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PREFACE. 


HE last written, usually, though the first read by most intelligent book men, 
A is this page; hence it is, that authors often use this privilege to fence against 
adverse criticism, or apologize for errors of omission or commission, singu- 

larly forgetting the fact that nothing of man’s creation is perfect, and that the 
dear critics are not only busy pointing out “the mistakes of Moses,” but are 
exploiting upon the faults of creation itself. We welcome them ail, for doubters 
and critics we esteem the salt of every civilization, and we will rest content, that 
every person competent to know, after even a superficial examination, will realize 


that the whole has not been the work of “the idie singer of an empty day.” 


Instead of devoting large space to men of pre-Revolutionary times, it was 
intended to make this a “ve Cyclopedia, which, while it preserves much that is 
valuable in the past, will include the men who are doing the work and moulding 
the thought of the present time. This work, we elieve, will supply an invaluable 
and useful means for establishing identity, relationship, birth, official position, 
details as to many military records and other important data, which are necessary 
to the making up of family history. 
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-MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


WAITMAN THOMAS WILLEY, 


Fie 
of Morgantown and Monongalia county, | 


an eminent public man and representative citi- 
zen of West Virginia, who became prominently 
identified with the formation of the new State; 


one. Now, in his eighty-fourth year, it is 
hoped that the honor and distinction sought 
to be conferred upon him, in opening this vol- 


ume with his name and features on its initia! 


| pages, may be acceptable to all of: whatever 


was United States Senator from Virginia under | 


the restored and reorganized government, and | 


was chosen to the same office from West Vir- 
ginia for the first two terms, beginning August 


I, 1863, and ending March 3, 1871; wasborn | 


October 18, I81T. 
Senator Willey, following herein, is from the 


pen of Hon. John Marshall Hagans, Judge of | 


the Second Judicial Circuit, and is reprinted 
from the “History of Monongalia County.” 
Several of the speeches selected by the author 
have been omitted, largely for want of space, 
but Judge Hagans has so fully elucidated the 
senatorial career of his subject that the ab- 
sence of these abstracts in no wise lessens the 
real value of the biography, which includes a 
concise and graphic narrative of some of the 
most important events in State and National 


history. Special attention is called to this 


The copious sketch of | 


political creed in West Virginia—north, south, 


east and west. In his introduction to the 
biography Judge Hagans says: The settlers 
who founded the communities embraced in 
that portion of West Virginia which earlier in 
the century was designated as Northwestern 
Virginia, were for the most part a hardy race 
of pioneers whe were chiefly engaged, in the 
localities from which they came, in agricul- 
tural pursuits.. The fertility of the soil, the 
boundless realins of wooded waste which only 


| awaited the coming of the advancing tide of 


sketch of Senator Willey as embodying the | 


most interesting and significant facts relating 
to the formation of the new State, of its organ- 
ization of government, and of its constitutional 
provisions; comprising, in all, an authenti- 
cated chapter of events the accuracy and fair- 
ness of which will hardly be disputed by any 


honest toil to develop fair fields and loveiy 
landscapes, were attractive to the eye of the 
adventurous sovereigns whose limbs had but 
just donned the mantle of freedom in the 
struggle with the mother country. The emi- 
gration came from New Jersey in colonies and 
families. A, few New England people in 
search of a softer climate found their way to 
its hospitable borders. The eastern Pennsyl- 
vanian in search of thrift looked with admira- 
tion on future comforts. Many also came from 
Maryland and contributed their share to the 
labor of founding in toil the abodes of peace 
From the eastern portion of 
11 


and happiness. 
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Virginia there came a large number who 
brought their slaves, and settled in the valleys 
where contentment and ease promised to spring 
from the efforts of labor. Others came from 
the shores of the gallant little colony which 
- had borne on her bosom so much of the strug- 
gle in the Revolutionary conflict, and where 
the Brandywine had been reddened with the 


blood of relatives and neighbors. Among 


the latter was the father of the subject of this | 
sketch, William Willey, who was born in Sus- | 


sex county, Delaware, in 1767. 
mere child during the greater part of the war 
of the colonies, he retained a vivid recollection 


Although a_ 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 


from Frederick county, Maryland, in 1779 or 
1780, where his daughter was born. The 
ancestry of Thomas Barnes were from FEng- 
land, while his wife was of Irish descent. He 
settled at the mouth of Buffalo creek, then 
The 


scenes which surrounded the childhood of 


in Monongalia, now in Marion county. 


Mr. Willey were far different from those which 
greet the eyes of the youth in the same !ocal- 
ity at the present day. Then it was an excep- 
tionally isolated community. The few scat- 


tered settlers along the stream from thence to 


its head were thirty miles or more from the 


of many of the incidents connected therewith — 


in his own locality, and loved to recount them © 


in after years to the willing ears of the rising | 


generation. 
away the guns at the disastrous battle of 
Brandywine, and witnessed some of the de- 
moralization following that untoward event. 
He was the son of William Willey, whose 
ancestry came from Great Britain. Inthe year 
1782 or 1783, the grandfather removed to 


He heard at a short distance | 





Monongalia county, Virginia, locating near | 


Collins’ ferry, then called Martin's ferry, on 


what has since been known as the Burris | 


farm, now owned by D. I. B. Anderson, Esq. 
A few years thereafter he purchased and re- 
moved to the farm near Cassville, now owned 
and occupied by John T. Fleming, Esq., where 
In 1802 William 
Willey, the younger, purchased and settled on 


he died a few years later. 


a tract of land adjoining the present site of 
Farmington, in the now county of Marion, on 
Buffalo creek. Here the Hon. Waitman T. 
Wiiley was born on the 18th day of October, 


1811, in a log cabin not twenty feet square. | 
His mother was the second wife of his father, | 


and her maiden name was Sarah Barnes, 


daughter of Thomas Barnes, who had removed 





county seat. They were situated on no great 
thoroughfare which marked the tide of emi- 
gration to the great West. A few log cabins 
with the curling blue smoke, in the midst of a 


, 


small “ deadening,” were all that denoted that 
the restless spirit of the Anglo-American 
courage had attacked the vast primeval soli- 
tudes of the upper waters tributary to the 
The tastes and habits of the 


population were simple, their dress plain, and 


Monongahela. 


their manners unaffected. The chief charac- 
teristic that distinguished them in their prim- 
itive, rustic life was a cheery hospitality that 
This feature 


was exhibited in their genial intercourse with 


was unbounded in its welcome. 


each other, and manifested itself by frequent 
assemblages at their respective homes, where 
feats of generous rivalry in physical prowess 
were enlivened and interspersed with simple 
abundance and good cheer. The educational 
facilities of such a stage in the progress of a 
In this 


section the grand truth that the stability of 


people, at that day, were not great. 


the Republic depended on the intelligence of 
the suffragans had not been popularly brought 
forward. Nor had it been necessary. The 
men who had wrested the principle of repub- 
lican government from the domination of the 


# ? 
‘ bnalyials ~cinwoo astral A mon 
achanes q os ie = 
rive eoy! WIN ty id srouly Oot 
-york @ ove esol nll lo yriesons 
" Pte enw Siw aid oliiw boei 
olifiwil Yo divom ot te Boitice 
7 : 
rin iff at 1 ilegamiolt ai 
- a a ee er j 44 2 
} “0 tbebnavesive ceonw 2onoes2 
7 * 
. » *« rn 
fy mon treo iba oon you aa 
yya 4 (dis rz ly to 239 sit Iss72 
{ ia r .ynb Jaseorg od te yt 
“4 ail} pumenes bodstoe liao 
f ' 
: _ ta. 7 alt 
a1 sopedd inoit mere ot gaole erase hes 
3 I4 ~ eas “ a i >» ‘ 
; mi 10. #oi efi yout Wisv baon Pap a 
, 
jperre oa oo behwwihe visw VOnS aoe vino 
t ‘4 7 s tae 
ore To Sh oly: teeshinat toa oriatiiynotod) 
; oy) D, ...d¢S V7 Ihsty Sd oF Rosy 
7 . 2 = n 5 a Pa 
> . 
‘| ategne ould weil ols tiv 
x ‘sat P . 4 
pi fe a tin ovew “panifrsBreb 
ry . ‘ a x a" 7 ; 
" AOE T GH aid VW geanseoy 21 
ae] ty, Pes : : 
ria ov it 6 iid WRINO 
ae 4 ‘ e , 
Fk 1B Qui enh to ace | 
- vy * 
| 4 1% t f 
; no 5 Li silane nneno 
, ba ree 1 ads 
{ ihe ou sirgrie a Noghinge 
4 7 “ 3 
{ Da { five ™ ‘Ward 
Fs : ¥ 
j th ii} uf regent ter yi terrod 
; iotiivraaad “proguls § fr oir} be ili 
ae ; r 
” ois t 4 bor " 2 
¢ ¥ « t i a 
ha JCM AD 
\ ? p , ais be a Hea vb | 
f } 4 400 ‘ i ee Fe 3 
siatlw gouion svitveqes? wer esgridmnresn 
4 > ‘ J * n 
seo issn a vn -auossitag hey eto 
‘ . . . 
Sqimie mF SET RMpeVIIN : beat nsvilns oryw 
ner) ee ‘ 
ls IORI Set 1323n9 boo BF bne sonsbouds 
& WO eestor StiJ ni sy ate e lave jo esisiling? 


ait? ol “you s190 rab Bry 1% viqosq: | 
Yo willdste ost tents Wu berg sd? sofoe 
lo oruteryilt ston on no” b i fis aqpab dilduqeA ota | 
jilyuve ad yhaluqod 419 od jon bas ensgethae | ots | 
oT Aqmresen nsed Hi Batt wu rented br 
Ber: dion siqionhg oil! Bote Bad ori 
PAR iat iil asuimaaal 
" — ‘oils est 4m y wis 


AINE 






asia 


_ Un 
an oe ae a 





~ oe 


10 iste 


dy 


» TIARTAM 


\ 


” pottosiie 


We sidted 


‘=9b. off To 

















































avA JADINTARIONM he 
a a 





odw wwdewn “pani R omiso svat 6 
eyollay ot si belttee ban govele violet § 
yning? of boeimorg 228% bis Inommasiios 
aa omeo e190 acdel ie etic | 5 
Hoth nalod algal. ingly, sli te 4 
atz ot? lo tloutn oe rnoeod 1 ot iit oar nod 
sien bins Joifines qanoimioysst ont i 
oils tive borsbtion nad batt oni ae j 
guomA roditgion brs. eovidalon ‘yo 8 
eid Io dosjdae adi Yo roids ails dae ath il . 
-wc oi nod Zev Other ane te 


8 


“a! 


dguotitA 3oh nt 
saw oft to % ire TIKIT i 
7 oat biviv s bonintot 51 
orts bs IOMADS aiswobisnl: 
mpi) InuoIst OF bavol bas <qiilise : 

att to aes guillive ost ot 16sy 
fone £ is braorl SH nota 
suatienetb ols ts agi allt x 
sincz bexeontiv Dae one tos 
trove bnewoiny sed yebtolial neita 
seotw iW! mailli te nea sett 
qeoy otitnl usin dwote) enon auisong 
of bevotne rtelbaery inl” 821 10 
ssoa ynitsool sini V¥ aie wiley 


a'nitieM belles red one ' 


ae 
rity we 


wich 
oi 


nvrond need sonie ast 
ped nemobal, a e 1 yd berwo wor 
4 bee isftaoyot crea 
Lonwe won sllivees) awed ond} oft o9§ 
w/ ped gaunell T atte yd baiquom 20 
mailliW’ 208i nl soteh ereoy wit - 
o bolaiee bas boasitonsg AoygMON, re NM 

to odie Inovsity ‘ods yoiniojbs — To | 
ro none to ne> woe silt n 
Bs asmsieW eH ort ono alos 


a) 
a” 


- r 
miu, om eé 


baeatamg cat 





yn 


a 1 otis 
wins 


OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





old-world methods of ruling were still on the | 


stage, and jealously guarded in infancy what 
their valor had won. It is not until the memo- 
ries of the participants ina struggle for human 
liberty fade from men’s minds, or its echoes 
have died away or been lost in the surging 
ocean of human pride, ambition, or revenge, 
that it becomes necessary to hedge it about 


with all the barriers that knowledge can op- | 


pose to ignorance allied to malevolence. The 
few log school-houses which stood as lone 
sentinels of knowledge in the midst of such 
rugged frontier patriotism were sufficient to 
supply all the needs of men engaged in a 
hand-to-hand contest with the forces of nature. 


It is not surprising, therefore, that young | 


Willey received but about nine months’ 


schooling before he attained the age of twelve | 


years; snatched, as it were, from the intervals 
of hard labor, to which all were devoted as 


soon as they were physically competent. In 


the year 1823, his father removed to a farm | 


purchased by him on the Monongahela river, 
at the mouth of Pawpaw creek, and across 
the creek from the site of the present village 
of Rivesville. 
him. He soon felt the impulse of achieve- 
mert, which seems to pervade the minds and 


hearts of all dwellers by the side of deep-flow- | 


ing streams. He never wearied of sitting on 
the banks of the river and listening to the 
monotone of its steadily moving currents. 
Still hard toil as a farm boy was his duty, and, 
as in every relation of life in subsequent years, 


he discharged it to the full measure. Until 


This was quite a change for | 


13 





his weight two hundred pounds. The only 
interruption that occurred during these five 


years to his daily toil was his attendance 








he attained the age of seventeen years he | 


labored assiduously on the farm, developing a 
magnificent physique, capable of immense en- 
durance, and which was the foundation on 


which he builded largely in future years; his | 


stature then being six feet and two inches, and 


for two months on what was then called a 
grammar-school, taught by a strolling teacher 
from Philadelphia. 
a glimpse of the temple of knowledge, and re- 


In this school he caught 


solved to enter its portals. Among the house- 
hold treasures that found a place in the boy- 
hood home of Mr. Willey, and which were 
yellow with age, were a time-worn copy each 
of the “TIliad’’ (Pope’s translation) and the 
“Essay on Man.” These, with an oft-perused 
volume of “Pilgrim’s Progress,” “ Pike's 
Arithmetic,” andthe Bible comprised the whole 
of the library, to which he had access until he 
left home to enter upon his collegiate course. 
The former of these works he was most dili- 
gent in reading and re-reading, although he 
early formed the habit of reading the Bible, 
and has constantly practiced it all his life, until 
long passages were at his command from 
memory alone. The more he read the more 
his wonder grew, and the sublime conceptions 
of the father of epic story, all of which he re- 
garded as a verity, filled his imagination with 
a glowing fervor of mental exaltation. New 
thoughts rose to stir within him new desires. 
He longed to join in the scenes of the great 
world around him, and for himself to observe 
in the surging multitude which he knew lay be- 
yond the horizon of his rural life, the actions 
of men, and to participate in the grand con- 
flict where each for himself hews out the path- 
way to honor. These feelings oppressed him 
until he besought his father for the means of 
obtaining an education, and was at length grati- 
Madison Col- 
lege, subsequently merged in Allegheny Col- 
lege, located at Uniontown, 
being the nearest to his home, was selected 


fied by his reluctant consent. 


Pennsylvania, 


“ 


iO 2feoitl, oi) 


antes beer 
; 4 
! _ liad i 4 mails Owd maISwWw elf 


ncblep tsen 


u } > Jhis 








~ os Son fiok nil “ “fF 
SOTBOI RBS | ei 2 OJ wee if aot 21BIY 
1 rd l4enevrr x at 
s boll nn ri? od y no alinem owl 1a0f 
e f ' ae 
$) BAe van! WET LOOM De TRTISY 
: r - w) tee 7 
394 lonitbe 2 n -nitlalabalilt mon 
eal ' aid ts 4 « “f . 
~ DSA Vos WOR tO Signs? SAF iO. Sethi & 
ee ? ! Pat 
nek ‘ Ps | . 4) anbne S tascias 
mt Sti lof EIG7 TOG 2a) TONS OF Dario? 
, , 
' ‘ ; 
a . Py, ‘ 4} 
yor svila ¢ bawed jad aanwepsnt bled 
‘ 
‘ r 7, 
) ' if a% ili 5 to smnor boos 
4! 
. 4 « J our «wen antl in oY 
(JOD ¢ “STU 4 to" ;SOB iy vroiley 
Brera >" » r r ee 5 ae We. 
Sr? DMA Lfiosr ent 2340 } ball (it lo 
i ean ot ale ls -- ao. 
1q- AG AW 29h 4 ATED NO Ye - 
t iH 
u tf ' £ 4 
-Rexd ix fi . r ’ 
=i Oe PUILBOF 4 afuvoiri” jo sro 
3 ; : . 
1 P : sain aes ; 
fw ath Mafioso sidia ait bn witeitriiiin / 
‘ M 
; l ; ye" 
44) mw 550 YY fd G30 oy ali BT 1O 
- ~ J ‘ 
SRIves 5 Ci 28 ogy asin» oF seo tial 
thee % = 
; ‘ . 74 4] t '*t* 
“DD FOOT B09) Bl, Spa any to ait seid 
7 J 
fis Thi 7, tif ‘ . 
—_ a7 “ 
. A 
f 3 iny¢ risae 
. 11> ‘ 4 ow 
aig 03 £88 Ons 
; , ; ; 
in H iy “y ie aia & a be rs Heeeg foi 
> 
i ; ' r 4 arr 
rod BTS (wi ¢ He hl Shah VIO 
: nen f 4 i 
WG m Stl 3 Wee WSIS ISDR0 ‘ 
Loe! ; ; \ ie oe 
sd me 240TbA y wh ( Sites Dies ae) 
'y rt ' T “ : TT r ' 
| ert i i 4h ariel - | tid 
‘ ; ae ‘ we f 
f ii sea , 18 eo bat OO y TOV PS) QA oTe a 
Mia | itis te OF 9 too | 
’ 4 » 4 7 af ; 
mia on) b fase sd at 5 | bsune! si | 
A ~ } a 
- (> O23 TF i} Tae i IVLO DiI 
' - se 
al ‘ : - P 44 a m ? fa 
-od ty age ) mommy i testi 1 Bry 5 a3 £5519 (tl 
‘ , *# a : Be ee 
é ; ais if Mm 2H tO ROTOR of mov 
“fap bi i i gine of bas rom to . 
: j a ee ae if 
NWA] Sh oO evo HoAamig tol nes S?9rw Toul 
mid bezesr qqo egnilsst seadT eey ad you 


101 ros 3 


aid idguoesd sf lita 


“13 ny ge al té enw 
-lgD noaibaM 4asend2 tastauler eid yd boat | 
-lod yaaigallA ai bagrom, ylinoupseduz,, syol, 
ney! qa nweieointtl a, ar eek 


_ patosive ial sino widl Oo) seoisan | pied 


Lf ii a wi 
ae 
Ae } 


“#) orp 


i bas noitnoubs ns gainieido 


t 





AILIAINOOS 


. wods ii a av of “iskeanen asmtona 


‘2 BD t TRFU 


on mussy oaaivisves 10: 


“a0, noitabavel dt 28 ae 
oes aa xls 
jsf 













































fom 7 P : va « 








oil no Hite sow goilur Yo ebodsoep tik 
tcitw yondiai ni bobrstg Vscsleniita 

-omem ot litnw ton ej 31 snow bad 

aatnud ol slypuve si atnegiai < 
20 doe ai 10 ,2baimn e'asm nowt ob 
nigiwus oil3 ni teol nosd x0 belie 
souidms abing pier 


DY 
a 


gneve a4 


-qo mao sybolword ind} aretvind 
au sonsioyelam of bsiliz sonnid 
eno! as boote doidw ssevol-loorde 
dove Yo tebien ofit ni aghalwansl ie 
Sysw Eis wie 

& ni Deyepris: nett aL od His 
suien loesovel sult day teodmes ee 1-9 
( tent  arotevorls <goiehgnue 
tuods tq beviso 
sviowtlo sen oft homank al ie 
Loven’ at cot sew ti 25, borat 
26 betoveb Sww- bia doithw ot vvods 
(i) | Jastsersed “yi <a v5 8 
hevoms1 stat id en8h 9 
vovit slotizanoneW adtivus reid yd é 
. Nig. to & 


> etter outs. mon 
tT 


imsioihy 2 


‘re 


ryy rest 
ohh Ly 


t rs 7 5 
26300Mm So 


wanes 
(Fs 


f an ~laas 
wilh fe: 31D 


milliv insésyq- ony 


ae | 
i ae 


Sip .eW él 
igen sa £8 Tey A008 
ot anase 


can 
High & 


ta; 9 


“Sv log 


big ebitim ae 


sbRvISa 


-vrofl- cS ble abr sitievd asl 
sO Doh lo boleew ipven Cae A 
and 2 pninaiarl a so! ay oat Yo. aA 
ainsriws saivom . ylibssts, bai te os 


bas Nisbett enw yod car 6 28 jot 
Sachine i Shit Ne nopislar y 


fin .stwasgun Hai odaye 





& gnigolavab sad 8 
“19 pengencnl © olde 








; sega 
Ba 


14 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





as the place where he should essay the ardu- 
ous tasks of the student. On Christmas day, 
1827, at seventeen years of age, he left his 
father’s house for college. His appearance at 
that time was characteristic of his times and 
surroundings. He wore the native homespun 
jeans of the butternut hue; his entire earthly 
effects were carefully wrapped up in‘a ban- 
danna handkerchief which he carried in his 


hand, as, with a light heart and an unconquer- 


formed at each vacation during his college 
His advent into the ranks of the stu- 
dents was signalized by general diversion at 
He 
cared little, however, for all this; his was a 


course. 
his. uncouth appearance and manners. 
deep purpose. Silently he kept on his unob- 
trusive way, feeling conscious that his was at 
last to be the hour of triumph. It was sooa 


apparent to those to whom he recited that 
here was a gem in the rough, and his rapid 


advance enforced the respect of his early de- | 
Under the date of December 22, | 
1829, but two short years after he entered | 


tractors. 


upon the course, Professor Fielding of the 


Faculty wrote to his father: “ Your son Wait- | 


man has now been under our care about two 
years. , . . It affords me sincere pleasure to 
be able to give a good character of Waitman. 
His natural capacity and talent are of a high 
order; his love of learning is intense, and of 
course his habits of study have been assidu- 
ous. His gentlemanly deportment and his 
amiable disposition have secured him the 
esteem and affection of all who know him. 
He understands English well; he writes in 


his native tongue with purity and especial | 


elegance. He has laid a good foundation in 
mathematical science, and has already read, 


and carefully read, a larger portion of Latin 








| birthday he began keeping a journal. 


and Greek than is usually read in this country. 
From his capacity and diligence he may be 
expected to graduate much sooner than the 
prescribed period.” By dint of great exer- 
tions he outstripped all his competitors, though 
much below them at the outset, and finished 
the course six months before the allotted time, 
or the rest of his class. The last year he 


taught the junior class the course of Latin 


| and Greek. Among the latter was William 
able courage, he walked the whole of the dis- | 
tance, forty miles, in one day—a feat he per- | 


Hunter, who subsequently became the pro- 
found Hebrew scholar and professor, and be- 
tween whom there always existed the warm- 
est ties of friendship. In June, 1831, he grad- 
uated, bearing away every honor of his class. 
On his nineteenth 
His 
first entry is brief, but striking: ‘Oct. 18, 


It was indeed a triumph. 


1830.—Nineteen years old this day. 
fugit.” 


prior to 


Tempus 
Aiter he had passed his examination 


“ee 


graduation, ne writes: “The fiery 


ordeal is past. The examination ts over and 


mine are the first honors.” The trustees de- 
clared that “ Waitman T. Willey . . 
entitled to that honor.” 


pride of victory had subsided from the purple 


. is well 
A month later the 


flush of early dawn into the beam of constant 


| and generous benignity, when he writes under 


date of July 30, 1831: “ The old college looks 
desolate. . . . I love these old walls. . . . I 
could almost shed tears on departing from 
these old bricks. If the boys were here now 
I could love them all.” How consonant with 
the views and actions of a long and varied 


life ! 
with Allegheny College, the degree of A.M. 


Madison College having consolidated 


was conferred by the latter in due course. 
Some years later, the honorary degree of M.A. 
was conferred by Augusta College. Some 
time after his election to the United States 


Senate, the authorities of Allegheny College 
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voted him the degree of LL.D., but, with 
characteristic modesty, not deeming himself 
entitled to so distinguished an honor, he let 


the matter fail of consummation sad silentio. — 
From his graduation until May, 1832, Mr. | 


Willey remained at home engaged in labor on 
the farm and reading at every leisure hour. 
At the latter period he entered the law office 


of the Hon. Philip Doddridge, at Wellsburg, | 


Brooke county. Under his direction he read 
law until November of that year, when his 
preceptor died at Washington. Mr. Willey 
always retained for the talents of Mr. Dod- 
dridge the most profound admiration, and it 


was a matter of pleasure for him to prepare | 


and deliver, before the Historical Society of 
West Virginia, at its annual meeting in 1875, 
an address which comprises a sketch of his 
life. He completed his law studies in the 
office of Dr. John C. Campbell, of Wellsburg. 
On the 24th of June, 1833, he located in Mor- 
gantewn, and was admitted to the bar in Sep- 
tember of that year, forming a partnership 
with the Hon. E. C. Wilson, which lasted two 
years, when he opened an office of his own. 
That he meant to be serious in the business 


of life is apparent from an entry to be found | 


in his journal of the above date, of his location 
in Morgantown, saying, “where I now live 
(M.) and where I expect to die.” The follow- 


ing year, on the oth of October, he married | 
Elizabeth E. Ray, daughter of Patrick Ray, | 
the father also of Thomas P. Ray. From | 


that time until the year 1841, Mr. Willey was 


deeply immersed in the practice of his profes- | 
sion, and he rapidly built up a moderately | 


lucrative business. 
ties. He ingratiated himself into the society 
of the place by his genial manners, his versa- 
tile powers, and his very accommodating dis- 


He soon became distin- | 
guished as an advocate of very superior abili- | 


position. He established a reputation for 
sobriety of habits and uprightness of character, 
that laid the basis for the respect and esteem 


subsequently manifested on all occasions when 
he was before the people for their suffrages. 
His powers as an orator became a matter of 
State repute, and in 1840 the Whig conven- 
| tion held at Richmond, Va., placed him on 
the Harrison and Tyler electoral ticket. Into 
that exciting canvass he entered with all the 
| enthusiasm of the impassioned orator impelled 
by profound convictions of duty. He made 
over forty speeches in northwestern Virginia 
and western Pennsylvania. His peculiar 
oratory made him a favorite with the masses. 
He not only pleased them with the smooth- 
ness of his speech and convinced them with 
the soundness of his logic, but he swayed 
them with the indefinable subtlety and the 
Out of that 


campaign he came with a most definitely 


nameless spirit of eloquence. 


established reputation as an orator; it was 
reserved for other times and issues to demon- 


strate his ability as a statesman. In the spring 
of 1840, he was a candidate for member of the 
House of Delegates for the county, but was 
defeated, owing to a popular prejudice against 
his profession. At the election of General 
| Harrison for the Presidency, he was greatly 
gratified, and at his untimely death he was, as 
a patriot, deeply affected. His journal bears 
this entry: “Inscrutable Providence! I loved 


, 


him—his country loved him.” By general 


request he delivered an address on the life and 





| 
- character of President Harrison in the Presby- 
terian church. . For some years prior to this 
time his health was not good. The excessive 
application to his studies at college and sub- 
| sequently had brought about the usual resuits 
| in hepatic affection. In November, 184i, Mr. 


| Willey was elected clerk of the County Court 
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of Monongalia county, succeeding to the place 


made vacant by the death of his brother-in-law, | 
Thomas P. Ray, and in the same month was, | 
by Judge Fry, appointed clerk of the Circuit 


Superior Court of Law and Chancery, both of 
which offices he held until the amended Con- 
stitution of 1851 went into effect in 1852. He 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


was a candidate for the clerkship of the County | 
Court under that Constitution, but was defeated | 


by a smail vote. 


During the years he held | 


these important positions his life was a very | 


laborious one, but amid it all he performed 
much ljterary work and kept up his habits of 


study. He began the collection of a library | 
_ talents, his numerous services to our people, 


which developed into a large and well-chosen 
stock of the highest order of standard works. 
At the beginning of this period of his life he 


united with the church of his choice, although | 
his journal contains many evidences of his hav- | 


ing before been deeply moved by spiritual in- 
fluences, and fully recognizing by private de- 
Of this open 
acknowledgment of his faith his journal 


votions his duty to his Maker. 


records: “ But more important than any or all 
acts of my life, I recognize my union with the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in the month of 
November last. 
servant.” 
before the literary society of his a/ma mater, 
an address that indicated the line of his thought 
and studies, and his habitual tendency to in- 
culcate the moral virtues. It bore the title 
of “ The Influence of Virtue upon the Charac- 
ter, and its Effects upon the Higher Attri- 
butes of the Mind.” His field of operations 
was not alone the higher intellectual sphere. 
Wherever good was to be accomplished he 
was ever an active worker. The Sunday- 
school was a favorite arena for the exercise of 
his genial talents and sympathetic heart; and 
when the great temperance reform under the 


May I be a faithful | 
In the year 1843 he delivered, | 
| tral pivot upon which turn all revolutions in 
| the forms of governments in the world, 





auspices of the order of the Sons of Temper- 
ance began to move among the people, it 
found in him a most willing and efficient co- 
He became early one of its chief 
He 
traveled extensively inthe year 184g through- 
out his own section of the State, lecturing and 
He also 


adjutor. 
officers in the western part of the State. 


establishing divisions of the order. 
visited the eastern part of the State, and was 
well received, producing a most favorable im- 
pression of his powers as an orator and char- 
acterasaman. At this time he was compli- 
mented by a newspaper of Fairmont in the 


following flattering terms: “In view of his 


and the sacrifices he has made for the good of 
others, he should be regarded as the pride of 
Mr. Willey’s ability as a 
temperance orator at this period was of no 


western Virginia.” 


meagre character. He was deeply tn love with 
histheme. To hiin it was as broad as human- 
ity and as vital as eternity. His pictures of 
the desolation and ruin wrought by intemper- 
ance were as sombre as the grave, and the 
magnetism of his glowing fervor pierced the 
shield of the stoutest opposer. Some of the 
greatest triumphs of his life were made during 


this eventful temperance campaign. The cen- 


whether violent or peaceful, has been the 
question of supremacy in the few or the many. 
The people of Virginia were no exception to 
this rule. Ever since the adoption of the 


original Constitution, after her allegiance as a 


_ colony had been severed, there had been two 





questions which agitated her people. The 
convention which assembled in her capital in 
1829 had been the scene of a very vigorous if 
not acrimonious debate, on the question of 
representation in the legislative branch of the 
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State government. 
led by the intrepid and gigantic Doddridge, 
had sought to engraft in the organic law the 
just principle of all true republican govern- 
ment, that each and every citizen should have 


equal privileges in the affairs pertaining to | 


the common weal. They had not been success- 


ful, but an arbitrary basis had been assumed | 


whereby property was to counterbalance, in 
some measure, the mantle of citizenship in 
the legislature of the State. This was a source 
of much irritation in the trans-Alleghany 
counties, and the aspiring young men of that 
section readily took up the theme promul- 
gated by the leading public men of the day, 
and it was a fertile field to till in the heat of a 
‘political contest. Another of the grave ques- 
tions that agitated the people of Virginia was 
the extension of the elective franchise. From 
the first organization of the State the exercise 
of suffrage had been confined by a property 
qualification to the ownership of a freehold. 
The advancing tide of intelligence and the 
spirit of the people were beginning to chafe 
under the restraint thus imposed. The agita- 
tion which followed the action of the conven- 
tion of 1829-30 became more active until it 
manifested itself in the election of a legislature 


which submitted a vote upon the question of 


calling a convention to remodel the Constitu- | 


tion of the State. The people, by a large 
majority, decided in favor of the convention, 


and an election for delegates was held in May, | 


1850. 
of the district composed, under the call of the 


For one of these delegates the people 


counties of Monongalia, Preston, Marion and 
Taylor, instinctively turned to Mr. Willey, 


although his political party was in a great | 


minority in it. 
they relied upon his fidelity. He was a gen- 
uine son of the people, and his sympathies 


2 


They knew of his talents and | 


The western members, | 





were in harmony with their interests and sen- 
timents. As a member of the convention 
which followed he took a conspicuous part in 
its deliberations, and was one of the cham- 
pions of western views. His eloquence and 
his scholarly acquirements won the respect of 
It 


was his first appearance in a deliberative body, 


his foes and the admiration of his friends. 


and the press of the day, in speaking of his 
extreme modesty and unassuming character, 


| records that after he obtained the floor the 


weight of responsibility caused him to fairly 
stagger under his load. The old question of 
the basis of representation soon became prom- 
inent in the body. Mr. Willey made a char- 
acteristic speech upon the subject, well fitting 
his life and associations; it breathed of the 
spirit of his native hills and of the freemen 
whose delegate he was. He denied that wealth 
is properly the source of political power; he 
asserted that wisdom, virtue and intelligence 
are the true elements of political influence, and 
that wealth is often, from its corrupting ten- 
dency, a disqualification; that there would be 


| a preponderating majority of whites in western 


Virginia, and that they could not be controlled 
by an eastern aristocracy; that the materials 
of armies had much to do with the question; 
that he would not permit, however, majorities 
to oppress minorities, and would prescribe 
constitutional checks thereto ; that the rights 
of persons were above those of property even, 
and must first be provided for; and that Vir- 
ginia, the first to vindicate inalienable rights 
from English encroachment, ought not to 
refuse to acknowledge their potercy in the 
The 
effort was being made by the delegates from 


regulation of her own domestic affairs. 


the eastern portion of the State to provide a 
system of representation in the legislature 
based upon the wealth of the State. This was 
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largely in the ascendant in that section by 
reason of the property held in slaves. It 
eventuated in that convention in a provision 
that, after the year 1865, to which period 
arbitrary representation in the various counties 
and districts was provided for, two modes 
known as “ suffrage basis” and “‘ mixed basis” 
should be submitted to the people of the State. 
Speaking of the suffrage basis which western 
members were seeking to engraft on the Con- 
stitution, Mr. Willey in conclusion said: 
“For the honor of the ‘Old Dominion’ I 
pray that this mixed basis shall never darken 
her annals. Liberty, if not born on her soil, 
at least escaped from her bondage here, and 


first stood forth in all the graceful attitude of 
her mature proportions. Shall she be stabbed 


pampered minions of moneyed aristocracy— 
the proscriptive children of a haughty oli- 
garchy, are trembling for the tehure of their 
privileges and their powers, under the influ- 
ence of the doctrine of popular sovereignty. 
The great, mighty, popular heart of the world 
has received an impulse. The masses are 
moving. The divine right of kings has been 
exploded, and the millions groping in the 
dark labyrinth of despotism are being quick- 


/ ened and enlightened by the great doctrine of 





on the very arena of her original triumph? | 
Shall she be wounded in the house of her | 


friends? Why, what an unenviable position 
gentlemen are striving to place this proud old 
State in; clinging to the relics of an exploded 
aristocracy, under the blazing splendor of 
American liberty! Star after star has been 
added to the glorious galaxy of American 
States to increase the lustre of the great doc- 
trine of popular sovereignty, undimmed by 
the faintest shadow of the dark dogma of pro- 
perty representation. 
the ‘Old Thirteen’ have thrown off the livery 
of colonial vassalage, from which there was 
not an entire escape in the revolutionary 
struggle, till there is hardly a vestige of mixed 
basis remaining in the Union. All over 





One after another of | 


North America, where our banner is unfurled, | 


it floats, with exceptions hardly worthy of | 


being named, over a people not only by 
‘nature equally free and independent,’ but so 
in fact. Nor is this all. 
of this great American doctrine of political 
equality, and its practical development in the 
civil, social, moral, political and religious con- 
dition of the American citizen, have crossed 
the seas. They have reached Asia. They 
are recognized in Africa. They are felt and 
feared in Europe. Ancient dynasties and 
hoary thrones are crumbling away to naught 
under the spreading and potent influence of 
the doctrine of popular sovereignty. The 


The moral influences | 


popular sovereignty. And yet in the midst 
of all this, in the middle of the nineteenth 
century, beneath the noontide effulgence of 
this great principle of popular supremacy, a 
voice is heard in old Virginia, rising from 
almost the spot where the clarion voice of 
Henry awoke a nation to freedom when he 
exclaimed, ‘Give me liberty or give me 
death !’—even here, where we should take off 
our shoes, for the earth on which we walk is 
holy, bearing in its consecrated bosom the 
remains of George Mason and Thomas Jeffer- 
son, the one the author of the Declaration of 
Independence, the other of the Virginia Bill 
of Rights—even here a demand is made by 
honorable gentlemen to give superior political 
power to the property-holder, and virtually 
invest goods and chattels with the prerogative 
of legislating upon the rights and liberties of 
a vast majority of the people of this Common- 
wealth! TI trust this can never take place.” 


An extract from this memorable speech is 
necessary to depict the issues of the times, and 
exhibit the sentiments held by the people of 
western Virginia, and voiced by their cour- 
In the light 


of this language it is not difficult to discern 


ageous and undaunted delegate. 


the attitude of this people in the great events 
that followed in a few brief years, and the 
vindication of the line of remark was full and 
complete in their conduct in the then near 
future. This speech attracted much attention 
throughout the State. In 
universally applauded as a true exposition of 


the west it was 


public sentiment; in the east it extorted much 


reluctant compliment. The correspondent of 
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a Petersburg paper wrote of it: “I think I do 


no one injustice when I give the opinion that | 


his is the best speech which as yet has been 
delivered in favor of the white basis.” 


he! 


Richmond Ji’ig gave a long synopsis of it, © 


and characterized it as “‘an animated and able 
speech.” The Republican Advocate regarded 
it as “ powerful, argumentative and eloquent.” 
During the same convention Mr. Willey made 
two other notable speeches—one upon the 
subject of an elective judiciary, and the other 
upon the abolition of the County Court as then 
constituted. Upon the former subject he took 


the broad and philosophic ground that the | 
people, being the source of all political power, | 


would always select the judiciary from those 
who were in harmony with themselves in the 
moral as well as the legal sense; and that it 


was as well to trust the people with this duty | 


as it was to delegate it to the appointment of 
the executive branch, or submit it to the 
caprices of the legislative department; that in 
fact the true theory of government was to 
maintain an entire independence in the three 
Prior to that 
time the judges had been elected by the legis- 
lature or appointed by the Governor. Indeed 


departments of administration. 





all the offices in the State, and in the county | 


organization also, had been filled by election 
by the legislature or appointment, save only 


the legislative branch, which was the solitary | 
department filled by popular suffrage; and — 


the result of that convention brought about, 
for the first time in the history of Virginia, a 
general exercise of the right to select State, 


county and district officers by the people. | 
Yhe County Court was composed of the jus- | 


tices of the peace scattered throughout the 
counties, appointed by the Governor; it had 
enlarged powers of original general jurisdic- 


tion in law and equity. Put it had evidently | 


| features. 





outlived its day, and was illy adapted to the 
times. Mr. Willey’s practical eye as an attor- 
ney had discerned its imperfections, and his 
still closer contact for so many years as its 
clerk had disclosed its unfitness for the new 
condition of things which he fondly hoped 
was dawning on Virginia. In this, however, 
he was not successful; but after undergoing 
an eventful career, the County Court, at last, 
by an overwhelming vote of the people, in 
1879, attained what is believed to be its final 
submitted to the 


people as the work of this convention was not 


repose. The Constitution 
satisfactory in many aspects, but as a whole it 
was a great advance. The influence of the 
west had been impressed upon it in many 
Property qualification for the suf- 
fragan was omitted, and suffrage was free and 
untrammelled in its exercise. It received the 
sanction of the people, by a large majority, in 
1852. Mr. 


the law at the bar of Monongalia in 1852. He 


Willey resumed the practice of 


extended his practice into the adjoining coun- 
ties of Marion and Preston. He became a 
candidate for Congress in the same year, with 
no expectation of being elected, but to bring 
out a full vote for Gen. Winfield Scott, the 
Whig candidate for the presidency. He can- 
vassed the district thoroughly and awakened 
the masses wherever he went by his know- 
ledge of the issues and his electrifying oratory. 
He ran largely in excess of the general ticket, 
but was defeated. In 1853 he delivered a 
series of lectures on the Spirit and Progress 
of Methodism. They were highly commended 
by the press and his hearers. In the same 
year he was elected an honorary member of 
various societies throughout the country. He 
delivered temperance lectures in many locali- 
ties under the auspices of the Grand Division 


of the Sons of Temperance. He spoke at 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 








Pittsburgh in favor of extending slack-water | annual address before the Philo-Franklin 


to the State line. 
is filled with accounts of active labors in the | 


His journal at this period | 


temperance cause, in the Sunday-school, and 
everywhere that good could be accomplished. 


His records show a broad, catholic spirit, free 


from bigotry and intolerance. Many touch- 


ing domestic scenes are committed to its 


pages. He speaks of his step-mother on one 


occasion, who had been on a visit to him, thus: 
She 
was always to me truly kind, far beyond my 


“She was a step-mother only in name. 


deserts. Heaven will reward her. She was 


not as a mother to an orphan. She was a 


mother to me in a@// her conduct.” His mother 


died when he was but three years old. Of her 
this memory appears: ‘‘I recollect seeing her 
corpse and wondering why my mother had 
gone to sleep in so strange a place. I believe I 
once heard her singing with other voices in 
strains of no earthly melody—but this will be | 
called superstition. I shall never forget it.” 
Mr. Willey wrote an article which was pub- | 
lished in the January number of the JZethodist 
Quarterly Review, 1853, on “ The Spirit and 
Mission of Methodism.” 
mended by the press of that church. The 
Christian Advocate and Journal, of New York, 
says of it: “It is peculiarly timely, as called | 


It was much com- | 


for by the state of our church, and clearly | 
pointing out the necessity of preserving the | 
» We 
should greatly transcend the prescribed limits 


essential principles of Methodism. . 





were we to indulge the fulness of heart which 
has been made to overflow in reading the 
In 1854 he deliv- 


article to which we refer.” 


ered at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and also at | 


Wheeling, a lecture on “ The Perpetuation of 
Liberty and the Union.” It was published | 
in pamphlet form, and was widely circulated | 
and read. In June, 1855, he delivered the | 


Literary Society of Allegheny College, which 
was published by the society. In September of 
the same year he delivered the address before 
the Westérn Virginia Agricultural Society 
and Industrial Institute, at Wheeling. 
also published. 


It was 
In it he drew a picture of the 
model farmer, appearing to forget nothing. 
It was an able speech, ful! of suggestions. 
In January, 1858, he lectured at Richmond, 
Virginia, before the Young Men's Christian 
Association of that city, and was elected an 
honorary member of the same. The society 
voted that the lecture had afforded “more 
than mere gratification.” His theme 
“ Christian 


ences.” 


Was 


Missions in their Secular Influ- 
He discussed the rationale of Chris- 
tianity as the great underlying basis of all our 
civilization, of all our social confidence and 
security, and portrayed in a narrative manner 
what Christianity had done for the nations 
that had encouraged it. In addressing the 
literary societies of Monongalia Academy, he 
made “ A Plea for Virginia,” showing that her 
sons must develop the resources of their own 
State. 


was nominated by the Whig State convention 


On the roth of February, 1859, he 


at Richmond as a candidate for the office of 
Lieutenant-Governor. During the campaign 
following he canvassed a large part of the 
State, both east and west of the mountains. 
He so bore himself throughout this struggle, 
with all the dignified courtesy of the able 
statesman and true gentieman, that he received 
many compliments from his opponents for his 
ability and fairness. The ticket, of which the 
Hon. William L. Goggin was the head, was 
defeated. 


the Hon. Henry A. Wise had carried four years 


In his own county, however, which 


before by over seven hundred majority, his 


majority was seventeen. The following year 
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he was a delegate to the Whig National con- 
yention which met at Baltimore, and nomi- 
nated John Bell and Edward Everett for Pres- 
ident and Vice-President. 
part in the ensuing canvass, addressing the 


He took an active 


people at various points. In the intervening 
period between the close of the years 1852 and 
1860, Mr. Willey was most diligently busied 


| 


by alargeand lucrative law practice. The inter- | 


vals of respite from the demands of his profes- 
sion were very few. But these golden hours 
were deemed a season of recreation if he could 
but pursue i quietness the paths of literature 
which he loved so well. His desire for know- 
ledge had abated none of its vigor. 


in the full tide of his mental powers, and his 


He was 


physical health was much improved over the 
earlier years of his manhood. He seemed to 
have given himself wholly to the pursuit of his 


profession as a means of advancement in the 


tegral forever. But if we are to be dragged 
into secession or disunion; to be made amere 
outside appendage to a Southern Confederacy, 
defenceless and exposed as we must be, by 
our geographical position, to all the wrong 
and contumely-that may be heaped upon us, 
our oppression may become intolerable ; and 
I for one will be ready to accept the only alter- 
native.” 


The legislature was convoked in extra ses- 
sion. It issued a call for a convention, fixing 
the time of the election of delegates thereto in 
February, 1861. The convention was to as- 
semble in Richmond soon thereafter. Again 
the people of his native county turned to Mr. 
Willey. The action of the Gulf States in pass- 
ing ordinances of secession, and confederating 
for mutual attack and defence; the inefficiency 


and hesitation of the Federal administration ; 


_ the treachery of high officials and the general 


_ signs and sounds of the hour filled the masses 


world and was living happily in the enjoyment _ 


of great domestic felicity, content with the 
thought of a quiet existence and freedom from 
the excitement and fierce struggles incident to 
public station. 
with events in which he was destined to be an 
actor of no mean bearing. Foreseeing the 
terrible disasters which must follow secession, 
Mr. Willey exerted himself to stem the tide 
which, during all the autumn of 1860, seemed 
to be flowing in the direction of national dis- 
ruption. 
if Virginia attempted to secede, one of the re- 
sults would be her division. He wrote and 
published a long article of the date of Decem- 
ber 26, 1860, which concluded in the follow- 
ing emphatic words: 


I am for Virginia as she is and was, as our 
fathers created her—one and indivisible. I 


have deprecated recent manifestations of a de- | 


sire for her dismemberment. Let her be in- 


The near future was pregnant | 


He predicted from the hustings that | 





in western Virginia with alarm. Mr. Willey 
was known to be in harmony with the people 
of his section on the questions most vitally 
He was known to be 
No 


pledges were exacted from him in the canvass. 


affecting their interests. 
for the Union and opposed to secession. 
There was no canvass. He was elected with- 
out opposition. The history of this conven- 
tion is remarkable as an example of the coer- 
cive power of mere local surroundings. When 
it assembled the large majority of its mem- 
bers were thoroughly opposed to any action 
which savored of the severance of the ties that 
bound Virginia to the Federal Union. They 


had been selected by constituencies equally 


| loyal to the government established by Wash- 


ington, and who, by an overwhelming vote, 
had declared that any action taken by the 
convention should be returned to them for 
their approval. But it was not long before 


the true purpose in assembling the body was 
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disclosed. Resolutions looking to a seces- 
sion of the State soon poured upon the con- 
vention from those whose ultimate object 
could no longer be doubted. One by one 
many, whose fealty was supposed to be un- 
questioned, yielded to the clamor or threats 
of the determined spirit of secession. 
an hour of grave thought and apprehension 
to those whose patriotism knew no faltering, 
and whose anxious hearts were true to the 
traditions and teachings of the founders of the 
Republic. None felt a more poignant sorrow 
at the madness of the hour than Mr. Willey. 
He exerted himself with all the ability and 
pertinacity of his character to stop the onward 
rush of the swelling waters of disunion. On 
the 2d of March, 1861, he delivered a speech 
of great power in opposition to the scheme of 
secession. Threats of violence had been uttered 


on the streets and in the very corridors of the | 
capitol against any one who dared to raise | 


a voice of protest against the contemplated 
He first spoke of the at- 
tempts to suppress free speech, and declared 


action of secession. 


that he spoke more with a desire to vindicate | 
the right of free speech than with a hope of | 


enlightening the body; that he represented a 
free people and they should be heard through 
him. The right of free speech was a funda- 
mental principle of republican liberty, and 
whenever it was destroyed the people’s liberties 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 


apply to them, of a most gross self-stultifica- ‘ 
tion in organizing a great government, in es- 
tablishing a more perfect Union, by collecting 
together a heterogeneous mass of political 
elements that might dissolve and fall asunder 
any day. . I shall never believe that Washing- 
ton, and Madison, and Franklin, and the other 


| great sages who constructed the Union in the 


It was | 





were overthrown; whether the suppression | 


was the result of an imperial edict or popular | part in meeting the results. 


violence and intimidation, in either case men 
were slaves. On the question of the right of 
secession he said: 

“T am not here, sir, to argue the right of 
secession. I do not intend to weary the con- 


first place and organized our Federal Govern- 
ment, brought their labors to no greater re- 
sults than this; that is to say, to bring the 
States of the Federal Union together, give 
them a simple introduction to each other, and 
place them side by side under the flag of the 
country, without any iegal bond to bind the 
Union. Sir, I believe in no such voluntary 
association.” 


He said that he could not conceive that the 
Federal Government, when purchasing Louts- 
iana, believed that that State could foreclose 
the great commercial advantages arising from 
the freedom of the mouth of the Mississippi, 
at her pleasure, by secession. Nor when 
Florida, which was acquired at such great ex- 


pense, chose to so construe the bond that she 


| too could quietly walk out of the Union with 


all the forts and arsenals belonging to the 
General Government. Nor could Texas pass 
out of the Union after so great a struggle had 
been made in her acquirement. If so, likewise 
a State could refuse to participate in a war 
with an invading enemy, or after it was over 
and the invader expelled, it couid bid adieu to 
its associates whose blood and treasure had 
been expended in its defence, and take no 
He showed that 


_ the founders of the Republic did not so esteem 


vention by entering into a discussion of that | 
question. I shall not even pause, sir, to vindi- | 


cate the founders of our Constitution from the 
imputation, which seems to me would certainly 


the Constitution; that the iron logic of Presi- 
dent Jackson had penetrated the weak de- 
He combated the 
various positions offered in favor of secession 


fences of the argument. 


with warmth, and maintained that it provided 
no remedy for the ills complained of, but 
rather aggravated them. 
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He spoke of the evils that would result | 


from secession, in the establishment of a num- 
ber of weak and warring confederacies. 


He | 


declared that the moral sense of the world | 


was against slavery. 


He said that one of the | 


evils of secession would be the destruction of | 


nationality and the prestige of the American | 
| buildings of the United States Government a 


name and citizenship. 


Notwithstanding the powerful influence | 
brought to bear by the Confederate govern- | 


ment, the convention held out against the efforts 
of the secessionists during the month of March. 
At length the chiefs in the movement deemed 
the hour for decisive action at hand. The con- 
vention went into secret session, and after a 
few days of intense but brief debate, an ordi- 
nance of secession was passed April 17, 1861. 
On its passage Mr. Willey and other members, 
a majority of whom were representatives of 
western constituencies, voted in the negative. 
For a day or two after the fateful secret found 
its way to the outside world, the members 
who had voted against it were the objects of 
scorn and contumely. Many of them yielded 
to the storm that came from the various quar- 
ters of family and local influences. They came 
into the convention on the following day and 
by the appeals of their associates were induced 
to sign the fateful document after its enrol- 
ment. The last speech made by Mr. Willey, 
in the convention, was in resistance to these 
vehement appeals. He cast no vote after the 
one which recorded him in the negative on 
the ordinance of secession, and took no further 
part in the proceedings. On the 21st of April, 
being compelled to procure a permit from the 
Governor (Letcher), he started for his home. 


from going to Washington, and was forced to 
remain over night, during which he was seri- 
ously beset by a band of self-styled “ Regu- 





lators,’ who threatened to cast him into the 
Potomac river. He retraced his course the 
next morning to Manassas Junction, and came 
up the valley to Winchester, where he found 
the place full of. volunteers marching to Har- 
per’s Ferry. He arrived at the latter place 


next day, to find the armory and the splendid 


mass of smoking ruins, and the place occupied 
by armed volunteers of Virginia. Here he 
was kept under military surveillance until eve- 
ning, when he boarded the cars, and in due 
time once more breathed the free air of his 
native hills. When it became known to the 
loyal people of northwestern Virginia that the 
convention had passed an ordinance of seces- 
sion, the excitement became intense, which 
was succeeded by a resolution of defiance in 
their minds and hearts. The remembrance of 
years of injustice at the hands of the eastern 
oligarchy rose up to stimulate their deep- 
seated love of the government of the fathers. 
This was heightened when it became known 


to what lengths of usurpation the convention 


| had been extended. 


Alarmed and exasperated by their proceed- 
ings, the loyal people in some thirty of the 
northwestern counties assembled in primary 
meetings and appointed delegates to a mass 
convention to be held in Wheeling on the 13th 
of May following. The object was to consult 
upon the situation and concert measures for 
the public safety. When the time appointed 
arrived there was a mass convention indeed. 
Some three hundred delegates were present. 
Mr. Willey had not intended to be present, 


: | but at the urgent request of the Hon. F. H. 
On arriving at Alexandria he was prohibited | 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


The latter 
gentleman informed him that the Hon. John 


Pierpont he was induced to go. 


S. Carlisle, who had been a delegate to the 
Richmond convention, and was an ardent 
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Union man, intended to introduce a proposi- 
tion to immediately create a new State out of | 
certain northwestern counties, without first 


having obtained the consent of either the 
legislature of Virginia or of the Congress of 
the United States. 
introduced by Mr. Carlisle early in the deli- 


Such a proposition was 
berations of the convention. It seemed to 
meet with great favor, both in convention and 
among the throngs of people outside of the 
body. They were looking to the end without | 
respect to the means. They were actuated | 
by a patriotic and proper purpose, but were | 
not advised of the essential preliminary | 
steps to be taken in order to accomplish that | 


purpose. Governor Pierpont exerted himself | 


with great energy and ability to defeat so | 
In this he had the | 
They 
spoke against it for a considerable part of two | 
At first their efforts excited much 


revolutionary a project. 
hearty co-operation of Mr. Willey. 


days. 
angry feeling—especially against Mr. Willey. 


Placards were posted in the city calling a 


meeting to denounce him. But planting 


themselves on the Constitution and the law, 
they maintained their position boldly and un- 
flincbingly. The convention came to see that 
the adoption of the proposed project would | 
defeat the object they had in view, and most 


probably involve the people of northwestern 


Virginia in disaster and disgrace. It was at 


this point when Governor Pierpont introduced 
the following proposition : 


“Resolved, That in the event ofthe ordinance 
of secession being ratified by a vote, we re- | 
commend to the people of the counties here | 
represented, and all others disposed to co- | 
operate with us, to appoint, on the 4th day of | 
June, 1861, delegates to a general convention, 
to meet on the 11th of that month, at such | 
place as may be designated by the committee | 
hereinafter provided, to devise such measures | 


_ Virginia, than to any other man in it. 





and take such action as the safety and welfare 
of the people they represent may demand— 
each county to appoint a number of represen- 
tatives to said convention equal to double the 
number to which it will be entitled in the next 
House of Delegates; and the Senators and 
Delegates to be elected on the 23d instant by 
the counties referred to, to the next General 
Assembly of Virginia and who concur in the 
views of this convention, to be entitled to 
seats in the said convention as members 


| thereof.” 


This resolution was cordially supported by 
Mr. Willey. 
happy solution of the difficulties of the situa- 
It 


A legislature assem- 


It was adopted and furnished a 
tion. This June convention was called. 
reorganized the State. 
bled at Wheeling, and the loyal State govern- 
ment peacefully resumed its legitimate func- 
tions, with Governor Pierpont at its head. 
Mr. Willey has often said to the author of 
this sketch, that through this prudent, wise 
and statesmanlike measure, the people were 
more indebted to Governor Pierpont, for the 
successful accomplishment of this security 
against anarchy, and for the maintenance 
of their allegiance to the United States, and 


| for the ultimate creation of the State of West 


Of the 
effect of Mr. Willey’s speech during the con- 
test in the convention, Gen. George R. Latham, 
who was a delegate, in order to correct a mis- 
apprehension which still seemed to prevail in 


| some quarters, wrote to him from his seat in 


the House of Representatives at Washington 
in 1866: “I have no hesitancy in saying to 
yourself, as I have said to others, that your 
effort on that occasion saved us from anarchy, 
and placed the restoration of the State of Vir- 
ginia upon a basis which secured it at once 
the respect of the thoughtful and the confi- 
dence and recognition of the government of 


the United States.” Among the first acts of 
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the legislature was the election of Senators to | 


the Congress of the United States. Mr. Willey 
was chosen as one of these in July, 1861. 
special session of Congress was then being 
held at Washington, where he presented him- 
self, and after a brief delay, in which the cre- 


AS 


' ment and admiration. 


ginal actors and chief advisers. These acts of 
the loyal people of western Virginia will be 
viewed by the impartial historian with wonder- 
Their position was one 


| of extreme perplexity, because of their geo- 


dentials which he bore were carefully con- | 


sidered, he took his seat. 
dom of the action for which Governor Pier- 


pont and himself had so arduously struggled | 


fully demonstrated. By his recognition as a 
Senator from Virginia the Federal govern- 


Thus was the wis- | 


ment was not embarrassed by the exigency of | 


the situation, nor, in its efforts to encourage | 


loyalty in so-called seceded States, was it re- | 


quired to occupy an illogical or inconsistent 
position upon the asserted right of secession. 


Mr. Willey, in his first speech in the Senate, | 


December 19, 1861, announced his opinions 
very decisively on the great question that was 
He 
asks the question as a primary one in the 


at issue between the contending forces. 


pending conflict: 


“Has the Federal Government become so 
destructive of the ends of its institution as to 
create the right in the people, or any portion 


of the people, ‘to alter or to abolish it, and to | 


institute a new government?’ Respectfully 
appealing to the ‘opinions of mankind,’ and 
inviting the most rigid scrutiny and criticism, 
I confidently declare that this rebellion is 
wholly inexcusable.” 


He thoroughly examined the pretexts for se- 


cession, offered the opinions of the founders of 


the government in opposition to them, and 


maintained that the pretenses set up by the | 
leaders in the movement were false, and that 


no shield of “ peaceable secession ” could avail 
against the execration of the future. 

In all the movements which had for their 
object the formation of a new State west of the 
Alleghanies, Mr. Willey was among the ori- 








graphical position and because of the complex 
nature of the problems they had to solve. In 
all, however, they acted wisely and well. Be- 
ginning at the corner-stone of all true govern- 
ment, they laid it well in the consent of the 
governed. Our limits do not admit of a de- 
tailed account of the acts and events in the 
formation of West Virginia. We must hurry 
on. It was with feelings of pride mingled 
with anxiety that Mr. Willey presented the 
Constitution of the proposed State of West 
Virginia, accompanied with the act of the 
General Assembly assenting to the formation 
of the same and the memorial requesting its 
admission, on the 29th day of May, 1862, to 
the Senate of the United States. 
that there was the requisite population to 


He showed 
entitle the people to the privilege. The geo- 
graphical position of the territory was also in 
The Alie- 
ghany mountains were impassable barriers, he 
Vast 
sums of money had been expended in works 


favor of the proposed admission. 
maintained, to a common State policy. 


of internal improvements in the eastern section, 
while the west had been denied like privileges. 
The social institutions were such as to indicate 
the propriety of a division of the State. Negro 
slavery required a system of laws adapted to 
its peculiar necessities. Slavery never could 
exist to any considerable extent in the bounds 
of the proposed new State. It was not adapted 
to the climate of West Virginia. This argu- 
ment on the divergence of slave and free insti- 
tutions he offered, to show that the communi- 
ties were not homogeneous, which was essen- 


tial to.every political organization, and not on 
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the moral aspects of the question of slavery; | time before the matter was reported back to 


on that subject his opinions had been ex- 
pressed in the Senate. After consideration of 
the area of the proposed State, a glance at its 
immense mineral and timber wealth, and the 
statements that its water-power was sufficient 
to drive all the machinery of New England, 


and its coal-fields to supply the continent for 


| ordained 


a thousand years, Mr. Willey concluded in | 


the following eloquent appeal : 


“Sir, these counties of western Virginia 
, i 


knocking for admission into the Union asa | 
new State, contain, in rich abundance, all the | 
elements of a great commonwealth. Why have © 


they remained undeveloped in 
State in the American Union ? 


mines unworked ? 


skill of man, chafing and foaming in their 


channels, as if in conscious rage at the long | 
The answer to these questions is an | 


neglect ? 
irrefutable argument in favor of the division 
desired. 


forever remain undeveloped. Is this just to 
the people there ? Is it just to the country at 
large? Thus, sir, we present our claims for 
this new State. We pray you to grant 
your assent. 
through three hundred thousand hearts, and 
it will do no injustice to any. 


your manufacturing skill. Then shall we 
soon be able to say, in the jubilant language 
of the Psalmist: ‘The pastures are clothed 
with flocks; the valleys also are covered over 
with corn; they shout for joy; they also sing.’ 
Virginia—East Virginia, restored from her 
temporary aberration; West Virginia, like a 


newly discovered star—East Virginia and | 
| of the Senate. 


West Virginia, twin stars, shall thenceforth 
shine with ever-brightening lustre in the re- 
publican zodiac of States encircling our west- 
ern hemisphere.” 


The final vote on the admission of the State 
was not reached till July 14, 1862. It was some 


It will send a thrill of joy arrive at the age of twenty-one years; and 


; "| all slaves over ten and under twenty-one years 
Then, sir, will 


our invaluable virgin mines invite the espou- | twenty-five years; and no slave shall be per- 


sal of your surplus capital, and our perennial | 
streams will lend their exhaustless power to | 


the oldest | 
Why are our | 
Why are ‘our waterfalls | 


2 . } = 2 ” 
forever wasting away, unappropriated by the | therein. 





the Senate by the Committee on Territories. 
It became apparent that the Senate was not 
satisfied with the Constitution of the new State 
concerning slavery. While arguing the pro- 
priety of admitting the State with the Consti- 
tution just as the people of West Virginia had 
it, Mr. Willey was 


willing to concede something to the wishes of 


nevertheless 
Senators. He proposed that the following 
clause should be incorporated in the Constitu- 
tion: 

“The children of slaves born within the 
limits of this State after the 4th of July, 1863, 


shall be free; and no slave shall be permitted 
to come into the State for permanent residence 


But even this did not meet the demand; 
and Mr. Willey’s proposition was amended so 


Z Eg Ohytt ' as to make it read as follows: 
Unless the State is divided, these | 
natural resources of wealth and power will | 


“The children of slaves born within the 
limits of this State after the 4th of July, 1863, 
shall be free; and all slaves within the said 
State who shall, at the time aforesaid, be under 
the age of ten years, shall be free when they 


shall be free when they arrive at the age of 


mitted to come into the State for permanent 
residence therein.” 


This substitute afterward came to be desig- 
nated as the “ Willey Amendment,” although 
it had not, in the first instance, been introduced 
by him in its exact present forin, but only ac- 
cepted by him in deference to the sentiments 
Mr. Carlisle, his senatorial 
colleague, who, from some unexplained reason, 
had become violently opposed to the creation 
of the new State, vehemently assailed the 
measure now, upon the ground that to adinit 
the new State with this amendment would be 
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to impose a Constitution upon the peopie of | 
West Virginia, which, inthis particular, had — 
never been submitted to them or ratified by | 
them. There was much force in the objection. | 
But Mr. Willey and the members of the 
House of Representatives representing the 
counties included in the limits of the new 
State, the Hon. William G. Brown, of King- | 
wood, and the Hon. Jacob B. Blair, of Parkers- 

burg, aware of Mr. Carlisle's defection, had | 
prepared themselves for such a contingency. 
Fortunately the convention which framed the 
proposed Constitution of West Virginia had 
not finally dissolved, but had simply adjourned 
to be re-convened upon the call of a com- | 
mittee which had been appointed by the body | 
for the purpose, whenever, in the opinion of 

the committee, it might be deemed necessary 


and expedient. The surprise and discomfiture 
of the opposition was very great when Mr. | 
Willey asked leave of the Senate to introduce, | 
by way of substitute for the original proposi- | 


tion pending, a new bill, which he had lying 


on his desk, referring the Constitution as 
amended back to the convention which framed 
it, with the provision that if that body should | 
adopt it, and submit it again to the people, 
and they should ratify it as thus amended, 
that the President of the United States, upon | 
being properly certified of the fact, should 
make proclamation accordingly ; fixing a cer- 
tain day when West Virginia should become 
one of the United States. In this form the 
bill finally passed the Senate on the 14th of 
July, 1862. 


House of Representatives, but it being near 


It was immediately sent to the 


the close of the session, the consideration of 
it was postponed until a day early in the next 
session, when the bill as it now stands was 
passed by a large majority. The committee 
referred to did recall the convention. It met 


again at Wheeling early in February, 1863. 
Mr. Willey attended, he being a member of it 
by election before its organization, and, by 
special resolution of the convention, delivered 
an address on the 13th of February, which 
was thus noticed by the Wheeling [nteli2- 


| gencer: 


“Mr. Van Winkle moved that Mr. Willey 
be now invited to address the convention, and 
that gentleman accepting the invitation, in an 
address of some two hours, of such breadth 
and power that it is but faint praise to say 
that he exhausted the whole new State ques- 


_ tion, and left nothing for others to say.” 


This speech was translated into German, 
and was circulated throughout the State. In it 
Mr. Willey examined carefully the objections 
made, both legal and political, to the admis- 
sion of the State into the Union. He declared 
his great surprise that any of the people of 


the State should offer opposition thereto. If 


_ it were true that no assent of the Legislature 


of Virginia had been given, then it was true 
that the objection in that behalf was weil taken, 
as the Constitution of the United States pro- 
vided that “no new State should be formed 


' or erected within the jurisdiction of another 


State, without the consent of the Legislature 


of the State and of the Congress.” He then 


proceeded to say: 


“T hardly suppose it is necessary to contro- 
vert the idea before the people of West Vir- 
ginia, that the Richmond Legislature, since 
the 17th day of April, 1861, was the true and 
rightful Legislature of Virginia. Traitors may 
think so, but loyal men cannot think. so. 
Those who believe in the doctrine that a State 
has a right to secede from the Union may be 
excused for entertaining such an opinion, but 
those who believe that Virginia is still in the 
Union, and one of the United States, cannot 
tolerate such a political heresy. Why, sir, 
those men at Richmond were rebels. They 
had abjured their allegiance to the United 
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States and sworn to support the Constitution 
of the so-called Confederate States. They 
had levied war against the United States. 





| was upon condition of a change absolute and 


Shall they be acknowledged as the rightful | 


Legislature of Virginia? Not by me, sir, 


while God spares my life! 


Not by me while | 


the old flag of my fathers floats over one foot | 


of ground between the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans.” 


He quoted from the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the celebrated 


case of Luther vs. Borden, to establish the pro- | 


position that Congress having admitted Sena- | 


tors and Representatives under the govern- | 


ment as restored at Wheeling, that it could 


alone be held to be the lawful and rightful | 


government of Virginia; and its decision was 
“binding on every other department of the 
As to the objection that Con- 
gress was exercising its power in an oppres- 


government.” 


sive and unconstitutional way, by requiring a 
clause on the subject of slavery, he said that 
no law of very great importance was, perhaps, 
in all respects perfectly acceptable; the feel- 
ings and prejudices of all had to be consulted. 
While he would have preferred to have had 
the State admitted under the Constitution as it 
was originally framed, yet he could not hesi- 
tate ; the advantages of admission embarrassed 
by the change proposed by Congress, over its 
total rejection, were so overwhelming that 
there was no apology for hesitation. 
in opposition to the argument of Congres- 
sional dictation so many instances wherein it 
had been provided by Congress in the admis- 
sion of States, that restrictions and qualifica- 
tions had been imposed, that the precedents 
gave it the force of law, if it were not abso- 
lutely so in fact. In the ordinance of 1787 
for the government of the territories northwest 
of the Ohio river, slavery was absolutely for- 


bidden therein. The admission of Missouri 


He cited | 





imperative in relation to slavery. Likewise 
the State of Michigan was admitted with im- 
posed conditions by Congress. Wisconsin 
was admitted with explicit fundamental con- 
ditions in the act in relation thereto, which 
were to be complied with before it took effect. 
The same was true of Texas, and finally of 
Kansas. The principal objection to the mea- 
sure by its opponents was, he thought, not 
because of alleged Congressional dictation, 
but because if the amendment were adopted 
West Virginia would become a free State. 
This branch of the subject he discussed in the 
aspect it presented as a question of political 
economy; maintaining that slave labor ought 
not to be brought into competition with the 
white labor of West Virginia; that slavery 
was not adapted to the soil or climate of West 
Virginia, and cited copious extracts from the 
opinions of eminent Virginians in the colonial 
days and earlier history of the State, to show 
that the institution everywhere was pernicious 
in its effects. He arrayed the progress of the 
free States of the Union against the inactivity 
and dulness pervading those in which slavery 
existed, by pertinent columns of meaning 
statistics. He declared that the separation 
could not injure Virginia in the least, and 
would derange no mutual interest. No social 
interest, he said, would be disturbed, because 
“in the East the tone of society is aristocratic ; 
in the West it is democratic.” 

On the subject of the provision relating to 
the debt of Virginia, he said that in the matter 
of assuming, by the new State, of a just and 


equitable proportion of it existing at the time 


| of the ordinance of secession, “it was emi- 


nently right and proper;” that West Vir- 
ginia would not deserve to be admitted into 
the Union on any other terms. “ Any attempt 
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to evade it would be dishonorable.” He de- | 
precated any attempt to bring the issues of 


party politics into the arena in determining 
this great question before and by the people, 
as it was understood the opponents of the | 
movement were seeking to do. In the spirit | 
born of his native hills, and which seemed 
always ready to leap from his lips whenever 
the recollection of eastern domination rose up 
before him, he closed his exhaustive argument 


in this language: 


“ Sir, I do feel that the long and chilly night 
of western destitution and demoralization is 
passing away forever; and that a new era is 
dawning upon us—an era of light and life 
which shall quicken the long-dormant ener- | 


gies of our people, reveal and develop the | 
abounding treasures everywhere hidden be- | 
neath our mountains and valleys, attract labor | 
and capital and skill from every quarter of the | 
land, and elevate us to that condition of moral, | 
intellectual and physical prosperity and hap- | 
piness which we have a right to enjoy... | 
Why should we hesitate to accept the great | 
advantages before us? We have complied 
with every requisition of the law. We have 
fulfilled every constitutional obligation. And | 
now wealth and popular education, and ma- | 
terial and moral progress and development, | 
and political equality and prosperity in every | 
department of political economy, so long | 
withheld from us, are all within our grasp. | 
The ‘golden moment’ has come at last. If | 
we fail to improve it we shall deserve the | 
degradation in which our folly will have for- 
ever involved us.” 


The convention accepted the amendment, 
and the people, by a popular vote, ratified it. | 
The proclamation of President Lincoln was — 
the final act which admitted the people of | 
West Virginia in their sovereign capacity into | 
the Union of States; which admission dates 
from the 20th of june, 1863. While these 
things were taking place in Congress, Mr. 
Willey responded, as usual, to the demands | 


upon him for popular addresses. On July 4, 
1862, he addressed the gist Pennsylvania 
regiment at its encampment near Alexandria. 
He delivered an address at the forty-first anni- 
versary of the’ Philadelphia Conference Mis- 
sionary Society. On this occasion he gave 
utterance to this sentiment; ‘““To my mind 
the most sublime object under heaven ever 
since the fall, we have in the conversion of a 
sinner.” At another meeting in Philadelphia 
about the same period he electrified his audi- 
ence by his glowing oratory as he pointed 
out the powerful influence of the Christian’s 
Bible over men’s minds in the righteous gov- 
ernment of the world; and that through it the 


_ cause of justice and public liberty which the 


nation was struggling to promote must ulti- 
mately triumph, because it was just, and God 
would never desert the right. The chronicler 


of this meeting says that at this point “the 


_ enthusiasm of the audience boiled over and 


found vent in fairly shouting ‘The Star Span- 
In December, 1862, he de- 


yy 


gled Banner. 
livered a missionary speech in Brooklyn; and 
again at Wesley Chapel in Washington, on 
the 11th of January, 1863. On the assembiing 
of the first Legislature of West Virginia, Mr. 
Willey was elected as one of its Senators in 
Congress, on the 4th day of August, 1863, on 
the first ballot, receiving fifty votes out of 
sixty-eight. As illustrating the delicacy of 
his views upon the appointment to such high 
and honorable trusts, it should be said that he 
remained away from the body during the pen- 
dency of the question and sedulously avoided 
any personal canvass as unbecoming. With 
his colleague, the Hon. P. G. Van Winkle, of 
Parkersburg, he took his seat in the United 
States Senate, Monday, December 7, 1863. 
On drawing the lot, usual under such circum- 
stances, Mr. Willey drew the short term of 


Vrvucny 

nO ’ | it ersdel fodu 
pvireet 1D ‘j bbs sd Oa 
navel is } namgons até 46 inamige 
f i frot orld n- Re bbs as beaavilsb 5) i | 
sine) aitialol glial arlt jo ye 

| noiasnoo aidt.oO .yesi208 want 
ine Vere ot ar cmign and? of sommotin | 
va ooveed whbhne Japjide nildwe teomh ott 


evaynon ot ni ound ove lial eed conte 


s 





‘ 5 _. 5 we 5 a sre 
’ i a | it 3 IShLiGOe ILL wit. 
I be f ot Bes <' acters Z. : i 
3 LP wis oe bores) atime 4) POOR 
j ae ae weekes guttescnt =a but i anna 
lysdoiaog Bf) eé iOsG7& HAO ah “a 3On 
Pn ae "bor ostteaes lak 5 » ws 
yaad of) $O BOMORNTh MATa] My ILO 
' ‘ : aa ahs |e ry <I 
Ruane 2 ni-alunite-e'netm asve cht 
ee. i 
F 1s ; o a ie 
iP! it todd bow > hlhow oft te datriueis 
‘t ’ ic . 
*. rt oan) C x ici Mi MatTeull iO Sebo 
, : 4 
ig eon Storrotg of yrilygut ne ends 
P ‘ 
& hn TALE CS it SPU 13 Bi 
: a 27 po i " . t 
u * ’ J shew a3 wes % 
‘ ‘ S ? 
(ee 2) a SRA ey Fit) ipl 
fe 
te { 
‘ at i ad. ar rs ; tt] " 
y ‘a tre i 
{tre 4j f iF PEE? iy DO 
F 
t i. 
= | tf wool. fil e ne I 
‘ = 7 
: § at) HM. NOD94 Pratl Ss 
Z P 
1 f f be , pal suv te trae%e 
| f 
¥ a tid } 4 Re nt to 
7 4 Yay mn 
1 ery YEG Cy 
nae ke 5 
+ ~ IFI f i 
" ‘ — 
f ‘i 
reat i 3 >) Ny 
- Per | a | P 
Oo. jue yi ‘ on JoeB Jaw, on 
< 
‘ t tches| » 
P : 3 4 > 4 t 
di > ty a € i Wee sue 42 FE 
. ste 4, de 14 , pea pe if 
; fio ty » A SJ ah} BVPOTY ‘ 
poe Dine viel felveewt : » a 
ed bisa od bluoia 1) shaw aipoRnas bets 
Pec , , ' * re ‘ 
Sit}, RM pod of) Mie Ye Wh GSnicinst 


whinve 
dive x ane sadnu 2h zeevago danorisa YyOL 
io sini os¥ 2 4. .9okt oft augesilos aitl 


beatin ods o isoe ei sleot, Sn hginiionnsie’ 


"te 


~omsarig dove ybag Jouewdol with gaivrby 80. 


«Wont node | ons web b. alli, aM 
i i Ptive 
eke eter 


a ee 





A 


i at, 





ADAGAOM AO: «>. 


4 se? : 
viewolubse bna noiszoup ot to yonsh, 


pobs % wdenssotl ysbooMh 2 ose Be noiete. seeds alld Wy 






















































-sb sH "sldsvonodeib od blaow sieba 
jo esueel ort grind’ of tqmote yn hl f 
Reneraran ni sazis od} oto ol : 
qoeg silt yd bas, sled noiteoup: fi 


of) Ie ainsmoggo silt eon! 7} 


+ 
titige a) al = .ob of gridoon stow Inom 
bomase Hoidw bos ellid siten eid Og 
aevousttw aq eid mod qual ot ybaott 
¥ Cts ee 
qu onan nojjeniuneb metas te malts f j 
momayis ovideuedss ed Tpeels ork: 
, ge 
idigin yilita bre gral odtisilt lost 
a notwatissomes® bos sven is grS pob- I 
zi era wet a deel bas avert yaw 
oti! bag tail Yo dd nein hogy, 
yous Insenn b-gnol > da nealoiup (nate. 
efi e@alaveb ties tsove1 aiqosq 10 
-of pbbbit med yes pie 3) 3 
del tote evoliew bas an aievem 4 i 
if} lo wetvaup yrave mon llide-hoe fei 
crn to qevhbaed 160s oF ap sievels b ng. . 
NTE “CRT eO vey lao a bine tow 38) ; 
En A uti 1 6 ayn sy hoidy anoty 
wit tyson od ois naodl ow blue 
| 4 


Ao V¥/ at a. to “‘noidieiapay 4 
A : onulitza05 ari 
gin ‘torts pe eat eae THEO bas sigh 
namegaioveb BRE RANT gOW leo | 

prove Ar irqaing bre ‘ibe ips Ieoid 
12445 Oz SPPONGSS Fe sitilog fie) to 
ny qwo miviiw iin ows eo im on 
jeal tn SIROD eal ' deere nalate oD 
ovyoest Nade ow J. svogeT Of tae 
ot svadl iw ygilal swe dow tt nol abs 

. “eu ‘bovk vier 





tasmbracte at hesquons rovinna 
i ballin et0¥ wilugeg 6 yd olqor 
acw aleonid tnsbien't Yo anizem 
Vo slqosey ott batsienbs- doithw’ to 
olni yiiaaqn>: nginovor sist) a 
2stab. noinvitnba:doitiw 7 


———— 


pale oF gna aie 






30 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





two years. In January, 1864, Mr. Willey, by | 


invitation, addressed a mass meeting at the 


Musical Fund Hall in Brooklyn on the occa- | 


sion of the forty-fifth anniversary of the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 
the organ of the society: 


“Hon W. T. Willey, Senator from West 
Virginia, next addressed the vast audience on 
the material and moral result of the great 
Gospel Mission to man. 


His address was thus mentioned in 


zation was a triumphant vindication of the di- 
vine origin of Christianity, judging it by its 
fruits even in this world. It was not an 
unauthorized view of the Gospel Mission, but 
it was an unusual view, and one that required 
knowledge and power to bring it out clearly. 
His comparison of ancient and modern science, 
of ancient and modern literature, was as just 
as it was masterly. The whole address was a 
luminous commentary on the first of the pas- 
sage, ‘Godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is and 
of that which is to come.’”’ 


On the 22d of March, 1864, Mr. Willey 
made a speech in the Senate in favor of the 
constitutional amendment abolishing slavery. 


In entire harmony with his character he is | 


always found upon the side of order and pre- 
cedent. 
amendment, because it then became a part of 


His comparison of | 
the different civilizations with Christian civili- | 








the organic law, which defied the turbulence | 


of the times or the sophistries of the dema- | 


gogue. 


Nothing, he maintained, could justify | 


a violent step outside of the obligations of the | 


national Constitution. Of his speech on this 
occasion Forney’s Washington Chronicle said: 


““The speech of Senator Willey was indeed an 


effort of commanding ability, and will long be | 


remembered and profitably read by patriotic 


” 


men.” Mr. Willey voted for the amendment 
on its final passage. In May, 1864, Mr. Willey 


addressed the Laymen’s Convention, assem- 





| pamphlet forni. 





bled at Philadelphia for the purpose of con- 
sidering the propriety and expediency of ad- 
mitting lay delegates into the legislative coun- 
cils of the M. E. Church. Of this address the 
Methodist, of New York, said that “it was a 
notable feature of the convention.” In Sep- 
tember following he delivered the annual ad- 
Union and Philomathean 
And 


during the same fail he canvassed a large part 


dress before the 
societies of Waynesburg (Pa.) College. 


of the new State for the republican presiden- 
tial ticket of Lincoln and Johnson. January 
31, 1865, he was again elected to the Senate, 
this time for six years: being the only person 
nominated in either branch of the legislature, 
and receiving fifty-three out of sixty-nine 
votes. The bill coming 
June, 1866, to extend the right of suffrage to 
in the District of Columbia, Mr. 


Willey offered an amendment confining the 


up on the 27th of 
negroes 


right to such as could read and who could 
write their names, and in support of his view 
which was 


made a speech published in 


He took an active part in 


| the gubernatorial campaign that fall in his 


State, at which Gov. A. I. Boreman was again 


| elected, having been previously chosen the 
He argued for the passage of the | 


The follow- 
ing winter, in connection with President Gar- 


first Governor of West Virginia. 


field, he addressed, by special invitation, the 
meeting of the managers and friends of “ The 
Protestant Orphan Asylum,” at the Thirteenth 
Street Baptist Church in Washington. In 
March, 1867, by invitation, he addressed the 
Sabbath-school Association of the Philadel- 
phia Conference at its anniversary, held at 
Harrisburg, on the subject of “The Relation 
of the Sabbath-school to the Welfare of the 
State” 
with all his fervor, into the presidential can- 


The following year he threw himself, 


vass which resulted in the first election of 
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Gen. U.S. Grant. After this election he was 


..: szested in several papers, among others by | 


the Wheeling Intelligencer, as a proper person 
{or a cabinet position. Among other questions 
which excited great attention about this period 
was that of compensation to Southern loyal- 
,-ts for their private property taken for public 
In March, 
Mr. Willey made a speech upon the 
subject, in favor of compensation. In the 


spring of 1870, Mr. Willey introduced a bill 


use owing to the late rebellion. 


i870, 


into the Senate, for a division of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the 
several States, for educational purposes. In 
this he was the pioneer of all the movements 
that have since been made in this direction. 
Hie addressed the Senate on the subject on the 
spth of April, 1871, in some carefully pre- 
pared remarks, which are replete with ripe 
statesmanship and most valuable suggestions. 
He maintained that the duty of the hour re- 
quired that the mass of newly-enfranchised 
persons upon whom the mantle of citizenship 


had been cast by events growing out of the war 


should be prepared for an intelligent exercise 
of their newly-acquired rights. It was not 
alone from the ignorance of the African race 
that dangers were to be feared. Mr. Willey 
showed that there were 467,023 white voters, 
according to the census of 1860, who could 
neither read nor He thought the 


welicy of American statesmen looked too 


write. 


much to the development of the exclusively 
matcrialistic—the physical resources of the 
mation. These, he said, were not the only, 
si teed not the principal, elements of national 
4cilare, 
itical economist look more to the intellec- 
‘ualand the moral. Here they find the only 
“= principles which must underlie all abiding 


Rational prosperity and glory. Moreover, 


The true statesman and the wise | 





looking only to the development and advance- 
ment of material interests, it was demonstrated 
that the general education of the people would 
be the most efficient and reliable basis of suc- 
cess. A philosophic contemplation of the 
future of the country must inspire the gravest 
apprehensions in the mind of every thoughtful 
patriot. The territory of the nation was ex- 
panding. Already every variety of climate, 
from the borders of the frigid zone almost to 
the tropics, was included in the realm. History, 
physiology, philosophy admonished of the 
effects of climate on the character, habits, 
passions—if not, indeed, on the opinions of 
men. There was a vast diversity of economi- 
cal interests that would be constantly engen- 
dering internal antagonisms of policy. Dif- 
ferences of race and language and the dis- 
cords of heterogeneous civilization introduced 
by the large influx of foreign immigration, 
would multiply the disturbing influences likely 
to agitate the country. The European and 
African were already here, and Asia was be- 
ginning to pour her hordes upon the Pacific 
Coast. 
this direction, attracted much attention from 
the thoughtful who heard and read it. The 


Boston Journal spoke of it at some length, 


His speech, which was the pioneer in 


concluding as follows: “When Mr. Willey 
concluded he received the hearty congratula- 
tions of Mr. Sumner and others, who had 
listened to him with evident interest and pro- 
fit.” In July, 1870, Mr. Willey delivered the 
annual oration before the societies of Wes- 
leyan University, Middletown, Connecticut. 
This effort was most highly commended by 
several of the distinguished persons who were 
At the solicitation of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Republican party, 


present. 


he canvassed the State in the fall of this year. 
It was in this campaign that the political scale 
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in West Virginia turned, which pending event 
Mr. Willey intimated to his political allies 
soon after he entered the field. His sena- 
torial life ended March 3, 1871, his term 


expiring at 3 o'clock, p.M., on that day. Dur- 


ing Mr. Willey’s senatorial career it can be | 


said, in general terms, that he cordially sup- 
ported the general policy of the Republican 


party. Especially is this so on all questions | 


relating to the suppression of the Rebellion. 
With him this was a duty patriotically and re- 
When the 


questions were simply of a judicial character, 


ligiously paramount to all others. 


he voted against the majority if his judgment 
so dictated. The notable instances in which 
he differed from his political friends in this 
class of cases, were on the resolution to expel 
Senator Bright, of Indiana; and on the right 
of Senator Stockton, of New Jersey, to retain 
his seat. While in the Senate he was a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Pensions, District 
of Columbia, Naval Affairs, on Claims, and 
for several years was chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Patents and Patent Office. 
standing of Mr. Willey among his fellow- 
Senators was highly creditable to his State, 
and gratifying to his sense of personal pride. 
His urbane manners made him a favorite with 
partisan friends and foes alike. 
of character won the esteem of all, for his 
views, however variant from others, were 


never expressed in a manner designed to | 


evince any other than an honest purpose to 
arrive at the very truth. His scholarly 
acquirements and research made him early a 
man of mark in a body so remarkable for 


No 


eminence in knowledge and learning. 


better conception of his position can be ad- | 


vanced than that drawn by the skillful genius 
of one who was a member of the House of 
Representatives during the period of his sen- 


The | 


His integrity | 





| proceedings. 
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atorial life, who subsequently became a 
Senator and cabinet minister, and whose 
career is a very important factor in the history 
of the 


writer hé remarked that Mr. Willey was a 


nation. In a coversation with the 
member of that small circle of persons who in 
every deliberative body are known and recog- 
nized as wise men, and are consulted in mat- 
ters of great moment for their safe and dis- 
creet counsel. Once again, after a stormy 
and laborious era, Mr. Willey is inthe private 
walks of life. He resumed the practice of his 
profession immediately on his return home in 


March, 1871. He for the second time de- 


| livered the address at the decoration of the 


soldiers’ graves at Morgantown, cn the 30th 
of May of the same year. In June following 
he read an elaborate paper before the Histori- 
cal Society of West Virginia on the Geogra- 
In 


July of the same year he wrote a series of 


phical History of Monongalia County. 


articles to the West Virginian at Fairmont, 
at the request of the editor, opposing the call 
for a convention to amend the Constitution of 
the State. 
popular vote, and, without his solicitation, he 


The convention was called by a 


was called by the people of his county to 
represent them therein. He took no very 
active part in its deliberations, but maintained 
a dignified and watchful interest in all the 
When the Committee on Taxa- 
tion and Finance reported to the body the 
provisions as now found in sections five and 
six of Article X. of the Constitution, and these 
had been adopted in committee of the whole, 
Mr. Willey not deeming them sufficiently ex- 
plicit on the subject of the unsettled financial 
status existing between the States of Virginia 
and West Virginia, offered to amend the report 
by adding thereto as an additional section to 
the article the following: 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 








“ An equitable proportion of the public debt 


of the Commonwealth of Virginia, prior to 
the first day of January, in the year one thou- 


sand eight hundred and sixty-one, shall be — 


assumed by this State; and the Legislature 
shall ascertain the same as soon as may be 
practicable, and provide for the payment 
thereof.” 


This was the clause in the Constitution of 
1863, under which the State had been admitted 
into the Union, and Mr. Willey strenuously 
maintained that a sense of fairness and politi- 
cal integrity required the people of the State 
to retain and fully recognize this obligatory 
provision. 
vote of twenty ayes to forty-six noes. When 
the report of the Committee on Bill of Rights 
and Elections was under consideration, he 
moved to amend the amendment of the com- 
mittee of the whole by inserting at the end of 
section sixteen, which, as reported, closed 
thus: “ The people of this State have the in- 
herent, sole and exclusive right of regulating 
the internal government and police thereof,” 
these words: “ But every citizen of the State 


owes paramount allegiance to the Government 


of the United States.” 


The amendment was rejected by a 





This amendment was | 


also rejected by a vote of seven to fifty-six. | 
The convention did not complete its work and — 


adjourn until the oth day of April, 1872, but | 
Mr. Willey, being in delicate health, asked 


leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session on the 30th of March previous, which 
was reluctantly but unanimously granted. He 
then arose and in a very impressive manner 


addressed the body, saying among other 
things: 


sponsibilities relate to the present and the 
future. But the interests of neither the present 
nor the future will be promoted by cherishing 
needless animosities, personal or political. For 
myself, I desire to see all the causes of such 
strife removed—forever removed. Sir, I love 
peace and those moral and intellectual achieve- 
ments which can be accomplished only in 
times of peace. I abhor war and all its insep- 
arable atrocities; and tc-day and here, on the 
eve of sundering those personal and social re- 
lations with the members of this bedy, which, 
although they have been brief, have been uni- 
formly cordial and kind, I can and do, with 
the deepest sincerity of heart, repeat the lan- 
guage put by Shakespeare into the mouth of 
Henry IV. of England : 


““No more the thirsty entrance of this soil 

Shall daub her lips with her own chil- 
dren’s blood ; 

No more shall trenching war channel her 
fields, 

Nor bruise her flowerets with the armed 
hoofs 

Of hostile paces: those opposed eyes, 

Which, like the meteors of a troubled 
heaven, 

All of one nature, of one substance bred— 

Did lately meet in the intestine shock 

And furious close of civil butchery, 


Shall now in mutual, well-beseeming 
ranks, 

March all one way; and be no more op- 
posed 


Against kindred, and allies ; 
The edge of war, like an ill-sheathed 
knife, 


No more shall cut his master.’ 


“Tn all free governments, political parties 


are inevitable; perhaps they are necessary. 


“ Mr. President, the past cannot be recalled; ° 


it has gone into the province of history, by 
whose impartial record all men and all parties 
must ultimately abide. While we may not 
Wisely reject the lessons it would teach to all 


thoughtful men, yet our especial duties and re- | 


3 


Properly controlled, they contribute to the 
public welfare; unregulated by reason and 
patriotism, they will again, as they have done 
in time past, lead to the direst calamities. Mr. 
President and gentlemen of the Convention, 
henceforth let our only strife be the noble 
emulation of the statesman, seeking who can 
best promote the peace and advance the pros- 
perity of our beloved young State, and of our 
common country. I now perform what I have 
no doubt will be my last act of public life, in 
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offering the resolutions which I send to the 


chair: ‘ Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
convention, without distinction of parties, the 
time has come when it would be wise and 
judicious that all political disabilities growing 
out of any connection with the late civil war 
should cease in West Virginia; and our Sen- 
ators and Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States are hereby requested to use 
their influence in securing the passage of an 


act of Congress removing all such disabilities. 


Resolved, That copies of the foregoing reso- 
lution, with the ayes and noes recorded in the 
vote thereon, be transmitted by the President 
of this Convention to our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, to be laid before the 
Houses to which they respectively belong.’” 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
The remarks and the resolutions are entirely 


in accord with the magnanimity of Mr. Willey’s | 


character, and were a fitting close to a career 
of great activity in a field in which the fiercest 
human passions had been stirred, and had been 
allayed in blood, but over which the sense of 
duty which fills the superior mind was the 
guiding star, although tears might be shed 
during its exercise. Although practically re- 
tired from the political arena, Mr. Willey was 
induced by the Central Committee of his 
party to take some part in the presidential 
campaign of 1872, making several speeches at 
prominent points in the State. Hewas nomi- 
nated for Congress at the Cranberry conven- 
tion in 1874, against his express will and de- 
clined. During the following years, until 
1876, he was busily engaged in the practice 
of his profession in Monongalia and surround- 
ing counties. He did not, however, relinquish 
his literary labors and studies, but delivered 
addresses before religious and other bodies 
on various subjects; his chief lecture being 
“Wesleyan Hymnology versus Doggerel;” 
and his sketch of the life of Philip Doddridge, 








his law preceptor, before the West Virginia | 


Historical Society. In 1876 he was a delegate 


to the National Republican Convention at Cin- 


cinnati, and was chairman of the delegation 


from his State. He voted steadily and to the 


- end for the nomination of the Hon. James G. 


Blaine, of Maine. He subsequently took a 
part in the canvass which resulted in the elec- 
tion of President R. B. Hayes. 
year he was appointed one of the six laymen 
by the Board of Bishops of the M. E. Church, 
to act in conjunction with six ministers, to 
other Methodist churches con- 
cerning questions of fraternity and union. In 


1878, he delivered the fourth in the series of 


In the same 


confer with 


lectures at the West Virginia University, his 
subject being “ The Relation of Law to Civil 
Liberty ;”” which he subsequently repeated by 
request before the Philomathean Society at 
Kingwood. In May of the same year he de- 
livered the address on Decoration Day at the 
Grafton National Cemetery. He was a dele- 
gate to the General Conference of the M. EF. 
Church which met at Cincinnati in 1880, and 
spent the month of May attending its sessions. 
He participated in the discussions pertaining 
to the report of the Cape May Commission, 
which had reported an adjustment of the con- 
flicting claims of the M. E. Church and the 
M. E. Church South in relation to the church 
property in the South. He insisted upon the 
maintenance of the terms of the agreement 
made by the commission on behalf of the 
Church, as a matter of good faith, and because 
a repudiation of it would re-open the questions 
of strife and bitterness. He was a member of 
a committee of the legislative department 
which was charged with the duty of submitting 
a plan for two distinct houses of the General 
Conference, composed respectively of minis- 
terial and lay delegates. He was in charge of 


the report in the body, and the plan, although 
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defeated, received a large vote. He maintained 
that sooner or later its adoption was inevitable. 
Ife again took part in political affairs to a 
limited extent during the campaign of 1880. 


His friends thought that he never appeared to | 


a better advantage than during this canvass. 
His wisdom was ripened into the fullest ma- 


turity of his powers, and although singularly | 


free from selfishness in the sincerity of his 


opinions all his life, he seemed to be wholly | 


absolved from any interest in the pending 
events save that of a high patriotic resolve for 


his country’s welfare. This purpose made his 


speeches interesting to all parties, and, as they | 
breathed a pure purpose, however their senti- 


ments might be disapproved, and were free 
from the acrimonious tone too often heard in 


the heat of the canvass, they were listened to | 


with most respectful attention by the opposi- 
tion, and with warm admiration by his allies. 
In May, 1881, by special request, he made 
the inaugural address at the opening of the 
Lincoln Club in Wheeling. In August, 1882, 
he addressed the Teachers’ Institute of Mon- 
ongalia county on the subject of “ National 
Aid for Public Schools,” which was published 


by request. On the death of Capt. Wm. S. 


Cobun, clerk of the County Court of Monon- | 
galia county, Mr. Willey was appointed to the | 


vacancy in November, 1882, which position 
he still holds. 
assigned to this sketch to give even a synopsis 
of all of Mr. Willey’s efforts and works in the 
various spheres which he has filled. Those 


It is impossible in the limits 





heretofore given have been included with a | 


View to indicate his position on current events, | 
and to illustrate them, rather than as speci- | 


mens of his style. He was a frequent contri- 
butor to public journals and reviews, both 
religious and political, and wielded always a 


graceful and able pen. 


Of Mr. Willey’s ora- | 





torical powers it can be said they are of no 
ordinary character. They are best shown, 
perhaps, in some of his unstudied bursts of 
eloquence in advocacy at the bar. On such 
occasions, the sweep of his power seems utterly 
irresistible as the electric current can almost 
be seen to scintillate from the tip of his long, 
bony finger, and his high genius iilumes his 
kindling eye. His triumphs at the bar are 
scattered over a period of a half-century, and 
would alone furnish material for an interesting 
volume. His reasoning powers are distin- 
guished more for breadth of analysis than 
subtlety or acuteness ; hence, he is not so well 
known in the ranks of the special pleaders. 
He understands more of the philosophy of the 
law than the mere forms by which it is too 
often made successful in its practice by men 
of less culture and intellect. Asa statesman 
his record, so imperfectly sketched here, is 
before his countrymen, While in the Senate 
of the United States he did not fill so large a 
place in the public eye, or occupy so much 
space inthe public prints as many others, yet 
it is believed that his fame will be in com- 
parison like the silent, colorless rock at the 
foot of the ncdding, waving monarch of the 
forest, enduring when the winds shall have 
ceased to rustle through its branches and its 


In 
the sphere of citizenship, Mr. Willey has ever 


trunk will have returned to native mould. 


been held in high esteem by his fellow-men. 
He has participated in all the public enterprises 
in which the community has engaged, and has 
enjoyed the confidence of all for his discretion 
and sterling integrity. His reputation for 
probity in public and private life is as unsul- 
lied as the new-fallen snow. Through his 


church relationship his name has become 
familiar to thousands of the homes of the land 


as the synonym for purity and exalted Chris- 
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tian character. His friendships are firm and 
unselfish. But in no manner will his mem- 
ory be perpetuated in the future more signally 
or with more lasting certainty, than through 


the influence of a lofty example, exhibiting | 


all the noble qualities that enter into the com- 


position of a character which combines a just | 
pride without ostentation, candor without dis- | 
simulation, humility without affectation, learn- | 


ing without vanity, generosity without selfish- 
All of these 
elements are the environments of his daily 


ness, and truth without fear. 


existence and 


“Bespeak the good man who acts out the 
whole— 


The whole of all he knows of high andtrue.”’ | 


Much, and in fact nearly all, of Senator Wil- 
ley’s local career is passed over for want of 
space, but the history and the progress of 
Morgantown for fifty years—yes, sixty years 


One of 
the foremost lawyers of his day, he has been 


—has been his history as a citizen. 


all this time quietly yet busily engaged in 
civil cases of more than ordinary importance. 
A member of the Bar of Monongalia says of 
him: “As a casuist, 1 know of no lawyer in 
the State who is his equal. 
complex, conflicting and paradoxical a case 
might be, he would eventually fathom its 


No matter how 





depths, and do exact justice in his conclu- | 


sions.’ Senator Willey married Elizabeth 


E. Ray in the year 1834. To this union were 


the Pension Office, married; Louisa A., living 
with her father on Chancery Hill, unmarried; 
Jno. B. Willey, living with his father at the 
old homestead, unmarried. Senator Willey 
resides on “ Chancery Hill,” inthe home built 
by him in 1839. It isnota high dwelling, but 
broad and deep, with spacious halls and rooms, 
and looks as substantial to-day as ever. If the 
Senator had not been conspicucus in public 
life, his continued residence on Chancery Hill 
would entitle him to local celebrity at least. 
For fifty years he has traversed the long, 
steep hills between his home and Morgan- 
town’s business centre, nearly a mile, and all 
this time has found both health and safety in 
his summit abode, and four times a day makes 
the journey. He isto be found in the handsome 
new court-house at half-past seven to eight 
o'clock, and as late as five in the afternoon. 
At his home he is to be seen surrounded with 
the brightness and newness of a man in mid- 


dle life. 


the latest publications on religion, science, art 


Around him and in the library are 


and political economy, and to these he is de- 
voted as ever. In truth, he is a noble example 
of a Christian statesman whom West Virgin- 
ians will always be glad to honor. 


———— 


Me, . GAY was the eldest son of 
John and Margaret Gay, of Tyrone 


' county, Ireland; born about the year 1780. 


born the following children: Mary E., who | 


intermarried with M. D. Caselberry, M. D., 
and who deceased in September, 1862; Sarah 
B., who intermarried with J. M. Hagans, living; 
Wm. P. Willey, now Law Professor in the 
West Virginia University, married; Julia E., 
intermarried with ex-State Senator W. C. Mc- 
Graw, living; Thos. R. Willey, now in the 
employ of the Government at Washington, in 


His mother was a sister of Col. William Mc- 
Cleery, who came before the close of the 
Revolution to Washington county, Pennsyl- 
vania, then supposed to be within the terri- 
tory of Virginia. After the adjustment of the 
dividing line between the States of Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, he removed to Morgantown, 


_ Virginia, and received from the Governor of 


Virginia a commission as colonel, and was 
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active in the defence of the northwest Vir- | 
ginia border against the incursions of the 
Indians. President Washington commissioned 
him Collector of the United States excise tax 
on whiskey, the duties of which office he exe- 
cuted under great difficulties, but discharged 
them until the Whiskey Insurrection was put 
down and the tax law repealed. Col. Mc- 
Cleery, after the death of his first wife, Isa- 
bella Stockton, of Berkeley county, Virginia, 
about 1800, wrote to his nephew, Mathew | 
Gay, to come to this country and make his | 
home in Morgantown. He came, studied 
law in his office, and, upon the retirement of 
his uncle from professional life in 1811, suc- 
ceeded him therein, having previously in 1805 
renounced his allegiance to King George III., 
and become a naturalized citizen of the United 
States. Col. McCleery, having held the office 
of Deputy Attorney-General in the old Dis- 


trict Court, and afterwards attorney for the | 
Commonwealth in the County Court of Mo- | 
nongalia county, resigned the latter office in | 


1811, and Mr. Gay, near the close of the war | 
(June 14, 1814), was appointed attorney for | 
the Commonwealth in the County Court of | 
Monongalia county, and continued to hold 
this official position for thirty-three consecu- 
tive years (until 1847), when he resigned. His 
active professional life extended through a 
period of nearly fifty years. In 1814, when 
the British forces entered the Chesapeake | 





Bay, Mr. Gay volunteered in a cavalry com- | 
pany,raised by Capt. William N. Jarrett, of | 
Monongalia county. The company had made 

but one day’s march towards the National | 
Capital, when the news of its burning and the | 
retirement of the enemy from the Chesapeake | 
reached them, and that their services were not 


required. On his journey in 1807 on horse- 
back to Richmend, Virginia, to be examined | 


as to his proficiency and to obtain the signa- 


_ tures of three of the judges to his license to 


practice law, he tarried over night at the 
house of Alexander Smith, on the Potomac 
river, and saw for the first time Margaret 
Smith, then a little blue-eyed girl, and who, 
Mr. 
Gay was manager (director) of ‘‘ The Monon- 


fifteen years afterwards, became his wife. 


galia Farmers’ Company, of Virginia,” a bank 
of exchange, discount and deposit, organized 
in Morgantown in December, 1:814, and in 
1840, when it wound up its business, was 
appointed its agent to coliect and distribute its 
assets. In 1841 he was elected President of 
The Merchants’ Bank of 


Wheeling, at Mergantown, and was elected its 


and Mechanics’ 


president annually until his death on the 17th 
of March, 1857. Mr. 
president of the Board of Trustees of Monon- 


Gay also served as 


galia Academy, consecutively from 1827 to 
his death in 1857,a period of thirty years. 
The following resolutions are found among the 
records ci the April term, 1857, of the Circuit 
Court of Monongalia county, submitted by 
Hon. Edgar C. Wilson at the first Circuit 
Court held in the county after Mr. Gay’s 
death, and directed by Judge George W. 
Thompson, to be entered among that day's 
proceedings (8th April, 1857): 

“That, although Mr. Gay had for many 
years retired from the bar, yet his long pro- 
fessional career, his rigid integrity, and his 
character as a citizen in all the relations of 
life, had commanded the public respect and 
He died 
full of years, honored and respected by all 


veneration in no ordinary degree. 


who knew him. 

“That as an enduring memorial of the deep 
feeling of sorrow and regret inspired in the 
bosom of every member of this bar, at his death, 
and of their high regard for his memory, the 
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court, now in session, be respectfully requested 
to direct these resolutions to be entered of 
record among the proceedings of the term.” 


Four sons of Mr. Gay: William M., died in | 


1834; Alexander S., in 1852; John G., in 
1865; Mathew, in 1869; and a daughter, 
Sarah A., in 1882. 

Four daughters survive: Jane V., wife of 
Andrew McDonald, of McDonald, Orange 
county, Florida; Jennette I., widow of Dr. 
Magnus W. Tate, deceased, now of Louisville, 
Kentucky ; Margaret P., widow of Hon. Wil- 
liam G. Brown, deceased, of Kingwood, West 
Virginia; and Mary E., wife of John J. Brown, 
Esq., of Morgantown, West Virginia. 

Mr. Gay was a very extensive reader, well 
posted in history, English literature, and 
especially well acquainted with the English 
poets, and quoted largely and fluently from 
his favorite authors from memory; and meas- 
ured men by their integrity and intellectual 
and moral worth, and not by their wealth. 


————$S —__—_—— 


DMUND SHISLER, President of the 


Second National Bank of Morgantown | 


and an active and influential business man of 
that town, is a son of Michael and Susan 
(Hawthorne) Shisler, and was born February 
20, 1836, in Morgantown, West Virginia. 

John Shisler, grandfather of Edmund, was 
a member of one of the oldest families of Win- 
chester, Virginia, and about 
after the formation of Monongalia county, 
came to Morgantown, being among the found- 
ers of that old and prosperous borough. He 
was a wagon-maker by trade, a Presbyterian 
in religious faith and an old-line whig in 
political texture. 

Four years after the family settled in Mor- 
gantown, or in 1802, Michael Shisler, father, 


1798, shortly | 








was born. He learned the trade of a wagon- 
maker, and with his father carried on a wagon- 
making business in Morgantown for more than 
He died February 18, 1857. 
Both politically and religiously he followed in 


half a century. 


the footsteps of his father. 

Mr. Shisler received an academic education 
in the old Monongalia Academy at Morgan- 
town. When a young man he went to Cin- 
cinnati and accepted a position as book-keeper 
in a wholesale grocery and commission house, 
where he remained about four years, and 
migrated stil! further west and entered the 


employ of the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad 


company, at St. Louis, Missouri. In 1864 he 
returned to Morgantown, and for a time repre- 
sented a St. Louis oil company. In 1865 he 


founded 7he Constitution, the first Democratic 
newspaper in Monongalia county after the 
Civil War. 
that paper but nine months, when he took the 


He remained with the fortunes of 


position of assistant cashier in the Second 
National Bank of Morgantown, where he re- 
mained until 1880, when he embarked in the 
hardware trade. Since his acceptance of the 
position of assistant cashier of the Second 
National Bank he has been intimately asso- 
ciated with it 
In 1880 he was made vice-president, and four 
In 


addition to his mercantile interests and those 


in various Official relations. 
years later president of the institution. 


of a strictly financial character already men- 
tioned, he takes an active part in other mat- 
ters of an industrial nature, commensurate 
with the growth and development of the town. 

In the material development and growth of 
Morgantown for quite a number of years the 
Building and Loan Associations have played 
avery potent part. They have been instru- 
mental in furnishing many of the poorer and 


working classes with the means for building 
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homes and have contributed in other ways to 
the substantial thrift and prosperity of the 


town. Mr. Shisler has always, as organ- 


izer and manager, taken an active part in the | 


promotion of these enterprises. Heis a direc- 
tor ofthe Morgantown Building and Improve- 
ment Company and the Morgantown Cream- 
ery Company. 

In political sympathy he is a democrat and 
has served his town in the capacities of coun- 
cilman and mayor. He is a member of Mor- 
gan Lodge, No. 1762, Knights of Honor ; 
Decker Council, No. 253, National Union, 
and is treasurer of each of them. 

Mr. Shislerand Margaret Hoffman, daughter 
of John H. Hoffman (see sketch), were united 
in marriage November, 1876. This union has 


been blessed in the birth of one child, John H. 
REE ea 


HORNTON PICKENPAUGH, one of the 
leading business men of Monongalia 
county and northern West Virginia, is one 
who owes his remarkable success in life to his 
own unaided efforts, to steadiness of purpose, 
perseverance, ability, activity, and a strict ob- 
servance of correct commercial methods. 

He is a son of Nicholas and Abigail (Chad- 
wick) Pickenpaugh, and was born at Morgan- 
town, Monongalia county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), February 26, 1838. The ancestral 
home of the Pickenpaugh family is in one of 
the beautiful Rhineland valleys of the great 
German empire. From the old to the new world 
came some of its industrious and energetic 
members and became residents of Pennsylva- 
nia. George Pickenpaugh, the grandfather, 
came from George’s Creek, Pennsylvania, be- 
fore 1804, to Randall, then known as Jimtown, 
Where he purchased a farm of considerable 
size, which is now owned by William H. Han- 








| 
| 
| 


dren—five sons and four daughters. 


way, William Hall and Alpheus Yeager. 
George Pickenpaugh was an industrious farmer 
and a good citizen, and married Charlotte Bar- 
rickman. To their union were born nine chil- 
Nicholas 
Pickenpaugh, father, was born in Cass dis- 
trict, June 20, 1804, and died at Morgantown, 
November 5, 1853, during the great fever 
epidemic of the last-named year. 

Nicholas Pickenpaugh came to Morgantown 
when but a mere boy and learned the trade of 
edge-tool maker with James Chadwick, who 
then supplied a very large section of country 
with edge-tools. When this line of hand-made 
work was supplanted by machine-manufac- 
tured goods, Mr. Pickenpaugh learned the 
trade of blacksmith, which he followed the 
remainder of his life, except two years spent 
in the general mercantile business. He was 
a thorough-going business man, and a strong 
democrat in politics, and was twice married, 
first to Abigail Chadwick, who was born Octo- 
ber 21, 1809, and died July 9, 1840, and aiter 
her death to Eliza Jane Kauffman, by whom 
he had no children. By his first wife he had 
five sons and two daughters, all of whom are 
dead except Thornton, subject, and Abigail 
C., wife of F. M. Durbin, of Grafton, this 
State. Mrs. Abigail Pickenpaugh 
Pennsylvania nativity and Scotch-Irish de- 


was of 


scent, but was brought at an early age to Mor- 
gantown by her father, James Chadwick, some 
of whose descendants and relatives have been 
among the leading merchants of the ‘‘ Uni- 
versity City” for over three-quarters of a cen- 
tury. The Chadwicks of Morgantown are 
related to the Chadwick family of Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, one of whose members, 
John Chadwick, the proprietor of the celebrated 
“White House Inn,” was murdered by John 
McFall, who was tried, convicted and executed 
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for the crime, and being the first man executed 
in that county. 


| 
| 


Thornton Pickenpaugh was reared at Mor- | 


gantown and received his intellectual educa- | 


{ 
| 


tion in the Old Monongalia Academy, but his | 


more important and business education was 
gained in the great world of active life, where 


the richest prizes fall to the proper combina- | 
tion of brains and will. At fourteen years of | 


age he commenced to learn the trade of a 
blacksmith with his father; but upon the death 
of the latter, a year later, he left the shop to 


become a clerk in the store of his uncle, D. | 


H. Chadwick, where he remained for eleven 


years. At the end of that time he occupied 


the position of general manager in the large | 


mercantile establishment of George M. Hagans, 
where he remained from 1862 until 1867, 


when he removed to Mt. Pleasant, Henry | 


county, Iowa, and followed farming for one 
year. Not agreeably impressed with the pur- 


suit of agricultural operations in the west, he 


returned, in 1868, to Morgantown, where he | 
entered upon the remarkable and successful | 


career of a merchant. He commenced upon 
a small scale in a building now occupied by 
G.W. John & Co., on High street. 


qualified, thoroughly trained and well experi- 


Naturally 


enced, he soon built up a patronage whose 
increasing proportions necessitated his re- 
moval to larger and better fitted quarters, 
which he found in the building now occupied, 
on Walnut street, by George C. Hayes and 
company. As the volume of his business still 
increased he was compelled a second time to 


look for larger quarters, and removed in 1882 | 


to his present location on Walnut street, ex- 
tending from No. 129 to No. 131, inclusive, or 
a frontage of thirty-six feet by a depth of 
On the basis 
of honorable dealing and fair profits, Mr. Pick- 


eighty-seven and one-half feet. 








enpaugh has built up an immense trade, and 
numbers among his patrons the leading fam- 
ilies of Morgantown and vicinity, and a large 
number of persons from quite a distant part 
of the country. His business establishment 
contains a heavy and carefully selected stock 
of all kinds of general mercantile goods, not 
to be surpassed, only by a large city estab- 
lishment. Every foot of the area of space on 
both floors of his establishment is néeded for 
an adequate display of his goods. He em- 
ploys six salesmen and has one of the repre- 


sentative houses in the mercantile business in 


West Virginia. 


On February 15, 1865, Mr. Pickenpaugh 
was united in marriage with Mary F. Wagner, 
a daughter of William Wagner, cashier of the 
old Merchants’ and Mechanics’, afterward the 
Merchants’ National, and now the Mononga- 
hela Valley Bank. Mr. and Mrs. Picken- 
paugh have two children: Lillie, wife of Rev. 
John L. Roemer, a Presbyterian minister of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and J. Clark, now engaged 
in the mercantile business with his father. 

Since 1880, Mr. Pickenpaugh has been en- 
gaged in getting out timber in Harrison, Pres- 
ton, Marion and Monongalia counties, this 
State, and Greene and Fayette counties, Penn- 
sylvania, employing a regular force of twenty- 
five men in both States. 
contracting and building business, and has 


He also does a large 


given considerable attention to agricultural ope- 
rations, owning a large farm near Morgantown 
and several smaller ones in Preston and Marion 
counties, where he raises horses and cattle. 
Thornton Pickenpaugh has made his own 
way in life, owing nothing to wealth or influen- 
tial friends. Beginning at the foot of the lad- 
der he has climbed steadily round after round 
until he became one of the leading and useful 


business men of northern West Virginia. 
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Pleasant, genial, courteeus and kind, he has | success and profit the remainder of his life. 
become popular in both business and social | 


circles. 
and enterprising, enduring success and a good 
reputation have been the important prizes that 
he has drawn in the great lottery of human 
life. 


—_——_e 





ON. JOHN E. PRICE, ex-member of | 


the House of Delegates of West Vir- 
ginia, and a competent surveyor of Monon- 


Honest, straightforward, industrious | 


On the political questions of the day he was a 
high protectionist, favoring internal improve- 
ments and National Banks, hence he was an 
old-line whig,and upon the disintegration of 


| that party he became a republican, which 


galia county, West Virginia, is a son of Wil- | 


liam and Catharine (Brown) Price, and was 
born on Dunkard Creek, in Clay district, 


Monongalia county, West Virginia, Septem- | 


ber 24th, 1840. 
Mr. Price traces his ancestry to a Welsh 


origin, his grandfather, Michael Price, having | 
emigrated from Wales to the United States | 
“in securing the passage of the bill providing 
_ for the establishment of the West Virginia Agri- 


when a young man and settled near Carmi- 
chaels, Greene county, Pennsylvania, where he 
died. 
life followed agricultural pursuits. William 


Price, father, was born in Greene county in 


He was a brewer by trade, but later in | 


1803, and died in Clay district, Monongalia 


county, West Virginia, in 1881. He was reared 


in Greene county, where he attended the pub= | 


lic schools and obtained more than an ordinary 
education for that day. 
Clay district, Monongalia county, and located 


In 1826 he came to 


upon a farm and lived there the remainder of 
his life. 
into the county consisted of such effects as 
could easily be crowded into a knapsack. He 
soon secured a position as clerk in a store, and 
also taught school for something like eight or 
ten years. Healso took up surveying and had 


a reputation as a careful, exact and reliable 
surveyor. 


His worldly possessions on coming 


He cultivated strict economy, and 
in Course of time accumulated sufficient money 
to purchase a farm, which he cultivated with 


party he steadfastly supported the remainder 
of his life. 


mental grasp, and a broader knowledge of 


He was a man of comprehensive 


public events and the current history of the 
day than most men possessed,—qualities that 
made him easily a leader in the political arena. 
In this relation he represented Monongalia 
county a number of terms in the House of 
Delegates of West Virginia, and also the 
Eleventh Senatorial District, consisting of 
Monongalia and Preston counties, a number 
of terms. 


bodies of the State he was highly instrumental 


While a member of the law-making 


cultural College at Morgantown. For twenty 
years he served as justice of the peace in Clay 
district, being elected in a strongly democratic 
district, attesting in a marked degree his popu- 
larity and standing in his own community and 
among those who knew him best. 

He married Catharine Brown, a daughter of 
Abraham Brown, a large farmer, cattle dealer 
and miller of Clay district. To this union were 


| born thirteen children. 


John E. Price was educated in the subscrip- 
tion schools of Clay district and the old 
Monongalia Academy and the Agricultural 
College of West Virginia. He studied sur- 
veying and had the advantage of practical 
training under his father, and has followed it 
all his life. 
in the Dunkard oil fields in this county and 
lived there until 1886, when he quit farming 


He purchased a farm of 163 acres 


and removed to Scrafford, an oil station of the 
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Standard Oil company, located on the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad near Morgantown. He 


now and has since that time devoted his time | 


almost exclusively to surveying for the Eureka 
Pipe Line company, He isa republican po- 
litically, serving as deputy sheriff for four 
years from 1881 to 1884, and represented 
Monongalia county in the House of Delegates 
during the sessions of 1884-5. Since 1868 he 
has been a notary public. On August 2Ist, 
1862, he enlisted in the Civil War in company 
“A,” Third West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, 
under Captain J. J. Thompson; the company 
was afterward consolidated with company “ F,” 
Sixth Calvary, under Captain W. H. K. Kant- 
ner. He served most of the time as a scout, 
but volunteered and entered the following 
battles: Rocky Gap, August 26th, 1863; 
Hodgesville, Warm Springs and Sulphur 
Springs, and was taken prisoner at New 
Creek (now Keyser) by McCausland’s brigade, 
but soon made good his escape. He is a 
past commander of Hoffman Post, No. 6, G. 
A. R., at Morgantown. 

On March 18th, 1869, Mr. Price married 
Elizabeth, a daughter of Peter Chalfan, of this 
county. They have two children, as follows: 
Otella V., wife of Charles W, Kennedy, who 
is in the employ of the Standard Oil company 
as a telegraph operator, and W. C. C. Price. 


Ss. 








ON. RALPH LAZIER BERKSHIRE, 
one of the first three judges of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, 


and the presiding judge for a part of the time, | 


ex-State senator, and an eminent practitioner 
of Morgantown, was born in Allegheny 
county, Maryland, April 8, 1816. Judge 
Berkshire is of Welsh ancestry. His grand- 
father was .John Berkshire, who was one of 
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the pioneers of Monongalia county, settling 
side of the river, not far from 
His father, William Berkshire, 


Maryland, but removed about 


Morgantown. 
was born in 
1817 to Monongalia county, where he resided 
until his death in 1866. His vocation through- 
out life was mainly that of a farmer. He was 
a man of limited education, but of good judg- 
ment, and possessed rare mechanical genius. 
Politically, he was an old-line whig, and 
religiously a strict and consistent member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church from the age 
of nineteen. He was three times married; 
his first marital union was with Ruth Bradget, 
and resulted in the birth of ten children, ali 
deceased except Ralph L. and Edmond C., 
who reside in Addison, Champagne county, 
Ohio. His second marriage was to Nancy 
Martin, and resulted in the birth of three chil- 
He married, as his third wife, Mrs. 
Mary Brown, zee Steen, and to this union was 


born one child. 


dren. 


Judge Berkshire has always remained in the 
same county from infancy, never having any 
In his youth, he lived with 
his father, who was a farmer of limited means, 


other residence. 


located near Morgantown, and made his daily 
help part of the total work on the farm, where 
he continued until he was about eighteen 
years of age, when he concluded to learn the 
trade of a carpenter, and went to Morgantown 
for that purpose. He served his full ap- 
prenticeship, and continued to work at his 
trade for several years after attaining his 
majority. 

The foregoing is taken from a sketch of 
Judge Berkshire, prepared by Hon. John 
Marshall Hagans, and published in the West 
Virginia Reports of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals. The sketch of Mr. Hagans con- 
tinues as follows: “In 1838 he commenced 
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reading law in Morgantown, in the office of 
the late Guy R. C. Allen,a prominent mem- 
ber of the bar in West Virginia, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1840, and continued to 


practice his profession in Monongalia and ad- | 


joining counties until the breaking out of the 
Rebellion. 
whig, he was early led to attach himself to 


His father in politics being a 


that party, and adhered to it until the general 
disintegration of former parties at the com- 


of the Rebellion, 


mencement 


promptly espoused the cause of the Union. | 


He never held any political office, nor was 
he ever a regular candidate for any, though 
his friends, in a portion of the congressional 
district in which he lived, voted for him in 
opposition to Hon. Sherrard Clemens, he re- 
ceiving a heavy vote in Monongalia and a full 
party vote in several other counties, in which 
it was understood he would be voted for. Soon 
after coming to the bar he was appointed by 
~ the County Court prosecuting attorney for 
Monongalia county, to succeed Matthew Gay, 
I¢sq., who had been the veteran prosecutor for 
the same twenty-four years, and, at the expi- 
ration of his time, was re-elected to the same 
office under the amended Constitution. In 
1861 he was a candidate for the office of cir- 
cuit judge, against the Hon. George W. 
Thompson, receiving upwards of four hun- 
dred majority in Monongalia, but was defeated 
At the first dawn of the seces- 
sion movement he entered his solemn protest 


in the circuit. 


against it, and denounced it as being uncon- 


‘titutional, utterly indefensible, and fraught 
with the most direful calamities to the whole 
Country ; and as soon as the news of the pas- 
“tye of the ordinance of secession reached Mor- 
stntown, on the 17th of April, 1861, he , with 
others, called an impromptu meeting to define 


the position of the loyal people of the county | 


when he 
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on the momentous issue thus thrust upon them. 
The meeting was large and enthusiastic, and 
the most intense interest pervaded it. Being 
put upon the committee on resolutions, he 
assisted in drafting a set of resolutions, which 
were adopted by a unanimous vote of the 
meeting, and were soon thereafter published 
in the .Vational Intelligencer and other leading 
papers as the ‘first loyal voice from West 
Virginia.” He was appointed a delegate to 
the first convention in Wheeling in May, 
1861, but was prevented from attending by 
his professional engagements. He was also 
elected, by the people of the county, a dele- 
gate to the convention of the 11th of June, 
1862, which 
Government of Virginia. Subsequently, the 
office of judge of the Nineteenth Judicial 


Circuit becoming vacant by reason of the re- 


restored and reorganized the 


fusal of Hon. George W. Thompson, the 
former judge of the circuit, to take certain 
oaths required by the convention of the 11th 
of June, 1861, he became a candidate for that 
office in opposition to Major (afterward judge) 
Good, a leading member of the Wheeling 
bar, and was elected by a very large majority. 
He continued to discharge the duties of this 
office until June, 1863, when, having been 
previously nominated by the Union State 
convention, he was elected one of the judges 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals of the 
State of West Virginia. 
of the court, he drew the short term of four 


On the organization 


years, and thereby, by a rule of the court, be- 
came president of the court during his time. 
He isa member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, but entertains the utmost respect for 
and charity toward Christians of other denomi- 
nations. In 1861 Mr. Berkshire was elected 
judge of the Nineteenth Judicial circuit of 
Virginia, and served until June 20, 1863, 
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under the ‘restored’ or loyal State govern- | 
ment. He was elected a judge of the Su- | 
preme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, and | 
entered upon the duties of the office with the 

creation of the new State, June 20, 1863, and | 
served until December 31, (866, as president 
of the court. Judge William A. Harrison re- | 
signed as judge of that court September 1, 1868, | 
and Judge Berkshire was appointed by the Gov- 


ernor to fill the vacancy. He was elected at | 


the October election following to fill the unex- 
pired term, and served until December 20) 
1872. In 1874, Judge Berkshire was elected 
to the State Senate for four years, serving on 


the judiciary committee and taking an active 
part in legislation, and in the election of 
United States Senator. In 1888 he attended 
the National Republican convention at Chi- | 
cago, as a delegate-at-large. Originally a | 
whig, he naturally inclined to the support of 
Gen. Harrison, and voted for him oneach ofthe | 


eight ballots taken, and pressed his claims per- 


sistently upon his associates, and enjoyed with 
infinite satisfaction his nomination and elec- 


tion. He sustained intimate relations with the 
administration, which commanded his confi- 
dence and support. He ardently supported | 
With the 
exception of eight years on the circuit and su- 
preme bench, he has been an active advocate all | 
his professional life; and, although nearing his 
eightieth year, he is still in practice with his 
partner, Hon. George C. Sturgiss, ex-United 
States district attorney.” 

In the year 1842, Judge Berkshire became 
united in marriage with Miss Maria L. Chad- 
wick, daughter of James Chadwick. Three | 


Gen. Harrison for a second term. 





children are now living, one dying in infancy, 
and one daughter dying in maturity. They | 
are: Carrie, died in infancy; Jane Ann, the | 


wife of J. C. Wagner, of Morgantown; Emma | 





| Virginia. 


C., deceased, wife of A. F. Rader; Mary R. 
and Charles P. 

Judge Berkshire, it may be interesting to 
note, received his license to practice in 1840, 
which was signed by Judges Joseph L. Fry, Ed- 


| win S. Duncan and Daniel Smith. Senator W. 


T.Willey’s license was signed at the same time. 
Judge Fry opened the first Circuit Superior 


| Court of Law and Chancery at Morgantown, 


May 28, 1831. The first judicial circuit of 
that day embraced the counties of Rocking- 
ham, Pendleton, Preston, Monongalia, Brooks, 
Ohio, Lewis and Harrison, and included all 
the territory between the Pennsylvania line 
and the Little Kanawha river. Judge Fry 
made the tour of this vast region every spring 
and fall, mounted on a large sorrel horse, and 
usually accompanied by his body servant, a 
colored man, Samuel, also on horseback, foi- 
lowing considerably in the rear. 


HILIP H. KECK. What a man makes 

of himself, and not what he is made by 
the aid of family or the influence of friends, is 
a record that he can proudly leave behind him 
for the inspection of the world; and the field 
of action in which a life of activity or useful- 
ness may be carved out need not be national 
in its dimensions. Such has been the fortune 
of the subject of this sketch. 


himself the high position in life he now holds 


He has won for 


through his own efforts, and for almost a half 
century has been one of the most prominent 
and successful attorneys in the state of West 
He is a son of John and Catharine 


| (Creichbaum) Keck, and was born in the city 


of Reading, Pennsylvania, on March 6, 1820. 
His paternal grandfather was George W. 
Keck, of German lineage, and a native of 
Pennsylvania. 
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to Monongalia county, Virginia, now West 
Virginia, settling in the western part of the 
county, where his father proceeded to convert 


In 1823 the parents of P. H. Keck emigrated | business refused a re-nomination at the expi- 


a portion of the wilderness into a farm anda | 


home, a fit place for the dwelling of man. The 
grandfather and his son John Keck, both gave 
their services in the defense of their country’s 
rights inthe War of 1812. 

John Keck was born in Pennsylvania in 
1788, came with the family to the county 
where he lived the remainder of his days, 
dying in 1865. His marriage to Catharine 
Creichbaum, daughter of Philip Creichbaum, 
resulted in the birth of thirteen children. 

Philip H. Keck obtained a good common 
school education in the schools of the county, 
but the most essential elements of his educa- 
tion were obtained by general reading and at- 


trition with the world. When a young man | 
he learned the trade of a tailor, which tradehe | 


followed less than a year, when he entered 


upon the study of the law, a profession more | 


commensurate with his tastes andtalents. He 
read in the office of General R. C. Allen and 
R. L. Berkshire, of Morgantown, and was ad- 


mitted in October, 1844, to practice in the | 


courts of West Virginia. He entered at once 
with fervor upon the practice of his chosen 
profession, which he practiced uninterruptedly 
until January 1, 1893, when he 


from the exactions 


withdrew 
of an active practice, 


and now lives in happy retirement at his. | 
country home, one-half mile west of Morgan- | 


town, on the banks of the historic Monon- 
gahela. 
Politically he is a democrat, but has never 


had the time nor the inclination to enter ac- | 


tively the arena of politics. He served as 


Prosecuting attorney one term, from 1852 to 





1356, but on account of a large and increasing | 


ration of that term. 

Mr. Keck has been twice married ; his first 
marriage was with Mary Johnson, a daughter 
of Bennett Johnson. To this union were born 


seven children ; all are deceased except Leon- 


| idas V., who was educated in the schools of 


Morgantown, read law with his father, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1882, formed a partner- 
ship with his father in 1886, which lasted until 
his father retired in 1893, when he succeeded 
to his father’s practice. He is regarded as an 
able and talented attorney. 

Philip H. Keck married, as his second wife, 
Anna Brown, daughter of Reason H. Brown, 
on January I, 1889. As Mr. 
Keck’s comprehensive mind was peculiarly 


a lawyer 


fitted to grapple with the difficult questions 
arising out of a complicated case of law. His 
clear statement of the facts and reiative points 
of the case, his strong and convincing argu- 
ments, his logical conclusions, his comprehen- 
sive summary of evidence and his masterly ex- 
position of the law made him one of the fore- 
most lawyers of West Virginia and drew to 
him a large and appreciative clientage, and he 
withdraws from the profession he has so iong 
adorned happy in the consciousness of having 
given his best services to those who intrusted 
their interests to his keeping. 





S 





R. ALEXANDER REID WHITEHILL, 
professor of Physics and Chemistry in 

the West Virginia University, is a son of Ste- 
phen and Margaret Whitehill, and was born 
in Hookstown, Beaver county, Pennsylvania, 
in which county his parents have lived for 
Asa boy A. Rk. White- 
hill manifested a strong desire for securing an 


over a half century. 


education, in which very laudable desire he 
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was encouraged by his estimable parents. He 
attended the public schools of his native town, 
where he showed an unusual aptness and 
quickness of perception in everything he 
undertook. Atan early age he entered the 
freshman class of Princeton College, from 
which he graduated in the class of 1874, tak- 
ing rank among the first ten in a class that 
graduated one hundred members. Having 
entered the lists as a competitor for the Exper- 


hundred dollars, he was awarded the prize on | 


graduation, Dr. Brackett, author of Brackett’s 
Physics, and Dr. Arnold Guyot, author of the 
Guyot Geographical Series, being examiners. 

The year after his graduation he went to 
Europe to broaden his views and pursue his 
favorite studies, and for a time studied at the 
School of Mines, at Freiberg, Germany, and 
later at the University of Leipsic, in the same 
country. 

While abroad he 
throughout Europe, visiting nearly every large 


traveled 


country and city on the Continent. 
Returning to the United States, in 1876, he 


accepted a position as professor of Physical | 


Science in one of the best institutions on the 
This position he held four 


e 


Pacific coast. 
years. 

In 1881, while on a visit home, he was 
offered the principalship of Linsly Institute, 
at Wheeling, which position he accepted, and 
from thence on determined to make West 
Virginia his place of residence. He remained 
in Wheeling until 1885, when he was elected 
to the chair of Chemistry and Physics in the 
In 


addition to his other duties he was the mete- 


University, which position he still holds. 


orologist of the West Virginia Experiment 
Station during the first year of its existence, 
and is the author of Bulletin No. 2 of the 


extensively | 








BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





Station, ten thousand copies of which were 
distributed throughout the State. 

Apart from the work in his class-room, Dr. 
Whitehill has been by no means idle, and 
since graduating’ at college has been almost 
For 


four years he was the regular Pacific coast 


constantly engaged in newspaper work. 


correspondent of the Chicago Tribune, and 
also wrote largely for the Sax Franctsco Chron- 


| tele, Philadelphia Press and New York Tribune. 
imental Science Fellowship, valued at six | 


More recently he wrote a series of articles on 
“Natural Science in the Common Schools” 
for the West Virginia School Journal, and in 
1889 compiled for Hon. W. T. Harris, United 
States Commissioner of Education, a History 
of Education in West Virginia. This includes 
a history of all the principal educational insti- 
In the Columbian His- 
tory of Education in West Virginia, published 
in 1893 by the State Board of World’s Fair 
Managers for West Virginia, no less than thir- 


tutions of the State. 


teen articles are from Dr. Whitehill’s pen. 

Dr. Whitehill was married in 1852 to Miss 
Anna Wilson, daughter of S. B. Wilson, Esq., 
of Beaver, Pennsylvania. They have two 
children, Elizabeth Wilson and Charles Alex- 
ander. 

Dr. Whitehill’s life has been a very active 
and studious one, and he has kept fully abreast 
of the times in everything that pertains to 
education and educational methods. 

In scientific work he ranks high as a thinker 
and writer, and his work at the University is 
everywhere commended. In 1877 Princeton 
College conferred upon him the degree of 
Master of Arts, and ten years later Washington 
and Jefferson College conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 
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H°* HENRY L. COX, ex-superintendent 
of schools of Monongalia county, ex- 


member of the Legislature from the same | 
county and a well-known and respected citi- | 


zen and business man of Morgantown, West 
Virginia, is ason of Moses and Mrs. Charlotte 
Foster (vee McDermott) Cox, and was born 
August 31, 1836,in Monongalia county, West 
Virginia, then Virginia. 

Moses Cox, father, was a son of Abraham 
Cox and a native of Hagerstown, Maryland, 
where he was born in 1780, and was one of a 
family of two daughters and four sons, all the 
latter of whom served in the War of 1812, our 
second struggle for freedom. When a young 
man, or in the initial years of the present cen- 
tury, he emigrated to this county and located 
on Indian Creek, a short distance from Mor- 


gantown, in what is now known as Grant dis- | 
trict. He died at his home near Morgantown in | 


1861. 
which Clay and Harrison were distinguished 


Politically he was of that school of 


leaders, and served his district a number of | 


years in the capacity of justice of the peace, a 
position which his soundness of judgment 
and well-recognized probity of character made 
him eminently qualified to fill. In his relig- 
ious faith he was a strict Presbyterian, and 


held the position of elder. He was twice mar- 





ried ; his first marriage was to Jane Musgrave, | 


and his second union was with Mrs. Charlotte | 


Foster (zee McDermott), the mother of the 
subject of this memoir. 

Henry L. Cox was educated in the Monon- 
galia Academy, where he prepared himself for 
the profession of teaching. At the age of 
twenty-two he went to Greene county, Penn- 
sylvania, to teach, and for two summer terms 
during his vacations pursued an optional 
He then re- 
turned to Monongalia county, and for a period 


course in Waynesburg college. 


_ of years was engaged in farming during the 


summer months and teaching during the win- 
ter. During this experience as a teacher he 
had made a reputation among the people of the 


county as an energetic, capable and progress- 
5 ) g 


ive teacher, and thereby commended himself 


to their consideration as a candidate for the 
office of county superintendent of public 
schools, to which office he was elected in 1867, 
and was successively re-elected for two more 
terms, and was appointed to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Rev. Jeremiah 
Simpson, who was elected in May, 1873,and re- 
signed in Julv of the same year. Coming to 
the office, as he did, shortly after the free- 
school system was established, his respon- 


sibilities and duties were very great. Quite a 


prejudice existed in the minds of the people 


against the free-school system. To remove 


this prejudice, and present the schools to their 


| minds in such a way as to show their practical 


efficiency was a grave task, but one in which he 
admirably succeeded. As one of the most 
potential means of reaching the parent and 
securing his sympathy with the system he en- 
couraged the teachers of the county to make 
a special effort along the line of practical 
arithmetic, believing that if a parent could be 
brought to realize that the free schools were 
giving his son the ability tocalculate the every- 


day practical questions that came up, from 


that time on his sympathies and his support 


| 
| 


would be with the schools. This proved true, 
and during his incumbency the schools of the 
county made marvelous progress. In 1872, 
three years prior to the expiration of his term 
as superintendent, he was elected to the po- 
sition of principal of the Morgantown graded 
school, in which position he served six vears, 
and was then appointed on the Board of Ex- 


aminers of the county. Itis perhaps no exag- 
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geration to say that Mr. Cox has examined 
more teachers than any other man in the 
State. 
Morgantown Graded School we quote the fol- 
lowing from the 


Of his services in connection with the 


History of Monongalia 
county: “In his report for 1876 County 
Superintendent Wade says: ‘Professor H. 
L. Cox has been principal of the Morgantown 
Graded School for four years past, and under 
his supervision it has been increasing in 
thoroughness until I feel quite sure that no 
more thorough work is done in any school of 


like character in this State. 


Politically Mr. Cox is a stanch republi- | 
can, and was elected in 1880 to represent the | 





county in the Legislature of West Virginia, | 


and at the end of his first term was re-elected. | 


During his first term he served in the extra 
session, called for the purpose of revising the 
statutes to make them conform to the amended 
Constitution of the State. 
body shows him to be a stanch friend of the 


His record in that 


cause of education, serving on the Committee 
on Education during the whole length of his 
service. 

Mr. A. L. Wade succeeded Mr. Cox as 
superintendent of schools, and instituted a sys- 


tem of graduation for the common schools of | 


the county. Mr. Cox’s last official connection 
with the schools of the county was as a mem- 


ber of the examining board appointed to ex- | 
amine applicants for graduation under the | 


regume of Mr. Wade. Since his retirement 
from political life, Mr. Cox has been engaged 
as a general dealer. He owns a farm in Grant 
district and devotes some attention to the 
interests of farming, stock-raising and stock- 
dealing. 

On February 28, 1861, Mr. Cox and Eliza- 
beth M. Boydston, daughter of Boaz Boyd- 


ston, of Greene county, Pennsylvania, were 





united in marriage. One son, Frank, is the 


result of this union. 


a 


RANK COX, ex-prosecuting attorney of 
Monongalia county, and a talented mem- 

ber of the bar of the same, isa son of Hon. Henry 
L. Cox, whose sketch appears above, and was 
born June 18, 1862, about two miles from 
Morgantown, in Grant district, this county. 
He obtained his mental discipline in the West 
Virginia University, completing courses in a 
number of the schools as they were then or- 
ganized, and graduated from the law depart- 
ment in the class of 1883, and has successfully 
practiced his profession to the present time. 
In 1889 he and Mr. George C. Baker formed 
a law partnership under the firm name of 
“Cox & Baker.” 
the following corporations and business con- 
The Second National Bank of Mor- 
the 


They are the attorneys for 


cerns: 


gantown, Mutual Building and Loan 


' Association, the W. L. Mellon Pipe Lines, 


the Delmar Oil Company, the Southern Oil 
and Gas Company, the Blacksville Oil and 
Gas Company, the Troy Oil Company, anda 
number of other oil and business corporations, 
and Mr. Cox is individually the attorney for 
the town of Morgantown. 

In political texture Mr. Cox is a_ stanch 
republican, and is prominent and influential 
in the councils of his party, frequently repre- 
senting it in county, Congressional and State 
conventions. He was the prosecuting attor- 
ney of the county from January 1, 1880, to 


| January 1, 1893; upon that date his partner, 


Mr. George C. Baker, succeeded to the posi- 
tion, and Mr. Cox was made his deputy, a 
position he now holds. 

On March 8, 1885, Mr. Cox and Martha 
J. Weaver, daughter of George Weaver, de- 
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ceased, of this county, were united in mar- 
riage. To this union has been born one child, 
Stanley Rhey, born March 23, 1889. 
BCemy ae Wis 

ON. JOSEPH MORELAND, a promi- 
H nent lawyer and ex-mayor of Morgan- 
town, West Virginia, and a member of the 
Board of Regents of the West Virginia State 


University, was born on the banks of the | 
Youghiogheny river, in Dunbar township, | 


Fayette county, Pennsylvania, on May 26, 
1842, a son of John and Priscilla (Rogers) 
Moreland. 


The family is of English ancestry, the great- | 


grandfather of Joseph Moreland, Alexander 


Moreland, having emigrated in colonial times | 
| life vocation, although he was one of the 


and settled in Hamilton township, York 
county, in the province of Pennsylvania. In 
1770 his son, William Moreland, grandfather, 
emigrated west and settled in Fayette county, 
on the banks of the Youghiogheny river, 


where he patented a large scope of land all | 


underlaid with the famous Connellsville coking 
coal. 
operated by the W. J. Rainey Coke company. 


A part of this tract is now owned and 


Upon that farm he lived the remainder of his | 


life, engaged in agricultural pursuits. He died 
April 24, 1830. 
who was a daughter of Captain Joseph Hus- 


He married Agnes Huston, 


ton, who in 1772, with his family, emigrated | 


from Peach Bottom to what is now Lower 
Tyrone township, Fayette county, and located 
upon a tract of land consisting of 277 acres, for 
which he took out a patent in 1786. His 
wife was Margery Cunningham, the eldest 
sister of Barnett Cunningham, who followed 
them thither within a year or two. Upon the 
land which he located Captain Huston built 
a cabin and there spent the remainder of his 
days. In 1782 he accompanied Colonel Craw- 
ford on his ill-fated expedition. 
4 


Before leav- 


| 








| to college. 


ing home he gave to the township a piece of 
land which has always been known as the 
Cochrane graveyard. Soon after his return 
from this expedition Captain Huston died, and 
his remains were the first to be carried to the 
cemetery. A son of Captain Joseph Huston 
was known as “ Iron Master” Joseph Huston, 
and his daughter, Sarah Huston, married 
George Dawson, the founder of the present 
thriving borough of Dawson, located on the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, not far from 
Connellsville. 

John Moreland, father, was born cn the old 
Moreland homestead on July 4, 1800, and 
died near there, on the Rogers homestead, 
July 26, 1866. Farming was essentially his 


pioneer coke operators in the section now 


famous the world over as a coke-producing 


He shipped his product by flat-boat 
down the river to the Cincinnati and Louis- 


section. 
ville, Kentucky, markets. He married Pris- 
cilla Rogers, daughter of William Rogers, 
one of the old pioneer families in that part of 
Fayette county. 

Young Moreland attended the Monongalia 
academy at Morgantown until 1861, when 
the menaces of the Civil War induced him to 
leave West Virginia. He then resumed his 
studies at Dunlap’s Creek academy, in Fay- 
ette county, where he prepared for admission 
In 1864 he entered Washington 
and Jefferson college and graduated two years 
later. Having chosen the profession of law 
as a means of securing a livelihood, he returned 
to Morgantown and registered as a student in 
the office of Brownand Hagans, distinguished 
lawyers of that day, and was admitted to the 
bar February 10, 1869. His 
signed by Judge R. L. Berkshire, John Brown 
and John A. Dille. 


license was 


Mr. Moreland has always 
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been a stanch democrat and has taken a com- 


mendable interest in affairs political from his 
boyhood days. While yet a student at Dun- 
lap’s Creek academy he was elected township 
clerk of Dunbar township, Fayette county, so 
that when, in 1872, he was elected mayor of 
Morgantown he was not altogether inex- 
perienced in the routine of a public posi- 
tion. He was re-elected in 1873 and 1874, 
and was elected again in 1878 and 1879 and 
again in 1893, and has also served a number 
In 1874 he 
was appointed by Governor Jacob as one of 


of times as town councilman. 


the commissioners to assess the railroad prop- | 


erty of the State. In 1887 he was appointed 
by Judge Fleming to fill the position made 
vacant by the retirement of Prosecuting At- 
torney W. W. Houston. In 1888 he repre- 
sented his district as a delegate to the Demo- 
cratic National convention, at St. Louis, that 
In 1882 
Governor Jackson appointed him a member 
of the State Board of Regents, a position he 
still holds, and is president of the Executive 


nominated Cleveland and Thurman. 


Committee, a position for which he is pecu- 
liarly well fitted; and to his comprehensive 
knowledge of the needs of a university and 
his well-known executive ability the institu- 
tion owes much of its success as an ample 
and efficient institution of learning. 

Before the Democratic State convention, 
which met in Parkersburg in 1892, Mr. More- 
land was a very probable candidate for the 
office of Judge of the Supreme Court of Ap- 
peals, and his name was favorably considered 
by the leading newspapers, who endorsed his 


“We can console ourselves that, without 
the aid of any combinations or unseemly scram- 
ble, Mr. Moreland received a vote in the con- 


| vention of which any man might be proud. 





superior qualifications for the position where | 


sound learning, high character and exemplary 
The New Do- 
munion refers editorially to his candidacy in 
these words : 


deportment are so essential. 


He had the personal support of many of the 
best lawyers in the State, and when the roll- 
call on the last ballot was finished he seemed 
to be the successful candidate, but at that 
period in the proceedings of a convention 
delegates begin to pay debts and avenge 
slights on previous ballots, and these influ- 
ences brought about changes before the an- 
nouncement of the ballot that lost him the 
But Mr. Moreland has no com- 
He is fully satisfied with the 
result and will join the Democracy of Mon- 


nomination. 
plaint to make. 


ongalia in rolling up a bigger vote for the 
ticket next fall than we have ever given be- 
fore.” 

Mr. Moreland is thoroughly identified with 
the social, political and material interests of 
Morgantown, is highly respected and is one 
of its most enterprising citizens. For twelve 
years, from 1872 to 1884, he was the. law 
partner of Senator Waitman T. Willey, and 
with pride refers to the fact that during all 
that time there was never a jar between them, 
owing, as Mr. Moreland says, to Mr. Willey’s 
No 


doubt Mr. Willey would not entirely coincide 


kind nature and equable disposition. 


in such a manifestly one-sided and partial ver- 
dict. 

Mr. Moreland is the author of a pamphlet 
entitled ‘‘ Jokes and Twice-Told Tales,” a con- 
tribution to the Centennial Anniversary of 
Morgantown, when citizens were asked to 
contribute all they could relating to the early 
The 
title of the pamphlet is not a correct index of 


history and reminiscences of the town. 


its contents, for it has much pioneer history 
of most tragic as well as important nature, 
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but the jokes and stories are worth preserv- 
ing, and two or three are here given; one re- 
lates to the homespun “Squire” of the Vir- 
ginia County Court: 

Hon. W. T. Willey was perhaps the most 
effective speaker at the Morgantown bar. His 
great earnestness combined with his eloquence 
and logic made him almost irresistible. It is 
related by Mr. Willey, that he was once plead- 
ing the cause of a criminal before the County 
Court, in which sat Squire K , one of 
the rugged specimens of old-time magistrates, 
who, with his rough exterior, concealed a 
heart full of generous emotions and suscepti- 
ble to the touch of eloquence. After analyz- 
ing all the evidence in the case and demon- 
strating the impossibility of his client’s guilt, 
Look- 
squarely in the eye and 


he proceeded to close with an appeal. 
ing Squire K- 
after a burst of eloquence and with all his 





earnestness, Mr. Willey repeated once or 
twice, “Guilty? Do you believe it?” Squire 
K 
wiped the tears from his eyes, and said in an 
audible voice, “ No, I'll be d dif Tdo,” 

Another relates to Mrs. Mary Jarrett, who 
kept a hotel in Morgantown: 





turned away, shook his head, as he 





“She was a most estimable lady and always 
entertained her guests in a very satisfactory 
manner, but was fond of compliments—espe- 
cially if bestowed upon her table fare—and 
when she knew her coffee and tea were most 
excellent, she had a way of fishing for a com- 


pliment by speaking disparagingly of it. A 


guest was once seated at Mrs. Jarrett’s table, | 


who was not just a common mortal, but one 


of the ho arvisto, and the good lady was doing | 


her best. 
§uest which she knew was ‘A No. 1,’ 
thereupon began apologizing for its quality. 
The guest took her at her word. He said: 


and 


A cup of coffee was passed to this | 








‘It is not as good as it might be.’ The dis- 
appointment was visible upon the countenance 
of the good lady as she repeated: ‘ No, but it 
is not so bad either.’” 

Another story relates to an old lady, who, 
as a witness, upset all geological theories as 
to when the Monongahela river first got 
She could not tell 


Her lawyer asked her to give the 


through to Morgantown. 
her age. 
Court some idea—for instance, something 
about her first visit to Morgantown. 
moment the old lady bowed her head in deep 


thoughtfulness and then answered: “TI could 


Fora 


not pretend to give my age, but I am very 
certain that when I was a little girl and first 
visited Morgantown there was no river there.” 
The old lady was politely requested to stand 
aside, and the counsel, sd rosa, told the sheriff 
to call a witness who was born after the flood. 

On October 26, 1875, Mr. Moreland mar- 
ried Miss Mary E., daughter of the late 
Thomas Brown, Esg., of Kingwood, Preston 
county, West Virginia. This union has been 
blessed in the birth of two children, Eleanor 
Brown and James Rogers. 


——_——S—_——_—_ 


y 2 Nia WILSON LORENTZ, president 
of the Bank of the Monongahela Val- 
ley, of Morgantown, and well known as an 
educator of prominence in the State, was born 
May 28, 1836, in Weston, Lewis county, West 
Virginia. 
The Lorentz family, of which our subject is 
a member, is of German ancestry. They set- 
tled, however, in Lancaster county, Pennsyl- 
vania, at an early period. Jacob Lorentz, 
grandfather, was born in Lancaster county, 
and, about 1800, emigrated to what is now 
Upshur county, this State, where he followed 
merchandizing for a livelihood. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





Religiously, he was a member of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, and politically, 
He served a term as 


an old-line whig. 
sheriff of his adopted county, and a number 
of times as magistrate in the same. He was 
aman of recognized good judgment, and was 
universally respected by the community in 
which he lived. He was frequently called 


upon as arbiter in disputes, and such was the 





confidence of the people in his good judgment 
and probity of character that his decisions 
were rarely appealed from. He married a 
Miss Stalnecker, a native of Pendleton county, 
this State. 

Near the beginning of the present century, 
in Upshur county, Virginia, now West Vir- 
ginia, was born John Lorentz, the father of 
Adams W. Lorentz. Shortly after arriving at 
his maturity, he engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits in Weston, Lewis county. To this pur- 
real-estate 
Asa 


citizen and a business man, he was public 


suit, later in life, were added 


interests of considerable magnitude. 
spirited and enterprising. In political faith, 
he adhered to the school of Harrison and 
Clay, and served his county one term in the 
capacity of sheriff. 

He was united in marriage with Rachel 
Reger, who died in 1865. To them were born 
ten children. 

Mr. 
education in the old Monongalia academy at 


Lorentz received a good academic 


Morgantown, and received the degree of | 
A. M., pro merito, from Washington and Jef- | 
ferson “College in 1857. For a number of | 
years he did effective work as a teacher in his | 





alma mater. Of his work in the academy, 
we quote the following from the “ History of | 
Education in West Virginia,” compiled in | 
1893 by Benjamin S. Morgan, State Superin- 


tendent of Schools of West Virginia: “ Rev. 


Moore remained at the head of the school 
until 1864. During the greater part of this 
time his chief assistant was Prof. A. W. 
Lorentz, and to that gentleman’s wise judg- 
ment and careful teaching much of the suc- 
cess of the institution was due. Though 
younger than Mr. Moore, he possessed that 
tact and energy so essential to the successful 
teacher, and, at the time of the former's death, 
he was the acting principal. In consequence 
of his successful experience in the academy, 
thirteen years later he was made principal of 
the preparatory department of the State Uni- 
versity, and this position he still filis with 
marked ability and with the approval of the 
public.” 

After serving a term of about two years in 
the Quartermaster’s department, during the 
Civil War, he, in 1866, went into mercantile 
pursuits in Morgantown, which he followed 
uninterruptedly until 1877. 

In 1871 he was elected treasurer of the 
West Virginia University, and in 1877 quit 
merchandizing and took the position of prin- 
cipal of the Preparatory Department of the 
University. This position he filled with entire 
satisfaction 1893. 
Shortly before that date he was elected to the 


to all concerned until 
responsible financial position of president of 
the Bank of the Monongahela Valley, the po- 
sition he now holds. 

Prof. Lorentz and Mary R. Dering, 
daughter of Frederick A. Dering, of Mor- 
gantown, were united in marriage on May 
5, 1859. To this union was born but one 
child, Frederick C., who was born March 


| 6, 1860, and died in Albuquerque, New Mex- 


ico, June 22, 1888. 
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EORGE M. REAY, one of the oldest 


| 
| 
| 


business men and a highly respected | 


citizen of Morgantown, is a son of John Otho 


| 


and Elizabeth (Neville) Reay, and was born | 


in Hardy county, Virginia, October 22, 1813. 


John Otho Reay, father (a sonof Lieutenant | 
John Reay, who was a British naval officer), was | 


an Englishman by birth, born in London, the | 


metropolis of the world; but when a young 
man, in 1795, emigrated to America. His 
first residence was at Philadelphia, next at 


Baltimore, and finally he settled in Hardy | 


county, Virginia, upon a farm owned by Gen- 
eral Joseph Neville. He died there in August, 
1813, comparatively a young man. He was 
a cabinet-maker, in which he was an efficient 
and skilled workman. His first wife was an 
English lady, whom he married in London, 
and who died in Hardy county. To their 
union were born four children. 
wife was Elizabeth, a granddaughter of Gene- 
ral Joseph Neville, and a daughter of Captain 
John Neville, by whom he had two daughters 
and two sons, the youngest of whom is 
George M., the subject of this sketch. 
General John Neville, maternal great-grand- 
uncle, was a native of Virginia, born in West- 
moreland county, and reared with the immor- 
tal Washington, with whom he was intimately 
associated throughout his life. While Wash- 
ington was public surveyor, he was employed 
with him in surveying lands about the present 
site of Pittsburg; and in 1755 they were 
together in General Braddock’s ill-fated expe- 
dition. He and two of his sons served with 
marked distinction in the Revolutionary war. 
He served on Washington’s staff; Presly 


Neville served as aid-de-camp on General La- 


Fayette’s staff, and Joseph served through | 
the war with the rank of general. General | 


John Neville was the first of his family to 


His second | 





locate in Pittsburg; and during the Whiskey 
Insurrection in 1794, in Western Pennsylvania, 
he was serving as government inspector of 
revenues, and by the enforcement of the col- 
lection of taxes’on whiskey incurred the bitter 
enmity of the insurrectionists, who after night- 
fall marched ez masse to Bridgeville, then 
known as Brown’s Hill, and burned his pala- 
tial and picturesque mansion to the ground. 
He narrowly escaped with his life, jumped 
into a skiff, floated down the Ohio to Ken- 
tucky, whence he passed into Virginia, and 
finally made his way to Philadelphia. He 
remained there until the malcontents had laid 
down their arms and quiet had been restored, 
when he returned to Pittsburg; but he finally 
located upon the island in the Ohio river 
which bears his name, and died there. 

When George M. Reay was four years of 
age, in 1817, his mother married for her 


| second husband David Gilmore, and they re- 


moved to Parsons (Randolph), now Tucker 
county, West Virginia. There Mr. Reay grew 
to manhood, and in 1833, on the first day of 
May, went to Morgantown, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, to learn the tanner’s trade. 
Thoroughly learning and mastering every 
detail of the business, he worked as a jour- 
neyman until 1840, when he, with E. Stilwell, 
engaged in the business three years. In 1843 
he erected a plant and engaged in business 
for himself. 
1870. 
foundry in South Morgantown, and has since 
He 


He operated this plant until 
Ten years previous he purchased a 


pursued that branch of manufacturing. 


| was a whig until the organization of the Re- 


publican party in 1856, when he identified 
himself with that organization. From 1841 
to 1859 he served as justice of the peace, and 
was captain of a company of State militia 


prior to the war. He has been a consistent 


sitilion ott 
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member of the Methodist Protestant Church 
since 1834, being identified with that church 


longer than any other citizen of Morgantown. | 


December 24, 1840, Mr. Reay and Miss 
Elizabeth, a daughter of Thomas Mapel, of 
Dunkard township, Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania, became husband and wife. They are 
the parents of ten children, six of whom are 
living: Thomas P., a commercial agent; 
Charles L., a foundryman, of East Morgan- 
town; Jenny C., the wife of Samuel Goodwin, 
a foundryman of South Morgantown; Anna 
A., at home; Rosa L., the wife of Joseph S. 
Alender, a traveling salesman, in the employ 
of the Columbus Case Manufacturing com- 
pany; and Carlton N., a stock dealer and 


butcher, who resides at home with his parents. 


—_— 2 


pD® MELVILLE L. CASSELBERRY, 
who for nearly half a century has been 
an active and successful practitioner of medi- 
cine at Morgantown, West Virginia, is a son 
of John and Rebecca (Morgan) Casselberry, 
and was born near Norristown, Montgomery 
county, Pennsylvania, November 29, 1830. 
William Casselberry, paternal grandfather, 
followed agricultural pursuits in the vicinity 
of Norristown, where he died about 1850, in 
his eighty-fifth year. John Casselberry, father, 
was born upon his father’s farm, where he was 
reared and where he died September 7, 1854, 
Although born and 
In 
early life he learned the trade of a tanner, 
which he followed all his life, owning and 
operating a large plant for that time. His 
marriage with Rebecca, daughter of Daniel 


aged thirty-two years. 
reared upon a farm, he was not a farmer. 


Morgan, a farmer of Montgomery county, 
Pennsylvania, resulted in the issue of four 
children, three sons and one daughter. 








Dr. Casselberry was educated in German- 
town, Pennsylvania, under the tutelage of 
Professor William Collum, who kept a board- 
ing school on School Lane. After spending 
three years there, he, in 1848, entered the 
office of Dr. William A. Gardner, of Philade!- 
phia, with whom he read medicine three 
years; at the expiration of this time he 
entered the Philadelphia Ffomceopathic Medi- 
cal college, and was graduated in the spring 
of 1853. 
at Millville, New Jersey; then he returned 


The following summer he practiced 


to his alma mater and took a post-graduate 
course in the session of 1853-54. Being thus 
fully equipped for the practice of his chosen 
profession, he, in the spring of 1855, located 
at Morgantown, West Virginia, where he re- 
mained but one year, when he went to Moline, 
near Rock Island. There, on account of ill- 
health, he remained but a short time, when he 
removed to Norristown. Practicing there 
three years, he returned to Morgantown in the 
fall of 1859, where he has since continued in 
active and successful practice. 

identified with 
Fraternity. Heis a member of Morgantown 
Lodge, No. 4, Free and Accepted Masons, 


of which he has been treasurer for twenty- 


For forty years 


he has been the Masonic 


five consecutive years, and is also a charter 
member and one of the organizers of Morgan 
Lodge, No. 1762, Knights of Honor. 

Dr. Casselberry has been twice married. 
His first marriage, on May 10, 1859, was with 
Mary E., eldest daughter of Senator Waitman 
T. Willey. She died without issue, September 
22, His 
second marriage, on the 4th of October, 1866, 


1862, aged twenty-seven years. 


with Margaret, daughter of John Protzman, of 
Morgantown, West Virginia, resulted in the 
birth of three children: Mary, the wife of 
Rev. L. A. Lindermuth, a Presbyterian minis- 
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ter of Lackawanna county, Pennsylvania; 
Byron W.,a stenographer and typewriter to 
a Mr. English, who is the general manager 
for Strawbridge and Clothier, wholesale mer- 
chants of Philadelphia, and John L., who is a 
student of medicine at Hahnemann Medical 
college, Philadelphia. 


$$$ —_—_ 


R™ P. B. REYNOLDS, D. D., acting 
president of the West Virginia State 
University, and an educator of prominence 
and culture, is a son of James B.and Roxanna 


(Shelor) Reynolds, and was born January 9, | 


1841, in Patrick county, Virginia. 

The ancestors of Dr. Reynolds were among 
the early pioneer families of Virginia, his great- 
grandfather, Bartholomew Reynolds, having 
been one of the founders of Floyd county. 

James B. Reynolds, father, was born in 
Floyd county in 1812, and lived there and in 
Patrick county until! death called him from the 
active scenes of a characteristic pioneer life, 


in 1889. The country in which he lived was | 


a wild and uncultivated region, abounding in 
game and wild animals, and he became a dar- 
ing and enthusiastic hunter. 
a most primitive style, was his life vocation. 
He married Roxanna Shelor, who is yet liv- 
ing, at the age of seventy-three years, and is, 
likewise, a descendant of a pioneer family of 
Virginia. Her grandfather was Jacob Shelor, 
of German parentage, and an early charcoal 
iron manufacturer of the State. Her father, 
John Shelor, was born in Montgomery county, 
Virginia, from which State he entered service 
as a soldier in the War of 1812. 

Dr. Reynolds had very limited means for 


securing an education. There were no free 


schools in those days, and the only educa- | 


tional facilities offered were such as the “ sub- 


Farming, after | 


| 
| 





afforded. 
were very poor, and he, being the oldest of 


scription schools” His parents 
thirteen children, was compelled to labor to 
help support the family. Perhaps, he did not 
attend these schoois more than three months, 
but, being possessed of an active mind and 
an insatiable thirst for knowledge, he accom- 
plished much by self-study. Books in this 
region were scarce, but his father was a post- 
master, and young Reynolds was frequently 
about the office, and came into possession of 
sample copies of newspapers sent to the office. 
These he eagerly devoured, and, as he pos- 
sessed a retentive memory, at the age of six- 
teen he was qualified to teach in the schools 
of his native county. Commencing in 1857, 
He taught 
during the winter months, and assisted his 


he taught a number of terms. 


father to support the family by working on 
the farm during the summer months. Among 
the few books, which it had been his fortune 
In 
the life of the “ great pacificator,” there was 


to read, was a biography of Henry Clay. 


something that appealed strongly to his 
youthful mind, and one of the aspirations that 
fired his youthful ambition was the desire to 
go to Kentucky, and in time represent, in the 
halls of our National Congress, the district so 
long and so ably represented by Clay. In 
1860, he went to Kentucky to live with his 
uncle, P. C. Reynolds. He was soon pos- 
sessed of a strong desire to study law, but 
lacked the necessary funds for pursuing such 
a course. In this contingency, he wrote to 
Judge Thomas B. Monroe, a judge of the 
Federal Court for the district of Kentucky, 
setting forth the circumstances and asking for 
advice. 


impressed with the tone of this letter, as he at 


The judge was evidently favorably 


once answered it, offering him the position of 
assistant marshal of the district court, and the 
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use of his library and personal instruction 
and direction. 
been completed, however, the crisis of the Civil 
War was upon us, and Mr. Reynolds entered 
the Confederate army in the autumn of 1861, 
in the Fifth regiment, company “ D,” Ken- 
tucky infantry, under Col. John S. Williams. 
He remained in this command until it was 
disbanded, in the fall of 1862. 
turned home and entered the Fiftieth Virginia 


He then re- 


infantry in the corps of Gen. “Stonewall” | 


Jackson, in which he served to the close of 
the war. 
contested battles, among which were Chancel- 


He took part in a number of hotly 


lorsville, Gettysburg, Monocacy and Win- 


chester; and on September 22, 1864, he was | 


captured at Fisher’s Hill, and held a prisoner 
of war in the Federal prison at Point Look- 
out, Maryland, until the close of the war. 
The prison contained thousands of prisoners 
of every degree of educational training, from 
the most ignorant to teachers, preachers and 


college presidents. A school was organized 


among them, in which all branches were | 


taught, from the alphabet to science, art and 
theology. Reynolds became a willing and 


active student and teacher, ravenously de- | 


vouring every book that came into his pos- 


session, and he is firmly of the opinion that | 


the mental improvement thus given, not only 
made prison life more bearable, but, in many 
cases, was the means of saving the life of 


those most susceptible to grief. While a 


soldier, Dr. Reynolds made a profession of | 


religion, and at the close of the conflict, joined 
the Baptist Church, and was immediately 
licensed to preach, a fact that changed the 
trend of his life. In 1866, in order to more 


thoroughly prepare himself for his chosen 


work, the ministry, he entered Richmond | 
College, at Richmond, Virginia, where he re- | 


Before this arrangement had | 





mained until 1872, when he came to West 
Virginia and took charge of a school, estab- 
lished by the Baptists of the State, afterwards 
known as “ Shelton College.” He remained 


with this institution until 1885, zealously 
guarding every interest of the school, and, by 
his indomitable will and executive ability, 
succeeded in bringing it to a high educational 
standard. Among those who received their 
mental culture in the college may be counted 
many of the most successful and prosperous 
business ‘men of the State. In 1884 he was 
president, for a short time, of Buckner Col- 
lege, of Arkansas, but soon returned to West 
Virginia; and, in 1885, was elected to the 
chair of English in the West Virginia State 
University, a position he filled until he 
was transferred to the chair of Metaphysics. 
Shortly afterward, Dr. D. B. Purinton, vice- 
president of the University, was elected presi- 
dent of the Dennison University, of Granville, 
Ohio, and Mr. Reynolds was advanced to the 
position made vacant. In 1893, a vacancy 
occurring in the office of president, he was 
promoted to the position of acting president, 
a position he has since held. He has inter- 
ested himself in the Prohibition movement of 
the State, contributing much to the success of 
the movement through his lectures and writ- 
ings. In 18382 


party in the Third Congressional District, 


he was the candidate of his 


and, although he made no canvass, and with- 
drew his name sometime prior to the election, 
he received 1,400 votes. In 1889 his alma 
mater conferred upon him the honorary de- 
gree of D. D. 

Dr. Reynolds has been twice married. His 
first union was with Miss Virginia Woolwine, 
of Virginia, and resulted in the birth of three 
children—Wayland F., who graduated from 
the University in the class of 1890, taught one 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY, 


vear in the Peabody National University, at 


5 | 
Nashville, Tennessee ; then, for one year, at- | 


tended the Chicago University; was assistant 
in English and Metaphysics in the West Vir- 
-inia University in 1893 and 1894, when he 


_ the class of 1859. 


a7 





Professor Harvey was educated in Rich- 
mond College, from which he graduated in 
He then attended the 
University of Virginia at Charlottesville, dur- 


_ ing the session of 1859-60. 


was elected president of the Broaddus Classi- | 


cal and Scientific Institute, at Clarksburg, 
West Virginia, a pesition he now holds; 
Mabel C., a student of the University. In 
March, 1874, he married, as his second wife, 
Miss Marietta Love, of Putnam county, Vir- 
vimia. 
are deceased except two, Ethel T., a student 
in the University, and Boyce W. 

The life record of Dr. Reynolds stands as 


Then, to perfect himself and get broader 
views and principles, he traveled in Europe 
and attended the Universities of Gcettingen and 
Heidelberg, Germany, and La Sorbonne, in 
His studies 


France. in these universities 


| were mainly directed along the lines of Phil- 


Seven children blessed this union; all | 


| and Tennessee. 


ology. From 1865 to 1875 he taught in a 
number of responsible positions in Kentucky 
In 1875 he took the position 


_ which he now holds, a position for which he 


an inspiration to our American youth, and is | 


a striking illustration of what can be accom- | 


plished by courage, perseverance and a strong 
will. Starting out in life as a poor boy, he 


has risen, by the force of his energy, to a 


position than which there are none more | 


honorable, or fraught with more opportunities 
for doing good. 


attainments, wide culture, and possesses withal | 


a kindly disposition and affable manner that 
endears him to all. 


——_— 


OHN I. HARVEY, A.M., PH. D., of the | 


Chair of Modern Languages in the Uni- 


versity of West Virginia, and one of the finished | 


scholars and educators of the State, is a son of 


Abner F. and Agnes (Wheeler) Harvey, and | 


was born July 14, 1840, in Charlotte county, 
Virginia, 

Dr. Harvey’s ancestors, for several genera- 
tions past, have been natives of Virginia. His 
father was born in that State in 1819, and 
followed wholesale merchandizing for twenty- 


Nve or thirty years in the city of Richmond, | 


where he died in 1889. 


He is a man of scholarly | 





| 
\ 


is eminently fit, both by reason of his superior 
scholastic attainments and his popularity and 
skill as an instructor. 

For about ten years he was the trusted 
treasurer of the University, being retired in 
1894 at his own request. 

In 1867 Professor Harvey and Margaret 
L. Thompson, daughter of Benj. S. Thomp- 
son, were happily united in marriage. Their 
union has been blessed in the birth of the fol- 
lowing children: Agnes Lewis, Cameron L., 
Elizabeth L., John S. and Marie Eleanor. 


~~ o———— 


OHN A. DILLE, son of Ezra Dilie, was 
born in Washington county, Pennsyl- 
vania, July 19, 1821. His mother was a 
daughter of William McFarland and sister of 
the late Major Samuel McFarland, of Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania. His early years were 
spent in working on his father’s farm, and 
attending the free schools of the neighbor- 
hood during the winter months. At the age 
of sixteen a laudable ambition prompted him 
to seek higher educational advantages; and, 


accompanied by an elder brother, now de- 
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ceased, he entered ,Greene Academy, an | opened an office in Kingwood. His diligence, 


institution then possessing a high reputation | 


for enlarged educational facilities and scholarly 
teachers. 


opened new and broader fields for thought | 
and awakened and inspired a stronger desire | 


for mental culture. 
of 1839, Mr. Dille was regularly entered at 
Washington college (now Washington and 
Jefferson), where he pursued his studies in 
that old and well-established institution until 
he had about completed the full course of in- 
struction. 
tation as an essay writer, and on two occasions 


represented the Literary Society of which he | 


was a member in public performances. Im- 
paired health, owing in part to a not very 
strong constitution, and in part to confinement 
at school, compelled him to leave college just 


before graduating, and repair to his home, 


and there, amid the activities of a country life, | 


to regain vigor and strength. By the advice 
of his friends, who were still solicitous in re- 
gard to his health, he was prevailed upon to 
remove to Preston county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), with the hope that the purer 
air of the mountains would so improve and 
restore his health, as to enable him to enter 
upon the profession he had chosen before 


entering college. Following this advice, in 


the spring of 1843, he removed to Kingwood, | 
the county-seat of Preston, and in that and the 


following year studied law under the direction 
and instruction of his esteemed friend, the 
Hon. William G. Brown; and also taught a 
select school in the higher academic studies, 
which soon thereafter developed into what was 
afterwards known as “ Preston Academy.” 

In March, 1844, Mr. Dille was examined by 
Judges Fry, Douglass and Smith, and licensed 
to practice law in the courts of Virginia, and 


A year spent in the Academy | 


Accordingly, in the fall | 


While at college he made a repu- | 





energy and fidelity to the interests of his 
clients soon won deserved success and re- 
munerative pecuniary rewards. Sometimes 
antagonized by and sometimes associated as 
co-counsel with Brown, Wilson and Allen, who 
had long been engaged in the profession and 
were ranked among the best lawyers in the 
State, he had to study diligently and con- 
tinuously to sustain himself and to win repu- 
tation and laurels against such veterans in the 
profession. Inthe spring of 1845, the law part- 
nership of “ Brown and Dille” was formed; the 


_senior partner of the firm was his distinguished 


preceptor and friend, the Hon. William G. 
Brown. This partnership continued until 
April, 1849. Mr. Brown was a member of 
the House of Representatives of the United 
States Congress during the whole time of 
the partnership, and consequently the entire 


business of the firm was managed by its 


| Junior member. 


In the spring of 1849, Mr. Dille was mar- 
ried to the eldest daughter of the late Elisha M. 
Hagans, Esq., of Kingwood, whose acquaint- 
ance he had formed whilea student at college, 
she having been at that time a student at Wash- 
ington Female Seminary, where she graduated 
in the fall of 1845. 
after her marriage Mrs. Dille died, leaving ene 


In less than three years 


son—Oliver H. Dille—who, a few years ago 
bought and now resides on the “ Evans Home- 
stead,’ near Morgantown, in Monongalia 
county. 

After the dissolution of the partnership of 
“ Brown and Dille,” in 1849, the partnership in 
the practice of law of ‘‘ Dille and Hagans” was 


| formed, the Hon. M. B. Hagans, now of Cin- 


cinnati, being the junior member. Mr. Hagans 


| is a brother of Mr. Dille’s first wife, and read 


law in his office. This partnership was dis- 
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solved in the spring of 1850, when its junior 
member removed to Cincinnati, where he has 


since distinguished himself both at the bar and | 
on the bench as a successful lawyer and able | 


judge. 

With most men in the legal profession, suc- 
cess at the bar is generally made a stepping- 
stone to political honors and preferments ; but 
the subject of this sketch pursued the even 
tenor of his way, winning reputation and re- 
muneration from the diligent practice of the 
law, until the beginning of the late sectional 
strife ; before which time he was a democrat, 


and in the presidential campaign of 1860—in | 
which he took a very active part—was a | 


Douglas democrat; and when the conflict 
came on, was very decided in his convictions, 
and expressed opinions in favor of the preser- 
vation of the Union. During the war he 
never wavered in his attachment to the govern- 
ment, nor doubted the result of the conflict ; 
and necessarily acted with his fellow-citizens, 
who—after the secession of Virginia—restored 
her government, and advocated the formation 


Mr. Diille 
was elected a member of the Constitutional 


of a new state out of her territory. 


Convention which met in Wheeling on the 


26th of November, 1861, and, with John J. | 


Brown, Esq., represented the county of Pres- 
ton therein ; was a member of the Committee 
on County Organization, advocated the elec- 
tion by the people of three commissioners—a 
system of county government somewhat simi- 
lar to the provisions of our present Constitu- 


tion—and was opposed to the plan adopted by | 


the convention. He was also a member of 
the Committee on the Judiciary Department, 
and took an active interest in so framing the 
Constitution that the judiciary of the new 
State would not only be cheap, but efficient. 


The work of the Convention having been sub- 


MONONGALIA COUNTY. 
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mitted to the people for ratification or rejection, 


Mr. Dille addressed the people in various 
parts of the State in favor of its ratification, 
distin- 


guished citizens from all sections of the State 


and afterwards accompanied many 


to Washington, for the purpose of securing 
the passage of a law by Congress for the 
admission of West Virginia into the Union; 
was elected without opposition Judge of the 
Second Judicial Circuit, composed of the 
counties of Monongalia, Taylor, Tucker and 
Preston, and re-elected at the close of his first 
term, and continued on the bench until the Ist 
of January, 1873, a period of ten years. 

In the fall of 1864, Judge Dille removed 
from Kingwood to Morgantown, where he still 
resides. This change of residence was made 
with a view to the education of his children 
in the schools of that town, then, as now, justly 
celebrated as among the very best institutions 
of learning in the country. Judge Dille has 
always taken a deep interest in education ; 


| advocated the incorporation into the constitu- 
| tion of the state the system of Free Schools, 


and the liberal advanced system of higher 
education provided for in the West Virginia 
University and normal schools, which in a 
score of years have become the pride and 
glory of her people. 

How faithfully and ably he discharged the 
responsible duties of his judicial office, and 
his appreciation by the members of the bar 


| who practiced in his court, will appear by the 


following resolutions adopted by the bars of 
Monongalia, Preston and Taylor counties : 


“ At a meeting of members of the Bar of 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, held at the 
Court-house, on Saturday, December 7, 1872, 
on motion, the Hon. W. T. Willey was called 
to the chair, and L. S. Hough, Esq., appointed 
secretary. J. M. Hagans, Esq., moved that 
the chair appoint a committee to draft resolu- 
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tions expressive of our regard for the Hon. | 


John A. Dille, about to retire from the bench ; 
whereupon John J. Brown, George C. Sturgiss | 
and L. S. Hough, Esqs., were appointed, who 
submitted the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted, and the chairman | 
was requested to present them to his Honor, | 
and ask that they be recorded among the | 
proceedings of the court, viz. : | 

“Resolved, That the members of the frater- | 
nity practicing at the bar of this court, desir- | 
ing to give expression to our appreciation of | 
the services of the Hon. J. A. Dille, who | 
since the formation of the State of West | 
Virginia has, with so much honor to himself | 
and usefulness to the public, held the office of | 
Judge of this Judicial Circuit, do tender to | 
him our thanks for his uniform kindness, and | 
regret that these pleasant relations, so long | 
existing between us, are to be terminated by | 
this term of the court. 

‘Resolved, That in our intercourse with each 
other, we will endeavor to profit as well by his 
example of fraternal kindness and courtesy, as 
by the light shed upon our pathway by his pro- 
found learning, enlightened opinions, and | 
impartial decisions ; and express the hope that | 
the future of his life may be fraught with the | 





like success and happiness which have attended | 
the past, and with the consciousness of duty 
well done. 

“Resolved, That the secretary of this meet- 
ing furnish a copy of these resolutions to the 
clerk of this court, with the request that he 
enter them upon its records and have them 
published in the county papers. 

W. T. WILLeEy, Chairman. 

“L. S. Houau, Secretary.” 


“At a Circuit Court held in and for the | 
County of Preston, on the 23d day of Novem- 
ber, 1872: On motion of Col. Asbury C. | 
Baker, the Court permits the following to be 
entered of record, as per writing here filed in 
these words: 

“« Ata meeting of the members of the Bar | 
of the county of Preston, at the Court-house | 
in Kingwood, on Friday evening, November | 
22, 1872, Gustavus Cresap, Esq., was called to 
the chair, and A. C. Baker, Esq., appointed 
secretary. It having been explained by the 
chairman that the official term of the Hon..: | 


John A. Dille, Judge of the Third Judicial | 
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Circuit, will shortly expire, and that the last 


regular term of his Honor’s Court for this 
county is now in. session, and will be ad- 
journed on to-morrow ; whereupon the follow- 
ing resolutions were introduced and unani- 
mously adopted : 

“ “Resolved, That we sincerely regret that 
the relations of court and bar, which for a 


| number of years have existed between the 


Hon. John A. Dille and ourselves are about 
to be severed; also 

“ “Resolved, That asa slight testimonial of 
our regard for his Honor’s many noble quali- 
ties of mind and of heart, we tender him our 
sincerest thanks for the uniform courtesy, 
judicial wisdom and unwavering integrity con- 
stantly manifested by him while presiding 
over the multifarious business of our courts ; 
on motion, 

‘Resolved, That the secretary of this meet- 
ing be directed to present a copy of the fore- 
going resolutions to his Honor, in court, 
together with the request that they be entered 


| of record. On motion adjourned. 


“* Gustavus Cresap, Chairman. 
‘UX. .C, BAKER, Secretary jit 


“At a Circuit Court held for the county of 


| Taylor, at the Court-house thereof, on Thurs- 


day, the 19th day of December, 1872: 

“Wuereas, The present term of court will 
terminate the official labors of the Hon. John 
A. Dille, Judge of the Third Judicial Circuit ; 
therefore, 

“Resolved, That the members of the legal 
profession practicing at the bar of this court, 
desiring to give expression to our appreciation 
of his services as Judge of this Circuit, do 
most cordially tender to him our thanks for 
his uniform kindness, patience and courtesy 
in the discharge of his official duties. 

“Resolved, That in the future, as in the past, 
we will endeavor to cultivate friendly relations 
among ourselves, assured that the patience, 
kindness and courtesy exhibited by his Honor 
will shed brightness on our pathway in life and 
make us wiser and better men; that follow- 
ing his high example, we will aim to be just 
and impartial and to do right; trusting that 
he and we may have a labor and life record 
which when presented in Heaven's Chancery 
will be found to be pure and right. 

“Resolved, That when Judge Dille shall 
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leave us that he shall carry with him assur- 


ances of our esteem and our best wishes for | dent conservatism, which enables him to avoid 


his success and happiness in life. 

«Resolved, That the Clerk of this court be 
requested to enter these proceedings in the 
order-book upon the common-law side of this 
court. 

“Resolved, That the secretary of this meet- 
ing furnish a copy of these proceedings to the 
Grafton Sentinel for publication. 

“LL. S. Jounson, Chairman. 

“J. V. MartTIN, Secretary.” 


Since he left the bench Judge Dille has 
devoted himself largely to grazing and agri- 
culture. In superintending his farms—one in 
Preston county, known as the Beattie farm, 


near Kingwood, and the other in Monongalia, 


known as the Coombs farm, near Stewarttown | 


—he takes great delight, and calculates, with 
his economical habits and attention to business, 
with the small accumulations of a lifetime, he 
may be able to spend his declining years in 


quiet and enjoyment. Judge Dille, at the 


close of his judicial term, opened a law office | 
in Chancery Row, in Morgantown, where now,. 


associated with his youngest son, he is still 
engaged in the practice of his profession. 

In 1853, Judge Dille was married to his 
second wife, the eldest daughter of the late 
Thomas Brown, Esq., of Kingwood, by whom 
he has two children—Clarence B., who is 
engaged in the practice of law with his father, 
and a daughter, Mary, about sixteen years 
of age. 

Judge Dille’s strong convictions in favor of 
temperance, religion and progress have given 
him a large influence with his friends and 
neighbors. 


The writer of this sketch would not conclude 
what he has to say about his friend, without 


He has been for many years a | 
member of the Presbyterian church, and a | 
ruling elder of that church in Morgantown. | 


) 


| 
| 
| 








adding that the most strongly developed | 


element in Judge Dille’s character, is a pru- 


extremes on all questions, and which gives 
influence and weight to his judgment and 
opinions, and secures the confidence and 
esteem of his fellow-citizens. 

The above sketch was taken from “ Wiley’s 
History of Monongalia County.” 


—————_o——_ 


ice JOHN J. BROWN, only son of 
Robert and Annie (Hawthorne) Brown; 
born in Kingwood, Preston county, 1825; 
graduated from Washington College, Pennsyl- 
vania, 1845; lawyer; member of the June 
Convention, 1861, which restored and reor- 
ganized the government of Virginia, and also 
of the first Constitutional Convention of West 
Virginia,. representing in these conventions 
Preston county; member of the first and 


_ second terms of the Senate of West Virginia, 


being one of the representatives of the district 
composed of the counties of Preston, Monon- 
galia and Taylor; removed to Monongalia 
county in 1864; president.of the Merchants’ 
National Bank of West Virginia at Morgan- 
town; member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church for fifty years, and secretary. of Mor- 
gantown Union Lodge, No. 4, A. F. and A. M., 
for twenty-five consecutive years. As worthy 
of preservation and fitly representing the 
ability of Mr. Brown and of great interest to 
all Monongalians, we give large extracts from 
his historical address published in the Mor- 
gantown Weekly Post, made on the 4th of July, 
1876, in the presence of about four thousand 
people assembled on the banks of Decker’s 
creek, east of Morgantown, on the memorable 
occasion of the centennial celebration of the 
formation of Monongalia county : 

The voiceless tomb holds in eternal silence 
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the unrecorded “thoughts that breathed and 


words that burned” a hundred years ago. 
The patriots who then rallied around the un- 
furled standard of freedom, erected, by their 
invincible courage, burning zeal, and patient 
and prolonged sufferings, this grand temple of 
liberty, under whose shadow we this day 
gather. More than forty millions of freemen 
are met to-day at the shrine of patriotism to 
worship, and to learn from tradition, from 
history, from eloquence, from poetry and 
song, the events of other years; and to renew 
at a common altar their pledges of fidelity to 
their country, and to be baptized with the 
spirit of a hundred years ago. Those brave 
men who would have gathered around Wash- 
ington in the mountains of West Augusta, 
had the cause of their country gone down 
amid the shock of battle on the eastern slopes 
of the Alleghanies, are now forever speechless 
and silent. 

The recorded events of the distant past 
alone remain to us. And asthe years go by, 
even these are yielding to those seen and un- 
seen agencies, before whose power the solid 
brass and the enduring marble perish. Other 
generations will live when the record of those 
I address to-day has been made up, and they 


in turn make room for others— 


“So the multitude goes, like the flowers or 
the weed, 

That withers away to let others succeed ; 

So the multitude comes, even those we behold, 

To repeat every tale that has often been told.” 


As distance lends enchantment to the view, 
so time softens the asperities and hallows the 
memories of the past. History written amidst 
passing events is fraught with the angular 
harshness, the prejudices and excitements of 
the hour. 
from our vision the huge rocks and deep 


As the azure hue covers and hides | 
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ravines on the mountain side, so may the 
record of this day conceal beneath the mantle 
of charity the imperfections of all, and breathe 
naught but the spirit of kindness. 

I ask your attention and patience, fellow- 
citizens of Monongalia, while we go back and 
attempt to gather some of the wrecks on the 
shores of time, ere the out-going tide shall 
wash them away forever. The history of the 
struggles of the early settlers of Monongalia 
county with the Indians has been but partially 
recorded; and it is a matter of great regret to 
me that I have not had time to add to that 
record, by corresponding and conversing with 
the old inhabitants of the county, who have 
had handed down to them by tradition from 
their fathers many thrilling incidents that ere 
long will be forever lost. 

Near the spot where we are now assembled, 
when the autumnal frosts had tinged with 
gold and crimson the matured foliage of the 
tall hickory and wide-spreading sugar trees, 
near six-score years ago, while George II. sat 
upon the throne of Great Britain, a few adven- 
turous pioneers penetrated the dense wilder- 
Doubtless 
the giant oaks which then stood upon the 


ness and erected their log cabins. 


hills around us were girdled or felled to make 
room for the hoped-for harvest of the coming 
year. Whence they came we know not. 
History records only their sad fate; and the 


stream, near whose banks we now stand, alone 


| perpetuates the memory of Thomas Decker. 


But one of their number escaped to tell of 
their sudden surprise and destruction ere the 
flowers had bloomed and the buds had opened 
in the following spring. The Mingos and 


Delawares found them on their hunting 
grounds, and upon the site of their humble 
cabins and over their scattered ashes are now 


erected the substantial and elegant homes of 
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the citizens of “the Athens of West Virginia.” | 


The deliberate courage and dauntless bravery 
of David Morgan in a personal combat with 
two Indians, near Prickett’s Fort, in 1779, and 
in what was then Monongalia (now Marion) 


county, is as familiar as household words to | 


all of us. He first settled at-the mouth of 
Decker’s creek in 1767, and Morgantown, 
which became the county seat of Monongalia 
county in 1783, was named after him whose 
name was a terror to the savage foe, and a 
tower of strength to the early settlers. In 
June, 1779, and again in 1782, attacks ‘were 
made by the Indians on Martin’s Fort, on 
Crooked run. In the former year ten persons 


were taken captive and three were killed; 


in the latter year three persons were killed, | 


among thema Mrs. Pindall, whose descend- 
ants subsequently composed a large family in 
Monongalia. In June, 1791, three persons 
were killed on Dunkard creek, in Monongalia 
county. 

In October, 1776, and in the first year of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, the first Gen- 


eral Assembly met at the State House in the 


a people struggling to be free, elected under 
the first Constitution of the State. They were 
welcomed to their duties and responsibilities 
by eloquent words from the lips of Patrick 
Henry, the first Governor of the Common- 
wealth; he whose burning, defiant speeches 
had aroused to resistance and revolution the 
American colonies, from Massachusetts Bay 
to Georgia. Among the acts passed at this 
session was the act for ascertaining the 
boundary between the county of Augusta and 
the district of West Augusta, and for dividing 
the said district into three distinct counties. 
Out of that part of Augusta from which West 





territory of the latter district lying westward 
of Pennsylvania and Maryland, northward of 
Augusta, and south of the Ohio river, the 
counties of Ohio, Monongalia and Yohogania 
were formed. These counties were then 
sparsely settled by adventurous emigrants 
from the eastern parts of Maryland, Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, who had followed Brad- 
dock’s old military road, and built their cabins 
and erected their forts on the western slopes 
of the Alleghanies, and from the Monongahela 
to the Ohio river. They were now, on ac- 
count of their numbers, able to have their 
tomahawk rights surveyed and patented; but 
as Jate as this, and even in after years, and 
until what is known as Wayne’s treaty with 
the Indians in 1795, these brave men along 
the western border maintained the possession 
of their new homes against a savage foe—not 
by the authority of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, whose patent they held, but by the 
sure aim of the deadly rifle. And there are 
living to-day in Monongalia county men 
whose titles to their farms came down to them 


| from ancestors whose blood maintained and 
city of Williamsburg, as the representatives of | 





Augusta was carved, and embracing all the | 


perpetuated the possession of rich inheritances 


| for their children, which both the civil and 


military authority of the Commonweaith 
combined were then too feeble to protect and 
defend. 

The county of Yohogania ceased to exist 
after the extension westward in 1784 of the 
boundary line between Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania, the greater portion of it having fallen 
within the limits of the latter State. 

The county. of Monongalia, by the act cre- 
ating it a distinct county, and the subsequent 
acts making additions to it, attained to the 
erandeur of its territorial extent in the year 
1780, and contained an area of probably not 
less than 15,000 square miles, and during the 
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period from its formation to the last-named 
date, embraced within its limits, in whole or 
in part, within the subsequently defined bound- 


aries of the state of Virginia, the present | 
| be taken at the court-house thereof; and on 


counties of Randolph, Tucker, Pendleton, 
Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Harrison, Upshur, 
Lewis and Marion, and within the limits of the 
state of Pennsylvania, the whole, or nearly 
the whole, of what is now the county of 
Greene, a portion of the county of Washing- 
ton, and a large part of the present county of 
Fayette—thus embracing an area of territory, 
including what now remains of the grand old 
county, eleven counties, in whole or in part, 
within the present limits of West Virginia, 
and three counties within the limits of Penn- 
sylvania. 

So remote were the settlements from each 
other in this early day that intercourse among 
the inhabitants was not only difficult, but, on 
account of the wily savages, extremely dan- 
gerous. The course of the bridle-path was 
marked by blazes upon the bordering trees, 
and the shortest route and best grade from 
one settlement to another was supposed to be 
not around the hills, but by an air line 
directly over their summits. What would 
the voters of Monongalia, whose election pre- 


cincts are now almost within sight of their 


homes, say if the right of suffrage could only 
be enjoyed by them by traveling, as their 
fathers did, on horseback or on foot, a dis- 
tance of from seventy to one hundred miles, 
as shown by the following act of the Assem- 
bly, passed in October, 1783: 


WHEREAS, From the great extent of the 


county of Monongalia, it is difficult and in- | 
convenient for the freeholders to attend the | 


election of representatives; 

Be it therefore enacted, That it shall be 
lawful, and the sheriff of the said county of 
Monongalia is hereby required and empow- 


| 





i 
| 
\ 


ered to hold an election of a senator for the 
district of West Augusta (composed of the 
counties of Ohio, Monongalia and Yohogania), 
and of delegates for the said county (Monon- 
galia); and in the menth of April a poll shall 


the Monday following another poll shall be 


| taken at the house of George Jackson, at the 


place called Boush’s Fort, on Buckhannon 
river, in the said county. 

Boush’s Fort was near where the town of 
Buckhannon now is, on the Buckhannon 
river, in Upshur county. 

But gradually, as population increased and 
these inconveniences remained, the people 
sought relief by legislation in the formation of 
new counties out of this large domain, and 
the territorial pride of Monongalia was, by 
successive acts of the General Assembly, and 
by the adjustment of state lines, humbled in 
the dust. 


was divided, and the large and fertile county 


In 1784 the county of Monongalia 


of Harrison formed out of territory which 
embraced probably largely more than one- 
half of Monongalia. In 1800 Harrison county 
was enlarged by the addition of another part 
of Monongalia. In 1818 the county of Pres- 
ton was formed wholly out of her territory; 
and in 1842 the county of Marion out of terri- 


tory which had hitherto wholly belonged to 


Monongalia. In 1841, by an act of Assembly 
which Monongalians mildly designate as 


“ Brown’s territorial larceny,” the grand sum- 
mits of Laurel Hill, away to the east where 
the king of day first heralds his glory, were 
rudely wrested from her unwilling grasp and 
added to Preston county, until, from a domain 
that would once have made a large and 
wealthy state, to-day Monongalia can boast 
of an area not exceeding three hundred and 
sixty square miles. 

And yet through all these vicissitudes the 
old county remains progressive and prosper- 
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ing, numbering in this year of our Lord her 
hundredth birthday; her history reaching 
back to colonial times; her handful of scat- 
tered, hardy pioneer population in that early 
day—commanded by Colonel John Evans, 
lieutenant, and William McCleery, sub-lieu- 
tenant of the county—bravely defending their 
wilderness homes from a savage foe attacking 
them, by stratagem and _ stealth, from the 
west, instigated to unwonted deeds of cruelty 
and brutality by British allies, waging open 
warfare upon their countrymen in the east. 
In the War of 1812, when no home demand 
was made upon her citizen soldiery, they were 
found repelling the common enemy on the 
lakes and in the northwest, and perishing by 
disease in the miasmatic swamps at Norfolk. 
In the war with Mexico their swords won for 
them passes to the revelry in the palaces of 
the Montezumas. Inthe late sectional war, 
among the dead and wounded upon a hun- 
dred battle-fields were found the sons of 
Monongalia, and upon the faded, riddled and 
blood-stained battle flags carried into the 
thickest of the fight by the volunteer regi- 
ments of West Virginia, are found inscribed 
the names and dates of their victories. 

On this memorable day, had I the time, I 
would make honorable mention of the two 
thousand Monongalians who filled the ranks 
of the volunteer regiments of West Virginia. 
Among the regimental commandants are 
found the names of James Evans, Joseph 
Snider, Frank W. Thompson and J. Lowry 
McGee. Of the commandants of companies 
living are James J. Thompson, George W. 
McVicker, Alpheus Garrison, Henry B. Lazier, 
Elias C. Finnell, Oliver P. Jolliffe, George 
Kenney and Nimrod N. Hoffman. James R. 
Utt, John E. Hoffman and Enoch P. Fitch did 


not survive the war, and Captain William B. 
5 





Shaw died since, and to-day they, with hun- 
dreds of Monongalia’s gallant sons, fill heroes’ 
graves. . 
“On fame’s eternal camping-ground 
Their silent tents are spread, 
And glory guards, with solemn round, 
The bivouac of the deed.” 

From the formation of Monongalia county 
until May, 1783, it is not certainly known at 
what particular place or places, for there were 
more than one, the county courts were held. 
The indirect and inferential information we 
have on this subject is pretty conclusive that 
they were held within the territory now form- 
ing part of the State of Pennsylvania, and 
probably near the place where New Geneva 
In a letter 
from Hon. John H. Ewing, of Washington, 
Pennsylvania, to the Hon. Waitman T. Willey, 
of Morgantown, West Virginia, and which is 


now stands, in Fayette county. 


found in the notes appended to a paper read 
by the last-named gentleman before the West 
Virginia Historical Society, in June, 1871, 
giving a Geographical History of Monongalia 
county, and published in Vol. I, Part 1, of the 
Transactions of the Society, it is stated that a 
court was held in and for Augusta county, 
Virginia, probably in 1774, on the farm of 
Daniel Depuey, about one mile west of Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania; and by the act of Octo- 
ber, 1776, creating the county of Monongalia, 
it was enacted, “ That it shall and may be 
lawful for the landholders of said county, 
qualified to vote for representatives in the 
General Assembly, to meet at the house of 
Jonathan Coburn, in the said county (the 
great-grand-uncle of Lieutenant William S. 
Coburn, the present clerk of the County Court 
of Monongalia), on the eighth day of Decem- 
ber following, then and there to choose the 
most convenient place for holding courts for 
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the county in the future.” Jonathan Coburn 
then resided on the farm owned and occupied 
by George W. Dorsey, lately deceased, about 
two miles east of Morgantown. As the last- 
named act was both mandatory and optional, 
it is probable that the landholders never met 
and selected a place for the future county seat, 
for in May, 1783, the following act was 
passed : ; 

WHEREAS, It is represented to this General 
Assembly that by the extension of the line 
called Mason and Dixon's line, the court 
house of Monongalia county has fallen into 
the State of Pennsylvania, and that the house 
of Zacquell Morgan is conveniently situated 
for the present holding of courts; 

Be it therefore enacted, That the justices of 
said county shall, and they are hereby author- 
ized to hold courts for the said county, at the 
house of the said Zacquell Morgan, at the time 
appointed by law, until a court-house shall be 
erected ; and, 

WueEreEas, Since the extension of the said 
line the justices of the said county have ad- 
journed to and held their courts at several 
places within said county, and it is reason- 
able that their proceedings should be con- 
firmed, etc. 

By another section of the same act the jus- 
tices were to meet within six months there- 
after, and were authorized to purchase a seat 
of land, not exceeding ten acres, for the pur- 
pose of erecting a court-house, etc. They did 
meet and locate the county seat at Morgan- 
town, and we, living a hundred years there- 
after, and transacting our judicial business in 
a court-house erected on an 8 x 10 public 
square, wonder what has become of that ten- 


acre seat of land. If their worships could 
have looked down the coming years for a cen- 
tury, they would have purchased the ten 
acres for public use, and we would have been 
seated to-day in the public square under the 
wide-spreading branches of centennial oaks, 


celebrating the Fourth of July, 1876. 











Morgantown was incorporated in 1785, and 
Samuel Hanway, John Evans, David Scott, 
Michael Kearns and James Daugherty were 
the trustees named in the act of incorporation. 
It is located in a Slightly depressed basin on 
the right bank of the Monongahela river, 
hemmed in by the surrounding hills. The 
streets are wide and intersect each other by 
right angles. Its population, including the 
suburbs, is about 1500, and its location beau- 
tiful, picturesque and attractive. It contains, 
besides the public buildings, a Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of which Rev. J. R. 
Thompson is pastor; a Presbyterian, of which 
Rev. A. A. Jimeson is pastor, and a Bap- 
tist Church, and two churches beloaging 
to the colored population; the Morgantown 
Female Seminary, old Monongalia academy, 
(now used as a public district school-house), 
and, just beyond the corporate limits, upon: 
high grounds and fronting the river, are 
erected the magnificent halls of the West 
Virginia University. 

The Monongahela river has its beginning 
and origin by the confluence of the Tygert 
Valley and West Fork rivers, and throughout 
its whole course to its confluence with the 
Allegheny river, was, prior to the ascertain- 
ment of the boundary line between Virginia 
and Pennsylvania, in 1784, supposed to be 
wholly in territory belonging to the state of 
Virginia, and withinthe counties of Monongalia 
and Yohogania, after their formation. It had 
been scarcely a score of years before this time 
that Governor Dinwiddie had dispatched 
colonial troops under the command of the 
gallant young colonel, George Washington, to 
aid General Braddock in the attempt to take 
possession of Fort Duquesne, then in the 
occupancy of the French and their Indian 
allies, which was prior to and long after that 
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time believed to be within the territorial 
limits of the Virginia charter. I leave to 
learned philologists to tell us whence the 
origin of the beautiful word Jfonongalia. 
Doubtless it was the intention of the General 
Assembly to name the county after the river. 
In the expressive and forcible language of the 
Mingo Indians—who fished in its clear waters 
and hunted the wild turkey and’ deer among 
its romantic hills and the extended valleys 
bordering its peaceful shores—J/onongahela is 
interpreted “the river of the sliding banks.” 
It may have been that the patron of the bill 
for the new county either desired to avoid 
the somewhat guttural sound of the Indian 
pronunciation of the word, and substituted 
for it the smooth, melodious “ Monongalia; ” 
or, it is asserted, but without much probability 
or truthfulness, that both his incorrect ortho- 
epy and orthography led into error both him- 
self and the enrolling clerk of the General 
Assembly. Whoever is responsible for the 
modification deserves a lasting tribute of 
thanks from an obliged and grateful people. 
Over the bright waters of our beautiful 
Monongahela skimmed the light canoes of the 
Mingos and Delawares, ere the march of civil- 
ization had driven them into affiliation with 
the tribes further west. In March, 1825,more 
than fifty years ago, ‘‘ The Reindeer,” com- 


manded by Captain Elijah Bennett, landed at 


the foot of Walnut street, being the first | 


steamboat that had ever ascended the river to 
Morgantown. 
tion tells us there was an amusing conflict be- 
tween curiosity and devotion. The former 


prevailed, and the pastors of the churches 


being left confronting empty pews, took their | 


hats and followed their erring flocks. On the 
11th day of February, 1850, twenty-five years 
thereafter, “ The Globe,” commanded by Cap- 








It was on Sunday, and tradi- | 








tain Hughes, ascended the Monongahela to 
Fairmont in Marion county. May we not 
hope that ere long, through the wise legisla- 
tion of the Congress of the United States, by 
its liberal appropriations in promoting the 
interests of commerce between the States, 
steamers, laden with the rich products of our 
soil, forests and mines, will be borne upon our 
beautiful river throughout its whole extent. 

The judicial records of a county exhibit its 
history, the manners and customs of its people, 
their civilization, education and progress, more 
fully than they can be gathered from any 
other source; and, unfortunately for us, in 
February, 1796, and about twenty years after 
the organization of the county, the office of 
the Clerk of the County Court, then the only 
court of record in the county, was destroyed 
by fire, and with it all the records and papers ; 
and but little which could have been gathered 
from so fruitful a source of information re- 
mains to posterity. Steps were immediately 
taken to restore and perpetuate as far as pos- 
sible, from living witnesses, evidence of the 
contents of the burnt records ; and a commis- 
sion was directed to Thomas Wilson, William 
McCleery, Benjamin Reeder, Isaac H. Wil- 
liams, Hugh McNeely, and John Dent, who, 
having chosen John Evans as their clerk, pro- 
ceeded, in 1796 and 1797, to take and certify 
the testimony of many witnesses, mostly re- 
lating to deeds and other papers involving title 
to lands. 

The legislation of the State of Virginia 
until recent years has been adverse to both the 
holding and transmitting by inheritance of 
real estate by aliens. 

Albert Gallatin, a distinguished citizen of 
Switzerland, and afterwards Secretary of the 
United States Treasury, under the administra- 
tion of Thomas Jefferson, representative in 
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Congress and elected a Senator to the United | Federal Constitution of 1788, and the said 


States Congress, from the State of Pennsyl- | 


vania, and who with Adams, Clay, Bayard 


and Russell, signed the treaty of Ghent, came | 


to this country near the close of the Revolu- 
tionary war, and became the owner of val- 


uable lands on the Monongahela river, near | 
where is now the town of New Geneva, which | 
was named by him after the picturesque city | 
of his native land, and within what was then | 


In the 
disposition of his real estate in after years it 


supposed to be the state of Virginia. 


became necessary in inquiring into the validity 
of his title thereto, to show that he had, in the 


mode prescribed by law, made declaration of | 





his intention to reside in, and that he had | 


taken the oath of fidelity to, the common- | 


wealth of Virginia. 


tion relating thereto was taken before John | 


Dent, Dudley Evans and Thomas Wilson, 
Commissioners on Burnt Records: 


“ MorGanTown, Ist October, 1825. 


“ Personally appeared John Evans before us, 
the undersigned commissioners, appointed by 
law to ascertain and perpetuate testimony in 
the county of Monongalia, concerning burnt 
records, and after the said John Evans was 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, he deposeth and saith that he thinks that 


The following deposi- | 





it was in the year 1782 that he was appointed | 
Clerk of the Court of Monongalia county; | 


and this deponent recollects that after he was 
appointed Clerk, Albert Gallatin came into 
said court and made declaration of his in- 
tention to reside 


in the commonwealth of | 


Virginia, and took the oath for giving assur- | 


ance of fidelity to the said commonwealth, 
which declaration and oath were entered of 
record in said court, which record was burnt 
in the year 1796, at which time the Clerk’s 
office of said county was burnt. 
time the said Gallatin took the said oath this 
deponent does not recollect, but he remem- 
bers that he, deponent, was a member of the 
Convention of Virginia which adopted the 


transaction took place before that period.” 


After the burning of the clerk’s office of the 
County Court in February, 1796, the first 


| order made by the gentlemen justices, as they 


were then styled, and entered in their new 
order book at March term, 1796, was the 
granting of a license to William Tingle to sell 
spirituous liquors at his house in Morgantown. 
It is presumed that in those days it was not 
possible to run a county court without some- 
thing to drink. County courts were not dry 
then as they are often said to be now. 

There is something in the climate of Mon- 
ongalia that promotes health and conduces to 
longevity. Some of her citizens live to be 
very old. I have no doubt what I am now 
about to record on this subject as a matter of 
history, occurred a long time ago and in the 
County Court. In a cause pending in that’ 
court it became necessary to prove some facts 
pertinent to the issue of a very ancient and re- 
mote date. These facts were ascertained to 
be known by a very old lady, a citizen of the 
county, and who, notwithstanding her extreme 
age and consequent infirmities, was in attend- 
ance as a witness in the cause. A trial was 
urged and obtained by the counsel of the 
party who desired the benefit of her testimony, 
on the ground of her age and infirmity, and 
that she was now present, and if the trial was 
postponed the probability was she would not 
The 


counsel for the plaintiff (for it was he who 


be living at the next term of the court. 


introduced her), sought to impress the court 


and jury that her testimony was entitled to 


At what © 


great weight and consideration on account of 
her extreme age and because in her childhood 
she was personally cognizant of the facts 
sought to be proven. His cold, keen eyes 
flashed with a momentary triumph, when he 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


inquired of the witness when she was born, — 


and her reply was, “I do not know.” Chang- 
ing the form of his inquiry, he next asked her 
how old she was, to which question he ob- 
tained the same reply. By this time he 
realized the fact that his witness was no post- 


diluvian, and his eye kindled with unwonted 


lustre when again he modified the form of his © 


inquiry, and suggested to the old lady that — 


she might be assisted in fixing her probable 


age by refreshing her memory by reference to | 


some circumstance or event which she could 
recall, and which transpired in her early cnild- 
hood. For a moment the old lady bowed 
her head as if in deep thoughtfulness, and 
answered: “I could not pretend to give my 
age, but I am very certain when I was a little 


girl and first visited Morgantown, ‘here was no | 


river there.” 
quested to stand aside, and the counsel (sud 
rosa) told the sheriff to call a witness who was 
born after the flood. 

Patriotism is the same in all ages, and the 
American people have made to themselves a 
great name by their constant propensity to 
erect monuments to the memory of their 
statesmén and heroes, as well as by their 
almost universal practice of passing the neces- 
sary grandiloquent resolutions, and laying the 


The old lady was politely re- | 


corner-stone, and then abandoning the work | 


forever. 


On the roth day of January, 1800, and | 


immediately after the death of General Wash- 
ington, the County Court of Monongalia 
assembled at the court-house in Morgantown, 
John Dent, Dudley Evans, John Fairfax, 
Edward Jones and Nathan Springer, Gentle- 
men Justices on the bench. The following 
order was entered of record: 


“On motion of Benjamin Reeder, it is 
ordered that the inhabitants of Monongalia 
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county be permitted to erect a stone monument 
upon the public ground in front of the court- 
house, in honor of the memory of our late 
illustrious fellow-citizen, General George 
Washington, with the following inscription : 


In honor 
to the memory 
of General George Washington, 
who died 
December 14th, 1799, 
aged 68, 
Whose virtues are recorded by history, 
and which 
need only be mentioned 
to make them exemplars to all mankind, 
This inscription is directed by a grateful people.” 


Whereupon, the Court ordered that Ben- 
jamin Reeder, Jonathan Davis, Henry Dering 
and Hugh McNeely be appointed to have the 
above work carried into execution.” 

On the 4th of July, 1867, after the bronzed 
veterans had returned from the late war, the 
people of Monongalia county assembled in 
Oak Grove cemetery, and on a bold, beautiful 
knoll, overlooking the Monongahela river, with 
solemn pomp and ceremony laid the founda- 
tion-stone of a monument to be erected in mem- 
ory of her brave sons who had fallen in the Civil 
War. 


ous resolutions were passed with entire unan- 


Eloquent speeches were made, pomp- 


imity, music arose with its voluptuous swell, the 
roar of cannon reverberated among the adjacent 
hills, and the monument, like the one ordered 
to be carried into execution by the County 
Court at the beginning of the century, was 
nevererected. Fellow-citizens of Monongalia, 
let us wipe out this disgrace. Our late repre- 
sentative in Congress, Hon. John M. Hagans, 
procured to be donated by the United States 
Government to the Soldiers’ Monument Asso- 
ciation of Monongalia county, a number of 
cannon to be used in the construction of the 
monument. Ere the end of another centen- 


nial day, as the traveler stands upon the deck 
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of a magnificent steamer, plowing the bright 
waters of the beautiful Monongahela, as he 
passes by the silent city of the dead, may he 
read, inscribed upon the imperishable bronze: 
“In memory of Monongalia’s honored sons, 
who gave their lives for the preservation and 
perpetuity of their country.” 

Monongalia county had no court of record, 
except the County Court, until the year 1789, 
when the General Court of Virginia commis- 
sioned two judges to hold a superior court for 
the district of Harrison, Monongalia, Ohio 
and Randolph counties, and now known as the 
old District Court. The first term held in 
Monongalia county was on the 13th of May, 
1789, Joseph Prentis and Cuthbert Bullett 
were on the bench. John Williamson was 
clerk. James Daugherty was public jailor, 
and the jail bounds were fixed and designated 
as running from the Monongahela river, with 
Pleasants street, to Decker’s creek, up Decker’s 
creek to a point opposite Walnut street, with 
Walnut street to the river, and thence to the 
beginning. Francis T. Brooke, who after- 
wards was a distinguished Judge of the Gen- 
eral Court of Virginia, was District Deputy 
Attorney. Francis T. Brooke and William 
McCleery, gentlemen, took the oath required 
of attorneys-at-law, and were permitted to 
practice in the Court. 
Joseph Jenkins, Samuel 


Francis Warman, 
Hanway, Thomas 
Chipps, Charles Hereman, Nicholas Carpenter, 
William Johns, John Davis, Henry Dering, 
William Lowther, John Hall, John McCawley 


and John Jackson composed the first Grand | 
Jury. Jas. Cockran, Daniel McCollim, Thomas | 


Webb, Robert Maxwell, Cornelius Bogard, 


Peter Cassaday and Edward and George Jack- | 


son, having been summoned at this term of 
Court as Grand Jurors, were solemnly called, 
but came not. 
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Whereupon, It was considered by the Court 
that they each render unto His Excellency, 
the Governor, four hundred pounds of tobacco 
for the use of the Commonwealth, unless 
they showed cause at the next Court. 


In this day complaint is made of greenbacks 
What 
would you think of frost-bitten West Virginia 
tobacco as a circulating medium ? 

At the September term, 1789, Thomas Wil- 
son qualified and was admitted to practice law 
in the District Court. 

Some of the most distinguished men of Vir- 


as legal tender in payment of debts. 


ginia that ever wore the judicial ermine, were 
commissioned by the General Court of Vir- 
ginia to preside at the District Court—Rich- 
ard Parker, Francis T. Brooke, St. George 
Tucker, Spencer Roane, John Tyler and others. 
At the May term, 1803, of the District Court, 
held at Morgantown, John G. Jackson, the 
then Deputy Attorney, having been elected a 
Representative in the Congress of the United 
States, Philip Doddridge was appointed Dis- 
trict Deputy Attorney in his stead, and qualified 
as such. 

In October, 1809, the first Superior Court 
of Law was held for the county of Monon- 
galia; Hugh Nelson, one of the judges of the 
Philip Doddridge 
was admitted to practice law in this Court at 
this term, and William Tingle, late Clerk of 
the District Court, was appointed Clerk. 


General Court presided. 


If I were competent to do so, I have not had 
time, nor was it a part of my original purpose 
upon this occasion, to refer to the ecclesiasti- 
That 
highly interesting and. responsible task, so far 


cal history of Monongalia county. 


as it relates to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
has been devolved, by request of the Quar- 
terly Conference of the Morgantown Siation, 
upon Dr. Charles McLane, whose age and long 
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ministerial relation to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church eminently qualify him for so impor- 
tant a work, and it is hoped that his life and 
health will be spared for its accomplishment. 

I have no doubt our ancestors were far 
better Christians than we are, and that in their 
log churches they worshiped God with primi- 
tive simplicity, and in the beauty of holiness. 
The judicial records show that the circuit 
rider had been around, for at the May term, 
1804, of the District Court, the Grand Jury, 
consisting of John Stealy (foreman), Joseph 
Dunlap, George Dorsey, John Shisler, Josiah 
Robe, William John, Alexander Hawthorn, 
Jacob Pindall, Nathan Fleming, Calder Hay- 
mond, Lemuel John, George Greenwood, 
Jonathan Brandon, John Willetts, John Smith, 
John Payne, Jacob Ridenour, Joseph Kelso, 
Jacob Tetrick and William McKinley, made 
the following presentment upon the informa- 
tion of John Stealy and George Dorsey, two 
of their own body: “We, the Grand Jury for 
the district composed of the counties of Mon- 
ongalia, Ohio, Harrison, Brooke and Wood, do 
present Enoch James, of the county of Har- 
rison, yoeman, for maliciously, contemptuously 
and of purpose, disquieting and disturbing a 
religious congregation of the society of people 
called MWethodests, assembled at a place of re- 
ligious worship on the 2d Sabbath in January, 
in the year of our Lord 1804, at the county 
of Monongalia.” It does not appear from any 
subsequent record that James was convicted 
under this indictment for the offence with 
which he was charged. 

At the same term of the Court, Philip Dod- 
ridge resigned the office of District Deputy 
Attorney, and Noah Linsey was appointed in 
his stead. ? 

Political economists tell us that in all com- 
munities, whether savage or civilized, money, or 
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| some article of fixed and recognized value con- 


stituting a circulating medium—and which will 
serve as a standard for the valuation of all other 
articles—is indispensably necessary. Among 
uncivilized nations it may be shells or beads, 
or the skins of wild animals; among civilized 
nations it is gold and silver, or, what is more 
convenient, promises to pay specified amounts 
legally authorized and issued, and which are 
at all times exchangeable at par for gold and 
silver. Our fathers finding that deer and coon 
skins were a very inconvenient medium of 
exchange, as early as the Ist of December, 
1814, organized, under a legally authorized 
charter, at the house of William N. Jarrett, in 
Morgantown, “The Monongalia Farmers’ 
Company of Virginia,” a bank of exchange, 
discount and deposit. Its first officers were : 
Thomas Wilson, President; Cornelius Berk- 
shire, Clerk (Cashier); John Evans, Jr., Enos 
Daugherty, George S. Dering, Matthew Gay, 
Alexander Hawthorn, Nimrod Evans, Ralph 
Berkshire and A. Werninger, constituted the 
The Mon- 


ongalia Farmers’ Company continued to con- 


Board of Managers (directors). 


duct the banking business in Morgantown for 
many years, and did not finally wind up its 
business until January, 1840. Ata meeting 
of the Board of Managers held at that time 
Fielding Kiger was elected President pro ¢ezz., 
and George S. Dering, Clerk pro te. James 
Chadwick and Matthew Gay, managers, were 
present. An order was entered appointing 
Matthew Gay to distribute equitably all the 
money on hand among the stockholders of the 
company, and it retired forever from the busi- 
ness world. 

“The Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Wheeling at Morgantown,” a branch of the 
“ Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Wheel- 


mire 
ing,” was organized November 6, (834. Its 
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presidents, from its organization until it closed 
its business, on the 1st of October, 1865, were 


Thomas P. Ray, Matthew Gay, Edgar C. Wil- | 


son and George M. Hagans, each of whom 
held the office at the time of his death, except 


Edgar C. Wilson, who on account of failing | 


health was succeeded by George M. Hagans 


a short time before he died. Matthew Gay | 


was president of the bank nearly ‘twenty 
years. James Robb and William Wagner 


were its cashiers from its organization until | 


it ceased to do business. William Wagner 
filled the office of cashier consecutively from 
the 1st of October, 1838, to the Ist of Octo- 
ber, 1865, a period of twenty-seven years. 
The capital stock of the bank was gradually 
increased from $50,000, in 1834, to $110,000, 
in 1857. It ceased to do business on the Ist 
of October, 1865, and its stock was largely 
transferred to “The Merchants’ National bank 
The last- 


named bank was organized on the Ist of Octo- 


of West Virginia,” at Morgantown. 


ber, 1865, under the act of Congress author- 
Its 
George M. Hagans 


izing the organization of National banks. 
capital stock is $110,000. 
was its first President, and continued to fill 
that position until his death, in December, 
1873. On the isth of January, 1874, David 
H. Chadwick was elected president, and now 
fills that office. William Wagner, the late 
cashier of the Merchants’ and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Wheeling, at Morgantown, was, at 


the organization, Ist of October, 1865, elected | 


cashier, and has held consecutively from that 
time and still holds that office. 

By a charter obtained under the general 
incorporation laws of the State of West Vir- 
ginia, ‘‘The Morgantown Bank” was organ- 
ized on the 23d of March, 1874. Its capital 
stock is $75,000, with the right to increase it 
to $150,000, about $50,000 of which has been 
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paid up. William Price was elected its first 


president ; James Evans was his successor and 
now holds the office of President. John H. 
Hoffman has been from its organization, and 
still is, its cashier. All these moneyed institu- 
tions inthe county of Monongalia have been 
threughout the past, and are at the present 
time, conducted by officers distinguished for 
superior business capacity and unswerving 
integrity, and no single instance has ever oc- 
curred in their history, extending over so many 
eventful years, to tarnish in the least their 
upright character and management, or affect 
their well-earned reputation. 

It would be a pleasing task for me, had 
time permitted, to give fully and in detail to- 
day the names of the civil and military officers 
of Monongalia county from its organization 
to the present time, together with the local 
history of each of the early settlements in the 
county—full as they are of thrilling incidents, 
dangers and adventures. How interesting 
and instructive would be the history of the 
old families of the county, traced from sire to 
son—from one generation to another! How 
delightful the story of the joys, the fears, the 
loves and sorrows of the long ago in these 
It would be 
such a grand achievement for me, if it were 


mountain Monongalian hemes ! 


in my power to-day, to carry you with me to 
the waters of Dunkard creek and its conflu- 
ents, and bid you be patient and listen to the 
interesting history of the largest family in 
Monongalia, of whom it was said a few years 
ago that it was a very poor turn out at an 
election if the poll books did not show 
recorded upon them four hundred voters by 
the name of Tennant, all of whom sprang from 
a sturdy old Scotchman, who in the last cen- 
tury left his native highland heath and mi- 
grated to the hills of Monongalia. 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


From a very early period, and continuously 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


to the present day, Monongalia’s sons and | 


daughters, copying the example of their ances- | 


tors, have followed the star of empire west- 


ward. The great states of Ohio, Indiana, 


Illinois and Missouri received at an early day, | 


and continuously since, large accessions from 
her population; and the more recently organ- 


ized states and territories are greatly indebted | 


to Monongalia for a sprinkling of the courage | 


and brain, which are so essential and so 
largely contribute to the formation and per- 
petuity of empire. Very many of our sons 
who, before the dismemberment of our terri- 
torial area, and very many more who since 


have mingled with the ceaseless migration to 
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ple. If we are proud of them, and say so, 
the outside world will pardon us. 

Hon. William S. Morgan served as Repre- 
sentative in the Congress of the United States, 
from 1835 to 1839, and afterwards held prom- 
inent positions, both in his own state and in 
the United States government. 

Hon. Edgar C. Wilson, a distinguished and 
able lawyer, represented the district of which 
Monongalia, his native county, was a part, 
from 1833 to 1835, in the United States Con- 
gress. 

Hon. Waitman T. Willey, a graduate of 
Madison College, Pennsylvania, and a native- 
born Monongalian, has won honorable dis- 


_ tinction by his legal ability, his pen, and his 


the West, have, in letters, in law, in arms, and | 


in statesmanship, written their names high on | 


the scroll of fame, and their names and deeds 


will be proudly recalled and gratefully remem- | 
bered to-day throughout the extended prairies | 


of the west by the historian, the poet, and the 
orator. Need more be said of them, my fel- 
low-citizens, to awaken anew in your minds 
and hearts an interest in their history and 
destiny, than that they were Monongalans ? 
We, who amid their native hills ‘‘make in 
their dwellings a transient abode,” send them 
greetings on this glad centennial day, and 
proudly share in their success, their great- 
ness, and their fame; for they are our 
brethren—bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh. 


But all of our distinguished citizens have 


not, like Stephen A. Douglas, underrated the | 


place of their birth, and the home of their 
childhood, and gone West. 
not only a good place in which to be born, 


Monongalia is 


but in which to permanently abide ; and many 
of her sons have achieved honorable fame in 
their own county, and among their own peo- 





eloquence. For many years he served his 
fellow-citizens as clerk of both the County and 
Circuit Courts, and in 1850 represented them 
in the convention to reform the constitution 
of Virginia. In 1861 he was a delegate to the 
Richmond convention, and in the latter year 
represented Monongalia county in the Wheel- 
ing convention to restore the government of 
Virginia; and in the same year was elected 
by the legislature of the restored and re-or- 
ganized government of Virginia, a Senator in 
Congress. In June, 1863, when West Vir- 


ginia was admitted into the Union, Senator 


| Willey was elected by the legislature a 


United States Senator from the new state, 
and in 1864 was again re-elected to the same 
distinguished position, and served until the 
4th of March, 1871, having held a seat in the 
Senate of the United States for about ten 
years consecutively. 

No citizen of Monongalia county, or of 
West Virginia, but to-day will share with me 
a just and pardonable county and state pride, 
when I thus publicly and proudly, in the 


' presence of you all, bear record to the char- 
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acter, the integrity and ability of him whose 
name and fame are no longer pent up within 
the geographical boundaries of his native 
state, but who is now known and honored 
throughout the whole country. 

Hon. John Marshall Hagans represented 
the Second West Virginia District in the 
Forty-third Congress of the United States, 
having previously filled the office of mayor of 
Morgantown, and for many years the office 
of prosecuting attorney for Monongalia 
county, and was law reporter of the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of West Virginia from 1864 
to 1873, and represented Monongalia county 
in the West Virginia convention which 
formed the present Constitution of the State. 

Hon. Ralph L. Berkshire, after holding the 
office of prosecuting attorney of his native 
county (Monongalia) for a number of years, 
was, in 1861, elected to the convention which 
restored and re-organized the government of 
Virginia, and subsequently held, until June, 
1863, the office of judge of the Nineteenth 
Judicial Circuit of Virginia, when, under the 
new government of West Virginia, he was 
elected one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of the State, and during his 
term of office, which expired in 1867, was 
president of that court. Subsequently, at the 
first election under the new Constitution, he 
was chosen Senator from the district com- 
posed of the counties of Monongalia and 
Preston, which office he now holds. 

Hon. John A. Dille was educated at Wash- 
ington College, Pennsylvania, of which state 
he was a native, and in 1843 removed to Pres- 
ton county, Virginia; after having represented 
that county in the convention which framed 


the first Constitution of West Virginia, he was, 


at its ratification by the people, elected judge | 


of the Second Judicial Circuit, composed of 
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the counties of Monongalia (of which county 
he became a citizen in 1864), Preston, Taylor 
and Tucker, and held the office from 1863 to 
1873, a period of nearly ten years. 

Hon. Edward C. Bunker removed to Mon- 
ongalia from Preston county in 1857, and 
subsequently was elected prosecuting attor- 
In 1862 
the legislature of the restored government of 


ney for the county of his adoption. 


Virginia elected him brigadier general of the 
Third Division and Tenth Brigade of the Vir- 
ginia Militia, composed of the counties of 
Preston, Monongalia, Taylor, Harrison and 
Marion, in the command of which he did 
efficient service in 1864, when these counties 
When the 
state of West Virginia was admitted into the 


were threatened with invasion. 


Union in 1863, General Bunker represented 
in the Senate of the State the district com- 
posed of the counties of Monongalia, Tayior 
and Preston. In 1866 he was appointed by 
the Governor of the State judge of the Tenth 
Judicial Circuit, embracing the counties of 
Mineral, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy and Pen- 
dleton. In 1867 he was elected by the peo- 
ple judge of the same circuit, and in the fall, 
while holding a court for the county of 
Hardy, was suddenly taken ili and removed 
to his residence in Piedmont, where he died 
in November of that year, in the prime of 
You 


will pardon me, who knew him so long and so 


matured manhood and mental vigor. 


well, for adding my own estimate of his char- 
acter. His friendship was true and constant, 
his manner sincere and genial, and there were 
embodied in him all the elements of a noble, 
generous, cultivated nature. 

I record with pleasure and pride the deep 
interest the people of Monongalia county 
have always taken in the cause of education. 


As early as the 29th of November, 1814, the 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


General Assembly of Virginia passed an act | 


incorporating the trustees of Monongalia 
academy (the old academy buildings then 


| 
| 
| 


stood where the residence of the late Guy > | 


R. C. Allen now stands) ; 
January, 1829, another act was procured 
through the instrumentality of one of her 
most enterprising, public-spirited citizens, the 
late Thomas P. Ray, authorizing the sale of a 


lottery scheme for its benefit, by which its 


means were largely augmented. During this 
year the academy grounds (now free school) 
were purchased, and buildings erected thereon, 
a well-selected library was coilected, philo- 
sophical and astronomical instruments and 
apparatus procured, and two literary societies 
organized. For more than half a century 
the Monongalia Academy sent out from its 
halls hundreds of young men from the county, 
fitted 


by thorough literary culture and acquirements, 


the State, and the surrounding states, 


and elevated moral training for the duties and 
responsibilities of life, and a blessing to the 
whole country. The high character and 
enlarged educational facilities of this institu- 
tion of learning gave it a widely-extended 


reputation, and at the climax of its prosperity 


fourteen States of the Union were represented 


in its classes. That reputation was steadily 
and successfully maintained until 1867, when 
the trustees donated to the State of West 
Virginia its valuable real estate, library, appa- 
ratus, moneys and investments, amounting in 
value to more than $50,000. As early as 
1827 its board of trustees consisted of John 
Rogers, Ralph Berkshire, Henry Lazier, Wil- 
liam Griffey, James Hurry, Fielding Kiger, 
Matthew Gay and Thomas P. Ray. Matthew 
Gay was president of the Board of Trustees, 
and so continued from 1827 to 1857, the time 


of his death, a period of thirty years. Thomas 


and on the 28th of | 
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le Ry was treasurer, and Eugenius M. Wil- 
son, secretary. Its last treasurer and secre- 
tary were Frederick A. Dering and Ashbel 
Fairchild. ( 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees held 
May 2, 1857 (present, E. C. Wilson, E. W. 
Tower, F. A. Dering, R..B. Carr, 
Kramer and John P. Byrne), on motion of 
Edgard C. Wilson, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted and ordered to be 


Leeroy 


recorded: 


“ Resolved, That the board of trustees now 
assembled feel called upon by the decease of 
Matthew Gay, Esq., to express the high esti- 
mation in which he has long bcen held by 


| this Board, over which he has presided for 


the last thirty years. We bear testimony to 
the many excellences of character which have 
made him for so long a time the presiding 
officer of this Board—our companion and 
wise counsellor, in discharge of the duties 
devolving upon him.” 


Within the last half century there have 
been two seminaries of learning in Morgan- 
town, organized and chartered for the educa- 
tion of females. The first of which was char- 
tered by act of the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia of 23d of March, 1831, and was called 
the Morgartown Female academy. By the 
act of incorporation it was placed under the 
management of the trustees of Monongalia 
Academy, and largely supported from .its 
funds. Its buildings were erected in 1832 on 
Long Alley, near the Baptist Church, and it 
remained under the control of the trustees of 
Monongalia Academy until 1839. 
ary, 1839, it was incorporated by the name 


In Janu- 


| and style of “ The Morgantown Female Col- 


legiate Institute,” and William Lazier, Guy 


| R.C. Allen, Waitman T. Willey, George Hill 


and Reuben B. Taylor were made trustees. 
William Lazier was elected the first President 
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of the board. In its later years of usefulness 
and success, the walls of the buildings were 
painted white externally, and it was known 
and called ‘“ White Hall Female Seminary.” 


In 1851, the old buildings on Long Alley | 
having become unfit for use, the property was | 


afterwards sold and passed into private hands, 
and a new building was erected in the southern 
part of the town, near the Presbyterian Church, 
to which subsequently important additions 
were made, and in 1857 it was fully organized. 
Waitman T. Willey was president of the 
board of trustees, and William Wagner sec- 
retary and treasurer. It sustained the inter- 
ests of female education until 1868, when it 


was sold to Mrs. E. I. Moore, and is now 


incorporated as “ Morgantown Female Semi- | 


nary,’ and successfully engaged in the work 
of education. 

In 1857-8 the Virginia General Assembly 
granted a charter to the ‘“‘ Woodburn Female 
Seminary,” which was located ona part of the 
lands now owned by the West Virginia Uni- 
versity, and occupied the building afterwards 
purchased and donated by the trustees of 
Monongalia Academy to the State of West 
Virginia, and which was destroyed by fire in 
1873. 
tution in 1864. The Morgantown Female 
Academy, The Morgantown Female Colle- 
giate Institute, and the Morgantown Female 
Seminary, have in years past sent out, and 


It ceased as a female educational insti- 


the Morgantown Female Seminary is now 


sending out from its refined and classic halls, | 


many of the fair daughters of West Virginia, 
who, in the social and family relation, and as 


educators in the high and free schools of this | 


State, have won unfading laurels for them- 
selves, and reflected honor upon their a/ma 
mater. 


The West Virginia Agricultural College 
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was organized in 1867, under the acts of Con- 
gress passed July 2, 1862, and April 19, 1864. 
About $100,000 were realized by the sale of 
land scrip donated by Congress. It was 
located at Morgantown, on the lands donated 
to the State of West Virginia by the trustees 
of Monongalia Academy, who, together with 
these lands, and including library, apparatus, 
moneys and investments, donated to the State 
property in value of more than $50,000. Sub- 
sequently the name was changed by act of the 
legislature to The West Virginia University, 
and it is now under the direction and control 
of a Board of Regents, one of whom is ap- 
pointed from each judicial circuit in the State. 
Alexander Martin, D.D., was elected its first 
president in 1867, and filled the position until 
August, 1875. John W. Scott, D.D., vice- 
president, is now discharging the duties of | 
president of the institution. Erected upon 
the grounds are two large, substantial and 
elegant University Halls, and an armory for 
the protection of the arms and munitions of 
war used by the cadets. From the organiza- 
tion of the University, ‘classes, annually in- 
creasing in numbers, have graduated. The 
State legislature has manifested a commend- 
able appreciation of advanced education by 
making annually liberal appropriations for the 
current expenses, and the erection and main- 
tenance of suitable buildings. Connected with 
the University are a library of well-selected 
and valuable books, a laboratory, astronomical, 
philosophical and chemical instruments and 
apparatus, prepared and selected to meet the 
requirements of the most recent progress in 
the physical sciences; a large and well-selected 
museum, containing mineralogical, geological 
and conchological cabinets; a reading-room ; 
a signal station for the benefit of commerce, 
agriculture and science, in charge of a United 
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States army officer, and two literary societies, 
for the improvement of the students in reading, 
composition, oratory, debate and criticism. 
No institution of learning in the country 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


affords greater facilities and advantages fora | 


thorough and finished education 
West Virginia University. 

And now in conclusion, Monongalians—on 
this glad centennial day—marking the chron- 
ological line between the century of the 
past and the century to come—let me con- 
gratulate you that there is seen among you 


no abatement of the patriotic spirit of a hun- | 


dred years ago, and that the experience, the 
discipline, and the culture of a century have 
fitted you and every citizen in every county 
and state of this broad and free land, for a 
higher, a nobler and a happier destiny in the 
future. 


than the | 





Who will say, standing this day beneath © 


his country’s flag, and witnessing the universal | 


joy of a free and happy people, that the wars, 
the tears, and the blood of a century have 
Who will say that if 
it has taken a hundred years to give practical 


been a costly sacrifice ? 


interpretation to the great charter of American | 


freedom, and to present every citizen in this 
year of jubilee before High Heaven, redeemed, 
disenthralled and regenerated by the spirit of 
universal liberty, that the cry will not ere long 
be heard from the tops of the mountains— 
Watchman! what of the night? And in ten 
thousand answering voices echoing around a 
ransomed world, the welcome response will 
be—The morning cometh! to usher in the 
meridian splendor of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, to whom not only all the honors of all 
the centennial years of earth and time, but 
the excellent glory of the eternal ages belong. 


SOS 


ANSELOTT JOHN, a scion of an old 
and 
county, and a citizen of prominence and use- 


worthy family of Monongalia 
fulness in the community in which he lives, is 
a son of Lemuel and Susanna (Fretwell) John, 
and was bornin Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
on September 7, 1813. 

From the principality of Wales to the 
United States, in 1745, came Thomas and 
Sibiela John, the great-grandparents of the 
They settled in the 
eastern part of Pennsylvania, in the county of 
Chester. They were the parents of eight 
children, as follows: William; Catharine, who 
married Jeremiah Stillwell, and died in Bed- 


ford, Pennsylvania; David; Thomas, who re- 


subject of this sketch. 


mained in Chester county; one who died in 
crossing the Atlantic ocean; John, James and 
Lemuel. , 

In 1771 or 1772, four of these sons, John, 
William, James and Lemuel, shortly after- 
ward followed by the fifth, David, came to Mo- 
nongalia county, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
John took up one thousand acres of land, 
and entered the Revolutionary war, and was 
never heard of afterwards. He was unmar- 
ried, and, under the old English law, William, 
being the next in age, inherited the land. 
James, the seventh son, purchased or took up 
one hundred and sixty acres of land on the 
head of Camp run, in what is now Union dis- 
trict, the farm now owned by Lanselott John. 
Upon that farm he lived until 1788, when he 
built a boat and descended the Monongahela 
and the Ohio rivers to the Miami, and up the 
Miami to near Dayton, Ohio, where he set- 
tled, and where many of his descendants are 
still living. Lemuel took up four hundred acres 
of land near Cheat river; in 1772, married 
Rhehama Kerkhart, and lived there until his 
death. William John, the eldest son of 
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of Lanselott John, married Mary Davies, a 
Welsh lady, who came to this country on the 
same ship that brought her future husband, 
both of them being then mere children. He 
fell heir to his brother John’s estate, and set- 
tled on the head waters of Kane’s run, in 
Union district, where he died October 4, 1814, 
at the age of about seventy-six years. Their 
children were: Thomas, who went to Mis- 
souri at an early day; Jane married a gentle- 
man by the name of Miller, and removed to 
Ohio; Mary, who married Enoch Evans, who 
came from Greene county, Pennsylvania, to 
Monongalia, in 1805; Lewis, who married a 
Miss Weltner ; Lemuel; Owen; Rebecca, who 
married Reuben Brown, and William, who 
married Mary McVicker, and died in this 
county. William, the grandfather, was one of 
the founders and a. deacon of the old Forks 
Cheat Baptist church. 

Lemuel John, father of Lanselott, was born 
on the old John homestead in 1786, and died 
in the same locality in 1851. 
owner of the four-hundred-acre farm of his 
uncle Lemuel, on Cheat river, and other 
landed interests Union district, to the 
extent of about four hundred acres more, 


in 
and about one thousand acres in Gilmer 
county, this State, and was a very extensive 
farmer, and had the first store in Stewarttown. 
He married Susanna, a daughter of Thomas 
Fretwell, who was a native of Fauquier 
county, Virginia, but who came to this county 
at an early period. This marriage union re- 
sulted in the birth of nine children—William 
F., who went to the state of Indiana, and 
died in early manhood; Thomas J., deceased, 
was a farmer ona part of the old homestead ; 
Lanselott, subject ; Lemuel N., deceased, was 
a resident of near New Salem, Fayette county, 


Thomas and Sibiela John, and the grandfather | 


He became the | 





Pennsylvania; Chapman, deceased, was a 
farmer of Monongalia county; Agnes, de- 
ceased, unmarried; Pascal died young, un- 
married; Ashby went to California, where he 
died unmarried, and Christy Ann, deceased, 
married Eugenius Jenkins, of Clinton district. 

Lanselott John received his mental training 
and education in the subscription schools, and 
then took up and has always pursued the arts 
and 


of husbandry as farmer, stock-raiser 


stock-dealer. He owns two hundred and 
twenty-five acres of good land in Union dis- 
trict, which, by careful tilling and the exercise 
of frugality, coupled with unusual tact and 
skill in his investments, has realized him a 
very handsome fortune. He has not confined 
his operations exclusively to agricultural pur- 
suits, but has taken a prominent part in other 
matters in the county of a financial nature. 
He was one of the organizers of the Second 
National Bank of Morgantown. He is nowa 
stockholder in both the Morgantown banks, 
the Bank of Monongalia Valley and the 
Second National. He is a member of the old 
Forks Cheat Baptist Church, of which he 
has been church clerk and deacon for forty 
years. 

On September 7, 1837, he married Sarah, a 
daughter of Rezin Holland, formerly of Mary- 
land, and a prominent man of Clinton district. 
To this union was born one child, a son, 
James W., born April, 1838, and died No- 
vember 5, 1865. He was a young man of 
good business capacity and with bright pros- 
pects for a business career, but his “ Sun set 
while it was yet noon,” and he wrapped his 
mantle about him, and 


“With the silent boatman, 
Crossed to the other shore.” 


_—_———S—__—__—_ 
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EORGE C. BAKER, prosecuting attor- 


ney for Monongalia county, and a law- 
yer of talent and ability, is a son of Coleman 
and Hannah (Vance) Baker, and was born on 


March 4, 1862, in what is known as Cheat | 


Neck, in Union district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia. 

The Baker family, of which George C. is a 
representative, is of German ancestry, and the 
family name was originaily spelled “ Becker.” 
The family first settled in Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, whence George Baker, great- 
grandfather, at a very early day came to Mon- 
ongaliacounty and settled in what is now known 
as Cheat Neck. The land upon which he set- 
tled is notable as being an “Indian burying 
ground,” and upon which was located an In- 
dian fort. He was a gunsmith by trade 


and a very appropriate trade when the 
fact is considered that he was one of the 
pioneers in a section inhabited by a roving 
In 
this pioneer home, on July 17, 1801, was born 
John N. Baker, grandfather of the subject of 


this record. 


band of hostile and bloodthirsty savages. 


Born amid the rugged beauties 
of primeval nature and schooled to the hard- 
ships of a pioneer life, his attributes of char- 
acter were well defined. His was a character 
in which self-reliance, perseverance, honesty 
and probity of purpose and withal intense 
patriotism were the distinguishing character- 
istics. He had but few advantages for secur- 
ing mental culture, perhaps he attended school 
six weeks in all; but notwithstanding his 


limited advantages, he was one of the finest 


mathematicians of the county. His father at | 


one time traded a gun fora large portion of 
land, in the centre of the town of Morgan- 
town, West Virginia. 


runner of civilization in the section of the 


He was no less a fore- 








Methodism in the same locality. He was a 
pillar of the church, and his home was a 
hospitable stopping-place for the preachers of 
that denomination. He was politically an 
ardent whig, and being a man of recognized 
good judgment and possessing in an eminent 
degree the confidence and respect of the 
people, they elected him a number of times 
justice of the peace of the district in which 
he lived. He was buried on July 17, 1894, at 
the age of ninety-three years. 

Coleman Baker, father, was born on January 
20, 1832, and died on June 14, 1863, when 
this section of the State was threatened with 
invasion and devastation during the late Civil 
War. He was knownasa Christian gentleman 


of high standing 


g, and was pointed to as an 


exemplary character and good business man 
of great promise. He married Hannah, a 
daughter of Colonel Addison Vance, who 
was a native of the state of Virginia, but with 
his wife and one child located in Morgantown 
at anearly date. Addison Vance was a hatter 
by trade, and perhaps made the first hats man- 
ufactured in what is now the state of West 
Virginia. He was an industrious and ener- 
getic man, his business becoming a very 
profitable one, and he acquired considerable 
property. Fo.sanumber of years he ran the 
‘National Hotel,” then one of the most pop- 
ular hostelries of the State. 

George C. Baker, after attending and gradu- 
ating in the common schools, took a full class- 
ical course in the University of West Virginia, 
graduating with the degree of “ Bachelor of 
Arts,” in June, 1882. 
upon the study of his chosen profession—the 


He at once entered 


law—in the office of Hon. George C. Sturgiss 
and Judge R. L. Berkshire, both well-known 
and prominent attorneys of the Monongalia 


county in which he settled, than a pioneer of | county Bar. He then entered the Law 
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Department of the State University, from | 


which he graduated with the degree of ‘‘ Bach- 
elor of Law,” in 1885, and passed the ex- 
amination before the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the State in the summer of 1885. 
He then entered into a partnership with 
Messrs. Sturgiss and Berkshire, which co- 
In 1889 he 
withdrew from said firm and formed a law 


partnership lasted two years. 


partnership with Frank Cox, under the firm 
name of Cox & Baker, which partnership has 
continued to the present time. 

On January 1, 1889, Mr. Cox assumed the 
duties of the office of Prosecuting Attorney, 
an office to which he had been duly elected 


the preceding November, and Mr. Baker was | 


qualified as his assistant and served during 
the full term of four years. In the November 


election of 1892, Mr. Baker was elected to the 


same office, and assumed the duties thereof on 


January 1, 1893, and Mr. Cox became his 
assistant. He is a republican in political 
affiliation, and has frequently represented his 


party in county and State conventions; he 


takes an active part in all matters pertaining 


to his party’s success. 

The firm of Cox and Baker represent as 
attorneys the following corporations: The 
Second National Bark of Morgantown, The 
Mutual Building and Loan Association, The 
W. L. Mellon Pipe Lines, The Delmar Oil 


Company, The Southern Oil and Gas Com- | 


pany, The Blacksville Oil and Gas Company, 
The Troy Oil Company, and a number of 
other oil and business corporations. Heisa 
member of the Monongalia Lodge, No. 10, LO. 
O. F., and of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

On September 4, 1889, he married Juliet, 
daughter of Rev. Hezekiah Boyers, a minister 
in the M. E. Church. To them.two children 
have been born; Charles L. and Grace Juliet. 








ENRY M. MORGAN, the editor and 
founder of the Morgantown Weekly 
Post, the first republican and the oldest exist- 


| ing paper in Monongalia county, has been 


prominent, active and useful in the field of 
West Virginia journalism for the last quarter 
of a century, and had much to do with the 
introduction of the present system of local 
news, used by all the papers of the State. 
He is a son of Enos D. and Martha B. (Han- 
num) Morgan, and was born at Morgantown, 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), April 10, 1843. 
one of the most distinguished that West Vir- 


The Morgan family is 


ginia has ever produced, and at last is taking 


its rightful place in the history of the 
State, whose early northern settlements de- 
pended much upon the powers of the Mor- 
gan arm for protection against the merci- 
less savages, some of whose raids had been 
made by the bands of Pontiac, Logan and 
Tecumseh. A full account of the Virginia 
ancestry and western Virginia settlement ot 
the Morgans will be found in the sketches of 
Hon. H. B. Morgan and the Morgan family, 
Mr. 


Morgan’s paternal grandfather was a son of 


which appear elsewhere in this volume. 


Col. Zackwell Morgan, who was the founder 
of Morgantown and a relative of David Mor- 
gan, of Indian fame, and Gen. David Morgan, 
Mr. 


Morgan’s father, Enos D. Morgan, was born 


the wagoner general of the Revolution. 


in 1807, at Morgantown, where he died on 
January 27,1857. Hewas aprinter by trade, 
and, between 1825 and 1845, edited and pub- 
lished several papers, under different names, 
at Morgantown. From 1845 to his death, in 
1857, he was engaged as foreman and in edit- 
ing papers for different parties. 

Enos D. Morgan inaugurated a great im- 


provement in the press of Monongalia county, 
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and was largely copied by other editors in north- | 


ern West Virginia. 
talent and taste, and allowed his native mod- 
esty to keep him from public positions that he 
was especially qualified to fill with credit and 
honor. He was a natural musician, hardly 
having his equal as a violinist, and was the 
contemporary of the celebrated Capt. William 
H. Stoy, as a band instructor. He was a 
well-informed man for his day, and an earnest 
Modest 


and unassuming, he lived and died a gentle- 


old-line whig in political opinion. 


man in every respect. He married Martha B. 
Hannum. Their family consisted of five sons 
and five daughters. 

Henry M. Morgan received his education 
in the old Monongalia Academy, and at an 
early age learned the trade of printer, which 
he followed as a compositor until 1864, when, 
on March 12, of that year, he established the 
Morgantown Weekly Post, with which he has 
been connected ever since. On March 25, 
1865, he associated Capt. N. N. Hoffman with 
him in its publication, and, upon the illness of 
the latter in 1888, he purchased the entire 
paper, which he has published ever since 
under the firm name of H. M. Morgan and 
Sons. 

The Jvorgantown Weekly Post is an eight- 
page, six-column paper, fearlessly republican 
in politics, yet fully devoted to home matters 


and local news, and ever alive to the interest | 


Its 
circulation is nearly fifteen hundred copies 


of Morgantown and Monongalia county. 


per week, and it is read by several thousand | 


persons. In 1864 Mr. Morgan was the first 
journalist in the State to introduce and de- 
velop the present system of local correspond- 


his paper gives reliable, accurate and interest- 


ing general and local news. He has built up 
6 


Mr. Morgan was aman of | 





his large circulation on his ability as an editor 
and his good management as a publisher. He 
operates an excellent job office in connection 
with his printing establishment, and does 
splendid book work. 

On October 25, 1865, Mr. Morgan was 
united in marriage with Josephine A. Lazier, 
daughter of E. C. Lazier, of Morgantown. 
They have two children: B. L. and W. H., 
who are now associated with their father in the 
printing and publishing business. 

In politics, Mr. Morgan has always been a 
Fie 


Monongalia Lodge, No. 


staunch republican. is a member of 
io, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and of Morgantown 
Mr. Mor- 


gan is pleasant and agreeable, and ranks as 


Lodge, No. 4, Knights of Honor. 


one of the enterprising and progressive citi- 
The Post to-day, with 
its commanding position and wide influence, 


zens of Morgantown. 


has grown from very small and very humble 
beginnings, and no paper is now more active 
and potent than it for the progress of Monon- 
galia county. 


a 


Se ar G. MORGAN, of Grant dis- 

_ trict, Monongalia county, the oldest liv- 
ing representative of the famous Morgan 
family of Indian and Revolutionary fame, and 
a great-grandson of the celebrated David 
Morgan of border warfare, is a son and the 
only living child of Hon. Stephen H. and 
Hannah (Powell) Morgan, and was born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1820, near Rivesville, Monongalia 
His 
paternal grandfather, Zackwell Morgan, a son 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia). 


| of the celebrated Indian fighter, David Mor- 
ence that prevails throughout the State, and — 


gan, whose wonderful deed of bravery in pro- 
tecting and slaying their Indian pursuers near 
Pricket's fort, has passed into the frontier his- 
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tory of the United States and is given in full 
in the sketch of the Morgan family appearing 
elsewhere in this volume. Zackwell Morgan, 
who owned the site of Morgantown that was 
named in honor of him, was an uncle to Mr. 
Morgan’s grandfather, who was called out to 
serve in the Revolutionary war; but his com- 
pany only got as far as Winchester, where 
they were held for some time and then dis- 
charged. He was a native of Berkeley county, 
and passed his life chiefly as a farmer near the 
place of his father’s great Indian fight. He 
married Lina West and reared a family of five 
sons and five daughters. His son, Hon. 
Stephen H. Morgan, was born on the old 
home farm and died at Palatine, Marion 
county, at the age of fifty-six years. He was 
a good farmer, and a conservative democrat, 
and an active Methodist. He served two 
terms as a member of the legislature of Vir- 
ginia, and was a man of standing and influ- 
“ence in his county. He married Hannah 
Powell, and they had a family of five children 
—two sons and three daughters. 

Smallwood G. Morgan, was reared on his 
father’s farm and received his education in the 
old subscription schools, old Monongalia 
Academy and a Baptist institution of learning 
at Pruntytown, in Taylor county. He com- 
menced life for himself as a farmer, and has 
continued in that line ever since. After his 
marriage he removed to Grant district, Mon- 
ongalia county, where he has resided up to the 
present time. On April 24, 1849, Mr. Mor- 
gan married Liza J. Thorn, who died February 


27, 1865, leaving five children: Margaret, wife | 


of A. S. Wisman; Eugenia, married William 
C. Fisher, of Palatine, Marion county; Sher- 
rad C., who married Mary Kinkead; Hon. 
Benjamin S., ex-State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Schools, who wedded Anna Thoburn and 
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isa lawyer at Charleston; Dr. George W., 
who attended one course of lectures at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Balti- 
more, was licensed on examination of the State 
Medical Board to practice, and died at Win- 
field, Putnam county, where he was making 
his mark as a very able and skillful physician, 
and Edward Everett, who died young. Mr. 
Morgan married a second time, wedding on 
April 17, 1866, Annara Wilson xée Windsor. 
By his second wife he has three children: 
Alice J., wife of George Brand; Robert H., 
a teacher, and Catherine. 

In politics Smailwood G. Morgan is a dem- 
ocrat. He served as a justice of the peace 
from 18— to 1861, but has never been ambi- 
tious of political preferment or prominence. 
He is a man of good judgment, of general 
information and of entertaining conversational 


A plain, unassuming, intelligent and 


>? 
honest man, of affable manners and generous 


powers. 


hospitality, Mr. Morgan has the good will of 
his neighbors and the respect of all who come 
in contact with him in business transactions 
er social discourse. 

Hon. Benjamin F. Morgan, ex-State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, and a lineal 
descendant of the famous David Morgan of the 
western frontier, is a son of Smallwood G. and 
Liza J. (Thorn) Morgan, and was born in 
Grant district, Monongalia county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), March 11, 1854. He 
received his education at the West Virginia 
University, from which institution he was 
graduated with honors. 


as 


He served two years 


county superintendent of Monongalia 


_ county, taught three years in Monongalia 


Academy and served eight years as State 
Superintendent of Schools of West Virginia, 
and made a good record as a faithful and effi- 


cient school officer. He did much for the 
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advancement of the public schools of the | books to commence the battle of life. 


State and was popular as a superintendent. 
He read law and was admitted to the Monon- 
galia county bar October 18, 1882, and is now 


| 


| 
| 


in successful practice at the capital of the © 


State. He is energetic, capable, intelligent 
and scholarly, and stands well with the public 
as a courteous gentleman and an able lawyer. 
In 1889 Mr. Morgan married Anna Thoburn, 
of Wheeling, West Virginia. 


2 


OLONEL SMITH ALBERT POSTEN, 


mayor of Morgantown, colonel of the | 


famous First regiment, U. R. K. of P., anda 
prominent business man of Morgantown, West 
Virginia, was born April 11, 1858, in Preston 
county, West Virginia, and is a son of James 
W. and Sarah (Conley) Posten. The grand- 
father of our subject, James Posten, was a 
native of Preston county, where he _ lived 
died. 
was. born 


all his life, and where he 
W. Posten, father, 


James 


in Preston 


county in 1828, entered the Civil Warin 1861, | 


cb 


in First regiment, Company “H,” and served 
through two terms of enlistment, and was 


serving his third term when he was taken 


carried to Danville prison, where he died. 
The mother of Colonel Posten died when he 


children: Smith Albert, subject; Martha, the 
wife of Maxvill Watson, a farmer of Preston 
county,and Homer C,a resident of Fairmont, 
Marion county. 

His mother dying when he was an infant, 
Colonel Posten knows well by experience the 
lesson of self-reliance. 

He attended the common schools and the 
State normal school at Fairmont, and then, at 
the age of eighteen, laid aside his school 





He 
secured a position as clerk in a general store 
at Masontown, Preston county. Here he ab- 
sorbed the rudiments of a business training 
In 1880 we find him at Ar- 
nettsville, Monongalia county, engaged in 


and education. 
merchandizing on his own account. He re- 
mained there about three years, and then for 
the next three years was located in Fairmont 
and Piedmont, West Virginia, one year in the 
In 1886 
he again took up merchandizing in Arnetts- 
ville, and remained there until 1888; on the 


former town and two in the latter. 


latter date he came to Morgantown as the 
manager of a store to be operated by “ The 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Union,” a co-opera- 
tive union on a joint stock plan. He success- 


fully managed this store in the interests of the 


/ union one year, when he purchased its stock 
| and has since carried on the business on his 
| own account. 


Mr. Posten is a wide-awake business man, 
and is interested in a number of business en- 
terprises that promote and foster the prosper- 


ity of the town. He was instrumental in or- 


| ganizing the Mutual Building and Loan As- 


| sociation, of which he is a stockholder anda 
prisoner at the battle of Cotter’s Farm, and © 


director, a director of the Morgantown Elec- 
tric Light and Power company, a stockhoider 


_ in the Monongalia Creamery company, the 
was but four months of age, leaving three | 


Morgantown Building and Improvement com- 
pany, and a stockholder in the Tygard Manu- 
facturing company,anda couple of oil compa- 
nies that operate in the Mannington district, 
Marion county, and has an interest in three 
oil wells in Monongalia county. 

Politically he has never taken an active 
part, but believes it the duty of every good 
citizen to devote some attention to the affairs 
of the government under which he lives, mu- 
nicipal, state and national. 
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He was elected mayor of Morgantown in 


1895, and is proving himself an efficient and | 


judicious executor. 

Mr. Posten gets his title through the posi- 
tion he holds as colonel of the First regiment 
of the Uniformed Rank of Knights of Pythias. 
The following from the Washington ZAvening 
Star of Saturday, September 1, 1894, gives a 
clear idea of his position and prominence in 
the Order: 

“Three cheers for the First regiment of the 
West Virginia U. R. K. P. 
the S¢ar’s trophy for the regiment making the 


They have won 


best appearance in the grand parade on Tues- 
day, and they will carry back home to West 
Virginia with them one of the handsomest 
It 
is a magnificent United States flag surmounted 


stands of colors ever made for a regiment. 


by a gold spread eagle, heavily fringed with 
bullion, and accompanied by a pair of regula- 
tion guidons. 

“On the staff of black ebony is a handsome 
solid silver plate bearing the inscription: 
‘Presented by the Avening Star, of Washing- 
ton, D.C. Awarded to the First regiment 
of West Virginia, U. R. K. P., for conspicu- 
ous excellence on parade and review. En- 
campment of 1894.’”” 

He is an enthusiastic Pythian and takes the 
greatest interest in the Uniform Rank. He 
joined the Order in 1883, and the Uniform 
Rank in 1891. 


termaster and lieutenant of the First regiment 


He was commissioned quar- 


April 27, 1892, and commissioned colonel of | 
the First regiment, West Virginia brigade, | 


US kK. K*of P., October 10, 1893: 
He joined the Grand Lodge, K. of P., of 
West Virginia, October 10, 18g1, and was 


| 
| 
| 














elected O. G. of Grand Lodge, October, 1893. | 


He is at present the Inner Guard of the 
Grand Lodge of West Virginia. 


Colonel Posten has been twice married; his 
first marriage was to Miss Belle Coombs, a 
daughter of John S. Coombs; she died April 9, 
1889, and he married, as his second wife, Miss 
Meta, a daughter of Charles Wallace, of 
Washington, D. C. 


————_> 


R. GEORGE W. JOHN was a son of 
William and Mary (McVicker) John, 
27, and died 

He received his education 


and was born February 4, 1 
January 26, 1883. 
in the subscription school at Stewarttown, 
this county, and in the old Monongalia Acad- 
emy at Morgantown. Having decided to 
prepare for the profession of medicine, he 
registered in the office of Dr. U. L. Clemmer, 
of Smithfield, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
and then, after one year’s study, attended lec- 
tures at the Cincinnati Eclectic Institute, and 
began the practice of his profession at Stew- 
arttown in 1852. Asa practitioner of medi- 
cine, he was painstaking and _ progressive, 
always on the alert to discover and perfect 
any reform in the line of his profession, and 
especially in the elaboration and perfecting of 
Medica. 


ment which is necessary to the attainment of 


Materia He possessed that ele- 
the highest success in any profession, trade or 
craft—a love for his work, and he continued 
actively in practice until a short time prior to 
his death. 

Although in the possession of a large prac- 
tice, yet he did not confine himself to profes- 
sional work alone, but was prominently con- 
nected with the mercantile and industrial 
interests of the county. In 1860 he opened a 
general store at Stewarttown, and also had 
stores at New Geneva and Rosedale, Pennsy!- 
vania. In 1871 he came to Durbannah and 


formed a mercantile establishment in Morgan- 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


town, and three years later purchased the 
property opposite the Wallace House, and 
continued the mercantile business there until 
his death; he also had branch stores at 
Uffington and Reedsville, Preston county. 
During a part of this time he was engaged 
in the lumber and timber trade. 
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was only known to his family and very inti- 
mate friends, for he fully carried out the in- 

junction: ‘Let not thy right hand know what 
thy left hand doeth.’, His conduct during his 
last illness, and his faith in the future on the 
approach of death, fully proved that he died 


| the death of a Christian.” 


Although delicate in health, his persever- | 


ance and indomitable will power, coupled 
with a natural talent and capacity for business, 
won for him a professional and_ business 
career, and secured him an ample com- 
petency. 

At the age of eighteen years he joined the 
Methodist Protestant church, and remained a 
consistent and devoted member of the same 
until its division into the North and South 
branches, when, strongly deprecating the in- 


jection of politics into religious matters, he | 


withdrew, and took for his standard of relig- | 


ious sentiment and practice the twenty-seventh | 


verse of the first chapter of James: “Pure | 
religion and undefiled before God and the | 
Father is this: to visit the fatherless and the | 


widows in their affliction, and to keep himself | 


unspotted from the world.” 


Upon his death, a writer thus spoke of him | 


in the New Dominion: “In his death our 
community has sustained a great loss, for Dr. 


John was one of Monongalia’s most substan- | 


tial citizens,.... ‘and to the manor born,’ 





a man of large and extensive business, a phy- 


Sician and a philosopher, a democrat and a 
patriot. He was charitable and generous. 
He did not put off the needy with a tract, nor 
when asked for bread give a stone; though, 


not withholding his good counsel, he never 


failed to help the needy, to assist the wounded | 
and visit the sick and afflicted. While he 
Sustained a fair degree of popularity with the | 
people in general, still Dr. John’s real worth | death. He married Eliza Beatty, a daughter 


His marriage with Sisson, eldest daughter 
of John S. Dorsey, of near Morgantown, was 
blessed in the birth of the following children: 
Alice, wife of William Moorhead, of Morgan- 
town; Ellenora, wife of Joseph M. Wood, of 
Morgantown, and George M., of the same 


place. 
—————2= 





LPHEUS DILLINER, a prosperous 
farmer and business man of Union dis- 

trict, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a 
son of Jacob and Eliza (Beatty) Dilliner, and 
was born near Crow’s Ferry, Greene county, 
The Dil- 


liner family is of German origin, and were 


Pennsylvania, on January 8, 1830. 


among the early families to settle in Western 
Pennsyvlania, some of them settling in West- 
moreland county and other members of the 
family locating in Greene county at an early 
period of its history. One of those to settle 
in Greene county was George Dilliner, the 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch. 
He became an extensive farmer and land- 
owner, being able to give each one of his 
seven sons a good-sized farm. Jacob Dilliner, 
father, was born in Greene county, near Crow’s 
Ferry, in 1803, and died November 8, 1887. 
His life work was essentially that of a farmer, 
although he did considerable business as a 
lumberman and was an extensive and success- 
ful business man. Politically he was a democrat 
and religiously a Presbyterian, having united 
with this church only a few months before his 
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of Thomas Beatty; of Fayette county, Penn- | 
sylvania. Eight children were born to this | 
union, as follow: Mary Jane, deceased, was 
the wife of Samuel Cagy, of Fayette county ; 
Alpheus, subject; Sarah, deceased, married 
Alexander MacElroy, of Taylor county, this 
State; Eliza, wife of William Morris, of Illi- 
nois; Margaret, died in infancy; Agnes, de- 
ceased, became the wife of Jacob Kline, of 


Rice’s Landing, Pennsylvania; Martha, de- 
ceased, was the wife of John Clark, of Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, and George Ira, a farmer 
and mechanic, of Cloud county, Kansas. 


Alpheus Dilliner was reared on his father’s | 


farm, in Greene county, and received such 
education as was afforded in the public schools. | 
Farming has been mainly his avocation | 
throughout life; but he has also lumbered | 
extensively for the last twenty-five years on | 
In 1869" 


he removed from Greene county, Pennsylva- | 


the Cheat and Monongahela rivers. 


nia, to the farm upon which he now resides, 
Here | 
he owns sixty-two acres of land in a good 
state of cultivation, underlaid with the Pitts- 


near Stewarttown, Monongalia county. 


burg coking coal. He has been twice mar- 
ried. On October 27, 1853, he wedded 
Sarah Virginia, a daughter of Owen John, a 


farmer and justice of the peace of Union dis- | 
trict, and a member of an old family of that 





name whose genealogical record appears else- 
where under the heading of Lanselott John. 


To this union were born four children: Owen 
and Ira, both died young; Lewis, a farmer of 


Greene county, Pennsylvania, and Sarah Vir- 
ginia, wife of Keener Stewart, a farmer of | 
Greene county, Pennsylvania. Sarah V. (John) | 
Dilliner died May 16, 1863, and in 1869 Mr. 
Dilliner married as his second wife, Amanda, | 
sister of his first wife. 


ZRA SHUMAN, an intelligent citizen 
and an affable and enterprising farmer 


| of Clay district, isa son of Joshua and Mariam 


(Amos) Shuman, and was born September 1, 
1850, in Clay district, Monongalia county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia). The family is 
of German origin, and were among the early 
German families that settled in eastern Penn- 
sylvania, whence John Shuman, grandfather, 
emigrated from near Philadelphia to what is 
known as Minister’s run, Marion county, then 
Monongalia county. He was one of the first 
settlers in that section of Marion county. 


He had two brothers—Philip and another— 


_ who served in the Revolutionary War. Farm- 


his craft; , ;He 
Smith, and they became the parents of four- 
teen children, Rachel, 
Catharine, Joseph, Benjamin, Jacob (one that 
died in infancy), Letitia, John, Sophia, David, 
Elizabeth, Hannah and Joshua. 

Joshua Shuman, father, was born in Marion 
county on January 22, 1317. 


ing Was married Elizabeth 


as follows: Mary, 


He was reared 
upon the paternal acres, and remained in 
Marion county until twenty years of age, or 
until 1837, when he purchased a farm at the 
head waters of Big Indian creek, in Clay dis- 
trict, Monongalia county, and has lived there 
Prior to the Civil War, he was a 
democrat, but left that party at that time and 
joined the ranks of the republican party, to 


ever since. 


which he has since strictly adhered. He is a 
consistent and active member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, of which he is an ex- 
His 
first marriage was with Malinda Floyd, who 
died June 14, 1847. The children born to 
Catharine, the 
She resides in 
Tyler county, this State; Sarah Elizabeth, the 
wife of James M. Mayfield, also of Tyler 


horter. He has been twice married. 


this union were as follows: 


widow of Benjamin Haught. 
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county, this State; John B., and two that died | 1855, resulted in the birth of twelve children, 


in infancy. 

On November 14, 1847, he married, as his 
second wife, Mariam Amos. (For family his- 
tory see the sketch of her brother, Rev. 
Stephen Amos, of Marion county.) To the 


latter union have been born: Idna, who died | 
February 15, 1856, at the age of six years; | 
Ezra; George died May 8, 1854; Francis | 
A. died April 2, 1854; Wesley died October | 


13, 1856; Mary at home; Emery, who re- 
sides ona part of the old home farm, a farmer 
by avocation, and William, who died March 
22, 1881. 

Ezra Shuman was educated in the sub- 
scription schools of his district; was reared 
ona farm, and has always followed farming 
as a means of securing a livelihood. He 
owns one hundred and thirty acres, a part of 
the old homestead, and located in the oil 
belt of the county. In addition to this, he is 


the owner of thirteen valuable building lots | 


Politic- 
ally, Mr. Shuman is a republican, with strong 


in the Arnett addition of Fairmont. 


inclination towards the Prohibition party. 


—_—_—_—_— SO 


EPHAS JACOBS, director in the Second 
National Bank of Morgantown, presi- 

dent of the First National Building and Loan 
Association of Charleston, West Virginia, 
and a highly respected citizen of his county, 
was born January 8, 1826, in Allegany 


county, Maryland, and is a son of Gabriel and | 


Margaret (Jackson) Jacobs. 


New Jersey, on July 7, 1781, and when a 


| 
| 
| 


one of whom died in infancy. 
Cephas Jacobs obtained such education as 
the common schools of his day, with their 


_ limited advantages and inadequate means, 


| afforded. 





He was reared on a farm, and 
when striking out into the world on his own 
He fol- 


lowed this pursuit in the county of his nativity 


account, took naturally to farming. 


until 1853, when he removed to Preston 
county, this State, where he remained engaged 
in the same avocation until 1869, the date 
upon which he came to Monongalia county. 
He purchased a farm on the west side of the 
Monongahela river, opposite Morgantown, and 
was actively and successfully engaged in 
agricultural pursuits until 1891. 

In July, 1892, he removed to Morgantown 
and now lives in comparative retirement in his 
handsomely built and tastefully arranged new 
home, on Foundry street, where he is enjoy- 
ing the well-earned fruits of an industrious 
and active life. 

He was one of the organizers and is the 
president of the First National Building and 
Loan Association of Charleston, this State, 
and is also a director in the Second National 
Bank of Morgantown. 

In his political following, Mr. Jacobs is a 
republican, and being well known by the 
people of his district as a man of broad judg- 
ment, and of conscientious instincts, was 
elected for two terms by his party to the 
office of justice of the peace, in Grant district. 


| He is a member of Morgan Lodge, No. 4, 
Gabriel Jacobs was born in the State of | 


young man emigrated to Allegany county, | 


Maryland, where he died October 11, 1848. 


His union with Margaret Jackson, who was - 
born May 27, 1783, and died October 20, | 


Free and Accepted Masons, and of the official 
Board of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
On April to, 1851, Mr. Jacobs and Margaret 
Ann Ravenscraft, daughter of Abner and 
Nancy (Corbus) Ravenscraft, of Hampshire 
county, West Virginia, were united in mar- 
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riage. To this union have been born the 
following children: Thomas Perry, born Jan- 
uary 27, 1852, married Miss Eugenia Alice 
Baush, and now resides in New Martinsville, 
Wetzel county, West Virginia. 


from the University of West Virginia in the | 


class of 1874, studied law with the Hon. 
George C. Sturgiss, of Morgantown, was 
admitted to the bar in 1875, and for a short 
time practiced in partnership with Mr. Sturgiss, 
but removed to his present place of residence, 


vicinity of Smithfield, Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, and made atwo-third payment on it, 
and when prepared to make the final one- 


| third payment .continental money became 


He graduated © 


where he successfully practiced his profession | 


until he was elected to the office of Judge of 
the Circuit Court, in 18go. 
December 16, 1854, married September 13, 
1877, Miss Nora Belle Koontz. He is a 


painter by trade, and now resides in Indian- | 


apolis, Indiana. 
1858, and died November 21,1858. Margaret 
A. B. was born September 20, 1860, and on 
December 25, 1883, became the wife of Rev. 


Geo. M. Kelly, who was educated in the West 


Virginia University and in Drew Theological 
Seminary, and is now a minister of the Metho- 


March 7, 1895, he married Ella Wood, and 
now resides with his parents, and is an archi- 
tect by profession. 





Ss 


LIHU H. RIDGEWAY, Justice of the 
Peace in Union district, and a representa- 





tive farmer of the same, is a son of Joel and 
Garusha (Dawson) Ridgeway and was born 
in Union district, Monongalia county, West 
Virginia, February 14, 1824. 
family, of which Elihu H. is a descendant, is 
of Scotch-Irish origin. His great-grandfather, 
Lot, was one of the brothers who came to 
this country prior to the war of the Revolution. 
He purchased a large tract of land in the 


William L., born | 


James G. was born July 21, | 


The Ridgeway — 








almost worthless, and he was unable to pay 
He then 
removed to Greene county, where he remained 


for the land, and thus lost it all. 


afew years and then came to what is now 
Union district, where he purchased several 
hundred acres of land and became a pioneer 
settler and farmer in that section. He married 
a Miss Ellison, and one of his sons was Joel 
Ridgeway, the grandfather of Elihu H. He 
settled in Union district, and as a necessity 
His death 
occurred in 1802, and was occasioned by being 


pursued the arts of husbandry. 


accidentally shot while hunting bear in the 
Cheat mountains. Joel, grandfather, married 
a Miss Horton, and two children were the issue 
of their union: Elihu and Joel. Elihu moved 
to the State of Indiana, where he died. 


father, was born October 11, 1800, and died 


Joel, 


July 7,1859. Farming was his avocation, own- 


| ing three hundred acres in Union district. He 
dist Episcopal church situated at Smithfield, | 


Pa. Elmer F. was born June 11, 1866. On | gantown, supplying the local custom. He 


also dealt rather extensively in coal in Mor- 


married a Miss Dawson, a daughter of John 
Dawson of this county. Twelve children 
were the progeny ofthis marital union: Eliza, 
deceased, was the wife of Joseph Weaver of 
this county ; Sylvester, deceased ; Dorcas, wife 
of Joseph L. Hill, of Union district; George 
D.; Susan, widow of Oliver McShane, of 
Pittsburg, 
Allamakee county, Iowa; William, a farmer 


Pennsylvania; Joel, a farmer of 


on a part of the old homestead; Elihu H. ; 
Elizabeth, wife of David Beard; Mary, mar- 
ried Francis Costello; James and Leroy, both 
deceased. 

Mr. Ridgeway has followed farming as his 
life vocation on a part of the original homestead 
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tract, containing one hundred acres. He isa 
republican in political sentiment, and with 
the exception of four years has served asa 
justice of the peace in Union district since 
1862. He has been thrice married, first time 
Philomen Morgan, of Fayette county, Penn- 


sylvania. Four children were the issue of this 


union: Judson; Alice, wife of Abraham Mar- | 
tin, of Fayette county, Pennsylvania; William, | 


deceased, and Thomas, of Brownsville, Penn- 
sylvania. 
Mr. Ridgeway married as his second wife Car- 
oline, a daughter of William Costolo, a miller 
and farmer of this district. They had one 
child, Gaddis H., of Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 


His third wife was Miss Mary Jarrett, a 


Mrs. Ridgeway died in 1857, and | 


| 
| 


daughter of Joseph Varner, and had a family 


of the following children: William, who en- 
tered the Civil War and was killed in the battle 


of Winchester; Prudence was the wife of 


_ Abraham Shriver; Martin entered the Union 
in 1847 to Mary Ann Morgan, a daughter of | 


army in the late Civil war, was captured and 


| held a prisoner in Libby prison, where he was 





daughter of Thomas P. Jarrett, a farmer and | 


teacher of this county. Ten children were 
born to this marital alliance: Joel, in the rail- 
road service at Plymouth, Iowa; Caroline, at 
home; Dallie, wife of Alpheus Maple, a mer- 
chant at Point Marion, Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, and Jacob and James, both at home. 
The rest died young. 
—_—_—So— 
INDSAY CLARK MOORE, a thrifty 
farmer of Clay district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a son of John and 
Rebecca (Varner) Moore, and was born upon 
the farm where he now resides, on Day’s run, 
in Clay district, Monongalia county, West 
Virginia. 

The grandfather of Lindsay C. Moore was 
Michael Moore, who was an early settler in 
Clay district. In that district John Moore, 
father, was born in the year 1807, and lived 
all his life in the district, dying on February 
28, 1895. 
and his political creed was that of the repub- 


His avocation was that of a farmer, 


starved to death; Amanda, the wife of Isaac 
Carr, a farmer of Taylor county, West Vir- 
ginia; Abraham, a farmer of the state of 
Iowa; John I. was a farmer of Clay district, 
and died in 1894; Lindsay Clark, subject, and 
Sarah, who married Gilbert T. Moore, of Clay 
district. 

Lindsay C. Moore was born and reared 
upon a farm, and has always followed farming 
as an avocation. He owns a farm where he 


now resides, in Clay district, of one hundred 


_ and seventy-five acres, and another of seventy- 


| five acres in the same district, near the village 





lican party. He married Rebecca Varner, a 


of Ponetown. The marriage of Mr. Moore 
and Alcinda Brookover, a daughter of O. P. 
Brookover, of Clay district, occurred on 
the 25th of January, 1874. Their marriage 
has been blessed with the following issue: 
Louella, the wife of Minor Tennant; Minnie, 
the wife of Emrod E. Tennant; Titus N., 
Odis C., Learney F., Ninnie Dell, Arlie W., 


and Okey Willis. 





_—) 





Nias. PERRY FETTY, a thrifty 
and substantial farmer of Cass district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a son 
of Elmer and Teresa (Shively) Fetty, and was 
born April 4, 1851, in Clay district, Monon- 
West Virginia. The Fetty 
family is of German uativity and origin, but 


galia county, 


members of it emigrated to this country over 
a century ago, and became pioneers in the 
development of Monongalia county, and have 
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done their share in the way of civilization. 
The grandfather of Nicholas Perry Fetty was 


John Fetty, who settled on Little Indian creek, | 
in Grant district, but later removed to what is | 


now Clay district, where he died. He married 


Sally Bike, and had the following children: | 


George, a resident of Tyler county, this State ; 
Thomas, dead ; Elmer, father ; John, who lived 
and died in Grant district ; William, who lived 


at the time of his death in Tyler county; Edda, | 
who became the wife of William Jones; | 


Pleasants, who married first time to David 
Fetty, and upon his death to John Wilson; 
Phoebe, who married Ed. Campbell, and moved 
to Illinois; Mary, who married Mathy Hen- 
derson, and went to Arkansas; Sally married 
Ed. Boice, she now lives in Braxton county, 
West Virginia ; Julia Ann married David Hen- 
derson, and went to Arkansas, where they 
died. 

Elmer Fetty was born at the Fetty home, 
in Grant district, on May 30, 1811, and died in 
Clay district, on May 31, 1888. His life work 
was that of an agriculturist, whilst in political 
faith and following he was first a whig and 
then a republican. Ten children were born to 
his marriage with Teresa Shively, who was 
born January 18,1814: Jacob Augustus, who 
is a farmer of Clay district, and was born 


December 16, 1834; John, born February 15, | 
1832, deceased, entered the Civil War, and was | 


taken prisoner, and it is supposed lost his life 
while in prison; Sanford Cornelius, born Sep- 
tember 30, 1842; Michael Elza, born October 
30, 1845, is a resident of near Farmington, 
Marion county, West Virginia; Ezra Taylor, 
born April 4, 1851; Nicholas Perry, subject ; 
Sabina A., born May 25, 1854, and died June 
9, 1854; Teresa P.D., was born May 4, 1855; 
Charlotte, who was born April 30, 1858, and 
died April 30, 1858. 

















Nicholas Perry Fetty married Sarah Ann, a ' 
daughter of John Keener, of Clay district, 
October 25, 1874. Four children have been 
born to this Union: John Clarence Elmer, 
born April 19, 1876; Phcebe Teresa, born 
March 21, 1878; 
August 1, 1879, and George Taylor, born 
January 24, 1883, and died March 25, 1883. 
Nicholas Perry Fetty attended the common 


Norman Spencer, born 


schools of his neighborhood, and then em- 
barked in farming pursuits, first in Clay dis- 
trict, where he lived until 1894, when he pur- 
chased and moved upon the farm on which 
In addition to 
the farm which he now resides upon, he owns 


he now lives, in Cass district. 


some oil-producing territory in Monongalia 
county. Politically Mr. Fetty is a republican, 
and is a strict member of the Christian church. 


_— Oo 


ENRY I. KING, a clerk at Halleck, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a 


| son of George N. and Mary A. (Wadsworth) 


King, and was born near Halleck, in Clinton 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
March 7, 1854. 

His father, George N. King, was born in 
Frederick county, Maryland, April 2, 1827, 
and at the age of nineteen came to Monon- 
galia county. He secured work as a laborer, 
and, by industry and the exercise of strict 
economy, he soon saved enough money to 
make a very respectable payment on a farm 
he purchased near Halleck, and upon which 
he lived, industriously pursuing the avocation 
of a farmer until his death, which occurred 
May 14, 1894, at Morgantown. Responding 
to Lincoln’s call for troops, to defend the 
Union against dismemberment by secession, 
he enlisted on the 14th of August, 1862, in 
company C, Fourteenth regiment, West Vir- 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


ginia volunteers, and served until the 27th of | 


June, 1865. 


Among the most important bat- | 


tles in which he participated were: Cloyd | 
~ and Gladesville Council, No. 46, Jr. O. U. A. 


Mountain, Cedar Creek, 
Winchester, Fisher Hill, Carter’s Farm, and 


two at Halltown, 


about twenty skirmishes, and was in the 


famous Lynchburg raid. The principles of 


the republican party and the suppression of | 
slavery were mainly the principles for which | 
_ mative of Preston county, who was a con- 


he fought during the long, bloody days from 


1862 to 1865, and it was but natural that he | 
| and Ohio railroad when it was built in 1858 


should vote with that party which he always 


ardently and enthusiastically supported. He 


was twice married ; first time, in 1847,to Mary | 


A. Wadsworth, who died on October 19, 1866, 
at the age of sixty-five years. Seven children 


were born to this union: Susanna E., the wife 





of Morgan B. Hale, who lives in Clinton dis- | 


trict, formerly a teacher, now a farmer, by | 
avocation; William J. and George C., de- | 
ceased; Henry I., subject; Mary E., who mar- | 
ried a Mr. Stanley, a stone cutter, and a resi- | 


dent of Hannibal, Missouri; Rebecca, de- 
ceased, was the wife of William A. Fletcher, 
of Fostoria, Ohio, and John N. died in infancy. 
Mr. King married, as his second wife, Amanda 


Hall, of Uffington; she now resides at Mor- | 


gantown. 
Henry I. King received a good elementary 
education in the common schools of Monon- 


galia and Marion counties, and he further | 


-broadened his education by study in the West 
Upon 


leaving college, he taught for several years in 


Virginia University, at Morgantown. 


the common schools of this county; in Octo- 
ber, 1887, went into the store at Halleck as 
clerk for James S. Watson, and has been 
clerking at Halleck ever since. 

Mr. King is an active worker of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, of which he is stew- 
ard, and is chairman of the Epworth League, 
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in connection with Halleck church work. 
Fraternally, he is a member of Monongalia 
Lodge, No. 10, I. O. O. F., at Morgantown, 


M., at Gladesville, Preston county, West Vir- 
On March 28, 1885, Mr. King was 
marriage with Mrs. Virginia C. 


ginia. 
united in 
Arnold, zee Snyder, of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. She isa daughter of John Snyder, a 


tractor on the construction of the Baltimore 


or 1860. 
were Lillian, the wife of Joseph C. Reppert, 
of Clinton district; Virginia C., of Pittsburg, 
and Mary M. 


Her children, by her first marriage, 


LISHA T. STEWART, 
farmer and intelligent citizen of Clay 


a prosperous 


district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
was born June 16, 1848, in Perry township, 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, a son of Rich- 
ard and Susanna E. (Rodgers) Stewart. 
Grandfather Elisha Stewart was a resident 
of Greene county, Pennsylvania, where he 
lived all his life. His wife was a Miss Whittle- 
latch. Richard Stewart was also born 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, and lived there 
up to the breaking out of the Civil War, when 


in 


he enlisted in company “I,” Eighth regiment, 
of Pennsylvania Reserves, on September 3, 
and was shot December 13th, at the battle of 
Fredericksburg, and died from the effects 


| thereof in the hospital at Washington, Dis- 


trict of Columbia, on December 28, 1862. 
His marriage to Susanna Rodgers was fruit- 
ful in the birth of twelve children: John died 
at the age of three years; Philip T. died in 
1866, at the age of twenty-six years ; Andrew 
H., a resident and farmer of Clay district ; 
Nancy, the wife of Resh Brannon, a resident 
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of Omaha, Nebraska; Jesse, a resident of 


Greene county, Pennsylvania; Elisha T., sub- | 


ject; Dorcas died in infancy; Jane, the wife | 


of Jasper Rush, of Point Marion, Fayette | 
died September 18, 1882; James Richard, 


county, Pennsylvania; Minerva, wife of James 
Cage, of Greene county; 


Joseph Bowen, of near Mount Morris, Greene | 


county, Pennsylvania, and Elsie, deceased. 


Elisha T. Stewart was educated in the com- | 


mon schools and remained at home upon the 
farm until March 16, 1865, when, although 
but sixteen years of age, he enlisted in the 
Civil War, in company ‘B,” Sixth West Vir- 


ginia infantry, and served to the close of the | 


war, taking part in a number of skirmishes. 
After the close of the Rebellion he worked 
for a time as a laborer upon a farm, and then, 
after his marriage, purchased the farm he now 
owns, located on Dunkard creek, where he 
has resided ever since. Heowns seventy-five 
acres of as good land as there is to be found 


in this section of the county. Mr. Stewart is 


a republican in politics, and is at the present | 
time serving as a member of the board of | 


education in his district. In his election for 
this position he received the highest vote cast 
for any candidate, a fact evidencing in a 
marked manner his influence and popularity 
among the people who know him best. He is 
a member of Olive Methodist Episcopal 
church, in which he is a trustee, and of Jesse 
Taylor Post, No. 450, G. A. R., at Mount 
Morris, Pennsylvania, of which he is a senior 
vice-commander. The marriage, August 12, 
1869, of Elisha T. Stewart and Frances Jane 


Lockhart, born January 2, 1848, and a daugh- | 
ter of George Lockhart, a native of Ireland, | 
but a resident at the time of his death of | 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, resulted in the | 
birth of the following children: Sarah Jane, | 


born June 22, 1870; Margaret Ann, born 


Pleasy, wife of | 








April 19, 1872, died February 13, 1882; Ida 
Bell, born January 18, 1875, died September 
6, 1877; Rutherford, born March 17, 1877; 
William Luther, born November 9, 1879, 


born October 8, 1882; Luvadie, born April 
20, 1885, died September 20, 1893; John 
Sherman, born February 17, 1888. 


EREMIAH HEADLEE, a descendant of 
old Revolutionary stock, and an intelli- 

gent and respected farmer of Cass district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a son 
of Silas and Elizabeth (Headlee) Headlee, 
and was born near Mt. Morris, Greene county, 
He is.of 
English lineage, his great-great-grandfather, 


Pennsylvania, September 1, 1825. 


Richard Headlee, having emigrated from Eng- 
land prior to the Revolutionary war and set- 
tled in the state of New Jersey.. He was for 
seven years engaged in the marine service of 
the British government. His son, John Head- 
lee, great-grandfather, was born in New Jersey, 
was drafted into the colonial service for the 
Revolutionary struggle, but died before ac- 
tively entering upon the duties of a soldier. 
Ephraim Headlee was born in New Jersey 
about 1758, and after arriving at maturity 
removed to the state of North Carolina, but 
after a short stay of one year in that state 
came to Pennsylvania, and made his home in 
Greene county the remainder of his days, 
dying in 1823. He was a farmer by avoca- 
tion and served as a scout in the war of the 
Revolution. He married Mary Fordyce, of 
New Jersey, and had nine sons, seven of 
whom grew to manhood. Silas Headlee, 
father, was born February 21, 1786, in Morris 
county, New Jersey, and died in Greene 


county, Pennsylvania, November 6, 1869. He 
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was a farmer by occupation, owning two hun- | 
dred and sixteen acres in Perry township, | 


Greene county, Pennsylvania. 


a skilled land surveyor and did consider- | 
He married Eliza- | 


able work along this line. 
beth, a daughter of John Headlee, of Greene 
county. Four sons and six daughters were 
born to this union. 
the subject of this sketch. He was born and 


All are deceased except 


reared on the farm and attended the subscrip- 
‘tion schools. In 1861 he purchased a farm 
of ninety-four acres, where he now lives, and 
has since added to this tract by purchase 


until he now owns one hundred and seventy 


acres located in the gas district of the county. | 


He is a believer in the dogmas of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, and is at the present 
time serving as trustee. On November 18, 
1855, he married Mary Sutton, a daughter of 
John Sutton, deceased, late a farmer of Cass 
district, Monongalia county. This union has 
been blessed with the birth of six children: 
Elmira, deceased; Silas, deceased; Vandalia 
Alice, deceased; Emma Louisa, wife of W. 
W. Poling, of Barbour county, West Virginia ; 
John T., at home, and one who died in infancy. 


SO 


USTUS SOUTH, a highly respected citi- 
zen, and a prosperous and _ successful 
farmer and stock dealer, of Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Elijah and 
Mary (Livengood) South, and was born 
March 


county, Pennsylvania. 


14, 1842, near Greensboro, Greene 


Dississway South, paternal grandfather, was 
a native of New Jersey, but settled near 
Greensboro, where he resided for many years, 


and where he died. He followed the com- | 


bined occupations of farming and stock-deal- 
ing, but was, essentially, a stock-dealer, doing 


He was also | 








an extensive business for that time. His 
marital union with Ruhanah Eakin resulted 
in an issue of seven children, five sons 
and two daughters, one of whom, Elijah, 
father of the subject of this sketch, was born 
near Greensboro, in 1809. There he was 
reared and there he resided until 1843, when 
he migrated to Cass district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, where he continued to 
reside up to his death, in 1866. He also was 
a farmer and stock-dealer, and, like his father, 
obtained more than an ordinary degree of 
success. He married Mary A., daughter of 
Nicholas Livengood, who for many years was 
a citizen of Greene township, Greene county, 
and to their union was born a family of seven 
children—six sons and one daughter. 

When Elijah South came to Monongalia 
county, he found the facilities for securing an 


The 


school-houses were, generally, of hewed logs, 


education in a very rude condition. 


daubed with mud. The schools were gener- 
ally taught by incompetent teachers—persons 
who were disqualified for other work, or too 
Mr. 


South, realizing that unless something was 


lazy to follow a more active avocation. 


done, he would be compelled to rear his chil- 
dren without even the rudiments of an educa- 
tion—an absolute and irreparable injustice to 
them—joined with his neighbors and built a 
school-house. School was kept in it for a 
time, but the neighbors losing interest in the 
subject of education, the school went down. 
Mr, South then employed a private tutor for 
his family, allowing his neighbors to send their 
children, providing they paid a reasonable tui- 
tion. Only two families thus availed themselves. 
This act of Mr. South’s was much criticised 
by his neighbors, who predicted his financial 
ruin and the degeneration of his children by 


giving them an education. Viewed from this 
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advanced age, we know his act was one of 
generous impulses, and that he was actuated 
by correct motives. His ideas were far in ad- 
vance of the age in which he lived. 

Justus was but one year old when his fam- 
ily removed to Cass district. 


to manhood, and remained until 1872, when 


Here he grew 


he removed to Battelle district, where he owns 
a fine and fertile farm of two hundred and 
fourteen acres, upon which he resided con- 
tinuously until 1892. Since that date he has 
spent the summers upon his farm, and the 
winters in Morgantown, where he occupies a 
He, like 
his ancestors, has always been a tiller of the 


pleasant and commodious home. 


soil, in connection with which he has followed 
the collateral pursuits of stock-dealing, stock- 
raising and grazing. 

Politically, he votes with and contributes 
his support and influence to the democratic 
party; religiously, he is identified with the 
Baptist church, of which he has been deacon 
since 1874. He is also a member of Blacks- 
ville Lodge, No. 88, I. O. O. F. 

In September, 1868, Mr. South and Mary, 
daughter of William Haines, of Monongalia 
county, were united in marriage, and to this 
union have been born two children—Winnie 
O. and Walter H., both of whom are students 
of the West Virginia State University. 


—————5S —_ — 


Wren A. TUCKER, one of the lead- 
ing business men at Cassville, in Cass 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
is a son of John Wesley and Mary Anne 
(Thomas) Tucker, and was born near Knotts- 
ville, Taylor county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), May 27, 1861. 
The Tucker family is of English extraction, 
and, during colonial times, settled in the state 








of Delaware, founding what has been known 
as the “ Tucker Settlement,” whence the nu- 
merous and long line of family connections 
have settled in various parts of the United 
States ; many of them having attained promi- 
nence and distinction in business, political and 
social circles. 

The first member of the family to settle in 
Tucker, 
great- grandfather of the subject of this sketch 


Monongalia county was George 
(and a cousin of Judge Tucker, an eminent 
jurist of Virginia), and who was born in the 
Tucker settlement, but settled at a date un- 
known in what is now Cass district. He was 
a comb-maker by trade, but became, essenti- 
ally, a farmer. 

The country was then a comparative wilder- 
ness; farming was conducted in a rather crude 
and primitive way, and the Indians, who were 
numerous in that section, persisted in harass- 
ing the little band of pioneer settlers ; but, 
notwithstanding these difficulties, he suc- 
ceeded, by indefatigable efforts, in clearing up 
a good farm, and establishing a good home 
for that day. He was a large man, rugged, 
vigorous and possessed of a strong personal- 
ity, and was recognized as a leader in his com- 
munity. Familiar with all the by-ways and 
paths, he rendered great service in protecting 
the 


marauding bands of Indians, and served in 


inhabitants from incursions made by 
the Revolutionary war, having enlisted in 
Kent county, Maryland, under Captain David 
Crane. They marched against the Tories 
under the leadership of the famous Tory 
leader, Charing Chow. He (Chow) was so 
closely pursued that he took refuge in a 
swamp, but made his escape. He was, later, 
captured and executed. One of the regular 
officers in the party, Philip Reed, who decap- 


tated a deserter, and carried the head into 


| 
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camp on a pole, was severely reprimanded by | 


Washington. 
George Tucker received a pension for his 


service in this war in 1833. He took an 


active and prominent part in church-work; | 


was a member and class-leader for many years 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. Thrice 
married, he became the father of twenty-one 
children. On his return from a vist to his 
children, near Columbus, Ohio, February 1, 
1834, he fell from the steps of a hotel, near 
Steubenville, Ohio, which accident resulted in 
his death, aged seventy-two years. 

Capt. Levi Tucker, grandfather of William 
A. Tucker, was born at Stumptown, in Cass 
district, and died at Cassville August 10, 1851. 
He was possessed of considerable mechanical 
genius; readily followed a number of avoca- 
tions, requiring more than ordinary construc- 
tive skill. 
followed farming to some extent, yet his main 


Whilst he resided on a farm, and 


business was that of house-carpentering and 
boat-building. He bore the distinction of 
building and floating the first large flat-boat 
on the Monongahela river, transporting the 
produce of the surrounding country to the 
markets of Brownsville and Pittsburg. He 
enlisted for the War of 1812, in June of that 
year, in Twelfth United States infantry, under 
Col. James P. Preston, and was discharged in 
December, 1813, by General Wilkinson, whose 
headquarters were at French Mills, on or near 
St. Lawrence river, in Franklin county, New 
York. The regiment to which he belonged 
was in the fight at Choytlem Fields, Novem- 
ber 


13, 1813, when Colonel Preston was 


wounded. Fort Covington, at that time, was | 


at or near French Miils, on Salmon river, 
in Franklin county, and the surrounding lo- 
calities were the scenes of great activity, mis- 


fortune and sufferings. Levi Tucker was a 








whig, voted for General Harrison in 1840, and 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 

He wedded Mary A., daughter of Thomas 
Glisson, who was born on the “ Emerald Isle,” 
and there grew to manhood; but, owing 
to the political turmoil through which his 
country was passing, and foreseeing final sub- 
jugation to England, he decided to leave his 
native land. He, accordingly, at the age of 
seventeen, inspired by the love of liberty, set 
sail for America. Landing, he finally made his 
way to Morgantown, where he was employed 
as one of the first teachers in Morgantown. 

The marriage of Capt. Levi Tucker and 
Mary Glisson resulted in the birth of three 
sons: Thomas, who died at New Martinsville, 
West Virginia, in March, 1895; John W., 
father, and James, a retired contractor of New- 
port, Kentucky. 

John W. Tucker, father, was born at Osage, 
West Virginia, March 11, 1821, and at an 
early age went to Morgantown, and there 
learned the harness and saddle-making trade 
under his uncle, Mercer Dering. Finishing 
his trade, he engaged in business at Evans- 
ville, Preston county, where he remained four 
years. Hethen purchased a farm in Taylor 
county, and resided upon it until 1866, when 
he removed to Cassville, his present home. 
Here he engaged in the manufacture of har- 
ness and saddles. He was, for ten years, the 
proprietor of the Cassville Hotel; he also 
operated a tan-yard. Politically, he is a 
has filled the office of 


justice of the peace nine years, and of post- 


stanch republican; 
master twenty-two years. Religiously, he 
has been a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church since the age of fourteen years. 
For many years he was a member of the state 
militia, and, during the late war, did consider- 
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able scouting. February 8, 1840, he married 
Mary Anne, a daughter of William Thomas, 
a farmer, of Taylor county, and to this mar- 


riage have been born a family of seven chil- | 


dren, one son and six daughters, four of whom 
are living: Sarah, the wife of R. H. Poynter, 
of Cassville; Lucy A., the wife of Alexander 
Lemley, of Doll’s run, this county ; Nancy, 
the wife of David C. Chesney, ‘of Cassville, 
and William A., subject. William 
educated in the public schools and at the 
West Virginia State University. 
university, he taught four terms in the public 
schools of this county. 


Leaving the 


In the meantime, he 
learned the harness business with his father, 
and succeeded to his business in 1885. In 


addition to this, he is engaged in the furni- | 
ture and undertaking, and hardware business. | 


He is active, energetic and progressive, and, 
in his combined business enterprises, has at- 
tained very fair success. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and repre- 
sented Monongalia circuit as lay delegate to 
the conference, at Wheeling, in 1891; is a 
republican in politics, and a member of the 
County Republican Executive Committee. 

On June 9, 1886, he married Rebecca P., a 
daughter of John Hall Courtney, a farmer of 
Cass district, and to them have been born 
three children: Rietz Courtney, Mary Esther 
and Eldon Bryant. 


—> ———_—_—_. 


jibe LEMLEY, an intelligent retired citi- 

zen of Cass district, this county, is a 
son of Samuel and Rebecca (Snider) Lemley, 
and was born March 15, 1814, 0n the farm on 


which he now resides, in Cass district, Mon- 


ongalia county, West Virginia. The family 
is of German ancestry, but has been in this 


country for several generations. George Lem- 


A. was | 





ley, grandfather, was a native of New Jersey, 
whence he emigrated, prior to the Revolu- 


| tionary war, to Greene county, Pennsylvania, 


settling on what is known as Whitely creek. 
After a residence there of a short time, he 
purchased about three hundred acres of land 
which afterwards became the Lemley home- 
stead, on Dunkard creek, near Mt. Morris, 
Greene county. Samuel Lemley was about 
ten years of age when his father located near 


Mt. Morris. 


and naturally took to agricultural pursuits. 


He was reared upon the farm 


| In 1808 he purchased one hundred acres of 


land where Asa Lemley now lives, and after- 
ward by purchase added to it until at the time 
of his death he owned two hundred and fifty 
acres in Monongalia county, and one hundred 
and fifty acres in Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania, adjoining the first purchase. He was 
a man of energy and enterprise and at times 
was largely engaged in  stock-dealing, fre- 
quently driving stock to the eastern markets. 
Politically he was a democrat of the Jackson 
type, and was a strict and conscientious member 
He died 
in 1869 and now lies buried in a private 


of the Methodist Episcopal church. 


cemetery on the farm he reclaimed from a 
wild and uncultivated condition and converted 
into a home. His marriage resulted in the 
birth of seven children, four sons and three 
daughters: John, deceased, represented Mon- 
ongalia county a number of times in the Leg- 
islature of the State, and removed to the State 
of Iowa, where he died; Elizabeth, died in 
early girlhood; Jacob, deceased; Asa, sub- 
ject; Sarah, wife of Reason Liming, a resi- 
dent and farmer of near Cassville, this county ; 
Mary, deceased, was the wife of Reuben 
Hague, of near Smithfield, Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania, and Samuel S. 
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R. GEORGE B. MORRIS, D. D.S., has | 


passed an epoch in the study and prac- 
tice of dentistry, which, measured by time, 
covers an age in the history of dental science 
and art, and counting the advancement made 
in the knowledge and practice of the same, it 


covers more space than all the previous cen-. 
In this profession 


turies combined would do. 
there has been but one word—advance! and 
it now stands before the world as a science 
which is rapidly approaching a condition of 
comparative perfection. Dr. Morris is a son 
of Thomas and Eleanor (Baker) Morris, and 
was born June 30, 1832, in Monongalia county, 
West Virginia. 
stock, and it is thought that his great-grand- 
father was Robert Morris, of Delaware Cross 
Roads, in the State of Delaware. Through 


some pre-revolutionary arrangement, a large 


His ancestors are of English 


tract of land, consisting of 1600 acres in Ran- 
dolph county, Virginia—now West Virginia— 
came into his possession. The large tract 
was deeded to his son, Absalom Morris, 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch. 
Absalom Morris emigrated from Delaware 
to that section and settled in the wilderness 
upon this tract of land in 1791. It seems 
that one year’s isolation from civilization was 
enough for him, and the next year, 1792, he, 


with his family and his effects, removed to Fay- 


ctte county, Pennsylvania, locating at what is 


now known as Morris Cross Roads, a thriving 
and prosperous village, named for him and 
Situated in the midst of a wealthy and pros- 
perous farming community. He was, in many 
respects, a remarkable character, rather in- 


clined to an inactive life, yet was possessed of | 


an intellect of more than ordinary breadth 


aaa | 
and activity. He was a constant reader, and, 
having a wonderfully retentive memory, his | 


| 
| 


| . 
| sylvania. 








mind became a veritable store-house of facts |! 


- 


‘ 


in politics, religion, science and other subjects. 
His avocation was that of hotel-keeping, and 
he delighted to entertain himself as well as his 
guests by drawing them into arguments on 
these and other subjects. 

Politically, he was a Jeffersonian democrat. 
He died in the village he had founded at the 
age of seventy-six. 

Thomas Morris, father, was born on the 
old homestead, at Morris Cross Roads, and 
lived in the community all his life, dying in 
Morgantown. He was a man of considerable 
mental versatility. He secured an education 
far above the average for that day, and fora 
time taught school inthe township. He then 
turned his attention to iron-making and be- 
came the manager fora firm largely engaged 
in the development of the iron industry in 
that section. He soon developed a remarka- 
ble genius and aptitude for this line of work, 
and, as manager, built Henry Clay, Jackson 
and Wood Grove furnaces, each of which he 
Fol- 


lowing in the footsteps of his father, he placed 


managed and superintended for a time. 


high upon his political shibboleth the word 
‘““Democracy.” He, for thirty years, dealt 
justice and gave judgment, as between man 
and man, in the capacity of justice of the peace, 
and during all this long experience but three 
of his judgments were reversed in a higher 
court, a fact attesting in a marked degree his 
accuracy of judgment. His marriage resulted 
in the birth of seven children—three boys and 
four girls. 

Dr. Morris received his education in the 
common schools of Fayette county and the 
academy at Carmichaels, Greene county, Penn- 
By him the lessons of self-reliance 
and industry were well learned as he began to 
skirmish along the line of the battle of life on 


He 


his own account at the age of sixteen. 
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taught school for a time and then took up the 
study of dentistry and graduated from the 
Philadelphia Dental College in the spring of 
1867. 


known by the people, and a certain amount of 


At this time dentistry was very little 


education was necessary before the people 
would accept it or avail themselves of its 
benefits. Dr. Morris began his practice in Fay- 
ette and Greene counties, traveling throughout 
the region on horseback, visiting all the more 
considerable towns of the two counties in this 
way. After five years’ practice in Pennsylva- 
nia, in this way, he, in 1862, located in Mor- 
gantown, the first regular graduate in the 
From this he visited 


regularly for twenty-nine years the county 


state of West Virginia. 


seats of seven counties adjacent to Monon- 
galia, and never made a disappointment. Per- 
haps it is not saying too much when we say 
that Dr. Morris has done more dental work 
than any other practitioner in the State, and 
now has a very large practice, although he has 
relinquished his visits to other counties and 
would much prefer to retire from the exactions 
of the profession altogether. 

His active life and skill in his profession have 
brought to him an ample competency, which, 


coupled with the fact that he is enterprising | 


and progressive and always interested in the 
material development of his town, causes him 
to be sought frequently for official and finan- 
cial aid in the organizing and promoting of 
various enterprises that stand as the initial 
measure of the intelligence and thrift of a 
community. In this connection he is a director 


of the Second National Bank, president of the | 


Morgantown Building and Investment com- 
pany, and holds stock in a number of other 
enterprises of the town. He is alsoa large 
real-estate owner, not only in his own town, 


but in Pittsburg, California and other states. 








On December 24, 1857, were celebrated the 
nuptials by which George B. Morris and Miss 
Ellen Baker were made husband and wife. 
They have had but one child, H. Perry, who 
was born in 1859 and died in Jeffersonviile, 
Indiana, in 1882. He was a most intelligent 


and promising young man; having almost 


| completed the course in the West Virginia 


University, he went south, took spinal menin- 
He 
was possessed of those qualities of head and 


gitis and died within thirty-six hours. 


heart which drew to him a host of friends 
wherever he went. 


————sS ———_—— 


AMES HENDERSON, a farmer of enter- 
prise and intelligence of Cass district, this 
county, is a son of Alexander and Catherine 
(Lemley) Henderson, and was born near 
Mount Morris, Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
February 22, 1843. 

James Henderson, grandfather, was a native 
of Ireland, and emigrated when a young man 
to this county, and settled in Clay district, 
where he followed the pursuit of a tiller of 
the soil. 


born in the district of Clay, in 1803, and died 


Alexander Henderson, father, was 


near Mount Morris, in Greene county, Penn- 
sylvania, March 27, 1859. 
by occupation, and a democrat in politics, and 


He was a farmer 


served a number of terms as constable of 
Perry township. He married Catherine Lem- 
ley, a daughter of Isaac Lemley, a farmer of 
Perry township. To them were born nine 
children: David, removed to Kanawha prior 
to the Civil War, and was killed by rebel 
guerrillas in Missouri while in the employ of 
the government; Margaret, wife of Joshua 
Piles, a farmer of Perry township; John, a 
farmer of Clay district; Rebecca, wife of 
Samuel West, a farmer of Christian county, 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





Missouri; Elizabeth, wife of Fidello P. Lane, 
a farmer of Lawrence county, Missouri, and a 
minister in the Methodist Episcopal church; 
Mary Jane, wife of George Wright, a farmer 
of Stone county, Missouri; James, subject; 
Lorenzo D.,a farmer and a resident of Mount 
Morris, Pennsylvania; Catharine, 
Joseph Headlee, a farmer of Greene county, 
Pennsylvania. 

James Henderson was reared upon the farm, 
and was educated in the public schools. 
Reared a farmer, he took most naturally to 
farming, an occupation which he has followed 
all his life. In 1864 he removed to Cass dis- 
trict, Monongalia county, and in 1874 pur- 
It 
contains one hundred acres of good, valuable 
land, underlaid with the Pittsburg coking 
He is a member of the Methodist Epis- 


chased the farm upon which he now lives. 


coal. 
copal church, and a democrat politically. 

Mr. Henderson has been twice married. On 
December 27, 1859, he married Mahala In- 
ghram, a daughter of Joseph Inghram, a farmer 
of Monongalia county. Two children blessed 
this union: Maggie, wife of William Cole, a 
farmer of Cass district, and Joseph Lindsay, 
a teacher in the public schools of Tyler, Texas. 
Mrs. Mahala Inghram Henderson died on 


March 17, 1870, and on December 14, 1874, | 


Mr. Henderson married Elizabeth, a daughter 
of Joab Coleman, a shoemaker of Mount 
Two children, Joab A. and Lillian, 
bless this union. 


Morris. 


pe ee 


yOu H. HOFFMAN, cashier of the 


Second National Bank of Morgantown, | 


and a well-known and a highly respected 
citizen of Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
is a son of Henry W. and Margaret (Kemp) 
Hoffman, and was born in Frederick City, 


wife of | 


Maryland, February 3, 1819. His paternal 


grandfather, John Hoffman, was of German 


| lineage and resided near Frederick City, upon 








a farm, where he also carried on the milling 
business. In his latter days he removed to 
Frederick City, where he died. Henry W. 
Frederick 


City in 1799, and for a number of years fol- 


Hoffman, father, was born near 


lowed the mercantile and afterwards the ex- 
change business in Baltimore, where he died. 
Colonel Henry Kemp, maternal grandfather, 
was of Welsh ancestry, and was also a resi- 
dent of Frederick City. 
prominence, and served as Judge of the 
Orphans’ Court of Frederick county. 

John H. Hoffman was born in Frederick 


City, and reared upon his uncle’s farm, near 


He was a man of 


Frederick City, where he spent the typical 
life of a farmer boy of those days, and it is to 
the discipline and physical culture then and 
there received that he attributes the remark- 
He 
availed himself of such mental training as the 
common schools afforded, and by dint of 


ably good health he has always enjoyed. 


hard work and a persevering spirit, coupled 


with a natural aptitude for learning, at the age 


of thirteen was qualified to accept a posi- 
tion as clerk in a wholesale dry-goods house 
in Baltimore, where he remained until 1836. 
In 1836 he removed to Frostburg, Mary- 
land, where for ten years he was engaged ina 
In 1846 he 
purchased a flouring mill in Bruceton, Preston 


general mercantile business. 
county, West Virginia, and successfully opera- 
ted it until 1860. He soon became known to 
the people as a wide-awake, intelligent and 
active citizen, well posted on general affairs ; 
hence it was that in about 1852 he was drawn 


into the business of prosecuting war claims, 


| for pensions, etc., against the United States 


Government. In this he was singularly suc- 
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cessful, and pursued it for quite a number of 
years, with profit to himself and his clients as 
well. 

In 1868 he entered upon a private banking 
business in Morgantown, which business he 
conducted until 1874. At this time many 
farmers of the county, being desirous of start- 


ing another bank in Morgantown, formed a | 


stock company and purchased this bank, or- 
ganizing what was known as the Morgantown 
Bank. Of the new bank Justice William 
Price was made president and Mr. Hoffman 
cashier. In 1880 the bank was reorganized as 
the Second Nationai Bank of Morgantown, 
with John H. Hoffman as cashier, a position 
he has held to the present time. 

In addition to his banking interests, Mr. 
Hoffman has other valuable and varied inter- 
ests in the county of an industrial nature, 
among which area large saw and grist mill 
plant, that does a large and profitable business, 
and a large and valuable farm underlaid with 
coal, adjacent to Morgantown. 

In that crisis which arose anent the slavery 
question, threatening the dismemberment of 
the Union, whilst he was not opposed, he was 
very loath to see the Union destroyed, and 
recruited and put into the field, at a big ex- 
pense, company “C,” of the Third regiment, 
West Virginia cavalry. 

On January 21, 1840, Mr. Hoffman and 
Louise S. Evans, daughter of Captain John 


Evans, were united in marriage. Their union 


has been blessed in the birth of the following | 


children: John Evans, who entered the war in 
company “D,” West Virginia cavalry, 


and | 








later commanded company “ C,” Third regi- | 
ment, West Virginia cavalry, through the war | 


and was killed at Culpepper Court-house. 
was known as a daring, brave and active 


soldier; Maggie B., the wife of E. Shisler, 


He | 


| 


whose sketch appears in another part of this 
book; Daniel C., 
Second National Bank of Morgantown; 
E., wife of Charles E. Finnell, of Morgan- 
William K., now in the employ of the 


assistant cashier of the 
Lucy 


town ; 
Frick and Lindsay company, merchants of 
Pittsburg ; and Gillie E., who died in infancy. 








Ss 


S. HOUGH.—In our Amer- 


Dos ha 
wisest and best 


ican government the 
men are not always the most active, nor 
in the field of politics do they always oc- 
cupy the most conspicuous places. Ina 
republic it is too often the case that men are 
estimated by the public positions they hold, 
and those who do not aspire to official sta- 
tions are regarded of ordinary calibre and re- 
stricted influence. This is a mistake; it may 
truthfully be claimed that in our country, 
perhaps to a greater extent than in any other 
highly civilized government, men who consti- 
tute the very best material of our citizenship, 
and who ought to be at the front in the man- 
They 


have no taste for modern American political 


agement of affairs, are in private life. 
associations, and therefore prefer to stand 
aloof, and the country thereby loses their 
services and influence in places where they 
might otherwise be of inestimable value. 
Their influence, however, is not entirely lost, 
for men of strong personality, of wide mental 
grasp, of sterling integrity and broad culture, 
cannot live in any country or community 
without benefiting it by their existence and 
example. One who possessed in an eminent 
degree those qualities of head and heart is the 
gentleman whose name heads this sketch. 
For a quarter of a century Lycurgus S. 
Hough was a conspicuous citizen of Morgan- 


town. Not conspicuous in the sense of aspir- 
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ing to and filling public positions, but promi- | ginia University; Walter, who is assistant 


nent as a man of strong parts, of massive 
common sense, of high culture, of solid moral 
worth and of powerful personal influence upon 


| curator of the department of ethnology in the 


those who knew him and had business deal- | 


ings with him. 


He was born at Leesburg, | 


Louden county, Virginia, March 18, 1818, | 


and died at Morgantown, West Virginia, 
May 2, 1886. He was a son of Dr. Robert 


R. and Sarah C. (Donohue) Hough, the latter | 


a member of an old and highly respected 
family of Virginia. 
he was a regent of the West Virginia Uni- 
versity. 


For a number of years | 


Dr. Robert R. Hough, father, was an able | 


and successful practitioner of medicine at | 


Leesburg, of which town he was recorder at 
the time of his death in 1830. His father 
dying when he was but twelve years of age, 
Lycurgus S. was reared by the Cornelius 
family, of Baltimore, Maryland, where he re- 
ceived his education. He came to Morgan- 
town in 1842, read law in the office of the 
late Edgar Wilson, and was admitted to the 
Monongalia county bar March 29, 1844, and 
continued in successful and active practice 
until death crowned his labors, As a lawyer 
he was possessed of great natural ability, of 
superior legal attainments and a broad and 
comprehensive mind, one peculiarly fitted to 
grapple with the difficult questions arising out 
of a complicated case of law. 


regent for a number of years, found in hima 
stanch and earnest supporter. 
On November 27, 1855, Mr. Hough and 


Annie Fairchild, daughter of Dr. Ashbel Fair- | 


child (see sketch of Colonel Ashbel Fairchild), 
were united in marriage. 
born six children, five of whom grew to 
maturity: Clara, librarian of the West Vir- 


The West Vir- 
ginia State University, of which he was a | 


To this union were | 





Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., 
was graduated from the West Virginia Univer- 
sity, in the classical department in 1882-3; 
and completed a post-graduate course in 
1883. 
Subsequently the University conferred upon 
him the degrees of A. M. and Ph. D.; and in 
1893 he received the further and unusual 
honor of being knighted, “Sir Walter Hough,” 
by the Queen of Spain in the Order of Isabella; 
Mary E., Frederick C.,and Edna, of Morgan. 


town. 


chemistry, geology and physics in 


Frederick C. Hough was born April 30, 
1866, in Morgantown, West Virginia; was 
educated in the high school of Morgantown; 
served two years as assistant postmaster, and 
four years asaclerk, and on December 15, 
1894, engaged in the mercantile business in 
that town. On April 1, 1894, he was united in 
marriage with Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel 


Frum, of Granville, this county. 
CO 


ILLIAM MOORHEAD.—To the de- 
scendants of those sturdy Scotch fami- 

lies introduced by James IL., of England, into 
the north of Ireland, near the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, the United States, 
and especially Western Pennsylvania and ad- 
joining West Virginia, owe much of their thrift 
and enterprise. Mr. Moorhead is a descend- 
ant of one of these families, and traces his 
ancestry on the paternal side back to the 
highlands of Scotland. 
and Eliza (Majury) Moorhead, and was born 


He is a son of James 


in the province of Ulster, county Down, 
Ireland, February 20, 1853. 

James Moorhead was born in Ireland and 
lived all his life inthe land of his nativity. He 
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was a farmer by occupation and an ardent | treasurer of the Pastor's Salary. Fund and 


supporter of Presbyterianism in his religious 
belief. 

William Moorhead was educated in the 
national schools of Ireland and then served 
an apprenticeship of four years to learn the 
dry goods business. In 1873, having obtained 
a good preliminary training for commercial 
pursuits, he resolved to try his fortunes in the 


New World, and breaking away from his 


family and the associations of his youth, set | 


sail for the land across the sea. He came to 
Pittsburg, and soon secured a place in the 
large dry-goods house of A. D. McKee, where 
he remained three years, when he came to 
Morgantown and entered into partnership 
with Dr. George W. John and Son, under the 
firm-name of G. W. John and Co., engaged in 
mercantile pursuits. The firm-name is still 
retained, although Dr. John has been deceased 
since 1883. 

Mr. Moorhead is a prominent and respected 
citizen in the town of his adoption, taking an 
active interest in everything pertaining to the 
progress and development of the same. 
is a stockholder and the vice-president of the 
Second National Bank of Morgantown, and a 
director of the People’s Building and Loan 
Association. In political faith he is a stanch 
republican, but aside from taking an active 


interest in the municipal affairs of the town, 


does not devote much attention to politics. | 


He has served two years as a member of the 
town council, and seven years successively as 


recorder of the borough. In the spring elec- 


tion of 1895, he was elected school commis- | 


sioner of the Morgantown Independent School 
district. 
the tenets of the Calvinistic school, and does 
valiant service in upholding the cause of 


In religious matters he adheres to 


Presbyterianism in the community, being 


He | 





superintendent of the Sabbath-school. 

The Second National Bank, of which Mr. 
Moorhead is vice-president, is building a very 
fine business block, situated on Main street, 
Mr. 
committee that has in charge the erection and 
equipment of this block. 


Morgantown. Moorhead is one of the 
It is a structure of 
architectural beauty and permanent solidity, 
which is pronounced by prominent judges to 
be equal in every respect to any of its size in 
our large cities. 

On April 23, 1876, William Moorhead and 
Alice, eldest daughter of Dr. George W. John, 
were united in marriage. 


child, Jessie J. 


They have one 


OO 


AMES W. HARTIGAN, M. D., A. M., 
G. O., F. S.Sc., Lond. F. R. M. S., 
Eng., professor of the chair of Biology, and 
director of the Gynasium in the West Vir- 


| ginia State University, and whose scientific 


and literary reputation is not circumscribed 
by state lines, is a son of John W. and Sarah 
Elizabeth (Fitzpatrick) Hartigan, and was 
born April 19, 1863, in Lexington, Rockbridge 
county, Virginia. The Hartigan family is of 
Irish lineage, but was among the early settled 
families of Rockingham county, where Dr. 


He 


removed in early life, however, to Rockbridge 


John Hartigan, grandfather, was born. 


county, where he spent the remainder of his 
days. John W. Hartigan, father, was born, 
reared and educated in Rockbridge county. 
He entered the Confederate service, during the 
Civil War, in “ Stonewall” Jackson’s brigade, 
and died of wounds received in the battle of 
Chancellorsville. 

The grandfather of Dr. Hartigan, on the 


maternal side of the family, Rev. Fitzpatrick, 
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was a native of the city of Cork, Ireland. 
He came to America when a young man, and 
took a theological course preparatory to his 
Baptist 
church, in which service he spent the re- 


entrance into the ministry of the 


mainder of his active life. 
of John W. Hartigan and Elizabeth Fitzpat- 
rick Hartigan was born but one child, the 
subject of this record. 

After receiving a good common-school edu- 
cation in the schools of Westernport, Mary- 
land, and Piedmont, West Virginia, young 


for entrance into the West Virginia State Uni- 
versity, in 1878. 
the profession of medicine, and, accordingly, 
entered the medical department of the Uni- 
versity of Wooster, Cleveland, Ohio, from 
which he graduated with honors in the class 
of 1883. He then practiced for a time in 
West Virginia towns, but his desire for more 
thorough preparation in his profession soon 


led him to matriculate in Bellevue Hospital | 


Medical College, of New York City, where, 
for a time, he served in the responsible posi- 


tion of prosector, and graduated with high | 


honors in 1885. Upon graduation, he entered 
a competitive examination for appointment to 
He 
received the appointment, and for a time was 
stationed at Randall’s Island Hospital for In- 


the staff position of ambulance surgeon. 


To the marriage | 


elected by the Board of Regents, of the West 
of 
has 


Virginia University, to fill the chair 
The school 
since been changed, and is now known as the 


Anatomy and Hygiene. 


chair of Biology, and includes special work 
along the lines of anatomy and experimental 


| physiology. 


The arduous duties of this most responsi- 
ble position occupy most of Dr. Hartigan’s 
time and energies, but, being a close student, 
and an incessant worker, he finds time for 


| work in other fields along lines of a literary 
Hartigan entered the Cumberland Academy, | 
at Cumberland, Maryland, where he prepared | 


He had a natural taste for | 





fants, and acquired a fine reputation as a | 


prompt and efficient officer. 
latter institution he was surrounded by all the 


While in the 


advantages for the study of modern medicine | 
and surgery, notably, Profs. H. H. Smith, R. | 
Ogden Doremus and J. D. Bryant, on operative | 


surgery, etc. 


From these and other masters, in | 


and scientific nature. He is one of the fac- 
ulty of the Mt. Lake Chautauqua, at Mt. 
Lake, Maryland, having charge of the Nat- 
ural History department, and is vice-president 
of the class of 1898. This class includes 
members from the various branches of the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle all 
over the United States, and comprises about 
eight thousand. He is a member of a num- 
ber of scientific and literary societies, the 
objects of which are to stimulate scientific in- 
vestigation, cultivate the arts of literature and 
foster and promote the well-being and _ intelli- 
gence of humanity. Among these are the 
following: The Society of Science; Letters 
and Arts of London, of which he is one of 
the Foundation Fellows and is now presi- 
dent of the American branch; Fellow of the 


| Royal Microscopical Society, of London, the 


membership of which is confined to biologists 
and experimenters in microscopical investiga- 
tion; Parisian Society of Inventors of Paris, 
of which he is a corresponding member; 
Fhe 
American Society for the Advancement of 


American Society of Microscopists ; 


Science ; The Association of American Anato- 
mists, and the American Association for the 


their respective departments, he received high | Advancement of Physical Education. A\I- 


testimonials of excellence. 


In 1887 he was ' though essentially of a scientific turn of mind, 
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he has not neglected his literary culture, and 


his contributions on various subjects show a | 


high degree of literary merit. Among his 
literary productions are: A Popular Text- 
Book on Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene, 
for schools, academies and colleges, published 
by J. E. Potter and Co., of Philadelphia; Her- 
barium and Analysis Sheets, published by 
Williams, Brown and Earle, of Philadelphia 
and A Rapid Method of Performing Enter- 
rhopia, which won the annual medal from the 
Society of Science, Letters and Arts of Lon- 
don, (894. He is the consulting surgeon for 
the third and fourth divisions of the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad, which extends from 
Pittsburg to Cumberland, va Morgantown. 

On September 13, 1885, Dr. Hartigan mar- 
ried Mary Virginia, daughter of Judge J. 
To this 
union have been born four children: Eliza- 
beth Willey, John Marshall, James William 
and Mary Virginia. 


Marshall Hagans, of Morgantown. 


From the foregoing it will be seen that 
Dr. Hartigan, though a young man, has 


achieved as much as men ordinarily attainin a | 


lifetime. He is a thorough scholar, possesses 


a quick, analyzing, discriminating mind, and 


is eloquent and fluent in delivery—elements | 


that make him one or the most entertaining 
lecturers, on scientific subjects, in the State. 


a 


BB tEres MORRIS JONES, ex-sheriff of | 


Monongalia county, was born August 


18, 1853, in Clay district, Monongalia county, | 


West Virginia, and died October 10, 1893, 
in Morgantown. 
and Maria (Morris) Jones. 
education 


His parents were John L. 
He received his 
in the common schools of the 
county and the West Virginia University. He 


knew what it was to depend upon himself, and 
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having an ambition to secure an education, 
commenced teaching at the early age of 
eighteen, securing in this way the necessary 
funds for attending college. He then taught 
in the public schools of the county a number 
of years, and was well known as a conscien- 
tious, competent and enthusiastic instructor. 
Mr. Jones was a man who brought earnest- 
ness and push to whatever he undertook. 
Politically he was a stanch republican, in the 
affairs and councils of which party he was 
active and influential. In 1880 he was elected 
for a full term of four years as assessor of the 
Second Assessment district of the county, and 
at the end of his first term was re-elected, set- 
ting the stamp of approval upon his work. In 
the autumn of 1888 he was nominated for the 
responsible position of sheriff of the county, 
and at the following election was elected by a 
very handsome majority, and discharged with 
singular fidelity the responsible duties of the 
exacting office. The circumstances surround- 
ing his death are not without a tinge of pathos 
and show in a touching manner the humanity 
His brother, H. C. Jones, was 


keeper of the county 


of the man. 
infirmary, in which 
typhoid fever broke out, and, yielding to the 
kind impulses of his heart, he went at once to 
assist him, who was among the first victims, 
with the result that he took the disease, from 
which he died. Thus his life was yielded up 
in doing acts of kindness toward suffering 
humanity. 

He was a consistent member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, in which he had been 
an active worker since twenty-two years of 
age. 

Barton M. Jones and Alice E. Sharpe, 
daughter of G. A. Sharpe, were united in 
marriage October 16, 1879. This union has 
been blessed in the birth of the following 
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children: Link, Marshall, Rex, Jesse, Henry | removed to Greene county, Pennsylvania, and 


(deceased), and Roy. 


| 
| 


In the death of Barton Morris Jones the | 


county of Monongalia lost an intelligent, 
honest and upright citizen, the community in 
which he lived an energetic and progressive 


| 


neighbor, and his family a loving and devoted | 


husband and father. 








Ss 


ILLIAM B. LONG.—AI] men who hope 
to be successful in life must choose 


some kind of work for which they find them- | 


aN 


man of this stamp is the gentleman whose 
name heads this sketch. 


selves best adapted, and then stick to it. 


He is a son of George and Mary (Burg) | 


Long, and was born on Dunkard creek, near 
Mt. Morris, Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
September 10, 1826. 

The ancestry of William B. Long on the 
paternal side of the family is easily traced to 
the “Emerald Isle,” his 
Christopher Long, 


great-grandfather, 
having emigrated from 
Ireland at an early day and located on 
George’s creek, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 


and with his four brothers, John, Warner, | 


Reuben and James, served in the Revolu- 
tionary war, taking a gallant part in the cam- 
paigns in eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
and Virginia. James Long, grandfather, also 
served in the Revolutionary war, and after 
the war he returned to his home in Pennsyl- 
vania, and nothing further of his history is 
definitely known. In addition to his brothers, 
who did valiant service for the cause of free- 
dom in the Revolution, he had one son, James, 
who also served in that historic conflict. James 
Long, grandfather of Revolutionary James, 
was born at the pioneer home of the Longs, 


in Vayette county, Pennsylvania, whence he 





later to Perry county, Ohio, where he died. 
His craft was that of farmer and miller. 

George Long, father, was born in Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1794, and went when 
a small boy, near the middle of the present 
century, with his father, to Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, locating near Mt. Morris, where 
he died in 1860. He lived through a period 
in the political history of the United States 
that was fraught with many questions of 
momentous import, among which were the 
Tariff, Internal Improvements and National 
Banks. His views upon these great questions 
were embodied in the principles and practices 
of the old-line whig party, with which party, 
for this reason, he became closely allied. This 
alliance existed until its disintegration and the 
formation of the republican party, when he 
became a member of that party. 

His religious creed conformed to the doc- 
trines of the Baptist church, of which he was 
a deacon. Mary Burg, mother, was a daughter 
of William Burg, a native and life-long resi- 
dent of Greene county, Pennsylvania. ‘To her 
union to George Long were born six sons and 
five daughters, of these, two sons and one 
daughter are living. 

William B. Long was reared in Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, and in 1854 removed 
to near Mt. Morris, Monongalia county, where 
he resided until 1871, when he located in the 
vicinity of Morgantown, where he has resided 
to the present time. Having obtained such 
mental training as the inadequate educational 
facilities of the day afforded, Mr. Long began 
the struggle for fortune on his own account. 
Born in a community especially adapted to 
agricultural and grazing pursuits, he naturally 
took up this line of business and followed it 
with more than an ordinary degree of success. 
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He has, however, not confined himself to 
farming and stock-raising and stock-dealing, 
but has been actively and prominently con- 
nected with a number of financial institutions 
of the county and State. 
fourteen years he was vice-president of the 


For a period of 


Second National Bank of Morgantown, sell- 
ing out his stock in this institution in 1893. 
in the Mer- 





In he became a director 


chants’ Bank of Morgantown, and sustained | 
this official relation to that bank until it was | 


merged into the Bank of the Monongahela 
Valley, in ——, when he was elected a director 
of the new bank, and has been honored with 


this position to the present time. He is also 


a stockholder in the First National Bank of | 


Grafton. 

In his younger days Mr. Long took an 
On 
May 10, 1860, Governor Letcher commis- 
sioned him first lieutenant in the One Hun- 
dred and Fortieth regiment, Tenth brigade, 


active part in the militia of the State. 


Third division of the militia of the State of | 


Virginia. 
front at the time of Jones’ raid into this part 
of the state. 

On October 4, 1849, Sarah Shaffer, daughter 
of Jacob and Anna (Fisher) Shaffer, was mar- 
ried to William B. Long. They are the 
parents of three children: Emma C., the wife 


This company was called to the 


of Benjamin F. Thomas, a farmer of Marion 


county; Mary A., deceased, and Columbus | 


J., who married Lina Johnson and resides near 
Morgantown. 

Mr. Long’s life stands as strong testimony 
to the value of industry, honesty and sobriety 
as elements of success in the career of any 
man. He is a typical representative of that 
highest order of citizenship that is the main- 


stay and support of our institutions. 





DWARD M. GRANT, manager of the 
Union Improvement company, the Fair- 
mont and Grafton Gas company, the Morgan- 
town Building and Investment company, 
besides being prominently connected with a 
number of other business enterprises of con- 
siderable moment, is a son of William and 
Hannah (Turner) Grant, and was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, February 3, 1853. 

William Grant, father, was born December 
8, Wiss in Lincolnshire, England, where he 
was reared and educated, but came to the 
United States in 1850, and located in Cleve- 
land, where he continued to reside unt] 1862. 
He is now a resident of Whitefield, Indian 
territory. 

When the Civil War broke out he was 
prompted to enter the service and defend the 
flag of the country of his adoption. He, in 
1862, volunteered and entered Battery “ B,” 
First Ohio Light artillery, as a private and 
served to the close of the war, when he received 
an honorable discharge. 

Edward M. Grant was educated in the 
public schools of Cleveland, Ohio. At the 
age of fifteen years he entered the employ of 
Hussey and McBride, oil refiners,as a clerk and 
office boy, but was soon promoted to the 
position of bookkeeper for the same firm. 
He remained with them in this capacity until 
they sold out to Clark, Payne and Company, 
when he took a similar position with that firm. 
After remaining with this firm for a time he 
purchased their interests in the Pennsylvania 
oil fields, and operated them for about eight 
years. He then removed to Cleveland, and 
for four years engaged in steel manufacturing. 
At the end of this period he again returned to 
Pennsylvania and for ashort time followed the 
fortunes of an oil producer. His next busi- 
ness venture in which he took an active part 
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Heat company, of Foxburg, Pa., where he | 


remained until 18809. 

At the above date he, in connection with 
others, organized the Union Improvement 
Company, the object of which is to supply 


water and natural gas to Morgantown. Of 
this company Mr. Grant is the manager. In 


was as manager of the Union Light and 
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ILAS W. HARE, sheriff of Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a son of John 


and Mary (Beatty) Hare, and was born in 


_ what is now Union district, Monongalia county, 


1892, the Fairmont and Grafton Gas Company | 


was organized for the purpose of supplying | 


gas to the towns of Fairmont and Grafton. | 


Mr. Grant is also manager of this company, | 


and it is largely due to his enterprise and | 


energy that these towns now enjoy the bless- 
ings incident to an abundant supply of natural 


gas. 


i ful. 
Since Mr. Grant has become identified | 


with West Virginia’s material interests, he | 


has resided in Morgantown, to which town’s 
prosperity he has contributed in other ways 


than those already mentioned. He was largely | 


instrumental in the organization of the Mor- | 


gantown Building and Investment company, 
of which company he is secretary, treasurer 
and manager; is secretary and treasurer of the 
Morgantown Brick company; secretary and 


treasurer of the Ten Mile Long Gas company, | 
and is a director inthe Tygard Manufacturing | 


company. 

Fraternally he isa member of Morgantown 
Union Lodge, No. 4, F. & A. M.; Orient 
Chapter, No. 9, at Fairmont; Versailles Coun* 


cil, No. 238, Royal Arcanum; Fidelity Coun- | 


cil, No. 31, Knights of the Maccabees; Valley 
Lodge, No. 51, A. O. U. W., and Monongalia 
Lodge, No 10, I. O. O. F. 

Mr. Grant and Florence Mary Dale, daugh- 
ter of Colonel Frank Dale, of Pennsylvania, 
Were united in marriage June 13, 1876. To 


them have been born three children: Dale, 


Kdith and Elizabeth. 





April 22, 1842. 

John Hare, father, was born near New Ge- 
neva, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, in 1787, 
and removed, in 1841, to Union district, Mon- 
ongalia county, where he lived until 1852, 
when he removed to what is now Grant dis- 
trict, in the same county, where he died in 
1881. 
and its collateral industry of stock-raising, 


His craft was that of an agriculturist 


along which lines he was moderately success- 
He was twice married; his first marital 
union was with Mary Beatty and was fruitful 
in the birth of six children, three sons and 
three daughters. Mrs. Mary Beatty Hare 
died in 1831, at the age of forty-five years, 
and he married as his second wife Mary 
Beatty, mother of Sheriff Hare. She was of 
the same name as his first wife, yet of no rela- 
To the latter union five children were 
Sheriff 
Hare was reared upon his father’s farm, in 


tion. 
born, two sons and three daughters. 


Grant district, and availed himself of such 
means for securing an education as the schools 
of that day afforded. He remained upon the 
farm until twenty years of age, when he en- 
listed in the defense of the flag and the preser- 
On August 16, 1862, 
he volunteered and enlisted in company “I,” 
West 


fantry, serving to the close of the war, and 


vation of the Union. 


Fourteenth regiment, Virginia in- 
was mustered out on June 27, 1865, at Cum- 
berland, Maryland. Up to the spring of 1864 
he served in the Eighth Army Corps, the 
remainder of the time in the Army of West 
Virginia, under General George Crook. He 
took part in all the battles of his regiment, 


among which may be counted some of the 
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most hotly-contested battles of the war. Such | 


battles as Cloyd Mountain, Lynchburg, Car- | 


ter’s Farm, Winchester, Fisher’s Hill and Ce- 
dar Creek were of the kind calculated to try 
the soldier qualities of those who participated 
in them. He was enlisted as a private, and, 
although among the younger men of his com- 
pany, he was promoted from time to time 


until he was mustered out, as first lieutenant. 


He then returned to agricultural pursuits in | 


Monongalia county, and with the exception of 
a few periods, during which he has served the 
people in an official relation, has followed it 
ever since. He is a strong advocate of the 
cause of republicanism, proud of its history, 
believing in the principles and doing all he 
can to promote its success and general welfare. 
Shortly after returning from the duties of the 
soldier, he was elected to the office of assessor 


of the Second District of Monongalia, in which 


capacity he served two terms. In the autumn | 


of 1892 he was elected Sheriff of Monongalia 
county, for a term of four years. 

Sheriff Hare has been twice married; his 
first union was on December 17, 1867, with 
Sarah M. Low, a daughter of William Low, 


of Monongalia county, and resulted in the | 


birth of three children: Harry S., a United 
States postal clerk and a resident of Morgan- 
town; Clarence L., deputy sheriff under his 
father, and George W., deceased. Mrs. Sarah 
M. (Low) Hare died April 5, 1874, at the age 
of thirty years, and on April 13, 1889, Mr. 
Hare married Harriet C., daughter of Andrew 
Lough, of Monongalia county. 

As a soldier, Sheriff Hare was faithful in 
the discharge of his duties, and as a citizen 
and farmer, sober and industrious. 





“al lapeares SCOTT STEWART.—There is a 

stimulus in the very sound of the words 
“Highlands of Scotland.” Mention but the 
words and what a composite picture of patri- 
otism and love, religion and war, and heroes 
and heroines, with its lights and shades, rise 
before the mind! From the verdure-covered 
slopes and uplands of fair Scotia have gone 
forth into all parts of the earth brave and 
brainy men who have left the stamp of their 
intellect and power and moral courage upon 
all the phases of human activity. 

A Scotchman by ancestral lineage, but an 
American by birth, education and sentiment, 
is the gentleman whose name _ heads this 
sketch. He is-a son of James R. M. and 
Cordelia K. (Scott) Stewart, and was born in 
Jefferson county, Ohio, January 5, 1854. 

Alexander Stewart, grandfather, was born 
in Scotland, where he was reared and edu- 
cated, but when a young man went to London 
and learned the trade of a baker, which he 
followed with success and profit ona large 
scale for a number of years. In 1818, becom- 
ing discontented with the crowded economic 
conditions of London, he emigrated to the 
United States. 
his first acts was to declare his intention of 


He 


was intensely American in his feelings and 


Arriving at Baltimore, one of 
becoming a citizen of the United States. 


sentiments from the time he first set his foot 


upon American soil. James Stewart, his 
father, and the great-grandfather of Professor 
Stewart, was a member of the Scottish House 
of Lords, but so completely did Alexander 
Stewart absolve himself from the mother 
country, with all its aristocracy and honored 
titles, that he gave up all correspondence with 
his father, who had criticised him for this act. 
Having accumulated a fair competency before 


coming to this country, he located in Steuben- 
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ville, Ohio, where, by judicious investments 
and the display of native Scotch frugality, he 


lived in easy retirement the remainder of his | 


days. He married Jean McWhorter, who 
was born in the fortress of Gibraltar, the 
daughter of an officer in active service of the 


English army. James R. M. Stewart, father, | 
was born in London, in 1809, and came with the | 


family to the United States. 
he owned and operated a line of trading boats 
that plied on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
At the age 


In his early life 


from Pittsburg to New Orleans. 
of thirty-four he married and relinquished 
boating and embarked in the lumber business, 
which he followed up to the time of his death 
in 1881. 
parts, among which were clear and accurate 


He was a man of many strong 


judgment, strict probity, keen sympathy, ex- 
treme humanity, and deep religious piety, and 
possessed in a marked degree the confidence 
and respect of the people with whom he asso- 
ciated. In political faith he was first a whig 
and then a republican, and was an active and 
effective worker for the success of his politi- 
cal creed, and served continuously a term of 
twenty-four years as justice of the peace. 
Professor Stewart, after attending the com- 
mon schools, entered the West Virginia Uni- 
versity, from which he graduated in the class 


of 1877. The following September he took | 


the position of assistant in the preparatory 
department of his a@/iza mater, which position 
he held for a number of years, when he was 
transferred to the position of assistant to the 
chair of mathematics, and in June, 1891, was 
advanced to the full charge of that chair. In 
1893 he resigned his position in the Univer- 
sity to accept the superintendency of the 
Fairmont public schools, but the following 
June was recalled to his former position and 


the one he now fills. In religious affiliation 








| county, West Virginia, then 


| in 1840, died at Morgantown. 


Mr. Stewart is a devoted and consistent mem- 


| ber of the Presbyterian church, of which he 


has been an elder since 1878. He is an agree- 
able, affable gentleman, a thorough scholar, 


| and a progressive and wide-awake educator. 


—_———3s ———_——. 


OHN WILLIAM CARRACO, a retired 
merchant, and a prominent citizen of 
South Morgantown, is a son of Joseph and 
Catharine (Beauregard) Carraco, and was born 
January 26, 1826, near Fairmont, Marion 
Monongalia 
county, Virginia. 
William Carraco, grandfather, was a native 
and life-long resident of the eastern shore of 


| Maryland, where he died. He married a Miss 


Wellington. Joseph Carraco, father, was also 
a native of the eastern shore of Maryland; 
born in 1780, but settled near Grafton, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, in 1800. Ten years 
later he removed to Monongalia county, and 
His occupa- 
tion was that of a farmer, and for many years he 
identified with the Roman Catholic 
church, but finally connected himself with 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 


His marriage with Catharine Beauregard 


Was 


resulted in an issue of seven children, four 
daughters and three sons, one of whom, John 
W., was reared from the age of seven by Dr. 
Charles McClain, of Morgantown. In early life 
he learned the tailor’s trade, which he followed 
but seven or eight years, when, in 1857, he 
relinquished that trade to engage in mercan- 
tile pursuits, which were more congenial to 


‘his taste, and which afforded him a wider field 


for the employment of his natural business 
tact and ability. Actively and energetically 
he pursued merchandizing until the spring of 
1894, when, with an ample competency, he 
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retired, and located in South Morgantown, | 
being, at the time of his retirement, the oldest 
business man in Morgantown. 

A greater portion of the time he was in 
business, he conducted two stores, one alone, | 
and the other with John Rogers, of Baltimore, 
Maryland, as partner, under the firm style of 
Rogers and Carraco. Mr. Carraco devoted his | 
entire time and undivided attention to the | 
Strictly honest | 
in all his business relations, ever courteous 


prosecution of his business. 


and obliging to his patrons, he soon es- 
tablished a large and remunerative trade, 
which he maintained throughout his entire 
business career. In early life, we find him 
voting with the whig party; but, upon the 
dismemberment of that party in 1856, he cast 
his vote and influence with the party of Lin- 
coln, Grant, Garfield and Blaine. Religiously, 
he is identified with the Methodist Episcopal 
church. Always quiet and unassuming, yet 
he is a consistent Christian and a thorough 
gentleman. On January 7, 1847, Minerva A., 
a daughter of Levi Cox, of this county, be- 
came his wife. They are the parents of seven 


children, four of whom are living: Alfred, of 





Morgantown; Linnie H., the wife of Charles 
N. McFadden, of Chicago; Marsailles H.,a 
liveryman of Morgantown, and Nettie, the 
wife of Herbert E. Gardner. They reside 
near Morgantown. 


—_—s—_—————_ 


APTAIN ELI L. PARKER, ex-member 

of the House of Delegates, a soldier of 

the late war and justice of the peace at Gran- 
ville, in Grant district, Monongaliacounty, West 
Virginia, is a son of John D. and Rebecca 
(Clayton) Parker, and was born on the old 
Parker homestead, July 15, 1840. | 
nal grandfather was John Parker, who was | 





His pater- 


born in Westernport, Maryland, but settled 
in that portion of Monongalia county, Virginia, 
which is now Paw Paw district, Marion county, 
West Virginia, in. about 1795, where he died 
in 1844, having been stricken with paralysis 
while preaching, from which he never re- 
covered. He was a blacksmith by trade; 
but resided ona farm and followed agricul- 
tural pursuits in connection with his trade. 
He was an exhorter and local minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal church; a pioneer of 
Methodism. His was the home of the minis- 
ters, and he lent the best efforts of his life to 
the furtherance and establishment of the 
Christian faith. 
to a Miss Neptune, by whom he had two 
children ; 


He was twice married, first 


to Mary 
Pritchard, who bore him four children. 


and, second and _ last, 

John D. Parker, father, was also born on 
the old homestead in 1807, and died there in 
1879. He was a farmer by occupation, and 
like his father,a local minister in the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Associated with that or- 
ganization for forty years prior to his death, 
he did a vast amount of work for the upbuild- 
ing of the church and for the inculcation of 
the Christian faith. 
democrat, but afterwards he became a stanch 


Prior to the war he wasa 
republican. He took a lively interest in the 
politics of his county and State; and served 
his county in the capacity of county com- 
missioner and steward of the almshouse, 
filling both offices to the satisfaction of the 
His first 


marriage was with Rebecca, a daughter of 


people and with credit to himself. 


Elisha Clayton, a native of Delaware, who was 
a Revolutionary soldier, and who, after the war, 
settled in Paw Paw district, where he died. 
Mr. 
Mrs. Parker were the parents of seven chil- 
Mrs. 


He was a farmer by occupation. and 


dren, two sons and five daughters. 


——-—~* 
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Parker died at the age of forty-two years; 
and Mr. Parker married for his second wife 
Millie Hartly. 

Eli L. Parker was reared upon his father’s 
farm, obtained such scholastic training as the 
subscription schools of his day afforded, and 
at the early age of eighteen had acquired 
sufficient education to enable him to teach in 
the public schools. 
student. He taught school and studied until 
1862, when he left the school-room and took 
up arms in defense of his country’s flag. On 
July 15th of that year he enlisted in the 
Federal army at Mannington, West Vir- 
ginia, in company “F,” Twelfth regiment, 
West Virginia volunteer infantry (Captain 
Pitcher’s company), and served as a private 


until March 4, 1864, when he was dis- 


charged to accept the office of second lieu- | 


tenant of company “ E,” Third West Virginia 
mounted infantry. He served in that com- 
pany until December 14, when he was pro- 
moted to the rank of first lieutenant and 
transferred to company “D,” of the same 
regiment. March 30, 1865, he was again 
promoted, this time to a captaincy, and trans- 
ferred to Company “D,” and served until 
May 22, 1866, when he was honorably dis- 


charged from service. 


He was a brave and heroic soldier, par- | 


ticipated in the battles of Maidensville, Middle- 
ton and Winchester in the Shenandoah valley, 
and then his company escaped to Bloody 
Run, Pennsylvania, where they formed a junc- 
tion with a portion of the Army of the Poto- 
mac, and arrived on the field of Gettysburg 
just after the close of that decisive battle. In 
the fall of 1863 he returned home, and after 
recruiting a company he returned to Martins- 
-burg, Virginia, and was assigned to command 
with the rank of second lieutenant, under 


He was even then a close | 








General Averill. He remained there but a 
short time when he was sent to Beverly, West 
Virginia, where they raided the country, 
Sub- 
sequently they were sent to Cumberland, and 


there his regiment and the Second West Vir- 


under the command of T. M. Harrison. 


ginia consolidated, forming the Sixth West 
Virginia cavalry, with George R. Latham as 
colonel and R. E. Fleming as _ lieutenant- 
colonel, under the command of the dashing 
General Phil. Sheridan. 
with Rosser, McNeil and Imboden, whence 


Here they skirmished 


they passed into the Valley of Virginia, and 
had a number of skirmishes with Mosby’s 
notorious guerrilla band. He remained here 
until after the surrender of Lee, and the 
assassination of Lincoln, when he was ordered 
to Washington, District of Columbia. He 
made several unsuccessful trips after Booth, 
and after his capture returned to Washington 
city and did provost duty at the grand review. 
After this, the Sixth West Virginia, Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania and First New York cavalry regi- 
ments were formed into a brigade under the 
command of General Tibbitts, and sent to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. Here they were divided, 
anda portion of the brigade went to Forts Cas- 
per and Laramie, Dakota, but Captain Parker 
with his company remained upon the South 
Platte river. Here he fought the Sioux, Com- 
anchesand Cheyennes who were commanded by 
Chief Red Cloud, and during these skirmishes 
he was slightly wounded at Alkali, Nebraska. 
Arriving at Lillian Springs, he and his little 
company of forty men encountered the Indians, 
defeated them, and killed four of them with- 
out the loss of a single man. In the spring 
of 1866, he was ordered to reinforce Colonel 
Fleming who was surrounded by the Indians 
at Cottonwood, Colorado. Soon afterwards 


he was ordered back and mustered out of 
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service at Wheeling, West Virginia. Return- | 


ing to Paw Paw, his old home, he engaged in 
farming and continued in that business until 


1891, when he removed to Granville, his | 


present place of abode. Here he merchan- 
dized two years, and is now engaged in option- 
ing coal and oil lands. 

Politically he is a republican, and has 
served in various official capacities. He was 
a member of the school board for fifteen con- 
secutive years, four of which he served as 


president ; a member of the House of Dele- 


gates in the session of 1884—'85, and is now | 


serving as justice of the peace, elected Jan- 
uary, 1893. He isa local minister and class 
leader in the Methodist Protestant Church, 
and a member of Meade Post, No. 6,G. A. R., 
at Fairmont. January 24, 1863, he married 
Elizabeth Murray, by whom has had seven 
children: John W. and Lincoln E., engaged 
in the planing mill business at Rivesville, 
Marion county ; Nora, the wife of George E. 
Satterfield, a farmer of Paw Paw district, 
Marion county; F. W.,a traveling salesman 
representing Franklin Davis Nursery com- 
pany; Grace, Charles B. and Sallie, who are 
at home with their parents. 








Se 


GRANT LAZZELD, a worthy and rising 


* young attorney of the Monongalia 


county bar, is the youngest son of James and 


Eleanor (Courtney) Lazzell, and was born | 


near Maidsville, Cass district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, on May 10, 1862. 

Mr. Lazzell, through his great-grandfather, 
traces his ancestry to a French 
Thomas Lazzell was born near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, whence he emigrated in an early 
day to what is now Cass district, this county, 


being one of the pioneers in that section of the 


origin. 








| State. 


country. He was a man of good education 
and was possessed of considerable talent as 
a speaker, and was a local preacher in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Thomas Lazzell, the grandfather of the sub- 


| ject of this sketch, was born in what is now 


Cass district, in 1788, and died in the same 
district in 1868. 
land, consisting of about eighteen hundred 


He owned a large tract of 


acres, and was a prominent and financially 
prosperous business man, farmer, stock-raiser 
and dealer. He was a consistent member of 
and an active worker in the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, in which he held the office of 
class-leader and steward. In political faith 
and principle he was a whig up to the time 
of the organization of the republican party, 
when he became a republican, and was one 
among the few in his district who voted for 
Lincoln for the presidency in 1860. He mar- 
ried Rebecca, daughter of James Bowlby, and 
had a family of ten children, whose names 
appear in the sketch of Joseph S. Bowlby, 
in another part of this book. James Lazzell, 
father, was the oldest of this family, and was 
born December 25, 1810, on the old home- 
stead in his native district. 

He has al-vays resided in that district, en- 
gaged inthe pursuits of agriculture, and stock- 
raising and grazing, and in the latter part of 
his life engaged almost solely in the industry 
of stock-raising and grazing. In his political 
affiliations he is a republican, and keeps well 
posted on the men and measures pertaining to 
the body-politic, while in his religious faith 
he is a consistent and devout member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He married 
Eleanor Courtney, of Monongalia county, this 
To them were born six sons and two 
daughters. 

Mr, Lazzell attended the common schools 
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of his native district and graduated from the 
classical department of the West Virginia 
University in the class of 1883. 


institution and graduated in 1884. In the 


autumn of the year 1885 he accepted the | 


position of principal of the Kingwood public 
schools, which position he filled for one year, 
giving entire satisfaction to all concerned. In 


1886 he went to the state of Arkansas, and 


took the position of principal in the Lee High 
School at La Grange, where he remained two 
years, and on January 1, 1889, took up the 
practice of the law, and has been actively 
engaged in the practice ever since. By honest 
methods and careful and conscientious devo- 
tion to the interests of his clients he is win- 
ning a desirable and deserved success. He 
is an active worker in the republican party, 
for the success of which he labored from 
the hustings in the campaigns of 1892 and 
1894. 
Mayor of Morgantown, and served one term. 


In 1893 he was elected to the office of 


He is an ardent and devout member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, being a member 
of the board of stewards. 

On September 23, 1891, he married Nora, 
daughter of Joseph Jackson, of Kingwood, 
Preston county, West Virginia. To them one 
child, Donald Grant, has been born. 


_ OO 


YW E. GLASSCOCK, ex-superin- | 


tendent of the schools, and the present 
clerk of the Circuit Court of Monongalia 


county, is a son of Daniel and Prudence | 
(Michael) Glasscock, and was born near Ar- | 
nettsville, Monongalia county, West Vir- | 


ginia, December 13, 1862. 
His grandfather, Charles Glasscock, was a 
native of Fauquier county, Virginia. 
8 


He was 


He then | 
entered the department of law in the same | 





of English ancestry, and emigrated at an early 
day to near Arnettsville, where he died, when 
comparatively a young man, in about 1840. 
He followed farming and milling as an avoca- 
tion. He married Mary Arnett, a grand- 
daughter of James Arnett, who served through 
the war of the Revolution from 1776 to 1783. 
Daniel Glasscock, father, was born June 10, 
1828, ona farm near Arnettsville. He was 
reared upon a farm, and has been engaged in 
agricultural pursuits all his life. He is a man 
of strong feeling and decided opinions, and, 
as a republican, has always entertained most 
decided views, and served as a member of the 


board of supervisors during the war. In 


| that conflict, which threatened the disunion 


of the States, he was strongly and actively for 
the Union, and was captain of a body of 
“Home Guards.” Religiously, he is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. He 
has been twice married; his first marriage 
was with a Miss Musgrave, in 1855, and re- 
sulted in the birth of one child, David, who is 
a resident of near Barrackville, Marion 
county. His first wife died in 1857, and, in 
1859, he married, as his second wife, Prudence 
Michael. 
children, as follows: Stephen A. D., a mer- 
chant of Osceola, Nevada; William E., sub- 


ject ; Louverna, wife of J. C. Smith, of Rives- 


To this union have been born nine 


ville, Marion county, West Virginia; Samuel 
F., who, after graduating from the department 
of law in the University of West Virginia, 
in 1893, took up the practice of his profes- 
sion in Morgantown; James F., deceased ; 
Sarah, a teacher in the public schools of the 
county; Mary J.; Alice and Zana, at home. 

William E. Glasscock attended the common 
schools of his native county until the age of 
eighteen years, when he went west. 


He commenced teaching at the age of 
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eighteen years, and taught for seven years. 
In May, 1887, he was elected to the responsi- 
ble position of county superintendent of 
schools for Monongalia county, and served, 
by re-election, almost two terms, when he re- 
signed in November, 1890, to take charge of 
the office he now holds. In his political 
preference, he is a republican, and has taken 
an active part in the work of the same, being, 
at the present time, chairman of the Republi- 
can county committee. 

Fraternally, he is a member of the Monon- 
galia Lodge, No. 1o, I. O. O. F., Orphans’ 
Friend Encampment, and Morgantown Union 
Lodge, No. 4, A. F. and A. M. 

His marital union with Mary A., daughter 
of Calvin W. Miller, of Arnettsville, has re- 
sulted in the birth of two children: Paul M., 
deceased, and another who died in infancy. 


—————oc—_——_ 


ENRY C. BAKER, a prominent mer- 
chant of Morgantown, is the son of 
Samuel and Mary (Dugan) Baker, and was 
born January 11, 1840, in what is now Union 
district, Monongalia county, this State. 

John Baker, the grandfather of Henry C. 
Baker, was a native of Germany, but emigrated 
to this country at an early date, locating 
for a short time in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
whence he removed to what is now Union 
district, this county, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his life as a farmer. 

The father of Henry C. Baker was born on 
this farm, lived all his life in the county, and 
died in 1843, when Henry was but three years 
of age. Mary Dugan Baker was born in 1799, 
and died in March, 1883. 

To the marriage of Samuel Baker and Mary 
Dugan Baker were born nine children: 


Thornton, deceased; Malinda, the wife of 











the Rev. Asby Stevens, of Palatine, Marion 
county, West Virginia (see his sketch in 
another part of this work); John, deceased ; 
Alcinda, the wife of Eugene Bright; James, 


| deceased; Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife 


of James P. St. Clair; Sarah, the widow ot 


Thomas Wilkinson; Henry C., subject; 
Thomas M., resident of Union district, this 
county. 


Henry C. Baker received his education in 
the subscription schools of his day, the pres- 
ent common-school system coming a little 
too late for him to realize much advantage 
from it. He was reared upon the farm, and 
on arriving at his maturity embarked in farm- 
He followed 


this line of work continuously until 1872, 


ing pursuits on his own account. 


when he was elected by the republican party 
as assessor for the Second assessment district 
of Monongalia county. At the end of his 
first term of four years he was re-elected for 
another term, attesting in an eminent degree 
to the efficiency of his work. At the end of 
his term he ran for a short time a meat 
market, and later engaged in the grocery 
business in Morgantown. 

In 1889 he went into the hardware business, 
and has since continued in that line. His 
store is a large one, and is well filled with 
everything that pertains to the trade, and he 
does a thriving business. Mr. Baker has al- 
ways taken a commendable interest in the 
affairs of education, and served as a member 
of the school board in Morgan district. He 
is now a member of the town council of the 
town of Morgantown. 

Fraternally he is a member of the Free and 
Accepted Masons and Knights of Honor, and 
is a consistent member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. During the Civil War he was 
a member of the State militia of West Virginia, 
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and was three times called to the front in the 
emergency service. 

In 1859 Mr. Baker was happily married to 
Eliza J. Everly, who was born August 22, 
1842, and died May 21, 1893. To this union 
were born Edward E., who resides in Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania; Albert G., in the employ 
of his father, married Ida E. Jacobs; Florence 
A., wife of William C. Anderson, a farmer re- 
siding in Morgan district ; and Walter C., who 
died at the age of three years. 
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yer M. JAMISON, 

stock-dealer, and a member of a promi- 
nent family of Monongalia county, is a son of 
John and Cinderella (Lynch) Jamison, and 
was born near Laurel Point, Grant district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, June 28, 
1845. 

John Jamison, grandfather, was a native of 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, in which county 
he lived all his life, actively engaged in farm- 
ing and stock-raising. 

In that county, in 1814, was born also John 
Jamison, father. He was reared and educated 


in that county, but soon after attaining unto | 
his majority, and after his marriage, or in | 


1835, he removed to Grant district, where he 


died, in 1872. Hewas a farmer and _ stock- 


occupation he was extensively engaged; buy- | 


ing cattle and driving them to market at Bal- 
timore. 
worker in the Baptist Church, and a democrat 
in political principles. 

He married Cinderella, daughter of Pierce 


Lynch, of Greene county, Pennsylvania, and | 


a well-known | 


| Washington county, Kansas; John W., who 








is a farmer of Grant district, this county; Jar- 
rett L.,a resident and farmer of the same 
district ; William C., a practicing physician of 
Fairmont, Marion county, West Virginia; 
Margaret I., the wife of C. W. Arnett, of Fair- 
mont, and whose sketch appears elsewhere 
in this book; Lucinda, wife of William H. 
John, of Morgantown; Jesse A., a practicing 


| physician of Fairmont; David L., formerly a 


practicing attorney of Parkersburg, this State, 
but at present a minister of the Baptist 
church, and located at Chicago. 

James M. Jamison received his education 
in the schools of his native district, and, on 
launching into life on his own account, he fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of the two preceding 
generations of his ancestors, and took up 
stock-raising and dealing. This he followed 
continuously and successfully until 1893, 
when he removed to Morgantown, his present 
place of residence. In his political proclivi- 
ties, he represents the faith of two generations 
For 
many years he has been an active member 
ofthe, 1.,0, ©, F. 

On January 22, 1866, he married Elizabeth 
M., daughter of Morgan L. Boyers, of Cass 


of ancestors, and is an ardent democrat. 


| district, this county. To them have been 


_ born: Grace, the wife of George F. Miller, 
raiser and dealer by avocation, in which latter | 


who is a resident of the county, and is en- 
gaged in oil operations; Gertrude, wite of 


| George M. Alexander, of Fairmont, Marion 


He was an active and conscientious | 


had seven sons and three daughters: Ellen, | 
the wife of John C. Fear, a resident of Marion | 
county, West Virginia; Pierce L., a farmer, of | 


county, whose sketch appears in another part 

of this book; Gusta B.; Gillian and Goldia, 
the latter deceased. 

S 

OLONEL ASHBEL FAIRCHILD, a pro- 

minent business man of Morgantown, 

is a son of Dr. Ashbel G. and Eliza (McDou- 

gal) Fairchild, and was born near Smithfield, 
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Fayette county, Pennsylvania, October 1g, 
1830. 

The family is of English descent, but was 
founded in this country prior to the Revolu- 
tionary war, where we find them established 
in New England. Lent W. Fairchild, grand- 
native of New Haven, Con- 
He 


father, was a 
necticut, where he lived most of his life. 


had a number of brothers who served in the | 


War of the Revolution, and who after that 
conflict went west, receiving land-grants from 
the government in recognition of their ser- 
vices. Thus the family became scattered, and 
many branches of it have been lost sight of. 
Rev. Ashbel G. Fairchild, D.D., father, was 
born in Hanover county, New Jersey, on May 
I, 1795, and died on June 30, 1864, in Smith- 
field, Fayette county, Pennsylvania. He pre- 
pared for admission into college in Morristown 
Academy, New Jersey, and entered Princeton 
College, and graduated from the classical de- 
partment with the degree of A.B., in 1813, and 
from Princeton Theological Seminary, and 
was licensed as a preacher in the Presbyterian 
church in April, 1816, and was ordained two 
years later. From the time he was licensed to 
preach until his death he was actively engaged 
in the service of the Master. 
Morgantown as a missionary, and taught fora 
time in the old Monongalia Academy. Fora 
short time he held the Presbyterian charge at 
New Geneva, and in 1828 located at Smith- 
field, where he labored the remainder of his 
life. He was aman of deep learning and broad 
intellectual culture, and was possessed of con- 


He was sent to 


siderable literary genius, and wrote a number 


) 


' 
| 
{ 





of books of an orthodox nature that were | 


widely read: among them are “The Great 
Supper,” “ Fairchild on Baptism,” and “ What 
Presbyterians Believe,” a work resulting from 
a religious controversy, and is widely known 
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and read. He married, June 12, 1820, Eliza 
McDougal, a daughter of Hugh McDougal, a 
native of Scotland. He came to Newark, 
New Jersey, where he died. Colonel Fair- 
child was reared in the vicinity of Smithfield, 
where he attended the common schools, and 
finished his school days in Monongalia Aca- 
demy, Morgantown. He learned the trade of 
carriage-maker, and after working as a journey- 
man for a time in Morgantown and the state 
of New York, he, in 1851, under the firm 
name of Fairchild, Lawhead and Co., engaged 
in the manufacture of carriages at Morgan- 
town. They continued in this line of business 
until 1890, when they sold out to the Tygart 
Manufacturing company. Of the company 
Mr. Fairchild was made president and super- 
Intendent, positions he has held ever since. 
As carriage manufacturers, the firm of Fair- 
child, Lawhead and Company did a large busi- 
ness, and their products, which had a reputa- 
tion for their excellence, were very much in 
demand throughout the country. 

In 1892 the plant was burned, and the 
Tygart company erected in its stead a large 
planing mill. 

Mr. Fairchild was a member of the Virginia 
militia, and was called out upon the occasion 
of Jones’ raid. On October 4, 1853, Mr. Fair- 
child was united in marriage with Sarah J.,a 
daughter of John Wallace, of Morgantown. 


lg aes STAGERS, justice of the peace 
in Morgan district for eight years, a 
member of the County Court, and a man of 
rare good judgment, is a son of John and 
Caroline (Maple) Stagers, and was born near 
Waynesburg, Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
August 24, 1822. His grandfather, Jacob 
Stagers, was a native of near Carlisle, Cumber- 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 
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land county, Pennsylvania, but when yet a 
young man emigrated to near Waynesburg, 


Pennsylvania, where he died about 1834, at | 


the age of seventy years. He was a large 


land-owner and was extensively engaged in | 


agricultural pursuits all his life. 
John Stagers, father, was born in Cumber- 


land county, Pennsylvania, in 1807, came with | 


his father to Greene county, where he lived | 


all his life and died in 1891. 
the footsteps of his father, he was a farmer. 


Following in 


The old-line whig party, the party of a high 


' the close of the conflict. 


protective tariff and in favor of internal im- | 


provements, embodied the principles of his | 


political decalogue, and although he never | 


sought nor held office, yet wasa man who was | 


intense in his political fervor and wielded a 
potential influence in his community for the 
success of his party. 
for the apostles of the whig faith, prominent 
among whom was the far-famed and illus- 
trious “ Tariff Andy” Stewart. 

His nuptial union with Caroline Maple 
resulted in the birth of four sons and four 
daughters who grew to maturity. 
attended 


Harvey Stagers the common 


schools of his native county nine months, the | 


extent of his education obtained from the 
schools. 
however, and the most essential part, has 
come through self-application and his business 
experience and attrition with the world. For 


His house wasa Mecca | 


The greater part of his education, | 





about ten years he was engaged in agricul- | 


tural pursuits in his native county. In 1849 
he came to Morgantown and has since made 
that town his home. 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad he was em- 
ployed for three years by that company, to 
furnish supplies. From 1855 to 1863 he trav- 
eled through eleven States of the Union as 


an agent. When the crisis of the Civil War 


During the building of | 


came and the first smoke of battle had cleared 
away, and it became a well-established fact 
that unless strenuous efforts were put forth to 
save the Union, she, with all her historic tra- 
ditions, would be lost, Mr. Stagers recruited 
company “E,” of the Seventeenth West Vir- 
ginia infantry, of which he was made second 
lieutenant, and offered their services in de- 
fence of the flag. The regiment was mustered 
in at Wheeling, in 1863, and was attached to 
the Army of the Potomac, in which it served to 
After this service 
Mr. Stagers came back to Morgantown, and 
for twelve years has been engaged in the lum- 
bering business. He has always been a firm 
believer in high protective tariff and a national 
banking system, getting his schooling in this 
direction during the Harrison campaign of 
1840, when those issues were made paramount 
and the pres and cozs ably discussed from the 
hustings. Hence he was a whig until the 
general disintegration of former parties, inci- 
dent to the war, when he became a republi- 


can. In 1872 he was elected a justice of the 


| peace in Morgantown and by re-election has 


served continuously to the present time. By 
reason of his office he was for eight years, a 
member of the County Court. In 1844, Mr. 
Stagers and Elsie Shriver, a daughter of Adam 
Shriver, of Greene county, were united in 


marriage. 
OS 





Obs HORATIO N. MACKEY, a prominent 
practitioner of medicine of Morgan- 
town, West Virginia, was born December 
19, 1828, in Fayette county, Pennsylvania. 
He is ason of James D. and Julia A. (Lechner) 
Mackey. 
The ancestors of Dr. Mackey have been in 
His 
great-grandfather was a Scotch-Irishman who 


this country for a number of generations. 
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settled on the banks of the Conococheague | tion, located in Morgantown, in 1852, where, 


river, Pennsylvania, perhaps some time near 
the middle of the eighteenth century. One of 


the first duties he attended to was that of taking | 


the necessary legal steps to become a citizen of 


the country in which he had located, and he was | 
accordingly naturalized at Harrisburg, Penn- | 


sylvania, some time prior to the Revolutionary 


war, in which he served. After the war he | 


emigrated to near Uniontown (then Beeson- 


town), Fayette county, Pennsylvania, where | 


he located upon a farm where he spent the 
remainder of his days. 
Among his children was one Stephen, the 


grandfather of Dr. Mackey. Stephen Mackey | 
was born in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, | 


and lived there all his life, engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits, dying at the age of fifty-three 
years. 

Upon this old homestead of the Mackeys 
was born also the father of Dr. Mackey. Here 
James D. Mackey was reared, and here he 
died amid the scenes and surroundings that 
had witnessed the passing away of two genera- 
tions of his ancestors. He married the mother 
of our subject who bore him two children, 
Horatio N. and James N., who resides near 
Moore's Works, Fayette county, upon a part 
of the old homestead of the old Mackeys. 

Dr. Mackey was educated in Madison 
College, Uniontown, Pennsylvania, an institu- 
tion well known in its day for the high char- 


acter of the work accomplished and for the | 
number of the eminently successful men who | 


got their first mental inspiration while attend- 
ing upon its courses. Leaving college, he 
entered the office of Dr. Smith Fuller, of 
Uniontown, as student of medicine. From 
his office he entered Jefferson Medical college 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and after taking 


a course of lectures in that renowned institu- 





with the exception of intervals, during which 
he was taking special courses, he has practiced 
ever since. 

Dr. Mackey has made thorough prepara- 
tions for his work and has kept abreast of the 
medical progress of the times, and has profited 
by attending the most renowned medical insti- 
tutions of the United States. 
in- addition to the one mentioned, he has 
attended 
Philadelphia ; College of Physicians and Sur- 


Among them, 
the University of Pennsylvania, 


geons, New York city; Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, Illinois, from which he received a 
diploma in 1872, and graduated from Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, New York city, in 
1880, and is a member, and was one of the 
organizers, of the State Medical Society of 
West Virginia. 





€ 





He C. JONES, ex-deputy sheriff, 
and the present steward of the Alms- 
house, of Monongalia county, is a son of John 
L. and Maria J. (Morris) Jones, and was born 
in Clay district, Monongalia county, West 


| Virginia, September 14, 1858. 


Henry Jones, grandfather, was among the 
early settlers of Clay district; born in 1800, 
and died in 1875. He wasa blacksmith by 
trade, followed this trade in connection with 
He 
was one of the pioneers of Methodism, and, 


agricultural pursuits, all his active life. 


as an exhorter and local minister, did much 
for the advancement and upbuilding of the 
cause of Christ, and the establishment of the 
Methodist church that 
county. He married Mary Lough, by whom 


in section of the 
he had eight children, four sons and four 
daughters. 

John L. Jones, father, is a native of Monon- 
galia county; born in Grant district on April 
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29, 1831, and now lives in retirement at 
Farmington, Marion county, West Virginia, 


having obtained a fair competency, and re- | 
He followed the | 
tranquil and peaceful pursuits of husbandry | 


tired in the spring of 1895. 


all his active life, except three years, spent as | 


steward of the Monongalia county alms- 
house, from 1880 to 1883, inclusive. 
cally, he is identified with the republican 
party; religiously, he is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 


leader and exhorter, performs faithfully and 


He is aclass 


efficiently his official duties. His marriage 


with Maria J.,a daughter of Barton Morris, | 


who was a farmer of Clay district, resulted in 
the birth of three sons and one daughter: 
Barton M., sketch ap- 
pears elsewhere in this volume; Mollie E., 
departed this life October 2, 1893, aged thirty- 
seven years; Henry C.,subject; and Thomas 


deceased, whose 


K., a farmer of Lincoln district, Marion 
county. 
Henry C. Jones received his education in 


the public schools of his native district, and | 


one term in the West Virginia University, at 
Morgantown. He made his own way by 
teaching, while educating himself, and taught, 
for some time, after finishing his scholastic 
education. In 1879 he engaged in farming in 
Lincoln district, Marion county, continuing 
for a period of ten years. 


appointed deputy 


In 1889 he was 
sheriff of Monongalia 
county, and served a term of four years under 


his brother, Barton M., who was sheriff from | 


1889 to 1893. Soon after the expiration of 
M onongalia county, he was appointed steward 
of the Monongalia county almshouse, which 
office he is now efficiently and satisfactorily 
filling. He is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal and of the. 


church, Epworth 


Politi- | 





League. Politically, he is a firm believer in 
the principles of republicanism, and takes an 
active part in the advancement and success of 
his party. His marriage, August 11, 1881, to 
Laura B., a daughter of William H. Bowman, 
of Lincoln district, Marion county, resulted 
in an issue of seven children: Mollie Kate 
Morris; Andria Blake Price; John Bowman 
Smith; Roanna Maria Blanch; Henry Benja- 
min Barton; Charles Milton Glenn, and 
Martha Alice Bess. 


————-——- 


OHN ALVA MYERS, Ph.D., Director 

of the West Virginia Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at Morgantown, is a son of An- 
drew E. and Charity Ann (Cox) Myers, and 
was born May 29, 1853, near West Liberty, 


| Ohio county, West Virginia. 


His grandfather, Rev. John Myers, was 
born in Virginia, but removed to middle Ten- 
nessee, where he died. He was known asa 
man of more than ordinary oratorical powers, 
and was one of the founders of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian church. 

Rev. Andrew Myers, father of Dr. Myers, 
was born in East Tennessee, in 1819, and 
died near West Liberty, Ohio county, in 1889. 
He was among the earlier pupils and grad- 
uates of Bethany College, from which he 
1852. This institution 
founded in 1840 by Alexander Campbell, the 
distinguished divine and founder of the Chris- 


graduated in was 


tian or Disciple church. Here it was he be- 


came closely associated with Mr. Campbell, 
his term of the office of deputy sheriff of | 


whose religious ideas he endorsed and became 
an active co-worker with him in the interests 
of the church and Christianity. They traveled 
together throughout many of the states of 
the Union. 
as secretary of the Christian Missionary Soci- 


For a number of years he served 
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ety of the State of West Virginia, and in this 
capacity preached and labored in every county 
of the State. 


| 


He was a man of more than | 


ordinary strength of character and mental at- | 


tainments, and possessed very considerable 


literary ability, and contributed largely to the | 


literature devoted to the exposition of the 
principles of his creed. He was an ardent 
friend of Bethany College, and for thirty years 
served asa member of its board of trustees, 
the last ten years as treasurer of the College. 

Dr. Myers on the maternal side of the 
family is descended from a German ancestry. 
Michael 


among that body of Hessians that were cap- 


His great-grandfather, Cox, was 
tured by Washington during the Revolution- 
ary war. After the war was over, he settled 
near West Liberty, West Virginia. 


twice married. Among the children by his 


He was 


second marriage was Isaac Cox, the grand- 
father of Dr, Myers. 
the early settlers in West Liberty, where he 


Isaac Cox was one of 


lived most of his life. He inter-married with 


the Brown family, a very old and distinguished | 


family of Baltimore, Maryland, whose ances- 
tors at one time owned much of the territory 
upon which the ‘Monumental City” now 
stands. 

Dr. Myers is the oldest of a family of four 
children; the others in order of age are: 
Errett C., a graduate of Bethany College, and 
now a practitioner of medicine in the city of 
Wheeling, this State; Susan M., deceased in 
infancy; and Irene T., assistant principal of 
the Fairmont Normal School, this State. 

Dr. Myers received his college preparatory 
training in the State Normal School at West 
Liberty, and then entered Bethany College, 
from which he was graduated in 1875, after- 
He 
was then called to the position of instructor 


wards taking a post-graduate course. 








in chemistry and physics in Butler University 
at Irvington, a suburb of Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana. After a stay of about one year in that 
institution, he resolved to more thoroughly 
prepare himself for the work along these lines, 
the pursuance of which gave him so much 
pleasure, and accordingly made a tour of 
Europe, spending three and a half years in 
the universities of Germany, and rounded out 
his course by traveling through Egypt, Pales- 
tine, Greece and Italy. On his return to this 
country he took the position of professor of 
natural science in the Kentucky University 
for one year. The next year he had charge 
of the chemistry and physics department of 
the Louisville, Kentucky, high school. 

At this period there was a demand by the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Mis- 
sissippi, located at Starkville, fora man not 
only well versed in chemistry and physics, 
but who combined with these qualifications 
the rare quality of executive ability. Dr. 
Myers was brought to the attention of the 
management as being a man eminently fitted, 
both by education and experience, to fill the 
position sought to be filled. The doctor ac- 
cordingly received a call to the chair of chem- 
istry in that institution. He was called to the 
position for the especial purpose of organizing 
the chemical work of the institution. During 
his connection with the college he built and 
equipped a chemical laboratory, one of the 
largest in the South, and organized the work 
of the state chemist of Mississippi, and did 
the chemist'’s work in connection with the 
Mississippi Agricultural Experiment Station. 
He worked in this connection seven years. In 
1887, provision having been made for the 
establishment of the West Virginia Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station, he was called upon 


to assume the responsible position of director 


= 1 a " , . 
dover oe min oven doidw lo sonapemg oft | oi of yloyiel baivdninos bus evilids 
lo 1uod & obam ylgnibroson bane pineal | 92 lo’ nothkogxe of) 02 bstoveb & 











































AIGAWONIIIS TIAATSOY (4A TASTINGS ADOTs 


- - ey ee ee renee ae gm 


njeimeds ti | eid? nt bas xinigrV des W To siaje's oiit | 
zilogeneibel Yo divdee s norgnivil js | yitos Yrevo HI ae bas horlonore 





i) ni wov ono. jwods to yete swtA, ene and? som Yo nem & thw 3H 
sore? s»om of bsvioes: od .noatiteni (© 6 lettom bng wWios wes Yo digeonta 
vaow off 101 teeraid syIG | aldeisbienos visv b 52292 LOE bis J 


wy Und « bas send: gnibmoge aqowa | insbis fe enw oH .bono eid to a 
y babnuer bas ,ynemmsd to axiensyiad on ess hid 1d} bas sy Hod a 
eed Jayga dguori gilovend vd sentioo etd evolautt lo breed ett Yo vodmont & 2 
idt of mun eid NO -yletl bas ssc) ont | ogoilol od to iwiepsti es S1BSYe it 
lo r02es1o7g Yo noitizog edt too! od yinues | ont To obie lamisiste gid ne ett Mi 
| wiowined off nv sansioe lewise | «Qiesons came.) 6 mol bebnsses® amae 
\ ‘ 4 


ji vesydxon oT any ano 101 ave «2 Issioilt vod Ab eemg 1697 
ob soierdo bap yrteiinsds oli te | “G69 32ISW Seth? enureesli lo Lire: 

ooilox dyid petowine” ,siliveiuot oc | -noltulovedl oft gnhtub notyntttes’ . 
3 yd basmeb & ea or 3 boitveag #13 1A | boliise sd asvo esw aaw ot WHA. 
2 Yo sadftoD laoinerooM, bes Lewtluperg ‘A. | eaw oH wsinimiV teoW Dtisreri. 


ton mncn. ett silivaret@ t6 botevol iqgivele | id yd omblids ad? gnomA oir 


so 
bus vitinods at boxy llsw ylno | -basty 3d¥ “oD dene eave operat 

et ot dire beaidm ahve uw xO) osnel ney ag 0° 
flies ovifusoxe Yo vilsup sir ort | on srodw setindit teoW nj eroltios wh ; 
Yo nogaette oft of Sigeard esw evov | diw betremasiai oH il ed to ae 


iHthescuns ares it fs 5 Wisineunpy rj borieivarnierb Ds blo ViIsv 5 inna as 
ad | ad a he 





of sonshsans bae-noliesubs yd dtod | -exons seodw .bashoseM sromis 
: : warr~ , ye 
«on totool ‘T Bell of of fdavce nowin viotinet ott ‘to doum bonwo omits ite ie 


nods lo viens sttot Hes se bpeisoos lyn won “HD Inmemusol "ot dlointy 


10 lo sxouy Leiveges off tol noitieog | tot Jo winul & to tesblo offi ei i e191 ae 
| noutiten’ ofl) lo dow leoimerls gif? | : am sge lo tio Mm corso otlt 


~ c 





1. ; mt eee et 
ne tliwed stl sesllod oi Miw monsannos et nz eystloD yendio®l Yo sieubarg 
et lo ano pnoterods! leshnorfs a beqqiup» | lo io silt nt snizihem To * 
srow, oft batitiamo bas shed salt mi jesus! | oi bar evob ,. aoe 


bib bas ,iqgiezizail to tzimod> siete 917 Yo | to leqinng irateleee ..T coat ae 
ott dviw novsennoa ni drow e'teimada odd | Miz vid tooled inno chil 
noited2 tagminegxd lowtlusirgA iqgieeicelt qnoisuageq *yslloy aid bevisvst nay 
nl. e134 never ngitzenno eifl3 pi boohew aH | dW te loonve temo st 
of} 2ct sbsm need gnived noizivorg 4281 | Sgolled ymailish boraina 
4usingh sinigtiV tesV/ orlt lo tnsmeaildeies ile ayer a} botsubarg” 
mnogu by olkeo enw oc noieie jagminoqra lewd | bu 


oH wens taubarg-r 
yotastib to noitizeq sidiemogest of) smmiszee of “ed ai 





OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 121 


of this institution, which position he still re- 
tains. The institution is well organized under 
the following heads, each in charge of a com- 
petent specialist: Agriculture, 
Entomology, Horticulture, Microscopy, and 
Meteorology. 

with 


In connection his profession, Dr. 


1 


scientific organizations of the country, among 


Myers has been honored by election to severa 


which are the following: The American As- 
sociation of Official Agricultural Chemists, 
which he served as president; the American 
Association of Agricultural 


Experiment Stations; The Berlin Chemical | 


Society; Fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science; the Ameri- 
can Chemical Society, and others. During 


his connection with the Mississippi Experi- 


ment Station he wrote the chemical portions | 


of all the state reports issued from the insti- 
tution, and has frequently contributed papers 
of considerable literary and scientific merit to 
the different scientific bodies to which he be- 
longs. 

The Governors of West Virginia have fre- 
quently recognized his ability by appointing 
him to represent the State in conventions 
held for the purpose of considering questions 
of moment to the peace and happiness of the 
Commonwealth ; chief among them may be 
mentioned: Southern Immigration Conven- 
tion, Farmers’ National Congress, the National 
Dairy Association, and a number of others. 

Although the professional duties of Dr- 
Myers are such as to require most of his time’ 
yet he keeps in touch with the development 
of the community in which he lives, and has 
contributed his share to its material progress. 
He is the president of the Morgantown Brick 
and Tile Works, a director in the Tygard 
Manufacturing company, The Morgantown 


Colleges and | 


Chemistry, | 








Investment and Development company, and 
a number of other enterprises in different 
parts of the State. 

On October 20, 1882, Dr. Myers was joined 
in marriage with Minnie B. Plunkett, of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. Two children have been 
born to this union, Martha S., deceased, and 
Louise Birch. 

ES 
HOMAS BENTON WILLIAMS, super- 
intendent of the 
company, is a son of Isaac W.and Martha 


Morgantown Brick 


(Lancaster) Williams, and was born March 26, 
1845, in Uniontown, Fayette county, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Daniel Williams, grandfather, was a native 
of Wales, but emigrated to the United States 
in 1798, settled near Winchester, Virginia, 
and died there in 1824, aged seventy-two 
years. He wasa soldier in the War of 1812. 

Isaac W. Williams, father, was born near 
Winchester, Virginia, Nevember 22, 1823, and 
died at Uniontown, November 21, 1890. He 
came to Uniontown when a young man, in 
about 1853. Soon after his arrival he engaged 
in manufacturing brick, on a small scale, near 
Barton's Mills. 
exceed one hundred dollars, but being a man ~ 


His original capital did not 


of careful, economic habits and possessed of 
rare business tact coupled with a determi- 
nation to succeed, he soon established a lucra- 
tive and growing business. Having succeeded 
in establishing this business upon a firm basis, 
he then began to branch out. His next ven- 
ture was as an horticulturist, but subsequently 
he added merchandizing. Though widely dif- 
fering in character, and requiring entirely dif- 
ferent talents for their successful management, 
yet he was uniformly successful in those tri- 
angular enterprises, and at the time of his 
demise left a handsome fortune of from fifty to 
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seventy-five thousand dollars. He was a 
member of the Presbyterian church, of which 
he was an elder for fifteen years. He married 


Martha, a daughter of Matthias Lancaster, 


deceased, a hatter of Brownsville, Pennsylva- | 


nia, and to them were born ten children, six 


sons and four daughters: Thomas Benton, | 


subject; Lewis and Josiah, brick manufac- 
turers, of Uniontown; Elliot, a brick manu- 


facturer, of Clarksburg, West Virginia; New- | 


ton, a brick manufacturer, of Buchanan, West 


Virginia; Rev. Charles, a Presbyterian min- | 
ister, of Carversville, near Philadelphia, Penn- | 
sylvania ; Jennie, the consort of O. P. Mar- | 
kle, a prominent insurance and real-estate | 


dealer, of Uniontown; Anna, the wife of 


Samuel Nixon, a farmer, near Uniontown; | 
Emma, the wife of George Brooks,a merchant | 


of Uniontown, and Julia, who resides with her 
mother, at Uniontown. 

T. B. Williams was educated in the public 
schools of Uniontown and Duff’s Business 
College, Pittsburg, graduating from the latter 
in 1865. 
embarked in the manufacture of brick. Nine 


Immediately after his graduation he 


years he operated at Uniontown, five at Daw- 
son, Pennsylvania, and ten at Clarksburg, 


West Virginia; then, in 1889, he located at 
Here, in the same year, he | 


Morgantown. 


organized a stock company, known as the | 
Morgantown Brick company, for the purpose | 


of manufacturing red pressed and fire bricks. 
The officers of the company are: Dr. J. A. 
Myers, president; E. M. Grant, secretary, 
and T. B. Williams, superintendent. The 


capacity of the plant is 40,000 bricks per | 
| Virginia, is a son of Adam C. and Elva A. 


diem, and is considered one of the substantial 
business enterprises of the town. 

February 28, 1863, Mr. Williams enlisted 
in the Civil War, in company “K,” One Hun- 
dren and Sixteenth regiment, Pennsylvania 


| dria, Virginia. 





Volunteer infantry, at Pittsburg, and was hon- 


_ orably discharged July 13, 1865, at Alexan- 


He was a brave and courage- 
ous soldier and participated in the battles of 
the Wilderness, Todd’s Tavern, Spottsylvania 
Court-house, and a number of skirmishes. 
He was badly wounded May 10, 1864, in the 
left foot, at Spottsylvania Court-house, and 
was captured on the same day, but escaped 
soon after his capture. He is a member of 
the Presbyterian church, and William F. 
Stewart Post, No. 180, Grand Army of the 
Republic, at Uniontown. He is a republican 
in politics, and is now a member of the school 
board of his 


married ; first he married Emma, a daughter 


town. He has been twice 
of Sarah Clawson, of Monroe, Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania, December 31, 1864, by whom 
he had three children: Frank, a pilot, runs 
on the Monongahela from Morgantown to 
Brownsville; Etta, the wife of Russell Bate- 
son, of Dawson, Pennsylvania, and Emma, 
who died in childhood. Mrs. Williams died 
December 4, 1869, aged twenty-three years. 
His last marriage was March 28, 1871, with 
Rebecca, a’ daughter of William Hall, of 
Uniontown, and to them have been born six 
children: Lula, the wife of Dorsey St. Clair, 
a plumber, of Morgantown; Benton, a stu- 
dent in the high school, of Morgantown; 
Ralph, Stella and Isaac, attending school, and 


| Ethel, at home. 








Se 


OHN S. 
and an intelligent and well-to-do citizen 


BROWN, a prosperous farmer 
of Clay district, Monongalia county, West 


(Shively) Brown, and was born January 6, 
1845, at what is now known as New Browns- 
ville, Clay district, Monongalia county, West 
The family of 


Virginia (then Virginia). 
























































ITIOIONVO TINATSRON ‘uA JSITHTA Wood 





are = Ss ee are 
sdinuloV | s enw sli .eatlob banevorl? 3 
ie .3BVr g1 ylul beg edoeib yYldme | doidw to daweds mei hnetydesyt | oft 


“1 3 , JIB gO it 4 L 
iV ert> | bs: ‘ . nesfia. rot 19bIs! 


igeonwoH sittin erm | Sortem SH 21897 


“fH { vs bans pide Hit 7 7 | vib 7 


oy 


1 
UsSTwO? NE yvVAIG & if Ort 
1, eatieed «cit mi betsgisine bas sibloe ese | astesoried esisteM to yoiguab ‘Be 
evlyestoge wievsl a'bboT <eonisbiiW ont | -aviger nast olivenwotl Io senior 4 
. 4 , i j ‘ uf 
diene Jo wae & bob  sepoeoD | nie orblids ast mod sxow vol ! 


a ' * n> @ 
ows 8H | .notnsl enmolT ranetsigusb wo 


wot OL eM bobmwow — abw Sri { 
t 





Sty im 4 ; 
bns .sevod-wod sinsviyeitoge Ts 400 fist | -odlunem Aoird isvaoy “brs” ais 
boarses tud ~yeb amaze onl) mo buses ea = -witsftt jond « oil 5 8 Awotlnolr 
lo tedrem « e sit | oTiiqne vit yeite noot | wet <simigniV tes W wwiudeshall i 
sili’ bas toto mar asydestl on! teo'Vd suenstioudl to asioawntee | ly 
wo venAk brew of: 0 209 fewsse ; -Hin asivetzdestd 6 20h ‘stl vom 
iiduqeat & 2 9¥4- cawosnain 38 pildaqes -nsted it isiqlabs slid. 165%. vallivet 
tnaitoe ocd Yo redlicsem a wore Bre 2vidilod ni ~sM A .O to, droenoo ort sinnoht 
miwe neod eal off wood. eid to = bsoe otetes-leow’ bas sone wei Ireortiese 
Yo die oft eamk { nwomoinU: | 


n oa few +; bore 


Sigenb os pened bernie 3 
oy agave sornolé to woewal). e162 10 ‘gwoinoin son ome &- oxi 


a  tonigsem a edoord ogios to otiw mn 


- 


- | ye j ste yey 
wep tthe t 1] TBGIMTIIOAN 


MIT NE pet t me. gers 
4 ‘'y bed sel | ya, Aw @ ebies ornlw sila] bus wvwos fi 


wi jolie @ sleet |: rieiblide estnt Dad 
eo oe , of att ao | wortnc ia ets 
J CTS! Gee ae iit rs 4Y 97 MoO STW 7 pet 
rosea SE Yo Siw ot anal ; ohity of | oitdue sit wi betsoubs #6w ecnsilliN Te Mi 
t . P ey i of a 
ria) «DEH ITAA prima. | ARC ct Yo. ae? ua 2 hut bne nwodmoin nr Oohve 
eT ex eek . 7 g 4 er. tae 
bai eemliw 2 hecrititide ni beib ostw | 096 asf mon ypaiseuberg ayrrde ny ee if 
1S yoy dao ws hou OOFT adimass™ | aii nodavbaty » aif 19ite ih sdpibornl 


top! Ly } ott shore d io syutjoniuas gett oft 


fig 2 QBY Be tore enw enti deat etl 
link 16 dive Fo rwedtkgaeh “s '\6 x20" woth te > wh mwoinoiny 16 byteoqoros ) 
; 
breed ovad matt of bee joweiaol udedielD i noi bas pinsviyenn: 
1 #2 yoo Ww aw ot Blots (blvis | 16 botasel on 881 ai ogdy ; Rint 
ite we otrintl 41 onl We dai 2 | od eS ORNEE ot ni oo 
fox [ -sHy mi Inob di ep nwond oynegines doote 


woitiggioMl to Joon soil - 9 5 
ot inns pliat@ tigen | seoqiuq offs sot .yasqeoo > doin nv 


wa | 2loind 21a bas boeesg bor gui 


eras 


| A. ad tom ynagmee oft Yo baie om 
ii “—: oe | 
duo .M oat ; dnobiz q- 





| (euststo08 


3 


sanris! sor ; | = KLUORG a VuOT, 
, | tt aeabas tisaqe email V8 


20K" ! 


nesitia ob-ot-llow bis jnsvilleini ms bes 
sgitivos sils gnonol itteib YD Yo | Hq elond 000.0. 2 inelq of ene 
j sistipi Asitnatedue ots Yo ono bevebienos 3] 


«wf bas’ .D msbA lo soe se winigiy 
et oll saeedilh 


niod eew bas f nword fylovide) | OR he sawes silt Yor eae mo 
1, Woneline ann WT aM 






& yisutel 
ws es dwoml, won ei tadw ta, oper 


-Fnwo TF 


tea inuoe siisgnonol Jointeib “yslD oltiv ” 


we “ginal ofT sais tbl idl) sign | 





OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


123 





which Mr. Brown isa worthy scion is one of | 
the pioneer families of Clay district, this county ; 
his grandfather Andrew Brown, having settled | 
near what is known as the Adam Brown Mills | 
—that district. He lived in that district all his | 
life and engaged in pursuits of agriculture. | 
After his death, his wife, who had become | 


blind, removed to the State of Illinois, where 
she died. Abraham Brown, grandfather of | 
John S. Brown, was born in 1787 and died in 


September, 1854, and now lies buried where the 
subject of this sketch now lives. He married 
Elizabeth Core, who was born November 7, | 
1796, and died in July, 1851. He lived all | 
his life in Clay district, engaged in farming | 
and milling, having built a flouring mill on 
Dunkard creek. In political matters he wasa | 
He had the following children: 

Catherine, born December 22, 1813; Michael 

C., born January 6, 1818; Adam C., born 

May 16, 1820, and died July 13, 1877; | 
Emanuel, born August 1, 1822; Jacob, born 
October 6, 1824, died March 6, 1888; 
Andrew, born March 6, 1888, and died in 
infancy ; Christiana, born September 13, 1826; 
John, born May 1, 1829, served in the Civil 


democrat. 


War in the Seventeenth West Virginia infantry ; 
Abraham, born September 30, 1831; William, 
born August 10, 1835, served throughout the 


war, in which he was three times wounded, 
and now resides in Wayne county, Iowa; 
George W., born June 6, 1837; Norval, born. 
October 29, 1840, and also served through | 
the war of the Rebellion. 

John S. Brown’s father was born in Clay 


district, and took up farming as a means of | 
gaining a livelihood. To this avocation he 
afterwards added that of milling, on what is 
known as Dunkard creek, in Clay district. 


| 


In 1855 he located upon the farm where John 





S. Brown now lives, and resided there the re- 


mainder of his life, dying July 13,1877. In 
politics he was a democrat up to the Civil War, 
but upon the issues of slavery and state rights, 
broke away from that organization and be- 
came a republican and a strong Union man. 
He was a strict and conscientious member of 
the Disciple church. The grandfather of 
John S. Brown, on the maternal side of the 
family, was Jacob Shively, one of the pioneer 
Jacob 
Shively married Catharine Pickenpaugh and 


settlers in this part of the county. 


reared a large family. The children of Adam 
C. and Elva A. (Shively) Brown, were as fol- 
lows: Michael S., born November 15, 1840, 
and died February 25, 1844; Morrison, born 
in 1843 and died March, 1844; John S., sub- 
ject; Abraham, born August 16, 1847, and 
died October 16, 1862; Jacob, born January 
11, 1850, and died October 23, 1862; Cathe- 
rine, born October 11, 1852, and died October 
10, 1862; Sabina, born January 1, 1855, and 
died October 24, 1862; Christina, born De- 
cember 10, 1858, and died October 16, 1862 ; 
Emmanuel, born July 29, 1861, still-born. 
Those of the family who died within a 
short time of each other were carried away 
by a scourge of diphtheria. John S. Brown 
has been twice married, first on February 4, 
1869, to Minerva Morris; to this wife was 
born one child, Lenora B., born November 
28, 1869, who is the wife of Sanford Maxon, of 
Mount Morris, Greene county, Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Minerva Morris Brown died December 
7, 1869, and on January 1, 1879, Mr. Brown 
married, as his second wife, Melissa McClure. 
To this union have been born the following 


| children: Ross McClure, born February 23, 


1880, and died on June 23, 1889; Florence 
E., born December 15, 1882; William C., 
born June 14, 1885, and Charles Gay, born 


July 31, 1894. 
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John S. Brown received such mental train- 


ing as was afforded in the primitive subscrip- | 


tion schools of his boyhood days. He was 
reared upon the farm and has always engaged 
He has a 
farm in Clay district of three hundred acres. 


In political matters he affiliates with the 


in farming and kindred pursuits. 


republican party, and is the present post- 
master at Holman, the office being located in 
his house. 








S 


ROFESSOR JOHN L. JOHNSTON, the 


present efficient instructor in charge of | 


the chair of Civil Engineering in the West 
Virginia University, and a descendant from an 
old Colonial and Revolutionary family, is a 
son of Nicholas and Margaret (Minor) John- 


ston, and was born September 19, 1857,in Clay | 


district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
The coming of the Johnston family, of which 
Professor Johnston is a descendant, dates early 
The first of the family 
to leave England, the mother country, to seek a 


in the colonial times. 


home in the Colonies, located in the vicinity of | 


Philadelphia, and became one of the founders 
of the “ City of Brotherly Love,” in which city 
the family became prosperous and influential. 
In that city John Jchnston, the great-grand- 
father of John L. Johnston, was born and edu- 


cated. Hebecame one of the first pioneers to | 


cross the mountains into what was then the 
He settled 
in what is now Greene county, Pennsylvania, on 
Muddy creek; from here he enlisted and served 
seven years in the war of the Revolution. It 


unknown and unexplored west. 


was here that Nicholas Johnston, the grand- | 


father of the subject of this sketch, was 
born, and who, on reaching manhood, re- 
moved to Blacksville, Virginia, where he 
married and served in the War of 1812, and 
died in 1863. Here,on November 17th, 1809, 


| 
| 





| ment. 


was born the father of the subject of this 
sketch, Nicholas B. Johnston; and near this old 
homestead he died on March 13, 1890. The 
great-grandfather of Professor Johnston, on the 


| maternal side of the family, Samuel Minor, 


was of Scotch lineage, and emigrated to this 
country ata very early day, settling first in 
the south, later in Greene county, Pennsyl- 
His 


people were involved in all the horrors of 


vania, then near Blacksville, Virginia. 


Indian warfare near the close of the Revolu- 
tionary war, his wife, when a girl, having 
been an Indian captive, until ransomed, and: 
was present at the massacre at ‘“ Handsucker’s 
Knob.” His son, Noah Minor, grandfather 
of Mr. Johnston, married Lydia Chalfant, 
the daughter of a Revolutionary soldier from 
He lived and died in 
Clay district, Monongalia couniy, Virginia 


Winchester, Virginia. 


(now West Virginia). 
Professor Johnston graduated from the West 


| Virginia University at Morgantown, in the 


class of 1883. He at once accepted a posi- 
tion as civil engineer in the employ of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad company; after a short 
service under this employ, he took a similar 
position in the Philadelphia division of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. In 1886 he re- 
entered the service of the Pennsylvania com- 
pany in the Maryland division, where he 
remained until September, 1890. In this year 


he took the position of assistant to the chair 


of Civil Engineering in the University, which 


position he retained one year. In 18g1 he, 
coordinate with Professor H. B. Davenport, 
held the chair one year, since which time Mr. 
Johnston has had full charge of the depart- 
He is regarded asa highly capable civil 
engineer, and much of the efficiency of the 
department is due to his energy and executive 


ability. 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





Professor Johnston and Lucy B. Johnson, 
daughter of George W. Johnson of Morgan- 
town, were united in marriage on Nov. 29, 1893. 





HORNTON H. DeVAULT is a_ highly 
prosperous business man, and a repre- 
sentative citizen of Monongalia county. He 
resides at Smithtown, in Clinton district; isa 
son of Abraham and Mary (Steel) DeVault, 
and was born September 18, 1839, on the old 
DeVault homestead. 
father, was a native of eastern Virginia; born 
October 14, 1759, and Mary, his wife, was 
born October 3, 1758. Jacob DeVault, his 
wife and children, settled about the close of 


the eighteenth century at the mouth of White | 


Day creek, Monongalia county, Virginia, now 


West Virginia, where he became a pioneer | 


farmer, and where he died. The progeny of 


his marriage was two children, Abraham, | 


Jacob DeVault, grand- | 








father, and Phcebe, who became the wife of | 


David Hayhurst, and reared a large and | 


interesting family. 

Abraham DeVault was born April 14, 
1791, and died April 29, 1863, at the mouth 
of White Day creek, having come there with 
his parents and having resided there all his 


life. He was a carpenter by trade, but fol- 


lowed farming, which was his essential busi- , 


ness. He farmed extensively, for that day ; 


was an old-time whig, favoring high protec- 


tion; and road constable for thirty years. | 
Liberal in his support of worthy enterprises, | 


generous and accommodating asa neighbor, 
he possessed, in a high degree, the admiration 





of all who were thrown into either business | 


or social relations with him. On March 4, 


1819, he married Mary Steel, who was born | 


April 17, 1795, and who died June 2, 1889. 
She was a daughter of John Steel, a life-long 
resident of Monongalia county, and who was 


| 
| 
| 


125 





engaged in agricultural pursuits all his life. 
Mr. and Mrs. DeVault’s marriage was pro- 
ductive in the birth of eleven children. Two 


died in infancy. The others were Sarah A. 


married Alpheus Holland, who is deceased ; 
she was: born May 13, 1820; was married 
November 30, 1843, and now resides in Clin- 
ton district; Anna E., the wife of William 
Wilson, deceased, was born June 25, 1822, 
married April 26, 1843, and died August 24, 
1851; Margaret, who was born April 22, 
1824, married Barnett Stewart August 31, 
1848, and died August 22, 1851; Oliver P., 
who was born February 22, 1826, married 
Mary Powell December 27, 1849, and died 
November 19, 1875; Edgar J., who was born 
March 10, 1829, married Hellen Haun No- 
vember 4, 1852, and died August 5, 1890; 
Ashbel G., who was born June 1832, and 
who residesin Marion county, this state; was 


22, 
twice married; first, on October 18, 1854, to 
Margaret Johnson, and second and last, to his 
present wife, Mrs. Howell; Theophilus, who 
was born May 24, 1834, married May Farrell, 
September 3, 1857, and died May 26, 1890; 
Charles P. was born August 12, 1836, married 
Louisa Fast December 18, 1856, and now re- 
sides in Clinton district; and Thornton H., 
the subject of this sketch. 

Thornton H. DeVault was reared upon the 
old homestead, educated in the subscription 
schools, and learned the shoemaker’s trade, 
which he followed for three years, after finish- 
ing the trade. In 1863 he engaged in farm- 
ing near Opekiska, in Clinton district, and 
has since been largely interested in agricul- 
tural pursuits, principally in grazing and 


stock-raising. In addition to this line of 
business, he, in 1878, engaged in merchandiz- 
ing at Smithtown, and continued three years. 


Subsequently, in 1889, he again embarked in 


ate 
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mercantile business, a member of the firm , 
of F. F. Prickett and Co., general merchants of 
Rivesville, Marion county. Prior to 1856, | 
he was a democrat, of the Douglas type, but - 
since that date has been identified with the 
republican party, in whose fortunes he takes 


an intelligent and lively interest. He is an 


official member of the Methodist Episcopal 


church, and is now serving in the capacity of 
steward. On February 28, 1861, he married | 
Malissa J. Satterfield, who was born March 
13, 1844, and who died October 10, 1864. 
His second and last marriage was with 
Nancy A. Prickett, a daughter of Nathan 
Prickett, of Marion county. They were mar- 

22, 1866, and are the parents 
of three children: Rosetta J., born November 
29, 1866; Lemuel C., born July 19, 1875, and 
Ira G., born February 27, 1878. 


ried February 





— 


EORGE W. PILES, a thorough-going, 
prosperous and progressive farmer, of 
Cass district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia, was born November 13, 1851, in Greene 





county, Pennsylvania, and is a son of Elisha 
and Rosanna (Knight) Piles. Zachariah Piles, 
the grandfather of the subject of this biograph- 
ical record, was one of the early pioneer set- 
tlers of what is now Clay district. He became 
the owner of about thirteen hundred acres of 
land located on Dunkard creek and elsewhere, 
and in holding and developing this land fre- 
In 


one of these skirmishes, in which several of 


quently had confiicts with the Indians. 


his neighbors were killed and one captured, 


he received a serious wound at the hands of 
an Indian, in the heel. He was born in 1763 | 
and died in 1845. He married Rachel Wright 
and reared a large family. 

Elisha Piles, father, was born in Clay dis- 





trict, upon the paternal acres, in 1793, and 
was reared in that locality, and died on Cos- 
gray’s run, in Cass district, this county, in 
1876. He was one among the few from Mon- 
ongalia county who volunteered their services 
and entered the War of 1812, our second strug- 
gle for independence. For his services in that 
conflict he, during the latter part of his life, 
drew a pension. Politically, he was in his 
earlier days a follower of the whigism of 
Clay and Harrison, and upon the disintegration 
of that party became a republican. He mar- 
ried Rosanna Knight, who was born in 1817 
and died February 25, 1891. The following 
children blessed this marital relation : Alzanus, 
deceased; Eli, of the state of Illinois; Ma- 
linda; Sarah; Elizabeth; Hannah, deceased ; 
Clark, deceased; George W., subject, and 
Julia, deceased. 

On October 28, 1883, George W. Piles and 
Martha Barrickman, daughter of Michael! Bar- 
rickman, of Cass district, this county, were 
married. The issue of this union are the fol- 
lowing children: Ross, born October 23, 1884; 
Spencer, born March 21, 1886; Minor, born 
April 28, 1888; Ona Maud, born March 2, 
1892, and an infant son, born May 31, 1898, 
who is yet unnamed. 

George W. Piles had the advantage of but 
a rudimentary education, such as was afforded 
in the common country schools of his district. 
As a boy he was active and industrious, and at 
the age of twelve years began the battle of 
life on his own account, securing employment 
in a woolen mill, where he worked for $3.00 
per month, and on the farm he now owns 
worked six days for one bushel of wheat, 
when absent from the mill. He was indus- 
trious and economical in all he undertook, 
and in 1893 purchased the farm upon which 


he now resides, in Cass district. This farm 
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of good producing land, for which Mr. Piles | 


paid $9000, and had enough money left to 
stock it. In matters political he is of the 
same texture as his father, being a stanch sup- 
porter of the cause of republicanism, and is a 
member of the Methodist Protestant church, 
and is the present steward of the congrega- 
tion to which he belongs. He has had a 
strong liking for travel and has visited many 
of the larger cities of the United States as 
well as many of the more famous watering 
places. Of late he has been considerably 
interested in the great oil industry of the 
State, in which he has been uniformly suc- 
cessful. 


8 ae 


peace, 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is 
a son of James C. and Anna Dawson, and was 
born near Frostburg, Maryland, April 9, 1833. 
His great-grandfather was Edward Dawson, a 


o_o 





N. DAWSON, an ex-justice of the 
and a notary public of Union 


farmer, and resident of near Piedmont, West 
Virginia, where he died September 11, 1794. 
He was the father of ten children, five sons and 
five daughters, of which John P. Dawson, 


grandfather, was the youngest. He was born 


August 20, 1787, near Piedmont, and served | 


as constable in the vicinity of Westernport, 


Maryland, and, in about 1835, went to Ohio | 


to see the country, with the idea of locating 


there, if the country suited, and was never | 


heard of. He was married to Rebecca Denerson 
and they became the parents of seven chil- 
dren, five sons and two daughters: James C., 
father; Esmarilla; Nelson Reed, a tailor, who 
now resides at Des Moines; Iowa; Andrew 
Jackson died young; Grace married Jesse 
Groves, of Selsbysport, Maryland; Andrew 
Jackson, who went to the state of Ohio, where 





contains two hundred and twenty-four acres | he died at the age of twenty-five years; and 


John Quincy A., a tailor, of Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

James C. Dawson was born on the banks 
of the Potomac river, between Cumberland 
and Piedmont, March 10, 1811, and died in 
Preston county, West Virginia, November 30, 
1884. He learned the trade of a blacksmith 
on the National pike, between Frostburg 
and Cumberland, Maryland, with Jesse Chany 
and others, and, in 1847, located in Union 
district, Preston county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), where he worked at his trade, and 
became the owner of two hundred and four- 
teen acres of land, and engaged rather exten- 
sively in farming and grazing. Up to the 
period marked by the beginning of the Civil 
War, he was a whig, and then became a demo- 
crat. He married Ann, a daughter of Ann 
and John Moore, a farmer, on George’s creek, 
Alleghany county, Maryland, near the town 
of Piedmont, West Virginia. 
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, serv- 


John Moore 
ing the long period of seven years. James C. 
and Ann Dawson became the parents of 
eleven children, of which John N., subject, 
was the eldest; Hepry Franklin,a farmer of 
Lenawee county, Michigan; Rebecca Ann, 
died young; Elizabeth, deceased,was the wife of 
Henry Seaborn, a farmer of Pike county, IIli- 
nois; Thomas Wesley, also a farmer of Pike 
county, Illinois; Rachel, who died young; 
Harriet; Elisha, a farmer of Garrett county, 
Maryland; Rhoda, Lavina and Lloyd live on 
the home farm, in Union district, Preston 
county, West Virginia. 

John N. Dawson received a limited educa- 
tion in the subscription schools, attending, in 
He 
reared upon the farm, and followed farming 


all, perhaps one hundred days. was 


for two years after attaining his majority. He 
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then learned the trade of a carpenter, and has 
followed that trade, more or less, all his life. 
He also ownsa farm in Union district, and 
devotes most of his attention, at the present 
time, to farming. Politically, he is a republi- 
can, and, for ten and one-half years, served as 
a justice of the peace, and has been a notary 
public since 1876, and for three years, from 
1873 to 1876, was county surveyor. In 1876 
he took charge of the large landed property 


of the Laurel Iron Works company, consist- | 


ing of ten thousand acres of land, with grist 
and saw-mill upon it. In 1878 he moved 
upon this property, where he has since re- 


sided. He is a member of the Methodist 


Episcopal church, and was a class leader for | 


a number of years. 

On March 10, 1859, Mr. Dawson married 
Delila, a daughter of Elisha Johnson, of near 
Morgantown. Five children have blessed 
this marriage union: George Wesley, who 
died in boyhood; Albert Moreland, a carpen- 
ter, of Palatine, West Virginia; Emma; Frank 
E. and Roland R. 

os 
AVID H. COURTNEY, M.D., physi- 
cian, oil producer and a citizen of Mor- 
gantown, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
isason of Amos S. and Sarah (Hall) Courtney, 
and was born on a portion of the old Courtney 
homestead, June 9, 1860. 

Dr. Courtney’s grandfather, William Court- 
ney, was a native of Ireland, came to this 
country when about fourteen years of age, 
and settled, about the close of the last century, 
on the banks of the old Monongahela, four 
miles below Morgantown. 
the remainder of his life and died in the early 
fifties, aged eighty-five years. He was a 
pioneer farmer and teacher and owned a tract 
of two hundred acres of land, upon which he 


He resided there 








resided. He took an active interest in the 
educational affairs of his day, and was a lead- 
ing spirit in the Methodist Episcopal church. 
He was thrice married, first to Miss Elizabeth 
Lazzelle, who bore him a family of eleven 
children, six sons and five daughters; and the 
second time to Miss Delaplane, by whom he 
had five sons. 

Amos S. Courtney, father, was born upon 
his father’s farm, May 1, 1824, and died Jan- 
uary I, 1879, near the scene of his birth. He 


| was a farmer all his life and a member of the 


Methodist Episcopal church. His first mar- 
riage was with Miss Pickenpaugh, who bore 
him one son, who departed this life at the age 
of fourteen years; and his last marriage was 
with Sarah Hall, by whom he had nine chil- 
dren—five sons and four daughters. 

Dr. 


Virginia University, in 1882. 


Courtney graduated from the West 
Immediately 


| after his graduation he entered upon the study 


of medicine, under the preceptorship of Dr. 
L. S. Brock, of Morgantown, with whom he 
read two years, when he entered the Jefferson 
Medical college of Philadelphia, from which 
he was graduated in the spring of 1886. 
After this he located at Mount Morris, Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, where he practiced 
actively and successfully for a period of five 
years. During this time he engaged in oil 
speculations, but sold out, and in 1891 removed 
to Morgantown. Since locating there he has 
devoted his entire time and attention to oil 
producing, in which he has been uniformly 
successful, operating in Monongaliaand Marion 
counties, West Virginia, and in Greene county, 
Pennsylvania. November 13, 1893, Dr. Court- 
ney and Miss Lizzie Lee Hite, of Morgantown, 
were united in marriage; to this union was 


born one child, Grace Olive, a daughter. 
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OSEPH A. HOOD, a merchant of Lows- 


ville, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 


and a brother of John S. Hood (whose sketch | 


see for ancestral history), was born at Hamil- 
ton, Cass district, this county, May 20, 1841. 


At the age of two years his parents removed | 
to the mouth of Big Indian creek, where he | 


has resided all his life. 
upon a farm, and at 
years embarked in mercantile pursuits at 
Lowsville. He merchandized and farmed al- 
ternately until 1880, when he purchased the 
store of John Hood. Since that date he has 
devoted his entire time and attention to the 
mercantile business, in which he has estab- 


lished a thriving and lucrative trade. Mr. 


Hood is a careful and conscientious business | 


man, and by probity of character and honesty 
of purpose he has won, and well deserves, the 
confidence and high esteem in which he is 
held by his many patrons and numerous 
friends. 
to Columbia A., a daughter of Thomas P. 
Robey, of Fairmont, West Virginia. 


He was married November 11, 1868, 


children have been born to them: Minnie H., 
the wife of B. L. DeVault, a farmer of Clinton 
district, this county; Alice B., married A. B. 
Howard, a telegraph operator, located at 
Cowen’s Station, Webster county, West Vir- 
ginia; and Addie, at home with her parents. 








S 


"Paula A. DAVIS, ex-postmaster and one 
of the present aldermen of Morgantown, 
West Virginia, is a son of Peter and Keziah 
(Reed) Davis, and was born on the banks of 
Buffalo creek, Monongalia county (now Marion 
county), West Virginia, September 22, 1831. 
His grandfather, Jehu Davis, was of sturdy 
Scotch ancestry, and a native of New Jersey, 


but lived nearly the entire period of his life at 
9 


He grew to manhood | 
the age of twenty-one | 


Three | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| turned to Morgantown. 
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| what is known as “ The Flats,” near Morgan- 


town. He died February 30, 1825, at the age 
of seventy-three years, two months and twenty- 
one days. He was a tiller of the soil anda 
Quaker in religious fealty. On January 14, 
1793, was born Peter Davis, father of the sub- 
ject of this record. He was also born at “The 
Flats,” but removed to Buffalo creek (now 
Marion county), West Virgina, returning later 
to Monongalia county, and after one or two 
removals emigrated, in the early sixties, to 
Henry county, Indiana, where he died on Easter 
Sunday, April roth, 1888. In the work of the 
Methodist Protestant phurch he was promi- 
nent and active, sustaining with ability the 
relation of class-leader in that denomination, 
and was a soldier in the War of 1812. 

He was united in marriage with Keziah 
Reed, who was a daughter of Joseph Reed, a 
resident of Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
To their union were born five sons and three 
daughters. 

At the age of sixteen years, in 1847, James 
A. Davis came to Morgantown, learned the 
trade of a cabinet-maker, and followed a 
cabinet-making and undertaking business until 
1870, when, on account of failing health, he 
was compelled to relinquish the trade, and for 
three or four years traveled. In 1884 he re- 
Mr. Davis has been 
a republican in political faith and principle. 
On March 31, 1890, he was appointed post- 
master of Morgantown, and served four years 
and three months with credit to himself and 
satisfaction to all interested. 

In 1866 he was elected to the office of jus- 
tice of the peace in Morgantown, and served 
two terms, or eight years; and again, in the 
spring of 1895, was elected councilman of his 
town. 


Fraternally he is a member of Monongalia 
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Lodge, No. 10, I. O. O. F., and has represented 


the same as a delegate to the Grand Lodge; 
and is a Past C. P. of Orphan’s friend Encamp- 
He 


is at present a member of the Methodist Epis- 


ment, in connection with the same order. 


copal Church, and has been a consistent 
church-member since 1848. 


qT 


APTAIN OLIVER PERRY JOLIFFE, 

a descendant of sturdy and highly re- 
spected Quaker ancestry, and a Union officer 
in the late Civil War, is a son of Amos and 
Pamelia (Miller) Joliffe, and was born Decem- 





ber 20, 1827, in what is now Clinton district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia. 

His paternal great-grandfather was James 
Joliffe, was a native of the “Old 
Dominion,” and who married Hannah, 
a daughter of Dennis 
year 1760, and shortly after their mar- 
riage from Winchester, 
Virginia, to near Uniontown, Pennsylvania, 
where he remained up to the time of his death, 


who 
Springer, in the 


removed near 


which occurred in 1771. His remains were 
interred in the old cemetery near Uniontown. 
James and Hannah (Springer) Joliffe became 
the parents of six children: William, born 
May 30, 1761; Anna, born August 15, 1762; 
Drew, born September 2, 1764; Elizabeth, 
born June 16, 1766; John, born July 6, 1768; 
Margaret, born October 23, 1770. 

William Joliffe, grandfather, was born near 
Uniontown, and there, August 1, 1755 
ried Catharine, a sister of Joseph Collins and 
Rebecca Brownfield, deceased. Soon after his 
marriage, he removed to Monongalia county, 
Virginia, and settled near the mouth of Paw 
Paw creek, on the banks of the Monongahela, 
where his wife Catharine died in 1804. Sub- 


Mar- 








sequently, he married Charity Prickett, with 


whom he lived up to his death, May 1, 1827. 
He served as a soldier in the War of 1812, and 
was wounded, which disabled him to some 
extent during his life, for which disability he 
received a pension. His remains were buried 
near Rivesville in what is now Marion county, 
West Virginia, on a farm known as the 
“Willey Farm.” To William and Catharine 
(Collins) Joliffe were born twelve children: 
James, born July 17, 1780; William, born 
July 25, 1781; John, born July 20, 1783; 
Thomas, born November 15, 1785; Hannah, 
born July 5, 1787; Aaron, born September 
15, 1789; Amos, born July 6, 1791; 
born September 2, 1793; Elizabeth, born 


Levi, 


May 20, 1796; Joseph, born May 20, 1798; 
Job, born June 15, 1800; Nathan, born May 
3, 1802. 

Amos Joliffe, father, was born and raised in 
Monongalia county, Virginia, where he mar- 
ried and raised a family, three miles south of 
Morgantown. He was engaged in farming, 
and in politics was a republican, filling the 
office of deputy sheriff for fifteen or twenty 
He died February 8, 1859, and his 
remains were interred in the Morgan grave- 
yard. He married Amelia Miller, who died 
February 6, 1866, and to them were born 
twelve children: Eliza, born October 6, 1817 ; 
Rebecca, born October 10, 1820; Catharine, 
born December 20, 1822; Sarah A., born 


years. 


September 13, 1824; Dorcas, born December 
30, 1825; Oliver P.; Matilda O., born Sep- 
tember 12, 1832; John N., born August 20, 
1834; Sisson H., born February 7, 1836; 
William T., born May 22, 1840; James S., 
born December 12, 1842. 

Captain Joliffe was reared upon his father’s 
farm, three miles south of Morgantown, and 
Obtain- 


ing a good education for that time, he engaged 


was educated in the public schools. 


hes iy 
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in teaching, which he continued for a period 


of ten consecutive years. Inspired by patri- | 
otic impulses, he quit the school-room to enter | 
the Union army, and served until the down- | 


fall of the Southern Confederacy. August 16, 


1862, he enlisted in company “ C,” Fourteenth 
West Virginia Volunteer infantry, at Clinton 
Furnace, in Clinton district, and was honor- 
ably discharged June 27, 1865, at Cumberland, 
Maryland. Heenlisted asa private, but upon 


the organization of the company, was elected | 
captain and commissioned as such by Governor 
F. H. Pierpont, and served with that rank 


until he was mustered out of service, June 27, 
1865. 


and participated in sixteen regular engage- 


He was a brave and heroic soldier, | 


ments, among which are: Cloyd Mountain, | 
Va., May 9, 1864; Lexington, Va., June 11, | 
1864; Lynchburg, Va., June 17 and 18, 1864; | 
Carter’s Farm, Va., July 20, 1864; Winchester, 

Va., July 24, 1864; Martinsburg, W. Va., July 
25, 1864; Halltown, W. Va., August 24 and 
26, 1864; Berryville, Va., September 3, 1864; 
Winchester, Va., September 19, 1864; Fisher’s | 
Hill, Va., September 22, 1864, and Cedar | 
Creek, Va., October 19, 1864; and five smaller | 
engagements, and witnessed Sheridan’s mem- | 
orable ride and took part in the battle attend- 
ant upon it. After the close of the war, he | 
returned home and purchased a farm of two 
hundred acres, situated on Independence road, | 
six miles south of Morgantown, upon which 


he has since resided, engaged in the peaceful 
and quiet pursuits of husbandry. Politically, 
he is identified with the republican party, 
and has filled the office of county commis- — 
sioner one term, and that of poor director for 
a period of ten years. Religiously, he is a | 
member of the Methodist Protestant church. | 
Active as a church worker and liberal as a_ 
contributor, he has filled the various official | 


positions in the church organization, and sup- 
erintended the construction of a church near 
his home in 1877, a greater portion of which 
he paid for. He is a member of Hoffman 
Post No. 62, Grand Army of the Republic, at 
Morgantown, of which he is a Past Com- 
mander. 

March 26, 1856, he was united in the bonds 
of matrimony with Sarah A., daughter of 
Leonard Selby, of Clinton district, this County, 
and the issue of this union was eight chil- 
Ethelbert Oliphant, 
Mannington, West Virginia, in the employ of 


dren : who resides at 
the Standard Oil company, married Ida B. 
Fast ; Charles E., who is also a resident of 
Mannington, cashier of the Exchange Bank 
of that place, married Sallie Vandervort ; 


| Jennie, the wife of Frank R. Sapp, of Pala- 


tine, who is train dispatcher for the B. and O. 
R. R. at Fairmont; Thayer M., who is a 
farmer of Clinton district, and married Emma 
McBee; William S., teller of the Exchange 
Bank of Mannington; George C., a carpenter 
by trade, employed at Mannington; Joseph A., 
a student of the Fairmont Normal school, and 
Frank C., at home with his parents. 


eee Se eee 


ULIAN E. FLEMING, editor, proprietor 
and founder of the Vew Dominion, one 
of the ablest and most popular democratic 


weeklies of West Virginia, is a congenial and 


_ courteous gentleman, and a leading and repre- 


sentative journalist of the state. He is a son 


of George W. and Sarah J. (Evans) Fleming, 


and was born at Morgantown, Monongalia 
4, His 


paternal grandfather, John E. Fleming, was 


county, Virginia, October 1852. 
born in England, but in boyhood went to 
Scotland, where he obtained a fine education 


in the celebrated schools of Glasgow. He 
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was a thorough scholar, being remarkably 
proficient in arithmetical calculations. 
was a close student, conversant with the stand- 
ard literature of his day, fond of Pope and 
Gray, and by actual exploration was perfectly 
familiar with all the places and scenes that are 
immortalized in Gray’s “ Elegy in a Country 
Church- Yard,” that will be ever famous and 
popular as long as poetry has power over the 
human heart. In early life John E. Fleming 
came from Scotland to Pittsburg, Pennsylva- 
nia, which he soon left to settle in Mt. Pleas- 
ant, a beautiful village in a picturesque and 
mountain region, where he may have found 
something to remind him of the early scenes 
of his useful life beyond the ocean, and where, 
as he often gazed upon the light sparkling 
waters and beautiful landscapes of alternating 
gorge and valley and mountain, then unstained 
and unclouded by dust and dirt of coal mine 
and coke oven, it probably often recalled to 
his sensitive and highly cultivated mind mem- 
ories of the beautiful waters and green valleys 
of his old-world home. Mr. Fleming served 
as a justice of the peace for some years before 
his death at Mt. Pleasant, Westmoreland 
county, He 
economic and perfectly honest man and left a 
competency for his family. He wedded Mary 
Ann McGee, who was a member of the fam- 
ous Harmonite Community of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. George W. Fleming, father, 
was born at Mt. Pleasant in 1828, and about 


Pennsylvania. was a careful, 


1843 or 1844, came with his elder brother, | 


John, to Morgantown, where he remained for 
several years, being principally engaged inthe 
drug business, opening the first drug store in 


He. 
| Sarah J. Evans, whose father, Colonel Rawley 








Morgantown, and during that period of time | 


organized and instructed the first brass band 
of the place. He afterwards removed to 
Newark, Ohio, and died at Sandusky, that 


state, in April, 1854. He was a very fine 


teacher in instrumental music, and married 


Evans, was a prominent citizen of Monongalia 
county, and a brother of Col. John Evans, the 


first clerk of the courts of that county after its 


territorial boundaries were definitely settled. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fleming had two. children, Ju- 
lian E., and Elizabeth. 

Julian E. Fleming was reared at Morgan- 
town, and received his education in the West 
Virginia University, which he entered when it 
was organized in 1877, and left in the Sopho- 
On April 
11th of the centennial year of the republic, 
Mr. Fleming and William L. Jacobs founded 
At the 
end of six months Mr. Jacobs withdrew, and 
on April 1, 1877, Mr. Fleming changed the 


more year of his literary course. 


the Vew Dominion, at Morgantown,. 


paper to its present form. 

The New Dominion is the democratic paper 
of Monongalia county. It is a four-page, 
nine-column sheet, edited politically in the 
true interest of the Democratic party, and at 
the same time making a specialty of local cor- 
respondence and county news, which events 
are given in acceptable form to the general 
public of all parties. The popularity of the 
paper is such that its circulation extends far 
beyond the boundaries of the county. 

On November 7, 1878, Mr. Fleming married 
Flora J. Stewart, who was a daughter of 
William N. Stewart, of Monongalia county, 
and who passed away January 28, 1886, at 
twenty-eight years of age, leaving one child, 
Sarah R. 

Mr. Fleming has always been a strong 
democrat, and in 1885 under Cleveland’s first 
administration, he was appointed as a govern- 
ment store-keeper and gauger in the internal 


He is 


revenue service, but soon resigned. 
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congenial and generous, and has made his 
paper bright, crispy and newsy. He has 
labored hard and successfully to make the 
New Dominion represent the best interests of 
the people of the county in every department 
of thought and field of activity, and while 
seeking but little applause from party princi- 
ples, yet has always desired to earn it from 
public spirit. 
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AMUEL B. BROWN, A. M., professor of 
the chair of geology in the West Vir- 
ginia State University, and an educator of 
culture and intelligence, is a son of Granville 


| John, 


William 
county from 1800 to 1805, and died in 1825 ; 
Thomas, Lydia and Mary Ann. 
Brown, great-grandfather, was born September 
7, 1760, in Prince William county. 


who was. sheriff of Prince 
Thomas 


He en- 
listed in the cause of colonial rights against 
parliamentary usurpation, and did valiant 
service for the cause of liberty in the Revolu- 


| tionary War, taking part in a number of bat- 


and Elizabeth (Watson) Brown, and was born | 


March 5, 1860, in Preston county, West Vir- 
ginia. 

During the stormy political periods of 
Scotland in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries there was often much persecution, 
and many families fled from their native land 
and settled in the north of Ireland, where 


they became the founders of that wonderful | 
Scotch-Irish race that has given to America | 


so many men whose names adorn the pages 
of history. A descendant of one of these 
families was William Brown, the founder in 
America of that branch of the family of which 
the subject of this record is a worthy scion. 
William Brown settled in Virginia, receiving 
in 1726 from Lord Fairfax a grant of a tract 
of land of 312 acres near Dumfries, Prince Wil- 


liam county. This farm, six miles from | 





Manassas, remained in the possession of de- | 


scendants of the family until 1825. 
est son, William Brown, Jr., in 1744 was 
placed under the guardianship of Cuthbert 
Harrison and George Byrne, gentlemen, and 


His eld- | 


twelve years later he married Elizabeth Buck- | 


ner Byrne, a daughter of his ward. To this 
union were born four children as follows: 


tles, among them the battle of Cowpens, for 
which service he drew a pension from 1832 
until his death. In 1785 he married Anna 
Ash, and twenty years later, in 1805, pur- 
chased a large tract of land consisting of 578 
acres, located some miles west of Kingwood, 
the county seat of Preston county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia). This pioneer home of 
the Browns is now designated as the ‘“‘ Stone 
House.” 

Samuel Byrne Brown, third son born to the 
union of Thomas and Anna Ash Brown, was 
the grandfather of the subject of this sketch. 
He was born in Prince William county in 
1793, and although young, fought in the War 
of 1812. 
and spent the remainder of his life in Monon- 


In 1820 he married Parmelia Zinn 


galia and Preston counties, principally engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. They were all large 
land-owners and employed a number of slaves 


the 


estates. 


in working and developing of their 

Granville Brown, father, was born July 6, 
1832, near Gladesville, Preston county, West 
He received a fair education, and 
When 
the crisis of secession confronted us and the 


Virginia. 
in early life taught several schools. 


disintegration of the Union was threatened, 
that Union for which two generations of his 
ancestors had fought, true to the patriotic 
instincts of his forefathers, he rushed to the 
defence of his country. He entered the ser- 
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vice as first lieutenant in the Fourteenth regi- 


| 


ment of West Virginia infantry, later entered | 


the Fourth West Virginia cavalry and finished 


his service in June, 1865, in the Seventeenth | 


infantry. He also had two brothers, William 


and Lycurgus, who performed valiant service 


in defence of the flag. In this connection it 
is worthy of record as an historical fact that 
Baily Brown, his first cousin, a grandson of 
Thomas Brown, was the first Virginian killed 
in defence of the United States government, 
in the Civil War. 


near Grafton, Taylor county, May 22, 


This occurred at Fetterman, 
1861, 
the day preceding the election on the question 
of the secession of Virginia. 

Born and reared upon a farm, the subject 
of this sketch was given such educational ad- 
vantages as the common schools of the 


neighborhood afforded. He possessed a 
strong desire for knowledge and made 
rapid advancement. His parents were in 


limited circumstances and unable to assist 
him much in his laudable struggle to secure 
an education. He learned of necessity the 
lesson of self-reliance, and by close applica- 
tion, energy and perseverance, graduated‘from 
the West Virginia University in the class of 
1883. He still further broadened his intel- 
lectual culture by the study of natural history 
in Washington, D.C., and under the instruction 
of Professors Shaler and Davis, of Harvard 
University. In 1883 he established a school 
of mathematics and languages in Martinsburg, 
West Virginia. 
that position, he was elected principal of the 
Glenville Normal school, at Glenville, this 
state. 


At the end of two years in 


Of his services in this relation, State 
Superintendent B. S. Morgan, in his Colum- 
bian History of Education in West Virginia, 
says: “Mr. S. B. Brown was next chosen 
principal by the Board of Regents, and for 








five years the school prospered under his rule. 
At the end of this time Mr. Brown resigned 
to accept the chair of geology in the state 
University, a position to which he had been 


_ elected by the regents of that institution.” 


He has remained continually in charge of that 
chair to the present time. Under his super- 
vision this department of the university has 
sustained the reputation it has long had for 
thoroughness of work and its adaptation to 


To this end he 
with 


the practical needs of life. 


makes annual excursions the class 
throughout the state for the purpose of mak- 
ing original investigations along the line of 
geology and to verify by actual observation 
the truths of the science. 

On June 17, 1890, he married Luella But- 
cher, a daughter of James Evan Butcher, and 
has three children: Lucile, Iris and Arthur. 

Prof. Brown is a hard worker, logical and 
correct thinker, is possessed of a native talent 
for his chosen profession, and is deservedly 
popular with his pupils. He is a member of 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, of the patriotic society, 
Sons of the Revolution, and of the Episcopal 
church. 

iba 5: Seite, 

HH ALPHEUS GARRISON, ex-Senator 

from the Eleventh senatorial district of 
West Virginia and a prominent and influential 
citizen of Clay district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, is a son of David and Cather- 
ine (Engle) Garrison, and was born near 
Greensboro, on the Monongahela river, Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, on February 26, 1833. 

Grandfather Leonard Garrison was a native 
of Scotland and an early pioneer settler in 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, where he had 
many conflicts with the Indians, but by a dis- 


play of those sturdy qualities for which the 
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Scotch have always been noted, he succeeded 
in conquering the adverse conditions that sur- 
rounded him and established a home in this, 
then sparsely populated section. Farming 
was of necessity hisavocation. He was twice 
married; his last union was with Elizabeth 
Gray, who was born about 1761 and died at 
the age of ninety in 1851. This marriage re- 
sulted in the birth of the following children: 


Lott, who was bound to a blacksmith, went to | 


Cincinnati and later to Louisiana, where mem- 
bers of his family now reside; David, father; 


Daniel! learned the trade of a potter and fol- | 
lowed it all his life. The remainder of the | 


family died young. 

David Garrison, father, was born on the 
Greene county homestead, November 8, 1807, 
was reared upon the farm and educated in the 
primitive subscription schools characteristic 
of the time. He learned the trade of a tailor, 
but did not follow it long. 
removed to Perry county, Ohio, where he 
took up land and lived upon it for a time and 
then returned to Greene county, and followed 
agricultural pursuits for a time, when he again 
returned to the “ Buckeye State” and located 
about six miles from Cambridge, the county 
seat of Guernsey county. This was his home 
until 1842, the date upon which he located in 
Clay district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia (then Virginia). He lived in that district 
until 1860, when he removed to Tyler county, 
this state, where he died February 1878. 
In his political sentiment he was a democrat 
up to the War of the Rebellion, when he be- 
came a strong Union man and a republican. 


97 


wey 


He was a man who possessed many sterling 
qualities of head and heart; honest, sober, and 
industrious he won the highest esteem and 
respect of all who knew him. 

Peter Engel, the maternal grandfather of 


He married and | 


| 
| 
| 





Alpheus Garrison, was a native of Germany, 
a skilled gunsmith by trade; he came to the 
United States prior to the Revolutionary War, 


_and served in that historic conflict in the 


capacity of inspector of arms. He had sons, 
Ezra, Emmanuel, Christopher and Barnett, 
who were also skilled gunsmiths and were em- 
ployed at one time in the arsenal at Harper’s 
Ferry: 

To the marriage of David and Catherine 
(Engel) Garrison were born the following 
children: Daniel, deceased, entered the Civil 
War on August 30, 1862, Fourteenth regiment, 
company “F,” West Virginia volunteer infan- 
try, and served to the close of the conflict. 
In August of 1864 he received wounds which 
resulted in his death twenty-seven years later; 
Narcissus became the wife of Daniel Varner, 
a resident of near Mannington, Marion county, 
West Virginia; Alpheus, subject; Margaret, 
who died at the age of sixteen in 1849; 
David, a resident of near Cornwallis, Ritchie 
county, West Virginia; John D., deceased; 
Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Andrew 
Aukron; Irad, a resident of Tyler county and 
a veteran of the Civil War. He entered the 
service on August 30, 1862, in Fourteenth 
regiment, company “F,” West Virginia infan- 
try, and served to the close of the War, and 
Salina, deceased. Alpheus Garrison received 
a fair common-school education, chiefly in the 
public schools of Guernsey county, Ohio, and 
taught, after his marriage, a number of terms 
in the subscription schools. In 1856 he was 
elected constable in Clay district, and at the 
end of one term—1859 





was appointed deputy 


"sheriff under Sheriff James Odbert until 1861, 


when he was appointed recruiting agent and 


was made deputy marshal under Colonel 
James Evans, with headquarters at Grafton. 


Later he was appointed one of the first two 
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revenue assessors for Monongalia county, | 
which duties he discharged conjointly with | 
John R. Drabel until the two districts were | 
consolidated, when by mutual arrangement | 
Mr. Garrison withdrew in favor of Mr. Drabel. 
He then returned to his former position as 


marshal under Mr. Evans, in which position 


he remained until 1864, and recruited quite a | 
number of men. In 1863 he helped to re- 
cruit company “C” of the Third West Vir- 
ginia cavalry, which had been greatly reduced 
in numbers. He was elected captain of this | 


company and went to Wheeling to get the 


commission, but was persuaded by the Gov- 
ernor not to take out a commission, although 
offering to commission him if he so desired. 
In 1864 he went out with company “E” of 
the Seventeenth West Virginia infantry, and 
in September was commissioned second lieu- 
tenant, a position he held until March, 1365, 
when he was promoted to a captaincy of the 
company, the duties of which command he 
discharged until he was mustered out June 30, 
1865. 
and brought into the county perhaps the first 


In the autumn of 1865 he purchased 


portable saw-mill ever brought into Monon- 
galia county. This mill he operated until 
February, 1866, when he was appointed asses- | 
sor of the second district of the county, to | 
serve out the unexpired time of Joseph 
McClarney, who had resigned. At the end of 
this time he was elected for a full term of two 





years; receiving at the end of this time a 
complimentary receipt from J. M. McWhorter, | 
In 1868 he was elected | 
a member of the West Virginia legislature, 


auditor of the state. 


and served one term. In 1870 he was elected 


sheriff of Monongalia county for a term of 


four years. After serving two years the con- | 
Stitution of the state was amended, cutting 


out all county officers. 


He ran for re-elec- 
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tion, but owing to some irregularities in the 
election, was not commissioned. In 1873 he 
embarked in a general mercantile business at 


Pedlar’s Run, and has been thus successfully 


| engaged ever since. In the autumn of £8go he 


was elected to represent the Eleventh district of 
Preston and Monongalia counties in the West 
Virginia state senate. [raternally, he is a 
member of Monongalia Lodge, No. 4, A. F. 
and A. M., at Morgantown, and of Jesse Tay- 
lor Post, No. 450, G. A. R., at Mt. Morris, of 
which he is the chaplain, and was formerly sen- 
ior vice-commander. Since 1861 he has beena 
member of the Christian church, and for the 
last twenty years has been an elder. 

On April 4, 1853, Mr. Garrison and Char- 
lotte Henderson were united in marriage. To 
them have been born the following children: 
Marion Simon, born January 6, 1854, married 
Martha Amons, and resides in Clay district, 
is present assessor of the second district of 
Monongaliia county, and was deputy sheriff of 
the county under the late B. M. Jones; Salina 
Ann, deceased; Elizabeth C., wife of Perry M. 
Johnson, of near New Brownsville, Clay dis- 
trict; Narcissus Prudence, wife of William F. 
Blair, of Brock, Greene county, Pennsylvania ; 
David L., who married M. Belle Price, of 
Clay district; Norman, who married Edda 
Barrackman, and resides in Clay district. 


———————___——_ 


ARRET LINCH, an 
respected, and well-to-do citizen of Grant 


intelligent, highly 


district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, ts 
a son of Pierce and Ellender (Lough) Linch, 
and was born on Little Indian creek, in Grant 
His 


grandfather was John Linch, one of the earliest 


district, this county, on April 1, 181g. 


settlers and residents upon Indian creek, where 


he died in the year 1819. His marriage to a 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


dren, five sons and three daughters. 


Miss Pierce resulted in the birth of eight chil- | 


Pierce Linch, father, was born on the waters | 


of Indian creek in 1797, and died in Greene | 


county, Pennsylvania, in 1852. He was reared | 


in Monongalia county, but removed, when a 
young man in 1822, to the George's creek set- 
tlement of Fayette county, Pennsylvania and 
He 
was a successful farmer and grazer, and pos- 
skill 


Religiously he was an exemplary 


thence to Greene county, where he died. 
sessed considerable and ability as a 
financier. 
member of the old-school Baptist church. His 
democracy was of the type of Jefferson and 
Jackson, and he kept himself well posted in the 


matters of political history and current events | 


of the day. 
der Lough was prolific in the birth of fifteen 


His marriage union with Ellen- 


children, eleven of whom, four sons and seven 


daughters, grew to maturity. Mr. Linch came | 
from Greene county in 1847 to Monongalia | 


county, locating on the old Dent property on 
Meadow run, and has lived in that vicinity ever 
since, engaged in farming and grazing. He 
subscribes to the principles of the democratic 
party, and is a deacon of Missionary Baptist 





church,—is a devoted and consistent member | 


and liberal supporter of this church. He has 


been three times married, first on September | 


16, 1842, to Malinda, a daughter of George 
Long, of Greene county, Pennsylvania. Mrs. 
Malinda Long Linch died July 12, 1848, and 
he married as his second wife Annarah Barker, 
a daughter of James Barker, of this county, in 
1855. Annarah Barker Linch died August 23, 
1855, and Mr. Linch married, as his last wife, 
Eliza Thorne, zée Stewart, a daughter of Wil- 
liam Stewart, of this county, in March 1858. 
Jarret Linch has won and easily holds the con- 
fidence and respect of all who know him. . He 
is kind-hearted, liberal and generous in every 





| Cre G. 
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work that commends itself to him. The 
church in him has one of its most liberal sup- 
porters, and the poor, one of their best friends. 





JOHNSON, a prosperous busi- 

ness man of Clinton Furnace, Monon- 
galia county, West Virginia, is a son of Omer 
B. and Mary J. (Courtney) Johnson, and was 
at Clinton Clinton district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia (then Vir- 
ginia), October 6, 1856. The family is of 
Pennsylvania Quaker stock; the great- grand- 


born Furnace, 


father, Isaac Johnson, removed from Wilming- 
ton to the site of the Revolutionary battle of 
Brandywine, whence he removed to Washing- 
ton county, Pennsylvania. He married Lida 
Miller, of Chester county, and had the follow- 
ing children: Reuben, Jonathan, Ruel, Isaac, 
Hadley, Catherine, Zilla, Phoebe, Lyda and 
Anna. 

His grandfather, Hadley Johnson, was born 
in the city of Wilmington, Delaware, but when 
a boy, prior to the Revolutionary War, was 
brought by his father to Washington county, 
Pennsylvania. In 1830 he located at Clinton 
Furnace, in this county, and died there in 
He 
was a farmer all his days, owning at the time 
of his death five hundred acres of land. 
addition to this he became the possessor of 
what is known as the ‘‘Old Jeffs Mill,” built in 
1810, and rebuilt by his son, Omer B., father 
of subject, in 1859. He also operated a tan- 
nery a number of years. He married Rachel 
Ramsey, who died April 29, 1874 at the age 


1863, at the age of eighty-three years. 


In 


of eighty-six years. Six children were born 
to them: Sebre M., Elma M., Minerva A., Hiel 
R., Isaac H., Omer B., all deceased except Min- 
erva, who is the wife of Minor S. Fleming, 
of Dunkirk, Omer B. 


deceased, Indiana. 
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Johnson, father, was born in Washington 


county, Pennsylvania, March g, 1825, and died | 


at Clinton Furnace October 19, 1891. He 
was but five years of age when brought by 


his father to Clinton Furnace. He learned 


the trade of a tanner and conducted his fath- | 
er’s tannery business until 1852, when he took. | 


up mercantile pursuits and followed them in 
connection with farming and milling the re- 
mainder of his life. 

He was a republican politically, and served 
one term as justice of the peace and a number 
of terms as supervisor. He married,on No- 
ye 18555: Mary J. av.daughterwof 
Michael Courtney, of this county. This union 
resulted in the birth of but one child, the sub- 
ject of this biographical sketch. 

The Courtneys are of Irish origin, and their 


vember 


location in this country dates from the coming 
of three brothers, John, Robert and Michael: 
who located on Scott’s run in what is now 
Cass district, Monongalia county. Michael 
was the maternal great-grandfather of Omer C. 
Johnson. He was married in the parent 


country, and had the following children: John, 


Casandra, Susan and Michael, who was the | 


maternal grandfather. He was born in Ire- 


land in about 1786, and came to this country 


in about 1816, and remained in Cass district | 


until 1838, when he removed to Preston 
county, and in 1849 to Clinton district, this 
county, where he died August 12,1858. His 
craft in his native land was that of a weaver, 
and he pursued it for a time in this country. 

He married Rebecca Hanway on January 
13, 1825, and they became the parents of six 
children as follows: Rachel married William 
C. Fitzhugh, both now deceased; Elizabeth is 
the wife of Moses Bradford, of Lyndon, Kan- 
sas; Mary J. (mother), and Elnor M., who 


married Henry Howell, and lives in Osage 


Christ: 





county, Kansas. Omer C. Johnson was edu- 


cated in his district and in the Fairmont 
State Normal school, and upon his father’s 
death succeeded to his estate and business, 
which includes the farm, mill and store. ' His 
father was postmaster from 1858 up to the 
time of his death, since when Mr. Johnson 
has held that position. Although Mr. John- 
son is not identified as a member with any 
church, yet he is a Christian in all those ele- 
ments of head and heart that make up the 
character of the most devout follower of 
On September 8, 1886 he married 
Frances P., a daughter of James B. Price, of 
Clinton district, and to this union have been 
born three children, Mary R., Hiel M., and 
Charles H. ? 
ae 

Ce H. DUNCAN, a veteran of the 

Civil War, anda prosperous and well-to- 
do farmer of Clinton district, this county, was 
born at West Liberty, Ohio county, West Vir- 
ginia, September 6, 1831, a son of James and 
Nancy (Smith) Duncan. 

He isof Irish origin, his grandfather, Charles 
Duncan, having emigrated from the “ Emerald 
Isle” at an early period, and located first in 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, and later at Cannons- 
burg, Washington county, in the same state, 
where he died. 

James Duncan was born in Meadville in the 
year 1800, and grew to manhood in his native 
town and then went to Cannonsburg, where 
he learned the trade of wagonmaker, and soon 
afterwards settled at West Liberty, Ohio 
county, West Virginia, where he followed his 
trade until death ended his labors in 1887. In 
political texture he was an old-line whig of 
decided views and unswerving adherence. He 
was twice married, first to a Miss Van Meter, 
and had two children; the first died in early 
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life, and the second, Mary, was twice married, | 


and is now also deceased. James Duncan mar- 
ried as his second wife, Nancy Smith, and they 
became the parents of nine children: John, 
deceased; Charles H., subject; Elizabeth, of 
Dunbar, Pennsylvania, and James, Augustus, 
Theodore and James, all deceased; Ross, a 
mould sawyer of Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, 
and Sallie, the wife of Charles Kimball, of 
Dunbar, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Duncan was reared in Ohio county, and 
at the age of eighteen began coal-boating on 
the Ohio river from Pittsburg to New Orleans. 
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ments he is a Methodist, and politically a 
staunch republican and has served fourteen 
years as postmaster at Halleck, and is at pres- 


' ent a member of the. board of education. 


He was thus engaged for six years, whenin | 
1854 he went to California and followed gold | 


mining until the outbreak of the Civil War, 


when he enlisted in August, 1861,in company | 


“ E” Second regiment California volunteer in- | 
’ ro) 


fantry, and served until he was honorably dis- 
charged in November, 1864, at Viasalia, Tulare 
county, California. His record asa soldier did 
not end here,as he served in several Indian cam- 
paigns under the following leaders, Colonels 
A. J. Smith and Simmons and McLoughlin in 
After the close of the 


War he returned to Preston county, this state, 


the state of California. 


and for four years held the position as clerk at 
Hardman’s furnace. 
he married Cornelia, a daughter of Joseph 
Smith, of Clinton district, and five children 
have been born to their marriage union; Ross, 
now in California for his health; Sallie, who 
married M. L. Brown, ex-county superinten- 
dent of the schools of Monongalia county, and 
now deputy clerk of the Circuit Court of the 


On January 18, 1868, | 


county and a resident of Morgantown; Charles, | 


Leslie and Carl Ray. After the marriage of 
Mr. Duncan he purchased a farm in the vicin- 
ity of Halleck, and has since resided upon it, 
engaged in the pursuits of agriculture, stock- 


raising and grazing. In his religious senti- 


| 


——$—<$—$—$<  —_—__—_—_ 


eo W. RUNNER, an extensive bee 

culturist, and a descendant of an old 
Maryland family, is a son of Henry and 
Elizabeth (Thomas) Runner, and was born on 
the Kingwood pike in Clinton district, Monon- 
galia county, West Virginia (then Virginia), 
December 8, 1825. 
Henry Runner, father, 


The family is of German 
descent, was born 
near Frederick city, in Frederick county, 
Maryland, on March 17, 1777. In about the 
year 1810 he came to Monongalia county and 
located in Clinton district, where he remained 
until about 1827, when he removed to “ The 
Flatts”” in Morgan district, remaining there 
until 1840 upon a farm containing two hun- 
In the 
latter-named year he moved to where Lewis 
W. Runner in the suburbs of 
Morgantown, where he spent the remainder 
of his active life, dying in 1855. Up until 
1836, when his health became impaired, he 


dred and sixty acres of good land. 


now lives 


led an active and successful business life. 
He was twice married; his first marriage 
took place before he came to West Virginia, 
and resulted in the birth of two children, who 
died in early childhood. 
was with Elizabeth Thomas, of Maryland, and 
resulted in the birth of eight children: Mi- 
chael, who for a number of years was a mer- 
chant of this county, and then located in the 


His second marriage 


state of Missouri; William, deceased, was a 
farmer of this county; Daniel died in early 
manhood; Annie, deceased; James K., de- 
ceased, was a tailor of this county; Henry, 
deceased, was a carpenter by trade; Eliza- 
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beth, deceased, was the wife of Joseph Smell, | 


of this county, and Lewis W., who received | 


his education in the old Monongalia academy, 
then a famous institution of learning. 


Leav- | 


ing school he learned the trade of tailor, but | 


never followed the craft He purchased a 


farm of one hundred and sixteen acres in , 


1848 on Decker’s creek in Morgan district 


and remained upon it for seventeen years, | 


when he removed to where he now lives, his 
father’s old home, on the borders of Morgan- 


parative retirement. 
great interest in the cultivation of the bee in- 
dustry, and for the last ten years has gone into 
the business rather extensively, and now owns 
not less than twenty-five good stands of bees 
of the Italian variety. 

During the late Civil War he was a member 
of the state militia and was three times called 
to the front, once to Grafton, once to Fairmont, 
and the last time to Camp Runner on the 
Kingwood pike. On April 30, 1848, Mr. Run- 


ner and Caroline Hess, daughter of John | 


Hess, of this county, were united in marriage. 
———_6s——____ 


ACOB MINOR, a prosperous farmer and a 
descendant of one of the pioneer families 


of Clay district, Monongalia county, is a son | 


of William and Margaret (Lantz) Minor, and 
was born January 25, 1828, in Greene county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Samuel Minor, grandfather, was a native of 
Greene county, but became one of the first set- 


tlers in the district of Clay. He located on | 
Dunkard creek, where he purchased a large | 


tract of six hundred acres of land upon which 


he built a grist mill which he operated the | 


remainder of his life. 


age of eighty years. He 


married Susan 


He has always taken a | 


| their manners and customs. 


a daughter of Alexander Klegg, who, 


Klegg, 
together with his two daughters, Susan and 


After 
being held in captivity for a time, he andone 


Pegg 


ggy, were captured by the Indians. 


daughter, Susan, made good their escape, and 
the freedom of the other daughter was pur- 
chased after being in captivity for three years. 
She had been with them so long that she had 
learned their language and absorbed many of 
To Samuel and 


_ Susan (Klegg) Minor were born eleven chil- 
town, since which time he has lived in com- | 





| 
i 


dren, of whom William, father, was among 
Upon the death of his first 
wife Samuel Minor married Millie Lancaster, 


the youngest. 


and they became the parents of eleven chil- 
dren. 

William Minor, father, was born on the old 
Minor homestead on Dunkard creek in May 
of 1797 and died on Miracle run in the same 
district in 1883. 
and he was a democrat of the Jacksonian cast 


Farming was his avocation, 


in political belief and practice and served as a 
justice of the peace for a number of years. 
Jacob Minor, the subject of this sketch, mar- 
ried on April 28, 1857, Catherine, a daughter 
of Isaac and Elizabeth (Johnson) Thrall. 
Her grandfather on the paternal side of the 


family was Richard Thrall, a native of near 


Hancock, Virginia, but removed to Monon- 
galia county, and became a renter on the old 
Minor homestead, and afterwards purchased 
a tract of land on King’s run, where he lived 
He served as a 
Her father 
was born January 30, 1799, and died on 


the remainder of his life. 
soldier in the Revolutionary War. 


Dunkard creek, where Jacob Minor now lives, 
about one mile from Blacksville, on Septem- 
ber 6, 1867. His union with Elizabeth John- 
son resulted in the birth of ten children, eight 


He died in 1859 at the | of whom grew to maturity and reared families. 


Elizabeth Johnson was a daughter of John 
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William Johnson, an emigrant from Germany. | 


| and Arvel L. 


Asa boy he ran away from home and took 
passage on a vessel that landed at Baltimore, 
where he was sold for his passage. He mar- 
ried in Baltimore, Catherine Fries, a daughter 
of George Fries, and removed to Whitley 
creek, in Greene county, Pennsylvania, whence 
they removed to Clay district, Monongalia 
county, where they both died. John William 


Johnson was a skilled mechanic and _ black- 


smith, having learned the trade in the Father- | 


land. 

Jacob Minor received such limited educa- 
tion as the primitive schools of his district 
afforded, and then took up and has always 
He 


followed the pursuits of an agriculturist. 


has been a successful and prosperous farmer, | 


owns three hundred and forty acres of good 
land, located on Dunkard creek, and by in- 
dustry and economy has secured a handsome 
competency. He is a strong democrat politi- 


cally, and, together with his estimable wife, | 


are consistent members of the Baptist church. 
To the marital union of Jacob Minor and 


Catherine Thrall have been born the follow- | 
tina, born March 15, 1794; Elizabeth, born 


ing children: Ruhama, died in infancy ; Lily 
Ann, the wife of Minor Stephens, of Rudolph’s 
run. They have the following children: 
The eldest died in infancy ; Georgia Ida, Wil- 
liam Larance, Malissa C., Aliff Estella, and 
Bessie Gail. The third one of the family is 
Areta Pearson, who married Laura Estelle 
Philips, and resides in Blacksville; Lucetta 
Varena is the wife of Ulysses Grant Dean, of 
Blacksville. They have five children, as _fol- 
lows: Oen Stanley, Ola Ethel, Ossie Ann, 
Jessie V., and Cecil Madie. 


erine John, and lives on his father’s farm. 
William Lucas married Hettie Wade, and 
also resides on the farm (the parents of one 


Isaac Thrall, the | 
fifth in order of age, married Elizabeth Cath- + 





child, Hettie Wade); Catherine Ida, deceased, 


a 


LIJAH C. HENKINS, an intelligent citi- 
zen and an affable gentleman of Clay 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is 
a son of Abraham S. and Elizabeth (Craft) 
Henkins and was born December 2, 1845, in 
Washington county, Pennsylvania. The family 
is of German origin and the name was formerly 
written Henkenius. From records in the 
possession of the subject of this sketch it seems 
that the family first located in this country in 
Pikeland township in the beautiful Chester 
In that 
township, on February 19, 1769, was born 
Peter Henkenius, grandfather of Elijah C. 
Henkins. 


and on May 3, 1788, went to Frederick county, 


valley, Chester county, Pennsylvania. 


He was reared in that township, 


Virginia, where on March 3, 1789, he married 
Catherine Shriver of the same county. They 
became the parents of the following children: 
Margaret, born June 11, 1789; Elijah, born 
May 22, 1791; Susanna, born in 1792; Chris- 


March 11, 1795; Mary, born October 19, 
1796; Rebecca, born March 24,1798; Chris- 
tiana, born November g, 1799; George, born 
September 15, 1801; Alice, born September 
18, 1803; Sarah, born July 18, 1805; Abra- 
ham, born February 16, 1807; and Carrie, 
born April 11, 1809. 

On April 6, 1790, he removed from Fred- 
erick county to Shenandoah county, Virginia, 
1798 
county, settling upon the farm upon which his 
grandson Elijah C. now lives in Clay district, 
where he lived until he died in 1847. 


whence he came in to Monongalia 


By a 
muster-roll in the possession of Elijah C. Hen- 
kins it was shown that he was active in raising 
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the One Hundred and Eighteenth regiment of | 
| Three children, Charley, Goldie Lee and Mary 


Virginia infantry for the War of 1812, and that 


he entered the service as a lieutenant in this | 


regiment. Abraham S. Henkins was born on 


the Monongalia pioneer farm and resided there 


until after his marriage, when he removed to 


the birthplace of his wife, at Prosperity, Morris 
township, Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
whére he pursued farming as an avocation. 
He had the following children: John P., born 
August 25, 1831, entered the standing army 
of the United States in 1853, and has never 
been heard of since; Susan, deceased, was 
born December 15, 1833, married Samuel 
Farrabee and resided in Washington county, 


Pennsylvania; Delila, deceased, born June 4, | 


1837, was the wife of John M. Conklin, of 
Greene county, Pennsylvania; Catherine, born 
December 6, 1838, is the wife of Spencer Stew- 
art, of Greene county; Elizabeth, born Febru- 
ary 4,1841; William Craft, born February 25, 
1843, and Elijah C. 

Elijah C. Henkins was educated in the com- 
mon schools of Pennsylvania and Monongalia 


county. He has always followed farming asa | 


His father 
removed from Washington county to where 


means of securing a livelihood. 


he now lives in 1855, and lived on the old farm 
until he died in 1883, and Elijah C. has lived 
there ever since. He owns three hundred and 
forty acres of good land, a part of the original 
old homestead tract, a large part of which lies 
in Greene county, Pennsylvania. Politically 
Mr. Henkins is a democrat and religiously a 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 


He has been twice married ; his first union was 


on November 22, 1873, to Sarah E., a daughter 
of Asbury Strosnider. To this union were 
born the following children: Addie, the wife 
of David Whitlach, of Greene county; Flora 


S.and John. His second union was with 





Minerva C. Strosnider, a cousin of his first wife. 


Grace, bless this union. 
eens 
OHN W. HANEY, a farmer and fruit 
grower, of Union district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Barney and 
Clara (Dancer) Haney and was born near 
Maidsville, Monongalia county, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, on January 15, 1828. Barney 
Haney, grandfather, was a native of Ireland, 
but emigrated to the United States prior to 
the Revolutionary War, in which memorable 
conflict he served as a soldier seven years. 
After the war he located on a farm near 
Maidsville. 


perous farmer and a man of good judgment, 


He was a prominent and pros- 


being frequently called upon to serve as jury- 
man before the county courts. tae 
Barney Haney, father, was the youngest of a 
large family, and was born on his father’s farm, 
near Maidsville, in Cass district, this county, on 
April 10, 1806. He was a farmer and laborer 
by occupation and a member of the Methodist 
Protestant church. He married Clara Dancer, 
who is yet living at the advanced age of ninety- 
five years, being born January 15, 1800. Seven 
children blessed this marriage: John W., sub- 
ject; Amos, a farmer of Preston county, West 
Virginia; Hannah Jane, the wife of George 
Miller, a farmer of Preston county, West Vir- 
ginia; Rebecca, wife of Alpheus Bolyard, of 
Preston county ; Jonathan, a farmer of Brax- 
ton county, this state, and Sarah and Albert, 
deceased. Mr. Haney was born and brought 
up ona farm and has made farming his life 
work. He owns a farm of thirty-five acres 
in the vicinity of Stewarttown, and is largely 
On August 18, 1862, 
he enlisted in the defence of the flag in com- 


engaged in fruit raising. 
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pany “‘I,” Fourteenth regiment, of the Vir- 
ginia Volunteer infantry, U. S. A., at Morgan- 
town, and served until July 4, 1865, when by 
the reason of expiration of term of service he 
was discharged at Wheeling. He took part 
in a number of hotly contested battles and 
skirmishes, and was captured on the retreat 
from Petersburg to New Creek, but was soon 
paroled. He is a member of the Catholic 
church in religious sentiment, and was one of 
the few who voted for John C. Fremont for 
the presidency in Union district in 1856. On 
March 7, 1850, Mr. Haney married Jane Cole- 
bank, a daughter of James Colebank, a pioneer 
Eight children are 
the issue of this union: Clarissa, deceased, was 


farmer of Union district. 


the wife of Stephen Stewart, of Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania; James M., a blacksmith, located 
at Ohio Pyle Falls, Fayette county; Susan, 
wife of Joseph Stewart, of Union district; 
Mary, deceased, was the wife of Harrison 
Cool, of Preston county; Buena V., wife of 
Ephraim Stewart, of Union district; John C. 
and Willmie, both deceased; Tabitha E., de- 
ceased, was the wife of M. A. Wallace, of this 
county. 


Ree ee S. THOMAS, a thrifty, 

enterprising and intelligent farmer of 
Clay district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of William and Amelia Thomas, 
and was born March 3, 1828, in Clay district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, then Vir- 
ginia. 

Remembrance Thomas is a descendant of 
one of the pioneer families in this part of Vir- 
ginia, now West Virginia. When his grand- 
father, William Thomas, settled on Miracle 
run, a short distance above where it empties 
into Dunkard creek, in what is now Clay dis- 





| trict, that region 


Was not as it is now, the site 
of some of the most productive and most 
but a favorite hunting and 
fishing grounds William 
Thomas settled in the woods which has since 


desirable farms, 
for the Red man. 


been converted into the farm upon which the 
subject of this sketch now lives. Some time 
prior to 1789, he had married a lady by the 
name of Elizabeth Vanmeter, and while out 
in the field industriously at work converting 
the wilderness into a home, a fit place for the 
dwelling of civilized man, he was shot by the 
Indians. Having been warned that the Indians 
were on a hill near by and realizing his danger, 
he commenced to unhitch his horses, prepara- 
tory to making his escape. While in this act 
he was shot, and then concealed himself ina 
fallen tree top, but soon died from the effects 
of the shot, on April 21, 1789. The Indians 
cut the harness from the horses, took them 
His wife with one child, Wil- 
liam, father, who was then an infant, having 
been born on December 17, 1788, made her 
escape. All that night she lay in a laurel 
thicket with her four months old baby. How 
anxious she was lest the child would cry and 


and escaped. 


thus reveal to the savages her hiding place no 
one can know but herself. Fortunately, how- 
ever, her retreat was not discovered and the 
baby boy lived to grow to manhood, to take 
up the work began by her husband and to 
cheer her life and comfort her old age. 
Having grown to manhood he married 
Amelia Swan, and they became the parents 
of eleven children: Sarah, William, Jesse, 
Thomas Hughes, Artymacy, Amelia, Ellis, 
Saul, Nimry, Cyrus and Remembrance Swan. 
Remembrance Swan Thomas has always 
been a firm believer in the efficacy of the 
principles and policies of the democratic party, 


with which party he has always voted. He is 
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a man possessing in an eminent degree the | 
confidence and respect of the community in | 
which he lives. He is known to the people as 


aman of good judgment, strict integrity and 


probity of character, qualities of head and 
heart that make him eminently competent as 
a justice of the peace, to which office he has | 


been called once by a vote of the people. | 
Religiously he is a member of the Baptist | 
church and has served the church organiza- 
tion in the capacity of deacon and Sunday- 
school superintendent. 

On March 15, 1849, Mr. Thomas and Mary | 
Johnson, daughter of William Johnson, of 
Pennsylvania, were united in marriage. To 
their marital alliance have been born the fol- | 
Sarah Jane, the wife of | 
Remem- 


lowing children: 
Ingram Kent. Their children are: 
brance, Ellsworth, Mary Iona, Harriet Nettie, 
Ella Jane and William. Saul Thomas wedded 
Margaret Adelaide Marsh, and they are the 
parents of the following children: Mary E., | 
Nancy Ann, Martha Jane, Laura Dell and 


Ralph Marsh. 








o——— 


ORNELIUS ELLSWORTH JOHNSON, 
an intelligent citizen and a prosperous 
farmer of Clay district, is a son of Henry and 
Elizabeth (Oliver) Johnson, and was born July 
17, 1837, in Greene county, Pennsylvania. | 
His grandfather, Cornelius Johnson, was born 
in England, on January 31, 1737, but whena | 
young man came to America, seeking a home 


in the land of the free. He located on the 


Forks of Dunkard creek, in. Greene county, 


where he followed the pursuits of agriculture. 
Henry Johnson, father, was born in this 
pioneer home on December 30, 1798, and died 
in the same locality on June 24, 1874. Farm- 
He was a 





ing was his avocation all his life. 
democrat in political matters up to the Civil | 


| War, when he became a strong Union man 


and an active republican. For fifty years he 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. On March 30, 1823, he married 
Elizabeth Oliver, who was born December 8, 
1804, and died January 15, 1850. They be- 
came the parents of the following children: 
Eleanor; Nancy, married Josephus T. Myers, 
now deceased; John O., who was a soldier in 
the Civil War, and was killed at Winchester, 
Virginia; Sarah Jane; Margaret, deceased, 
was the wife of David M. Leggett; Elizabeth 
Ann, deceased, was the wife of Noah Piles; 
Cornelius E., subject of sketch; George A., a 


| farmer of Marion county, who married Minerva 


Barrackman; and Joseph B., who died at the 
Mr. Johnson 


received his schooling under the subscription 


age of eight years in 1851. 


school curriculum, obtaining a good element- 
ary education. He took up farming, and has 
On October 11, 1876, he 
fell from an apple tree and sustained injuries 
The shock 


caused reflex paralysis, rendering him almost 
helpless. Since that time he has devoted 


always pursued it. 


that have crippled him for life. 


himself largely to the cultivation of his mind 


| by study and general reading, and he is 
| to-day one of the best posted men in his 


neighborhood on the current events of the 
day, as well as possessing an unusual fund of 
knowledge. He owns a farm on Dunkard 
creek, containing 110 acres, well improved, 
which is one of the most desirable in the dis- 
trict, and also 70 acres on Doll's run, in the 


oil belt of the county. He is a republican in 


| politics, and a member of the Methodist 


Episcopal church, and prior to his misfortune 
took a prominent and active part in all church 
work, serving as class-leader and superinten- 
dent of the Sabbath-school. 

On May 5, 1872, he married Lousina Ten- 
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nant, a daughter of Washington Tennant. | 
They have the following children: Oliver | 
Vernon, born March 6, 1873; Zoe, born 
March 16, 1876, is the wife of George A. | 
Hoskins, of Mooresville, this county; Della, | 
born June 5, 1877; Herbert Clifton, born 
February 26, 1885. 





————$S5 —____——_—. 


ILLIAM HOWELL, a farmer of Clinton 
district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 

ginia, is a son of Leven and Ann (King) 
Howell, and was born in Monongalia county, 
district, three miles 
17, 


grandfather, was of 


in what is now Clinton 
south of Morgantown, December 
1823. Samuel Howell, 


English ancestry, but was born near Lees- 


on 


burg, Fauquier county, Virginia, where he 
cultivated the arts of husbandry all his life 
and where he died. 

Leven Howell, father, was born near Lees- 
burg, in the year 1806, and came to Monon- 
galia county in about 1820, just prior to his 
marriage, and settled in what is now Clinton 
district, three miles from Morgantown, where 
he located on a farm and, together with agri- 
cultural pursuits, pursued his trade, that of 
a plasterer and bricklayer, until the latter part 
of his life, when he lived retired. Politically 
he was a strong whig, and later a stanch 
republican and union man, but never sought 
or held office. 


tages for securing an education in his younger 


He did not have many advan- 


days, but later in life became a great reader 
and a close student, and in this way acquired 
a very fair education. He was a member of 
the Baptist church, and for over a quarter of 
a century was a local minister of that church, 
and also rode one year as a missionary. He was 
a forceful and logical speaker, and did a vast 
amount of good in the cause of his Divine Mas- 
10 








ter. He was twice married, first time to Ann 
King, by whom he had eight sons and one 
Mrs. Ann King Howell died in 
1870, at the age of about sixty years, and he 


married, as his second wife, Mary E. Elliott, 


daughter. 


and three children blessed this union. 
William Howell was reared upon his father’s 
farm, where he remained until after his mar- 
riage, at the age of twenty-four, when he 
purchased land about seven miles south of 
Morgantown, where he cleared up a farm of 
two hundred acres. He lived there until 
after the close of the war, when he purchased 
the Darnell farm, near his first farm, and has 
since lived upon it. He is a republican in 
politics, but takes no interest further than to 
vote his sentiments. For thirty years he has | 
been a deacon in the Goshen Baptist church, 
and is thoroughly in sympathy with every 
move which has for its object the betterment 
of the people and the evangelization of the 
race. His marital union with Eliza Lanham, 
daughter of Thomas Lanham, of Clinton dis- 
trict, was celebrated March 30, 1848, and has 
resulted in the birth of the following chil- 
in the 


West Virginia University, and then entered 


dren: Fleming, who was educated 


upon the study of medicine under the pre- 
ceptorship of Dr. Hugh Brock, of Morgan- 
town, attended Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, one year, Medical Department 
of the University of Maryland at Baltimore 


one term, and graduated from a New York 


college in the class of 1880, and for the last 
fifteen years has 
West Virginia. 
surgeon and has performed some very diffi- 


practiced at Clarksburg, 
He is regarded as a skilled 


cult feats in this fieid of the profession; Mary 
A., the wife of John Lucas, a carpenter and 
contractor of Grafton, West Virginia; one 
died in infancy; Leven died at the age of one 
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year; Teressa married MacChipp, a merchant 
of Georgetown, Grant district, this county ; 
Luther J., at home engaged in the mercantile 
business and is postmaster at Ridgedale ; and 
Jasper Newton, deceased. 





Oo 





NDREW JACKSON JONES, an intelli- 

gent citizen and farmer of Clinton dis- 

trict, and a gentleman who traces his ancestry 

to the Norman conquest, is ason of David W. 

and Mary (Caruthers) Jones, and was born 

near Smithtown, in what is now Clinton dis- 
trict, September 16, 1835. 

The little principality of Wales has contrib- 
uted many intelligent families to make up the 
sum total of American prosperity, industry 
and enterprise ; among such families were the 
ancestors of the subject of this sketch. Seek- 
ing more freedom than was accorded him in 
_ his native country, with its dense population 
and economic conditions, David Jones, grand- 
father, with his wife Mary and one son, left 
Wales for the land across the sea, whose hos- 
pitable shores he reached June 4, 1801, and 
settled in Washington county, 
where he and his wife both died, he in the 
year 1805, and the latter on September 29, 
1803. He could not subscribe to the dogmas 
of the Established church of England and 
therefore became an active dissenter. 


Divid W. Jones was born June 16, 1797, | 


| from Baron Somerville, who came with the 


and was therefore but four years of age when 


brought to this country. After the death of | 
ers, Jr., was born in the year 1759, and mar- 


his parents he came in about 1810 to Smith- 


town, Monongalia county, and located for a | 


time on Big Indian creek, but after his mar- 


riage, which occurred on August 28, 1825, | 


located in Clinton district, where he died No- 
vember 8, 1864. By avocation a farmer, and 
in religious faith a member of the Methodist 





Maryland, | 





Episcopal church, and later of the Methodist 
Protestant church; he was an active and con- 
sistent Christian worker. The marital union 
of David Jones and. Mary Caruthers resulted 
in the birth of six children: Mary Ellen, born 
July 11, 1826, became the wife of Z. M. Clel- 
land, now deceased, a resident of Marion 
county, West Virginia; John C., born May 
16, 1828, lived and died in Marion county, 
this state; Rebecca A., born May 23, 1830, 
married Oliver Travis and resides in Clinton 
district; Andrew J., subject; Divid W., born 
February 26, 1839, died at home; Thomas G., 
born September 25, 1841, and died when a 
young man. 

The remote ancestors of Mr. Jones on the 
maternal side of the family are of Scotch-Irish 
origin, the Caruthers being among those fami- 
lies that left Scotland and passed over to the 
North of Ireland, the cradle of the Scotch- 
Irish race. On the height above the ancient 
hamlet of Caruthers, in Dumfrieshire, Scotland, 


| stood the British fortlet whence came the 


name of Caer-rhy-thyr, which signifies the fort 
of assault. John Caruthers lived in county 
Derry, in the province of Ulster, Ireland, and 
was captured in 1759 by the French at the 
siege of Gibralter, but was returned after a 
number of years, having received harsh treat- 
ment. His wife was a Miss Somerville, a de- 
scendent of an ancient and honorable Scottish 


family, of the same name, being descended 
Normans in 1066. Grandfather John Caruth- 
ried Catharine McCauley in 1785. He was 
in the English army under the command of 
George Brydges Rodney, vice-admiral, who 
went in pursuit of Count De Grasse, the French 


commander, then preparing to sail to the aid 
of the Americans in the Revolutionary War. 
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The battle took place April 12, 1782, and re- 
sulted in an utter defeat of the French. He 
came to America in 1789, and after a short 
stay at Wilmington, Delaware, came to Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, located on. Crooked 
run, and at about the end of the eighteenth 


century removed near Smithtown, Monongalia | 
county, where he died August 18, 1834. He | 


was the father of nine children. A. J. Jones 
was reared and has always lived in Clinton 
district. He attended the common schools, 
where he obtained the elements of an educa- 
tion, but being a great reader and student, by 
far the most valuable part of his education has 
come through reading, and he is one of the 
best posted men on general events and current 
topics in the county. He served in the Con- 
federate army under General ‘ Stonewall” 
Jackson, in the Twentieth Virginia cavalry 
for three years, and was present at the surren- 
der of Jackson’s army corps. 

On October 10, 1867, he married Mary Gal- 
lahue, of Marion county, and five children 
were born to this union: Clarence, born July 
21, 1868, and died June 25, 1894; Julia H., 
born March 19, 1872; Bruce H., born October 
14, 1873, and died January 28, 1892; Gay, 
born April 5, 1875, and Brent S., born Feb- 
ruary 15, 1877. 


Ss 








LBERT GALLATIN CHAPLIN, an in- 
telligent and enterprising citizen, farmer, 


and merchant of Clay district, Monongalia | 


county, West Virginia, is a son of William 
and Elizabeth (Lantz) Chaplin, and was born 
April 20, 1832, near Bald Hill, Dunkard 


township, Greene county, Pennsylvania. The | 
family of which Mr. Chaplin is a worthy rep- | 


resentative is an old one of the State of Mary- 
land. His grandfather, John Chaplin, with 
one brother, Thomas, removed from that state 


| 





to the present territory of Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, at an early period in the his- 
tory of the country. Thomas, after a short 
time, removed to Wheeling, where he became 
the founder of one of the more prominent 
families. John Chaplin soon removed to Bald 
Hill, in Greene county, and located ona farm, 
where he died, and underneath the sod of 
His 
marriage resulted in the birth of the following 
children : William, Joseph, John, Katie, Sallie, 
Rebecca and Polly. 

William Chaplin, father of the subject of 
this sketch, was born on his father’s farm, 


which his ashes now peacefully repose. 


near Bald Hill, in Greene county, Pennsylva- 
nia, where he was reared, and where he lived 
until he married, which was in about the 
year 1829, when he moved to Meadow run, 
where he continued to reside until about the 
year 1857, when he moved to Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, where he remained 
until the year 1860, when he located in Har- 
rison county, West Virginia, where he contin- 
ued to reside unti! his death, which occurred 
in about the year 1877 or 1878. Whena 
young man he learned the trade of a wagon- 
maker, which trade he followed most of his 
life, but was also engaged, ina limited way, 
in farming. Up to that crisis in the history 
of the country which threatened the disrup- 
tion of the Federal Union he was a democrat, 
but could not agree with that party in its 
attitude upon the questions incident to the 
Civil War. He therefore became a republican 
and a strong Union man. He married Miss 
Elizabeth Rumble (veé Lantz), and had eight 
children: Marcus L., a farmer of Kansas; 
Alfred G., subject; John, who died at the age 
of fourteen years; William Alexander, who 


| died in early boyhood; Edward Jackson, of 


Gilmer county, this State; Maria, the only 
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sister, lives in the West; and Thomas Jefferson 
lives on the old home place in Harrison 
county, West Virginia. 

Albert G. Chaplin attended the subscription 
schools of his neighborhood, conducted in the 
old log school-houses, with their primitive 
furnishings characteristic of the day, receiving 
under this régime but a limited education. 
He learned the trade of wagon-maker with 
his father, who put him to work when he was 
too small to reach to the top of the work- 
bench. At the age of twenty-five years he 
took up carpentering and mill-wrighting, and 
went to Harrison county, where he plied his 
trade until 1862. Upon the latter date he 
entered the service of his country in defense 
of the flag and against the dismemberment of 
the States, as a soldier 
Eighth regiment, Pennsylvania reserves, un- 
der Captain Kent. He enlisted for three 
years, but at the end of fourteen months was 


in company “I,” 


discharged because of physical disability, in- 
After he had suffi- 
ciently recuperated he took up farming in 


curred in line of duty. 
Marion county as a renter. He remained 
there one year, when he went to Harrison 
county and took charge of his father’s farm, it 
being his intention to move then, but was de- 
terred on account of the sickness of his wife. 
He then came back to Monongalia county 
and located near where he now lives, where 
he remained until 1870, when he purchased 
the farm upon which he now lives,—a farm 
containing 120 acres of good producing land 
located on Dunkard creek, to the cultivation 
of which he has given the major portion of 
his attention. He is a mechanic of recognized 
skill and ability, and has frequently been 
called upon to superintend the building of 
bridges and other mechanical enterprises re- 
quiring the use of the highest mechanical skill 














and genius. Recently he has gone into the 
mercantile business in a building which he 
has erected for that purpose on his farm. 
Politically he is a;democrat, and believes in a 
Jacksonian enforcement of Jeffersonian prin- 
ciples, and is a trustee of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, of which he has been a member 
Mr. Chaplin 


married Mahala Alene, a daughter of Moses 


for over forty years at Olive. 


and Mary Strosnider. This union has been 
blessed in the birth of the following children: 
Virginia Belle, born April 26, 1865, and died 
May 15, 1891; James L., born October 28, 
1867, married Louie Emery, who is a carpen- 
ter by trade, and resides at Blacksville, this 
county; Chatie E., born September 6, 1870; 
William Thompson, born December 19, 1872, 
and Benjamin Moses, born October 15, 1876. 

Mr. Chaplin’s home is truly a pleasant one, 
and may the wings of love and peace ever 
overshadow the same. 


————————_—_— 


AMES N. DAVIS, the leading gas-fitter. 
plumber and tin-roofer in Monongalia 
county, is a son of James and Nancy (Reed) 
Davis, and was born on a farm near Morgan- 
town, September 8, 1840. The grandfather 
of James N. Davis was Rev. John Davis, a 
native of New Jersey. 


Scotch-Irish stock, and emigrated at an early 


He was of sturdy 


day to what was known as “ The Flats,” near 
Morgantown, Monongalia county, where he 
followed the avocation of a farmer, and where 
he died February 30, 1825, at the age of 
seventy-three years, two months and twenty- 
one days. James Davis, father, was born on 
the Davis homestead, near Morgantown, in 
Morgan district, and lived in that locality all 
his life. 


Oakmont cemetery, at Morgantown. 


His remains now rest in peace in 
When 
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; ee | . > 
a young man he learned the trade of a car- | and slate-roofing business in Morgantown and 


penter, and became a skilled workman at his | 


trade. He drifted into contracting and build- 
ing, in which line he did a large and lead- 
He 


also owned a farm of one hundred and fifty 


ing business for a number of years. 


surrounding towns and country. They have 
continued in this business to the present time, 
and through strict attention to their business 


have achieved a well-earned success, and 


_ are justly ranked the leaders in this line of 


acres, to the successful cultivation of which he | 


gave some attention. He belonged to that 
political school who pinned their faith to the 
principles of the old-line Whig party, and 
was a consistent member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 

He married Nancy, a daughter of William 
Reed, a farmer of Union district, this county, 


and had, as a result of this union, nine chil- | 


dren: Lucinda, widow of Rev. William St. 
Clair, of Middlefield, Missouri; Alstopheus, 
a carpenter, died at the age of thirty years; 
Coleman, a farmer, of Morgan district, this 
county ; Elizabeth, who married George W. 
Laishley, a farmer, of Union district, this 


county ; Mary, died in infancy; Malissa, wife — 


of Samuel W. McVicker, a prominent farmer 
of Morgan district; James N., subject ; French 


E.,a manufacturer of artificial stone for pav- | 


ing purposes, a resident of Pittsburg, Kansas. 

James N. Davis received his educational 
training in the old Morgantown Academy, 
but in 1864 laid aside his books and took up 
the sword in the cause of the Union as against 
secession and disunion. 
vice in company “E,” Seventeenth regiment 


He entered the ser- 


volunteer infantry, and served until the close | 


of the war. After the close of the conflict he 
returned to his native county, and until 1883 


work in Monongalia county. Fraternally, a 
respected member of the Knights of Honor ; 
religiously, a consistent member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church, and politically, a republi- 
can from principle, Mr. Davis takes a com- 
mendable interest in all of these social, 
religious and political bodies. 

January 1, 1873, he was united in marriage 
with Helen, a daughter of the late Thomas 
Hare, of this county. To them have been 
born: George W., a cigarmaker, of Morgan- 
town; Fred, a student at the West Virginia 


University, and Ralph, a student. 


—_— OO 


ILAS WISMAN, a retired tanner and 
farmer, and a representative citizen of 
Grant district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of Philip and Christina (Hess) 
Wisman, and was born in Rockingham county, 
Virginia, September 4, 1814. 

George Wisman, paternal grandfather, was 
of German lineage, born, it is presumable, in 
Germany, but settled in the ‘“‘Old Dominion,” 
prior to the Revolutionary War. Soon after 
coming to this state, he located near Wood- 
stock, Shenandoah county, where he pursued 
the avocation of a farmer until his death, 


_ which occurred in the early ’30’s, at an ad- 


was engaged in the peaceful pursuits of agri- — 


culture about one mile from Morgantown, in 
Morgan district. 
of Davis and Huston, consisting of himself and 


vanced age. The family is noted for longevity, 


'many of them having passed three-score 


At the latter date, the firm | 


Mr. Huston, was organized for the purpose | 
of carrying on a gas and steam-fitting, and tin | 


and ten, the scriptural allotted age of man. 
Philip Wisman, father, was born in the old 

and historic Shenandoah valley, near the 

town of Woodstock, in the year 1787. There 
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he grew to manhood, and there he learned 
He 
followed that trade at the place of his nativity 


the trade of a tanner with his brother. 


until 1816, when he and his family, consisting | 


of himself, wife and son, Silas, the subject of 
this sketch, removed to Monongalia county, 


Virginia, settling on the old Morgantown | 


road, near Laurel Point, in what is now Grant 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
He owned a farm of three hundred acres, 
upon which he erected a tan-yard soon after 
settling there. He operated the tan-yard and 
the farm conjointly until 1840, when his son 
Silas succeeded to the tanning business; sub- 
sequently he farmed exclusively until his 
death To57." He 


daughter of Abraham Hess, a native and life- 


in married Christina, a 
long resident of Shenandoah county, Virginia, 
and to them was born a family of six children, 
five sons and one daughter, all of whom are 
deceased, except Silas, the eldest son, and 
Abraham, who is a prosperous and well-to-do 
farmer of Grant district. 

Silas Wisman was only eighteen months 
old when the family settled in Grant district. 
He was educated in the subscription schools 
of his day, and learned the tanning business 
with his father, with whom he was employed 
until 1840, when he succeeded to the business. 
Operating the plant successfully until 1853, 
he relinquished the business because he could 
no longer compete with the larger plants, 
which had the advantages of better railroad 
In the 
meantime, he had carefully husbanded the 
profits of his business, which he judiciously 
invested in lands. 


facilities and improved machinery. 


Hence, he immediately 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, 
and the collateral industries of stock-raising, 


stock-dealing and grazing. In this, as in his 








former business, his labors have been crowned | 


with financial success. He owned six hun- 
dred acres of arable land, in Grant district, 
which he divided among his children, except 


He 


now lives in practical retirement, enjoying the 


fifty-two acres upon which he resides. 


comforts of acommodious home and pleasant 
surroundings. Politically he is a democrat, 
and a firm believer in the principles and pre- 
cepts of democracy, as taught by Jefferson, 
Jackson and Calhoun. 

On November 13, 1839, the nuptials were 
celebrated which made Mr. Wisman and Miss 
Achsah Smith 


daughter of Anthony Smith, who was a native 


husband and wife. She is a 
of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, but who 
settled in Ciinton district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, soon after his marriage to 
Achsah Woodmancy. Mr. Smith was a far- 
mer, cattle-drover, anda general business man. 
He served as justice of the peace for a great 
many years, and became sheriff by virtue of 
being the eldest justice in the county, in point 
of service. He, however, sold the office to 
another gentleman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wisman are the parents of 
five children, three sons and two daughters : 
Anthony S.,a farmer of Grant district, mar- 
ried Maggie Morgan; Christina A., the con- 
sort of James Hurry, who is a farmer and 
stock dealer of Bridgeport, Harrison county, 
West Virginia; Philip B., a farmer of Grant 
district, married Jane Miller; A. Marietta, the 
wife of George Roby, who is a farmer of 
Grant district; James B., a farmer of Grant 
district, married Ida Hood. 


ee 


OSEPH S. LAZZELL, a prominent farmer 
and dealer of Grant district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, was born in what is 
now Cass district, Monongalia county, West 
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He is a son of 
The 


Virginia, on January 1, 1828. 
Thomas and Rebecca (Bowlby) Lazzell. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ancestors of Joseph S. Lazzell were of French | 


nativity; his grandfather, Thomas Lazzell, was | 


born near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, whence | 


he emigrated at an early day to what is now | 


Grant district, Monongalia county. 
one of the pioneers in that section, and a local 
minister in the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Thomas Lazzell, father, was born in what is 
now Cass district, about 1788, and died in the 


same district in 1868. He was a very suc- 


He was | 


cessful business man and farmer and stock- | 


raiser, owning about eighteen hundred acres 
of well-improved land. 

He was a consistent member and an active 
worker in the. Methodist Episcopal church, 
holding the offices of class-leader and steward. 

Politically he was a whig and then a repub- 
lican, and was one among the very few in his 
district that voted for Lincoln in 1860. He 
married Rebecca, a daughter of James Bowlby, 
of German ancestry, and an emigrant from 
Trenton, New Jersey, to Cass district. This 
marriage resulted in the birth of twelve 
children: James, a farmer of Cass district; 
Thomas, deceased, late a farmer of Cass dis- 


trict; Mary, deceased, was the wife of Zeni 


Ramsey, of Cass district; John, a farmer and 
dealer of Cass district; Samuel, died in early 
manhood; Lydia, the wife of John H. Mur- 


along which lines of business he has been 
uniformly successful. In 1854 he removed to 
his present home at Granville, in Grant dis- 
trict, and for a time dealt considerably in 
His first 
union was on January 1, 1857, to Miss Caro- 


line, a daughter of William Durbin, a butcher 


grain. He has been twice married. 


and teamster of Morgantown. Two children 
were the issue of this union—one died in 
infancy, and Martha, who died in childhood. 
Mrs. Caroline Durbin Lazzell died on April 
26, 1862, and on October 7, 1875, he married, 


as his second wife, Miss Elizabeth, a daughter 


| of Samuel Coburn, late of Barbour county: 


this state. 
peed Nocti 
Peres E. LOUGH, senior member of the 
firm of Lough Brothers, wagon-makers 
and carriage-builders, of Morgantown, was 
born August 7, 1844, in Monongalia county, 
West Virginia. His parents were Matthew 
and Malinda (Coodry) Lough. 

Mr. Lough is of Irish ancestry, his grand- 
father, Joseph Lough, having emigrated from 
that country at an early day and located in 
Monongalia county, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his days engaged in the pursuits 
of a farmer. 

In this county, in 1805, was born Matthew 


| Lough, the father of the subject of this sketch. 





dock, of Kingwood, West Virginia; Joseph | 


S., subject; Cornelius, a farmer of Cass dis- | 


trict; Nancy, wife of John Kuner, of Cass | 
district; William, a farmer of West Overton, | 


Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and Matilda, 
wife of Peter Lazzell, of Cass district. Mr. 


He lived all his life in the county, and died 
in Grant district in 1889. 

He followed farming as a vocation, and 
politically adhered to the principles of the 
democratic party until the republican party 
was born, when he espoused the cause of 


| the new party. Religiously he was a member 


lazzell attended the subscription schools of | 


his district and commenced life on his own 
account as a farmer, to which was afterward 
added stock dealing on an extensive scale, 


of the Presbyterian church. 

His marriage with Malinda Coodry, who 
was born in this county in 1817, and is yet 
living, resulted in the birth of a number of 
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children, among whom are Alvey E. and John 
M., who constitute the firm of Lough Brothers. 

Alvey E. Lough became united in mar- 
riage, March 2, 1884, with Jane B. Price, 
daughter of William Price, of Monongalia 
county. Mr. 
common schools of the county, and learned 


Lough was educated in the 


the trade of a carpenter, which he followed 
for a time, when he, in 1870, formed a partner- 
ship with his elder brother, William C. Lough, 
and established a carriage and wagon-making 
Upon the death of his 
brother, in 1885, John M. Lough, his younger 


business at Cassville. 


brother, succeeded to a half interest in the 
business. This business alliance has con- 
tinued to the present time. 

In 1893 the firm removed tu Morgantown, 
and built a large and finely-equipped factory 
on the lands of the Morgantown Improvement 
company. The firm of Lough Brothers has 
a reputation for doing first-class work in their 
line, and their product finds an easy market 
in the county and adjacent country. 





on 


| OER) S WILLIAM SLEEPER 

ALDRICH, in charge of the chair of 
Mechanical Engineering and the Mechanic 
Arts in the West Virginia State University, is 
a son of George Wells and Sarah Edith 
(Sleeper) Aldrich, and was born March 3, 
1863, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The great-great-grandfather of Prof. Aldrich 
was Isaiah Aldrich, born 1749, near Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, and whose father had 
settled near Smithville, Rhode Island, on 
emigrating from England, shortly before this 
date. Isaiah Aldrich, when about twenty 
years of age, moved into Vermont, where he 
settled at Hartland, in Windsor county, as a 


farmer. His brother, Noah, born 1755, also 








settled in the same place and served as a 
soldier from the state of Vermont in the Revo- 
lutionary War. His younger brother, David, 
born about 1761, settled in the western part 
of Massachusetts, near Adams, in Berkshire 
county. Isaiah Aldrich was united in mar- 
riage to Lydia Jennie, unto whom were born 
Noah, Isaiah, Mary, Lydia and Lavinia; he 
died in 1827. 

The great-grandfather of the subject of our 
sketch was Noah Aldrich, born 1787, at Hart- 
land, Vermont. He was married to Lydia 
Herrick, daughter of Stephen Herrick and 
Rebecca McCray, of Randolph, Vermont, 
and unto them were born Stephen, Rebecca, 
Isaiah, Lorenzo, Juliet, Elvira, Adelaine, Lucia 
and Francelia; he died in 1851. It is through 
Stephen Herrick, who served in the Revolu- 
tionary War, that Prof. Aldrich is able to trace 
this branch of his family descent, by means of 
the “ Herrick Genealogy” back to Henry of 
Salem,—Henerie Hericke, the fifth son of Sir 
William Hericke, born at Beau Manor, county 
of Leicester, England, 1604,—through whom 
this family line in England may be traced with 
much precision and shown to have derived its 
descent from Eric the Forester of the royal 
line of Sweden. 

The grandfather of Prof. Aldrich was Isaiah 
Aldrich, born January 21, 1815, at Hartland, 
Vermont. He was married to Nancy Eaton 
Wells, daughter of David Wells and Sarah 
Eaton, of Plymouth, New Hampshire, and 
unto them were born Sarah, George, Charles, 
Ella and Walter. 


home of his parents to Medfield, Massachu- 


In 1845 he went from the 


setts, engaging in general merchandizing busi- 
ness; previous to this he had taught school 
in Vermont, for seven terms of as many dif- 
ferent years. In 1853 he moved with his 


family to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he 
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engaged in business. Later in life he went to 
reside with his son, George, in Burlington, 
New Jersey, where he died May 3, 1892. 


The father of the subject of this memoir was 


| 
| 
\ 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


George Wells Aldrich, born January 30, 1839, | 


at Hartland, Vermont. 


the common schools of Medfield, Massachu- , 


setts, the academy of Royalton, Vermont, 
and in the English and classical school of 
Mr. James T. Allen, at West Newton, Massa- 
chusetts. 
engaged in business with his father. He was 


married to Sarah Edith Sleeper, daughter of 


William Sleeper, of Philadelphia, and Edith | 


Atkinson, and unto them was born but one 
child, the subject of thissketch. He was a mem- 


berof company A, Philadelphia City Guards,an | 
organization that stood ready for action in the | 


crisis which threatened the dismemberment of 


the Union; he received an honorable discharge | 


after a short-term enlistment. In 1863 he 
‘went to Burlington, New Jersey, to reside and 
to conduct the business of packing canned 
goods, his chief vocation throughout life; he 
died there April 7, 1892. 

The great-grandfather of Prof. Aldrich, on 
the maternal side, was Nehemiah Sleeper, 
native of the state of New York, and who 
married Mary Green, daughter of Israel Green 


and Ann Cornell, of New York state. Unto 


them were born William, Sharon, Israel, Edwin | 


and Hannah. 


The grandfather of our subject was William | 


Sleeper, born in 1803, who was united in mar- 
riage to Edith Atkinson, daughter of Samuel 
Atkinson and Hannah Grubb; 
were born Nehemiah and Sarah. He moved 
from Philadelphia to Burlington, New Jersey, 


unto them 


about 1863, and engaged in the packing of | 
canned goods, till he died, October 14, 1876. | 


In 1853 he came to Philadelphia and | 


He was educated in | 





William Sleeper Aldrich graduated from the — 


high school of Burlington, New Jersey, in the 
class of 1878. On October 1, 1879, he en- 
tered, by competitive examination, the United 
States Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Mary- 
land, as a cadet engineer. He graduated in 
1883 “with distinction,” having attained over 
eighty-five per cent. of the general average 
for the four years’ course. He then resigned 
from the position in the naval service, which 
came to him by reason of the course which 
he had taken at Annapolis, and, in the fall of 
1883, entered the Stevens Institute of Tech- 
nology, at Hoboken, New Jersey, from which 
he graduated, in the class of 1884, with the 
degree of Mechanical Engineer. Having 
written a thesis upon an experimental investi- 
gation of the Ball engine, he was engaged the 
following year with the Bal! Engine company 
of Erie, Pennsylvania, in the shops and draft- 
ing-room. 
For two sessions, those of 1885-6 and 
1886-7, he was professor of Mathematics, 
Surveying and Drafting in the Boys’ High 
In the 
vacation of 1886, he was engaged in the draw- 


School of Reading, Pennsylvania. 


ing-room of the Baldwin Locomotive Works 
of Philadelphia. Having entered upon a com- 
petitive examination in the spring of 1887, for 
the position of teacher of drawing in the 
Philadelphia High School, he won second 
honors and received an appointment in the 
Philadelphia Manual Training High School, 
which he held during the sessions of 1887-8 
and 1888-9. The summer vacation of 1888 
was spent abroad traveling in Europe, mak- 
ing visits to engineering establishments and 
technical schools in the interests of profes- 
sional and educational work. He was engaged 
in electrical testing, in the summer of 1880, in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and in New York city. 
In October of 1889 he was appointed instruc- 
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tor in drawing in ‘the Electrical Engineering 
department of the Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, improving his opportunities at the 
same time by attending, at that institution, 
advance courses in mathematics, physics and 
electricity. While there he was promoted to 
the rank of associate in mechanical engi- 
neering, in 1891. During his vacations he 
was engaged in industrial work of a profes- 
sional character along the lines of designing 
electrical and hydraulic machinery. In the 
summer of 1891 he, jointly with Mr. Herman 
S. Herring, associate in electrical engineer- | 
ing of the Johns Hopkins University, made a 
test of the Neversink Mountain Electric Rail- | 
way, at Reading, Pennsylvania. This was an | 
undertaking of considerable magnitude, and 
their report, which was published in the. Aéc- 
trical World, from May 28 to July 30, 1892, was 
complete and exhaustive, containing much 
.data and many details of value. to electrical | 


and mechanical engineers. | He resigned from 


the Johns Hopkins University in the summer 
of 1892, and entered upon professional work | 
with the William A. Harris Steam Engine 
company of Providence, Rhode Island, and 
later with the I. P. Morris company of Phila- 


delphia. 

On January 28, 1893, he entered the posi- 
tion he now holds, Professor of Mechanical | 
Engineering and Director of the Department 
of Mechanic Arts, in the West Virginia State 
University. 

During the incumbency of Prof. Aldrich, 
the efficiency of this department of the uni- 
versity has been greatly increased. Improve- 
ments to the amount of $7,000 have been put 
upon the Mechanical Hall, and $19,000 have 
been invested in the purchase of additional 





machinery and apparatus, making a very com- 
plete plant valued at not less than $40,000. | 


| tute of. Electrical Engineers. 


The facilities are first-class and provide for 


the thorough instruction of students in all of 
the recognized branches of shop-training in 
constructive mechanics as well as laboratory- 


In ad- 


two lines 


training in experimental engineering. 
dition to technical studies, these 
of practical work are recognized as of para- 
mount importance in the training of students 
for the profession of mechanical engineering. 

Mr. Aldrich ts an active member of the fol- 
lowing engineering and scientific bodies: The 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
the Franklin Institute (Electrical Section), the 
American Society of Naval Engineers, the 
Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engi- 
neers, the Society for the Promotion of Engi- 
neering Education, and the American Asso- 


ciation for the Advancement of Science, and 


an ‘Associate Member of the American Insti- 
He contributes 
frequently to the current technical and profes- 
sional literature, and has presented papers of 
considerable scientific merit before a number 
of these bodies. 

Prof. Aldrich and Mary Lavinia, daughter 
of Robert Purdy and Ellen Compton, of Phil- 
adelphia, were united in marriage on July 1, 
1886. To them have been born three chil- 
dren: Alice. Kennard, born August 26, 1887; 
Ellen Purdy, born April 11, 1890, and Eliza- 
beth Herrick, born October 22, 1894. 


S 








R. ISRAEL CHARLES WHITE stands 

at the forefront of “American Geologists,” 
and is a recognized authority on coal, petro- 
leum and natural gas, throughout the Union 
and the Canadas. 


galia county, in the northern part of what is 


He was born in Monon- 


now West Virginia, on the first of November, 
1848. 
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In 1867, at the age of 19, he became a cadet 
in the West Virginia University, then newly 
established, and was graduated with high hon- 
ors, in 1872. Two years were then devoted to 
teaching in Kenwood school, New Brighton, 
Pennsylvania, and another year to teaching 
and study in his native county. His tastes de- 
veloping inthe direction of chemistry and geo- 
logy, he entered upon a post-graduate course in 
those branches in the Columbia College School 
of Mines, in New York city, under the teaching 
of Professors Newbury and Chandler. Imme- 
diately upon the termination of his studies, he 
received an appointment as assistant to Prof. 
John.J. Stevenson, on the second geological 
survey of Pennsylvania. The expedition made 
its preparations in April, 1875, and the season 


was devoted to an exhaustive survey of the 


counties of Washington, Greene, South Alle- | 


gheny and South Beaver. In April, 1876, 
owing to the genius displayed by him during 


the work the previous season, he was given 


full charge of the examination of the geologi- | 


cal formations lying along on either side of 


| 





the boundary line between the two states of | 


Ohio and Pennsylvania, on account of differ- 
ences of opinion which had arisen between the 
geologists of the respective states, concerning 
the identity of the coal and limestone beds of 
the region. Dr. White made an exhaustive 
study of the subjects in dispute and demon- 
strated the matter so-clearly that his views 
have never been questioned by either party to 
the controversy. So enthusiastically did he 
enter upon his work and so thoroughly was it 
performed, that, when just entering on his 
twenty-ninth year, he was elected to the chair 
of Geology, in the West Virginia University, 
whence he had been graduated but five years 
before. He promptly entered upon the duties 
of his professorship, but also continued in the 





service of the Pennsylvania state survey, de- 
voting his vacations to the work until 1884 
(preparing and publishing in the meantime 
eight volumes of reports on different counties 
of Pennsylvania), when he was appointed to a 
position in the United States survey, his spe- 
cial duty being to prepare a monograph on the 
bituminous coal fields of Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and West Virginia. At the end of four years, his 
work was completed, and sent in for publica- 
tion as early as August, 1888, but, owing to 
the proverbial delay of all government printing, 
was not published until July, 1891. He then 
engaged in an exhaustive survey of the Alle- 
gheny mountain region, in the vicinity of 
White Sulphur Springs, and the contiguous 
counties of Greenbrier, Monroe, Allegheny 
and Craig. Professor White was the first geo- 
logist to make a thorough examination of and 
harmonize the Pennsylvania and Ohio coal 
measures. As early as 1882, his investigations 
resulted in his recognizing as belonging to the 
“Salina Formations,” the rocks in the range 
of counties lying along the Susquehanna river 
in that section in the north-eastern part of the 
state embracing Lackawanna and Northumber- 
land, with the intervening counties, these 
rocky formations having previously been 
either classified with the Clinton or Lower 
Heidelberg groups. Dr. White was the first 
scientist to apply and successfully demonstrate 


‘the anticlinical structure of rocks in reference 


tothe location of gas and oil wells. His theory 
was announced in 1885, and every subsequent 
test made by himself tended to establish its 
accuracy. 

Asa writer, he has been extremely volumi- 
nous in his specialty, geology, and ranks 
among the very highest of writers, as well as 
workers, in his chosen field. While he has 
been a constant contributor of scientific articles 
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connected with his investigations in geology, 
to the scientific journals of the day, as well as 
preparing valuable papers for different socie- 
ties to which he belongs, and furnishing 
“Notes” on the geology of West Virginia, 
taken 


class excursions, and 


West 


during re- 


printed in the Virginia Univer- 


sity catalogue for 1883, 1884 and 1885, he | 
is also the author of no less than nine large | 
volumes of the reports of the geological sur- | 


vey of Pennsylvania. 
far issued from his prolific pen are embraced 
in the following list: Report (Q I) in Beaver, 
Allegheny and South Butler counties, 337 
pages, 1878; Report (Q II) on Lawrence 
the Ohio line geology, 336 
pages, 1879; Reports(Q III) on Mercercounty, 


county and 


233 pages, 1880; Report (P) on Permian fos- | 


sil plants, joint author with professor William 
M. Fontaine, 143 pages and double-page 
plates (lithographed), 1880; Report (QTV) on 
- Crawford and Erie counties, 400 pages, 1881; 


Report (GV), on Susquehanna and Wayne | 
counties, 243 pages, 1881; Report (G VI) on | 
Pike and Monroe counties, 407 pages, 1882; | 


Report (G VII) on Wyoming, Lackawanna, 
Luzerne, Columbia, Montour and Westmore- 
land counties, 404 pages, 1883 ; Report (T. 3) 
on Huntingdon county, 471 pages, 1885 ; The 


Comparative Stratigraphy of the Bituminous | 
Coal Measures in the Northern Half of the | 


Appalachian Coal Field, 212 pages, 1891. 
Dr. White has been honored by election to 
several of the more important scientific socie- 


The larger works thus | 








the American Association for the Advancement | 
of Science ; Fellow of the Maryland Academy | 


of Science; Fellow of the New York Acad- 


emy of Science; Fellow of the Geological So- | 


ciety of America and treasurer of the same, | 


| of West Virginia. 


| vention. 
ties of the country. He isa Fellow of the | 
American Philosophical Society; Fellow of | 


and an honored member of many more. The 
degree “Artium Magister” was conferred upon 
him by the West Virginia University, and that 
of doctor of philosophy by the University of 
Arkansas. In July, 1893, he was appointed 


as one of the fifty judges on awards in the 


| mines and mining department at the Columbian 


Exposition, Chicago. At the organization of 
these judges, July 15, 1893, he was unani- 
mously selected as president of this body, 
which contained the most eminent specialists 
from all countries having mineral exhibits. 
“Cherryhurst,” the elegant home of Dr. 
White, a view of which accompanies this 
sketch, is one of the most desirable in the state 
It is situated on an emi- 
nence commanding a magnificient view of the 
historic Monongahela river, is surrounded by 
a large lawn artistically arranged, and in its 
architectural appointments, both inside and 
out, combines the elements of beauty and 
utility. 
prommantat A he UB 
H™: JOHN MARSHALL HAGANS, of 
Morgantown, judge of the second judi- 
cial circuit, ex-member of Congress and of 
the House of Delegates, member of the Con- 
stitutional convention of 1872, and a well- 


‘known historical writer, was born at Brandon- 


ville, Preston county, in the Old Dominion, 
on August 13, 1838. His father, Harrison 


Hagans, was a prominent citizen of Preston 


_ county, anda member of the Wheeling con- 


The “ History of Preston County ” 
says: 
“ Harrison Hagans died on the 7th of May, 


1867, and was greatly missed in Preston county. 
He was a man of great natural ability, was a 


| mathematician and mechanic of superior busi- 


ness qualifications, wonderfully energetic and 
quick of perception, liberal to a fault, kind to 
the poor, generous to the cause of education, 
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and a large contributor to the church. 
life was one long round of usefulness, and his 
name is indelibly stamped on the history of 
the county for all time.” 

He came from New England, and his mother, 
Jane McCollum, was a native of Virginia, of 
They had ten children, of 
The 
others were named George McC., William, 
Persis, Lucian A., Elisha, Sarah A., Henry C., 
Delia, and Virginia E. Our subject attended 
the celebrated Monongalia Academy, where 


Scotch extraction. 
whom John Marshall was the youngest. 


he received a superior educational training, of 
which another writer, in “ Prominent Men of 
West Virginia,” has this kindly tribute to the 
good old school and its faithful teacher : 

“ Professor Moore was one ofthe most ver- 
satile men of his day. Asa teacher he may 
properly and justly be styled the Arnold of 
Rugby of the Mother State. Four years in 
his school afforded a course of study not sur- 
passed by many of the most noted colleges of 
that day. Mr. Hagans, naturally bright and 
gifted, came from under Principal Moore’s 
hands well up in English and classical studies.” 

Young Hagans had a natural inclination for 
the law, and was so fortunate as to begin his 
Blackstone and Kent and Story in the office of 
Hon. Waitman T. Willey, at that time the 
leading lawyer of the Morgantown bar. He 
remained with that gentleman fora year or 
more, and then completed his studies at the 
law department of Harvard University. In 
1859 he was admitted to practice and had his 


license signed by Hons. Gideon Camden, | 


Mathew Edmiston, and George W. Thomp- 
son. 
heath, so to speak, and was destined to 
become one of Monongalia’s leading sons in 
the stirring times that came in just as he 
started out to battle with fate as a full-fledged 
lawyer. In 1862 he was the candidate of the 
republicans for prosecuting attorney of Mon- 


Hist. 


Mr. Hagans remained on his native | 





ongalia county, and was elected, of course, 
1863-64, when he was 
appointed reporter of the Supreme Court of 


and re-elected in 
Appeals—the first court so constituted in West 
Virginia. The judges chose the right man 
for the place, as events have so fully proved. 
He began office in January, 1864, and con- 
tinued until March, 1873. 


are now done by the attorney-general and his 


His duties, which 


assistant, consisted in reporting and printing 
the cases decided by the court. During his 
term of office the first five volumes of the 
reports of West Virginia, designated “ Hagans’ 
While still 
office as reporter, in 1870, his fellow-citizens 


of Monongalia county called him to the post 


in 


Reports,” were published. 


of prosecuting attorney for the third time. 
We may judge, then, that Mr. Hagans had no 
time for politics or for scheming, had he been 
thus inclined, which he was not, and it is most 
conspicuously evident that he gave all his 
attention and energy to the duties of the court 
and the state. Ata time when very few peo- 
ple were thoughtfully interested in the preser- 
vation of the records of public events, and 
even those few so occupied with their own 
cares as to leave them little inclination or 
energy for special literary work, Mr. Hagans, 
as reporter and under the auspices of the 
Supreme Court of Appeals, seems to have been 
the one man providentially placed, as it were, 
for the very purpose of transcribing in correct 
and homogeneous form the early history of 
West Virginia, from the first convention at 
Wheeling down to the adjudication of nearly 
all the questions growing out of the war in 
connection with the new state; also including 
a resume of the long-existing discontent of the 
west over the unjust legislation of the east, 
and a full account of the proceedings of the 


Richmond convention. This invaluable chap- 
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ter, as he wrote it, is imperishably safe in the 
first volume of the court of appeals reports; 


and recently five hundred copies of the volume | 


were reprinted by the secretary of state, with- 
out any omissions. or changes. This may be 
taken as a virtual certification, by a demo- 
cratic legislature and administration, of the 


correctness and importance of the history and 


biography, which appear as a prefix to the | 


reports, and comprise about 50,000 words as 
chronicled by Mr. Hagans. Of course there 
was no monetary consideration in it at all,and 
the consciousness of a duty well done has 
been his only reward. It may be observed 
just here that, in common with other original 
authors in the whole domain of literature, 
Judge Hagans has often been a silent witness, 
as well as a helpless victim, of the plagiarisms 
carried on by one and another writer or 
speaker, appropriating his work for their own 
credit and sounding their own horn at his 
expense, without giving even the remotest 
mention of his name as an original author of 


A 


sample instance of this wholesale appropria- 


the political history of West Virginia. 


tion (which is not without humor) may be 
given. A young school-teacher in one of the 
northern counties announced a lecture on the 
history of the mountain State, which was well 
attended. The young man simply astonished 
his hearers with his perfect knowledge of the 
whole intricate subject. 
curiosity had to be satisfied, asked the lecturer 
“Where he got all his larnin’ about West Vir- 


ginny ?” 


A neighbor, whose 


“ The truth is,” responded the con- 
science-stricken pedagogue, “I stoleevery word 
of it from Judge Hagans; but don’t say any- 
thing.” When a thoroughly comprehensive 
and philosophical history of West Virginia 
comes to be written by a man able enough to 
accomplish such a work, the foundations of 





his labor will consist almost wholly of this 
chapter and the biographies of the first judges 
of the court. It is very likely true that men 
may be found—very intelligent men—who 
will not fully coincide with all that is here 
stated, but their dissent will be found based 


more upon political sentiment rather than in 


| actual controversy of facts and events and 


But it is believed that, 
although a young man at the time and com- 


circumstances. 


paratively unacquainted with public life, Mr. 
Hagans’ writings are as free as possible from 
error of statement or color of prejudice to the 
Indeed, it will be 
found that where adverse criticism is in order, 


detriment of any one. 


it is scarcely met with; and the shortcomings 
of those who failed in conclusion, on the 
Union side, in the great and momentous task 
of evoluting the new state out of the old one, 
are passed over in that charity which covereth 
a multitude of sins; giving rise to perhaps the 
only defect in the narrative, which, however, 
the pages of the Congressional Record will 
make good, in supplying the debate over the 


bill of admission. In his preface, Hagans 


says: 

“The main events which culminated in the 
establishment of the State of West Virginia 
are arranged ia the order in which they tran- 
spired, together with such extraneous facts as 
it is thought proper to give, that the reader 
may arrive at an intelligent conclusion on the 
whole subject. . . It was written at the 
close of the great struggle, out of which 
sprang a vigorous young State, within whose 
borders the author was born. If it is tinged 
with the white heat of the conflict, the after- 
glow may not be unworthy. The duties of 
the hour were discharged; the then future has 
now become history. Morgantown, May, 
1891.” 


Returning tothe public official life of Mr. 
Hagans, we find him mayor of Morgantown, 
in 1866-67-69. In 1868 he was a Grant and 
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Colfax presidential elector for the second dis- 
trict. The Constitutional convention of 1872 
was composed of many of the foremost men 
in the state, the older men and the eminent 
lawyers being conspicuous. It framed the 
present constitution of West Virginia. Mr. 
Hagans was chosen to represent his section in 
that convention, and was one of the youngest 
members. Charles J. Faulkner, ex-minister 
to France, was temporary president, and 
Samuel Price, ex-lieutenant governor of Vir- 
ginia, permanent president. In 1873, after 
the expiration of his term as reporter of the 
court of appeals, he was elected to the Forty- 
third Congress, where he did good work for 
the state, and was a member of the commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia—a place of 
unusual compliment. In 1879 and again in 
1887 Mr. Hagans was elected to the House 
of Delegates of West Virginia, and was a 
member of the committee on judiciary, edu- 
cation and railroads. He is admitted to have 
been “considered one of the ablest and most 
conspicuous members of both bodies”’ of the 
legislature. In 1880 he was a delegate to the 
national republican convention held at Chi- 
cago, and was a most ardent, untiring, and 
persistent adherent of the Hon. James G. 
Blaine for the nomination, and only yielded 
his preference for his friend when the voice of 
the convention so decisively pronounced in 
favor of the lamented Garfield, whose election 
he advocated with all the activity and energy 
of his nature. In 1888 Mr. Hagans received 
a call that took him out of the element of 
active politics and placed him among the 
judiciary of the state. He was elected judge 
of the Second Judicial Circuit, composed of the 
counties of Monongalia, Marion and Harri- 
son, for the term of eight years. 
training in court routine as reporter, together 


His early 





with his varied experience at the bar and in 
the state and national legislatures, gave him 
that solid information and versatile adaptabil- 
ity so indispensable in one called upon to 
adjudicate the trials and contentions to be 
found always on the docket of a circuit court 
of high jurisdiction. Judge Hagans has made 
and is still making an excellent record on the 
bench, and while equipped intellectually to an 
unusual degree, he has also the physical 
stamina and undeviating good health so 
requisite in a judge on circuit, so that neither 
the mental drudgery nor the physical strain 
Besides, 


Judge Hagans knows how to relax, and when 


has had any unfavorable effect. 


at home among his fellow-citizens at Morgan- 
town, is one of the most sociable and com- 
panionable of men, laying aside for the time 
being the preoccupation of mind and the judi- 
cial dignity that become too much a second 
nature with some judges, wearing out their 
nerves and taxing their physical powers 
unduly. Few men of his years who have 
done the same amount of mental work look 
so well, or give better prospects for even a 
more successful future than Judge Hagans. 
With all his solid attainments he preserves a 
natural modesty that makes him quite indif- 
ferent to the jealousies and anxieties of average 
human nature; in a word, he is much of a 
philosopher; hence always kindly disposed, 
considerate of others, and blessed with good 
sense. 
active traits is taken from the Baptist Record, 
published in Charleston, West Virginia, and 
which contained in its issue of April 10, 1872, 
this characterization of Mr. Hagans as one of 
the members of the Constitutional conven- 


The following general estimate of his 


tion: 


“ While he is uncompromising in his views 
and tenacious of his opinions, and will main- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





tain them with all the vigor of a cultivated 
and wellthinking mind, he recognizes a 
proper and just respect for the views and 
opinions of others. He is deferential in dis- 
cussion to those who are his seniors, respect- 
ful always to those who differ from him, and 
kind and courteous to all. His social quali- 
ties are of rare order. With a generous and 
impulsive nature, it is your comfort and not 
his convenience that is to be consulted. He 
possesses to a rare extent the faculty of 
impersonating characters and telling anec- 
dotes, which, with his ready flashes of wit 
and humor, render him as a conversationalist 
almost unapproachable. As a debater he has 
but few superiors in the convention, and very 
few, if any, in the state. He isa forcible as 
well as an eloquent speaker. He is never at 
a loss for words to express his ideas; they 
always seem to be ready and waiting for his 
use, which gives him that ready and eloquent 
diction that but very few of our public men 
possess. His style is generally calm, and 
never boisterous; he is content upon alt occa- 
sions to address himself to the judgment, and 
not the prejudices, of his hearers.” 


In May, 1860, while a young lawyer scarcely 
yet in practice under his own shingle, Mr. 
Hagans married Miss Sarah B. Willey, daugh- 
ter of his preceptor and life-long friend, Hon. 
Waitman T. Willey, justly considered the 
political patriarch of West Virginia, and to 
whose noble example and kindly advice Judge 
Hagans no doubt ascribes much of the suc- 
Mr. and 
Mrs. Hagans are the parents of three affec- 


cess in life which he has attained. 


tionate and accomplished daughters, who 
gladden their comfortable home, where family 
friends and relatives are often assembled in 
social conclave and fraternal friendship. 


————o 





PAerew JACKSON CORROTHERS, a 
prominent and representative farmer of 
Battelle district, this county, is a son of John 
and Elizabeth (Travis) Corrothers, and was 
born in Clinton district, Monongalia county, 


| 








West Virginia (then Virginia), on November 
25, 1862. 
was one of the pioneer farmers of Clinton 


Andrew Corrothers’ grandfather 


district, in Monongalia county. He married 
a Miss Frum, of Clinton district, and nine 
children, five sons and four daughters, were 


| born to their union: Robert, who was a farmer 


of Clinton district, and represented his county 
in the legislature of the state ; William, a 
farmer of Taylor county, this state ; Catherine, 
the wife of A. J. Vincent, a farmer of Marion 
county ; Sarah, wife of Jesse Rogers, a farmer 
of Taylor county; John W., father; Andrew, 
a farmer of Taylor county ; Laurena, deceased, 
was the wife of Nathan Musgrave, of Taylor 
county ; Elizabeth, wife of Morgan Bainbridge, 
a farmer of Taylor county ; Samuel, deceased, 
was a farmer of Taylor county. John W. 
Corrothers, father, was born in Clinton dis- 
trict, Monongalia county, March 4, 1823, and 
died in the same district between Little Falls 
and Pleasant Valley, November 20, 1894. 
For half a century John W. Corrothers had 
been eminently and peculiarly conspicuous in 
the business affairs of Monongalia county. 
Born in this county of humble parentage, he 
had not reached his majority, before the char- 
acteristics of business ability which afterwards 
made him widely known, had made themselves 
manifestly in evidence. His first venture on 
his own account was as a farmer, and the facts 
connected with the purchase of his real estate 
are interesting. He bargained for a farm in 
Marion county, for which he was to pay three 
hundred dollars. He paid fifty dollars down, 
and was to pay fifty dollars a year until the 
debt was liquidated. That amount of money 
in those days was no small amount, and it was 
only by the exercise of industry and the prac- 
tice of the strictest economy and self-denial 
that it could be raised. He raised produce 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





and purchased produce throughout the coun- 
try, which he sold to the Hardmans at Clin- 
ton Furnace, leaving the money stand to his 
credit. In this way he had accumulated 
enough to make the payment, but just before 
he withdrew the amount the Hardmans failed, 
and he lost it. 
paratively the greatest financial loss he ever 


sustained. He did not let this financial reverse 


This he often said was com- 


dishearten him, but persevered and paid for 
the farm and many others besides. He soon 
began to deal extensively in cattle, buying 
large droves and driving them to the eastern 
markets. But his rapidly developing business 
qualities required expansion; to grasp the 
advantages for fair profit aside from tilling the 
soil, which he saw around him, he began 
his first commercial ventures, which were the 
buying and shipping of wool, and in this he 
accumulated a capital to enter extensively into 
the timber business, to which he devoted most 
of his time and talents for many years, but 
recently withdrawing from it. He was for 
years the most extensive dealer on the Monon- 


gahela river, famous in Pittsburg and the 


larger markets for his large and successful | 


Operations. He was the only man, it is said, 


who ever absolutely gained control of the | 


Pittsburg timber market. In times of big 
freshets, he went along the river and bought 
everything afloat, and thus gained a proprietary 
interest in every stick going into the city, 
enabling him to name his own terms. He did 
this more than once. During the time that 
he enjoyed the name of “timber king,” he 


kept constantly accumulating real estate and | 





died the owner of many hundred acres of land | 


in Clinton and other districts of the county, 


11 
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nent at the inception of his individual career. 
A few years prior to his death he made a 
division of his landed interests between his 
children. He was one of the organizers of the 
Second National Bank at Morgantown and a 
director for a number of years, anda large 
stockholder in both the Morgantown banks at 
the time of his death; was also stockholder in 
banks of Fairmont, Grafton, Clarksburg and 
Bellevernon, Pennsylvania at the time of his 
death. He was an ardent democract politi- 
cally, andfor a period of years in his earlier life 
served as a justice of the peace in Clinton dis- 
trict. During his official experience but one of 
his judgments was appealed to a higher court, 
where his decision was sustained. He wasa 
delegate to the Democratic National conven- 
tion that met in Baltimore, in 1872. He was 
not a member of the church, though one of 
the greatest Bible students. 
ciated 


Although asso- 
in his business career with men of 
drinking habits, yet he was strictly temperate. 
He was a man of many ennobling traits of 
character, generous to the poor, kind and 
popular with his neighbors; his life stands a 
lesson of what can be accomplished even 
against the most adverse circumstances. _He 
married Elizabeth Travis, a daughter of Dr. 
Robert Travis, of Clinton district, this county, 
and seven children, three daughters and four 
sons, blessed their union: Robert, died in boy- 
hood; Mary E., deceased, was the wife of 
William E. Richardson, now also deceased ; 
Quitman, who died in boyhood; Eva C., wife 
of M. J. Garlow, of Cass district, this county ; 
Andrew Jackson, subject; Rebecca E., wife 
of A. J. Garlow, of Cass district. Andrew J. 


_ Corrothers was reared upon the farm and 
among which was one thousand acres, the 
Clinton Furnace property, the failure of which | 
company had caused him so much embarrass- | 


received his educational training in the com- 


mon schools and the Fairmont Normal 


school. Farming and stock-raising have been 
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his life work. In 1885 he moved upon the 


farm where he now resides. It contains six 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 


| 
| 
| 


hundred acres of land supposed to be situated | 


in the oil belt, and is underlaid with the Pitts- 
burg coal. 


His political affiliation has always been with | 


the democratic party, and in 1889 he was ap- 
pointed a notary public by Governor E. Willis 
Wilson, and again in 1891 he was appointed 
by Governor A. B. Fleming a delegate to 
the Farmers’ National Congress at Sedalia, 
Missouri. 

On February 2, 1887, he married Alice 
Barr, a daughter of John Barr, a farmer of 
Clinton district. This union has been blessed 
in the birth of four children: Edna Leno, 
Mary Elizabeth, John Wilson and Audra 
Esther. 

SP neem edi 

OSEPH JOHNSON WHARTON, post- 

master of Morgantown, West Virginia, 


and a prominent citizen of Monongalia county, | 


is ason of Isaac and Ruth (Johnson) Whar- 
ton, and was born March 1, 1839, in Greene 
county, Pennsylvania. His paternal grand- 
father, Abner Wharton, was a native of Greene 


county, Pennsylvania, where he lived nearly 


all his life, removing to Wood county, West | 


Virginia, a few years prior to his death, | 


which occurred in 1850. He married a Miss 
Cowell, and had a large family of seven sons 
and three daughters. Isaac Wharton was 
born in Greene county in 1809. He was 
reared and educated in the county of his 
nativity, and lived there until 
engaged, like his father before him, in agri- 
cultural pursuits. On the latter date he came 
to Monongalia county, locating on a farm in 
Cass district, where he died in 1861. 

J. J. Wharton came to Monongalia county 


with his parents when he was quite young, 


about 1842, | 








and received such schooling as the system 
then in vogue in the county afforded. As a 
pupil and scholar, he was studious and apt, 
and soon qualified himself for the profession 
of teaching, and taught two terms during the 
Civil War, and then for a period of nine years 
was engaged in agricultural pursuits. In 
1874 he purchased what is known as the 
Osage Mills, on Scott's run, four miles west 
of Morgantown, and operated them a term of 
twelve years. In 1886, he rented his Osage 
Mills and embarked in the contracting and 
building business, a line of work he followed 
until 1889, when he, in connection with I. N. 
Weaver, purchased a saw-mill which they, 
conjointly, operated until 1891, when he sold 
out his interest to Mr. Weaver. 

Mr. Wharton has been a life-long democrat, 
and has always taken an active interest in the 
affairs of his party, serving for many years as 
chairman of the Democratic County Executive 
Committee. He has always been a stanch 
friend of popular education, and for eighteen 
consecutive years he was a member of the 
board of education in Cass district, serving 
most of this time as secretary of the board. In 
1891, he was appointed by Governor A. B. 
Fleming to re-value the lands of the Second 
district of Monongalia county, West Virginia ; 
in 1892 he was nominated by his party for 
the office of sheriff, but declined the nomina- 
tion. June 21, 1894, he was appointed post- 
master of Morgantown, and is now serving in 
that capacity with entire satisfaction to all 
concerned. The office is now efficiently and 
practically conducted by his assistant and two 
clerks, while he is engaged in contracting and 
building, doing a good business. 

December 15, 1864, Mr. Wharton 
Miss Rebecca, daughter of Joseph Lemley, 


and 


were united in marriage, and to their union 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





ten children have been born: William L., 
assistant postmaster; Jacob L.,a clerk in the 
post office; Ruth, at home; Mary, the wife 
of John Lawlis, of McDonald, Pennsylvania ; 
Asa N., of Morgantown; Jesse L.,a student 
of the West Virginia University; Laura, at 


home; Joseph R.,a clerk in the post office; | 


Blanche and Grover Wilson, both at home. 
—_—$$<<$2. -——_-_—_—- 


ROFESSOR WILLIAM P. WILLEY; 
professor of equity jurisprudence in the 
law department of the University of West 
Virginia, and a well-known journalist of the 
state, is ason of Senator Waitman T. Willey, 
and was born May 24, 1840, in Morgantown, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
Professor Willey was educated in Dickin- 


son College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, from which | 


old and renowned institution of learning he 
graduated in 1862. He at once entered upon 
the study of law in the office of his father, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1864. He was at once 
taken into a partnership with his father, and 
two years later, in 1866, was elected Prose- 
cuting Attorney for Monongalia county, and 
in 1868 was the nominee of the democratic 
party for the office of attorney-general of 


the state, but was defeated with the rest of the | 


ticket. 
national convention that met in Baltimore 


and nominated Horace Greeley for the presi- 
dency. 


He was a delegate to the democratic 


8. F. Martin, of Grafton, being the other) 
who earnestly opposed this nomination and 
ardently worked against his election, support- 
ing Cooper, of New York. 

Mr. Willey remained in partnership with 
his father for a term of eight years, when he 
removed to Baltimore, and for five years prac- 
ticed his profession in the “ Monumental City.” 


He was one of the two (the late Hon. | 
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At the expiration of that time he was called 
to the editorial management of the Wheeling 
Register, Wheeling, West Virginia, in which 
capacity he remained until his election to his 
present position, in 1883. 

In connection with his professional work in 
the University, he is the author of a highly- 
popular work on “ Procedure in the Courts of 
Law and Equity,” a work of much technical 
value to the profession. He hasalways taken 
an active part in the educational advancement 
of the state, and prior to becoming connected 
with the university as instructor, served as a 
regent of the same and also in the same 
capacity for the State normal schools of the 
State. In his religious affiliations he is a 
member of the “ Official Board”’ of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church and superintendent of 
its Sabbath-school. 

On May 28, 1873, Mr. Willey was united 
in marriage with Lida B., daughter of Guy C. 


Allen, a prominent attorney of Morgantown. 


To this union three children have been born: 
Waitman T., Guy R. C. and Chauncey D. 





—————-7s 


|= abe W. BROCK, M. D., son of Fletcher 
and Rachel (Stephenson) Brock, was 
born January 5, 1830, at Blacksville, Monon- 
galia county, and died April 24, 1882, at his 
home in Morgantown. At fourteen he began 
his academic training at Carmichaels, Penn- 
sylvania, and continued it at Monongalia 
Academy. At sixteen he entered on his med- 
ical studies with the then celebrated Dr. 
Charles McLane. In 1852 he received his 
degree from Jefferson Medical College, Phila- 
delphia. 

From the time of his graduation until 1870 
he was in partnership with Dr. Joseph Mc- 


Lane. This association was amicably dis- 
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solved, and his brother, Luther S. Brock, hav- | 


ing received his degree, became the junior 
partner of the firm of Brock Brothers. 

During the Civil War, his fondness for sur- 
gery led him to take the position of acting 
surgeon in Sheridan’s field hospital at Win- 
chester, Virginia, where he remained several 
months. With this exception, his life work 
was done in Morgantown and its vicinity. 

May 29, 1878, he was married to Isabella 
J., daughter of the late Rev. Andrew Stephen- 
son, D. D., of New York city. 

Dr. Brock’s personal appearance was com- 
manding. He had much of what is called 
“ presence,” but this he owed even less to his 
physique than to the quiet dignity which 
marked his bearing. Nearly six feet in 
height, finely proportioned, his grey eyes keen 
and expressive, his look direct, the whole 
manner was suggestive of the nobility within. 

He was pre-eminently a man of one pro- 
fession. An indefatigable student, he made 
everything pay tribute to his medical lore. 
With a strong tendency to specialization, he 
was never one-sided nor narrow-minded. His 
judgment was clear and decisive. He was 
conservative on all questions, except where 
purity and honesty were involved. He 
believed in physical, mental and soul culture. 
He had studied the physical too well to ignore 
the psychical. His ministry to the suffering 
was more than materia medica. In the homes 
of the people, doubtless, there is a history 
unwritten which, if it could be told, would be 
his highest tribute. Through thirty years of 
professional toil, he counted not his own life 
dear that he might be of service to others. 

For the sublime and magnificent manifesta- 
tion of nature in our rugged country he had 
an intense admiration. His were the appre- 


ciative eyes to rest upon many a now-famed 








view. He studied natural science by the 
roadside, and was acquainted with our fauna 
and flora, and knew the note of every forest 
songster. 

As a physician, he was wise and trust- 
worthy. Firmness and gentleness, wonder- 
fully combined, made him an ideal physician. 
But it was in surgery that he took most inter- 
est and found most pleasure. Regarding 
anatomical knowledge as the basis of all suc- 
cess and skill in this department, he spared 
no pains to make himself familiar with the 
structure of the human body by dissection. 
He never lost an opportunity for an autopsi- 
cal examination, to observe and study patho- 
logical lesions. Living in a country where it 
is necessary to be a general practitioner, he 
performed most of the so-called capital opera- 
tions, such as lithotomy, herniotomy, ovario- 
tomy, and all of the most important amputa- 
tions, except that of hip-joint, and many of 
the more delicate operations, as that for cata- 
ract, etc., and with almost uniform success. 

His courteous bearing toward his profes- 
sional brethren, and never-failing considera- 
tion for them, his high sense of honor and 
acknowledged ability, secured for him an 
extended consultation practice throughout his 
own state, and many counties of the contig- 
uous state of Pennsylvania. A medical friend 
in Pennsylvania pays the following tribute, 
which is so true an index to his gentlemanly 
treatment of those 
worthy, that we take the liberty of quoting: 


whom he_ esteemed 


“When I was a very young man, with lim- 
ited training and no experience, he always met 
me kindly and treated me encouragingly, 
guiding me into paths that are, in ripening 
years, proving highways of professional pleas- 
ure and profit. I esteemed him the most 
scholarly and thoroughly scientific physician 
and surgeon among my acquaintances ; a man 
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with whom I never associated an hour with- 
out feeling more deeply impressed with the 
importance of our profession, and the neces- 
sity of more accurate and thorough knowl- 
edge.” 

Dr. Brock was one of the charter members 
of the Medical Society of West Virginia, and 
remained one of its most active and indus- 
trious members. He was one of its early 
presidents, and for several successive years a 
member of its board of censors. He made 
frequent contributions to the transactions of 
the society, and his report of cases of stran- 
gulated hernia was reprinted in the New York 
Medical Journal, and in the Richmond and 
Louisville Medical Journal. is personal 
worth and professional attainments were 
recognized by eminent representative medical 
men throughout the nation. 

In 1881 he attended the International Med- 
ical Congress in London as a delegate from 
the American Medical Association. Even in 
his limited sojourn in the old world he exem- 
plified his accustomed devotion to his chosen 
work, spending most of his time in visiting 
the hospitals of London, Dublin, Edinburg 
and Paris. He was a member of the Ameri- 
can Surgical Society, and at its last meeting 
in New York, read a paper of surgical inter- 
At the time of 
his death he was professor of anatomy, physi- 
ology and hygiene in the West Virginia Uni- 
versity, and a member of the board of regents. 

Memorial services were held at the univer- 


est on traumatic aneurism. 


sity in connection with commencement exer- 
cises, at which ex-Senator Willey, the Rev. 
J. R. Thompson, Col. D. D. Johnson, and 
Dr. J. E. Reeves presented the various phases 
of his character. 

It would seem unnecessary to add that Dr. 
Brock was a Christian, but in this age of 
rationalism it is noteworthy that he was not 





only a communicant in the Methodist Epis- 
copal church from boyhood, but that his relig- 


| lous faith gave tone to his whole life. - 


We cannot more appropriately close this 
sketch than with a quotation from an editorial 
notice ina Wheeling daily: 


“There were few physicians more learned, 
more skilled, and more highly esteemed, both 


| among members of his profession and his 


acquaintances than the deceased. No man 
was more ambitious to master problems of his 
profession; none took greater pains and 
studied more deeply ; none were better posted 
or kept pace more fully with the progress and 
development of medical science. He was 
prominent in all movements for the elevation 
and improvement of his profession in the 
state. Not only was he distinguished and 
esteemed as a physician, but as a man whose 
personal character and reputation were with- 
out spot or blemish. He had the complete 
confidence of all who knew him. There was 
not the slightest taint of hypocrisy or deceit 
in him. He abhorred all shams. He was 
frank, straightforward, manly, and absolutely 
incorruptible in all the relations of life. He 
did nothing for effect, was sincere and upright 
in all his impulses, and there is perhaps not a 
man of his acquaintance who would not have 
taken his word as willingly as his bond. This 
is high praise, but those who knew him, know 
also that it is justly due to the character of 
the deceased. He has dropped out of his 
place in the prime of manhood, with capacity 
for great usefulness, and with the promise of 
greater honor and distinction in his profession. 
His death is a loss to his own community, to 
the University, and the profession he so much 
honored.” 





—_s 


AVID E. CORDRAY, ex-justice of the 
peace in Clay district, in Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a veteran of the 
Civil War,and isa son of William L. and Sarah 
Ann (Lough) Cordray, and was born Septem- 
ber 4, 1841, in Grant district, this county. 
Among the first families to settle on 
Stewart’s run, in Grant district, Monongalia 
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county, Virginia (now West Virginia), was 
Thomas Cordray, the grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this biographical sketch. He was a 
native of the state of Delaware, and was pre- 
sumably of English ancestry. His marriage 
with Miss Stewart, a lady of Scotch lineage, 
and likewise a representative of an early set- 
tled family of the county, was blessed in the 
birth of ten children, six boys and four girls. 

William L. Cordray, father, was born in 


1818, in Grant district, and died in the district | 
of Clay in 1859, having come to the district | 
in 1854, and located at the head of Indian | 
| the rights of political franchise. 


creek. Religiously he was a firm believer in 


the dogmas of the Presbyterian church, and | 
| In an eminent degree the confidence and re- 


politically a stanch democrat. He married 
Sarah Ann Lough, and they became the 
parents of eleven children, as follows: David 
E.; John M.,a farmer of Marion 
Eliza J., the wife of John N. Jones, 
of Marion county; M.L.,a farmer of Clay 


district, Monongalia county; Alles Ann, de- 


a farmer 


ceased, was twice married; she married, the 
first time, Goolden Michael, and as her sec- 
ond husband, Leven Varner; Mary E., wife of 
Michael E. Fetty, a farmer of Marion county; 
Almira, the wife of Alvin Michael, a farmer of 
Clay district; Calvin, a farmer and blacksmith 
of Grant district; Elizabeth and Wilelmina. 
David E. Cordray attended the subscription 
schools, where he received but the rudiments 
of an education. He remained upon the farm 
until the outbreak of the Civil War, when he 
lay aside the peaceful pursuits of a farmer to 
become a soldier. He entered the service of 
his country on September 3, 1862, in the 
Third regiment, company “D,” of the West 
Virginia cavalry, and served until June 6, 
1865. He took part in all the battles of the 
Shenandoah Valley except two. At the 
battle known as Milroy’s defeat, near Win- 





county ; | 





chester, just prior to the battle of Gettysburg, 
he was taken prisoner and held as such for 
thirty days in Belle Isle and Libby Prison. 
Coming out of the service, he again took up 
agricultural pursuits, and has followed this 
avocation up to the present time where he 
now resides, in Clay district. 

He owns sixty-six acres of land, located in 
the West Virginia oil belt, upon which are 
located two producing oil- wells. He is a 
strong believer in the principles of the repub- 
lican party, of which party he has been an 
ardent supporter ever since he has enjoyed 
Being a man 
of recognized good judgment and possessing 


spect of the people of his neighborhood, he 
was called for one term to the judicial posi- 
tion of justice of the peace, in which relation 
he served with credit to himself and with sat- 
isfaction to all concerned. 

He is a member and steward of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, and of Jesse Taylor 
Post, 450, G. A. R., at Mount Morris, Greene 
county, Pennsylvania. 

The marriage of David E. Cordray and 
Martha E. Michael, daughter of James G. 
Michael, was celebrated on October 19, 1865. 
Two children have been born to this union: 
William E., born July 25, 1866, is a pumper 
in the oil field, and Ira, born July 2, 1870, 
married Belle Michael, and resides on the 
home place. 





> 


oe YOUST, a descendant of pioneer 

ancestors, and a farmer and stock-raiser 
of Grant district, Monongalia county, West 
Virginia, was born on Indian creek, October 
19, 1822, and is a son of Henry and Sarah 
Watson Youst. John Youst, grandfather, was 


born in the German Empire, but emigrated 
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to the United States prior to the Revolu- 
tionary War. 
ern Pennsylvania; but he soon settled on 


Indian creek, in what is now Grant district, | 

Monongalia county, West Virginia, where he | 
| 

owned a farm of two hundred and forty acres. 


His first location was in west- | 





Henry Youst, father, was born in western | 
Pennsylvania, in 1787; came with his father | 
and the family to Grant district, and died , 


there in 1845. 


ships incident to pioneer life, while opening 


up the farm. This county was then sparsely | 


settled, and the few white inhabitants would 
form themselves into companies of guards for 
mutual protection against the marauding 
Indians, who then harassed the little bands 
of pioneer settlers. Henry Youst was a 
brave and courageous youth, and was found 
not unfrequently among the citizen guards. 
His marital alliance with Sarah, a daughter of 


John Watson, a farmer, who resided on Buf- 


falo creek, near Mannington, West Virginia, 


resulted in an issue of eight children, five 
sons and three daughters. 

John Youst was reared upon a farm, and 
has always been a stock-raiser and a tiller of 
the soil. He is one of the most thrifty and 
prosperous farmers of this county, and owns 
a large farm, which is well improved and un- 
der a good state of cultivation. December 
16, 1852, Mr. Youst married Elizabeth J., a 
daughter of John M. Ralphsnyder, deceased, 
of Grant district, this county. 

aah, tbe 
(3 Rees RUMBLE, a_ prosperous 
and well-to-do farmer of Clinton dis- 
trict, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a 
son of Jacob and Susan (Gans) Rumble, and 
was born at Smithfield, Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, February 2, 1830. 


He, like his father, was a | 
farmer, and they together suffered the hard- | 





The Rumble family is an old family of Fay- 
ette county, where Henry Rumble, grand- 
father, was born, near Smithfield, in 1772, and 
died in 1852. 
faith, of the Jacksonian type, and a Presbyte- 
rian of strong faith. He served in the War of 
1812, under General William Henry Harri- 
son, of Tippecanoe fame, and was at the battle 
of Fort Meigs. He was twice married. By his 
first marriage he had five children: Godfrey, 


He was a democrat in political 


Jacob, Susan, Rosanna and David. His second 
marriage was with a Miss Harden, and resulted 
in the birth of two children: Delila and Mary. 
- Jacob Rumble was born near Smithfield, in 
the year 1790, and died in January, 1832, near 
the place of his birth, and now lies buried in 
the old Smithfield cemetery. Farming was 
his main work throughout life, but he was also 
counted among the “old pike boys,’ who 
hauled on that old and time-honored thorough- 
fare when it was in its palmy days, hauling salt 
from Winchester, Virginia, to supply the trade 
of his section of the county. His marriage with 
Susan Gans, a relative of the prominent Gans 
family, of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, was 
blessed in the birth of the following children: 
Elizabeth, married Rev. Louis Simmons, a 
minister of the Baptist church, now deceased ; 
Henry, of Van Wert county, Ohio; Catherine, 
married William Watkins, now deceased, was 
a resident of Taylor county, West Virginia ; 
Bethseba, became the wife of Joseph Gwenn; 
both are now deceased; and Anne, now de- 
ceased. 

Alexander Rumble left the paternal acres, 
near Smithfield, in 1852, and came to Morgan- 
town, and a year later went to Greene county, 
where he remained until 1858, when, having 
purchased a farm of one hundred and eight 
acres, in Clinton district, he returned to this 


| county and located upon it, He has since 





J 
7 
NT 
oe ae 
iblo ae ai vienna slimoA 4odT 
i € sivas 4 7) 4 
I } Dicer gs Voir Ole’ Yeu - Stic 
ro —_ 
ETT] At seer 19 IG eB , i7x) 
4 . os37? . s 
eve wor 2 & Cia vi sft Mt tte? 
r ¢ 
STV 4 5] eff wn scJue 
ay 
: ‘TiS2 j Aji anode 1 HAM 
ni oe . 
oa oe ~ yr 6, “\ —— » - £ 
= wu manetit shag 21a 
; beus seq To nee 
ta 
FTO") (o 
: 
5 ido svar serriac deaf 
H bivet] ben annaeoA , need doss| 
shas ssbiski etl seal fiw / suBhnm 
ibs t 4 t.. — * 
vel€ bar slileC. : aotblids.cwt lo david ane t: 
PA : ies) ee 
+ ofere Zann ovdesw sidmuda doas| 
. ee, ae ee sift 
# pe iLnTs) 1 DR XK a | 4d 
’ e ?° a bs ' 
i HT sil f bas 2th to SoniG, ort 
, a f 
zZ sq Waimea ‘blo soft 
oe Bw an quc F l 2Hordguonrd meee i 
oi @vort aclky Bio" otf unome Dstnios 
< i 
- , 7 : barren j re : ry I B33 2 fee spit 
: 
3h Rit P) a Ee 47631 S7Shi SIGi 
bi Oo? .BIt / astasiloni fro 
Sty? ‘ if MWenoy 1a 
nist) jushkitmnaag ord 3 Ph | c) meu 
ale i 
pleiavirg Hoye ho ent 
i rts aH lo} = dthid aft mm bsezsic 
= —- 
x ' ae it f tach 
WW /MDIWH Jelqua 93 40 ro? aceey! 
Ter bye) CO) eie oV/ asV to eonsh 
IF HLI9D90 WON ewIFILY Michtivy wert 
- j nan taleveT to tnebiee -& 
S Sa ¥/ 3 > i ee! 10 Hoots i & 
r 4 p 4 a vee 
is = > v 3) S1R09G lsaritut 
4 - * n. ~ 2 ot 
-s ron wor fit o3es5 i VWiOn STE fod 
boesso 
; ] 
2919 5 3) ve) 3, 2 ideo Kt SebnaxslA 
ingiol of senso bes 1281 mi blatdsione r290n 


snes) of Jgow isl 1604 s bre owot 


inne. 


thw 8281 lianw baniamey sd siodw 
baibaud sao t0 and s bsendnug 


‘at 
mivan no: 


indyis brs 


aid! of bemujot ofl Soivteib noimilD nf pens 


oe asd oH diwoqu. ‘tool bmw yuan’! 


MUOG ALLADYOVOM fO~ 


2 








































-ulowsD si? of r0ohq esint@ bad ) 
ad dati a 
-Jeow ft eow noitsso! sert H Wl 4 
at 
na balttee nooe off tud {alneviyen 5" 
sivtelbh tami) won e “tect ni glosh 
od socde sinigi¥ Yes V/ wetnos si 
eore het bar bebnod owt Yo mid z = ba 
arzteow nt on ctl ie euro ruts 
davies " 
: 
Sib ssl johiteib tnx) 03 a 
5 eaw vette) ef soil oH 281 hi 
-hiad off bows sedtoygot ett bas B- 
vesnoiq 61 mnsbi 
visetnge fond exw ytowoo aidT um 
eiantidadtni eaittw wt od3 ber 
10} ebyatig to eaitiagmos otni esvise 
uoibpmanm off  teninges ‘etoincan 
ebncd slitil att beeemerl mois odw 
ea wash  .2isltiee v998 
bruol zaw Bos MOY aNOSQETUOS ‘bn 
t2-Qnome ylinsupat 


gnthoqo slidhw til 


biwav 


. ws 
r . 
; my 7 
teuayt OG 


= 


ee Wesiig + 


. 
bye eae 


to tsiilgusb « dins® diw-oonnifis iathvag, 
Juli ‘no bshien ofw asm s fos 
inti 223 .nofgomnel Ten oe 

of .tietblido dibges lo sbeat we mm 


eigttquab soult 


bts oa & “ros bstasi 2677 ieuo? 


jo wld s bhe qetgyatoises need 

bie al tzam sotto SHO ei st * 
znwo bre sinsos eit to ao ATTat an0% 
“su base be STar e141) line et doiitw ana s “A 
wsdirrsosC - .noltevitiud Yo sime boog 


a,{ diedesiia brnvam ft wo aM eee 
bozssneb asbynedqltA VM ofot to 1 
| 4inweo eiett sobageity ae 
avorsqeoig s Ue 3 
ib notailD Ic vom ob-nt 
& Bi sintgi¥ seo ysero> 
brs stdenu st (ene) nna b 


eee 


a e 0 — > 


~ 


168 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





added to his landed possessions in the district 
by the purchase of two other farms—one con- 
taining one hundred and forty acres, and 
another containing one hundred and thirty-five 


and has served as a school commissioner for 
a period of three years. He is a member of 


the Baptist church and is a deacon in the 


Goshen church organization. In September, | 
1864, he entered in the federal service of the | 
Civil War, in company “FE,” Seventeenth regi- | 


ment, West Virginia infantry, and served to 
the close of the war. Mr. Rumble has been 
twice married, his first union being with 


birth of four children: J. B., a farmer, of | 


Clinton district; Susan, the wife of J. W. 
Downey, also a farmer of the district; Jacob, 
a farmer of the district, and Grant, of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. Mrs. Rumble died in 1867, 
_and he married as his second wife Margaret 
E. Summers, in 1868. Two children have 
blessed this union: Clarence, at home, and 
Cora, the wife of Ira Kinkaid, a farmer, of 


Clinton district. 
__ 2S 
A P. JOHNSTON, a prosperous and 
°*  thorough-going farmer, of Battelle 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is 
a son of Philip and Priscilla (Price) Johnston, 
and was born in Manwington district, Marion 





county, West Virginia (then Virginia), on 


June 2, 1840. His paternal grandfather was 


a native of Germany, whence he emigrated to 


Eastern Virginia, later to Marion county, 
where he became one of the pioneer settlers, 
and where he died at a ripe old age, and after 
He 
married a lady by the name of Crow, and they 
became the parents of a large family of chil- 
dren, among the oldest of which was Philip, 


living a life of honor and usefulness. 











the father of the subject of this record. Philip 
Johnston, in all probability, was born in 
eastern Virginia, on June 20, 1809. His 


| craft was that of a blacksmith, and the ring of 
acres. He is a republican in matters political, | 


his hammer and the clang of his anvil were 
music to his ear for the long period of forty 
years. He also owned a small farm, to the 
cultivation of which he gave a small portion 
of his time in connection with blacksmithing. 
He was a man who took a commendable pride 
in the old Virginia state malitia, and served a 
number of years as captain in the same. 


His marriage with Priscilla Price, who was 


| born June 25, 1814, was celebrated October 1, 
Rebecca Kinison, in 1853, and resulted in the | 


1835, and resulted in the birth of six sons and 
two daughters, as follows: Samuel, born Sep- 
tember 26, 1836; Henry, born May 6, 1838; 
A. P., subject; Ammon, born June 2, 1840; 
William, born August 25, 1842, entered the 
service of his country in the federal army, 


| and was killed at Meadow Bluffs, Virginia ; 


John, born August 19, 1844; Jessie, born 
July 7, 1847. Of these, A. P. was the third 
in order of age. He received his education 
in the common schools of Marion and Monon- 
galia counties. He has always followed the 
At the early 


age of twenty-five years, he purchased a farm 


pursuits of an agriculturalist. 


containing one hundred and eight and one- 
half acres. By close economy, enterprise and 
industry, he easily paid for it, and together 
with his wife, who owns two hundred and 
sixty-two and one-half acres, they now own 
three hundred and seventy-one acres of valu- 
able land, situated in the oil belt, and under- 
laid with the Pittsburg coal. He is a demo- 
crat, politically, and a Baptist in religious 
faith. 

On May 9g, 1867, he married Nancy A.,a 
daughter of William H. Haines, of Battelle 


district, and seven children have blessed their 
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marital union: Mary Ellen, wife of Martin 
Fox, a farmer of Battelle district; Iva Nora, 
at home; Carrie May, wife of Charles Kent, a 
farmer of Battelle district; Laura Florence, 
wife of La Fayette Thomas, a farmer of Battelle 
district; William H., Leroy and Calvin, at 
home. 





——————o 


ACOB LIMING, a farmer and _ stock- 

raiser of Battelle district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Benjamin 
and Elizabeth (Core) Liming, and was born in 
Cass district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
gia (then Virginia), on December 1, 1823. John 
Liming, grandfather, became a farmer in the 
vicinity of Cassville in the early part of his 
life. In about 1850 he disposed of his landed 
interests in Monongalia county, and removed 
to Licking county, Ohio, where he died in 
1865, aged about eighty years. His marriage 
with Susanna Lemley, of Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, resulted in the birth of seven 
children, of which Benjamin, father, was the 
eldest. Benjamin Liming was born in Cass 
district in about the year 1800, and died near 
the village of Cassville, in the same district, 
on February 14, 1825. He married Elizabeth 
Core, a~-daughter of Christopher and Hannah 
(Snyder) Core, and three sons blessed their 
union: John, deceased; Jacob, subject; and 
Benjamin, a farmer of Battelle district. 
Liming was reared upon the farm, and edu- 
cated in the subscription schools of his dis- 
trict. He has always followed the pursuits 
of a farmer, first in Cass district, where he 
remained until 1848, when he removed to 
Battelle district, where he owns a farm of two 
hundred acres, and another farm of fifty acres 
in Mannington district, Marion county, and 
Carries ona successful agricultural business. 
During the Civil War he was a member of the 











Jacob | 





Virginia state militia. Religiously he was a 
member of the Church of Christ, and a stanch 
republican in political affiliations. 

Mr. Liming has been twice married; his 
first marital union was on September 16, 1847, 
with Margaret,a daughter of Jacob Horner, a 
blacksmith, of Clay district, this county. To 
this union were born two children: Leroy, 
deceased, and John M.,a farmer of Battelle 
district. On May 2, 1861, Mrs. Margaret 
Horner Liming died, and on August 21, 1862, 
Mr. Liming married as his second wife Mrs. 
Susanna Woodruff, a daughter of Samuel 
Hine Gardner, of Battelle district. Four chil- 
dren bless this union: Elizabeth Ann, wife 
of Sanford Ullom,a farmer of Church district ; 
Benjamin Franklin, a farmer on the home 
farm; Mary Catherine, at home, and Van 
Every De Arley, a farmer of Marion county, 
West Virginia. 


———_e@ 





ty SAMUEL E. B. KRAMER, of Smith- 

town, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia, has been engaged in the active practice 
of medicine for a period of forty years, which 
ranks him among the oldest practitioners of 
this county. He isa son of Theophilus and 
Sarah (Harter) Kramer, and was born at New 
Geneva, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, June 
25, 1838. 


zer Kramer, whose father was anative of Sax- 


His paternal grandfather was Balt- 


ony, Germany, born on the banks of the river 
Rhine; but during the early colonial days of 
this country, settled in New Jersey. For many 
years Baltzer Kramer was engaged with Hon. 
Albert Gallatin in the manufacture of glass. 
They located upon George’s creek, a short dis- 
tance above New Geneva, erecting a plant and 
then became the first glass manufacturers east 
of the Allegheny mountains. After operating 
there for some time they, in order to supply 
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the increased deinands of their rapidly grow- 


ing trade, builta larger and morecommodious | 


plant upon the bank of the Monongahela, one | 


mile below Greensboro, at a place for many 


years known as the ‘“‘ Old Glass Works,” now | 
Crawford's Landing. Here, after a long suc- | 
cessful business career, Mr. Kramer passed | 


away in 1853,aged 77 years. He married 
Jane, a daughter of Colonel Philips, a promi- 


nent citizen of Fayette county, and they be- 


came the parents of six children, three sons | 


and three daughters. 


13, 1892, at his home, which for many years 
was occupied by his father. Employed from 
early life in the glass factory, he naturally took 
up that line of business, and was engaged all 
his active life in manufacturing in some branch 
or other of the glass industry. In 1835 he 


embarked in the manufacture of potash, in 


Theophilus Kramer | 
was born in November, 1804, and died June | 


Fairmont, West Virginia, and at the same | 


time opened a general mercantile business, | 
continuing this combined enterprise until 1376, | 
when he retired and finally returned to the | 
old homestead, where he spent the remainder | 


of his life. For many years, he was identified 


with the Methodist Episcopal church, and | 
| Smithtown, dying there October 15, 1878, 
work. He was an exhorter and local minis- | 


took a prominent and active part in church 


ter, and conducted the first class-meeting ever | 


held in Fairmont. His was the home of itin- 


erant ministers. Zealous, active and earnest 
in church work, he did much for the cause of 


Christ and the establishment of Methodism. 


He was an old-line whig in early life, but upon | 


the organization of the republican party, cast 
his vote and influence with that party. 

Dr. Kramer was educated in the Carmi- 
chaels academy. Leaving the academy, he en- 
tered upon the study of medicine under Dr. 
John Stone, of Greensboro, under whom he 





read two years; and then took a course of 
lectures in the Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, in the seasons of 1856-7. 
ing college he practiced successfully at Mt. 
Morris and Smithfield, Fayette county, and at 


Leav- 


Webster, Taylor county, West Virginia, until 
1859, when he took a trip west. Ashort time 
prior to this gold had been discovered at 
Pike’s Peak, Colorado, and Dr. Kramer join- 
ed the great tide of emigration that was then 
drifting in that direction. He remained in that 
gold field one season, and in 1861 came to 
Smithtown, his present home and place of bus- 
In August, 1864, he enlisted in the 
Civil War, in company “C,” Seventeenth West 


iness. 


Virginia Volunteer infantry and served until 
the close of the war. He served as first ser- 
geant of his company, which was stationed at 
After 


the close of the war, he returned to Smith- 


Bulltown, Braxton county, this State. 


town, where he has since been engaged in the 
active and successful practice of his profession. 
He is a republican and takes an active part in 
local politics, and is a member of the Metho- 
dist Protestant church. September 5, 1861, 
he married Harriett P. Joliffe,a daughter of 
Joseph Joliffe, who was a life-long citizen of 
aged seventy-nine years. In early life he 
learned blacksmithing ; 


DB) 


lowed but a short time, until he engaged in 


this, however, he fol- 


the saw and grist milling business, which was 
his life-work. Politically he was a democrat, 
until the ordinance of secession was passed, 
when he identified himself with the republican 


| party. Heserved continuously for a period 


of forty years as postmaster of White Day, and 
was a member of the constitutional conven- 
tion that framed the Constitution for the new 
state of West Virginia. Dr. and Mrs. Kramer 
are the parents of eight children; Edward, 
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who married Mary DeVault, and resides at | White Day creek, one-half mile north of 


Beechwood, this county ; Joseph, a merchant | 


at Catawba, Marion county, married Minnie | 


DeVault ; 


married Buenavista McElroy; and William, | 


Mamie E., Roy, Baltzer and Paul, who reside 
at home with their parents. 


——— T7——_—_—_———_ 


HE WATSON FAMILY is of English de- 
scent; the original emigrant and founder 
of the American branch having settled in 
Charles county, Maryland, prior to the Revo- 
lutionary War, and was said to have been 
twice married and the father of several sons, 
among whom were Joseph, Zephaniah, and 
James Greene, whose descendants are scat- 
tered in many of the states of the Union. 

The old homestead, the first of which there 
is any definite knowledge, was situated upon 
an eminence, overlooking a beautiful country, 
near the town of Port Tobacco, in Charles 
county, and was known as “ Chestnut Ridge.” 
Here James G. Watson first saw the light of 
day, on February 23, 1756. Here he grew to 
manhood, and on July 13, 1776, married Ann 
Swan (zee Dyson), who was born July 17, 
1759. Their marriage resulted in the birth of 
five children. His second wife was Ann 
Reeder, who died June 5, 1853, aged ninety- 
six years. He remained in Maryland until 
the initial year of the present century, when 


he came to Monongalia county, Virginia (now | 


West Virginia), bringing with him three sons, 
Thomas, Henry and James Dent, and two 
daughters, Margaret and Mary Greene. 
near Stewarttown. In addition to his own 
family, he had also quite a number of slaves. 
After three years spent there, he purchased at 
public sale four hundred acres of land, on 


He | 
rented what is known as the Sadler farm, | 
| several children; Mary Greene never mar- 


Charles D. Meggs, of Beechwood, | 








Smithtown, in the same county, where he fol- 
lowed the quiet pursuits of husbandry until 
his death, March 8, 1834. 

Mr. Watson was a rather large and corpu- 
lent inan, of social, jovial disposition, loved 
the society of friends, and, delighting in the 
chase, kept a kennel of dogs, and mounted on 
his famous horse, ‘ Steamboat,” followed the 
music of his noisy pack o’er hills and valleys, 
far and near. 

Of the children, Thomas married Rebecca, 
daughter of William Haymond, whose wife 
was Cynthia Carroll, a descendant of Charles 
He set- 
Marion county, at 


Carroll, of Revolutionary memory. 
tled 
“Cis Montaine,” on Little creek, where he 


in what is now 
died in 1851, leaving several children, some 
of whom, and their descendants, are still living 
in and near the town of Fairmont. 

Henry married Cecelia Reeder, and built 
his home at Pine Grove, on White Day creek, 
one and a haif miles north of Smithtown, 
where there were born to him seven daughters 
and three sons, most of whom died young, 
and all of them, excepting Thomas H., the 
youngest, before their father. Thomas H. 
died January 7, 1880, leaving two sons, War- 
ren G.and Lemuel H.; and four daughters, 
Adlaide, Fannie K., Evaline B., and Mary E., 
all of whom are at Pine Grove. Ellen, the 
eldest daughter of Henry W., married Thorn- 
ton F. Hurry, and was the mother of two 
children, the surviving one of whom is G. H. 
Hurry, of Harrison county; Margaret became 
the wife of John Cox, and went to Hopkins 
county, Kentucky, where both died, leaving 


ried, but spent most of her life on her portion 
of her father’s estate, and the last years with 
her brothers; dying at Smithtown, February 
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6, 1868, a zealous church member and a 
Christian, worthy of all praise. . 

James D., the youngest son and child, was 
born on July 10, 1794, and died at Smithtown, 
November 2, 1865. From childhood he was 
trained to the duties of the farm, and learned 
to know, by actual experience, the cares and 
labors as well as pleasures of agricultural life, 
of which he afterwards became so fond. His 
education was perhaps a little better than the 
average of his day, he having gone to school at 

Brownsville for three months, and progressed 
so far as to have some knowledge of survey- 
ing. Although not strong, he was possessed 
of an active, progressive mind, which more 
than compensated for lack of physical strength. 
In 1825 he married Ann Maria, who was also 
a daughter of William and Cynthia Hay- 
mond, and settled on Bunner’s run, near Smith- 
town, where he remained until 1834, when 
he removed to Smithtown, having bought a 
farm of John Caruthers, at that place. In his 
chosen pursuits, farming and grazing, he was 
in advance of the average man of his day, and 
being correspondingly successful, acquired 
ten or twelve hundred acres of land in that 
vicinity. 

While on Bunner’s run, there were born 
to him four children: Helen, who died May 
19, 1847, in her twenty-first year; William E.; 
James G. H., who died September 21, 1852, 
in his twenty-third year; and Thomas F. In 
politics he was originally a whig, but with the 
downfall of that party in 1856, he became a 
democrat, voting with that party, although 
reasonable in his views on this as well as all 
other questions. Religiously, while in sym- 

pathy with the Episcopalians, he was a mem- 

ber of no church. 
Mrs. Watson having died January 14, 1844, 
he married Manerva S. S., daughter of John 








S. Barns, of near Fairmont. She also pre- 
ceded him to the grave in 1856. 

Of the colored people whom James F. 
Watson brought to this county, they, or some 
of their descendants, have remained in the 
family until the death of the last one, Mary 
Ann Jenkins, at Smithtown, on October 13, 
1894. “ Aunt Mary Ann” had remained with 
the family not only before, but through the 
war and its troubled times, and by her un- 
tiring industry, faithfulness, and integrity of 
character, had gained for herself a good name 
from all who knew her. 

William E. Watson, a prominent citizen of 
Monongalia county, and a director of the 
First National Bank of Fairmont, West Vir- 
ginia, was born on Bunner’s run, May 20, 
1828. 
father’s farm, and at intervals he attended the 
schools of that day, and made most of the 


His early years were spent upon his 


meagre advantages thus afforded, until the age 
of sixteen, when he entered the male academy 
at Morgantown, and remained three months, 
and in the same year attended the Northwest 
Virginia Academy at Clarksburg, under the 
direction of Gordon A. Battelle, remaining 
nine months, after which he returned to the 
farm. On Aoril 20, 1854, he married Caro- 
line M., a daughter of Nathan Davisson, of 
Harrison county, and went to the old home- 
stead on Bunner’s run, where for the ten 
succeeding years he was busy farming and 
handling stock. During this time there were 
born to him three children: Rose, Lee P., 
and May, deceased, July 29, 1894. After the 
death of his wife, December 2, 1864, he re- 
turned to Smithtown to be with his father, 
who was now alone, and where, with his 
daughters and brother (after his return from 
prison), he has resided in the house for many 
years occupied by his father. 
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Naturally endowed with clear, keen per- 
ception, and good sound judgment, which 
faculties have been cultivated by an extended 
and successful business experience, he ranks 
among the best dealers and business men of 
the county. 

Politically, he is ademocrat, although hehas 
never sought nor held office. Twice, however, 
he was tendered and accepted nominations for 
the state senate, for the tenth (now eleventh) 


senatorial district, consisting of Monongaliaand | 


Preston counties, and although the majority 
in the district at that time against his party was 
twelve hundred, lacked on the first occasion 
but a few votes of an election, attesting in the 
highest degree his popularity with the people. 
Religiously he is identified with the Protes- 
ant Episcopal church. He is a consistent 
Christian, a careful, conscientious business 
man, and a thorough gentleman in every re- 
spect. Naturally of a literary bent of mind, he 
has ever been an inveterate reader, and a 
close student, not only of books, but of men 
and events as well. He is a clear and logical 
thinker, possesses a vast fund of information, 
on a variety of subjects, which makes him a 
pleasing and entertaining conversationalist. 
Thomas F. Watson’s birth dates from Oct- 
ober 19, 1832. He had only the advantages 
offered by the common schools of his day, and 
remained on the farm until his fifteenth year, 
when he entered the store of Jonathan H. 
Haymond, at Fairmont, remaining in his em- 
vloy five years, and then fora shorttime with 
George T. Martin, of the same place. He 
then returned to the farm, and assisted in its 
care and management of stock, until the Civil 


War burst upon the country. In the early 


stages of that memorable conflict, charges of | 
disloyalty, the character of which never could | 


be definitely ascertained, were made against 


him. He was arrested and made a prisoner of 
war at Wheeling, and Camp Chase, Ohio, 
three years and a half, (the end of the war,) 
without even an opportunity of making a de- 


fence. Returning home July 9, 1865, he again 
engaged in farming, grazing, and stock-deal- 
ing, in which he and his brother William E. 


have been eminently successful. 


He is interested in many of the thrifty busi- 
ness enterprises of Fairmont; was one of the 
organizers of the Farmers’ Bank, and _presi- 
dent of that institution, until it was merged into 
the People’s Bank, of which he is a director. 
He is the principal owner of and president of 
the Mountain City Milling company, of Fair- 
mont, and a member of the firm of Watson 
and Martin, which conducts a large mercantile 
at Opekiska, this county. The 
Thomas F. Watson Hotel of Fairmont, one 


business 


of the most magnificent hotel structures in the 
State, was completed and thrown open to the 
public January 23,1895. In point of architectur- 
al beauty and design, completeness, and conve- 
nience of arrangements, it is unsurpassed, ex- 
Well ap- 
pointed and equipped with the most modern con- 


cept in a few of the larger cities. 


veniences throughout, and furnished in a most 
elegant and luxurious style, it stands as a last- 
ing monument to the public spirit and unsel- 
fish enterprise of its projector—Thomas F. 


Watson. 
— 


| AMUEL CALVIN STEWART was born 


July 1, 1832, where he now resides, in 
Grant district, a son of William and Elizabeth 


| Stewart. The Stewarts are of Scotch-Irish 


| extraction, and genealogists have found no 


difficulty in tracing their ancestry back to 
the ill-fated Mary Queen of Scots. 
of thought, independence of action and love 





Freedom 


| 
| of liberty are characteristics of the Stewart 
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family. Hence upon their overthrow and the 
accession of James I. of Scotland to the 
throne of England, in 1603, they passed over 


into Ireland, where they remained until after | 


the decisive battle of Boyne, in 1690, which 
resulted 
subjugation of Ireland. About the close of 
the seventeenth century they emigrated to the 
United States, where they could enjoy liberty 


of conscience and freedom of speech, which | 


are guaranteed to every American citizen. 
The goal of their ambition was to live under 
a free and independent government—a gov- 
ernment for which such patriots as William 
Wallace and Robert Bruce fought and gained 
an immortal reputation for the Scott’s valor 
and patriotism, and for which such statesmen 
as Henry Grattan and Daniel O’Connell put 
forth the greatest efforts of their lives while 
in the English Parliament. 

The original emigrant of this branch of the 
Stewart family was Asa Stewart, who was by 
a royal edict banished from Scotland, and 
came to the colonies, settling near Jamestown, 
Virginia. He had three sons, John, Charles 
and Robert, and John was the great-great- 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch. He 
(John) crossed the mountains and settled near 
Cheat river. 

William Stewart was the great-grandfather 
of Samuel Calvin Stewart, and settled in what 
is now Union district, Monongalia county, and 
founded the village of Stewarttown in about 
1773, and some time afterward patented a 


large tract of 1200 acres of land on Stewart’s | 


run, in what is now Grant district, upon which 


was afterwards erected a fort, known as Stew- | 


art’s block-house. 
John Stewart (grandfather) was born at 
Stewarttown, but died in Grant district in 


1795, at the age of forty-five years. When 


in the utter defeat and ultimate | 








the Stewarts settled there the county was 


sparsely settled, and while clearing up and 
converting the primeval forest into homes fit 
for the habitations of man, a few pioneer set- 
tlers were subjected to frequent attacks by the 
Indians, hence the immediate erection of a 
fort. From numerous romantic and thrilling 
experiences with the savages we give the fol- 
lowing: While William Stewart and John 
Parks, aged respectively twelve and thirteen 
years, were returning from a mill located on 
Scott’s run they were pursued by a number 
of Indians. The boys laid whip to their horses 
and narrowly succeeded in reaching the fort 
in safety, but lost their grist in the chase. 
The following night the same band of Indians 
killed William Dragoo at Barrackville, and 
carried his wife and two sons into captivity. 
William Stewart (father) was born in 1783, 
at Stewarttown, and died in May, 1856, at the 
home of his son, Rev. W. Newton Stewart, 
being stricken with paralysis while making 
his son a visit. He followed the tranquil and 
peaceful pursuits of husbandry all his active 
life upon a portion of the tract of land origi- 
He 
was a valiant and brave soldier in the War of 


nally settled arid patented by his father. 


1812, served under General Harrison, partici- 
pated in the engagement at Fort Meigs, and 
He 
was a member and elder of the Presbyterian 


many skirmishes with the Indian allies. 


church for many years, and was an active 
Mr. Stewart 
was twice married. His first marriage was 


worker and liberal supporter. 


with Polly Jenkins, by whom he had four 
Last 
he married Elizabeth Cunningham, and to 


children, two sons and two daughters, 


them were born seven children, four sons and 
three daughters. 

Samuel Calvin Stewart is the youngest son 
of William and Elizabeth Stewart, and was 
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born on Stewart's run, in Grant district, Mon- 


ongalia county, Virginia (now West Virginia), | 


July 1, 1832. He was reared upon his father's — 


farm, and his advantages for securing an edu- | 


cation were limited. Some of the school- 
houses were of a very primitive character, and 
near two miles from his home, and he never 
attended more than a three months’ term annu- 
ally. The greater part of his education, and 
far the most useful, has been obtained by self- 
study and by attrition with the world. Having 
a special faculty for mathematics and a natural 
taste for surveying, he applied himself to the 
study of this subject, and has made himself 
an expert in the practice of that branch. Few 
men in the State have had so extensive a 
practice in surveying and in executing decrees 
for the partition of lands. In 1869, he received 
a commission from Governor Boreman as 


notary public, and being a good penman, he | 


has done an extensive business in the writing 


and executing of agreements and deeds and | 


other duties pertaining to said office. Polliti- 
cally Mr. Stewart is a democrat, and for ten 


years has served as a member of the Demo- | 


cratic Executive Committee for Grant district, 
and was chairman of the county delegation at 
the State convention at Martinsburg in 1880; 


was a member of the committee on basis of | 


representation for this senatorial district, and 


acted as commissioner to re-assess the real- | 
estate of the second district of Monongalia | 
| county; and Edwin R., born August Ig, 1874; 


county in 1882. 
scribes to the dogmas of the Presbyterian 


In religious matters he sub- 


church, and takes a prominent part in the 
church of his choice. He is a strong advo- 
cate of the press as a means of education, 
and his contributions to it show him to be a 
He has been 
twice married; his first marriage was in 1860, 


with Mary E., a daughter of James T. Hess. 


versatile and ready writer. 





She died in 1865, without issue. In 1866, he 
married Emaline, a daughter of Dr. B. B. Cox, 
deceased, who was a grandson of Abraham 
Cox, one of the pioneer settlers on Indian 
creek, Grant district. Dr. Cox practiced the 
profession of medicine in Grant district suc- 
cessfully all his life. The children of S.C. 
and Emaline Cox Stewart are as follows: 
Olney B., who was born August 5, 1867; was 
educated in the Fairmont Normal school and 
the West Virginia University; served for fifteen 
months as stenographer on the Tactical Com- 
mission at Leavenworth, Kansas, and is now 
claim adjuster for the Union Casualty and 


| Surety Company, of Chicago, Illinois; Gilbert 


W., was born May 30, 1869, and died Decem- 
ber 24, 1892. 
future prospects were bright and promising. 


He was a young man whose 


He graduated from the Scientific Department of 
the Northern Indiana State Normal school, at 
Valparaiso, Indiana, in the class of 1888, and 
took a special course in the same institution 
in penmanship under one of the finest pen 
artists of the world, and in a short time devel- 
oped a skill in this line rarely excelled by 
those who make it their life work. He also 
possessed an unusual talent as a musician; 
Mary E., was born on March 3, 1871, gradu- 
ated from the Fairmont State Normal school, 
in the class of 1890, with high honors, 
being the poetess of the class. She is now the 


wife of Richard Fox, of Clay district, this 


attended the district schools; commenced 
teaching at the age of fifteen years, and after 
teaching two. terms in Mineral county and 
one near home, was appointed on June 15, 
1892, a cadet to the West Point Military 
academy, and the record for 1894 and 1895 
shows that he stands at the head of a class of 
seventy-three members, called the class of 
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96. 
tive examination, and the record he now has 
in the class shows that his appointment was 
fairly obtained. 


His appointment was won by competi- 





o——— 


ENJAMIN JACOB MILLER, a descend- 

ant of one of che oldest families of Mo- 
nongalia county, and a prosperous farmer of 
Grant district, is a son of Dudley Evans and 


Anna (Thorn) Miller, and was born on the | 


banks of Little Indian creek, in Grant district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, March 7, 
1839. The family is of German origin, but was 
transplanted from the Fatherland to this coun- 
try several generations ago. Three years prior 
to the building of the fort at Morgantown, 
great-great-grandfather Miller selected land 
near Hagerstown, Maryland, but upon hear- 
ing of the proposed building of a fort at that 
place he packed his humble household effects, 
placed them on a horse and started across the 
mountains, their destination being the scene 
of the intended fort. He carried with him on 
this trip a broadax he had brought with him 
from his native country ; with this ax most of 
the logs were hewed that were used in the 
construction of the fort. After the completion 
of the fort, his son, Thomas Miller, the great- 
grandfather of the subject, took up by toma- 
hawkright a large tract of nine hundred acres 
of land, in what is now Clinton district, this 
county. The land taken up is in the vicinity 
of Uffington and includes the farms of Nicho- 
las and Virgil Vandervort, John I. Joliffe, 
Braddock Hill, John Price and Thomas Lan- 
ham. 
now stands. One evening when he and his 
son Thomas, then about eleven years old, and 


another boy, were returning home from their | 


work, he was fired upon by the Indians in am- 


He began the improvement of this | 
tract at about where Virgil Vandervort's house | 





bush. The old gentleman jumped from his 
horse and ran towards Booth’s creek, but the 
Indians caught him, and killed and scalped 
him on about the site of the present residence 
of John Joliffe. After satisfying their savage 
instincts they retured to hunt for the boys, who, 
had they caught them, would undoubtedly 
The boys, how- 
ever, had concealed themselves in the top of 


have shared the same fate. 


a fallen tree, and although the savages passed 
over them, yet they escaped and returned to 
the fort to reveal the sad news of the loss of 
their father. 

Jacob Miller, grandfather, was born and 
reared on what is known as “ Miller’s Knob,” 
near Morgantown, and after his marriage re- 
moved to about three miles above Morgan- 
town, and located on the west side of the 
Monongahela river. Later he removed to 
Preston county and then returned to this 
county; this time settling near Arnettsville, 
where he died. 


He was a very extensive 


| farmer, owning about eleven hundred acres of 


land in Preston county, and a good farm in 
Grant district, this county. He was an old- 
line whig in political texture and served as 
deputy sheriff of the county, in its early his- 


tory before it was divided. He married Mar- 


| garet Evans, a daughter of Colonel Evans, of 


Morgantown, and eleven children were born 
to their union. 

Dudley Evans Miller, father, was born in 
what is now Grant district, near Morgantown, 
in 1816, and died near Arnettsville, December 
23, 1890, having lived all his lifejin Monongalia 
county, except about five years in Preston 
county. He was a successful, enterprising 
and thorough-going farmer and a steward and 
class-leader of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
He was twice married; first time to Anna 


Thorn, a daughter of Benjamin Thorn, an 
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: | 
early settler at Laurel Point, from eastern | 


Virginia. He was a slaveholder and large 
ber of years. The children of Dudley Evans 
Miller, by his first wife, were three sons and 
three daughters: Benjamin Jacob; Calvin W., 
deceased ; 
Philip B. Wisman, a prosperous farmer, of 


Margaret; Mary J., the wife of 


Grant district; Dennis T., a farmer, of near 
Arnettsville; Catherine M., who married San- 


ford Bock, who is interested in mining ope- | 


rations near Beechwood, this county. Mrs. 
Anna Thorn Miller died in May, 1868, at the 
age of fifty-three years, and Mr. Miller married 
as his second wife Mrs. Esther Combs, zee 
Smith, and one child was born to their union: 
Anna A. Miller. 

Benjamin Jacob Miller, when twelve years 
of age, was brought by his family to where he 
now lives on Indian creek, three miles north 
of Arnettsville, where with the exception of 
seven years he has always lived. He is a re- 
publican in politics and takes an active and 
intelligent interest. On December 28, 1864, 
he married Anarah Ballah, a daughter of 
Hiram Ballah, of Marion county, and six 


children have blessed their union: George F., | 
who married Grace Jamison, and now resides | 


in Clay district; formerly a teacher, now a 


farmer; Dora E., wife of T. W. Kinnan, a | 
farmer of Battelle district, this county; William | 


C., Katie A., B. Franklin, and ,Bessie Mabel, 


at home. 
—_o 





HOMAS MAPEL.—The Mapel family is 








Stephen Mapel, grandfather of Thomas 


| Mapel, subject of this sketch, was born in 
farmer, and served as a magistrate for a num- | 








of French origin, the earliest ancestor | 
of the family to come to the United States — 


being an exiled Huguenot, who finally settled 
in Middlesex county, New Jersey, near Prince- 
ton, in colonial days. The country surround- 
ing Princeton is yet known as Mapelton. 


12 


Middlesex county, New Jersey, February 17, 
1759. He enlisted, at the age of seventeen, 
in the New Jersey militia, as a minute-man, 
and served five years in the Revolutionary 
War. He rendered efficient service in monthly 
tours of duty, and, as occasion demanded, was 
drum-major. November 2, 1780, he married 
Mary Slack, and migrated to Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, early in 1781, where, with his 
uncle, Benjamin Mapel, they founded the 
village of Mapeltown, on Whitely creek. He 
died October 23, 1844, and his remains rest 
very near to the old homestead. Mary Slack, 
wife of Stephen Mapel, was a granddaughter 
of Thomas Schooley, a Welsh Quaker, and a 
weaver by trade, who settled in New Jersey 
about 1725, ona hill, now known as Schooley’s 
mountain. His daughter married Benjamin 
Slack, father-in-law of Stephen Mapel. The 
Slacks were Hollanders. Three sons, Thomas, 
Robert, and Benjamin, and six daughters, 
were born to Stephen and Mary (Slack) 
Mapel, all of whom married. The eldest son, 
Rev. Thomas Mapel, father of Thomas Mapel, 
was born at Mapeltown, November 3, 1781. 
He married Elizabeth Schroyer, of Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, August I, 1801, and 
He 


“to hold prayer-meeting and to 


died at the age of sixty-eight. 
licensed 


Was 


exhort,” March 11, 1813, and February 12, 
1815, he was licensed to preach as a Metho- 
dist Episcopal minister. Bishop Simpson re- 
ferred to him numerous times as “a valuable 


’ 


local preacher,” and his house in Dunkard 
township was a haven to all itinerant preach- 
ers, and to their families, for at least forty 
years. He was singularly gifted in prayer, 
and his sermons were terse and emphatic in 


style. In his early days, he engaged in farm_ 
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ing; and later, did an extensive business in 
flour, wool, and flaxseed oil manufacturing. 
He also engaged in the selling of merchandise, 
and built and operated a mill on Dunkard 
creek. He owned five hundred acres of land 
at his death, and was one of the most suc- 
cessful and best known men of Greene 
county. 

A family of eight sons and six daughters 
were born to Rev. Thomas and Elizabeth 
(Schroyer) Mapel, all but one of whom reached 
maturity and married. Thomas, the fifth son, 
was born June 4, 1816, and was reared on his 
father’s subscription 
schools of Dunkard township. He succeeded 


farm, attending the 
him in the milling business, which he pursued 
with profit for ten years, shipping his flour to 
the Pittsburg market. In 1860 he began 
farming and stock-raising. For five years he 
held the commission of captain in the Pennsyl- 
vania state militia. He came to Monongalia 
county, Cass district, in the fall of 1862, where 
he has since resided. Politically, he is, and 
always has been, a democrat. Fraternally, a 
Free Mason. March 1, 1857, he married 
Susannah Pickenpaugh, daughter of Peter and 
Barbara (Miller) Pickenpaugh, of Monongalia 
county, Virginia. Their family consists of: 
Newton James; Walter Peter, of Iowa; Fitz 
Hiram, deceased; Ida Bigler; and Adah Lee. 
The sons were educated at public school and 
West Virginia University; the daughters at 
public school, Beaver College, and the Phila- 
delphia School of Design for Women. 


_——— SS 


OSES STROSNIDER, deceased, was born 

on Whitely creek, in Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, January 12, 1806, and died De- 
cember 26, 1882, at Blacksville, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia. The Strosnider family 


1 
| 











of which he was a representative is of German 
lineage, and the German characteristics of 
honesty, faithfulness, thoughtfulness, perse- 
verance and industry largely predominated in 
the make-up of the character of Moses Stro- 
snider. The founder of the family in the 
United States was Gasper Strosnider, who was 
born in Germany, but emigrated to America 
and settled in the valley of Virginia. There 
he was married to Sarah Syphers, and later 
moved to Greene county, Pennsylvania, where 
he died. To the marriage of Gasper Stro- 
snider and Sarah Syphers were born eight 
children: John, Michael, Peter, Simon, Moses, 
Kener, Mary and Margaret. Moses settled in 
Blacksville, Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
In his religious affiliation, he was a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and active in 
all matters pertaining to church work. Moses 
Strosnider did not have the advantages for ob- 
taining an education as are afforded the youth 
of to-day, but gained such knowledge as could 
be obtained in the subscription schools. He 
early evinced a mechanical turn of mind, and 


| learned the trade of wheelwright, building 
_ the old and superanuated spring-wheel much 


in use inthose days. He wasaman of enter- 
prise, and seeing a good opportunity for a 
woolen mill on Dunkard creek, built and 
operated a woolen and grist-mill combined 
near Blacksville for many years, and afterwards 
moved the woolen mill to Blacksville, West 
Virginia. 

He was a valuable addition to the town of 
Blacksville, entering with spirit and enthusiasm 
into every move which had for its object the 
good of the town, and the welfare and pros- 
perity of the people at large. His kindness 
of heart, his benevolence of spirit, and his ex- 
treme humanity will be remembered among 
his 


most striking traits. He was strictly 
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moral, and was instrumental in the building | 


of the Baptist church of Blacksville, giving 
largely of his time and money to the consum- 
mation of the enterprise. 
April 15, 1828, to Mary Thompson, a de- 
scendant of Lemon Thompson, who, with 
two brothers, Jsaac and Andrew, emigrated 


from England to America, Lemon settling in | 
eastern Virginia, afterward moving to Greene | 
county, Pennsylvania, where his father, who | 
was wealthy, bought and presented to him a | 


large farm. 
Andrew in California. 


Isaac settled in Kentucky, and 
Lemon Thompson 


married Mary Leslie, of Irish lineage, who had | 


three brothers and two sisters: Benjamin, 
Samuel, Joseph, Sally and Hannah Leslie. 
Mary Thompson Strosnider was born May Io, 


1804, and died June 13, 1877, aged seventy- | 
To the | 
marriage of Moses Strosnider and Mary | 
Dr. | 


three years and twenty-four days. 


Thompson were born ten children: 


He was married | 


OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





Thompson, who died November 10, 1892, | 


after a successful career as a physician in 
Blacksville for about forty years. He was mar- 
ried to Sarah Thompson, of Ohio, and to 
them were born seven children: Josephus, a 
cabinet-maker at Blacksville, married Elizabeth 
Thomas, of Whitely, Pennsylvania, and to 
them were born ten children: Sarah, wife of 
William Morgan, of Marion county, West 


Virginia, and to whom was born one child. | 


Mrs. Morgan died May 2, 1889, aged fifty-six 
years, five months and fifteen days; Mary 
Ann, wife of Corbley Orndoff, a merchant of 
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania; Caroline Francis 
M., died in infancy; Gasper F., whose sketch 
follows; Mahala Alene, wife of A. G. Chaplin, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work ; 
Margaret Marie, the proprietress of the hotel 
at Blacksville,owned and operated by her father 
for a period of over forty years, which, under 


- Blacksville. 





_ mill plant, containing four acres. 
ber 
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her judicious management, has become the 
popular resort of the traveling public of that 
section of the country; Michael Leslie, who 
married Caroline Wallace, of Waynesburg, 


Pennsylvania, and resides at that place. To 
them were born four children; James Neeson, 


who died on November 24, 1870, aged twenty 
years. Margaret Strosnider has in her pos- 
session a bureau which has passed through the 
Deborah Dyer, Leslie, Thompson and Stro- 
snider families, and the record of which has 
been cherished through each generation, is 


now in her possession. 








Se 


| 4 fewer F. STROSNIDER, a prosperous 


and enterprising miller, and an industri- 
ous and respectable citizen of Clay district, 
Monongalia county, is a son of Moses and 
Mary (Thompson) Strosnider, and was born 
in Wayne township, Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania, August 3, 1839. For the ancestral and 
genealogical part of Mr. Strosnider’s sketch 
see the sketch of his father, preceding this. 
Jasper F. Strosnider received what limited 
education he has inthe village schools of 
He learned the trade of a miller, 
and in 1865 came to where he now resides, on 
Dunkard creek, and embarked in the milling 
business, and has continued in that line to the 
present time. He built the grist-mill at Blacks- 
ville, and furnished it with all the new and 
modern machinery for the manufacturing of 
flour, including the roller process, and has 
built up and commands a flourishing trade. 
In addition to this mill property, he owns a 
farm of one hundred and seventeen acres, and 
another mill property known as the Minor 
On Novem- 
16, 1869, he married Susan Virginia 
Marsh, a daughter of Elias Marsh, of Ritchie 
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county, West Virginia. To their union were 
born the following children: Moses Elias, 
born August 10, 1870, and died in infancy; 
Mary Belle, born August 16, 1871, married 
Corbley Orndoff, of Whiteley 
Greene county, Pennsylvania; Emma Maud, 
born May 13, 1873; Samuel Thompson, born 
November 3, 1874; Laura Dell, born March 
7, 1876; Frank Marsh, born July 5, 1877, and 
died in infancy; Victoria Ann, born Septem- 
ber 1, 1878; Sarah Myrtle, born January 23, 
1880, and was drowned September 1, 1881; 
Flora Virginia, born October 18, 1881; Homer 
Price, born April 26, 1883; Edna Blanch, 
born November 5, 1885; Ada Marie, born 
December 20, 1887; and Pansie Ocha, born 
April 28, 1891. 


oe 


township, 





Ge BROWN, an intelligent citi- 
zen, and a prosperous farmer of Clinton 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is 
a son of Samuel B. and Parmelia (Zinn) Brown, 
and was born January 6, 1832, near Gladeville, 
Preston county, West Virginia (then Virginia). 
During the stirring political periods of Scot- 
land, in the seventeenth and eighteenth centu- 
ries, there was often much persecution, and 
many families fled from their native land, and 
settled in the north of Ireland, where they be- 
came the founders of that wonderful Scotch- 
Irish race, that has given to America so many 
men whose names adorn the pages of history. 
A descendant from one of these families was 











William Brown, the founder in America of | 
that branch of the family of which the subject | 


of this record is a worthy scion. William 


Brown settled in Virginia, receiving in 1726 | 


from Lord Fairfax a grant of a tract of land of | 


three hundred and twelve acres, near Dum- | 
fries, Prince William county. This farm, six | whole company walking from Harrison county 


sion of the descendants of the family until 
1825. His eldest son, William Brown, Jr., in 
1744, was placed under the guardianship of 
Cuthbert Harrison and George Byrn, gentle- 
men, and twelve years later married Elizabeth 
Buckner Byrn, a daughter of his ward. To 
this union were born four children, as follows: 
John, who was sheriff of Prince William 
county from 1800 to 1805, and died in 1825 ; 
Thomas; Lydia; and Mary Anne. 

Thomas Brown, grandfather, was born Sep- 
tember 7, 1760, in Prince William county. 
He enlisted in the cause of colonial rights 
against parliamentary usurpation, and did 
valiant service for the cause of liberty in the 
Revolutionary War, taking part in a number 
of battles, among which was the battle of 
Cowpens, for which service he drew a pension 
from 1832 until his death. In 1785 he mar- 
ried Anna Ash, and twenty years later, in 
1805, purchased a large tract of land, consist- 
ing of 578 acres, located some miles west of 
Kingwood, the county seat of Preston county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia). This pioneer 
home of the Browns is now designated as the 
Stone House. 
of his life, engaged in agricultural pursuits, 


He lived there the remainder 


dying in 1844, at the age of eighty-four years. 

Samuel B. Brown, third son born to the 
union of Thomas and Anna Ash Brown, was 
the father of the subject of this sketch. He 
was born in Prince William county, October 
24, 1793, and came to Preston county at the 
age of twelve years. He lived in that county 
until 1833, when he removed to Clinton dis- 
trict, this county, but returned, in 1841, to 
Preston county, where he died March 18, 1859. 
Although young, he served in George I. 
Davinson’s company in the War of 1812, the 


miles from Manassas, remained in the posses- | to Norfolk, Virginia. Parmelia Zinn, his wife, 
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was born May 4, 1804, and died April 7, 1886. | 


She was a daughter of Jacob Zinn, of German 


lineage, who came from the vicinity of Hagers- | 


town, Maryland, and settled near Kingwood, 


in what is known as Monongalia county | 
Glades, where he died in 1853, at the age of | 


eighty-four years. 
Bland, zée Byrne. 
Hon. William B. Zinn, who represented Preston 


Among their children was 


His wife was Mrs. Sallie | 





county a number of terms in the house of | 


delegates of Virginia, and was a member of the 
constitutional convention that framed the con- 
stitution for the State of West Virginia. The 
children born to the union of Samuel B. 
and Parmelia (Zinn) Brown were as follows : 
Ashford, a practicing physician at Webster, 
Taylor county, this State; Lycurgus, who 
served in the late Civil War in company “FE,” 
Fifteenth regiment, West Virginia infantry; 
Clarissa B., the wife of George Styer, of Gar- 
rett county, Maryland; William B., a farmer 
of Preston county, and an ex-soldier in com- 
pany “E,”’ Seventeenth regiment, West Vir- 
ginia infantry; Granville, subject; Amelia, 
unmarried, lives on the old home place; 
Ruhamy, deceased ; Sarah A.; Elizabeth, who 
also resides on the homestead; Loretta, de- 
-ceased ; and Marcellus J., deceased. 

Granville Brown was reared upon the farm 
in Preston county, and attended the subscrip- 
tion schools of his district, and in his early life 
taught a number of terms of school. In 1855 





he removed to Clinton district, this county, | 


and located upon a farm near Halleck, where, | 


with the exception of one year, he has resided 
ever since, engaged in agricultural and col- 
lateral pursuits. When the crisis of secession 


confronted us, and the disintegration of the | 


Union was threatened,—that Union for which 
two generations of his ancestry had fought,— 
true to the patriotic instincts of his forefathers, 


he rushed to the defence of his country. He 
entered the service as a first lieutenant in the 
Fourteenth regiment of West Virginia infan- 
try, where he served eight months, and in 
April, 1863, was mustered out, and then was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Fourth West Virginia cavalry, in which regi- 
ment he served until March 7, 1864, when it 
was mustered out, and he then volunteered 
and entered company “ E,” Seventeenth regi- 
ment volunteer infantry, as second lieutenant, 
soon after its organization, and served until! 
June 30, 1865. In _ this 
worthy of record, as an historical fact,. that 
Bailey Brown, a grandson of Thomas Brown, 
and first cousin of Granville Brown, was the 
first Virginian killed in the defence of the 
United States government in the Civil War. 
This occurred at Fetterman, near Grafton, 
Taylor county, May 22, 1861, the day preced- 
ing the election on the question of the seces- 


connection, it is 


sion of Virginia. 

On August 1858, Granville Brown and 
Elizabeth Watson, a daughter of James Wat- 
Their marital 


22 


“4, 


son, were united in marriage. 
union has been blessed in the birth of the fol- 


lowing children: Samuel B., whose sketch 


appears elsewhere in this-volume;. James E., 
who graduated from the classical and law de- 
partments of the West Virginia University, and 
is now practicing his profession in Chicago, 
Illinois; Mary L., wife of Rev. George W. Bent, 
a minister in the Methodist Episcopal church, 
now located at Wadestown, this county ; Laura 
B., at home; L. Judson, of San Francisco, 
California; George M., of Lock Lynn, Mary- 
land; Adaline; Virgil; Ellery ; and Thomas G. 

Granville Brown is a devout member of the 
Baptist church, and is active in all church 
work. For thirty years he has been a deacon 
in the church organization of the same name, 
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and for a number of years served as superin- 


tendent of the Sabbath-school at Gladeville, | 


Preston county. 








<=) 


PAAEON B. HOARD, a descendant of a 

Virginia family and a respected citizen 
of Union district, this county, is a son of James 
and Tabitha (Lewis) Hoard, and was born on 


the old homestead of the Hoards, near the was the ‘wife of Charles Stewart, of this 


church, of which he was for many years a’ 
consistent member, and in political matters he 

was a stanch democrat. He was a lieutenant 
for a period in the old Virginia state militia. 
He married Tabitha, a daughter of Levi Lewis, 
of Welsh lineage, but a native of Guernsey 


county, Ohio. This marriage was productive 


in the issue of ten children: Mary, deceased, 


present post-office of Hoard in Union district, | 


Monongalia county, West Virginia, August 
10, 1818. 
The family originally came from England 


and was among the early-settled families of | 


the present State of Virginia, in about 1770- 
John Hoard, grandfather of the subject of 
this sketch, came from eastern Virginia, to 
what is now Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia, and purchased and received a deed for 
three hundred and eighty-four acres of land, 
upon which the subject of this record now 
lives. 
neighborhood obtained by a deed of pur- 
chase. His trade was that of a manufacturer 
of saddle-trees. He married a German lady 


by the name of Mary Snyder, and they be- 


ters as follows: Margaret, married Samuel 
Everly ; Elizabeth, became the wife of George 
Martin, Sarah and James, the father of the 
subject of this record. After the death of 
John Hoard, his widow, Mrs. Mary Snyder 
Hoard, married William Donaway and had 


This tract of land was the first in the | 





one child, a daughter, Mary, who married a | 


Mr. Rex. James Hoard, father, was born on 
his father’s farm in 1772, and died at the same 
place on January 22, 1851. He devoted his 


life to the interests of husbandry, and was well | 
known as a prosperous and successful farmer | 


and stock-raiser. He was a firm believer in 
the doctrines of the Methodist Protestant 


| 





' and has been for several years. 


county; Sarah, deceased; John L., was a 
farmer of Union district, this county; James, 
died unmarried, was a farmer of the district; 
Elizabeth ; William, unmarried and a farmer ; 
Jemima, became the wife of David Keener, 
of Greene county, Pennsylvania; Tabitha, 
married Robert Ross, of this county, and 
Margaret. 
this sketch. 
Aaron B. Hoard was reared upon the farm 


All deceased except the subject of 


| and has pursued farming all his life upon a 


farm which is part of the original homestead. 
He served for a time in the state militia during 


the late Civil War. He is a member and a 


| class-leader of the Methodist Episcopal church 


On Septem- 


| ber 14, 1845, Sarah Pickenpaugh, daughter of 
came the parents of one son and three daugh- | 


Peter Pickenpaugh, of Greene county, Penn- 
sylvania, became his wife. Ten children have 
blessed their union; Benjamin, whose sketch 
follows; James L., died in early boyhood; 
Sabina O., wife of William Davis, a farmer of 
Cass district, this county; Tabitha, died in 
infancy; Virgil E.,a farmer of Union district ; 
Ann, Eliza, wife of George I. Rudolph, of 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania; Susanna E. and 
William, both at home. 


SS 


ENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOARD is a 
son of Aaron B. Hoard, whose sketch 


appears above. He was born on his father's 
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was schooled in the common schools of Union | 





district, and until 


ing. 


engaged in merchandizing for one year, when | 
he returned to Monongalia county and was | 
engaged upon the construction of lock and | 
dam No. 9g, on the Monongahela river. Upon | 


the completion of this work, he was appointed 
keeper of the lock by the United States engineer 
in charge, a position he has held ever since. 
He also owns a farm of eighty acres in Union 
district, to the cultivation of which he gives 
some of his time and attention. 
is a republican, and fraternally a member of 


Point Marion Council, No. 507, Jr.O.U.A. M. | 


March 21,1877, he married Emma F. Conn, 
a daughter of Jacob Conn, a cabinet-maker 
and undertaker of Point Marion, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania. Five children have 
been born to this union: Mamie B., a student 
at the West Virginia University ; James Luth- 
er, who is attending select school at Point 


Marion; Charles Ray, Lelia Belle, and Ella 
Lena, who died in infancy. 





o——_—. 


EAR JACKSON KINKAID, one of 
the most thorough, careful and energetic 


reliable and substantial citizen, of near Hal- 
lock, in Clinton district, is a son of Moses 


Kinkaid and Rebecca (Corrothers) Kinkaid, | 
| merchant; John, deceased, who became very 


and was born in what is now Clinton district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, June 17, 
1831. William Kinkaid, grandfather of A. J. 
Kinkaid, was a native of county Tyrone, 
Ireland, and there married a Miss Work, who 
bore him five children: Moses, John, William, 
Nancy and David. 


farm June 9, 1846. Benjamin Franklin Hoard | 


was engaged in farm- | 
Upon the latter date he removed to | 
Rosedale, Greene county, Pennsylvania, and | 








Politically he | 
| Kinkaid’s wife, died January 1, 1868, at the 








In 1794 allof the family except David, who 
remained in his native country, emigrated to 
the United States, and settled in what is 
Marion county, this State, about four miles 
southeast of what is now Smithtown, where 
William and his wife were married on the 
old home farm. Here William and his sons 
engaged in farming, in which they became 
prosperous and successful, contributing largely 
to the clearing up and development of that 


| section. 


Moses Kinkaid, father of A. J. Kinkaid, was 
born March 1, 1792, and died at his home, 
near Clinton Furnace, in Clinton district, on 
February 18,1877. Rebecca Kinkaid, Moses 


Both died at their 
old home after raising a family of nine children, 


age of seventy-two years. 


and after living in the same house for over 
fifty years, the mother of these children was 
the first death ever in the house, having re- 
sided there continuously for a period of sixty 
Prior to his death, Moses Kinkaid was 


actively engaged all his life in farming, stock- 


years. 


raising and grazing, which he regarded as one 
of the most honorable pursuits a person could 
follow. In this occupation his earnest and 
energetic efforts were crowned with abundant 


success owning at one time fourteen hundred 


| acres of valuable land, which he divided be- 
farmers in the State of West Virginia, and a | 


tween his five sons: Andrew Jackson still 
lives on the farm that he got from his father, 
consisting of two hundred and thirty-one 
acres; David, the oldest, was a farmer and a 


wealthy and whose children are now in the 
west, where they have won honor and fortune ; 
William, deceased, was a farmer, later a note- 
shaver and accumulated a fortune; Mary Jane, 
the eldest daughter was twice married; first 
time to Rev. Alpheus Rabe, and after his de- 
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cease she married Joshua Jenkins, with whom | town property and three hundred acres of 


she lived the remainder of her life; Moses W.; | 
Andrew Jackson Kinkaid, married on October | 
29, 1857, to Miss Elizabeth Catherine Durr, | 


of Greene county, Pennsylvania. She died 
February 4, 1864. To their union was born 


one child, John Durr, who died in September, | 


1863, his mother following him shortly after- 
wards. 

Mr. Kinkaid married on February 7, 1872, 
as his second wife, Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth 
Brand, zee Van Horn, of Harrison county, 
this State. She bore him four children, two 
sons and two daughters: one daughter died 
in infancy; Andrew Jackson is engaged in 
farming pursuits with his father ; Orion Lavelle, 
after attending the West Virginia State Uni- 
versity, attended Scio college, Ohio, gradu- 
ating from the commercial department in 1893, 
at the age of nineteen, and from the depart- 
ment of pharmacy in 1894, and is now em- 
ployed in a drug store, at Manchester, Iowa; 
Elsie Clara Belle, deceased, and Nancy Cath- 
erine, now at home with her father, a fine 
musician, married Joseph T. Keener, now de- 
ceased, of Greene county, Pennsylvania, a 
well-known and _ successful cattle-dealer, an 
energetic, progressive and successful business 
man in his day. 

A. J. Kinkaid was born, reared and has 
always resided in Clinton district. In 1858 
he removed from the place of his birth to his 


present farm near Halleck. This tract origi- | 


nally consisted of two hundred and thirty-one 
acres, but he has added to it by purchase until 
it now contains three hundred and thirty-six 


acres of valuable and well-improved land, most | 


He 
also owns other tracts of land aggregating 
one thousand acres, and two valuable proper- 
ties in Preston county, this State, and valuable 


of which is in a fine state of cultivation. 








| grazing, 


valuable timber land in Tucker county. In 
connection with his large farming interests, he 
pursues to some extent the closely related in- 
dustries of stock-raising, stock-dealing and 
To this occupation he brings the 
experience of attentive and advanced years, 
matured judgment and admirable integrity of 
character, which entitle him to rank among 
the most thrifty and reliable citizens of the 
county. He is a democrat, and has beena 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
for forty years. 





i) 





LPHEUS WORLEY BROWN was born 
August g, 1822, in Cass district, Monon- 

galia county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
and died on the old Brown homestead, in Clay 
district, February 1890. The great-great- 
grandfather of Dr. Alpheus Brown was Wen- 


22, 
dell Brown, who, with his son, Manns Brown, 
were the first two white settlers west of the 
Allegheny mountains. The grandfather of 
Dr. Brown was Adam Brown, who married 
Christina Statler, a sister of Jacob Statler, in 
1784, and came from Fayette county, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1796, to near the site of Brown’s 
Mills, in Clay district. Among his children 
was Andrew Brown, father of the subject of 
this sketch. Andrew Brown was born March 
9, 1796, and was raised on a farm; married, 
July 5, 1821, Miss Martha Worley, and they 
became the parents of the following children: 
Alpheus W., subject; Louisa J., widow of the 
late Dr. J. V. Boughner ; Melissa A.; Albert; 
and Leroy J., all deceased except Mrs. Bough- 
ner. 

Andrew Brown was a farmer and miller. 
In 1832 he was appointed a justice of the 
peace, and served until 1851. In 1846 he was 
nominated by his party as a candidate for the 
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house of delegates, in the then strong demo- 


| 


cratic county of Monongalia, and was elected. | 


He was again electedin 1859. He died Octo- 


ber 11, 1874. Politically, he was a whig and © 


republican, and was strongly opposed to seces- | 


sion, and, upon the breaking out of the Civil | 
War, took a strong stand for the cause of the — 


Union. 
energy, and accumulated a considerable for- 


He was a man of great industry and 
tune. Of strict integrity, possessing much 
natural talent and strong common sense, 
always taking an active part in public questions 
and enterprises, a reader and thinker, one of 


the leading men of his neighborhood, he was | 


eminently useful to the community and the 
county. 

Dr. Alpheus W. Brown was reared upon 
the old homestead in Clay district. In his 
early youth, he attended school at Greene 


academy, Carmichael’s, Greene county, Penn- | 
sylvania, and later spent several years in | 
Monongalia academy, at Morgantown. Leav- | 


ing school, he entered upon the study of 
medicine in the office of Dr. Charles McLain, 


at Morgantown. He then attended the lec- 


tures in Philadelphia, and soon after located at | 


Washington Court House, Ohio, for the prac- 
tice of his profession, where he also carried on 
a drug business. Shortly after locating in 
Ohio, he married a Morgantown lady by the 
name of Elizabeth Dorsey, who lived but 
eleven months. He remained in Ohio ten 
years, when, at the earnest solicitations of his 
father, he returned to assist the latter in his 
business. He made the old homestead his 
home the remainder of his life. Politically, 
he was a whig, but upon the disruption of that 
party, became a republican. The first promi- 
nent part he took in politics was as a delegate 
to the Wheeling reorganization convention, 


that met at Wheeling to reorganize the gov- 








ernment of Virginia. Later, he served two 
terms as a member of the house of delegates 
of West Virginia, and as a member of the 
board of supervisors, under the old constitu- 
tion, when that board transacted the business 
of the county commissioners. After the board 
substituted for the 


board of supervisors, he held the office of 


of commissioners was 
county commissioner ten years, or until his 
death. 

He was a man of strict integrity, upright- 
ness of character, and possessed, in an eminent 
degree, the confidence, love, and respect of all 
who knew him. 

He was a vigorous worker in the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and took a prominent part 
in all matters pertaining to the same, as Sun- 
day-school superintendent, steward, and trus- 
tee. On November 25, 1862, he married, as 
his second wife, Anna Nicholson, a great-grand- 
daughter of Commodore James Nicholson, a 
captain in the Revolutionary War, and the 
first commodore of the American navy. His 
daughter, Hannah Nicholson, became the wife 
of Albert Gallatin, the celebrated scholar and 
The father of James Nicholson 
was a native of Berwick on the Tweed, whence 


statesman. 


he emigrated to near Baltimore, Maryland, 
where he received a grant of land, known as 
“Nicholson Manor.’ 


, 


S 
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R. IRA EPHRAIM HALL, a talented 
and prosperous physician of Blacksville, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a son 
of Ephraim B. and Elizabeth (South) Hall, 
and was born July 31, 1859, in Clinton dis- 
trict, Monongalia county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia). The ancestry of Dr. Hall is of Ger- 
man and English origin, and was among the 
early settled families of Fayette county, Penn- 
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sylvania. His father, Ephraim Hall, was born 
in Fayette county, between Smithfield and 
Uniontown, the county seat, in about the year 
1818. 
county, and was given such educational advan- 


He grew to manhood in his native 


tages as were afforded in the common or 
In about 1850 
he removed to Clinton district, Monongalia 


public schools of that day. 


county, and resided there until 1865; from 


there he moved to Pennsylvania, residing | 


there two and a half years, he went to Illi- 
nois, remaining there two and a half years, 
when he again returned 
county, settling this time in Grant district, 
near Laurel Point, where he now resides, en- 
Politi- 
cally he is a democrat, and religiously a 
deacon in the Baptist church. 


gaged inthe pursuits of agriculture. 


twice married; his first marriage was with 


Miss Roda Ross, and one child blessed this | 


union, J. Ross Hall, who resides at Laurel 
Point. His second marriage alliance was 
with Elizabeth South, a daughter of Elijah 


South, of an old and prominent family of | 


Greene county, Pennsylvania. To this mar- 
riage union were born the following children: 
Samuel J., a resident of Wadestown, Monon- 
galia county, West Virginia; Anna C., the 
wife of William B. Hess, a prominent citizen 
of Grant district; Elijah Benton, a resident of 
Battelle district, this county; Dr. Ira Ephraim 
(subject); J. Milton, a resident of Wades- 
town, Battelle district ; William P., located at 


Shillwater, Oklahoma, a money broker; 


to Monongalia | 


He has been | 





George M., also in the west; Jesse S., at | 


home with his parents; Squire T., a prac- 
ticing physician at Morgantown, West Vir- 
ginia, a graduate of the Baltimore Medical 
college. 

Dr. Hall received his English education in 
the common schools and the West Virginia 


University at Morgantown. He then taught 
school in Monongalia county and in Kansas 
and Illinois for about seven years. Having 
determined upon the profession of medicine 
as a craft, he returned to Blacksville and en- 
After 
two years of preparation he entered the 
Western Pennsylvania Medical college at 
Pittsburg, from which he graduated in March, 
1892. 


tered upon the study of the profession. 


He located at once in Blacksville, and 


_ has practiced there ever since with success 


and profit. In his religious affiliations he is a 
Baptist, whilst politically he is a democrat, 
and while in Kansas served for a time in the 
judicial capacity of a justice of the peace. He 
is a member of Blacksville Lodge, No. 88, 
LO. 0:-F. 

On April 2, 1886, he married Mrs. Isabella 
Gas, xée Bowlby, a daughter of Coleman 
Bowlby, of Greene county, Pennsylvania. 








S 


NOCH J. EVANS, a prosperous farmer, 
grazer, and business man of Morgan 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is 
a son of Enoch and Mary (John) Evans, and 
was born November 18, 1829, on the old 
homestead, in Morgan district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia (then Virginia.) The 
Evans family, of which the subject of this 
sketch is a worthy scion, is of Welsh ancestry. 
His grandfather, John Evans, was one of the 
pioneers who settled in the vicinity of Crooked 
run, Monongalia county, having settled there 
some time prior to the Revolutionary War, 
The land 
which he owned and cleared for cultivation is 


coming from eastern Virginia. 


| now the property of the late John Garlow 


heirs. He was a thorough-going and indus- 


trious man, and accumulated extensive landed 


interests, giving each of his sons a farm. He 
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years. 


was with a Miss Sarah Williams, and resulted | 


in the birth of three children: Enoch, father ; 
Lewis, who, at the death of his mother, was 
taken to the state of Kentucky, where he 
lived the remainder of his life; a daughter, 
who married a Mr. Ashcraft, and removed to 


Missouri. His second marriage was with 


died June 27, 1832, at the age of seventy-six | peace. He married Mary, a daughter of Wil- 
He was twice married; his first union | 


liam John, one of the pioneers of Monongalia 
county, whose family history appears under 


_ the heading of Lanselot John, of this county. 


Elizabeth Raver, of the vicinity of Crooked | 


run, this county, and was prolific in the birth 
of ten children: David, who located at Mari- 
etta, Ohio, where he followed merchandizing, 
and where he died; Samuel was a farmer in 


Doddridge county, this State; Otha died in 


early manhood, leaving four children; Eli was 
a farmer of Greene county, 


Pennsylvania; | 


Hugh was a resident and farmer of near | 


Clarksburg, Harrison county, this State; Al- 


fred located in Greene county, and followed | 
the pursuits of agriculture, as did also the | 


next son, Isaac, who lived in this county at 


the time of his death; Nancy married George | 


Watters; Sarah, and Aramiah died in this 
county. : 
Enoch Evans, father of Enoch J. Evans, 
was born in Greene county, Pennsylvania, De- 
cember 5, 1777, and died on the homestead, in 
Morgan district, near Morgantown, on Febru- 
ary 22, 1874. He was reared upon a farm, 
and his early training, as well as his natural 


instinct, led him into agricultural pursuits. In | 





1812 he purchased a farm consisting of two | 


hundred and thirty acres, now forming a part | 
of the farm of the subject of this record. He | 
afterwards, by purchase, added to this farm | 


until at his death he owned three hundred and 


fifly acres of land. In political texture he 


was an enthusiastic democrat, and being recog- | 
nized as a man of good judgment, was elected | 


for a number of terms as a justice of the 


Their marriage was blessed in the birth of 
eight children, four sons and four daughters, 
1808, re- 
moved in 1840 to Ohio, and in about 1860 to 
Vernon county, Wisconsin, where he died 


as follows: William was born in 


February 8, 1889; Sarah, deceased, married 
John Ross, of this county; George W., de- 
ceased, was a farmer of Marion county; Eliza 
is the wife of A. C. Reppert, of this county ; 
Caroline, widow of the late J. J. Harris, of 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania; and Enoch J., 
Enoch J. Evans was educated in the 
He 
took up the pursuit of agriculture upon com- 


subject. 
subscription schools on his father’s farm. 


mencing the battle of life on his own account, 
and has always followed it in connection with 
collateral industries of grazing and stock-rais- 
ing. His ancestors for several generations 
have always been strong believers in the prin- 
ciples of the Jeffersonian democracy, and Mr. 
Evans likewise believes in the cardinal princi- 
ples of the party of Jefferson, Jackson and 
Cleveland. 

He has always been the friend of the 
common schools, and for fourteen years served 
as a member of the board of education of his 
district. He has been twice married. On 
January 24, 1864, he married Mary, a daugh- 
ter of George Swisher, of this county. To 
this marriage was born one child, a daughter, 
Emma, deceased in early womanhood. Mrs. 
Mary Swisher (Evans) died on March 14, 1866, 
and on January 13, 1869, Mr. Evans married 
as his second wife Sarah M., a daughter of 
Joseph Smith, of this county. Three children 
were the result of this marital union, Mary 


Etta, wife of Ulysses Hayes, of Barbour 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





county, this State; Susan Caroline, and Lin- 
sey, both at home. 





o—— 


| 


citizen of Battelle district, Monongalia | 


county, West Virginia, is the eldest son of | 


Davis and Mary (Core) Lough, and was born 
in Cass district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia (then Virginia), July 25, 1839. 

The Lough family is of German descent ; 
and Joseph Lough, grandfather, was a pros- 
perous and well-to-do farmer of Cass district. 
He owned a large farm and was a represen- 
tative and highly respected citizen. David 
Lough, father, was born in Cass district, in 


1816, and followed farming and stock-raising | 


in his native district and Battelle district until 
1865, when he removed to Scotland county, 
Missouri, where he has since resided. Active 
and energetic, and possessed of good judg- 
ment, he has accumulated considerable wealth. 
He married Mary Core, a daughter of Christo- 


pher Core, by whom he had ten children, five | 


sons and five daughters. 

Moses was brought up on the farm, and has 
followed farming all his life. He remained in 
his native district until 1875, when he removed 
to Battelle district, his present place of abode. 
He owns a farm of one hundred and seventy- 
two acres, situated in the West Virginia oil- 
belt, and underlaid with the Pittsburg coking- 
coal. 
the late war was a member of the West Vir- 
ginia State militia, and was called out during 
Jones’ raid at Fairmont. On March 23, 1862, 
he married Martha, a daughter of Orien Hil- 





Politically he is a democrat, and during | 


lery, and to them were born four children: | 


Mary A.., the wife of Wesley Hawkins, a farmer 
of Marion county; Maggie, the wife of Thomas 
Winning, a farmer of Wetzel county; and Bert 
and Maud, at home. 


| “ Fortitudine.”’ 


HE McRA FAMILY.—The McRa family, 
not a numerous family, but one of the 


. | oldest in Monongalia county, is of Scotch 
OSES LOUGH, a farmer and a reputable | 


descent. Their genealogy is pretty clearly 
traced back into Scotland for over five hun- 
dred years. Some writers on the family gene- 
alogy claim them to have belonged to Ireland 
previous to that time, but the most careful re- 
search goes to show that they are of Albanic 
origin. One writer says: ‘Like the most of 
the Highland clan names, that of the Macraes 
is clearly of Albanic origin. Accurate his- 
tory at all events does not show us any evi- 
dence of Irish or Norman extraction. It isa 
question whether the name occurs at all under 
any form in ancient Irish literature.” 


McRath, McRae, McCraw, 
mean ‘The Son of Fortune,” and all with 


The names 


other names, like McKenzie and Maclean, 
were once of one clan and one name, the 
name changing in different parts of the coun- 
try, as it is spelled differently in America now. 
The family are now scattered throughout the 
world in every clime. Some rare and inter- 
esting. literature, in legends, verses and his- 
tory, is in existence, but is not in any form for 
circulation. The motto of the clan was 
Their pibroch was called the 
“Spaid Searach.” Their badge worn in battle 
Their 


coat-of-arms, crest and motto were awarded 


was the “ Fir Club Moss,” or selago. 


to John MacRae, who, during the era of the 
Crusades, saved the life of his prince and killed 
nine Turks, by whom he was surrounded and 
sorely beset. History records many deeds of 
valor and heroism performéd by members 
of the MacRae family in various climes, and 
extending through centuries, but we cannot 
give space to mention them here. 


While the lines of connection are not yet 


‘clearly traced, yet there is no doubt the name 
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Southern States belongs to the same family. ! 


Well known and prominent among them are | 
General William MacRae, famous in the battle | 


| 


| 


of Ream’s Station, whose heroic deeds were | 


commemorated in a memorial speech by Hon. | 


Charles M. Stedman, at Wilmington, North | 


Carolina, May 10, 1890; Judge James C. 
MacRae, of Fayetteville, 
Thomas C. MacRae, for years member of 
Congress from Arkansas; and Milton A. 
MacRae, of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Among the family names going through 
many generations are John, Colin, Oliver, 
Farquhar and Roderick. Farquhar became a 
thrifty business man of Morgantown, and he 
was the founder of the old Franklin House, 
which till the last few months was still stand- 
ing on the street in the rear of the court-house. 
Farquhar McRa was buried at Clarksburg, 
West Virginia. Of part of his children we 
know but little. 

George was an officer in Captain Stewart's 
company, in the War of 1812. 
in the old cemetery near the University at 
Morgantown. Alexander was a printer, and 
worked quite a while in Morgantown. He was 


married, and moved to the west. He had no 


children when he moved west, and we know | 


nothing more about him, but as people of 
that name are there, it is believed he has nu- 
merous descendants living there. Duncan, 
Thomas, Alexander, Philip, Christopher, Don- 
ald, George and Kenneth. The first in this 
part of the United States and from whom the 
McRa’s in Monongalia county are descended, 
was Farquhar McRa, who came from Aber- 


deen, Scotland, to Richmond, Virginia, in 1783, | 


and to Morgantown in 1784. He was a tailor 
by trade, having worked in Edinburgh, and 
when he left Richmond to settle at Morgan- 


North Carolina; | 


He is buried | 





so prominent and numerous through the | town, he loaded a pack-horse with cloth to 


take with him to begin trade with. He wasa 
He could 
thread a needle quickly holding it behind his 


quick, characteristic Scotchman. 


back. Farquhar married Rebecca Furgeson, 
of Morgantown,the year after he settled there, 
1785. Unto them were born four children, viz., 
George, Alexander, and Duncan, sons, and 
Susan, the only daughter. Susan married a 
Mr. Culvert,and had two children; and Henry. 
After a disunion of her and her husband she af- 
Welling. They moved 


to New York city, and children were born 


terward married 





unto them. Her son Henry became a sailor. 
Duncan McRa, from whom the MacRa’s whe 
live in Monongalia county are descended, was 
born at Morgantown, January 109, 1786, and 
was married to Rebecca Carter, December 9, 
1818. 


John and Ann Carter, who were among the 


Rebecca Carter was the daughter of 


first settlers in Monongalia county. Rebecca 
Carter was born August 26, 1792. Duncan 
McRa was six feet and one-half inch in height, 
and was a man of learning and intelligence. 
His writing shows him to have been a good 
penman. He was very quick and active, and 
it is related of him that when he asked to 
join a company to go in the War of 1812 that 
he was rejected by the captain because he had 
been afflicted with white-swelling. He agreed 
with the captain to run a race of one hundred 
yards with any man in his company, and if 
he won the race he was to be enlisted. He 
ran the race successfully and was accepted. 
In spite of this tradition we have been able to 
find no authentic or official record of his en- 
listment. Duncan McRa died August 10, 
1825, and was buried in the old cemetery at 
Morgantown with his brother George. His 
wife, Rebecca McRa, died August 10, 1848. 
The children of Duncan and Rebecca McRa 
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were: Oliver Perry, Farquhar and George, 
and Susanna, the only daughter. 
McRa was born December 14, 1819; married 


Jemima Jacobs, daughter of Elijah and Mary | 


Jacobs, September 19, 1844, and settled when 
young on the farm where he now lives, near 
Halleck, Monongalia county. Jemima Jacobs 
was born March 27, 1819. Elijah Jacobs, her 
father, was born May 6, 1794, and died Feb- 
ruary 17, 1868. Mary Dolittle, her mother, 
was born July, 1794, and died February 10, 
1872. All the children of Oliver P. and 
Jemima McRa, except their oldest son, Edgar, 
were born in the little old log-house on the 
farm, where they now live. The house, with 
all its contents, was destroyed by fire, from 
some cause unknown, soon after the war. 


Their children are as follows: Edgar McRa | 
was born on what is known as the “Burns | 


Place,” on the Monongahela river, above 
Little Falls, July 4, 1845. Here was where his 


father, Oliver P. McRa, was raised, and where | 
many of the Carters and Morgans, relatives of | 


the family, lived. 

Edgar McRa served in the Fourth West 
Virginia regiment, company “I,” and Seven- 
teenth regiment, company “B,” in the late 
war. He married Ann L. Gwynn, April 21, 
1868. She was a daughter of Joseph and Bar- 


sheba Gwynn, and was born in 1850. Edgar | 


moved near Ravenswood, Jackson county, 
West Virginia, twenty years ago, where he 
yet lives. He is a prosperous 


leading citizen of his community, and is an 


farmer, a 


active worker in the church and Sunday- | 


school. Waitman McRa, second son of Oli- 
ver P. and Jemima McRa, was born October 
10, 1848. 
on his father’s farm, received education from 
the meagre common schools of the day, and 


afterward attended school at the West Virginia 


Like all his brothers, he grew up 





attending the university. 


| University at Morgantown, when the highly 
Oliver P. | 


esteemed Dr. Alexander Martin was _presi- 
dent of that institution. He taught school and 
worked on public works to pay his way while 
His course was 


| well advanced in the university, and he was 





teaching a term of school at Austen, Preston 
West Virginia, when death sud- 
denly took him from his work and from his 


county, 
grief-stricken and admiring relatives and 
friends. He died at Austen, away from his 
family except his father, of cerebro-spinal 
meningitis, after only five days’ illness, Janu- 
ary 8, 1872. 
in Fairmont churchyard, near Clinton Fur- 


His remains were laid to rest 


nace, Monongalia county. A promising life 
was cut short, a dutiful son,a loving brother, 
a kind and sociable friend was lost in his 
death. 

Elijah McRa was born April 3, 1850, at- 
tended the State Normal school and the State 
University. He taught school in Monongalia, 
Preston and Jackson counties, and was nine 
months first assistant in the public schools in 
Ravenswood, West Virginia. He was col- 
porteur for the American Bible Society in 
Monongalia, Preston and Marion counties, 
West Virginia. 
at one time teaching it as a specialty. He now 
conducts his father’s farm, near Halleck, this 


He is a professional penman, 


county, and has for several years been secre- 
tary of the Board of Education of his district. 
Mr. McRa is well educated, intelligent, a con- 
stant reader, and is always well-informed on 
all questions of the day. He is a scientific, 
practical and successful farmer, and is always 
useful and influential in the Sunday-school, 
the church, public schools and politics. 

Susan Lucretia McRa, oldest daughter of 
Oliver P. and Jemima McRa, was born Feb- 
ruary 16, 1852; married J. W. Phillips, Janu- 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 191 
ary 24, 1872. They now reside at Fetterman, | local and metropolitan newspapers. He now 
Taylor county. Thomas Ison McRa was born _ lives at Wheeling, West Virginia. He mar- 


May 24, 1854. Like his brothers, he attended 
the common schools, and worked on the farm 
till several years of his manhood life were 
spent. He taught school, and attended a state 
normal school and State University. Having 
for several years been an active member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church as a licensed 
exhorter, he went to Ohio in 1883, and trav- 
eled as colporteur for the American Bible 
Society. In 18— he was licensed to preach, 
and joined the East Ohio conference, of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He has been 
active in the ministry ever since, and is now 
at Cumberland, Guernsey county. He is sec- 
retary of Cambridge District conference, and 
has a history of Methodism in that district 
ready for publication. He is a hard and 
earnest worker in the church, an able and 
scholarly preacher, and beloved by all with 
whom he has labored in the church since he 
has begun work ina profession to which he 
was called. Rev. McRa married Ella Hayes, 
a daughter of Richard Hayes, of Newport, 
Ohio, August 23, 1887. 

Sylvester McRa was born December 3, 
1857, and died February 22, 1863. Mary 
Rebecca McRa was born October 1, 1855, 
and died August 26, 1856. Virginia Ann 
McRa was born April 28, 1860, has taught 
several terms of school, but is at home de- 
voting her time and care to the welfare of her 
aged parents. 

Duncan McRa was born July 14, 1863; 
attended school, read law, and was admitted 
to practice in 1893. 
with newspaper and other literary work; has 
for quite a while been a contributor to various 
kinds of periodicals, among them _ educa- 
tional, church, historical, literary, and both 


He has been connected | 


ried Ella Liston, of Kingwood, West Vir- 
| ginia, October 20, 1891. 
works in course of preparation. 


He now has some 


——————_o—____—. 


Scampi EDDY, a prominent and thorough- 

going farmer of Clay district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Goyne and 
Anna Barbara (Haught) Eddy, and was born 
August 13, 1842, in Clay district, this county. 
His grandfather was Goyne Eddy, one of the 
earlier settlers in Clay district, but removed 
the latter part of his life to Ohio, where he 
died. Goyne Eddy, father, was born in Clay 
district, was reared upon a farm, and followed 
farming all his life, most of it on the little Paw 
Paw creek, in Clay district. His marital union 
with Anna Barbara Haught was blessed in 
the birth of a large family. 

James Eddy had very limited advantages 
for securing an education. He has always fol- 
lowed farming in Clay district, where he and 
his wife own a farm, situated on Jake’s run, 
containing one hundred and seventy-two acres, 
upon which are located twelve producing oil- 
wells. On April 12, 1866, he was united in 
marriage with Arthela Tennant, a daughter of 
Iva and Perdilla (Wilson) Tennant. To this 
union have been born the following children: 
Lucinda A., born May 4, 1867, married March 
| 13, 1887, to George Inghram. They now reside 


on Robinson’s run, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia; Oliver T., born May 21, 1869, married 
March 15, 1893, to Mrs. Mary E. Eddy (ee 
Toothman), daughter of Daniel and Rachel 
Toothman, and are the parents of one child, 
Ansel C.; Marinda A., born March 29, 1873, 
is the wife of A. B. Mahanna, and has one 
| child, Myrtie May ; Mr. Mahanna is in the 
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mercantile business in the village of Italy, on | all his life, and died in the district of his na- 


Jake’s run, in Clay district; Ellis J., born De- 
cember 17, 1874; Calvin C., born April 29, 
1877; Luther A., born December 16, 1879; 
Linda E., born March 2, 1882; Gilbert R., 
born March 21,1884; Riley, born August 21, 
1886; Emma, born December 11, 1889; and 
Eva, born September 1, 1891, and died at the 
age of twelve days. 

Iva Tennant, the father of Mrs. James Eddy, 
was a son of Richard Tennant, who emigrated 
from Glasgow, Scotland, to America, in 1760, 
selling his time for seven years to pay for his 
passage to this country. About the year 1769 
he married a lady of the name of Elizabeth 
Haught, of German descent, at Moorefield, 
Hardy county, Virginia (now West Virginia). 
He served as a drummer-boy in Dunmore’s 
war in Virginia, and also in the Revolutionary 
War. 
he passed through Clay district, and being 


It was while returning from the war 


pleased with the country he resolved to settle 


there. He came with his brother-in-law, Peter 


Haught, and settled on Jake’s run, about one- | 
half mile from where the present post-office of | 
Jake’s run is now located, but owing to the | 
hostile attacks of the Indians was compelled | 


to leave for a time, but afterwards came back 
life. Here he 
reared a large family of nine boys and four 
girls: Elizabeth, Peter, Mary, Richard (father 
of Iva), William, Alexander, 
Abraham, Jacob, Catharine, 
Seven of these sons served in the 


and remained the rest of his 


Margaret, and 
Jasper. 


Adam, sent substitutes. (For facts touching 
the life of Richard Tennant, Jr., see the sketch 
of his son Simeon Tennant.) 

Iva Tennant was born on the old Tennant 
homestead on Jake’s run, in Clay district, 
about August 21, 1819. He followed farming 





tivity on October 18, 1885. 
Perdilla Wilson, born September 6, 1825, on 
the head waters of Robinson’s run, resulted 


His marriage to 


in the birth of six children, three boys and 
three girls: Arthela, wife of James Eddy, 
whose sketch appears above; Reason; Kidela, 
deceased, was the wife of W. W. Kennedy, of 
Clay district; Sanford, who was reared in 
Monongalia county, but now lives in Marion 
county, where he is engaged in agricultural 
pursuits; Orela, the -wife of Levi Moore, 
of Roane county, this State; and Pressly, a 
farmer of Clay district, this county and State. 





area S. LEMLEY, an industrious and 

prosperous farmer, wool-grower, and 
stock-raiser of Cass district, this county, was 
born in Cass district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, August 17, 1826, and is a son 


| of Samuel and Rebecca (Snider) Lemley. 


The family is of German ancestry, but has 
been in this country for several generations. 

George Lemley, grandfather, was a native 
of New Jersey, whence he emigrated, prior to 
the Revolutionary War, to Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, settling on what is known as 
Whitely creek. After a residence there of a 
short time, he purchased about three hundred 


/ acres of land, which afterward became the 


John, Adam, | 





Lemley homestead, on Dunkard creek, near 


| Mount Morris, Greene county. Samuel Lem- 
| ley was about ten years of age when his father 
War of 1812, and the other two, John and | 


located near Mount Morris. He was reared 
upon the farm, and naturally took up agricul- 
In 1808 or 1809 he purchased 


one hundred acres of land where Asa Lemley 


tural pursuits. 


now lives, and afterward, by purchase, added 
to it, until, at the time of his death, he owned 


about five hundred and fifty acres. He was a 
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man of energy and enterprise, and at times 


was largely engaged in stock-dealing, fre- | 
quently driving stock to the eastern markets. © 


Politically, he was a democrat of the Jackson 
type, and a strict and conscientious member of 


the Methodist Episcopal church. He died in | 


1869, and now lies buried in a private ceme- 
tery on the farm reclaimed by him from a wild 
and uncultivated condition, and converted into 


a home. His marriage resulted in the birth of | 


seven children, four sons and three daughters . 
John, deceased, 
county in the legislature of the State, and re- 
moved to the state of Iowa, where he died> 
Elizabeth, died in early girlhood; Jacob, de- 
ceased; Asa, whose sketch appears elsewhere 
in this volume; Sarah, wife of Reason Lin- 
ning, a resident and farmer of near Cassville, 


represented Monongalia 


this county ; Mary, deceased, was the wife of 
Reuben Hague, of near Smithfield, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania; and Samuel S. The 
Maternal grandfather of Samuel Lemley, Ru- 
dolph Snider, came from the south fork of the 
Potomac river, and settled on what is now 
The 


name Rudolph was contracted into “ Doll,” 


known as Doll’s run, in Clay district. 


the name by which he was familiarly called, 
and from this the stream now bearing the 
name of Doll’s run was named. He was one 
of the first settlers in that section of the coun- 
ty, and frequently came into conflict with the 
Indians. 

Mr. Lemley was educated in the Pennsyl- 
vania subscription schools, prior to the adop- 
tion of the free-school system in that state. He 
was reared upon the farm, and has always fol- 
lowed the pursuits of husbandry. In the spring 
of 1874 he purchased the farm upon which 
he now resides, consisting of three hundred 
acres, and located on Dunkard creek, in Cass 
district. 

13 


He believes firmly in the principles 


and policies of the democratic party, to the 
support of which he has consistently adhered 
since he first exercised the right of suffrage. 
On January 24, 1847, Mr. Lemley and Jane 
McCormick, daughter of William McCormick, 
The 
children born to this union are as follows: 
William and Rebecca Ann, deceased; Jacob, of 


Mount Morris, Greene county, Pennsylvania ; 


of this county, were united in marriage. 


Joseph, deceased ; Oliver, of Clay district, this 
county; and Snyder, who resides with his 





father on the farm. 








S 
LEMENT LEVIER EAKIN, a farmer of 
unusual scientific knowledge, of Battelle 








district, is a son of William Justus and Mary 
A. (Jolly) Eakin, and was born near Jollytown, 
Greene county, Pennsylvanian, on July 30, 
1852. The subject of this sketch is of Scotch- 
Irish origin, his great-grandfather, William 
Eakin, a Virginian, was a son of a Scotch- 
Irishman, and emigrated from Berkeley county, 
He 
was a cooper by trade, and became a wealthy 
He married a Scotch 


Virginia, to Greensboro, Pennsylvania. 


farmer and stock-dealer. 
lady, and they became the parents of two sons 
aud four daughters: James, a noted scholar, 
of Greensboro ; Justus, and the four girls, one 
of whom married a Mr. South; another, a 
Mr. Taylor, of Pennsylvania; and another, a 
Mr. Dokin, of Ohio. 

Justin Eakin, grandfather, was born at 
Greensboro, but when a young man_ re- 
moved to Wadestown, where he became a 
large land-owner, having about two thousand 
acres, and was an extensive and prosperous 
farmer. He died at Jollytown, Greene county, 
Pennsylvania. He married Mary Myers, of 
Jarard’s Fort, Pennsylvania, and they became 
the parents of ten children, six boys and four 
girls, of whom Justus, father, was the fourth, 
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in order of age. A brother of his wife, John | 


Myers, was a wagon-master in the War of 1812. 
He (father) was born on the farm upon which 
Clement Levier Eakin now lives, a farm which 


is a part of a tract of land owned by his great- _ 


grandfather. He resided here all his life, dying 
on September 24,1891. He was a farmer all 
his life, and in his vocation was eminently suc- 
cessful and highly prosperous. 

He married Mary A. Jolly, a daughter of 
Titus and Rachel (Cain) Jolly. Titus Jolly, 
from New Jersey, of English descent, was a 
farmer and blacksmith at Jollytown, and for 
him the town was named. The maternal great- 
grandmother of subject was Mary McCalis- 
ter, of English descent, a native of Shenan- 
doah county, Virginia. Her first husband, 
John Fox, and two of her sons, served in the 
American army during the Revolutionary 


War, and were killed at the battle of Brandy- | 


wine; her second husband was Abraham Cain, 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 


Experiment station at Morgantown. The 
family is still in possession of three hundred 
and fourteen acres of land, a part of the original 
homestead. Mr. Eakin owns a farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres at Albertville, Ala- 


_ bama, upon which it is his intention to grow 


| a specialty’ of Spanish Merino sheep. 


many fruits: as German prunes, figs, peaches 
Upon the home farm he makes 
He 


and grapes. 


takes a lively interest in every matter which 
_ has for its object the promotion of the intelli- 


of Virginia; and her third husband was Mr. | 
John Taylor, of Pennsylvania, who at one~ 


time was a body-guard to King George III., . 


and was sent to America during the Revolu- 
tion, and never returned to his native shores. 


Clement Levier Eakin was educated in the | 


West Virginia University. After leaving col- 
lege he was employed by R. D. Lasoe,a noted 
scientist of Pittston, Pennsylvania, upon the 


work of the geological survey of the United | 


States. 
important scientific discoveries, one of which 
was a species of cockroach, which, in honor of 


the discoverer, was named Eakinanna. He 


While thus engaged he made several | 
_ (then Virginia). 


also discovered the law that governs the pro- | 


duction of the male and female of that species. 
Since retiring from that work he has lived 


upon the farm, and has been engaged to some 


extent in making experiments of a scientific 


nature in connection with the West Virginia | 


gence and prosperity of the farmer. Heisa 
member of the State Horticultural Society of 
West Virginia, vice-president of the State 
Wool Growers and Breeders’ association, pre- 
sident of the County Wool Growers’ associa- 
tion, and a member of the West Virginia 
Academy of Science. 

The great-grandfather of our subject on the 
paternal side of the family, was the youngest 
of the family. He had a brother, Samuel, 
who was a Soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
and the pistol which he carried and continen- 
tal money he received, are in the possession 


of the Eakinses. 
————$—_——_—_ 


UGENUS MOORE, a substantial, thrifty 
and intelligent citizen of Clay district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a son of 
Joseph and Nancy (Tennant) Moore, and was 
born October 21, 1832, on Jake’s run, in Clay 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia 
His grandfather on the pa- 
ternal side of the family was Jacob Moore, of 
German origin, and an early settler on Jake’s 
run, near the Pennsylvania line in Clay dis- 
trict, where he reared a large family. 

Joseph Moore, father, was born on the farm 
in Clay district, in 1811, and died in Wood 
county, this State, in November, 1890. He 
was a farmer by avocation and lived at the 
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head of Jake’s run until 1844, when he re- 
moved to the state of Ohio, and in 1852 to 
Wood county. He was twice married; his 
first union was with Nancy Tennant and re- 
sulted in the birth of six children: Eugenus, 


_ district, were united in marriage. 





Mr. Moore and Miranda Eddy, of Clay 
To them 
have been born the following children: Nancy 


Jane, Calvin and Simon P., all deceased but 


| the latter, who married Savena Angeline 
subject; Richard, who lives in Ohio, a farmer | 


by avocation ; Jacob, died in infancy; Simon | 
P., resides in Wood county, this State; The- | 


ophilus, a farmer, of Mannington district, in 
Marion county, this State, and Perry, a farmer, 


of Paw Paw district, Marion county. His | 


second union was in June, 1344, with Rachel — 
McCurdy, and resulted in the birth of the fol- | 


lowing children: Lucretia J., died in infancy ; 
Ira C., a resident, so far as known, of the state 
of Colorado; Mary, died in infancy; Nehe- 


Adaline, wife of David Gody, of Wood county; | 
John W., a carpenter by trade and resident of | 


Calhoun county, West Virginia, and Louisa, 


of Wood county. 

Eugenus Moore was given such opportuni- 
ties for securing an education as was afforded 
by the subscription schools of his day. He 


was reared upon the farm and has followed | 


farming all his life. He owns a farm which is 
located in the celebrated oil belt of West Vir- 
ginia, and upon which are located fine produc- 
ing wells. In addition to these interests, he 
in connection with others under the firm-name 
of Moore, Michael and company, is engaged 
in the mercantile business at McCurdysville. 
In the political arena, Mr. Moore has taken a 
rather active part, especially in local matters. 
For nine years he served his district in the 
executive relation of constable, for seven years 
was a member of the board of education, and 
for four years or one term served with credit 
to himself and with marked judicial ability in 
the position of justice of the peace. 


Michael and they became the parents of five 
children: Theodore, Menta, Lavine, Earle 
and Myrtle May. 


eS 


B= HENDERSON, ex-deputy sheriff of 

Monongalia county, and a farmer of in- 
telligence and enterprise, of Battelle district, 
in the same county, is a son of David and 
Elizabeth (Morris) Henderson, and was born 


| in Clay district, Monongalia county, Virginia 
miah, a farmer, of Clay district; Rachel © 








(now West Virginia), on May 15, 1842. 
The founder, in America, of the Henderson 
family of which Asa Henderson isa represent- 


| ative, was John Henderson, his grandfather, 
the wife of Theodore Dunham, also a citizen | 


who left Ireland when a young man, over a 
hundred years ago, and located in what is now 
Clay district, this county. Here he tookupa 
large tract of three hundred acres of land, 
and became a pioneer farmer in that section 
of the county. He lived to a ripe old age, 
and was a prominent and useful citizen in the 
community. His youngest child, but one, was 
David Henderson, father of Asa Henderson. 
David Henderson was born in Clay district on 
April 18, 1806, and lived all his life in the 
same district, dying on March 12, 1875. He 
was twice married; his first marital union was 
on April 17, 1831, with Elizabeth Morris, a 
daughter of Zadock Morris, of Clay district, 
and eight children blessed this union: Char- 
lotte, born March 20, 1832, is the wife of 
Hon. Alpheus Garrison, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work; Alpheus, born March 
10, 1834, is a farmer of Clay district; Noah, 
born December 28, 1836, is a farmer of Bat- 
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telle district, Monongalia connty; Prudence, 
born September 4, 1839, is the wife of A. J. 
Statler, a stone-mason, of Tyler county, West 


Virginia; Asa, subject; Silas, born February | 


5, 1845, is a farmer of Tyler county ; Michael 
and William, born February 5, 1849, both 
dying in infancy. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Morris Henderson died Feb- 


ruary 10, 1849, and David Henderson married | 


as his second wife Mrs, Elizabeth Core. 
David Henderson was a prominent and pros- 
perous farmer of Clay district, where he owned 
about six hundred acres of land, to the culti- 
vation of which he industriously applied the 
days of his active life. He was a member of 
the Christian church, and a republican in mat- 
ters political, On May 18, 1876, he was united 
in marriage with Delila Barrickman, a daugh- 
ter of Isaac Barrickman, a farmer of Clay dis- 
trict. Five children have been born to this 
union: Alpheus G., born March 31, 1877; 
Mary E., born April 3, 1879; Luther, born 
January 7, 1882; Osie Belle, born January 28, 
1889; and Norman, born December 7, 1891. 
Asa Henderson was reared upon his father’s 
farm, and received his education in the sub- 


scription schools of Clay district. He re- 


mained at home upon the farm until he was | 


about twenty years of age, when, responding 


to his country’s call for troops to suppress | 


secession and rebellion, he enlisted in com- 


pany “D,” Third regiment West Virginia | 
cavalry, at Pedlar’s run, on September 10, | 
1862, and was discharged at Wheeling on | 
Among the bat- | 


June 10, 1865, as a corporal. 
tles in which he participated are the following: 
H————_ 
defeat at Winchester, where he was captured 
and held a prisoner thirty. days, fifteen at 
Libby prison and fifteen at Belle Island, where 
he was paroled ; Cedar Creek; Hunter's raid; 


farm, near Winchester, Milroy’s | 





Lynchburg raid; Charleston, and was south | 


| of Richmond when that city was evacuated by 


the secessionists. In addition to these engage- 
ments, he participated in a number of skir- 
mishes. After returning from the service he 


busi- 





was engaged for a time in the 





ness, and then for a few years operated a saw- 
mill. In 1868 he took up farming pursuits in 
Clay district, and in 1875 moved upon the 
farm where he now resides, about one mile west 
of Wadestown, in Battelle district, Monon- 
galia county. Here he owns a farm of one 
hundred and fifty-two acres, supposed to be 
located in the famous oil belt of West Vir- 
ginia, and underlaid with the Pittsburg coking 
coal. 

Mr. Henderson is a republican in his politi- 
cal affiliation, and served two years as deputy 
sheriff of Monongalia county, and for fifteen 
years was a trustee of the schools in Battelle 
district. 
Christian church, and has served as secretary 


Religiously, he is a member of the 


and trustee of the church organization. 


IMON EDDY, farmer and stock-raiser of 
Battelle district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, is a son of Alexander and 
Eleanor (Jobes) Eddy, and was born in Bat- 
telle district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia (then Virginia), on March 23, 1829. 
The family is of German origin, but desiring 
to escape the crowded economic conditions of 
the Fatherland, members of it broke away from 
their old world associations and settled near 
Trenton, New Jersey, whence Alexander 
Eddy, grandfather, came to Clay district, 
Monongalia county, where he joined that host 
of pioneers who were clearing this region, and 


| preparing it for the cultivation for the arts of 


husbandry. He spent the remainder of his 
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days in that district, dying on January 1, 1854, 
at the age of ninety years. 
Margaret Kuhn, of Greene county, Pennsylva- 
nia, resulted in the birth of a large family of 
children. 

Alexander Eddy, father, was born in Clay 
district, November 17, 1802, and died in Bat- 
telle district on October 29, 1882.. Alexander 
Eddy was a man of enterprise, industrious, 
and of strict integrity. He devoted his entire 
life to farming and the collateral pursuits of 


stock-raising and grazing 


g, along which lines 


he achieved a more than ordinary success. 

He began life a poor boy, but by the exer- 
cise of strict economy and close application to 
every duty that came to his hand, he accumu- 
lated a very handsome competency, owning at 
one time about one thousand acres of land in 
Battelle district. He was a deacon in the 
Baptist church, and a democrat in political 


principle. He married Eleanor, a daughter of 


William Jobes, a farmer of Battelle district, | 
and four sons and one daughter were born to | 
their union: Malinda, deceased ; Simon, sub- | 
ject; Jesse, deceased, was a farmer of the same | 


district; Elihu, also a farmer of Battelle dis- 
trict; and Elias J., also a farmer of the dis- 
trict. 


Simon Eddy, the eldest son, was reared | 
upon the farm and tutored in the subscription | 


schools. He then took up the craft of a 
farmer, and has persistently adhered to that 
line of work all his life. The first three years 
of individual effort in this line was in Marion 


county. In 1853 he located upon a farm in 


Battelle district, and has remained there ever | 


His farm contains two hundred and 
forty-seven acres of land, supposed to be situ- 
ated in the oil belt of West Virginia, and is 
underlaid with a good quality of coking coal. 


since. 


In October, 1849, he married Esther Ten- | 





nant, and four children are the fruit of this 
His marriage with | 


marriage: Peter A., a farmer of Paw Paw 
Abraham J., de- 
ceased ; Sarah Evaline, wife of George Snyder, 


district, Marion county; 


a farmer of Delaware county, Nebraska; San- 
ford, a farmer of Cass county, Nebraska. 
Mrs. Esther (Tennant) Eddy died in the spring 
of 1860, and Mr. Eddy married, as his second 
wife, Phcebe Moore, and two children bless 
this marital alliance: Eliza Eleanor, wife of 
Samuel S. Yost, of Mannington district, in 
Marion county ; Charlotte Alice, wife of John 
H. Tennant, a farmer of Battelle district. 

The second wife of Mr. Eddy died on Sep- 
tember 18, 1882, and in September, 1886, he 
married his third wife, and two children bless 
this union: William Jarvis and Joseph Mul- 
lard. 


—————(y>|) 





ON. JAMES M. ANDERSON, member 
of the house of delegates of West 
Virginia, ex-justice of the peace in Battelle 
district and a farmer of intelligence and 
enterprise of Battelle district, is a son of 
Robert and Sarah (Temple) Anderson, and 
was born on the head waters of Miracle run, 
in Battelle district, Monongalia county, West 
Virginia (then Virginia), on July 31, 1853. 
The family of which James M. Anderson is 
a descendant is of Irish origin, his grandfather, 
James Anderson having emigrated from the 
“Emerald Isle” when a young man and located 
in Clay district, this county, where he followed 
farming as an avocation. Before leaving his 
native shores he had married a Miss Hamilton, 
and they became the parents of a large family. 
Robert Anderson, father, was born in Clay 
district, on February 7, 1814. He was reared 
upon the farm and took up and followed 
farming and stock-raising and stock-dealing 
all his life, dying in the district of his nativity 
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on January 21, 1864. He located in the woods 
when but a young man, and before he was 
married became the owner of a large tract of 
uncleared land, about seven hundred acres, 
With the energy characteristic of the race 
from which he sprang, he proceeded to clear 
it up and make it a fit place for the dwelling 
of man. He, in connection with his brother 


John, became extensive cattle-dealers, and he 


\ 


accumulated a very handsome competency | 


prior to his death. He was a man of many 
good business qualities and possessed a thor- 


ough-going and frugal spirit. His marital 


union was with Sarah, a daughter of Return | 


and Elizabeth Temple, of Battelle district, and 
nine children blessed their union: Eliza Jane, 


who died in childhood; William L., a farmer’ | 
of Rooks county, Kansas; Hester A., the | 





wife of Tennant, a farmer of Clay district; 
John W., a cattle-raiser and cattle-dealer of 


Rooks county, Kansas; Martin L., a farmer 


and general dealer of Battelle district; San- | 
Sarah Temple | 


ford R., of Battelle district. 


Anderson, mother, was born September 2, | 


1821, and died June 3, 1872. 

James M. Anderson, was reared upon his 
father’s farm and was given such educational 
advantages as were afforded in the subscription 
schools then in existence in his neighborhood, 
but by far the most essential elements of his 


education have been obtained by general read- | 
ing and actual experience in the business | 


world. Being reared upona farm, he natu- 


rally took to the pursuits of agriculture asa | 


means of securing a livelihood. He has be- 
come the owner of the old homestead farm, 


containing one hundred and ninety-one acres. | 


This valuable body of land is situated in the 
West Virginia oil field, and is underlaid with 
the valuable Pittsburg coking coal. 

In political faith and practice Mr. Anderson 





is a republican. He is a man well known for 
his good judgment and honesty and probity of 
character, qualities that make him eminently 
qualified for the responsible position of a jus- 
tice of the peace, to which office he was 
elected in 1880, and in which he served con- 
tinuously until 1892. 
was elected a member of the house of dele- 


In the latter year he 


gates of West Virginia, and at the end of his 
first term as a successful and popular legislator 
was re-elected, in 1894, for a second term. 
Fraternally Mr. Anderson is a member of 
Mills City Lodge, No. rio, I. O. O. F., of 
Fairview, and religiously is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

On April 4, 1877, he married Phcebe C., a 
daughter of William and Matilda Ammons. 
To this union have been born five children, 
of whom four died in infancy. Stella is now 
Hon. James M. Anderson is held 


in the highest esteem in the community in 


at home. 
which he lives. Asa justice of the peace he 
was impartial in judgment, as a legislator he 
showed an intelligent comprehension of public 
questions and was always found voting in the 
interests of the many as against the interests 
of the few. 


———_S 





‘9 fai A. FAULKNER, justice of the 
peace in Clinton district, and an intelli- 

gent and prosperous farmer of the same, is a 
son of Alexander Faulkner, and was born 
near Morgantown, Monongalia county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), September 9, 1832. 
He is of Scotch-Irish stock, his grandfather, 
James Faulkner, having emigrated from the 
north of Ireland, the cradle of that wonderful 
Scotch-Irish race that has cut such a figure in 
the civilization of the age. He came to Pres- 
ton county, and settled in Dunkard bottom, 
and was a contemporary of the Browns in that 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


section of the State. Later he removed tothe 
vicinity of Morgantown, where he resided a 
few years, when he concluded to revisit his 


native land, and started on the trip. He was | 


never heard of afterward, and it is supposed 
he was murdered. His marriage to Elizabeth 





Hawthorne resulted in the birth of three chil- | 


dren: Alexander, Thomas, and Rachel; nei- 
ther of the latter ever married. 

Alexander Faulkner was born on the vessel 
that brought the family to this country. The 
vessel was sailing under British colors, so, at 


the age of fifty, he was compelled to take the | 


oath of allegiance to the United States. 
1837 he settled on a farm, where his son now 
lives, in Clinton district, containing two hun- 
dred acres, and spent the remainder of his 
days there, dying in 1866. His trade was that 
of a scythe and sickle manufacturer, but the 
latter part of his life was devoted to farming, 
grazing, and stock-raising, and he was eminently 
successful along these lines. 
line whig politically, but became a republican 
upon the organization of that party in 1856, 


In| 
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and is at present serving his third term as 
justice of the peace in his district, a high com- 
pliment to his judgment and his standing in 
the community, as a citizen and a fair-minded 
man. For three terms in succession he was a 
member of the County Court, and has either 
been a member of the board of education ora 
school trustee ever since the adoption of the 
common-school system in the State. From 
the beginning ofthe war to March, 1865, he was 
in the quartermaster’s department as a team- 
On the latter date he enlisted in com- 
pany “H,” Third regiment West Virginia 


ster. 


cavalry, and was mustered out on June 30, 
1865. 
in recognition of his faithful services in this 


The State presented him with a medal 


connection. 

James A. Faulkner married, August 10, 1854, 
as his first wife, Mary A.,a daughter of William 
Miller, of this county, and the following chil- 


_ dren were born to their union: William, a 


He was an old- | 


and was strongly in sympathy with the Union | 


cause. Religiously, he was a member of the 


farmer on his father’s farm; Jerusha, at home; 
M. C., a farmer of Clinton district; Mary, the 
wife of L. C. Williams, a farmer of Clinton 
district; Iva, became the wife of James W. 


- Phillips, a blacksmith and farmer of the dis- 


Baptist church, and was a conscientious and — 


devoted Christian worker. 

His marriage resulted in the birth of six 
children: Mary A., who is blind, resides with 
the subject of this sketch; Thomas J., married 
Eliza Marple, now deceased, and has a large 
cattle ranch on the Cherokee strip, Indian 
territory ; John, deceased; William, died un- 
married ; and Eliza, also deceased. 

James A. Faulkner was educated in the 


subscription schools of Clinton district, and in — 


the old Monongalia academy. He has always 
made Clinton district his home, and farming, 


trict; and Eliza, at home. Mrs. Faulkner 


died October 26, 1872, at the age of thirty-six 


| years,and Mr. Faulkner married, as his second 


wife, Margaret, a daughter of James Hamilton, 

of Pennsylvania. The children to this union 

are: Charles H., Edna S., Thomas S., and 
Earl. 

ey eee 

LBERT S. KENNEDY, a prosperous and 

progressive farmer of McCurdysville, 

Clay district, Monongalia county, and a de- 

scendant of one of the early settled families of 


| the county, is a son of William J. and Susan 
stock-raising, and stock-dealing his avocation. | 


He is a republican of very pronounced views, | 


(Walker) Kennedy, and was born May 1, 1852, 
in Clay district, near the village of McCurdys- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





ville, Monongalia county, Virginia (now West | 


Virginia.) 
The family was among the earlier ones to 


settle in the vicinity of the village of Arnetts- | 


ville, in Grant district, where the paternal 
grandfather of Albert Kennedy lived most of 
his life, but removed in his latter days to 
McFarland’s run, in Clay district, where Wil- 
liam J. Kennedy, father, was born on October 
9g, 1827. Whena young man, he located in 
the vicinity of the present village of McCur- 
dysville, where he purchased and cleared a 
large farm, consisting of two hundred and six- 
teen acres. He married Susan Walker, a 
daughter of Walker, who was reared 
in Clay district, settled on the head of Indian 
creek, in Grant district, where he followed the 
avocation of a farmer, and where he died. He 
was a Strong republican and Union man in 
political faith, and two of his sons, James S., 
and William Wesley, served their country in 
the Civil War. 

To the marital union of William J. Kennedy 
and Susan Walker were born five children, as 
follows: Albert S., subject, Isaac N., who 
died at the age of eight years; Coleman C.,, 
a farmer on a part of the old homestead, 
near McCurdysville; Mary E., deceased, was 
the wife of L. H. Cost, a carpenter and 
builder, of McCurdysville; and James Emery, 
deceased. 

Albert S. Kennedy did not have many ad- 
vantages for securing mental training, attend- 
ing the subscription schools, where he obtained 
He has 


always followed farming, owning a first-class 


only the rudiments of an education. 


farm, well improved, in the vicinity of McCur- 
dysville, containing one hundred and twenty 
acres. He is a steward in the Methodist 


| 








Episcopal church, and a stanch republican in | 


political texture. 


On February 1, 1880, he | 


married Belle, a daughter of Samuel A. 
Hibbs. 





o——-. 


EMUEL NIMROD JOHN, an extensive 
farmer and grazer of Cass district,and a 
descendant of one of the oldest families of 
Monongalia county, is a son of Thomas Jeffer- 
sonand Sarah Anne (Scott) John, and was born 
in Grant district, this county, on May 3, 1346. 
For the ancestral history of subject, see the 
sketch of his uncle, Lanselot John, of Union 
district, this county. 

Thomas Jefferson John, father, was born on 
the old John homestead, in Union district, in 
1811, and died in the same place in 1857. He 
was an extensive and successful farmer by 
avocation, and served as a captain in the old 
Virginia State militia. He married Sarah 
Ann, a daughter of David and Elizabeth 
Scott, and have four children, three sons and 
one daughter, as follows: David Scott, a 
ranchman of near Dodge City, Iowa; Lemuel 
N., subject; James, an attorney and large 
ranchman of Colorado; and Elizabeth H. 

The mental training of Mr. John was such 
as he was able to get in the common schools 
as they existed in Union district in his boy- 
hood days. His education was limited, con- 
fined to a knowledge only of the rudiments. 
The industry of agriculture was to his taste, 
and he accordingly took up that avocation, 
and has followed it and the related industries of 
grazing and stock-raising ever since. He is 
the owner of eight hundred acres of land, all 
in Cass district,except one farm of two hun- 
dred and fourteen acres, in Greene county. 
Recently he has devoted some attention to the 
small fruit industry, having an orchard of 
nearly two thousand peach trees upon his 
farm. His observations upon the economic 
questions of the day incline him to a support 
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of the democratic party, which party elected | 
him to the office of justice of the peace of the | 
district in which he lives, but he soon after- | 


ward resigned. 

Mr. John and Julia Ann, a daughter of 
Morgan L. Boyers, formerly a merchant, and 
in later years a farmer, were united in mar- 
riage on October 31, 1872. 
were born to this union: James Madison, born 
April 14, 1875; William Scott, born January 
10, 1878; Matilda, born June 30, 1886; Lem- 
uel N., born March 31, 1889; and Gussie 
Viola, born August 16, 1891. 


——Do_—__—_. 


Daa W. KINNEY, a prosperous farmer 


of Battelle district, Monongalia county, | 
| Sixth West Virginia infantry, during four 


West Virginia, is a son of George and Jane 
(O'Neil) Kinney, and was born January 23, 


1823, in Whitely township, Greene county, , 


Pennsylvania. 

James W. Kinney is of Irish origin, his 
grandfather; on the paternal side of the family, 
having in all probability emigrated from the 
“Emerald Isle.” It is at least known that he 
lived in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, engaged 
in the pursuits of an agriculturist. 


George Kinney, father, was a native of 
Juniata county, where he was born in 1792. 


He was reared in that county and received an 
elementary education the 
schools of the ‘‘ Keystone State.” 


in 


riage took place in Juniata county, shortly 


Five children 


His mar- | 











the Methodist church, as there was no Pres- 
byterian church in the community. In politi- 
cal faith and practice he was a Jacksonian 
democrat. 


He married Jane O'Neil, a daughter of John 


| O’Neil, who was a soldier in the War of 1812, 
| a native of Ireland, but an early settler in 


Juniata county. Nine children, four sons and 
five daughters, were born to their marriage: 
Alexander, who was a first mate on a vessel 
that made a trip up the Red river and was 
never heard of since; Elizabeth, deceased, 
was the wife of Lewis Whittlelatch, of Greene 
county; James W., subject; Mary, deceased, 
of Greene county, Pennsylvania; Priscilla, 
William, Jane, and Sarah, deceased; George, 


who was captain of company “H,” of the 


years of the Civil War, and who went west at 
the close of the war, and has not since been 
heard of. 

James W. Kinney, his brother, William, and 
his two sisters, Priscilla and Jane, reside on a 
farm consisting of three hundred and forty 
acres of land, located one-half mile west of 
Wadestown, in Battelle district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia. They also own an- 
other farm in the same district, containing four 
hundred acres of land. These farms are well 
improved and are supposed to lie in the famous 


subscription | West Virginia oil field and in the Pittsburg 


coking coal belt. They are largely engaged 


_ in agricultural and grazing pursuits, and take 


after which event he removed to Greene | 
county where he remained until about the year | 


1845, engaged in farming and _ stock-raising 


and stock-dealing. The latter-named year he | 


removed to Wadestown and engaged in hotel- | 


keeping the remainder of his life, dying in | 


1858. In his earlier life he and his wife were 
Presbyterians, but later became members of 


a special pride in the breeding and raising of 
Spanish Merino sheep. 


yee C. WILSON, a retired business 
man, and a citizen of Smithtown, in 


Clinton district, Monongalia county, West 


' Virginia, is the youngest son of Archibald 
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and Mary E. (Thorn) Wilson, and was born 


in what is now Winfield district, Marion 


county, West Virginia, March 26, 1817. 


His paternal grandfather, George Wilson, | 


was a native of Eastern Virginia, but during 


the latter part of the last century settled two | 


miles south of Smithtown, near the place of 
our subject’s birth. He followed farming all 


his life. Archibald Wilson (father) was also | 


born in eastern Virginia, but came with his © 


father and the family to Monongalia county. | 


He was alsoa farmer, and owned a farm of 


two hundred acres adjoining his father’s prop- | 


erty. His marriage with Mary E. Thorn re- | 
sulted in the birth of eleven children, all of | 


whom are deceased except William C. and 
Mrs. Ellen Kissner, of Indiana. 


William C. Wilson obtained such mental — 
training as the subscription schools of his day | 
afforded, and remained upon the farm until | 


1854, when he engaged in merchandizing at | 


Smithtown, which business he continued suc- 
cessfully until the spring of 1895. During 


this time he has been engaged in the milling 


business at Smithtown, and also owned large | 
farming interests in the county, owning for a | 


number of years six or seven hundred acres 
of fine land. His was a life of continuous 


toil and usefulness, and he now lives in retire- | 
ment, enjoying the comforts of a pleasant | 


He has been a 
life-long democrat; in 1867 he was appointed 


home and a well-earned rest. 





Thomas Joliffe, a miller and farmer of Smith- 
town. 

To close application to business, straight- 
forward and honest dealing, and economical 
habits, Mr. Wilson owes his success in life. 
Pleasant, congenial and companionable, he is 
regarded as a substantial citizen and thorough 
gentleman. 

7 SS 

SHVILLE S. SNYDER, a representative 

of one of the early pioneer families of 
Monongalia county, is a son of Samuel and 
Lydia A. (Thorn) Snyder, and was born No- 
vember 30, 1835, on Indian creek, near Ar- 
nettsville, Monongalia county, West Virginia 
(then Virginia). 
father was one of the pioneers of near Fort 


His paternal great-grand- 


Martin, this county, and took up various tracts 
of land throughout the county. One of his sons 
was David Snyder, grandfather, who was born 
in Fort Martin, at the mouth of Crooked run, 


' in Cass district, whence he came as one of the 





postmaster at White Day, and served continu- | 


ously for a period of fourteen years. From 


1876 to 1880 he served as justice of the | 
peace; and in 1878 was appointed notary | 


public, which office he is now filling. 


On December 16, 1845, he wedded Mary | 
E., a daughter of Isaac Powell, of Clinton | 


district, this county, and to them was born 
one daughter, Mariah L., who is the wife of 


earlier settlers to near the present village of 
Georgetown, in Grant district, where he died. 
He was a large farmer, and a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and a democrat 
in political faith and practice. He married 
Elizabeth Seaton, and had a family of ten chil- 
dren, seven sons and three daughters. 

Samuel Snyder, father, was born on the 
farm near Georgetown, and lived on an adjoin- 


-ing farm most of his life, dying March 31, 


1873. He was a prosperous and well-to-do 


| farmer, and owned four farms in Grant dis- 


trict. He was a democrat and a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, South. His 
first marriage was to Lydia A. Thorn, and 
resulted in the birth of seven children, five 
She died in 1847, 
at the age of thirty-three years, and he mar- 


sons and two daughters. 


ried, as his second wife, Hulda Waters; his 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 


last marriage was with Elizabeth Summers, 
and resulted in the birth of seven children, six 
of whom are living. 


Ashville S. Snyder has always followed | 


farming in Grant district. 
from near Arnettsville to the farm on Indian 
creek, upon which he now lives, about three 
miles north of that village. On November 12, 
1857, he married Mary Searing, of Uniontown, 
Two children 
have been born of this union: Edith, who 
married Columbus Michael, of Grant district ; 
and Samuel J., who married Elizabeth Teter. 


Fayette county, Pennsylvania. 


In 1858 he removed | 
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father of the subject of this biographical 


record. Thomas Le Masters also located in 
Monongalia county, later removed to Marion 
county, whence he again returned to Monon- 
galia and finally settled in Tyler county, where 
he died in about the year 1845, an old man. 


' He was the father of about twelve children 


He graduated from the Fairmont State Nor- | 


mal school, and is now engaged in the profes- 
sion of teaching. 


ILLIAM J. LE MASTERS, a descend- | 


ant of one of the pioneer families of 
Monongalia county, and an enterprising and 
prosperous farmer of Battelle district, in the 
same county, is a son of Septimus and Cath- 
erine (Jobes) Le Masters, and was born in Bat- 
telle district, Monongalia county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), on I, 
1831. 
When the tide of emigration set in from 


December 


eastern Virginia and Maryland across the 


that grew to maturity; most of them settled 
in Tyler and Wetzel counties. 

Septimus Le Masters, father, was among 
the youngest of this large family and was 
born in what is now Marion county in 1800, 
and died in Tyler county in December, 1878. 
He was a farmer up to 1857 in Battelle dis- 
Upon the latter date he 
disposed of his farm and moved to Tyler 


trict, this county. 


county, where he spent the remainder of his 
days. 

Fraternally a Mason, politically a democrat 
and religiously a Baptist, he was popular in 


| the lodge, influential in the party and a devout 


mountains to what is now West Virginia, two | 


brothers, Thomas and Isaac Le Masters, came: 


from the latter state to Monongalia county, 


being among its early settlers. Isaac located 


near Morgantown, and the deed-book shows | 
_ Pike county, Missouri. Farming was about the 


that one of the first deeds recorded was in his 
name. He lived in that locality for a time, 
and then with his family left the section, going, 
it is supposed, west, but there is no definite or 


positive knowledge as to where they located. 


Of these two brothers, Thomas was the grand- | 


and consistent Christian. 

He married Catherine, a daughter of William 
Jobes, of Battelle districtand eight sons and two 
daughters blessed their happy union. They 
were as follows: David Sanford, a farmer of 
Battelle district; John McCord, a farmer of 
Washington county, Colorado; Syrenus,a far- 
mer of Cass county, Nebraska; Luther, a 
farmer of Battelle district; Martha, wife of 
Ami Tennant, a farmer of Battelle district; 
William J., subject; Eliam, a farmer of Logan 
county, Oklahoma territory; Francis, a car- 
penter of Tyler county, this State; Jasper, a 
farmer of Tyler county; John M., a farmer of 


only industry open to a young man in his dis- 
trict, and so he took up and has always pursued 
that vocation. On April 11, 1853, he pur- 
chased a tract of land containing one hundred 


and thirty-seven acres, all in the woods. 
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He proceeded to clear it up and make it a fit 
field for the cultivation of the arts of hus- 
bandry. 
and has added to his original purchase from 


In this he has succeeded admirably 


time to time, until he now owns three hundred 


i} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and twenty-five acres of good arable land, and | 


ranks as one of the model farmers of Battelle 


district. His farm is situated in close prox- 


imity to the famous West Virginia oil belt and | 


is underlaid with a good quality of coking 
coal. Mr. Le Masters has for eighteen years 
been a deacon in the Baptist church, and has 
been a democrat ever since accorded the rights 
of suffrage. 

The nuptials celebrating the marital union 


of Hester Ann, a daughter of Colonel John 


McCord, of Clay district, and William J. | 


Le Masters, took place on March 24, 1853. 


Six children have been born to their union: | 


Martha Jane; Morgan, an attorney-at-law 
at Elmwood, Cass county, Kansas, and a 
graduate of the West Virginia university, at 
Morgantown; Gilla Ann and Marion Spencer 
both athome; Thomas Garrett, a silversmith 
at Newhawk, Cass county, Nebraska, and 
Elias Ellery, a teacher in the same county. 
William J. Le Masters knows well the lesson 
of industry and economy. He had but limited 


advantages for securing an education, attend- | 


ing only the subscription schools in existence 
in his district during his boyhood days. 


————a —_—_—_ — 


HOMAS WILLIAMS, a representative 
farmer and merchant of Clay district: 


was born June g, 1839, on Day’s run, in Clay 

district, Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
The Williams family, of which Thomas 

Williams is a worthy representative, is of 


| 
| 
| 
| 











Welsh origin, his father having been born in 
Wales in the year 1800. He was reared in 
the land of his nativity, but came to America. 
He first located on Scott’s run, in Clay dis- 
trict, near the village of Blacksville, where he 
married. After the last-named event, he pur- 
chased a farm on Day’s run, to which he 
afterward added, from time to time, by pur- 
chase, until at his death, in 1850, he owned 
three hundred acres. 

Thomas Williams reared upon his 
father’s farm, and in connection with merchan- 


Was 


dizing, has followed agricultural puruits all his 


life. In 1879 he founded a mercantile estab- 


| lishment, where he is now located in Clay dis- 


trict, and with the exception of two years, has 
pursued this line with success and profit to the 
present time. His store-room, which is large 


and ample, is well filled with everything usu- 


_ ally found in a first-class general store, and he 


enjoys a flourishing trade. 

In political matters he is a republican, and 
has served nine years in the capacity of con- 
stable for the district of Clay. 

Mr. Williams has been twice married. His 
was with Loverna, a 


Six children 
were born to that union: Catherine, the wife 


first marital alliance 
daughter of Timothy Tennant. 


of Frank Haught, of near Fairview, Marion 
county; Otha, Timothy, Steven, Michael, and 
Sarah Jane, deceased. 
was with Mrs. Rachel Moon (mee Park) and 
has resulted in the birth of six children, as fol- 


His second marriage 


| lows: James, Susan Margaret, Louie, Eunice 


| May,Rosa, and one who died in infancy. 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a son of | 


John W. and Elizabeth (Lallis) Williams, and | 








S 


OHN BOWERS, a farmer, grazer, stock- 
raiser, and merchant at Uneva, Union 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, is 
a son of Joseph and Barbara Ann (Everly) 
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Bowers, and was born in Springhill township, 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania, January 27, 
1819. 

The Bowers family, of which John Bowers, 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the subject of this sketch is a member, is of | 


German origin. Joseph Bowers (father) was 
born and reared near Hagerstown, Washing- 
ton county, Maryland, and when a young man 


came to Fayette county, and learned the trade 


of a blacksmith with Jacob Deffenbaugh, of | 


Masontown, and then followed his trade as 
long as he was able to work near Morris’ 
Cross Roads, in Fayette county. He served 
as a first lieutenant in Captain Peter Hert- 
He 
married Barbara Ann, a daughter of Jacob 


zog’s company in the War of 1812. 


Everly, a farmer of near McClellandtown, in 
Fayette county, and became the parents of 
twelve children, five sons and seven daugh- 
ters: Susan, widow of George Board, of near 
Morris’ Cross Roads; Jacob, deceased, was a 
carpenter by trade; died near McClelland- 
town in 1890, at the age of eighty years; 
Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife of Joseph 
Stull; Mary, wife of Michael Cagy, of near 
Point Marion, Fayette county; Rebecca, de- 


ceased in early womanhood; Julia Ann, de- 


ceased, married John Cagy ; David, deceased, 
was a farmer of Fayette county; John (sub- 
ject); Dorothy, deceased, was the consort of 
Jonathan 





, of near Morris’ Cross Roads; 
Joseph, a farmer of near Cheat Haven; 
George, deceased, was a carpenter of Point 
Marion; Catherine, died in early girlhood; 
and Barbara Ann also died young. 

Mr. Bowers received his educational train- 
ing in the common schools of Fayette county, 
and then learned the trade of a carpenter un- 
der the instruction of Andrew Hertzog, of 
near Morris’ Cross Roads, and then followed 
his trade for thirty-five years in Fayette and 








Monongalia counties, becoming a first-class 
workman anda mechanic of skill, especially 
In 1835, he 


purchased a farm containing one hundred and 


in the line of framing timbers. 


two acres near Laurel Iron works, and has 
since added to this by purchase, until he now 
owns five hundred acres of good farming 
land. He makes a specialty of grazing and 
stock-raising, especially in the line of thor- 
1862, he 
founded a grocery store at Uneva, where he 
now resides, and in 1868 he added to his 
line of goods a line of dry goods, and now 


oughbred short-horn cattle. In 


carries a full line of general merchandise. 
Politically he is a democrat, and prior to the 
Civil War served his district in the judicial 
capacity of justice of the peace, and was cap- 
tain of the Virginia state militia. 

February 16, 1843, he married Miss Harriet, 
daughter of John N. Baker, a farmer of Union 
district. 
union: George, who enlisted to serve in the 
Civil War on August 14, 1863, and died in 
the hospital at Clarksburg, November 20, of 


Ten children were born to this 


the same year, of typhoid fever; Margaret 
Ann and Susanna G., both deceased ; John, a 
farmer of Union district; Joseph, a partner 
with his father in mercantile business; Wil- 
liam D., a farmer of the district; Harriet E., 
wife of Charles Goodwin, a farmer of near 
Smithfield, Pennsylvania; and H. Coleman, 
also a farmer. 


———<$<$—$a——_———. 


PHRAIM McELROY, a farmer of Cass 
district, Monongalia county, is a son of 
Thomas and Amasa (Doolittle) McElroy, and 
was born in Monongalia county, near Mor- 
gantown, September 5, 1825. 
His grandfather, McElroy, was a native 
of Scotland, whence he emigrated to this 
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country, and located in Morgan district, near | 


Morgantown, where he followed farming. He 


married, and had eight children, two sons | 


and six daughters, one of whom, Thomas, was | 
the father of the subject of this biographical _ 


sketch. He was born in this county on July 14, 
1799, and died October 13, 1851. He also fol- 
lowed the pursuits of an agriculturist, on Deck- 


er’screek, near Morgantown. He married Ama- | 
sa, adaughter of Moses Doolittle, a farmer ofthis _ 


county. Eight children, five sons and three 
Of this 
family, Ephraim was the second in order of 
age. 

Thomas McElroy was 


daughters, were born to this union. 


reared upon his 


father’s farm, and until 1858 worked in iron | 


mills in Pittsburg, Philadelphia, and Browns- 
ville. 


the farm where he now lives, and has followed | 
He is politically a | 


agriculture ever since. 


republican; and was a member of the West | 


Virginia State militia during the Civil War. 
On March 18, 1858, he was united in marriage 
with Elizabeth, a daughter of Asa Miller, a 
farmer and miller of Rosedale, Greene county, 
Pennsylvania. 
sea eg gee 
N. MICHAEL, a reliable and substan- 


* tial citizen, a prosperous and well-to- 


do farmer, and a native of Grant district, is a | 


son of Henry and Anna (Boyne) Michael, and 
was born July 8, 1840. 

His paternal grandfather was Daniel Mich- 
ael, who settled upon Stewart’s run, three 
miles north of Arnettsville, in Grant district, 
where he became a pioneer farmer. He was 
industrious, soon succeeded in establishing a 
comfortable home, and eventually became one 
of the most thrifty and successful farmers of 
this county, owning at the time of his demise 
a large amount of real estate. 


In the last-named year he purchased | 


Henry Michael, father, was born upon his 
father’s farm, and after passing a long, upright 
and useful life, departed this life in 1842, 
having resided all his life upon a portion 
of the old homestead, engaged, like his father, 
in agricultural pursuits. Energetic, indus- 
trious, and well trained and schooled under 
the direction of his father, who was a practical 
farmer of matured experience, he was success- 
ful from the very start. He was twice married. 
His first marriage was with a Miss Felty, who 
became the mother of nine children. He took 
for his second wife Anna Bayne, who bore 
him five children, four of whom grew to 
maturity. 

A. N. Michael was reared a farmer, and has 


_ pursued assiduously all his life the vocation of 





farming. He owns one hundred and sixty- 
five acres of good and fertile land in Grant 
district, and is regarded as one of the best 
farmers of the county. December 26, 1869, 
he married Margaret H.,a daughter of Samuel 
Snyder, of Grant district, and to their union 
has been born one daughter, Martha E., now 
the wife of Jarret A. Linch, who is a farmer by 
occupation, and resides with Mr. Michael. 


S 








IMEON TENNANT, a substantial, thrifty 
and wealthy citizen of Clay district, Mo- 
nongalia county, West Virginia, is a son of 
Richard and Sarah (Chew) Tennant, and was 
born July 14, 1820, on Jake’s run, where he 
now lives, in Clay district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia (then Virginia). Simeon Ten- 
nant is a descendant of Richard Tennant, his 


| grandfather, who was a native of Glasgow, 
| 


Scotland, and who came to the United States 
about 1760, selling his time for seven years to 
pay his passage to this country. In the year 


1769 he married Elizabeth Haught, a lady of 
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German descent, at Moorfield, Hardy county, | 


Virginia (now West Virginia). He served asa 
drummer in Dunmore’s War in Virginia, and 
on returning through Clay district was 
pleased with the appearance of the country, 


which led him, after a service in the Revolu- 


tionary War, to locate, together with his | 


brother-in-law, Peter Haught, on Jake’s run. 


He located about one-half mile from where | 


the present post-office of Statler’s Run is now | 
located, but owing to the hostility of the In- | 


dians was compelled for atime to abandon the | 


place and leave the region; he afterward re- 
turned and remained. Here he reared his 
family of nine boys and four girls as follows: 


Elizabeth, Peter, 


Mary, Richard (father of | 


Simeon), William, Alexander, John, Adam, | 
_ Clay district, Monongalia county, West Vir- 


Abraham, Jacob, Catharine, Margaret and 
Joseph. Of these seven served in the War of 
1812 and the other two, John and Adam, sent 
substitutes. 

Richard Tennant, Jr., was born in the 


pioneer home founded by his father and lived | 


all his life in Clay district, where he followed | 
| nant, father, was born in Clay district, where 


agricultural pursuits. His marriage with 


Sarah Chew resulted in the birth of six boys | 


and two girls that grew to maturity; one was | 


drowned while young. 


Simeon Tennant was reared on the farmand | 


has always followed farming as a means of se- | 


curing a livelihood. 


He owns a good farm of | 


two hundred and sixty acres in the district of | 


Clay, on Jake’s run,and upon it are located | 


eleven producing oil wells. 


In addition to | 


this he owns three hundred and eighty-nine | 


acres of good, arable land in Marion county. 


Simeon Tennant married Lucretia Stephens, a | 


daughter of James Stephens and Mary (Stull) 
Stephens, the former a native of New Jersey 
and the latter of the state of Maryland. The 
generous and benevolent impulses of Mr. 


Tennant are shown by the fact that he has 
reared and given a good start in life to three 
orphan children. They are Sarah Ellen Eddy, 
who married Perry Moore, a farmer of Paw 
Paw district, Marion county; John H. Am- 
mons, who married Margaret Tennant and re- 
sides also in Paw Paw district, a farmer; and 
Oka J. Eddy, who married Alice Brookover, 
and resides on the farm of Mr. Tennant. 


—_—_——————S—_———— 


UGENUS TENNANT, a member of the 
numerous old and prominent Tennant 
family of Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
and a respected citizen of Clay district, is ason 
of Richard D. and Margaret (Brookover) 
Tennant and was born November 20, 1820, in 
ginia (then Virginia). Peter Tennant, grand- 
father, was a native of Hardy county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), but located in Clay dis- 
trict, where he devoted himself to agricultural 
He served as a 


Richard D. Ten- 


and mechanical pursuits. 
ranger in the War of 1812. 
he lived nearly all his life. He was a farmer 
and mechanic by avocation anda strong demo- 
crat in political faithh He married Mary 
Magdalene Brookover and had a family of 
eleven children that grew to maturity and one 
that died in infancy. 

Eugenus Tennant mastered the simplest 
elements of an education in the subscrip- 
tion schools that marked his boyhood days, 
and then took up farming, to which he has de- 
voted himself ever since. Formerly Mr. Ten- 
nant was a stanch democrat, but is now in- 
clined to be independent in his political adher- 
ence. Fora time, during the Civil War, he 
was a member of the West Virginia state mili- 


tia. On September 28, 1843, Mr. Tennant 
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married Cassandra Tennant. 
been born the following children: Elmer, who 


To them ‘have | 


married Annie Jane Cage, and they have four | 
children, Violet, Myrtle, Jarvis and Goldie. | 
The second one of the children is Lucretia; | 
who married Sanford Tennant and has the fol- | 


lowing children: Cerilda, 


Gelmia, Ermie, | 


Nantie, Rememberance, Gilbert and Louie. | 
The third one of the children is Enos, who | 


married Mary E. Kennedy, and they have the 
following children: Clara M., Reason E., 
Pearly D., Ellis S., Les, Clyde, Maggie and 
Lily. 


tere ae 


pres B. TENNANT, an 
farmer of Clay district and a represen- 
tative of the prominent Tennant family, of 
Monongalia county, is a son of Richard and 
Margaret (Brookover) Tennant, and was born 
May 28, 1830, in Clay district, this county. 
For ancestral history, see the sketch of Simeon 
Tennant, in another part of this work. 


intelligent | 
- ceased, was the wife of Alfred Tennant. 


Richard D. Tennant, grandfather, was born | 
| his family are: Mary, deceased, and Vir- 


in Hardy county, Virginia (now West Vir- 


ginia), but was soon brought by his father to | 


Clay district, that stronghold of the Tennant | 


family, and located adjacent to Statler’s run, | 


where he died. He was a farmer by avoca- 
tion, and served as a ranger in the War of 


1812, our second struggle for civil emanci- | 


pation. 

Richard Tennant, father, was born in Clay 
district, and lived there all his life, engaged 
essentially in farming, although he was a gen- 
eral mechanic of skill and genius and gave 
his aid to all mechanical enterprises of the 
neighborhood when called upon to do so. 





The principles of the democratic party em- | 


bodied the dogmas of his political decalogue. 
He married Margaret Brookover, and had 
twelve children, one of whom was still-born. 


Peter B. Tennant attended for a limited 
time the subscription schools of his neighbor- 
hood and availed himself of such educational 
opportunities as were afforded by them. He 
commenced the battle of life on his own ac- 
count as a farmer, and has always followed 
that avocation. He owns a farm of two hun- 
dred and thirty acres on Jake’s run, upon 
which are located fine producing oil wells. 
In his political following he is a democrat and 
a member of the Christian church. 

Mr. Tennant and Prudence Eddy, daugh- 
ter of Goyne Eddy, were united in mar- 
riage. To this union have benn born six 
children: deceased; Annie B., de- 
They 
were the parents of the following children: 
Malvina C., Leona Belle, Ivan and Oman. 
The third one of his children, in order of age, 
is Margaret Alice, the wife of Noah Wright; 
Lou Amy married C. B. Berry and has seven 
children: Mary Belle, Myrtle, Allen, Maude, 
The youngest two of 


Enos, 





Mary, Ossie and 


ginia O. 
ELS Oe 

| cojaetoned ADAM TENNANT, a represent- 

ative farmer of Clay district, Monon- 
galia county, West Virginia, is a son of Rich- 
ard D. and Margaret (Brookover) Tennant, 
and was born March 10, 1840, on Jake’s run, 
in Clay district, Monongalia county, West 
Virginia (then Virginia). The ancestral his- 
tory of Mr. Tennant will be found in the 
sketch of his brother, Peter B. Tennant, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 

The education of Nimrod A. Tennant, 
owing to the limited advantages of his school- 
boy days, was very limited. He has always 
followed farming on Jake’s run, where he 
owns a farm of two hundred and fifty-six 
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OF MONONGALIA COUNTY. 





acres of land, upon which are located five pro- 
ducing oil wells. 

On March 29, 1860, Mr. Tennant and Mar- 
garet Jane Lemley, a daughter of David Lem- 
ley, were united in marriage. 
have been born the following children: David 
L., born February 7, 1861, married Rebecca 
E. Haught October 31, 1887, and has four 


children: Cecil, Sylvia, Ernie, and Lily, de- | 


ceased; Simeon, born February 23, 1863, 
married August 27, 1889, Ola V. Sine, and 
has one child, Freddy; Nancy E., born Janu- 
ary 13, 1865, married Nimrod Haught on July 
12, 1885, and has five children: Oscar, Adrian, 
Arlie, Louie, and Gracie; Alyzan, born Oc- 
tober 26, 1868, married August 28, 1891, 
Grant Youst. They have two children: Ida 
May, and Belva Marie; Sarah, born June 4, 
1871, married August 25, 1889, E. D. Statler; 
they have two children: Claude and Lonnie; 
Prudence M., born May g, 1875; Emma, born 
September 18, 1878; and Dessie Dell, born 
January 27, 1888. 


—_ oO 


NS. TENNANT, a descendant of Richard 
Tennant, the original emigrant to this 
country, whose history appears in the sketch 
of Simeon Tennant, is a son of William and 
Lovinia (Tennant) Tennant, and was born De- 
cember 28, 1853, in Clay district, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia. The paternal grand- 
father of the subject of this record was Abra. 
ham Tennant, and on the maternal side of the 
family it was Richard Tennant. William 
Tennant, father, was born on Jake’s run, in 
Clay district, and lived there until he married, 
when he removed to a branch of Statler’s run, 
in the same district, where he followed farm- 
ing the remainder of his life. 
Noah Tennant received a limited education 
14 
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in the subscription schools, and has always 
followed farming. He individually owns a 
tract of twenty acres, and has an interest in 
another of twenty-seven and one-fourth acres, 
all in the oil belt. 
tory are located two producing oil wells. 


Upon his individual terri- 
In 
addition to his farming interests, he is engaged 
On 
Noah Tennant and Pleasants Ten- 


in teaming throughout the oil region. 


nant, daughter of Ezra Tennant, were united 
They have the following chil- 
Crilla, Samantha, 
Jesse, Mary, Lulu, and Alveny. 


in marriage. 


dren: Lemphus, Retus, 





— > 


| oan TENNANT, an industrious and 

intelligent farmer of Clay district, Mon- 
ongalia county, West Virginia, is a son of 
Iva and Perdilla (Wilson) Tennant, and was 
born June 20, 1849, in Clay district, on his 
father’s farm, situated near the head of Jake’s 
run. For his ancestral history, see the 
sketches of his uncle Simeon Tennant and his 
father Iva Tennant, which precede this in 
another part of the book. 

Reason Tennant attended the subscription 
schools of his neighborhood, where he was 
enabled to obtain a rudimentary education. 
Reared upon a farm, he took up agriculture 
as a means of obtaining a livelihood, and has 
made this his life-work. He owns one hun- 
dred and sixteen acres where he now resides, 
at the head of Jake’s run, and twenty-seven 
acres in another tract. Upon these farms are 
located six producing oil wells. He also owns 
a good farm of one hundred and seventeen 
acres in Marion county. 

He has been twice married; his first union 
was with Louisa, a daughter of Reason Ten- 
nant, and resulted in the birth of three chil- 
dren: Viola, the wife.of James Eddy, who 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 








resides on his father-in-law’s farm, in Marion 
county; Iaura and Beulah. As his second 
wife, Mr. Tennant married Sarena, a daughter 
of Uriah Haught. 


Five children were born 


to the latter marriage; the oldest died in in- | 


fancy; Granby, Gellie, Elias A. and Lewis B. 
(twins). 
—__S_——_—__—_——_ 


ENNY TENNANT, one of the oldest, 
most prominent, and most numerous 





families of Monongalia county, West Virginia, | 
is the family to which the gentleman belongs | 


whose name heads this sketch. 
of Joseph and Catherine (Haught) Tennant, 


He is a son | 


successful farmer of Clay district, and served 
five and one-half months in the War of 1812. 

He married Catherine Haught, a daughter 
of Peter Haught, a farmer of Clay district, 
and twelve children were born to their union, 
that grew to man and womanhood. Of these 
Denny was the youngest. He was brought 
up on the farm, and farming has been his 
His first 
efforts in this line were in Clay district. 
1875 he purchased and moved upon the farm 


vocation all his life. individual 


In 


where he now lives, at the head of Miracle 


run, in Battelle district. This farm contains 


/ one hundred and forty-nine acres; he also 


and was born in Clay district, Monongalia | 


county, West Virginia (then Virginia), Feb- 
ruary 9, 1829. 

The family is of Scotch origin, Richard 
Tennant, his grandfather, having emigrated to 
this country from Glasgow, Scotland. 
came to this country as an orphan boy, and 
without money. It was necessary for him to 
sell his time in order to secure passage across 


the Atlantic. This he did, and served faith- 


He | 


fully seven years, until he had discharged | 


every obligation incident to his transporta- 


tion. After he had worked his freedom, he 


married, and soon afterward located in Clay © 


district, this county. He was one of the first 
settlers in that district, being there at a time 
when the Indians still infested the region. 
He first took up two hundred acres of land, 
and afterward purchased six hundred acres 
more in the same district. He died an old 
man in the year 1820. His wife, Elizabeth 
Haught, was a Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
lady. Joseph Tennant, the third son born to 
Richard and Elizabeth Haught Tennant, was 
the father of the subject of this sketch. 


He | 


was born in Fayette county, in 1781, and died | 
' native village, in 1869. He was a cabinet- 


in Clay district, in 1872. He was a large and 


owns another in the district, of one hundred 
and eight acres, and one in Clay district, con- 
taining one hundred and seventy-three acres. 
These landed interests are all supposed to be 
in the oil belt of West Virginia, and are all 
underlaid with the Pittsburg coking coal. 

On January 20, 1853, Mr. Tennant married 
Elizabeth Ann, a daughter of William Brewer, 
of Clay district, and nine children have been 
born to their marital union: Rebecca; Levi, 
a farmer of Battelle district; Jane, wife of 
Sylvanus Mayfield, a farmer of Clay district; 
Oliver, deceased; Sarena, Louella, Julianna, 
Enos, and one that died in infancy. 


—_—_$ > 


EE VAN DORAN TENNANT is a son of 

Adam and Elizabeth C. (Haines) Tennant, 

and was born in Blacksville, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, on May 4, 1863. 

For a fuller history of the Tennants, who 
were among the first settlers of this part of 
Virginia (now West Virginia), see the sketch 
of Simeon Tennant. 

Adam Tennant, father, born near 
Blacksville, in Clay district, and died in his 
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maker and undertaker by trade and also fol- | 
lowed to some extent the art of photography, 
running for a number of years a gallery in 
Blacksville. His death came as a result of 
injuries received at the hands of a band of 


ruffians, who beat him at a political meeting 
at Morgantown. 

He married Elizabeth, a daughter of William 
Haines, of Battelle district, and four children | 
were the fruits of this union: Lee Van Doran, | 


subject ; Irvin, who was born in Blacksville, | 


on May 18, 1865, received a common-schoo] 
education and has followed farming all his life, 
and where he now resides. He is a Baptist 
in religious faith and practice, and a demo- 
crat in political principle. On September 1, 
1884, he married Mary L., a daughter of 
N. H. Sine, of Mannington district, Marion 
county, and four children bless this union: 
Anna Pearl, Victor Earl, Harry Lee and 
Lexie Olin. 
school education and has followed farming 
He is 
a Baptist in religious faith and practice, and 
On May II, 
1888, he married Harriet, a daughter of Rea- | 


Sanford M. received a common- 
all his life, and where he now resides. 


a democrat in political principle. 


son Kent, of Battelle district, Monongalia | 


county, and two children, Howard Leslie and 
Herschel Smith, have been born to this union ; 
Mary Ellen, wife of Dr. W. N. Thomas, of 
Thoburn, Marion county. 

Lee Van Doran Tennant had the advan- 
tages of but a common-school education, and 
then took up the art of husbandry and has 
followed it ever since. Politically, a democrat, 
he takes a normal interest in all matters of 
local government. 

ae Senos See 
AMES JEFFERSON JOHN, a farmer of 
Clay district, Monongalia county, West 





Virginia, is a son of Abraham and Lydia Ann 


(Bare) John, and was born September 20, 1847, 


_in Battelle district, Monongalia county, Vir- 
_ ginia (now West Virginia). 


The great grand- 
father of subject was John John, a native of 
Wales, who emigrated to America at an early 
day, becoming one of the pioneer settlers in 
that old settlement in Greene county, on the 
waters of Whitely creek. One of his sons, 
James John, who was very young, when 
brought to Greene county, was the grandfather 
of the subject of this biographical record. 
Abraham John, father, was born in Greene 
county, February 11, 1823, and_ died 
June 20, 1894. He was reared in Greene 
county and lived there until after his marriage, 
when he removed to Battelle district, this 
county, and made that locality his residence 
about four years, when he returned to Wayne 
township, in Greene county, and established 


| himself on a farm, on the waters of Dunkard 


creek, and lived there the remainder of 
his life. His marriage resulted in the birth of 
eleven children: Lucinda, Susan, wife of Jor- 
dan Strosnider, deceased; Margaret, wife of 


| Henry Clay Spitznagle, of Greene county ; 


James Jefferson, subject; Frances, was the 
wife of Wm. Garrison; Andrew, who resides 
in Greene county, a farmer by avocation; Os- 
born, who emigrated to Indian territory in 
1879 and has never been heard from; William, 
a resident on the old homestead; Elizabeth, 
the wife of Isaac Minor, of Clay district, Mo- 
nongalia county; and Nancy J., who married 
Marion Headly, of Waynesburg, 
county. 


Greene 


James J. John attended the common schools 
of Greene county, and then learned the trade 
of a blacksmith, and for ten years plied his 
craft in this county. He then with his sav- 
ings purchased the farm, consisting of one hun- 


dred and forty acres, upon which he now lives, 


a 
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in Clay district, this county, and has followed | 


farming and stock raising ever since. He is 


a democrat politically, but has never sought | 


nor held office. A strict member of the 
Christian or Disciple church, he is a deacon and 
Sabbath-school superintendent of St. Luke’s 
church, near Mooresville, on Jake’srun. In 
March, 


bless their union. They are: Clarence S., 
Ernest C., Herbert, Edith M. and Ethel N. 
—___. Go 


REENBERRY BARRICKMAN, con- 


stable of Clay district, 


1877, he married Jane Shriver, a | 


daughter of Isaac Shriver, and five children | Rachel Virginia, deceased; David John Work, 


Monongalia | 


| 


| 
| 





county, a veteran of the Civil War, anda man | 


of political weight and influence in Monon- | 


galia county, is a son of James and Rachel | 
(Wade) Barrrickman, and was born March 3, | 


. 1844; in Cass district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia (then Virginia). 

Jacob Barrickman, his paternal grandfather, 
was a farmer of Clay district, where he died. 
James Barrickman, father, was born in the 
district of Clay, in Monongalia County, and 
lived in the same district all his life, engaged 
in farming. He was a believer in the prin- 


| terest in the work of the same. 


ciples of the old-line whig party, to which | 


party he adhered until 
and the organization of the 
party, when he became a republican, and 


republican 


remained one the remainder of his life. 
was twice married, first time to Rachel Wade, 
and had eight children: 
Greenberry, subject ; Cassandra and Morgan, 


Mary, deceased; 


its disintegration | 


of Fairview, Marion county; Alexander, of 
the state of Kansas, and Eunice. 

Mr. Barrickman married Mary, a daughter 
of John Core, and they are the parents of the 
following children: Elvina, deceased; Abbie 
Jane, the wife of J. N. Statler, of Clay dis- 
trict; Mary Rebecca, deceased, was the wife 
of Nimrod A. Moore; Cora Belle, deceased ; 


died in infancy ; and Simon Clark, at hore. 
The limited education of Mr. Barrickman was 
obtained under many disadvantages in the 
His first 


business on his own account was as an agri- 


common schools of the district. 


culturist, and he has followed it ever since, ex- 
cept when called for a time to attend to other 
matters. In 1862, responding to the call of 
our martyred President for troops to put down 
the Rebellion and save the Union from dis- 
memberment, he enlisted in company “C,” 
Fourteenth regiment, West Virginia infantry, 
under Captain Elias Finnell, and served in the 
army of the Potomac two years, nine months, 
and twenty-five days. He is a republican in 
political matters, and has taken an active in- 
He is the 
present constable of Clay district, in which 
relation he is 2 prompt, courageous, and faith- 


ful officer. He has served as a delegate to a 


number of county and state conventions, no- 


He | 


tably among the latter was the convention 
that met in Elikins in the autumn of 1894, 


and nominated Alston G. Dayton for congress 


deceased; Elmira and Elvina, twins, deceased, | 


and Albert and Allen, twins, deceased. He 
married, as his second wife, Mary Ann Wade, 
and had as a result of this union four chil- 
dren: Joseph, a resident of Center Point, 


Doddridge county, West Virginia; Michael, | 


in the Second West Virginia district, against 
Hon. William L. Wilson. He was the caller 
of the Monongalia delegation upon that oc- 
casion. Fraternally, he is a member of Jesse 
Taylor Post, No. —, G. A. R., at Mt. Morris. 
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OHN SMITH HOOD, senior member of | 
the firm of John S. Hood and Son, an 
extensive farmer and a highly reputable citi- 


zen of Grant district, Monongalia county, | 
West Virginia, isa son of John and Letitia | 
(Smith) Hood, and was born at Jefferson, 

Greene county, Pennsylvania, May 31, 1821. | 
At an early age he went to Waynesburg to | 
learn the saddler’s trade. Finishing the trade 
at the age of eighteen, he located at Gran- 


ville, in Grant district, Monongalia county, | 
West Virginia, and immediately engaged in 
the business for which he had prepared him- 
self. He continued this business there about | 


three years, when he removed to the mouth | 


of Big Indian creek, the same district, where 
he actively and energetically prosecuted his | 
business until 1848, when he abandoned this | 


trade to engage in farming. Asa farmer he 


has been eminently successful, and now owns 





eight hundred acres of land. 
In 1870, he with William Wisman, under | 
the firm name of Hood and Wisman, engaged 


in the milling business, at Lowesville, Grant 
district. This firm did business for a period 
of twelve years, when, in 1872, John Hood | 
purchased the interest of Mr. Wisman, since | 
which time the business has been operated 
successfully under the firm style of John S. 
Hood and Son. In 1848, Mr. Hood and 
Miss Mary M., a daughter of Harrison Smith 
of Cass district, this county, were united 
in the holy bonds of matrimony, and to 
their union have been born seven children : 


i 
John, the junior member and manager of | 


the firm of Jno. S. Hood and Son, resides | 
at Lowesville, and married Minnie Morgan ; | 
Alfred, a farmer of Grant district, married | 
a Mr. Wisman; Dr. Thomas M., who is | 
now the resident physician at the Weston 


Hospital, Lewis county, West Virginia, was 








graduated from the West Virginia University 


at Morgantown, and from the Jefferson 


_ Medical College at Philadelphia, and took 


a post-graduate course at the Bellevue 
Medical College, New York city; Rebecca, 
the wife of Robert B. Tibbs, of Fairmont, 
West Virginia; Ida, the wife of James B. 
Wisman, a farmer of Grant district; Smith, 
the present deputy sheriff of Monongalia 
county, married Kate Amos, and resides at 
Fairmont; and Carrie, the wife of Robert 
Talbot, of Fairmont, whose sketch appears 
in this volume. 

Mr. Hood is one of the most enterprising 
and successful business men of Monongalia 
county, and for his eminently successful busi- 
ness career he is indebted to neither friends 
nor relatives, but to his singleness of purpose 
—the prosecution of his business to the exclu- 
sion of all else—coupled with fair business 
tact and acumen. 
ness in a small way, but by unyielding perse- 


He first engaged in busi- 


verance, close application to business and 
judicious investments, he has become one of 
the most prosperous and opulent business 
men of this county. He is an affable and 
congenial gentleman, and by his straight- 
forward business methods has deservedly won 


| the confidence and esteem of a host of admir- 


ing friends. 
tibia his neo 

RTHUR INGHRAM STROSNIDER.— 
There is scarcely a single branch of 
science in which the German nation has not 
excelled. In music, painting and sculpture 
they occupy a very high rank and their well- 
known characteristics of honesty, faithfulness, 
valor, thoughtfulness, perseverance and indus- 
try have carried them into all parts of the 
world, and everywhere they have been potent 


factors in molding the destinies of nations and 
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shaping the policies of empires and republics. | 


A descendant of one of those sturdy German 
families is the gentleman whose name heads 
this sketch. He was born September 9, 1842, 


in Waynesburg, Greene county, Pennsylvania, © 


a son of Reason and Jane (Cohen) Strosnider. 


His great-grandfather, John Strosnider, was a | 


pre-Revolutionary immigrant into Loudoun | 


county, Virginia, afterward removed to Greene | 


county, Pennsylvania, ranking among the 
pioneer settlers of that county. 

One of his sons was John Strosnider, grand- 
father of Arthur I. Strosnider. 
in Greene county, was reared there and lived 
there all his life. On that old homestead was 
born in 1821, Reason Strosnider, father, and 


He was born 


he died in the county of his nativity in 1879. 
His trade was that of a stone-cutter and mar- 
ble-dealer. Both he and his wife were mem- 
bers of the Disciple or Christian church. His 
marriage resulted in the birth of the follow- 
ing children: John, a merchant of Garfield, 
Illinois; Alexander, engaged in the insurance 
business in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; three 
died in infancy; Elizabeth, married Stephen 
Sanders, and lived in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
until the death of the latter; Christina, the 
widow of Smith Green; Arthur I.; Reason, 
who is engaged in the manufacture of boots 
and shoes, in Waynesburg; Elijah, deceased, 
and Norman, also deceased. 

Arthur I. Strosnider was educated in the 
common schools of Parkersburg, West Vir- 
ginia, and at the age of nineteen entered upon 
an apprenticeship to learn the trade of boot 
and shoe manufacturer at Waynesburg, but 
did not follow it long. The Civil War was 
upon us, and Mr. Strosnider was among the first 
to respond to Lincoln’s call for troops. On 
April 22, 1861, he entered the Tenth regiment, 


company “D,” P. R. V. C., and served three | 





years and eleven days, and at the end of that 
time re-enlisted in the One Hundred and First 
regiment, volunteer infantry, but never joined 
the regiment, but was retained as special agent 
under Colonel I. V. D. Reeves until! the close 
of the war. He served in the army of the 
Potomac, which, coupled with the fact of his 
long term of service, is sufficient evidence that 
his war service was not that of an “idle 
singer of an empty day.” 

He took part in no less than thirty-one 
battles, and was never seriously wounded. 


| On the first day of the battle of the Wilder- 





ness, he with his company was captured, but 
was only helda short time when they fought 
After the Civil War was over 
and the smoke of battle had cleared away, he 
came to Blacksville, with the intention of re- 


their way out. 


maining but two weeks, and instead has re- 
mained to the present time. He went into 
the boot and shoe mercantile business, which 
he has since enlarged to a general mercantile 
enterprise, one of the largest in the county. 
He is an active republican in matters political, 
and religiously a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Fraternally he is a member 
of Waynesburg Lodge, No. 153, G. A. R. 
Mr. Strosnider has been twice married; first 
time to Sarah E. Brock, a daughter of Thomas 
Brock. This union resulted in the birth of 
two children: Eva, deceased, and Dora B., 
wife of Felix Garrett, of Blacksville. His 
second marriage was with Lydia A. Spragg, 
and one child Stella, has been born to this 
union. 








| wx WILSON.—Few men of Monon- 


galia county are more widely and favor- 
ably known than the gentleman whose name 
heads this sketch. His long residence near 
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the border-line of the two counties of Monon- 
galia and Marion, and his long career as a 


| 
| 


| 


stock-dealer in the two counties, has brought — 


him into actual business contact with most of 


the prominent business and professional men | 


and farmers of the two counties. He was 
born in the district of Clay, at the head of 


Robinson’s run, in Monongalia county, West 


Virginia (then Virginia), on April 16, 1830, a | 


son of Leven and Sophia (Eddy) Wilson. 
His grandfather, Benjamin Wilson, was a 
native of England, but emigrated to this 
country at a very early day, and was one of 
the pioneers in the vicinity of Morgantown. 


He helped to build one of the forts in this | 
vicinity, and ten of his children were born | 


within its pale. He was accompanied to this 
country by four brothers, all of whom served 
through the Revolutionary War. After civili- 
zation had so far progressed in the vicinity of 


Morgantown as to make it safe to leave for 


some distance the protection of the fort, he | 
removed to the present site of the village of | 


Laurel Point, where he spent the remainder of | 


his days. 


He married a lady of the name of | 


Margaret Wilson, and they became the par- | 


ents of the following children : George, Nellie, 
William, Elizabeth, Lydia, James, 
Millie, and four that died in infancy. 

Mr. Wilson obtained a fair education in 
the subscription schools of his native district, 
evincing a more than ordinary aptness and 
liking for mathematics. 

Being reared upon the farm, he naturally 


Leven, | 


took to the pursuits of husbandry, and the | 


collateral pursuit of stock-grazing. 
seven hundred acres of land in Clay district, 
four hundred where he now resides, on the 
head of Robinson’s run, and three hundred in 
other parts of the district. Fora period of 


forty years, he was largely engaged as a 


He owns | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


stock-dealer, buying and shipping to the east- 
ern markets. Politically, he has always been 
a democrat, and although he has taken an 
intelligent part in all matters pertaining to the 
good of his community and district, yet he has 
never sought office. For the last twenty-seven 
years he has been a member of the Baptist 
church, and for twenty-six years has held the 
office of deacon. 

Fraternally, he is a member of Fairmont 
Lodge, No. 11, A. F. and A. M., at Fairmont. 

Mr. Wilson married Jane Toothman, a 
daughter of Teter Toothman. To this union 
have been born nine children: Perdilla, wife 
of William Straight, a farmer of near McCur- 
dysville, this county; Mary E., wife of John 
T. Neely, a farmer on Robinson’s run; Al- 
pheus M., twins that died 
infancy; Emzy, the wife of James Neely, who 
resides on the head of Laurel run; Elzena, 
deceased, was the wife of C. C. Neely; Teter 


deceased ; in 


V., who married Naoma Murphy, and lives on 
Robinson’s run; and Cornelius C., married 
Mary Murphy, and also lives on Robinson’s 
run. 

Leven Wilson, father, was born in the fort 
which his father assisted to buiid, in 1786. 
He was reared upon his father’s farm, on the 
site of Laurel Point, and in 1819 purchased a 
tract of land, consisting of three hundred acres, 
at the head of Robinson’s run, in what is now 
Clay district. Here he cleared a farm and 
followed the pursuits of husbandry, until 
death ended his labors in 1878. Politically, 
he was a stanch supporter of the Jeffersonian 
democracy, and for forty-seven years was a 
member of the Baptist church, the last twenty- 
six years of which he served as a deacon. 

He married Sophia Eddy, who was born in 
1783 and died in 1869. To this 
were born four children; Two died in infancy ; 


union 
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Margaret, deceased, was the .wife of Jacob 
Tennant; and the subject of this sketch. 





S 





OHN W. WRIGHT is one of the promi- 
nent and representative men of Clay dis- 
trict, Monongalia county. He is a son of 
John and Catherine (Snyder) Wright, and was 
born in the district in which he now resides, | 
on October 15, 1844. 
His father, John Wright, was a native of 
, but at an early day located upon 
Jake’s run in the district of Clay, where he | 
and 





followed the avocation of a farmer, 
where he died. He married Catherine Sny- 
der, who was a daughter of Snyder, 
and to this union were born six children, 


as follows: Jeremiah, a farmer of Clay district, 





the two following Jeremiah died in infancy ; 
Martha, deceased, and Sarah, also deceased. 

John W. Wright had very few educational 
advantages; his school-boy days extended over 
a period when log school houses, with slab 
seats, were among the advantages given the 
urchin seeking an educational training. He 


commenced the battle of life as a laborer, and 


later took up and has ever since followed 


farming. That he has been industrious, eco- 


nomical and frugal is amply evinced from the 
fact that he now owns three hundred and | 
forty-six acres of good productive land. His 
farm is situated in the wonderfully rich | 
West Virginia oil field, a fact that has 
contributed to make him one of the weal- 
thy men of the county. Upon his farm 


have been drilled nine wells, and seven of 


them are at the present time fair producers. 


In addition to the interests already mentioned, 


he is in the mercantile business. Politically 


he believes in the principles of the republican 





party, with which party he has alway voted. 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 


Mr. Wright married Jane, a daughter of 
Abner Tennant, a representative of a large and 
influential family of Clay district, and whose 
ancestry appear under the heading of Simon 


Tennant. To this marriage have been born 


_ the following children: George, Clark, Richard, 
| Martha, Mary and Sarah. Mrs. Jane Wright 


died, and Mr. Wright married as his second 
wife Amanda~ Eddy, and this union has been 
blessed in the birth of two children, Elsie 


and Louie. 
__—S 





ANLIFF HAYES, for almost a half 

century a justice of the peace in Morgan- 
town, West Virginia, is ason of Alexander 
and Pheebe (Davis) Hayes, and was born near 
Randall, Cass district, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, on December 24, 1826. 

His ancestors were from the state of Dela- 
ware, his grandfather, Curtis Hayes, having 
emigrated from that state to Monongalia 
county about 1812, and located on Robinson’s 
trun. He lived all his life in that vicinity, en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits, and died there 
in 1820, at the age of fifty years. He married: 
Mary Willey, a first cousin of the father of 
Senator W. T. Willey. She died in 1849, at 
the advanced age of ninety-three years. They 
were the parents of nine children, four of 
whom died in Delaware at one time of typhoid 
fever; the remainder came to this county. 
Alexander Hayes (father) was born at Dover, 
Delaware, in 1810, being but two years of age 
when his father brought him to this county. 
He was reared upon the paternal acres, and 
followed farming in his early life, but in 1831 
he located in what is now West Morgantown, 
and ran a combination of businesses, which in- 
cluded an hotel and a ferry. He carried on 
these lines until 1841, when he removed to 
Morgantown, and was engaged the remainder 
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of his life in hotel-keeping, dying in 1866. | 
He married Phcebe Davis, a daughter of Rev. | 
John Davis, an itinerant preacher of the | 
She died in | 

| Alice, a daughter of Nelson Berkshire, of 


Methodist Episcopal church. 
Morgantown in 1886. 

Manliff Hayes has been identified with 
the history of Morgantown since twenty-four 
years of age. 


chant-tailoring in Morgantown. 
relinquished the tailoring business, and took 


up the livery business, and has continued it | 


to the present time. 


elected justice of the peace, and has served | 
| of C.B. Wilson ; Curtis R., married Ida Taylor, 


almost continuously to the present time. 


In 1872 he was elected president of the | 
County Court, and served, by re-election, two | 


terms, and was elected for a third term, when, 


by an amendment of the state constitution, a | 
Commissioners’ Court was substituted for it. | 
In political faith he is a republican, and has | 
been a tower of strength to his party in Mon- | 
| well known as a man of good judgment, 


ongalia county. He served continuously as 
chairman of the county executive committee 
from 1864 to 1888. 


he has served three terms as mayor of Mor- | 


gantown, as recorder for a continuous period 


of eleven years, a number of terms as coun- | 
cilman, and as a member of the board of edu- | 


cation a number of years. 


He takes an active interest and is in hearty | 


sympathy with every move which has for its 
object the betterment and improvement of the 
town. 
Building and Loan association, and a direc- 
tor in another building and loan association. 
He has been a member of Monongalia 
Lodge, No. 10, since 1848. He was a delegate 
to the convention that met in Wheeling, in 
1865, and organized the Grand Lodge of the 
I. O. O. F., and has frequently been a dele- 


He learned the trade of a | 
tailor, and for fourteen years followed mer- | 
In 1855, he | 
_ E. Hodges, principal of Marshall College, at 


The same year he was | 


In addition to the above, | 


He is the president of the Mutual | 
| tainly deserves to be ranked as one of the 





gate to the meetings of the Grand Lodge 
since then. He also belongs to Orphans’ 
Friend Encampment, No. 14, of Morgantown. 

In 1848, he was united in marriage with 


Morgantown, and to them have been born 
the following children who are living: Wil- 
liam W., who married a Miss Howard, re- 
sides in Morgantown, engaged in the livery 
business ; Mary, the wife of Professor Thomas 


Huntingdon, West Virginia; Annie L., the 
wife of W. M. Johnson, an attorney-at-law ; 
Henry H., at home; Winona B., the widow 


and resides in Morgantown, and is the agent 
for the P., B. and M. packet line. 

Magistrate Hayes has enjoyed to an unusual 
degree the confidence and respect of the com- 
munity in which he lives. This is fully at- 
tested by his long and satisfactory service in 
the various public places he has filled. He is 


honesty, and probity of purpose, and one in 
whom the interests of those who are brought 
into business relations with him are well 


looked after. 


———_e 





R. GEORGE M. FLETCHER.-—A profes- 
sion whose mission it is to inquire into 

the nature of the structure and physiological 
functions of the human body, that they may 
be assisted in their natural duties—to the end 
that human suffering may be alleviated, cer- 
noblest of callings. No art, science, craft or 
profession has made greater progress within 
the last decade than has the medical profes- 
sion; and a gentleman who has observed the 
progress of that decade, and who has profited 
by it, is the gentleman whose name heads 
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this sketch. Dr. Fletcher is a sonof William 
S. and Alice (Henkins) Fletcher, and was born 
February 7, 1834, in Greene county, Pennsy]l- 
vania. His family is of Virginia stock, and 


evidently of English origin. His grandfather 


was a native of Caroline county, that state, | 


and was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. 
His father, William S. Fletcher, was born in 
Caroline county, in the year 1800, and died 
February 22, 1871, in the village of Blacks- 
ville, whither he had removed in 1838. 
avocation was that of an iron mechanic, in 
which line he possessed a more than ordinary 


genius, and he became especially noted as the | 
manufacturer of the Fletcher axes, which were | 


widely known and used throughout the coun- 
try. His political affiliation was with the 


democratic party, and he served a number of | 
years as justice of the peace, and was a con- | 


scientious and consistent member of the 


Methodist Episcopal church. 


Dr. Fletcher was educated in Allegheny | 
college at Meadville, Pennsylvania, where he | 
attended four years, but was called home just 
before graduating to attend to a sick brother. | 


His parents were only in moderate circum- 
stances financially, and young Fletcher was 


forced to go to work to support himself. He : 


took up teaching, at the same time pursuing 
the study of medicine under the preceptorship, 
at various times, of a number of physicians, 


among whom were Drs. Jesse Flowers and | 
Benjamin Boggess, and then perfected his | 


medical education in Philadelphia, graduating 
in 1869. He then located in Blacksville, and 
entered vigorously upon the practice of the 


profession, and has remained there ever since, | 


and has built up a large practice in Monon- 
galia, Greene and Marion counties. 


His | 


Politi- | 
cally, he is a republican, in the success of | 
which party he takes an active interest. He | 


| is a trustee and an active worker in the Meth- 


odist Episcopal church. 

On October 15, 1872, he married Adelaide, 
the accomplished daughter of Asher F. 
Barnes, of New England birth, but a resident 
of Clarksburg, this county, where he died in 
1890. | 

Dr. Fletcher is known among menasa man 
whose sterling worth, unaffected manners, 
generous impulses, and active brain make him 
a leader in any community. His courteous 
bearing, his high sense of honor, his acknowl- 
edged ability and professional skill have se- 
cured for him an extended consultation prac- 
tice. For over a quarter of a century he has 


not counted his own pleasures or enjoyment 


_ in order that he might be of service to others. 


In many a home there is an unwritten history 
of his medical skill and humane devotion to 
the interests of the sick, and this, if written, 
would be his highest tribute. 


—_—o———- 


OSEPH VARNER, a prominent citizen 
and prosperous farmer of Clay district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, is a son of 
Joseph and Margaret (Tennant) Varner, and 
was born October 8, 1828, in Clay district near 
the village of Statler’s run, Virginia (now 
West Virginia). The grandfather of Joseph 


Varner was John Varner, a native of Germany, 


who, desiring to escape the crowded economic 
conditions of the Fatherland, sought a home 
and fortune in the new world. Joseph Var- 
ner, father, first saw the light of day in Clay 
district, where he was reared, and about the 
beginning of the present century located where 
the subject of this sketch was born. Here he 
became the owner of a farm, and here he spent 
the remainder of his life in the pursuits of 


agriculture. In his political faith he belonged 
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to that school of political economists of which 
Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson were 
bright and shining lights. He married Mar- 
garet Tennant, a member of one of the old 
families of the county (for history of Tennant 
family see sketch of Simeon Tennant). To 
this marriage were born twelve children, five 
boys and seven girls. Joseph Varner had few 
educational advantages; log school-houses, 
with greased paper for windows and slab seats 
marked that period of his school-boy days. 
When entering upon manhood he took up 
farming, first for two years on Day’s run in 
Clay district, and then removed to the old 
homestead, where he has ever since remained. 
He owns one hundred and thirty-seven acres 
here in the oil belt, and eleven producing wells 
are located upon it. 

Mr. Varner married Elizabeth Kennedy, a 


| 
| 


_ by energetic and persevering toil acquired 


daughter of James Kennedy. To their mar- | 


ital union have been born the following chil- 
dren: Azareal, deceased; James Leander, 
who married Laura Dell Wilson and resides 
in this district on Day’s run, near Ponetown; 


Elsie, died at the age of seven years; Lor- | 


raine, Sarah, Andrew Johnson, Mary Eliza- 
beth, Lovina Belle, Florence Ellen and Leona 
Garnet. 








S 


ORRIS J. GARRISON, a 


merchant | 


and farmer of Battelle district, Mon- | 


ongalia county, West Virginia, is a son of | 


Abner and Hannah (Morris) Garrison, and 
was born near Jollytown, Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, August 24, 1843. 


Abner Garrison, one of the eldest sons of | 


George Garrison, who was a prosperous far- 
_ gin; his great-grandfather, Hartley, having 


mer of Greene county, was a native and life- 
long resident of Greene county, having died 


an ample competency, owning at the time 
of his demise thirteen hundred acres of valu- 
able Jand. A man of sound judgment and 
strict integrity, he served acceptably for many 
years as justice of the peace, and was a con- 
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He married Hannah, a daughter of 


Levi Morris, of Mt. Morris, Greene county, 


_and to them were born ten children, four sons 


and six daughters. 

M. J. Garrison was educated in the public 
schools of Greene county, and was engaged 
extensively in agricultural pursuits in that 
county until 1868, when he removed to Bat- 
telle district and engaged in merchandizing, 
He 


carries a large line of goods, owns a farm of 


in connection with his farming interests. 


seven hundred acres, and is regarded as one 
of the leading business men and most reliable 
citizens of his district. Ile is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church and a re- 
publican in politics. In 1868, he married 
Adelaide V., a daughter of William Jolly, 
of Jollytown; and their union has _ been 
blessed in the birth of six children: Kate, 
Maud, Blanche, Frank, Nellie and Henry. 
They are all at home, except Frank, who is 
dead. 





S 





LIJAH HARTLEY, an intelligent citizen 

of Battelle district, Monongalia county, 

West Virginia, is ason of Rodger and Judah 

(Cross) Hartley, and was born in Newtown, 

Greene county, Pennsylvania, January 18, 
1815. 


Elijah Hartley is of English-Quaker ori- 


| come from the mother country with a band of 


near Jollytown, April 29, 1859, aged fifty-five — 


years. He started in life as a poor boy; but 


ity of Philadelphia, where he died. 


Quakers, about 1783, and settled in the vicin- 
One of 
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his sons was Mahlon Hartley, grandfather, 
born near Philadelphia, where he grew to 
manhood and married a Quaker lady. In 
1797 he joined the westward tide of emigra- 


tion and located in Greene county, Pennsyl- | 


vania, becoming one of the pioneers who set- 
tled in that county. He had learned the trade 
of a blacksmith in his earlier days, but took 
up a large tract of land upon locating in 
Greene county, and devoted the remainder of 
his life to agricultural pursuits in connection 
with blacksmithing. He was a strict adher- 
ent of the staid old Quaker faith all his life, 
and possessed the characteristic moral traits 
He died in Greene 
county about the year 1824. His marriage to 
Hannah Moon, of Philadelphia, resulted in 
the birth of a large family of children, of whom 
Roger Hartley (father) was the youngest. He 
was born in Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
in 1790, and died in Rochester, Indiana, 
in 1867, having lived in that city about 
five years prior to his death. He adhered 
to the religious faith of his ancestors all 
his life, which was characterized for honesty, 


of that denomination. 


integrity and probity of character. 

His marital union with Judah Cross, a 
daughter of Daniel Cross, originally of New 
Jersey, but at that time of Greene county, and 
of old Quaker stock, resulted in the birth of 
four sons and four daughters, as follows: 
Elijah, subject ; Jasper, deceased; Hannah, de- 
ceased, was the wife of Hiram Anderson of Ro- 
chester county, Indiana ; Mahlon, a farmer of 
Marion county, Indiana; Malinda, widow of 
the late William Neff, of Greene county, 
Pennsylvania; Elizabeth, deceased, was the 
wife of Levi Crain, of Muskingum county, 
Ohio; Daniel, died young; and Rebecca, of 
near Rochester, Indiana. 

Elijah Hartley was reared on the Greene 








county farm, and received his mental training 
and education in Shelbyville academy, at 
Shelbyville, Indiana, where he was a classmate 
of the late illustrious Thomas A. Hendricks. 
They both left that institution in 1836, the 
latter to pursue further his education, the for- 
mer, Mr. Hartley, to take up the battle of life 
in Muskingum county, Ohio. He commenced 
life on his own account as a teacher, first in 
Muskingum county, Ohio, where he taught 
three terms, then two terms in Allegheny 
county, Pennsylvania. In 1839 he came to 
this county, and has resided in Battelle dis- 
trict ever since, excepting two years, during 
In 
1866 Mr. Hartley retired from the profession 


which time he taught in Greene county. 


of teaching, having spent thirty years in that 
noble calling. Since then he has devoted his 
time and energies to agricultural pursuits and 
surveying until 1884, when he sold his lands, 
and has since confined himself to surveying. 
Prior to 1860 Mr. Hartley was a democrat, 
but dissented from the principles and policies 
of that party upon the issues of the war, and 
became a republican, but has never asked for 
nor sought office. It is supposed that he is a 
member of the same family of Hartleys as 
were General Hartley, of Revolutionary fame, 
and David Hartley, the British commissioner 
who, on the part of England, signed the treaty 
of peace of 1783, at the consummation of the 
Revolutionary War. 
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HOMAS P. REAY, ex-deputy collector 

of internal revenue and a citizen of 
Granville, this county, first saw the light 
of day August 30, 1841, at Morgantown. 
His education was obtained at the public 
schools of his native town,and at the old and 
renowned Monongalia academy, which was 
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one of the best educational institutions of its 
time, and from whose portals went forth many 
men who afterwards distinguished themselves 


in business and professional circles, and in the 
| admiring friends. 


arena of politics. Leaving the Academy, he 
entered upon the study of law, under the tute- 
lage of Judge Edwin C. Bunker, of Morgan- 
town, simultaneously working in his father’s 
tan-yard, to defray current expenses. But, 
owing to the pressure of the times and the 
lack of necessary funds, he was compelled to 
relinquish the hopes of his youthful ambition, 
and go to work to earn a livelihood. He was 
employed with his father in tanning until 1868, 
a portion of which time he was a partner in the 
business. Succeeding this, he was employed 
continuously as a commercial traveler for 
twenty years, eighteen of which he represented 
Bachelor Brothers, wholesale merchants of 
Philadelphia. In 1889, he associated himself 
with the Mountain State Oil company, com- 
posed of himself, J. W. Scott, William Mun- 
hall and Ceorge P. Heikell. 
nection with this firm, he was taking options 
on coal and oil territory in the Mountain State. 


During his con- 


In 1893, he was appointed general deputy 
collector of internal revenue and assigned to 
the division comprising West Virginia, Mary- 
land, Delaware, District of Columbia, Penn- 
sylvania, and the first district of New Jersey, 
with headquarters at Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burg. He filled this office efficiently and 
creditably until January,1895, when he resigned. 
Mr. Reay isa firm believer in and an ardent and 
enthusiastic supporter of the principles and 
precepts of democracy, and believes that upon 
their proper application depends our country’s 
future prosperity. He is a clear-cut and logi- 
cal thinker, keeps himself well posted upon 
current events and discusses politics and politi- 
cal issues with an air of sincerity that compels 





his auditors to feel that he possesses none of 


the characteristics of demagogery, but the 
true spirit of democracy. He is an affable and 
congenial gentleman and possesses a host of 
His marriage, on October 
14, 1863,to Sarah Virginia, a daughter of Dr. 
Marmaduke Dent of Monongalia county, West 
Virginia, resulted in the birth of one son, 
David Chadwick Reay. He was born Nov- 
ember 21, 1870, at Morgantown, educated in 
the West Virginia University, and is now a 
student in the law department of that institu- 
tion. 





————> 


OLONEL RICHARD E. FAST, ex-clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Monongalia 
county, ex-mayor of Morgantown, colonel of 
the First regiment of the National Guard of 
West Virginia, and a gentleman well known 
and highly respected in his State, is a son of 
Richard and Mrs. Litha (Jacobs, ee Farrell) 
Fast and was born October 31, 1858, in 
Marion county, West Virginia. 

Colonel Fast, on the paternal side, is of 
His grandfather, Adam 
Fast, was an early immigrant into what is now 
Winfield district, Marion county, from Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania. He located on what is 
known as White Day creek, in that district, 
where he engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
He was united in marriage with Elizabeth 
Rex, daughter of Lowery Rex, who in ali 
probability was a descendant of one of three 
brothers, George, Christopher, and another 
unknown, who at an early day left the Father- 
land and immigrated to the New World, locat- 
ing at what is now known as Walnut Hill, a 
suburb of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. After 
a time, members of the family drifted west, 
and some of them settled in Fayette county, in 
western Pennsylvania, from which county 
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Lowery Rex removed to near the present | 1886 he was graduated from the law depart- 


town of Mannington, Marion county. He, 
together with a son, Samuel, entered the War 
of 1812, from which service they never re- 
turned. 

Hon. Richard Fast, father of the subject 
of this memoir, was born in 1813 in Winfield 
district, Marion county, West Virginia—then 


Virginia, and died in 1865. He was a man 


_ ment of the university, and received the de- 


gree of bachelor of laws. In a short time 
after graduation he was granted a license to 
practice in the courts of West Virginia. In 
the active practice of his profession, however, 


he has never engaged, for the reason that at 


_ the time of securing his licemse he held the 


of considerable intelligence and force of char- | 


acter. In his early iife he learned the trade of 
millwright, whieh he followed for a time. 
The people soon recognized in him that 
quality of judgment and probity of character 
which rendered him especially desirable as a 
justice of the peace, in which position he served 
his district a number of years. 

He was what was known as a war democrat, 
one who believed that the Union must be 
preserved at any cost. Near the breaking out 
of the Civil War he was elected as a member 
of the Virginia legislature, in which body he 
showed himself a staunch friend of the Union 
in every matter coming before him that re- 
quired an expression of sentiment or an act 
from him, signing what was known as the 
Original Declaration of the Restored Govern- 
ment of Virginia. 

Colonel Richard E. Fast, as a boy, was of 
slight build and delicate constitution, and was 


early put to school and given such advan- | 


tages for securing an education as his limited 
means would allow. As a student he was 
diligent, and in course of a few years had 
mastered the common branches, and become 
He taught 
a few years, and with but two exceptions 


a teacher at the age of seventeen. 


received the highest grades of certificate on 


examination. In 1880 he began a special 


course of study at the West Virginia Univer- | 


sity, preparatory to the study of the law, In 





position of clerk of the Circuit Court, which 
office he held until 1889. Most of this time 
he has been and still is a commissioner in 
chancery, where he has distinguished himselt 
by the fairness, accuracy and systematic 
arrangement of his work. 


In the autumn of 1882 he was made dep- 


| uty in the county clerk’s office, and served in 


that capacity uptil January 1, 1885, when he 
qualified as clerk of the Circuit Court, to 
which office he had been elected by several 
hundred majority at the preceding October 
election. In politics he is a republican, and 
takes an active part in the affairs of his party, 
for which he has done effective work in many 
campaigns. In 1887 he was elected mayor of 
Morgantown, and by re-election held the 
office until 1894. As mayor he lends his aid 
to the policy which makes the greatest im- 
provement from a given income. He is a 
cautious but firm executive officer, and his 
municipal administration has been the cause 
of much commendation. The town has been 
improved, streets have been graded, sidewalks 
systematically put down, natural gas for fuel 


and lights introduced, and water works estab- 


| lished. 


The national guard of the State of West 
Virginia consists of two regiments. One of 
them, the first, is under the command of Col- 
onel Fast. 

Fraternally, Mr. Fast is well known and 


popular. He is a member of Morgan Lodge, 
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No. 4, F. and A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 9, | 
R. A. M., at Fairmont ; Crusade Commandery, 
No. 6, K. T., at Fairmont, and Osiris Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine, at Wheeling, and of Athens Lodge, | 
No. 36, Knights of Pythias, at Morgantown. | 
Colonel Fast has been twice married. His 
first marriage was to Elizabeth, daughter of | 
William N. Stewart. In January, 18809, his | 
wife died, leaving one child, Richard Ray- 
On September 14, 1893, he married, | 


mond. 
as his second wife, Virginia, a daughter of Dr. | 
Charles H. McLane, of Steubenville, Ohio. | 


—__—_S—_———_— 





DWIN C. PROTZMAN, the leading 
photographer of Morgantown, is a son 

of William and Elizabeth A. (Watts) Protz- 
man, and was born in Morgantown, Monon- 
galia county, Virginia (now West Virginia), | 
March 23, 1856. His grandfather, William | 
Protzman, was a native of Germany, but emi- | 
grated to the United States about the begin- 
ning of the present century. The county was 


then passing through its pioneer stages, and 
land was very cheap. Mr. Protzman preceiv- 


ing this to be the opportunity for a man of | 


limited means, purchased a large tract of land | 
in what is now Union district, which he pro- | 
ceeded to clear up and convert into an arable 


farm. In this he was successful and became 
one of the most prosperous and opulent 


farmers of his adopted county. 


William Protzman, father, was born on the 


old homestead. Here he grew to manhood; 
but the life of a farmer not being to his | 
tastes, he went to Morgantown, to learn the | 
wagon-maker’s trade. Finishing his trade, | 
he worked for a time as a journeyman, then 
engaged in the business on his own account, 


death ended his labors. 


continuing until 


He was a devout Christian, and an active, 
enthusiastic and zealous worker in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. He married Elizabeth 
Watts, who still survives her husband and 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Protzman were the parents of four children: 


now resides in Morgantown. 


Leroy, a liveryman of Helena, Montana; 
Newton, a member of the firm of J. E. Watts 
and company, marble dealers, of Morgan- 
town; Jennie M., also of Morgantown; and 
Edwin C., the subject of this sketch. He 
obtained his scholastic training in the public 
schools of his native town, and in the old 
and historic Monongalia academy. At the 
early age of fifteen, he began to learn photog- 
raphy. This, however, he followed but a 
short time—three or four years—when he 
g, which he followed 


took up cabinet-making, 


six years. Relinquishing this business on 
account of the injurious effects of the poison- 
ous paints upon his health, he returned, in 
1880, to his original vocation—photography— 
which he has since followed successfully. 
Mr. Protzman is an artist in his line, and 
keeps himself fully abreast of the advance- 
ment and progress in the art of photography. 
In addition to his regular photographic work, 
he does a considerable crayon portrait work, 
whose accuracy of reproduction and skill of 
execution exemplify in him a high degree of 
artistic talent. 

He is a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church; Monongalia Lodge, Inde- 
dendent Order of Odd Fellows; Orphans’ 
Friend Encampment, No. 14; Knights of 
Lawrence division, uniform rank 
Knights of Pythias; 
Mr. 


Pythias ; 
of the 
Council, National Union. 


and Decker 
Protzman is 


| possessed of rare musical talent, studied 


music under Captain W. H. Stowey, of 
Wheeling, West Virginia; was 9ohief musi- 
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cian of the First regiment of West Virginia 
National Guards in 1892, and for twenty-four 
years has been leader of the band known as 
“ Protzman’s Military Band.” 





So 





HOMAS ARNETT, a farmer of Grant 
district, and a descendent of one of the 
pioneer families of Monongalia county, is a 
son of Andrew and Elizabeth (Leggett) Ar- 
nett, and was bornon Indian Creek, Grant 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
August 9, 1816. : rt 
James Arnett, grandfather, was a native of 
the “Old Dominion,” born in Loudoun county, 
but was one of the pioneer settlers of Monon- 
galia county, settling on Indian creek, where 
he died. There, in about 1760, Andrew Ar- 
nett, father, was born, and there he lived all 
his life, and died in 1820. 
by occupation, and married Elizabeth Leggett, 


He was a farmer 


by whom he had eleven children, six sons and 
five daughters. 

For many years Thomas Arnett followed 
farming and milling conjointly, operating a 
grist-mill located upon Indian creek; but now 
follows argicultural pursuits exclusively. He 
is a devout and consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and has been 
identified with that organization for more than 
fifty years. In October, 1843, the nuptials were 


celebrated which made Mr. Arnett and Miss | 


Sarilda Price,a daughter of William W. Price, 
husband and wife. To them have been born 
eleven children, ten of whom are living: Eliza 
A., who married Eber Arnett, a very distant 


relative, both deceased; William C.; Susan E., | 
| daughter of Colonel John Evans, a pioneer 


relict of James A. Upton, resides in Fairmont, 
West Virginia; Sylvester,a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and resides on Indian creek; Richard H., 





a farmer, of California; James H., a merchant, | 


farmer and hotel-keeper, of Markleysburg, 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania; John M., a 
merchant of Fairmont, West Virginia; Thomas 
W., a photographer, of Fairmont; Sarah A., | 
the consort of George A. Bonafield, a farmer, 
of Cass district, Monongalia county ; Emily 
J., resides with her parents; and West Vir- 
ginia, the wife of Hiram C. Haywood, of 
Blacksville, Monongalia county. 

William C, Arnett has always resided upon 
Indian creek. He was for many years em- 
ployed in the milling business with his father, 
He enlisted in the 
Civil War at Fairmont, West Virginia, Septem- 
ber 4, 1864, in company “ B,” Sixth regiment, 


but now follows farming. 


West Virginia infantry, and served to the close 
of that conflict. 





o——- 


HE DENT FAMILY.—The founder of 
the family in Monongalia county was 
Captain John Dent, who came to the county 
from Loudoun county, Virginia, in the spring 
of 1776. He took an active part in the early 
Indian wars, serving in the Broadhead and 
McIntosh campaigns on the western frontier, 
and also as a captain in the frontier militia 
John Evans. 
man of broad views and strong individuality, 


under Colonel He was a 
and wielded a potent influence in the com- 
munity in which he lived. He became the 
possessor of a large landed estate on Dent’s 
run. He was the first sheriff of Monongalia 
county, sworn in shortly after locating in the 
county, and again re-elected in 1790. He 
also served as a member of the Virginia 
Assembly, and as justice of the peace a num- 
ber of years. He married Margaret, the only 
of the county, and its first clerk. Captain 
Dent died September 20, 1840, at the age of 
eighty-five years. His wife died November 
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23, 1851, at the age of eighty-eight years. partnership and engaged in milling and mer- 


They were the parents of twelve children: 


Elizabeth (Betsy), who was married to Rawley | 


‘Martin; John Evans, who married Rebecca 


Hamilton, and removed to Hamilton, Ohio; | 


George, who died at New Orleans, in 1805 ; 
Dudley Evans, who married Mahala Berk- 
shire, aunt of ex-Judge R. L. Berkshire, of 
Morgantown, and was drowned in the Kan- 
awha river; Nancy, wife of Captain Felix 
Scott; Nimrod, who married Susan Graham; 
Margaret, wife of John Rochester; Enoch, 
who married Julia Capin ; James, who married 
Dorcas Berkshire, sister of R. L. Berkshire; 
Marmaduke, father of James Evans Dent, 
whose sketch follows this; Ann Ara, also 
deceased, was the wife of Peter Fogle; and 
Rawley Evans, dead. 

Dr. Marmaduke Dent was born on the old 
“ Dent Homestead,” founded by his father, on 
what is known as Dent’s run, six miles from 
Morgantown, in what is now Grant district, 
Monongalia county, February 25, 1801. The 
educational advantages of his neighborhood 





were very inadequate in his school-boy days, | 


and his scholastic training was obtained in the | 


subscription schools, where he received what 


was then regarded as a good common school | 


education. He wasof delicate health, a fact that 
induced him to take up the study of medicine. 
He registered in the office of Dr. Enos Daugh- 
erty, at Morgantown, remaining with him over 
three years, when, in 1825, he settled at King- 
wood, Preston county, West Virginia, and 
began the practice of his profession, being the 
first resident physician of the county, and de- 
veloped, for this early day, an extensive prac- 


tice. In 1827 he married Sarah Price,a daughter | 


of Colonel William Price, and returned to 
Laurel Point, Monongalia county, where heand 
his brother, Nimrod Dent, formed a business 


15 


chandising in the property purchased of their 
father, which business had been founded by 
In 1830 Dr. Dent disposed ot 
his business interests in that place and re- 


him in 1790. 
moved to Granville, on the Monongahela 
river, about two miles below Morgantown, 
where he served a term as postmaster, but 
devoted himself essentially a number of years 
to the practice of medicine. In 1839 he 
again took up merchandizing, and followed it 
conjointly with the practice of his profession, 
until a short time prior to his death, which 
occurred February 10, 1883. He built up a 
large practice, and made professional visits 
throughout Monongalia and Preston counties, 
West Virginia, and parts of Greene and 
Dr. Dent 


raised eight children to adult years, and they 


Fayette counties, Pennsylvania. 


all survive him but one; their names are: 
Marshall Mortimer. He was born May 2, 
1828, and is now a resident of Morgan- 
town, West Virginia, where he is a mem- 
ber of the bar. He formerly took an active 
part in politics, serving as clerk of the 
Circuit Court and of the County Court, 
and was editor of the Star, and a member 
of the Richmond 1861 ; 
William Marmaduke, who was born March 
6, 1831, a prominent physician, living at 
Newburg, Preston county, where he located 
in 1863, and who is a member of the Ameri- 
can Medical association, and of the West 
Virginia Medical society, of which he has 
been successively secretary, vice-president, 
and president; Margaret L., born May 2, 
1833, wife of Frank M. Chalfant, of Lewis 
Evans, born September 11, 


convention of 


county; John 
1835, died at Marietta, Ohio, of smallpox, 
March 14, 1863. 
time of his death in the quartermaster’s de- 


He was engaged at the 
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partment in the Union army; George W., 


born October 23, 1840, is a practicing physi- | 
Monongalia | 


cian, located at Arnettsville, 
county; Felix J., born November 5, 1842, 
is a practicing physician, at Paola, Florida; 
James Evans, a resident of Granville, Monon- 
galia county; Sarah Virginia, born October 
20, 1846, is the wife of Thomas P. Reay, of 
Morgantown. From the history of Monon- 
galia county we take the following extract 
relating to the character of Dr. Marmaduke 
Dent : 

“He was no ordinary man. 
tellect and with a conscience void of offence, 


Strong in in- 


he was brave as Julius Cesar. A physician of 
excellent judgment, a true friend, an obliging 
neighbor, and full of sympathy, the poor will 
miss him. He was a stern, but a just and a 
kind father, a true and loving husband, a 
sincere patriot, and that noblest work of God, 
‘an honest man,’ whose ‘ word was as good as 


his bond.’ ” 





o———. 


AMES EVANS DENT, a farmer and 
hotel-keeper of Granville, this county, 
is a son of Marmaduke and Sarah (Price) 
Dent, and was born in the village of Gran- 
ville, Grant district, Monongalia county, Vir- 
ginia, now West Virginia, October 16, 1844. 
The Dent family is of Welsh origin, and 
was founded in America by four brothers, 
John, George, Frederick, and Hatch, who set- 


tled in Loudoun county, Virginia, whence their | 


descendants scattered through the United 
States, many of them becoming prominent in 
professional and business pursuits. 

James Evans Dent was educated in the 
common schools and the old Monongalia 
academy, then under the directions of Prof. 
J.R. Moore. He has always resided in Gran- 
ville, engaged in agricultural pursuits and 








hotel-keeping. He is a democrat in political 
affairs, and has always taken an active part in 
the affairs of his party. During eight years 
of that period in the history of the county 
when justices of the peace held the County 
Court, he served as justice of the peace, being 
elected in the district that is republican by 
one hundred majority. In 18— he was the 
candidate of his party for the office of state 
senator ; and in 1890 was the nominee for the 
office of county clerk, and was the only dem- 
ocratic school trustee ever elected in his 
district. 

Fraternally he is a member of the Union 
Lodge, No. 4, A. F. and A. M., in which he 
has served as junior and senior warden. On 
April 19, 1864, he married Louvinia J., the 
only daughter of James M. Henderson. Four 
children bless the union: Sarah Isabelle, the 
wife of John D. Lewellen, a blacksmith, of 
Elm Grove, West Virginia; James Hender- 
son, a carpenter, of Granville; Fannie C., wife 
of James N. Kirk, of Dobbin, Grant county; 
and Samuel M., a student in West Virginia 
University. 





———_-e 


H°. GEORGE COOKMAN STURGISS, 
of Morgantown, United States Attorney 
for the district of West Virginia during Presi- 
dent Harrison’s administration, was born in 
Poland, Mahoning county, Ohio, August 16, 
1842. His father, Alfred Gallatin Sturgiss, 
who was a clergyman of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, and a graduate of Madison 
college, Pennsylvania, died in the active work 
of the ministry in October, 1845. His baptis- 
mal name was given him in memory of the 
Rev. George Cookman, a distinguished minis- 
ter, who, while crossing the Atlantic in 1841, 
went down in the ill-fated Prestdent. From the 
age of eleven years young Sturgiss was obliged 
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to care for himself. The family consisted of | 
the mother and three sons, of whom he was | 
the second. In the determination to main- | 
tain himself, George at first worked upon a | 
farm, and later went through various parts of | 
Ohio, New York, and Pennsylvania as an itin- | 
erant furniture varnisher. He finally reached 


Monongalia county, Virginia, November 11> 


1859, and with his earnings, supplemented by | 
teaching, was enabled to attend the academy | 
at Morgantown. He completed the course of 
study at that school with distinction, entered 
upon the study of law in the office of Hon. | 
W. T. Willey, afterward a senator from West 
Virginia, and was admitted to the bar a few 
weeks after reaching his majority. While 


teaching, he became a member of the editorial | 


staff of the Morgantown Mouz‘or, an independ- 
ent weekly paper published at Morgantown. 
Previous to his admission to the bar, Mr. 
Sturgiss was united in marriage with Miss 
Sabra J., a daughter of Colonel Addison S. 
Vance, of Morgantown. When his studies 
were completed he immediately opened a law 
office, and being a diligent student and atten- 
tive to business, rapidly built up a lucrative 
practice. In 1864-65 he served as paymaster’s 
clerk with Major J. V. Boughner, paymaster 
in the United States army. On his return at 
the close of the war he took a prominent part 
in the management of the schools in his 
_county. In 1864 he was appointed superin- 
tendent of free schools of the county (to fill 
the place of Rev. H. W. Biggs, who had been | 
elected first superintendent, but failed to | 
qualify), and in 1866 was elected for a second 
term. During his administration he placed 
the school system in Monongalia county on a 
firm basis. He threw his whole being into 
the work, and, notwithstanding considerable 
opposition, rapid progress was made. Mr. 





| successive terms. 


publicly pronounced him 


Sturgiss went among the people making public 


_ addresses, explaining the new system, answer- 


ing objections, and pointing out the good 
that must result from a compliance with the 
spirit of the new institution. He was present 


at the township meetings, and urged the voters 


| there assembled to make the necessary levies 


to build houses and pay teachers, instructed 
the officers in the discharge of their duties; 
and, later, visited the schools and held educa- 
tional meetings at night throughout the 
county. During the years 1870, 1871, and 
1872 he was a member of the House of Dele- 
gates of West Virginia, being elected for three 
A young man of high per- 
sonal character, attentive to his duties, which 
he discharged with ability, he proved one of 
the most useful and forceful members of the 
House. In 1872 he was elected prosecuting 
attorney of the county, and re-elected in 1876, 
serving eight consecutive years. Judge 
Fleming, a democrat (afterward Governor), 
“one of the ablest 
and most efficient prosecuting officers of the 
State.” 


vice, the republican state convention, in his 


During the closing year of his ser- 


absence and without solicitation on his part, 
nominated him by acclamation as its candidate 
for Governor of West Virginia. He was de- 
feated, although he went far ahead of his 
ticket, and had the satisfaction of making a 
state reputation as a man of rare abilities and 
as a logical, convincing, and impressive orator. 
On the 4th of April, 1889, Mr. Sturgiss was 
appointed by President Harrison to the re- 
sponsible and trying position of United States 
Attorney for the district of West Virginia. 
The office having been filled for a quarter of a 
century by men of a high order of legal at- 
tainments, made it all the more trying for Mr. 
Sturgiss in the discharge of the duties of the 
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office. In his official career he soon reached | 


and fully sustained the high standing of his | 
predecessors, and proved himself in every re- | 


spect equal to the requirements of the place, 
and upon his retirement was highly compli- | 
mented by Hon. John J. Jackson, the veteran © 
judge of the United States district, for the | 
efficiency, ability, and rare tact with which he 

had filled the office. Mr. Sturgiss, with ex- 

Judge Berkshire, with whom he has been as- 

sociated for a quarter of a century, enjoys a | 
large, lucrative, and responsible law practice, 
extending to all the higher courts, both State 
and Federal. He is well equipped for the 
. work, both in legal learning and in knowledge 
of affairs and of human nature, and is equally 
felicitous in addressing a learned ‘court or a 
plain jury. While affable and suave in his | 


intercourse with court and counsel and clients, | 
and slow to take offence, being often quoted | 
as a model in this respect, he is nevertheless 


firm and unyielding in defense of the interests 
committed to his care, and has been known to 
quickly resent insult when tendered with de- 
liberation, and never came off second best in 
such an encounter. He resides at Morgan- | 
town, though often spending the summer at | 
Mountain Lake Park, where he has been inter- 
ested as an active adviser and official for many 
years. He is an official member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, promoting all its in- 
No 


worthy object has ever appealed to him in | 


terests by active work and liberal giving. 
vain for financial aid. He is chief owner of 
the suspension bridge, the Victor Elevator and 
Mills company, and the electric light plant at 
his home, and is a stockholder and officer in, 
or counsel for, most of the corporations in 
that vicinity having for their object the general 
welfare of the community, and gives to each 
his thoughtful consideration. He has taken 





part in nearly every political contest in the 
State, speaking in every part of the State and 
everywhere receiving courteous hearings, and 
Ee 
served by appointment from a democratic 


yet is not an aspirant for political honors. 


governor, as a director of the hospital for the 
insane, and contributed for many years to the 
success of the state university as secretary of 
the board of regents and member of the ex- 
ecutive committee, though differing politically 
from the appointing power, showing the conf- 
dence reposed in his judgment and integrity. 
As an energetic worker, as well as public 
speaker, whether in the House debating grave 
questions of state or in rousing the enthusiasm 
of his friends and neighbors in public gather- 
ings, he stands at the very front, and no politi- 
cal campaign is deemed complete without his 
participation. Such a man and representative 
citizen is George Cookman Sturgiss, of whom 
a writer in “ Prominent Men of West Vir- 
ginia” has said: “ Tall and of commanding 
presence, with vigor and grace of motion, 
with a well-balanced mind and an abundance 


| of practical knowledge, with courage and 


power of resolute endurance, he is well fitted 
to occupy a leading position both in his county 


| and State. 2 
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LEXANDER L. WADE, eldest son of 
George and Anna Wade, was born near 
Rushville, Indiana, February 1, 1832. His 
father and mother were natives of Virginia— 
the former of Monongalia, and the latter of 
Washington county. In 1839 the family 
moved from Indiana to Monongalia county, 
where, in 1846, the father died, leaving the 
family no fortune, save the force of a good 
Christian example. Alexander L., the oldest 
of five children, and but fourteen years of age 
at the time of his father’s demise, went to 
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work to aid his mother in maintaining the | 
family, a work which he continued until after | 
attaining his majority. He had early imbibed © 
a love for learning and an earnest desire to be- 
come a scholar; but schools were inferior and 
books were scarce, and his time was divided 
between labor and study, while his earnings | 
went to buy bread for the family and books - 


for the library. 

At the age of sixteen he began teaching | 
school, and for the two succeeding years | 
worked during the summer and taught during | 
the winter, and, in fact, made teaching his | 
During all these years | 


vocation until 1861. 
the was an earnest student, and, without the 


aid of an instructor, mastered most of the 
branches of a college course. 

In 1861 he was elected clerk of the County | 
Court of Monongalia county, and moved to 
Morgantown, where he has since resided. In 


1863, when the new State of West Virginia 


was formed and the County Court abolished, 
he was elected county recorder, which office 
he held by re-election four consecutive terms 
of two years each. Upon his retirement from 
that office, in January, 1871, he was elected 
clerk of the county board of supervisors, 
serving until the summer of the same year; 
then, after an interval of four years, during | 
which he was engaged in school-work as prin- 


cipal of the Morgantown graded schools, and 
as assistant to County Superintendent H. L. 
Cox, he was himself elected superintendent of 
the schools of Monongalia county, and at the 
expiration of his first term was re-elected. 
Believing that there was entirely too much 


waste in country school work, he determined 


to introduce a system of graduation, similar 
to that of academies and colleges; accord- | 
ingly, in the autumn of 1874 he began organ- | 





izing graduating classes in the country schools 


| ongalia county, West Virginia. 


of this county, and the first classes were 
graduated and diplomas granted in the spring 
of 1876. So wide-spread was the progress of 
the new plan that General Eaton, Commis- 
sioner of the National Bureau of Education, 
at Washington, in his report of 1878, says: 
“Of all the plans developed none have ex- 
cited more attention than that known as the 
‘ Graduating System for Country Schools,’ de- 
vised by A. L. Wade, superintendent of Mon- 
It has been 
reviewed by all the educational journals, and 


has excited the attention of the principal state 
superintendents of the country.” 


Upon his retirement from the superinten- 


| dency, in 1879, he entered upon the work of 


writing a book, entitled “ A Graduating System 
for Country Schools,” which he completed in 
1881. Wishing to test educational methods 
under circumstances presumably the least 
favorable, he asked, in 1880, to be appointed 
principal of the Morgantown colored school. 
His experiments proved not only the value of 
his methods, but the capabilities of the colored 
In February, 1884, he discussed “Su- 
pervision in the Country Schools,” before the 
National Association of School Superinten- 
dents, held at Washington, D.C. His paper 
upon this snbject was published by the Na- 
tional Bureau of Education. In June, 1880, 
he was elected to membership in the American 
Institute of Civics, Boston, and was afterwards 
chosen as one of its counsellors. Though 
actively engaged a part of his time in primary 
teaching, his chief employment from 1881 to 
1884, inclusive, was that of a lecturer and 
In this field he was inti- 


race. 


institute instructor. 
mately associated with many of the most emi- 
nent educators and instructors of the day. 
Though his chief calling has been that of 
an educator, he has not confined himself en- 


| tirely to school work. The church, the Sun- 
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day school, the Bible cause, and the temperance 
movement have each received a portion of his 
time and attention. He made a profession of 
religion in 1852, and united with the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, received license as a 
local preacher in 1860, was constituted a dea- 
con by Bishop Clark in 1866, and was ordained 
In 1884 he 
represented, as a delegate, the West Virginia 


an elder by Bishop Scott in 1874. 


Lay Electoral conference in the general con- 
ference, held in Philadelphia, and also served 
for several years as agent and distributor of 
the American Bible Society, and as a member 
of the West Virginia state temperance execu- 
tive committee. Since retiring from the office 
of superintendent of schools, he has been in 
the employ of the Lippincott publishing com- 
pany, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

In 1854 Mr. Wade wedded Hettie, a daugh- 
ter of John and Elizabeth Sanders, of Monon- 
galia county. To this marital union have been 
born six children: Clark. C.; Spencer S. ; 
Mary E.; Anna B.; Charles A.; and Hettie 
L. Of the children, the first four were born 
in Clinton district, the other two in Morgan- 
town. They all obtained a good rudimentary 
education in the public schools of Morgan- 
town, and, afterwards, the girls still further 
perfected their education by attending the 
Morgantown Female Seminary, and the boys 
by study in the West Virginia University. 

Glark -C. 


farmer of Cass district, this county, and has 


is a prosperous and_ successful 


been largely interested in the development of 
the Mount Morris oil field; Dr. Spencer S., 


PORTRAIT 








whose sketch follows; Mary E., the wife of | 


J. E. Wood, a business man of the east; Anna 
B., at home; and Charles A., who, after com- 
pleting the course of the medical department 
of the University, entered Jefferson Medical 
college, from which he graduated in the class 


CYCLOPEDIA 


of 1895. He immediately located in Fair- 
mont, Marion county, and has flattering pros- 
pects for'a future successful professional ca- 
Hettie’ L.residés In this 
relation it is due Mrs. Wade to state, that 


reer: at home. 
whilst the business and professional duties of 
Mr. Wade have, of necessity, calied him away 
from home much, yet she has ever been equal 
to the task of placing those aspirations before 
her children which has led them into success- 
Carefully 
has she molded and stimulated their early am- 


ful and honorable avenues of life. 


bitions, and nurtured and encouraged them in 
every success, and a greater and more imper- 
ishable tribute than any that can be inscribed 
on tablets of stone, or the perishable marble, 
is to be found in the successful and honorable 
lives of those for whoni she has lived. 


Dp SPENCER S. WADE, of Brock and 
B Wade, of Morgantown, West Virginia, 
is a son of Alexander and Hettie (Sanders) 
Wade, and was born January 27, 1859, in 
Clinton district, Monongalia county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia). For the ancestral his- 
tory of Dr. Wade see the sketch of his father, 
Alexander L. Wade. 

Dr. Spencer S. Wade received his youthful 
mental training in the public schools of Mor- 
eantown and the West Virginia State Univer- 
sity, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1879. Having received a good preliminary 
literary training, he entered at once upon the 
study of medicine. He registered in the office 
of Brock Brothers, one of the most popular 
medical firms in this part of the State, and 
pursued his studies under their direction and 
in the medical department of the University for 
two years. In 1882 he entered Jefferson Medi- 


cal college, Philadelphia, from which he gradu- 
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ated in 1884. The elder of his preceptors, Dr. 
Hugh W. Brock, having died in 1882, Dr. Wade 
was taken into a professional and business 
alliance with the surviving member of the firm, 


Dr. Luther S. Brock, under the firm-name of | 


Brock and Wade, a relation that has existed 
to the present time. Dr. Wade believes in 
keeping fully abreast of the progress and im- 
provements of medical science and art, and in 
1889 took a post-graduate course in the medi- 
cal department of the University of the city of 
New York, together with special instructions 
in diseases of the nose and the throat in the 
out-patient department of the Bellevue hos- 
pital, and a course on the eye in the Eye and 
Ear Infirmary of New York, branches for 
which he had a special liking, and in the prac- 
tice of which he has attained a fair degree of 
success. 

Dr. Wade takes a lively interest in all mat- 
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| 
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ters tending to the advancement of the medi- 
cal profession and the promotion of professional 
brotherhood and courtesy. He is a member 
of the West Virginia Medical Society and the 
American Public Health Association. 

He, in connection with others, is interested 
in matters of an inuustrial nature that figure 
largely in the material development of Mor- 
gantown. He is a member of the triple busi- 
ness alliance of Brock, Reed and Wade, a 
substantial business firm that is now building, 
on the corner of Main and Pleasant streets, 
a brick business block, which, for complete- 
ness of arrangement, architectural design and 
imposing appearance, is not surpassed except 
in the larger cities; an enterprise which not 
only stands as a monument to the energy and 
thorough-going spirit of its projectors, but 
reflects great credit upon the town in which it 


is located. 
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Ha. ARETAS BROOKS FLEMING, 
LL.D., ex-governor of West Virginia, 


has left his impress upon the young and pro- - 


gressive commonwealth with whose interest 
he has been so prominently and intimately 
identified, and bids fair to enjoy many years 
of peaceful industry and increasing honors in 
the state to whose development he has given 


the best years of his early and his matured | 


manhood. 
gS; 

Fairmont, in Harrison county, Virginia (now 

Marion county, West Virginia), 

1839. : 

The old-world origin of some of the proudest 
and most honored names of this great repub- 
lic is traced to Scotland, where the name of 
Fleming has had honorable record for centu- 
ries, and from which county four brothers— 


William, Robert, Archibald and John Fleming | 
—were driven by religious persecution to the | 


historic North of Ireland, the nursery of the 
wonderful Scotch-Irish race. The wider fields 
for enterprise and the greater degree of relig- 


ious freedom offered by Penn’s colony on the 


Delaware soon drew these four brothers to 
join in the great Scotch-Irish tide of emigra- 
tion that set in during the early years of the 
eighteenth century from every north Ireland 
port to the present territory of the United 


States, and gave to American history the 
2—1 


He is a son of Benjamin F. and || 
Rhoda (Brooks) Fleming, and was born at || 


October 15, 


| names of John Stark, Andrew Jackson, and 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a hundred others whose incorruptible integ- 


-rity and great achievements in various fields 


have contributed largely to make up the bright 
record of our national glory. 

The Fleming brothers settled, in 1741, in 
what is now Mispillion hundred, Kent county, 
The elder of the brothers was Wii- 


liam, the great-great-grandfather of Governor 


Delaware. 


‘Fleming, and three of his sons, Nathan, Boaz, 


Benoni, with their uncle John, removed west- 


‘ward in 1789, and made homes for themselves 


on the waters of the Monongahela river, in 


western Virginia. Nathan Fleming (great- 


grandfather) was born in 1750, and held a 


commission in the military service of Virginia, 
which was signed by Governor James Barbour, 
and bore date of July to, 1714. 

Benjamin F. Fleming (father) was born in 
18ro, and died October 28, 1876. He wasa 
prosperous farmer and a leading citizen of 
Marion county. He married Rhoda Brooks, 
who was born July 9, 1820, and is a daughter 
of Rev. Asa Brooks, of Puritan ancestry, a 
Presbyterian minister, who came from New 
England to Upshur county in 1827, and died 
in Clarksburg in 1836. 

The early years of Governor Fleming's life 
were passed on his father’s farm, and his ele- 
mentary and academic education was obtained 
at the private and select schools in his native 
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county. Leaving school, he taught for a short 
In 1859 
he entered the University of Virginia, where 
he took a law course. 
ted to the Marion county bar, and in 1862 


time in Marion and Gilmer counties. 
In 1861 he was admit- 


commenced the practice of his profession at 
Fairmont, where he has resided ever since, 
except during his term, as governor. He soon 
built: up a practice, and in 1863-was elected 
prosecuting attorney of Marion county. At 
the close of his term in 1865 he was re-elected 
and served a second term. 

During his first term as prosecuting attor- 
ney, the Civil War was raging, and the people 
of Marion county felt many of its worst effects 
while civil and criminal cases were continually 
arising out of its varied complications, for 
which very often there were no precedents. 
It was a difficult field for the most experienced 
lawyer, yet the youthful prosecutor was equal 
to the emergency; his conservative adminis- 
tration during these perilous times did much 
to prevent persecutions under the forms of 
law, allayed public excitement and gave the 
people a sense of security. Patient, sagacious, 
energetic and firm, he stemmed successfully 


this dark war period, and laid the foundation | 
| The state and the presidential election came 


of his future popularity and usefulness. Shortly 
after retiring from the office of prosecuting 
attorney he formed a law partnership with 
Hon. A. F. Haymond, one of the ablest law- 


yers of the State, and afterwards judge of the | 


Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia. 
In 1872 and in 1875, Mr. Fleming was elected 
to represent Marion county in the House of 
Delegates. 


taxation and finance. His legislative duties 
were faithfully performed and won him popu- 


larity throughout the State. Three years later, 


He served on the judiciary and | 
other important committees, and in the session | 


of 1875 was the chairman of the committee on | 
| result could not have been produced without 


| on the death of Hon. Chas. S. 





eh — 


Lewis, judge 


of the second judicial circuit, Governor 
Matthews appointed Mr. Fleming to fill the 
| vacancy until the ensuing election. He was 


then made the nominee of his party for the 
judgship and was elected by a handsome ma- 
He served out the unexpired term 
By the 


jority. 
which ended December 31, 1880. 


| amendment of the constitution ratified in 1880, 


The 
counties of Marion, Monongalia and Harrison 


the second circuit was reduced in size. 


remaining, while the counties of Taylor, Dod- 
dridge and Wetzel were taken from the circuit. 
In the reduced district, which was now largely 


| republican, Judge Fleming again became the 


nominee of the democratic party for the judg- 
ship, and was elected by a large majority. 
Toward the close of his second elective . 
term, the democratic state convention, which 
met at Huntington in August, 1888, nomi- 
nated Judge Fleming for governor by accla- 
mation. The nomination came to him un- 
sought, but, obeying the will of the conven- 
tion, he accepted and resigned from the bench 
on September 1, 1888, to enter untrammeled 
upon one of the most exciting political can- 
vasses that ever occurred in West Virginia. 


on the same day. The republican party seek- 
ing to break the “solid South” by electing a 
governor in West Virginia, nominated General 
Nathan Goff, secretary of the navy, and their 
most popular leader in the state. “ Although 
every other candidate on the democratic state 
ticket was elected by a safe majority, yet 
Judge Fleming was apparently defeated on 
the face of the returns. The democratic state 
executive committee, believing that such a 


| the employment of unfair means of voting and 
' counting, instituted a careful investigation ; 
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and, subsequently, at the request of the com- 
mittee and his party, Judge Fleming con- 
sented to inaugurate a contest for the office 
before the legislature, convening in 1889, the 
highest and only tribunal to which, under the 
constitution and laws of the state, he could 
appeal. 
and defended before that body, where all ques- 


The case was vigorously prosecuted 
tions were maturely weighed. Finally, on 
February 4, 1890, after a protracted investiga- 
tion of many months, and after arguments of 
counsel for each party to the contest, including 


General Goff in his own behalf, Judge Flem- | 
ing was declared by resolution of the joint | 


On 


February 6, 1890, he was inducted into office, 


“assembly to have been duly elected. 


and subsequently performed his duties in a 
manner that challenged the admiration of all, 
even of those who held opposite political con- 
victions; in a word, he proved eminently 
worthy of the honor and reflected distinction 
on his state.” 

Governor Fleming is a clear, methodical 
and incisive thinker and debater, and in the 


presidential and gubernatorial elections of 





1892, rendered most effective service to his | 


party in West Virginia, opening the cam- 
paign with a masterly speech at Fairmont, in 
which he dealt largely with state matters, and 
completely vindicated his and all prior demo- 


has been a happy one, and his pleasant home 
is well presided over by Mrs. Fleming, whose 
skilled management of the receptions held 
while he was chief executive of the state was 
one of the leading and attractive features of 
Governor and Mrs. Flem- 
ing have five children, three sons and two 
daughters: Gypsy, who married C. E. Ward, 
Ida, Jennie, George and Brooks. 


his administration. 


Governor Fleming has always applied him- 
self assiduously to his chosen profession, and 
never neglected a single duty of any public 
office that he ever held; yet he possesses a 
large amount of business energy, and amid 
the thousand cares of professional and public 
life has always found time to give effective 
labor to the promotion of the industrial enter- 
prises of West Virginia. He was interested 
in the organization of the Gaston Gas and 
Coal, the Montana Coal and Coke, and the 
Monongahela Coal and Coke companies, be- 
sides being active in the construction of the 
Monongahela river railroad. Intimately ac- 
quainted with the great mineral, forest and 
agricultural wealth of the state, he has done 


more with his pen and in public addresses than 


_ any prior chief executive of the commonwealth 


cratic administrations from all charges brought _ 


by political opponents. His address was pub- 
lished in all democratic papers of the state, 
and then was issued in pamphlet form to satisfy 
the large demand that was made for it as a 
campaign document. 

In 1865 Governor Fleming married Carrie 


M. Watson, a daughter of James O. Watson, 


to bring before the world the wonderful ma- 
One of his 


articles on ‘‘ West Virginia’s Resources and 


terial resources of West Virginia. 


Development,” published in the J/anafacturer’s 


_ Record, was endorsed by the state legislature, 


_ tellectual growth of her people. 


a friend and neighbor of his father and a pio- | 


neer and prominent operator inthe coal indus- | 


try of this State. The governor’s marriage 


which printed and circulated several thousand 
copies of it. 

While ever mindful of the development of 
the material wealth of his state, he has 
always been alive to the moral and in- 
Compre- 
hending the need of special training for the 
teachers of the common schools, he urged and 


assisted in the founding of the state normal 
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school at Fairmont. 
vice required of him to develop the state’s re- 
sources or improve the character of her insti- 
tutions, he has served in various offices from 
that of chief executive down to a member of 
.the school board. 

As a friend, as a neighbor, as a lawyer, as a 
judge, as a legislator, as an executive, as a 
public official, as a private citizen, and as a 
man, Governor Fleming stands deservedly 
high in the estimation of the people of West 
Virginia, and has acquired an enviable repu- 
tation—one that is not confined within the 
narrow limits of state boundaries. Humane, 
benevolent and just, he has many times given 
“legal help and advice free to the needy and 
deserving, contributed cheerfully to worthy 
movements for the betterment of the people 
and never allowed interest, prejudice or ad- 
vantage to influence his actions. From the 
rather severe but true expression of counte- 
nance in the portrait accompanying this sketch 
it might be thought that Governor Fleming 
was stern and unyielding, but on the contrary 
he is of a cheerful disposition and of sympa- 
thetic nature, and his simplicity of manner, 
kindly cheerfulness and uniform courtesy, have 


endeared him to his people and have won him | 


hosts of friends. His unquestioned integrity, 


his spotless reputation and his acknowledged | 


ability have placed Governor Fleming in the 


front rank of the prominent, the progressive, | 


representative men of West Virginia. In 1891 
the University of West Virginia conferred upon 
him the honorary degree of LL.D. His 
penetrating, sound and ready judgment, and 
well-disciplined mind, have made him eminent 
as a lawyer, able as a jurist and strong asa 
legislator. 

He represents a true Scotch-Irish energy 
engrafted on a Puritan pertinacity of purpose, 


Never refusing any ser- | 





and has won an enduring record for liberal and 
independent action upon questions of public 
policy, and for an incorruptible integrity, and 
a true manhood that is an honor to any man 
of state or national reputation. 





> 


ENATOR JAMES H. FURBEE, the 

present able, active and popular senator 
from the Second senatorial district of West 
Virginia, who is widely known throughcut 
the state as a man of superior business abil- 
ity and unimpeachable integrity, and of safe 
political this 
growth and unparalleled progress, is a son of 


James and Mary L. (Boggess) Furbee, and 


leadership in day of rapid 


was born in Monongalia county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), October 18, 1827. His 
paternal great-grandfather, Capt. Caleb Fur- 
bee, was of English parentage and birth, and 
settled in Delaware about the middle of the 
eighteenth century. When the Revolutionary 
War came he espoused the cause of the colo- 
nies against his native land and entered the 
Continental army, where he served with 
honor, and distinguished himself for soldierly 
bearing and courage in the battle of Brandy- 
wine and other engagements. After the close 
of the Revolution he went to the northwest 
territory and settled on the site of Columbus, 
Ohio. 


ning of the present century, when he came to 


He remained there until the begin- 


Monongalia county, where he cleared up a 
large farm near the Monongahela river, and, 
with others, formed one of the pioneer settle- 
ments of northwestern Virginia. Captain Fur- 
bee died on his farm when well advanced in 
years and covered with honors. His son, 
George Furbee, was the grandfather of Sena- 
tor Furbee, and first saw the light of day in 


Delaware. He came west with his parents 
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and shared their fortune in what was then — 


considered almost a wilderness. 
the early growth of the country and lived to 
see it populous and prosperous. 
farmer and a member of the Methodist Epis- 


He witnessed | 


ing, in 1852, he became ticket, freight and ex- 
press agent at Mannington, which position 


he held until 1866, when he engaged in the 


He wasa | 


copal church, like his father before him, and | 
_ which the latter has conducted successfully 


died in 1852, when very comfortably situated 
on a fine and well-improved farm. 
ried Mrs. Smith, and reared a family of two 
children: James, and Mrs. Sarah Beatty. 
James Furbee was born in 1797, on the old 


He mar- | 


Monongalia county homestead, and, in 1849, | 


came to what is now Mannington, where he | 
| ters: Mattie J., wife of T. J. Koen, a mer- 


died in 1885. 
he purchased a farm of two hundred acres of 


After coming to Mannington 


land, which he cleared and devoted to stock- 
raising, in which he was quite successful. He 
also turned his attention to building up Man- 
nington, and in 1849 opened the first store of 


that place. He was a whig and republican, 


and, while a close observer of political events, | 


yet was no aspirant for office or seeker of 


favors from his party or its leaders. Truth- 


ful, honest and fearless he lived, and, when his | 


last hour came, died peacefully in the Metho- 
dist faith of his paternal ancestors. He was 
twice married; first, to Mary L. Boggess, who 
died in 1838, aged thirty-eight years, and left 
eight children to depiore her loss. His sec- 
ond marriage was with Mrs. Millie Lucas, and 
to his last union no children were born. 
James H. Furbee was reared on the farm, 


received his education in the select schools of 





his county, and then engaged in the mercan- | 
tile business with his father at Mannington, | 


which he followed for some years. 


A few | 


years later he succeeded his father in farming | 
' years, during which time he was active in 


and stock-dealing, and has continued in those 
lines of business ever since. 
pletion of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 


After the com- | 


purchase, manufacture and sale of lumber, 
and, in 1884, he and his son opened a large 
mercantile establishment at Mannington, 
ever since. 

On October- 17, 1855, Mr. Furbee was 
united in marriage with Sarah J. McCoy, a 
native of Tyler county, anda sister to John 


W. McCoy, of Fairmont. 


have been born seven sons and two daugh- 


To their union 


chant and oil speculator; Walter S., engaged 
in operating the Mannington flouring mill; 
Leslie C., who married Laura Beatty, and is in 
the furniture and undertaking business ; Mary 
J., widow of James A. Coleman; James S., 
wedded Louisa Mahen, and is connected with 
the operation of the Mannington flour mill; 
Howard R. married Sallie Atha, and is a 
member of the firm of J. H. Furbee and Sons, 
merchants ; Frank E.,a member of the firm 
of J. H. Furbee and Sons; Charles W., engaged 
in the milling business; and Guy S., assistant 
cashier of the Exchange Bank of Man- 
nington. 

James H. Furbee was one of the foremost 
men in West Virginia to advocate the free- 
school system in the state, and has never 
been lacking since in urging all necessary 
measures for its improvements and advance- 
ment. He was elected, at an early day, as 
president of the board of education of Man- 
nington district, and. was continued in that 
office, by re-election, for thirteen consecutive 


thoroughly organizing and increasing the 


_ efficiency of the schools, and rendering the 


west of Mannington and through to Wheel- | system popular with the masses. His interest 
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in popular and free-school education ceased | for State senator in 


not with his earnest and successful efforts to 
improve and advance his own district, but ex- 
tended to the whole state, whose educational 
wants received warm support from him while 
serving in the house of delegates and in the | 
state senate. He has a justifiable pride in 
hoping to see the public-school system of 
West Virginia occupy a leading and com- 
manding position among the state school sys- 
tems of the United States, a place to which it 
is rapidly attaining through the continued 


and unwearied efforts of Mr. Furbee and | state. 


other educational leaders of the ‘‘ New Do- 


menced in 1862, when he was appointed dep- 
uty collector of internal revenue for the first 
district of West Virginia, with headquarters 
at Wheeling. 
made an enviable record as an efficient, active 


He served for five years, and 


publican party of Marion county made him 
its nominee for the legislature, and at the en- 


of delegates he soon identified himself with 
all measures for the real benefit and true ad- 
vancement of the state, and served as a mem- 
ber of the committees on education, finance, 


republicans ofthe Second senatorial district 
nominated him as their candidate for the | vating and refining influences of Christianity, 
state senate, and the face of the returns 
showed him elected by a majority of eight | 
votes; but the 
Marion county threw out the returns from 
Benton’s Ferry precinct and declared his op- | 
ponent, Hon. Fountain Smith, of Fairmont, | 
to be elected. 
mous choice, of his party as their candidate 


county commissioners of 


1886 he was the unani- 


-Senator Furbee’s political career com- | and, in political matters, is noted for foresight, 


and honest public official. In 1878 the re- ; during the late Civil War, but was never 


suing election he was elected. In the house | bee knows no such word as /ai/, and defeat 


municipal corporations, | the Mannington Methodist Episcopal church, 
roads, navigation, and others. In 1880 the | in which he is now serving as a steward and 





second district, and 
was elected by a la se majority. Taking his 
seat in the State senate, he gave his close and 
undivided attention to the needed legislation 
and the reformation of existing defects in 
state and municipal government, and, before 
the first session came toa close, was recog- 
nized as a working member of sound judg- 
ment, broad views and prudent action. 
1892 he was re-elected, and is now serving on 
his second term with credit to himself, satis- 
faction to his constituency and honor to his 


Senator Furbee is one of the most able and 
| progressive republican leaders of the State, 


energy, and that special faithfulness to friends 

which always secures results in the caucus and - 
in the convention and at the polls. 
well as philanthropic and philosophic, he was 
captain of a company of ‘‘emergency men,” 


called into active service. 
In whatever field he labored, Senator Fur- 


serves but to nerve him to renewed effort. 

In church, as well as state and school af- 
fairs, he has always taken a deep interest. He 
is a member, a worker and a contributor of 


trustee. He has always sought, by the ele- 


to inspire others with the highest aims and 
noblest purposes of human life. 


co — 


EORGE L. FURBEF, a brother of State 
Senator James H. Furbee, anda success- 

ful farmer and careful business man of Marion 
county, is a son of James and Mary (Bog- 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 7 





gess) Furbee, and was born in what is now 
Paw Paw district, Marion county, West Vir- 


inia (t’ ~ Monongalia county, Virginia), on | 
§ § yY> § ) 


October 8, 1625. He was reared on a farm, 
attended the schools of his boyhood day and 


assisted his brothers in farming, stock-raising | 
and other industrial lines of business until | 


1850. 
In that year he left the home farm and 
his father’s employ, and removed to Manning- 


ton district, where he purchased his present | 
farm of one hundred and forty-five acres of | 


land, which is situated a fourth of a mile north 


of the borough of Mannington. Upon this 


valuable farm Mr. Furbee has made many | 
improvements, adding much to its appearance | 


and financial value. He has increased its 
fertility and productions by rational methods 
it 
one of the rich and desirable farms of the 
district. 


of fertilization and cultivation, until is 


Making a life business of farming, 


and giving intelligent direction to the means | 
he has employed, Mr. Furbee ranks as one 


of the leading and successful farmers of the 
northern part of Marion county. His farm 
lies in the well-defined oil belt of West Vir- 
ginia, and is pronounced by oil experts to lie 
favorably for producing wells. Mr. Furbee is 
a radical republican in his politics; has never 
sought office, and has always given his party 


an honest and hearty support. He is an ex- 


ample of usefulness without office, and of hon- | 


orable standing without the tinsel and trappings 


of a “ little brief authority.” Mr. Furbee is 


a member of Mannington Methodist Episco- | 
pal church, with which he united in 1848. | 
His covenanted relation with the church he | 
has fully sustained ever since, and to-day | 


retains his early zeal in the cause of Method- 
ism and Christianity. Quiet and unassum- 
ing, he has lived a life of industry and useful- 


| ness, although not one of public prominence 
| and stirring events. 

On September 2, 1852, Mr. Furbee was 
_ united in the holy bonds of matrimony with 
Lucinda Talkington, of Mannington. Their 
union has been blessed with four children, 
_ three sons and one daughter: Alpheus L., 
| Iva Nora, Willie H.and Burt C. Alpheus 
| L. Furbee married Ella Knowlton, resides at 
Logansport, in the state of Indiana, and is 
traveling salesman for the well-known mer- 
cantile house of E. B. Miller and Co., of Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Iva Nora Furbee married 
_ James M. Burrock, manager of the Manning- 
ton water works, and they reside one-fourth 
Willie H. Fur- 
bee went to Missouri, where he was cashier 
of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank at 
Richmond Hill, that state, until the summer 


mile north of the borough. 


of 1895, when he returned to Mannington to 
become cashier of the Second National Bank 


of Mannington, just organized. Burt C. Fur- 
bee, the youngest child, is still home with his 
parents, and is engaged in the livery business. 

George L. Furbee is a great-grandson of Cap- 
tain Caleb Furbee, of Delaware, who fought 
gallantry inthe Revolutionary War, and whose 
family history is given in the sketch of State 
Senator James H. Furbee, which appears in 
another place in this volume. Captain Furbee 
finally settled in Monongalia county, and his 
son, George Furbee, was the father of James 
Furbee, who married Mary L. Boggess and 





| came to Marion county, where his son, George 
tik Furbee, the subject of this sketch, was 
born. George L. Furbee is a true friend of 
all enterprises, and he and his estimable wife 
have carefully educated their children so as to 
| enable them to become good citizens, as well 
| as to win success in industrial and business 


pursuits. 








a 
oe: 
TVD 
{] t Ut} Yo sr ' ui est 
t 
21779 Qa the 
| 1 * 3 i >» |; 
5 mud i (O26) ,o Wey gor iQ 
: . 
t sn | lon mi Dodi 
i - 
4 of . ‘ ' mirc 
i > 4 4 bs a Ot rey 
: i is . 
f ros if LMfis Adio? > i 
; F : 
) nah ba : iV ot evi 
3 f , i r 
? en iveng et. wochan 4 
) rt Oo sti oni ni ARO 
- 4 
ftiew off ol mg lee tortion 
4 ad 4 “ ov 
fo) < 
ne a = 2-9 ake 
1 QP EMT YOUR 642 old > SF aiinse 
. + Pe 4 Y t 
LAT STIS 2 3 10) ei OO ] Ol 
r 7 * p PA oq } a + 
u ony SOBUSI AIO [iy ami 
rs 
f bane ; 
Mp fobetl) Voi VAG ,.2RIj0W ide ¥ mol 
f thyyenod oft to tron ste 
sai) iv ‘ if ‘ , oe 
4 > EY “ 7 J rye if, ty | >'¥) at be i 
see) 4 ’ ‘ in itt 
f i453 prerios brs ‘evetantl of > 
Be 4. oe r 4 3 oF 
rorontiee off Sitnw inte, ted (1 bnedeloss 
. A - - 
cotonisnei, oF bens) sit a m ‘ 
ae. mee r a eet re mies Site 
FAR SAO! 4% DHOOS. Biiz » WLS v1 7655) 8) 
bh 2 PS PS feore dau oolgomn a 
ri L 
“13% atte | , tel; ‘ xX { 
etn ni irCath oP 3! Jey Pp re ony. 380) 
5 
, , : ‘ P 
sired 1 O97 Tl woRE » el brs een I 
‘ é 
Lh O toelnige> hot Bats hg * i ow 722. 
7 ¥ wis ef p pad yl { ) 
‘ t wit 
boy I opsnoiutlovedt-ent ni vioslia: 
‘ 
; t : ae Pe ot f > ere | 
4) { 4 i fh HOVIB. 2.y Tea ‘arryai 
ee a ils aaa 
1S 2oniw pom Pe is | STi; MOHiSe. 
t 
, y 3 , Pa aet ae So — 
H | MNUIGOW ZI { JOG TD Fis 
m — a tf tl 
i » Bdoeficdy. ti DOIae Vihein 
' be j eft We son spices! e 
i Br it = | f ey. 
08.) qwell bernise: enw ow 
: He { al av a 
nm SIDA VIRUS MOMs OF SNES 
< 
- ls A MG al : it. #y eT 
i eT ij Pha wat a pits - OU wed 
bier) su7t s 2 sochod Il spree) mod 
. i “ t 7: | . f 
vw sidsmites eid bas of bag 2verguidas Iie 
4 wei by 15 ala eth® Buco wines ; asin 
of af oa noiblid> tins Soteoubs yllijewe ovad 
a —-) Mabel amt 
How 2s .2nvsitis boog stineaed of mada sidsts 


sesniend bas Leivtewboai al 2egoou 


sive Od 
eieWG 


VOTMAM BO 4 9! 






















































eon e tev ai mod esw bas ood’ 
~ti¥ #eeoW sginwo> avons dointeib: wad 
no (ainigi¥ pgtavos tileynonoM ot 

was - 
no boss esw oH 


Ww 


ero & 
eid Wo eloorloe old)! 
istalvole pplena ni exssitord. eid votele 
Yo eonil Leittawbat: 1: 


rearal 2 
yab hoodyod 


att 


rn exoniéud 
i St 
tog 
watt 


bra crn sinod ont fel od ye8y 
brs . yolqms e b 
incestq ei baeedo we orl ood. pins b #108 
lo gorse svi-yiot bas botbred ono Yo m7 
Hiv 6 Io ddwel o botsudie ee. pure ¥ ba: 
zit neqU .tetgninnsM to dguot 
obatn esl sodwl «lf enist 
oounneqge ati od Hyun gnibbas Finge mer 
esti oH . alsyv Isioms i 
borliem lenoite, yd enoiowborg ba 
ii line ,moitevitlus bne nein 
it Je sama oldies bone doit 1 at 
rie lo eeoniend shil « grid 
tangillsani gn vig 
f ,boyo iqma.y 65 


-yninnslé of bevomer 


inom 4 


Pabhgne 


OTDM 


i ta 


LAAT 


it of motassib: ; 


1 Robe 


soci} * al 


oft Vo axonal hanna ue gnibsol 
wi aif =winweo sonal Io neq aot 
“iV tes lovied lm bes rilpb-Llow od? ni 
‘il of ehaqxo tio yd bsonvonotg 4 ei bas aie 
ai ood 4M. .eliew gaioubong 10 Wd SOV 
won enl ; eoitilog sid ni neoiiduqat isoib 
et ea novig eyowle earl bne soifio ! fs 
xo ng aieH Nogqira yess bas ten 


> — 4 . n 
-noe to bre ,ovifio 


apnea bere loenis 


wworltiv axontwss i 

Hf Wwoddsiw yetibar 
ohud aM “ogthodsuea ind oisail * 
-o72ind ribortol notgniane Yo 31 eno . 
p81 mi botinw on doidw sdtiw alan iy 


of dowels oli daiw noitelay Om ; 


at "sgt t 


e 


Yh-od bas soni rave boutighine 
-bortsM Yo seuso ods ai canta ao 
-rourenn ns. ree oi 












8 BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





IDEON MARTIN, D. D., of Fairmont, 
whose zealous labors in the vineyard of 

his Divine Master, alike in sunshine and storm, 
have endeared him to thousands of loving 


leaders of Methodism, in the great Mississippi 
valley. He is a son of Stephen and Catherine 


(Reger) Martin, and was born in Lewis county, | 
Virginia (now West Virginia), April 30, 1815. | 


In colonial days, his paternal grandfather, 
Joseph Martin, came from England to Virginia, 
and was among those who took up arms in de- 
fence of colonial rights against parliamentary 
usurpations and acts of tyranny. He was 
stricken down with a fever while working on 
a continental fortification, around Yorktown, 
and died for the country of his adoption. He 
was a farmer and married Mary Ann Hitt, who 
was a member of the celebrated Methodist 
family of that name, and wedded for her 
second husband, William Strange, who got 
lost and perished in the woods, being out with 
a surveying party, in the regions of the Gauley 
river, within the present bounds of Nicholas 
county, this State. After the death of Mr. 
Strange, his widow married a Mr. Hall, of 
Lewis county. Her children by her three 
marriages were: Joel and Stephen Martin; 
James and Rev. John Strange, who went to 
Indianapolis, Indiana; and Jonathanand Rev. 
David Hall, of Lewis county, this state, anda 
number of daughters. Joel Martin was a 
blacksmith by trade and went to Indiana, where 
he died. Stephen Martin, the father of the 
subject of this brief sketch, was bern in Fau- 
quier county, Virginia, in 1782, and came at 
five years of age with his mother and step- 
father to Lewis county, this state, where he 
grew to manhood, and became an active mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church. He 
married Catherine Reger, who was a daughter 








of Jacob Reger, and who died in 1872, at eighty- 
two years ofage. Mrs. Martin was preceded to 


the tomb by her husband, whose earthly life 


| came to an end in 1864. To Mr. and Mrs. 
hearts, is one of the prominent and useful | 


Martin were born a family of six sons and seven 
daughters: Polly, who married Jacob Heavner, 
a farmer and merchant; Isaac, who removed 
to Illinois, where he was a farmer; Rev. Joel, 
who was killed in Indiana, by lightning; John, 
a farmer who settled in Indiana; Noah and 
Edith (twins), both of whom went west, the 
former settling in Indiana, the latter marrying 
Thomas Hall, of Illinois; Rev. Gideon (sub- 
ject); Rebecca, wedded Wm. Reeder, of Indi- 
ana; Barbara, married Philip Hall, an Indiana 
farmer; Anna, wedded James Wood, of Lewis 
county, a farmer; Washington, married and 
went to Illinois; Irene, became the wife of 
Abraham R. Talbott, of Barbour county, this 
State; and Elizabeth, who wedded Joshua 
Wood, and also removed to Barbour county. 
Of these children but two are living: Rev. 
Gideon and Mrs. Irene Talbott. 

Rev. Gideon Martin, grew to manhood on 
the farm and received his early education in 
the subscription schools of Harrison county, 
after which he took an advanced course under 
Professor Isaac A. Morris, in a high school on 
Elk creek. Leaving school, he supplemented 
his education by reading and self-study and 
has been a close student during all his life. 
At twenty-two years of age, he entered upon 
his great life work—the preaching of divine 
salvation to fallen man. He was admitted, in 
1837, tothe Pittsburg conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church and served as a minister 
for over fifty-four years, without any rest or 
intermission. He traveled over a large part 
of West Virginia; was two years in Pennsyl- 
vania; and served a short time at Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and spent three years as chap- 
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lain of the Fifteenth West Virginia infantry, 
being at the battles of Cloyd Mountain, Cedar 
Creek, Fisher’s Hill, Lynchburg Raid, besides 
several other engagements and numerous 
skirmishes, amounting in all to about eleven 
battles. 
and successful services in the cause of the Di- 
vine Master, the degree of D. D., was conferred 


upon him by Mt. Union college, of Ohio, in | 


Dr. 
Wheeling, and one at Morgantown, and one at 


18—. Martin filled three stations at 
Fairmont, and was presiding elder of the West 
Virginia conference, for four terms, of four 
years each. 
West Virginia conference to the general con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
which met in 1856,at Indianapolis; in 1868, at 
Chicago; and in 1872, at Brooklyn. 

On July 1, 1841, Dr. Martin was united in 
marriage with Eleanor Bailey, a daughter of 


In recognition of his many arduous | 


“ He was converted in his sixteenth year, was 
licensed to preach in 1837, and in July, 1837, 
was admitted to the Pittsburg conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. For over half 


| acentury he has preached the gospel. His 
record of toil is wonderful. No maninthe same 
time has rendered more faithful service. He 


He served as delegate of the | 


Dr. Thornsbury Bailey, a prominent justice of © 


the peace and large land-holder of Harrison 
county. Totheir union were born eight chil- 


dren: Elizabeth Ann; Mary, died in infancy ; | 


Prof. Charles Elliott, a graduate of the Cincin- | 


nati medical college, and now a director of 
music in St. Thomas’ Episcopal church, of 


New York city, and also a teacher of music in | 


that city; Catherine f.,a graduate of the old 
Morgantown seminary, and principal of one of 


the Wheeling ward schools, at the time of her | 


death; Harriet Louisa, who was a successful 
teacher in the city of Wheeling, where she 
died; and Prof. James Steven, who held a 
prominent position of trust with the M. E. 
Book concern, in Chicago, for twenty-two 


years, and since 1871 has been a vocal in- | 


structor in the cities of Pittsburg and Wheel- 
ing. 

From a biography of Dr. Martin, in “ The 
Prominent Men of West Virginia,” we quote : 





was for three years a chaplain in the United 
States army, and there is scarcely a prominent 
appointment in his conference that he has not 
filled.” 

Dr. Martin is a man who is true to his 
friends, firm in his attachments and unswerv- 
ing in his support of what is right and just: 
Earnest, active, successful, and popular, his 
life career has been one of honor and _ useful- 
ness and has won for him a deep and wide-felt 
respect, in the many fields where he has labored. 
Of education and ability, his various pastorates 
called forth his most zealous efforts for the ad- 
vancement of morality and the spread of Chris- 
tianity. Abundant success has always crowned 
his arduous labors, and in the active years of 
his ministry he ranked in eloquence and power 
as one of the representative men of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church in West Virginia. 








So 


OSEPH E. SANDS, an able financier and 
representative business man of West 
Virginia, and who has been largely instru- 
mental in the material development of Fair- 
mont and the growth and prosperity of the 
financial and manufacturing interests of that 
place, is a son of Dr. William and Charlotte 
(Duvall) Sands, and was born in Annapolis, 
Maryland, September 10, 1835. The Sands 
family in the United States was founded in 
the last century by Colonel Joseph, who was 


| born and reared in Wales, which he left at 


an early age to seek mercantile and com- 


= —$<—$—— a —_ 





Ww wsoy trie vil ot bo 

Reet t ol ben .~F@! ni tseng of beensoil | 
1b lo son stinos gredeniT sls of bottimbs asw | 
t wve Te dswi> lac pODEIG. a tei ot ol. 
lo sit batloser ancl orf yrudnso & 
nines o% Jlivhsbnow zi lie? tebroos1 | 

é wwe Iwbiint sem borsbast cad se 
b J] od? ni arslgedo « evesy soil) aol caw 
visonoe «1 sadt bas wine esse 

bose i tent gonetsinoo aid oi inaminiogge 
“bella 

; al ae 

‘4 of suat 2) odw asm #.2i aiid 2. 
-ViIE « bos cinemdontic ei ai mii bash! 
> . ry , - a . me A ’ 4 ana 

evi. bos tym 2 jedw lo sougue ent mt ge 
aul peluqaqg bas ,fiuteasoove jovitgs eons 
Vo - ~ " : re ae 
Hiseuw bor rover to ano. nesd esd 199169 oli 
tistebivt bone qosb'sutid 1of new wet bas eean 
20d of srodw 2bloi yam oft ni s20qe7 
wT: fi Sf SIS? 2OreT BNBM D749 a 4 ee eS 7t 

Pe oe vn 

Uioteaq enon  @ilids bas noilnowbs 
sift a0) adh ssolses daotn eit Hino! boltas 

-ernl to 1aesr? bre vilmom 16 isomsonsy 
saviors eyewis eco eenoouetmeboudA ~phaa 
—— + is , a a 

6 steoy sviics of) ni bas wtodsl evoubus emt 
P re | oiihe Gee es i iusietir 
qowoq brs dofeupolo mi basins: on gianna 
-ofteM sit Janam svitstasestgn sit lo eo es 
a So. Fe Pas fi » ihe ~—— t 
ub jeoV/ nrtsweds Isqosetgd teib 

bas tatonnnt olds un BAAS HWIISOT . 
t29 to nam eeotiesd ovidsinsengss ™ 
Poon. oo 7s ail n eee, 
-yvtent Yiogiwl need esn-onw Ste geargny 
4 lo Inemaclsuscbh lenatem off m leinom 
flo viirsazota bon diwor om) baa inom 

“ PS ad . ‘ 

wedi lo etengsini nonetomunem bes Isonsod 
evoked.) bas. msiliiW 2G to uoe 6 at sanlq 
cent. ni mod eew bas bn af hornet 
one2 ofT 2582 01 wedenstqee bashosM 


Lobnuct sow .20968I2 batinU orf) oi ylimel 


eaw osfw wigoeol IsnoloD yd yiwinss desl oa? 
of doulw jeolsW ni boss bas miod oT” ni a 
~neo bas slidasgoiom were of —_ vives a smeaatO ae 


- 


Ja fisi 


=e 


VTA wOldAM 40 


tawvnos esw ofl” » seen sinigi¥ tea “waa eio 
















































a 





who.) ,nintnvol4 byolD Io zobtisd ot 2 TB: 
eobieod bis giuddanyt GH erortert = jos 
esoromoen bras “eingmegegns yotlto Ie 
novele qwods of Us ai gnisquome es 
avoubis yoo ein. To noisIN ODN n ny 
i atl Yo seump oflt mi 2o0ivi9e leihee 
bonvinos esw LC 1 Yo sag ab ott, v2 06 ly, 
odd Yo asi, noinU 3M yd m id 
ie enoiiete ooult bella ninsM ad 
sno bas cwoinsgrol, ts 900 bns 
j20W orl) Jo 19ble gaibieng enw bas 
ae to soneisiaoo 
ot Yo ategaleb es bevice oH 
-102 Lgrensy sf at sonerainaa sinig 
dowd Isqooeigl deibordssil oi 
2881 ni ; eiloqanai ibal a5,028: ni tow no 
eidool te &yei ni bas ; 
batingt esw nituel! ad pei yh a: 


99u 


etre? wel rol 


‘ 


38 


ti 

hs 

‘9 wihilgush « yolisl rons shiv 

Yo ooiiaw| tnanimorg & pestis quided T 


nozinslt lo tblod-bas! sgl bas somequ 


lids tagis asod sw -noine tisdt pie 
; youn ni bsib pos ; ;anA iliodasi 


ti) ott No ot: apie soill pr 


‘jouiis 
9 elias £0 aie brs Yio at 


lenogeiqe "Tt 


ai sieum 
ulo 9 to stnubery o,.|, snivedted (xh 
to dito Ve legioning bos yamitnee nwod 


Ns 
prs 


ane 


7” 
we = 


ved Io savit add te 2loolse tin yoiiss ry 
fleesosue & ZRw ow seo] soins 


ods sioriw gailssd¥/ Yo wis orl ni 
bted onw novela. gsm, joxd bas ; 
AM ont diiw tee? to noitieeg tag 


pring wt egmeidd ai a 
-ni Ispov s neod enti 1X81 oontiz. bag 2 
lsodW bas grudasild | Yo apisio oat ni, 1023 
Dae suit 
et: pig a1g0 
et Nees 


T., 


5 


om = 





si 







10 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





He set- 
tled at Annapolis, Maryland, where he be- 


mercial success in the new world. 
came a prominent merchant. He owned a 
line of vessels that was engaged in a lucra- 
tive coasting trade up and down the Chesa- 
He served in the War of 1812, 
with the rank of colonel, and died some years 


peake Bay. 


afterward, at Annapolis. Colonel Sands mar- 
ried, and his son, Dr. William Sands, was 
born in 1801, and was a graduate of St. 
John’s classical college. 
in his native city of Annapolis with Dr. 
Pinckney, and at the close of his required 
course of reading, entered the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Maryland, at Balti- 
more, from which he was graduated. He 
in Ann Arundel 
county, Maryland, for forty years, and then 


practiced at Millersville, 


removed to Baltimore, where, four years later, 
he retired from active professional service, 


He read medicine | 





after a successful career of nearly half a cen- | 


tury. Dr. Sands was a man of education and 
liberal thought, a leading physician of his 
day, and a strong democrat in political opinion. 
He died in 1877, when in the seventy-sixth 


year of his age. He married Charlotte Du- 


vall, a native of Annapolis, and who passed | 


away in about 1840, at thirty-nine years of 
age. 

Joseph E. Sands grew to manhood in his 
native city, where he received his education, 
in St. John’s college, and then making a 
choice of a business pursuit in preference to 
a professional life, became a merchant in the 


“ Monumental City.” After some time spent 


in the mercantile business, hecame west along | 


the Baltimore and Ohio railroad in quest of a | 


favorable location, and having made choice of 


Fairmont, did not wait for an opportunity, but | 


accepted the first employment that offered, 
_which was a clerkship in the Fairmont bank. 





From January, 1855, he served as clerk until 
1862, when he became cashier. Three years 
later the Fairmont bank became the First 
National bank of Fairmont, and Mr. Sands 
was elected cashier, a position which he has 
held ever since. He is justly regarded as a 
safe and able financier of ability and experi- 
ence, and much of the prosperity and high 
standing of the bank may be ascribed to his 
The busi- 


ness of the bank, extensive as it has been for 


energy, efforts, and wise counsels. 


the last forty years, has never taken but a part 
of Mr. Sands’ time, the remainder of which 
has been devoted to the upbuilding of Fair- 
mont from a small village into a place having 
almost the proportions of a nineteenth century 
city. 

On October 14, 1858, Mr. Sands was united 
in marriage with Mary V. Eyster, a daughter 
of William D. Eyster, of Fairmont. They 
have had eight children: Lawrence E., cashier 
of the Exchange bank, at Wheeling, West 
Virginia; C. Sprigg, cashier of the Traders’ 
bank, at Clarksburg, Harrison county ; Harry 
S., an electrical engineer at Wheeling; Olive 


| J., assistant cashier of the First National bank 


of Fairmont ; William Hupp, a medical student 
at the University of Pennsylvania; Lulu, who 
died at the age of seventeen; Emily, and 
Anna D. 

Joseph E. Sands is imbued with a commend- 
able pride in the history and advancement of 
his own town and county, and has a warm at- 
tachment to all their interests. He is assidu- 
ously devoted to the welfare of Fairmont, and 
has done much toward the development of the 
place by helping to found some enterprises, 
and aiding others, whose far-reaching influ- 
ence is beneficial to the county and the State. 
He was one of the organizers of the Monon- 
galia Coal and Coke company, of which he 
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first served as secretary and treasurer, and of | 


Fe | 
is one of the organizers and the secretary of | 


which he is now president and treasurer. 


the Fairmont Machine Works company, treas- | 
urer of the Monongahela River Railroad com- | 
pany, and a director of the Fairmont Develop- 


ment company. Prominent and active in busi- 
ness, yet he neglects not any duty of society | 
Fre 


political opinion, has been a member for | 


or good citizenship. is a democrat in 
some years of Marion Lodge, No. 6, Free and 
Accepted Masons; and is an active member | 
and supporter of the Protestant Episcopal 
church, of whose Sunday school he was sup- 
erintendent for a quarter of a century. 

Mr. Sands is a man of many excellent and 
useful traits of character. Energetic, prompt 
and painstaking in the discharge of every 
duty, he leaves nothing to chance or good 
fortune, and believes that good luck is but the 
result of good management. Perseverance 
and patience are among his most striking 
characteristics, and he makes himself thor- 
oughly acquainted with the minutest details of 
the business he may have in hand. His power 
of analysis and combination, and his fine ex- 
ecutive ability enable him to secure the skill- 
ful and successful execution of his work in 
any business and financial enterprise in which 
he may be engaged. His powers of organi- 
zation and construction are remarkable traits 
of his character, and are of great benefit to 
him in his various business enterprises. Sys- 
tem, order and dispatch are well developed 
and carefully cultivated wherever he is inter- 
ested, and his marked success in life is due to 
his business ability, untiring perseverance and 
good commercial methods. As a citizen, Mr. 
Sands is highly esteemed by all who have 


business or social intercourse with him, while 





his integrity and honor are unquestioned. 


His name stands among the most honored of 


West Virginia business men—honored in the 
church and society, and among all classes to 
whom he is known. 





S 





EV. WILLIAM RYLAND WHITE, 

A.M., D.D., a distinguished educator 

and divine, was a son of Robert and Jane Law- 

rence (Hardy) White, and was born in George- 

town, D. C., November 26, 1820, and died 
November 10, 1893. 

After receiving a preparatory training, he 
entered that old and renowned institution of 
learning, Dickinson College, at Carlisle, Penn- 
sylvania, from which he was graduated in 
1841. 

His training had been directed with the 
view of entering upon the profession of law, 
but feeling a strong impulse to enter upon the 
ministry, he entered the Baltimore conference 
in 1844; but his voice failing, he was com- 
pelled to relinquish his ministerial labors. 
He turned to teaching instinctively, and by 
dint of his scholarly attainments and fine ex- 
ecutive ability, became one of the best known 
and most highly respected educators of the 
country. In 1852 he was called to the prin- 
cipalship of the Olin and Preston Institute, 
Blacksburg, Virginia, which important position 
he filled with entire statisfaction to all con- 
cerned until 1855. In 1856 he came to Fair- 
mont, and organized the West Virginia Con- 
ference Seminary, of which he became first 
principal. He continued its principal, and the 
school flourished until 1861, when the Civil 
War broke out, compelling the school to 
close. 

When West Virginia became a state, Pro- 
fessor White was called to the responsible 
position of superintendent of public instruc- 
He- served this 


tion of the new state. in 
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capacity from 1864 to 1869, faithfully dis- 
charging the duties of his high office, and 
commending himself to all friends of education 
as one in whom their interests could be safely 
entrusted. For one year, ending in 1870, the 
State Normal school at Fairmont was favored 
with his fine organizing and executive ability 


as its president. His health became impaired, 


and for a number of years he held the super- | 


intendency of the American Bible society, for 
West Virginia. 
regained his health, he returned to his first 


In 1876, having in a measure 


at Morgantown. In 1877 he was stationed at 
Fairmont, and in 1878-79 at Wheeling (Chap- 
line street). From 1879 to 1883 he served as 
presiding elder of the Buckhannon district, West 
Virginia. In 1884 he returned to the Fair- 
mont charge, and from 1886 to 1889 served 
the cause of the Master in the Morgantown 
charge. From September, 1892, to April, 
1893, he superintended the public schools at 
Buckhannon, this state. The next year he took 
charge, as principal, of the Fairmont schools, 
in which position he had served but six weeks 
when death ended his labors. 

Professor White was twice married; his first 


marriage was with Miss Margaret A. Glass- | 


cock, of Fauquier county, Virginia, on May 5, 
1849; Mrs. White died September 5, 1849; 
and on May 17, 1855, he was united in mar- 
riage with Cecilia, a daughter of Germanicus 
and Arabella Kent, of Blacksburg, Virginia. 
In 1886 Allegheny College conferred upon 
Professor White the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. 

Doctor White was a man of broad culture, 
and was possessed of a kindly disposition and 
an energetic nature, that made him a great 
force for good in any community in which he 
_ might be placed, 


en ALPHEUS F. HAYMOND was 

born at what is known as “ Palatine 
Hill” in Marion county, West Virginia (then 
Virginia), on December 15, 1823, and died in 
Fairmont, on December 15, 1893. He was a 
son of Thomas S. and Harriet Haymond. 
The family of which Judge Haymond was a 
worthy scion is of English origin. His great- 


grandfather, Major William Haymond, together 


| with two of his near relatives, Edward and 





| county, Virginia, in the year 1773. 
love—that of the ministry—and took a charge | 


Calder Haymond, settled in Monongalia 
Major 
Haymond remained in that county until 1784, 


when he removed to Clarksburg, Harrison 


| county, and served as county surveyor from 


that time until his death in 1821. His title of 
major came through his service in the French 
and Indian War. 
the army discharge granted to Major Hay- 
mond, in 1762, by Colonel Adam Stephen, 


The following is a copy of 


commander of the Virginia regiment: 


“These are to certify that William Hay- 
mond, sergeant in Captain Byrd’s company, is 
hereby discharged according to an act of the 
assembly made for that purpose. He has 
duly served for three years and has behaved 
like a good soldier and a faithful subject. 

“Given under my hand at Fort Lewis, this 
twenty-fourth day of February, 1762. 


“ADAM STEPHEN, COLONEL V. R.” 


Major Haymond was twice married: first 
to Cassandria Clelland, who bore him four 
sons: John, who died in Kanawha county ; 
William Jr., grandfather; Thomas, who died 
near Clarksburg, and Daniel, who died in 
Ritchie county this state. His second marital 


union was with Mrs. Mary Powers, ée Petty- 


| john. 


William Haymond, Jr., grandfather of Judge 
Haymond was born in 1772, near Montgomery 
Court House, Maryland, and was engaged in 
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the latter part of the Indian wars along the 
Monongalia frontier. 

He married Cyntha Carroll, who was born 
near the Bull Run battlefield and was a rela- 
tive of Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. They 
were the parents of seven sons: Thomas S. 
Haymond, father, was born in the year 
and served in the national Congress of the 
United States; William Calder, Hiram, Jona- 
than, Octavius, Augustus and Marcus, all 
deceased. 

Alpheus F. Haymond, was reared in his 
native county, and after attending the district 
school and Monongalia academy at Morgan- 
town, entered William and Mary’s college, 
of Williamsburg, Virginia, which he left at 
the end of one term, to engage in the study 
of law with Honorable Edgar C. Wilson, of 
Morgantown. After completing his required 
course of reading he was examined and ad- 
mitted to the bar in the year 1842. Upon the 
very threshold of the practice of his profes- 
sion he was called into politics, and ten years 


later was sent as a representative of his county | 


to the general assembly at Richmond. He 
served a second time in that responsible body 


in 1857, and in 1861 was a member of the | 


convention called to determine what part the 


state of Virginia should take in the impend- | 
Throughout | 
the stormy session of that memorable conven- | 


ing struggle between the states. 


tion Mr. Haymond, by voice and vote, opposed 
the plan of secession, but finally that body 
was carried in favor of withdrawal from the 
Union, and the protests from the minority 
were unavailing. When the great struggle 
came Mr. Haymond, like “ Stonewall” Jackson 
and General Lee, was impelled by a sense of 
allegiance due his state and a duty of obe- 


dience due her laws, and entered the military 





| brigade of Jackson’s army corps. 


service of Virginia in 1862. For nearly four 
years he served as field commissary in Early’s 
His family 
had been compelled to leave Fairmont and 
became refugees within the Confederate lines, 
while the husband and father endured suffer- 
ing, privation and hardship, as all southern 
soldiers endured, yet was more anxious for 
his family than he-was to escape hunger, thirst, 
cold and nakedness that were his lot in common 
with the men of Northern Virginia. When 
the war closed he was paroled and returned to 
Marion county to find nearly every avenue to 
obtain a livelihood closed against him. The 
lawyer’s test oath debarred him from practice, 
but his old-time friends and many others who 
desired his legal service, in 1868, united ina 
petition to the legislature asking a passage of 
an enabling act in his favor. It was passed, 
and was the first of the special acts adopted for 
this purpose prior to 1870, when the test oath 
was repealed. He soon regained his exten- 
sive practice of former years, and when the 
democratic party came into power Mr. Hay- 
mond was elected a delegate to the Constitu- 
tional convention from the Second Senatorial 
district. 
mittee that prepared the article on the legisla- 


He served as chairman of the com- 


tive department, and no member of the con- 
vention had greater influence in shaping the 
Constitution of 1872 than Mr. Haymond, 
whose legal ability and extensive civil and 
political experience rendered him particularly 
fit to devise the many excellent provisions 
which he suggested and which were embodied 
At 
the election which resulted in the adoption of 


in the different articles of the instrument. 


the new constitution Mr. 
elected as one of the four judges of the Su- 


Haymond was 


preme Court of Appeals, and by lot was as- 


signed one of the four-year terms. At the 
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expiration of his term Judge Haymond was | 


re-elected for a full term of twelve years, over 


his highest competitor by a majority of fifteen | 


thousand four hundred votes. For six years 
of his second term he served upon the bench 
of the court of last resort in the state, and 
then at the close of the year 1882, resigned 
his office to return to the private practice of 
But public life 


closed not with Judge Haymond, with his 


his profession at Fairmont. 


withdrawal from the bench, and two years 
later, in obedience to the wish of the people 
of his county, he allowed the use of his 
naine as a candidate for the legislature, being 
elected and serving as chairman of the judici- 
ary committee. 

Never defeated as a candidate, Judge Hay- 
mond always enjoyed the confidence of his 
fellow-citizens, with whom he was popular on 
account of his integrity and many intellectual 
and social qualities. 

He never disappointed public expectation, 
and was always true to every private trust 
reposed in him, measuring up to the highest 
standard in every field in which he labored, 
yet his influence in the Constitutional conven- 
tion and his opinion on the supreme bench 
will constitute the chief impression to be left 
by Judge Haymond on the state of West Vir- 
ginia. While on the bench he was president 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals for several 
years, and his opinion on many new questions 
arising out of the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion of 1872 and its code of laws will settle 
the practice and establish the rule in the state 
as long as the constitution and the code will 
endure. Cautious and firm as a legislator, 
righteous and able as a judge, of highest 
honor as a man, Alpheus F. Haymond was of 
signal ability in his profession, and rich in ex- 
perience, while large-hearted, of great energy, 


| 
| 











and faithful in all his relations, being above 
fear and beyond reproach. 

On November 18, 1847, Judge Haymond 
was united in marriage with Maria F. Boggess, 
a member of the large and influential Boggess 
family of West Virginia. To Judge and Mrs. 
Haymond were born eleven children, of whom 
seven (two sons and five daughters) are living 
and are respected and prosperous. 

Judge Haymond’s course on the bench was 
one that met the approbation of all intelligent 
He 


was learned in law, dispassionate in judgment, 


citizens without regard to party or sect. 


sympathetic within the limits of justice and 
humanity, and in his official attitude com- 
manded the respect and confidence of the 
Aside 


from the jurist, he was sociably and _ person- 


legal fraternity within his jurisdiction. 


ally and civically a man of many excellent 
qualities, who registered his influence on the 
side of social order, the intellectual and moral 
uplifting of the masses by both public and 
private purity. On account of these attributes, 
which far transcend those of the politician 
and the office-seeker, he won a place in the 
minds and hearts of the citizens of Marion 
county and West Virginia. 


———_$ 


H™: WILLIAM STANLEY HAYMOND, 
ex-judge of the Intermediate Court of 
Marion county, and one of the influential citi- 
zens and leading business men of Fairmont, 
is a son of Judge Alpheus F. and Maria F. 
(Boggess) Haymond, and was born at Fair- 
In 
1862, while but ten years of age, Judge Hay- 


mont, West Virginia, August 26, 1852. 


mond entered the military service of the Con- 
federate States government, being an army 
courier or dispatch-bearer, in the command of 
General John D. Imboden; which position he 
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continued to fill until the early part of 1864. He | 
received his education in the common schools 
and the Fairmont State Normal school, and 
then was engaged as a telegrapher on the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad for twelve years, 
during which time he read law. He was 
admitted to the bar in 1881, and practiced con- 
tinuously until June, 1893, when Governor 
McCorkle appointed him as judge of the Inter- 





mediate Court of Marion county. Judge Hay- 
mond, on January 29, 1879, wedded Agnes 
B. Cruise, and to their union have been born 
seven children: Mary Helen, dead; Lucy M.; 
Anna Laura, dead; Franklin Cruise; Mary; 
Thomas Paul, and Genevieve. 

Judge Haymond has always been active and 
energetic in the financial and material interests 
of Fairmont. 
ple’s Bank of Fairmont, The Fairmont and 


He is president of the Peo- 


Mannington Telephone Company, and the 
Home Building and Loan Association, and 
a director of the Fairmont Development. 
company, and the West Fork Coke and Coal 
company, besides being a stockholder in the 





Fairmont Construction and Improvement 
company. In religious opinion he is a sup- 


porter of the Methodist Episcopal church. 


jg6TVG—————- 


OHN B. CRANE, the cashier of the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of Fairmont, and a popular 
citizen and enterprising business man of 
Marion county, with whose rapid growth and 
development he has been prominently identi- 
fied for over a quarter of a century, is a 
son of John and Nancy (Dunham) Crane, 
and was born in Preston county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), January 5, 1840. He 
received his education in the schools of his 
native county and Prof. W. R. White’s high 
school, which he attended for three terms. At 





eighteen years of age he came to Marion 
county and entered upon the active scenes of 
life. 
facilities as to fit him equally well for private 


He made such use of his educational 
and public business pursuits. He was vari- 
ously engaged until 1863, when he was elected 
as recorder of his adopted county, which 
office he filled personally until July, 1864; 
when, after receiving legal advice, he placed 
the duties of the office in the hands of a 
deputy and enlisted in the defence of the 


‘imperiled liberties of his country. He entered 


the Seventeenth West Virginia infantry, and 
served as quartermaster-sergeant until the 
close of the war, being honorably discharged 
from the Federal service at Wheeling, in July, 
1865. 


was engaged in merchandizing and other lines 


Returning from the army, Mr. Crane 


of business until 1869, when he was elected 
recorder of Marion county. At the expira- 
tion of his term he was re-elected and served 
until 1872, when the amendment of the State 
Constitution went into effect that abolished 
The office of clerk of 


the county court was created to take the place 


the office of recorder. 


of that of recorder, and Mr. Crane was elected 
as the first clerk under the amended Constitu- 
tion. At the end of his first term of six 
years, he was re-elected for a second term. 
Retiring from the clerk’s office, he again 
engaged in the mercantile business until Octo- 


_ber, 1888, when he accepted the position of 


cashier of the Farmers’ bank of Fairmont, 
and served as such until May 13, 1891; upon 
which date he accepted the position of cashier 
of the People’s bank of Fairmont, an institu-: 
tion which had just been organized, and has 
served continuously in that position to the 
present time. 

On November 28, 1867, John B. Crane was 
united in marriage with Mary E. Fleming, a 
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daughter of Matthew Fleming. Mr.and Mrs. 
Crane have four children, two sons and two 
daughters: Georgia T., Nellie D., Harry B. 
and John B. 

John B. Crane is a republican in politics, 


and has been an active and useful member of | 
the Methodist Episcopal church for many | 


years. Aside from his duties as cashier of one 


of the leading and soundest financial institu- | 
tions in the State, Mr. Crane has not been | 
indifferent to the industrial development of his | 

| 


With him to think is to act, 
deliberately, but energetically and promptly ; 


adopted county. 


and in every material line to which he has | 


turned his attention, his efforts have been so 
well appreciated that more or less of a con- 
trolling direction has always been accorded to 
him. He isa member of the board of directors 
and treasurer of the Fairmont Development 
company, and has been for the last few years, 


one of the five members of the Glade Fire | 


Brick company, who own and operate a large 
fire brick plant, thirteen miles south-east of 
Fairmont, on the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
The Glade fire brick are favorably 
known throughout the coke region, where 


road. 


they are used in oven building, while they | 


have recently been tested as a paving brick, 
and have proved to be a first-class article in 
that line of town and city work. 

John B. Crane has been a prominent and 
useful member of the Masonic fraternity for 
many years. He is a member of Fairmont 
Lodge, No. 9, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons; Orient Chapter, No. 9, Royal Arch 
Masons; and Crusade Commandery, No. 6, 
Knight Templars. 

While Mr. Crane has directed his efforts in 
various lines of industrial improvements and 
financial progress, yet he has not thereby 
weakened his force or impaired his powers in 





the least, as many unfortunately do who suc- 
ceed well in one enterprise, yet fail when they 
attempt a new field of labor or embark in a 
different enterprise. Toa special ability and 
a natural inclination for business pursuits, Mr. 
Crane brings a habitual discipline that insures 
success. By observation and reflection he has 
acquired that practical wisdom that is ever 
ready for use-in emergencies, and qualifies its 
possessor for any opportunity for action that 
occurs. Mr. Crane has decision and prompti- 
tude, and in early life laid the foundation for 
those habits of self-help which are essential to 
He has true 


been satisfied to work 


improvement and_ progress. 
modesty, and has 
quietly and energetically with a purpose, and 
Mr. Crane 


ranks as an able and conservative financier, 


wait for the results with patience. 


is recognized as a man of generous impulses 
and sterling integrity, and stands a prominent 
exponent of material development and gen- 
eral progress in West Virginia. He is one of 
that class of men who live after death in the 


records of their well-spent lives. 
__—7o —__—_—- 


LMUS HAMILTON, formerly a promi- 
nent business man of Barnesville, and 

now a respected citizen of Fairmont, is a son 
of James and Clarisa (Fleming) Hamilton, and 
was born about four miles from Morgantown, 
in Monongalia county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), August 5, 1820. The Hamilton 
family, as the name would indicate, has Scot- 
tish blood, and is of Scotch-Irish origin. 
Four brothers—John, Henry, Archibald and 
James—left the Emerald Isle prior to the 
Revolutionary War to seek homes in the new 
world. John settled in Kentucky; Henry 
first settled near Winchester, Virginia; Archi- 
bald near Waynesburg, Greene county, Penn- 
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sylvania, and James near Cincinnati, Ohio. | 


Henry Hamilton (grandfather) wedded Eliza- 
beth Fry, of near Winchester, Virginia, and 
afterwards came to Monongalia county, where 
he followed farming until his death. He was 
but a boy when he came across the Atlantic 
ocean. He married and reared a family, and 
his son, James Hamilton (father), was born in 
Hardy county, where he was partly reared. 
Accompanying his parents to Monongalia 
county, he resided there until 1820, during 
which year he purchased a farm on Plumb 
run, in what is now Marion county. Ten 
years later he removed from the farm on 
Plumb run to the farm at Fairmont, where he 
passed the remainder of his days, and on 
which the subject of this sketch resides. In- 
dustrious asa farmer and honest as a man, 
James Hamilton lived a commendable life, 
and passed from time to eternity on October 
10, 1854, at the age of seventy-four years. 
He was a whig in politics, served as a soldier 
in the War of 1812, and married Clarissa 
Fleming, who died 


in 1863, at seventy- 


seven years of age. She was a daughter of 
Boaz Fleming, who served in the Revolu- 
tionary War, and afterwards came from his 
native State of Delaware to the site of Fair- 
mont, which he laid out on a part of the farm 
which he purchased. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 
were the parents of six children, three sons 
and three daughters: Boaz F., a farmer near 
Mannington, and now in the eighty-fourth 
year of his age; Henry F., who died in 1879; 
Elizabeth, wife of William R. Parrish, of 
Jackson county; Mary F., widow of Norvai 
T. Barnes ; Christianna, who married Marshall 
Jackson, of Marshall county; and Elmus, 
whose name appears at the head of this 
sketch. 


Elmus 
2—2 


Hamilton was chiefly reared at 





Fairmont, and received his education in the 


He 


commenced life as a farmer on the farm where 


old subscription schools of that place. 


he still resides, and has been largely engaged 
in agricultural pursuits ever since. 

In February, 1842, Mr. Hamilton married 
Louisa Barnes, a daughter of John S. Barnes. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton have five children 
living: James. Barnes, who married Mary 
Drusilla, wife of Professor T. C. 
Miller, a member of the faculty of the West 
Virginia University, and a leading and popu- 


Connell; 


lar educator of the State ; Paulina, who married 
William H. Pierpont, a nephew of ex-Gov- 
ernor Pierpont, and now a resident of Harris- 
ville, Ritchie county; John S., who wedded 
Emma Snyder; and William S., who married 
Emily Gropple, and resides at Harrisville, 
this State. 

Mr. Hamilton’s farm included originally 
what is now a part of Fairmont. In 1891, he 
sold off forty acres of land to the Develop- 
ment and Improvement companies, who laid 
it out into lots, upon many of which residences 
have been erected. For many years Mr. 
Hamilton was connected with the old grist 
and woolen mills of Barnesville, which were 
burned. 
and when that party went down he became a 
Mr. Hamilton’s life, while not 


In politics he was formerly a whig, 


republican. 
one of stirring events or unusual prominence, 
yet has been one of activity, usefulness and 
respectability. 








S 


ATHEW L. FLEMING, an ex-president 
M of the old board of supervisors of 
Marion county, and a respected and prosperous 
business man, is a son of Boaz and Ann (Wol- 
cott) Fleming, and was born on the farm where 
he now resides, one mile above Fairmont, in 
Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia). 
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He is a grandson of Benoni Fleming, who, 


with his two brothers and uncle, John, came | 


from Delaware to Western Virginia in 1789, 
and whose full history and family genealogy 
are given in the sketch of the Fleming Family, 
which appears elsewhere in this volume. Boaz 
Fleming was born on his father’s farm Febru- 
ary 6, 1793, and died March 26, 1846. He 
tilled the home farm until his death, and was 
a respected citizen in the community where 
he spent all the years of his life. He married 
Ann Wolcott, who was a daughter of Reuben 
Wolcott, of Monongalia county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), and passed away February 12, 
1879, aged eighty-six years. Their family 
consisted of six children, two sons and four 
daughters: Mathew L., subject; Roanna, who 
wedded the late William A. Walklate, and is 
now deceased; Rachel M., wife of M. M. 
Commerford, of Fairmont; Rhoda, who died in 
youth; Josiah, who went out as a Union 
soldier in the late Civil War, and died while in 
service; and Jane, wife of William Ingman, 
now deceased. 

Mathew L. Fleming received his education 
in the Fairmont schools, and then learned the 
trade of blacksmith, which he followed for a 
few years. At the end of that time he engaged 
in farming where he still resides, and in a 
short time opened a brick-yard, which he 
operated successfully for many years. His 
farm consisted of seventy-acres originally, but 
a few years back he sold fifty-seven acres to 
the Fairmont Development company. The 
remaining twenty acres which he still owns 


and cultivates are underlaid with a heavy vein | 


of excellent coal, and during the winter sea- 
son his bank is steadily operated to meet the 
demand for coal which he has from Fairmont. 
In politics Mr. Fleming has always been a 
republican, and while the old board of county 








supervisors was in existence he served for two 
years as its president. His official career was 
one that was honorable to himself and credit- 
able to the county. He is a useful member 
of the Fairmont Methodist Protestant church, 
on whose advisory committee he has served 
for several years. 

On October 10, 1840, Mathew L. Fleming 
wedded Maria Vandervort, a daughter of Paul 
Vandervort, of Monongalia county. To their 
union have been born four sons and four 
daughters: Ulysses S., A.M., LL.D., of Pitts- 
burg, who married Ella Heffner, and is the 
publisher of the A/ethodist Recorder and Sun- 
day-school literature; Rev. William Sandford, 
A.M., a graduate of Adrian College, who 
wedded Carrie Shepherd, and is the pastor of 
the Methodist Protestant church at Braddeck, 
Pennsylvania; Anna Belle, died May 20, 1895, 
was the wife of William H. Kelley, now en- 
gaged in the lumber business at Fairmont; 
Alfred H.,a druggist ; Jennie M.,ateacher in 
Fairmont school; Alice; Frank E., wedded 
Volla Sprague, and is in the employ of the West 
Virginia and Pittsburg Railroad company, at 
Weston, Lewis county; and Carrie E., married 
E. C. Bowman, is now deceased. 

Mathew L. Fleming belongs to that solid 
and substantial class of citizens that give char- 
acter and business stability to the community 


in which they reside. He has never ventured 


| in the dizzy race for quick fortune through 


hasty speculation, but has kept along the well- 
beaten road of quiet but slow and certain 
gains. He has always been ready to help a 
friend without fear or favor. 


life has been straightforward and honest. 


His course in 
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aa S. BEATTY, a representative 
-and influential business man of Man- 
nington and Marion county, and who served 
as an officer under Sheridan in his famous 
battle month campaign in the Shenandoah 
valley, is a son of James C. and Maria B. 


(Dent) Beatty, and was born in Mannington | 


district, Marion county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), January 10, 1838. The Beattys are 
Scotch-Irish, a race noted for intelligence, 
energy and thrift; and for courage, independ- 
ence and great will-power. Alexander Beatty, 
the paternal grandfather of the gentleman 
whose name heads this sketch, was born and 
reared in the north of Ireland, that has given 


so many men of worth, industry and emi- | 


He 
weaver by trade in his native country, and 


nence to the United States. was a 
after settling on the West Fork river, in 
Marion county, he engaged in farming and 


did well in raising grain and stock. After 


some years spent on his farm he removed to | 


Mannington, where he died. Alexander Beatty 
took, as his wife, Mary Carter, and to their 
union were born seven children, four sons 
and three daughters. Of his sons, James C. 
(father) was born on his farm that was one 
mile west of Mannington. James C. Beatty 
became owner of the farm on which he was 
born, and lived the life of a farmer. He was 
active, energetic and prosperous in his chosen 
vocation of life. 
and, in 1861, was among the heaviest and 








He dealt largely in stock, | 


most successful investors in the Wirt county | 


oil lands. 
Methodist, and closed his life’s laborin January, 
1863, when he passed away at the age of forty- 
seven years. He was greatly missed in a 
community where he had wielded a strong 
influence and had been much counseled on 


business matters. He wedded Maria B. Dent 


He was a strong whig and an active | 


| in that position about two years. 


and reared a family of nine children, seven 
sons and two daughters. Mrs. Beatty was 
a daughter of Dudley Dent, of Wirt county. 

Newton S. Beatty grew to manhood on the 
farm, attended the schools of his neighbor- 
hood, and upon attaining his majority, in 1859, 
engaged in the general mercantile business at 
Mannington, but at the end of a year quit the 
occupation of a merchant for the profession 
of the soldier. In 1862 he enlisted in com- 
pany “ H,” Fourteenth West Virginia infantry, 
and served until the latter part of 1864, when 
he was honorably discharged from the Federal 
service, in Virginia. After the company was 
organized and sworn into the service, he was 
commissioned as first lieutenant, and served 
He par- 
ticipated in all the engagements of his regi- 
ment, and endured all the cold, hunger and 
fatigue of its many long and dangerous 
marches through a stretch of rough and 
broken country. He took part in the battle 
of Cloyd Mountain, and was with Sheridan at 
Carter’s Farm, Fisher’s Hill and Cedar Creek. 
Returning from the army, he operated a saw 
mill for eight months, and then opened a dry 
goods store at Mannington, which he con- 
tinued for three years, when he associated 
John Blackshire with him in the business, 
under the firm-name of Blackshire and Beatty. 


| This firm existed up to 1885, when Mr. Beatty 


purchased his partner’s interest and continued 
in the dry-goods business until 1888, when he 
disposed of his establishment and stock to 
Snodgrass Brothers. Since 1888 Mr. Beatty 
has been principally engaged in the super- 


_ vision of his large farm and in dealing in coal 


and oil lands. He is a member and trustee 


of the Presbyterian church, and has always 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


been a democrat in politics, and while active 
in business, yet never neglects needed church 
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work, and gives necessary time and attention | 


to political affairs. He isa prominent Mason, 
being a member of Mannington Lodge, No. 
31, Free and Accepted Masons ; Orient Chap- 
ter, No. 9, Royal Arch Masons; Crusade 


Commandery, No. 6, Knights Templar, and 


Osiris Temple, of the Ancient Arabic Order, | 


Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

On December 1, 1870, Mr. Beatty was 
united in marriage with Margaret A. Black- 
shire, a daughter of Elias Blackshire and a 
Mr. and Mrs. Beatty 
have seven children, four sons and three 
daughters: Harriet, Harry B., James F., Eliza 
B., Carl E., Lawrence N. and Margaret. 

Mr. Beatty owns some of the finest farming 


native of Mannington. 


lands in his section of the county, and his 
home farm contains three hundred and fifty 
In 


the material development of Marion county 


acres of good farming and grazing land. 


he has taken an intelligent interest and an 
active part. He was one of the organizers of 
the Fairmont Development company and the 
Fairmont Improvement company. He was 
also one of the organizers, in 1892, of the 
Exchange Bank of Mannington, of which he 
is a director. Mr.. Beatty has permanently 
linked his name with the most successful and 
energetic business men of northern Marion 
county, and is a man of fine organizing ability 
and great capacity for looking after the details 
of an immense business. He has fought well 
the battle of life, and has often wrested vic- 
tory where defeat seemed inevitable, in enter- 
prises whose changing fortunes had deterred 
others from their prosecution, yet with all his 
tact and ability to secure success, he possesses 
a safe conservatism of character that ever pre- 
vents him from embarking in uncertain ven- 
His 
large business interests have always possessed 


tures or engaging in rash enterprises. 





a charm for him greatly superior to all other 
In 
his active life he has abundantly exemplified 
the characteristics which distinguished the 


callings or any line of professional life. 


progressive and substantial business man. 
————$ $2 


LBERT S. HAYDEN, one of the highly 
respected and older members of the Fair- 
mont bar, and a grandson of John Hayden, 
the first discoverer of iron ore in the Missis- 
sippi valley, is a son of Benjamin and Eliza 
(Springer) Hayden, and was born April 17, 
1825, in South Union township, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania. The name of Hayden 
will ever be associated with the discovery of 
iron ore, and the earliest manufacture of iron, 
west of the Allegheny mountains and in the 
great Mississippi valley. John Hayden, the 
paternal grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, was a native of Staten Island, New 
York, and came to western Pennsylvania under 
the employment of the noted and prominent 
John Nicholson, of Philadelphia, state comp- 
troller, to investigate the material resources of 
that part of that state with regard to its iron- 
producing mines. His first discovery of iron 
ore was in a vein of supposed limestone in a 
creek-bed which could not be burned into 
lime. He found this lime-stone by actual test 
to be iron of a good quality. Veech, in his 
history of “‘ The Monongahela of Old,” credits 
John Hayden with the first discovery of iron 
ore west of the Alleghenies. In 1792 John 
Hayden and John Nicholson completed the 
erection of Hayden forge, of which Hayden 
became sole owner in 1794, by buying Nichol- 
son's share, at eight hundred pounds or four 
thousand dollars. In 1797 John Hayden com- 
menced the erection of Fairfield furnace, which 


was assessed to him the next year at four 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 


thousand dollars. At Fairfield furnace were 
cast a quantity of solid shot that were used by 
General Jackson’s artillery in the battle of 
New Orleans. 

John Hayden married, and had a number | 


| 
iT 
| 
| 
| 
| 


of children, from whom are descended many | 
Hayden families of Pennsylvania, West Vir- | 
ginia and Maryland. John Hayden died in | 
1837, and his remains lie interred in what is | 
known as the Hayden grave-yard, near Fair- | 
chance. His son, Benjamin Hayden, was born | 
and reared in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, | 
where he lived until his death in 1877, at the | 
age of seventy-seven years. He followed mer- | 
chandizing nearly all his life, and married | 
Eliza Springer, who was a daughter of Jacob 
Springer, and a member of the old, large and 
prominent Springer family of Fayette county, | 
Pennsylvania, and who died in 1892, aged 
eighty-seven years. To Benjamin and Eliza | 
Hayden were born ten children: Albert S. 
(subject); Elizabeth Ann, who married John 
Custead, and is now dead; Emily, wife of 
Archibald Skiles, of Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania; Jacob S., of Fairmont; Sylvester 
C., deceased; Mary A., wife of Frederick 


Martin, of Munroe, Pennsylvania; Chauncy 


B., a resident of Saline county, Nebraska ; 
Albina S., wife of Milford Shipley, of Union- 
town, Pennsylvania; Hon. Napoleon B., who 
has been probate judge of Saline county, 
Nebraska; and a daughter that died in in- | 
fancy. 

Albert S. Hayden was reared in Fayette | 
county, Pennsylvania, and received his educa- 
tion at Madison College, of Uniontown, that 
state, from which educational institution he was | 
one of the four that graduated in 1841. He 
read law with Hon. R. P. Flenniken, afterwards | 





minister to Denmark, was admitted to the | 
Fayette county (Pennsylvania) bar, and shortly 


| of Canada. 


al 





afterwards came to Marion county, where he 
was engaged in the mercantile business until 
1847. In that year he was admitted to the 
Marion county bar, and has practiced con- 
tinuously at Fairmont until the present time. 
He is a member of Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, 
Free and Accepted Masons. 

On May 21, 1850, Mr. Hayden married 
Mary Wilson, who was a daughter of Josiah 
D. Wilson, and died November 7, 1852, leav- 
ing one child, Benjamin H., who is a lawyer, 
and now in the employ of the Omaha Loan 
and Trust company. On November 9, 1853, 
Mr. Hayden wedded Mary E. Arnold, a daugh- 
ter of Dr. Edwin Arnold, and a native of 
New Brunswick, a province of the Dominion 
By his second marriage, Mr. 
Hayden has three children, two sons and one 


| daughter: Eliza; Raphael, an attorney-at-law, 


who is now clerk to Justice Shiras, of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; and 
Frank, who is a student at the Columbia Uni- 
versity of Washington City. 

Albert S. Hayden is a democrat of the Jef- 
fersonian school, but has never been among 
the ambitious ones who have sought for office 
or political preferment at the hands of either 
his party or the voters of his county. In 
early life he gave some attention to military 
affairs, and before leaving Pennsylvania, was 
appointed by Governor David Porter, of that 
state, as second lieutenant of the Ninth com- 
pany of the Twentieth infantry of the Penn- 
sylvania militia) Mr. Hayden is a good 
citizen, a reliable man anda safe counsellor. 
He has a good practice, and gives close atten- 
tion to every case which he carries through 
the different courts in which he practices. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA. 





R JAMES ARCHER FULLERTON, 
D.D., a descendant of William IIl., 
Prince of Orange, one of the most efficient 
and eloquent pulpit orators of the state of 
West Virginia, and the present popular pastor 
of the Methodist Episcopal church of Fair- 
mont, was born in county Armagh, Ireland, 
May 28, 1850. 

His scholastic training was_ principally 
This, how- 
ever, constituted but a mere beginning of his 


obtained in the city of Belfast. 


education, for he has been all his life a hard 
student, and a close observer of men and 
events, and has thus acquired a wide range of 
information and a breadth of culture which 
ranks him among the most eminent divines 
of the State. 

At the age of seventeen Dr. Fullerton was 
converted, and so earnest and enthusiastic was 
he to work in the field of the Divine Master 
that he became a local preacher immediately 
thereafter, and at twenty years of age entered 
In the fall of 1871 he married, 
and soon afterwards set sail for America. 


the ministry. 


Acting upon the advice of two Methodist 
bishops, he joined the West Virginia confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal church in 
March, 1872, and has since filled the follow- 
ing appointments: Evansville, two years; 
Monongalia, one year; Oakland, two years; 
Volcano, three years; Moundsville, three 
years; Charleston, three years ; and was pre- 
siding elder of the Parkersburg district upon 
Since that 
date he has filled the charges of Morgantown, 


leaving Charleston for four years. 


Thomson and Zane street churches, Wheel- 
ing, and in 1893 he became the pastor in 
charge of the Methodist Episcopal church at 
On October 20, 1871, he was 
united in the holy bonds of matrimony with 


Fairmont. 


Anna J. Barrett, of county Armagh, and to 








their union have been born five children: 
Gregory J., who occupies the responsible 
position of cashier and director for the state 
of West Virginia of the New York Life Insur- 
ance company, and resides at Charleston; 
Alexander B., who is now manager of the 
firm of fire insurance underwriters of Charles- 
ton, West Virginia, known as “ Fullerton and 
Noyes;” Joseph Finn, Henry O., and John 
He has been 
a member of the Masonic fraternity for the 


H., at home with their parents. 


past eighteen years. He is a member of Nel- 
son Lodge, No. 30, F. and A. M., of Wheel- 
ing; Fairmont Lodge, No. 11, A. O. U. W., 
and also of the National Union at Charleston. 
He was one of the original trustees of the 
West Virginia Conference Seminary at Buck- 
hannon, and is now filling that position; he is 
also a trustee of the Ohio Wesleyan Univer- 
sity at Delaware; and a member of the West 
Virginia Historical Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 

Dr. Fullerton received his honorary degree 
from an eastern college soon after he came to 
the United States. 
possesses the appearance of a student, is 


He is of medium stature, 


deliberate in expression, and is of command- 
ing presence. Affable and congenial, able and 
popular, he ranks among the foremost minis- 
ters of the state. He has recently been called 
to the editorship of a new paper in West Vir- 


_ginia, to be known as the Jethodist Tunes, 


and at present has this call under considera- 
tion. He may not be able to quite decide 
this important matter before this volume ts in 
the hands of the printers, but in any case his 
work will be in the ministry in some of its 
many functions until the close of his earthly 
career. He is now just forty-five years of 
age, and regarded as in his prime. He was a 


member of the Ecumenical Council of Meth- 
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odism at Washington, District of Columbia, 
in 1891. 
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] Eve iaeeced ea FRANCIS HARRISON 





PIERPONT, of Fairmont, West Vir- | 


ginia, was elected governor of the restored 


government of Virginia, by the Wheeling | 


Convention, for a term of six months, and 


until his successor shall be elected by the | 


people. On the fourth Thursday of May, 1862, | 


he was, at the general state election, elected to 
fill out the unexpired term of John Letcher, 
governor of Virginia, who joined the Southern 
Confederacy. His term expired January 1, 
1864. On the fourth Thursday of May, 1863, 
he was elected by the loyal votes of Virginia, 
within the Union lines, governor of Virginia, 
for the full term of four years, commencing 
January 1, 1864. 
never governor of the state of West Virginia. 
In a brief sketch, a full history of a public 


Governor Pierpont was 


man such as Governor Pierpont cannot be 


given. His official life was such an important 


one—owing to the momentous and compli- | 
| one hundred and eighty miles distant; he 


cated events of which he was the resolute 
personage—that only an outline of his early 
gubernatorial career can be elucidated in this 
article; but his principal acts in the leading 
movements that resulted in two state govern- 
ments, and ultimately in the formation of 
West Virginia, are recorded with accuracy, 
and it will be found complete reference on 
this subject. | 

Francis H. Pierpont was born in Monongalia 





county, about five miles east of Morgantown. | 


He is the son of Francis and Catherine Pier- 
pont, and the 25th of January, 1814, is the 
date of his birth. A small log cabin about 
twenty feet square, in the midst of the wilder- 
ness, was his infant home. There he first 
breathed the liberty-laden air of the mountains, 


and in 1814, when but nine months old, his 
parents moved to Harrison county, three 
miles southwest of the site of Fairmont, where 
the family lived until 1827, when they again 
changed their abode to Marion county, set- 
tling at Fairmont, where Mr. Pierpont has 
always resided. Of Mr. Pierpont’s family— 
his father, Francis Pierpont, was born April 
26, 1784, and died March 4, 1849, at. Fair- 
His mother, Catherine Weaver, was 
born February 27, 1792, and died March 20, 
1839. Both are buried at the Fairmont 
cemetery. They had five sons: Joseph W., 
Zackquill M., Francis H., Larkin and Newton; 
all now dead but Francis H., the subject. 
What work Francis H. did until he was thir- 
teen years of age was done on the farm. After 


mont. 


he was of school age, he went about two and 
a half miles to a log school-house, four terms 
of three months each. From the time he was 
thirteen until he was past twenty-one years 
of age, he worked in his father’s tan-yard. 
Then he started on foot to seek a college 


education at Meadville, Pennsylvania, about 


remained at Allegheny college four and a half 


years, and was graduated in the class of 1839, 


visiting home three times in vacations, travel- 
ing on foot most of the distance. After he 
left college, he taught school three years in 
Virginia and Mississippi. In political opinion 
he was a whig. His father had taught him 
that slavery was a moral, social and political 
evil; during his college life the sentiment was 
increased. While residing in Mississippi, his 
personal observation of the institution intensi- 
fied this feeling. After leaving college, and 
while teaching, he studied law. In conse- 
quence of the failing health of his father, he 
returned home in 1842, and was admitted to 


the bar in that year. He was an amateur 
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politician, though never a candidate for office, 


and frequently addressed the people on politi- | 


cal subjects. 
the state electoral ticket in 1848—his district 


He was placed by his party on 


contained ten counties, six mountain counties 
of which were overwhelmingly democratic. 
It was proposed and agreed upon that the two 
opposing electors should hold joint discus- 
sions of the points of difference between the 
parties in all the counties of the district, at the 
county seats and at such other points as they 
could attend, and the meetings were largely 
attended, and the canvass lasted over three 
months. It was in these discussions that Mr. 
Pierpont took a decided stand against slavery. 
Slavery and slave propagandism were cardinal 
points in democratic politics. His opponents 
charged General Taylor with being an aboli- 
tionist. Mr. Pierpont said he did not know 
what General Taylor’s views were on the sub- 
ject of slavery, nor did he care to know— 
West Virginia knew nothing of slavery—but 
of the oppression of the slaveocracy ofthe East, 
and hence he entrenched himself with argu- 


ments, showing its social and political evils. 


The young lawyer began to make headway in | 


the little town of Fairmont as it existed fifty 
years ago. His practice increased, and, being 
blessed with that most important of all ad- 
juncts to professional success, absolute good 
health, Mr. Pierpont soon received recognition 
as a leading lawyer of that section of Virginia 


which seems to have had an attraction for him 


that has kept him there all the years until 
now, in his hearty old age, he is the pride of 
the town and the county, enjoying the friend- | 
ship and respect of his fellow-citizens regard- 
less of parties. 

At the age of seventeen Mr. Pierpont joined | 
the Methodist Protestant church, and for 





eighteen years before the war was an active | 


superintendent of the Sabbath-school, and has 
had aclassever since. He says that the most 
valuable knowledge he ever received was 


As 
above stated he began early to take an interest 


attained in the Sunday-school work. 
in political discussions and quickly gained a 
reputation as an earnest worker and a good 
platform speaker. Dunnington’s “ History of 
Monongalia County” states that ‘““ he was a 


thorough abolitionist, and did more than any 


| other man to cultivate anti-slavery sentiment 


in that part of Virginia.” Another writer in 
“Prominent Men of West Virginia,” states 
that his convictions were so intense that he 
rarely left an opportunity to pass without open 
opposition to the doctrine of human slavery. 
Mr. Pierpont seems from the first to have 
been imbued with anti-slavery sentiments, and 
was one of those whose very nature and tem-| 
perament incited him to the humanity side of 
the question, if we may employ such a term— 
it was his nature to be so. A man of highly 
emotional sympathies, he proclaimed against 
slavery as an institution. Counting for naught 
any and all arguments in its favor, as far as 
kind treatment and wise management of slaves 
could be considered in the extenuation of the 
institution. In this discussion he did not deny 
the legal right of the owner to his slaves ; 


In 


the words of another writer, “ Whatever accu- 


and he kept within the laws of the state. 


sations were brought against the abolitionist, 
he knew that the people of West Virginia knew 
the slaveocracy of the state only by its oppres- 
sion of the white laboring people; that the 
democratic party had always held the politi- 
cal power of the state, and that the part east 
of the Blue ridge, though largely in the 
minority in population, held the controlling 
power in the legislature; that the west had 
had but one United States senator, and never 
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a judge of the Court of Appeals nor a gover- 


nor until 1852. By the laws of the state, they 


(the east), to a great extent had exonerated their | 


slaves from taxation, and taxed all a laboring 
man had, froma pig toanengine. By one law, 
a poor man with three sons over sixteen years 
of age, with himsclf, might be called to work 
on the road for ten or twenty days in a 
year, while a gentleman owning two male 


slaves over sixteen years of age was exempted | 


from road work, and his land was seldom 
The children of the 
poor were without free schools, and almost 


taxed for road purposes. 


without schools of any kind. 


He pointed | 


them to Pennsylvania and Ohio with their free | 


institutions, on the one side of an imaginary | 


line, where you could see the thrift and intel- | 


ligence of the children and the prosperity 
of the people. Not so where slaveocracy 
He declared that West Virginia 


wanted free schools, a sound currency, and 


reigned. 
a tariff for protection. He continued this 
line of attack on the oppression of slave- 
holders, through the press and before the 
people in 1848, as an elector in 1852 and 
1856, and in the governor’s election in 1859, 
and in the presidential campaign in 1860. 
When the democratic party divided, in 1860, 
and nominated Breckinridge and Douglas for 
president, Mr. Pierpont at once announced 


that the Breckinridge party meant secession, | 


division of the Union and war. He main- 
tained that this country could never be divided 
without war. Breckinridge democrats vehe- 
mently denied the charge. Pierpont pressed 
it the harder, so that when the Rebellion 
came a large number of democrats were on 
the Union side. 


in their sense of the term, but he hated the 


He was not an abolitionist 


institution of slavery, the intolerant spirit of 


pro-slavery men and their oppression.” Now 





it may be said, further, that he was a radical 
in the fullest sense, yet, for all, he lacked the 
acerbity and narrow-mindedness of some of 
his more northern confreres ; for being a man 
generous-minded, brought up in a favoring 
clime, with accurate ideas of slavery as it 
existed in Virginia, his knowledge of the insti- 
tution was of the more enlightened and prac- 
tical character, such as an intelligent Virginian 
only could possess. The more exaggerated 
notions, the fiction and romance of the evils, 
Fle 


opposed slavery on the broader grounds of 


were well known of his stock in trade. 


reason, science and philosophy, as a growing 
institution, gigantic in proportions, and in con- 
flict with advancing civilization; therefore, his 
abolitionism partook of the more sensible 
characteristics of the great anti-slavery crisis, 
which resulted in what Europe denominates 
the Slave War, and which did so much to 
change the political history of these United 
States thirty years ago. 

Governor Pierpont went into the loyal part of 
the old state, now embraced in West Virginia. 
The people were anxious for him to follow the 
restored government, which he decided to do. 
“TJ feared,” said he, “ that if it failed, the young 


state might fail.” The people elected him to 


| take the office of Governor of Virginia for the 


full term, from the Ist of January, 1864. Then 
he removed the seat of government of Vir- 
ginia from Wheeling to Alexandria, and in 
1865, after the Rebellion had collapsed, he 
went to Richmond and completely restored 
the government of the state. He was gov- 
ernor for seven years, and was superseded by 
the “Force Acts” of Congress, passed in 
1867. 


of West Virginia was not the act of any one 


Governor Pierpont says the formation 


man, nor was it the act of the politicians of 


the State, as they were in the Rebellion. It 
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was simply the carrying out of an enthusiastic 
determination of a large body of serious, deter- 
mined men, who felt that they had been 
oppressed by the slave-power of the State, 
which power was then forcing them to antag- 
onize the Union they so dearly loved to enlarge 
the slave-power they so cordially hated. This 
intense power was behind him, and he also 
had the counsel of true, intelligent men. The 
Wheeling /xtelligencer, the only daily paper in 
the state, edited with great ability and discre- 
tion by A. W. Campbell, Esq., was a tower of 
The 


movement, forming the restored government 


strength in favor of the movement. 


and the new State, was of vast importance in 
determining the fate of the Union, It checked 
rebellion in Maryland, Kentucky and Mis- 
souri; it strengthened Union sentiment in the 
North; it added backbone to the administra- 
tion at Washington, and it dampened the 
ardor of the rebels at Richmond. The west- 
ern Virginian politicians promised the Con- 
federacy fifty thousand men—western Virginia 
troops. 

Rebels in the cotton states, in the spring of 
1861, said to the people: “ Plant your broad 


acres of corn and cotton, the war is transferred | 


to the Potomac and the Ohio.” The intention 
was to make these rivers the 
but the first movement in western Virginia 
removed the picket line from the Ohio far 
back into the Allegheny mountains. Gov- 


ernor Pierpont mustered into the United States 


‘picket ”’ line, 


service about nineteen thousand and five hun- 
dred men, as brave as ever shouldered a mus- 
Some of them were 
brave and Ohioans, who 
wanted to help West Virginia. The rebels 
were paralyzed in that section, and it was 
believed that less than five thousand of them 
- were in the Confederate regular service. 


ket or drew a sabre. 
Pennsylvanians 





| tion for the new State. 


The following brief summary of the forma- 
tion of the State of West Virginia is taken 
from the History of Monongalia County : 


“The Wheeling convention re-convened on 
the 6th of August, 1861, and on the 20th 
passed an ordinance for the formation of a 
new state, to be called Kanawha, which ordi- 


| nance was submitted to the people in October. 


At the same election delegates were to be 
chosen, who, if the ordinances were ratified, 
were to form a convention to frame a constitu- 
The ordinance was 
ratified, the convention assembled November 
26, 1861, and concluded its labors on the 18th 
of the following February, and the constitu- 
tion framed was submitted to the people on 


| the 3d of April, 1862, and ratified. On May 


13th, the legislature of the reorganized gov- 
ernment of Virginia, passed an act giving its 
consent to the formation of the state of West 
Virginia, the name West Virginia having been 
substituted by the constitutional convention 
for the proposed name of Kanawha. The 
consent of Congress to the admission of the 
State into the Union was next sought. The 
petition for the admission was presented in 
the United States Senate by Senator Willey 
on the 290th of May, 1862. After a long 
struggle, the amended bill offered by Mr. 
Willey on the rst of July, 1862, was passed. 
It proved that the new state should be admit- 
ted in the event of a certain change being 
made in the constitution. The constitutional 
convention, which, fortunately, had not ad- 
journed, but merely taken a recess, re-assem- 
bled February 12, 1863, made the change, 
submitted it to the people, the people ratified 
it, and President Lincoln, by proclamation of 
April 19, 1863, declared the fact and West 
Virginia became a state of the United States. 
The state officers elected on the 28th of May 
were conducted into office on the 20th of 
June, 1863, the day from which the existence 
of the state was recognized.” 


Governor Pierpont makes this statement in 
regard to President Lincoln’s signing the bill 
creating West Virginia a state: 


“There were great doubts about his sign- 
ing the bill. The excitement at Wheeling 
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was intense. In the afternoon about two 
o'clock of the day on which the time for the 
President to sign the bill would expire, A. W. 
Campbell, A. J. Paxton and E. M. Norton, 
went to Governor Pierpont’s office and wanted 


to President Lincoln, urging him to sign the 
bill. The Governor objected, said he had 
written and telegraphed twice and feared wear- 
ing the President out with importunity. But 
they would take no refusal; so the telegram 
was sent as follows,—I dictated the out line, A. 
W. Campbell wrote it: ‘President Lincoln, 
Iam in great hopes you will sign the bill to 
make West Virginia a new state. The loyal 
people of the state have their hearts set on it, 
the soldiers in the army from the state have 
their hearts fixed on it. If the bill fails, God 
only knows the result. I fear general demor- 
alization. I am clear; the consequence is in 
your hands, 
“<BR, H. PIERPONT, Governor.” 


When the division of the State finally took 
place, following the Secession act, Mr. Pier- 
pont became one of the most prominent and 
influential anti-slavery men in northwestern 
Virginia, upon whom all eyes were turned and 
upon whom all loyal sympathizers depended 
for counsel and leadership. 
once lacked the courge of his convictions and 
never wavered in the hour of tumult and 


danger. These elements of strength and con- 


sistency have ever been accorded him, even | 


by his political opponents, and it made his 


name a bulwark of power and stability in the | 
| state.” “No,” replied the Governor. “ Well,” 
| said he, ‘a great deal had been said on both 
| sides about the constitutionality of the bill. 


crisis of which he became a central figure and 
the chief actor in opposition to Governor John 
Letcher and the Richmond administration. 
Mr. Pierpont undoubtedly originated the plan 
of opposition to Governor Letcher and the 
Confederacy, and with wise and skillful coun- 
sellors to formulate his ideas and_ perfect 
the re-organization of the state government, 
he must be given the credit of carrying to 
final and overpowering success the most san- 


He never for | 


| 


guine expectations of the anti-slavery and 


The 
history in brief of this unique and sweeping 


anti-confederacy elements of the State. 


_ achievement is told in a chapter of Captain 
him to send the strongest telegram he could | 


Frank S. Reeder’s book, entitled “ History of 


_ the Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, formerly the 








Second West Virginia Infantry and of Battery 
G, First West Virginia Light Artillery,” pub- 
lished at New Brighton, Pennsylvania, and 
which regiments, the author remarks, have 
reason to be thankful to the governor, who 
is held in the highest esteem by every member 
of the ‘‘Old Organizations.” Reeder’s de- 
scription of scenes and incidents, it may be 
said, have Mr. Pierpont’s endorsement for ac- 
curacy, and are given word for word as reliable 
data pertaining to the restored government of 
Virginia as well as to the formation of the 
new state. 

On the day Mr. Lincoln returned from 
Richmond, after its evacuation, he sent for 
Governor Pierpont to talk about reconstruc- 
tion. The following is a summary of Gover- 
nor Pierpont’s recollection of the interview: 

He and President Lincoln discussed the 
subject in allits phases for several hours. The 
President said that reconstruction had come 
upon him before he When 
through, he remarked, ‘“‘ Governor, I believe I 
never told you the turning point with me in 
signing the bill making West Virginia a new 


expected it. 


The members of the cabinet had given me 
their opinions, some claiming, and some deny- 
ing its constitutionality. I was perplexed on 
the subject. On the last day I could hold the 
bill, you sent me a telegram, do you remem- 
ber?” “ Perfectly,” replied the Governor. 


“Well,” said he, “when I got that telegram a 
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new light flashed upon me.” I said to myself, 


“here there is no constitutional question about | 


this bill. 
been fighting the Rebellion about two years 
The friends of the bill say it 
will strengthen the Union cause and weaken 
the Rebels. I will haggle no longer on the Con- 


It is purely political.” 


without success. 


stitution, but sign the bill on political grounds.” 
Governor Pierpont also makes the following 
statement: he says, “The state of Virginia 
was never out of the Union, technically, ac- 
cording to the dogma of state rights. 
legislature calling the secession convention re- 
quired that whatever alterations were made in 
the organic law should be submitted to the 
The ordi- 
nance was passed and submitted to the vote of 
They voted. 
was in session months after the vote was taken. 


people for adoption or rejection. 
The convention 


‘the people. 


A committee was appointed to count the vote. 


The committee made a partial report, but asked | 


and obtained leave to continue their work. It 
never reported; the convention passed no res- 
olution that the people had ratified the ordi- 
nance of secession. 


The governor never 


issued any formal proclamation that the ordi- 


nance of secession had been ratified. So in | 
fact Virginia, according to the dogma of states’ | 


rights, was never out of the Union. The peo- 


ple within her boundaries who adhered to the | 
Confederate cause were simply engaged ina | 


big insurrection conducting it under the forms 
of law. The restored government of Virginia 


was the only legally authorized government in | 


the state. Itis an eminent example of the 
doctrine laid down by Mr. Madison in the 
Federalist, ‘that the majority may be in a re- 


bellion against a legal minority in a state. 
The ancestral history of Mr. Pierpont is of 


romantic origin and unusually interesting. | 
Shortly after his settlement in Richmond, as | 


The | 


We have | 








the head of the loyal state government, the 
Richmond Republic published the Pierpont 
genealogy which was copied in the Wheeling 
Intelligencer of 1865, on file at the city library 
of Wheeling. It reads: “The present chief 
magistrate of Virginia is descendant from Wil- 
liam Pierpont, who was one of the chief ‘ men 
at arms,’ of William the Normanand was with 
the conqueror at the battle of Hastings, and for 
his conduct in that battle was ennobled and 
endowed with lands at Kingston-upon-Hull. 
The family was a noble family in England un- 
til the death of Evelin, the last duke of Kings- 
ton, in 1772. 
of the name in this country are descendant, 


John Pierpont, from which ali 


emigrated from London to Roxbury (now 
Boston), Massachusetts, some time about 1683. 
His son James graduated at Cambridge college 
and was settled at New Haven, Connecticut, 
in 1685, and from him are descended all ofthe 
name now known to be living in this country. 
On the death of Evelin, last Duke of Kingston, 
without heirs, male, the title lapsed, the estate 
descending to collateral kindred. By the first 
emigrants to America, by John and his father 
James, who at John’s emigration was a mer- 
chant in London, the name was written Pierre- 
pont. Thus it is cut upon the tombstone of 
John in the old burying-ground at Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, where he and others of the 
family are interred, and the same orthography 
is observed in an autograph signature to a 
deed of conveyance of real estate in Roxbury, 
stillin the hands of a kinsman of Governor 
Pierpont,—the Rev. John Pierpont, D. D., for 
inany years minister of a Unitarian church, 
Boston, and now a clerk in the treasury de- 
partment, at Washington, from whom we have 
derived these particulars. From New Haven 
some of the members of the family removed to 
New York and to Jersey City, opposite, 
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shortly before the Revolutionary War, 


Pierpont, the grandfather of our present Gov- | 


ernor Pierpont, early in life emigrated from 
Jersey City to Monongalia county, where the 
latter was born. 
the patent for the land on which he settled, the 
officers in Richmond misspelled the name, 
writing it ‘Pierpoint, and it is in this way 
that the corrupt orthograhpy has been obtained 
in Virginia.” 
the original and correct spelling of the name 


Governor Pierpont returned to 


in 1887. Previous to that date it was Pierpoint, 
and as governor his name so appears in the 
newspaper, and was signed with that spelling 
to all his official documents. In the month of 
December, 1854, Mr. Pierpont became united 
to Miss Julia Augusta Robertson, daughter 
of Rev. Samuel Robertson, whose wife was 
Dorcas Platt. 
terian minister of New York. Their children 


Mr. Robertson was a Presby- 


are: Samuel R., Francis William, and Anna, 
who is the wife of William Henry Siviter, of 
Pittsburg, the well-known writer and humorist. 








S 


ORNELIUS B. CARNEY, ex-sheriff of 
Marion county, who has been most suc- 
cessfully engaged in various lines of business 
for nearly half a century, and who is a resi- 
dent and highly respected citizen of Fairmont, 
is a son of Michael and Mary (Bradley) Car- 
ney, and was born May 18, 1828, at Fairmont, 
in what is now Marion county, West Virginia. 
Michael Carney was a native of county Done- 


gal, province of Ulster, Ireland. He there 


John | 


In issuing to John Pierpont | 


grew to manhood and was variously engaged | 


until his marriage, when he left the old his- 
toric north of Ireland, with its many ancestral 
memories, and crossed the ocean to this coun- 
try, whose advantages he desired to share. 
He first located in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 





but soon removed toa place two miles from 
Fairmont, where he resided for three years. 
He then, in 1829, came to Fairmont, which 
was his residence up to 1862, when he re- 
moved to Grafton, in Taylor county, where 
he died in 1868, aged seventy-four years. 
Michael Carney is recollected as one of the 
oldest citizens of Fairmont, which was known 
as Middleton in the early day when he came 
to the place. He was an unassuming man 
and useful citizen, and married Mary Bradley, 
who was born in the north of Ireland, and 
who died in Grafton in 1869. To their union 
was born a family of eight children, of whom 
six grew to maturity: Bridget, wife of Francis 
Chester, who was a tailor at Fairmont; John, 
who removed to Morgantown, thence to Graf- 
ton, and finally returned to Fairmont, where 
he died in 1893; Hester Ann, wife of John N. 
Jarrett, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Corne- 
lius B. (subject); Ellen, who wedded J. D. 
Campbell, of Parkersburg, West Virginia, and 
Frank Perry, whose death occurred at Graf- 
ton, this state, in 1866, when he was in the 
thirty-first year of his age. 

Cornelius B. Carney passed his boyhood 
years with but little opportunity of attending 
the subscription schools of that day, as his 
parents were then in rather straightened cir- 
cumstances, and required his services in vari- 
ous ways from home chores to running errands 
and going to mill. Improving well what 
brief time he attended the subscription schools, 
he grew to manhood with a _ considerable 
amount of perseverance and energy, acquired 
to some extent from his surroundings that 
were well calculated to develop all the sturdy 
traits of character in an energetic boy. At an 
early age he learned the trade of plasterer, 
which he followed for four years. He then, 
in 1852, quit plastering and entered the drug 
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store of William D. Eyster, of Fairmont, | 


where he served as a clerk and also as a deputy | 


postmaster, the post-office being at that time 


in the drug store, and Mr. Eyster holding | 


commission as postmaster. Eighteen months 
later he received a more remunerative offer 
from a dry-goods merchant, with whom he 
remained for a time, and then left him, much 


to the regret of the latter, to become a part- 


ner with M. D. Holt, of Fairmont, in the dry | 


goods business. In a short time Mr. Holt 


sold his interest to T. L. Boggess, and the 


firm-name changed to Carney and Boggess, and | 


the business was successfully conducted until 
the commencement of the late Civil War, when 
Mr. Carney went into the butchering business 
at a little place called Cornwallis, in Ritchie 
county. Being successful in this new line, he 
soon returned to Fairmont and opened a meat 
market, opposite the present Carney block. To 
the business of butchering he soon added that 
of dealing in cattle, and in both lines met with 
good success. He bought and shipped large 
quantities of cattle every year up to 1893, 
when he relinquished that business. 

During this time, in 1868, he purchased 
the drug business, owned by the estate of the 


late Mr. Turner, and conducted it successfully | 


until 1876, when the building was consumed 
by fire. Soon afterwards he purchased the 
lot, and the following year, 1877, he erected 


the present fine brick Carney business block, 


which is situated on the corner of Main and 


_ Jefferson streets, and which is a commodious 
structure, centrally located and well furnished 
in every department. Since the erection of 
this building he has conducted his drug busi- 
ness there. 

In business Mr. Carney has been successful, 
taking high rank as a man of prudence and 


sagacity in business affairs. In politics he is 





a democrat, and in 1880 was elected sheriff of 
Marion county. He served one term and 
retired from that office with the record of an 
able and efficient public official. 

In 
1858 he married Mary Boggess, who was a 
daughter of T. L, Boggess, of Fairmont, and 
who died 


Mr. Carney has been twice married. 


in 1876, aged forty-four years. 
After her démise he wedded, in 1884, Carrie 


Bomberger, of Monroe county, Ohio. 


_—-—— oo 


OLOMON STEELE, a retired business 
man and respected citizen cof Fairmont, 

is a son of James and Elizabeth (Stevens) 
Steele, and was born in Clinton district, Mo- 
nongalia county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
May 16, 1820. His 
James Steele, was a native of Ireland, and 
came to this country when a boy and settled | 


paternal grandfather, 


in Monongalia county, where he died, at an 
advanced age, in 1836 or 1837. Hewas a 
farmer, and his son, James Steele (father), was 
was born and reared in that county, in which 
he died, in 1829, at about fifty years of age. 
James Steele was a farmer like his father 
before him, and married Elizabeth Stevens, 
a daughter of John Stevens, and who died 
April 27, 1867, aged eighty-one years. They 
had nine children, five sons and four daughters. 

Solomon Steele, at sixteen years of age, 
apprenticed himself to learn the bricklaying 
trade in that part of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
which South Side, or 
Birmingham. After completing his trade in 
that city, he worked there for ten years, and 


is now known. as 


then, in 1852, went to Martin’s Ferry, Ohio, 
which he left eight years afterto goto Ritchie 
He 
then, in 1867, came to Fairmont, after which 


county, where he remained six years. 


he worked for three years at his trade. At 
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the end of that time he purchased an interest | 
in the hardware store which was conducted | 
until 1872 under the title of Hough and Steele. 
In that year he purchased his partner’s inter- | 
est and continued in the hardware business 
for four years longer, when he retired from 





all active pursuits of life. He ownsa valuable 
lot and a pleasant home in West Fairmont, | 
where he is surrounded with all the necessary 


comforts of life. 


Mr. Steele is a republican, 
and, since coming to Fairmont, has served for | 
the last eleven years in succession as secre- 

tary of the board of education. He is a 
member of Fairmont Methodist Episcopal 
He 


is a plain, unassuming man, of rare good 


church, in which he is now a steward. 


sense and sound judgment, whose life has 


been one of honest, vigorous toil and just 
dealings with all with whom he came in busi- 
ness contact. Asa workman, he was skilled 


and successful; and as a merchant, he so con- | 


ducted his business as to win and hold a good 
patronage where he had an active opposition 
in his special mercantile line. : 

On March 2, 1843, Solomon Steele was 


united in marriage with Mary McCleary, of 


Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, South Side, whose 
father, James McCleary, was a farmer and a 
resident of that vicinity. To this union have 
been born nine children, three sons and six | 
daughters: Salina E., wife of Thomas P. Selby, 
deceased, of Martin’s Ferry, Ohio; William E., 
a bricklayer of West Fairmont; Sarah J., wife 
of A. L. Watson, of Illinois; Edgar C., a 
farmer ; Elizabeth and James S., who are both | 
deceased; Mary L., at home; Emma V., mar- 
ried Frank E. Nichols, and is now dead; 


Chas. A., who isa druggist of Pittsburg, where 


he represents jhe Equitable Life Insurance 
Co.; and Melissa E., now deceased. 





| this sketch. 


ENJAMIN D. FLEMING, active, hon- 

orable and useful, and a prominent and 
successful farmer, fruit-grower and manufac- 
furer, of Marion county, is a son of John S. 
and Nancy Ann (Fleming) Fleming, and was 
born two miles above Fairmont, on the oid 
Benoni Fleming homestead, in what is now 
Fairmont district, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, September 28, 1827. William Fleming 
was originally from Scotland, and in 1841 
settled in Delaware, from which state his son, 
Benoni, came in 1789 to western Virginia, and 
(The sketch 
of the Fleming family, appearing elsewhere in 


settled near the site of Fairmont. 


this volume, will give a full account of the 
Fleming genealogy.) Benoni Fleming wedded 
Mary Stephenson, and their second son, John 
S. Fleming, was the father of the subject of 
(The family history of John S. 
Fleming will be found in the sketch of James 
Riley Fleming. ) 

Benjamin D. Fleming grew to manhood on 
the paternal acres, where he was carefully 
trained to successful farm management and to 
correct business methods. His school-days 
were passed within the old log subscription 
school-house, that was the rude index of fron- 
tier intellectual growth, and the humble pioneer 
of the modern public school-building, with all 
In 


those old, crude, and honored schools he ob- 


its present conveniences and comforts. 


tained a good practical education, and then 


| went forth to do for himself in the world’s 


busy strife. He turned his attention first to 
the lumbering trade, then but merely beyond 
its infancy, and for thirty years was active in 
that important line of business, Leaving the 
river and the forest, he engaged with his usual 
energy in farming and fruit-growing, which 
he has continued in, successfully, ever since. 


Perceiving the many natural advantages of 
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Marion county for dairying purposes, Mr. 
Fleming gave time and thought toward the 
founding and the successful operation of the 
dairy. By experiment, discussion, and agita- | 
tion he awakened a live interest in the subject, | 
which led—in April, 1893—to the organiza- 
tion of the Marion County Creamery company, | 
of which he is a director and useful member, 
Solid business qualities sooner or later recom- 
mend their possessor to those who are the 
great factors of industrial and financial life 
in every county and city. Thus Mr. Flem- 
ing’s safe and successful course in lumbering 
and farming gave him such high place in the 
confidence of the business men of Marion 
county, that in 18— he was elected a director 
of the First National Bank of Fairmont. This | 
position he has held ever since; and its many, 
various, and important duties he has so dis- 
charged as to reflect credit on the bank, and 
win increased respect and confidence for him- | 
self. 
On November 7, 1865, Benjamin D. Flem- | 
ing wedded Jennie R. Mayers, a daughter of 


John Mayers, and a sister to George W. L. 


Mayers, a well-known business man of Fair- 
mont. Mr. and Mrs. Fleming have one | 
child, Horace Glen, who was born October 5, | 
1866, and in October, 1889, married Hattie 
Thumble, of Fairmont. 

In politics Mr. Fleming is a staunch repub- | 
lican, and in 1894 received the nomination of | 
He isa 
member of the Methodist Protestant church, | 
and Marion Lodge, No.g, Free and Accepted 
Masons. 


his party for county commissioner. 


Aside from farming and fruit-grow- | 
ing, he takes an active interest in the manu- 
facturing interests of his county,and has served 
for several years as a director of the Barnes- 
ville Manufacturing company, at Barnesville, 





whose products have ready sale in the markets 


| but little with the 


of the State. He has eaiways been stead- 
fast in the political, .ancial and religious 
principles which have ever governed his early 
life and more mature years. Benjamin D. 
Fleming leads a useful, industrious life, changes 
innovations of modern 
times, and is a generous and hospitable gen- 


tleman. 





S 





W. ARNETT, cashier of the Bank of 
°* Fairmont, manager of the Fairmont 
Development company and ex-mayor of Fair- 
mont, is a man of liberal education and rich 
experience, but self-helped and self-taught in 
in which he has 
achieved well-merited success, is a son of 
William and Eleanor (Meredith) Arnett, and 


was born seven miles northwest of Fairmont, 


many lines of business 


_.in Marion county, Virginia (now West Virgi- 


nia), June 14,1853. His paternal grandfather, 
John Arnett, was of German nativity, but 
an early settler on the ‘“‘ Eastern shore,” Vir- 
ginia, where he and a brother, Andrew Arnett, 
emigrated in 1785 to the vicinity of the 
present village of Arnettsville, Monongalia 
county, where they became the owners of six 
hundred acres of land. He followed farming 
as an avocation, and lived a life of usefulness 


Dur- 
ing the latter part of his life he resided on Paw 


in the community in which he resided. 


Paw creek, near Fairmont, in what is now 
His son William Arnett, 
father, was born in Monongalia county, in 
1796, and died in 1872. 


occupation, and in politics a whig and a re- 


Marion county. 
He was a farmer by 
publican. [Ele was a great reader and excep- 
tionally well posted in the political history of 
the country. In that crisis which arose threat- 
ening the destruction of the country and the 
dismemberment of the Union, he was a strong 


Union man, energetic and prudent. William 
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Arnett was recognized as a prosperous farmer 


ane an intelligent man, who always took an | 


avtive part in the affairs of his community and 
county. 
daughter of Davis Meredith, of Paw Paw dis- 
trict, and who died in March, 1869, aged sixty- 
one years. 
five sons and five daughters: Rebecca, wife of 
Ulysses Price, a farmer, on Paw Paw creek, 
Marion county; Dorcas, widow of the late 
Fielding Cunningham; Lavina, deceased, was 
the wife of J. P. Davis; Eber, deceased, was a 
farmer of Fairmont district, this county, and a 
soldier in the Sixth regiment, West Virginia 


infantry during the late Civil War; Riley, a | 


farmer, of Mannington district, this county, 
was also a soldier of the Sixth regiment dur- 
ing the war; Franklin, a resident of Fairmont, 
a veteran of the Civil War, and for six years a 
commissioner of the county court of Marion 


county; Melissa, unmarried; Elbert, a farmer 


of Lincoln district, served his country in de- 
fense of the flag in the Civil War in the Seven- 
teenth regiment, West Virginia infantry; Sal- 
lie, deceased, and C. W., the subject of this 
sketch. 


C. W. Arnett was reared on the farm, and | 


received his education in the district schools, 
Fairmont Normal school, and the West Vir- 
ginia University. Being inclined to business 


pursuits when he left the University, he en- 


gaged with a large nursery firm for three | 


years. He was then variously employed in 


different lines of business until 1884, when he | 


He wedded Eleanor Meredith, a | 


To their marital union were born 


i 
} 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 





accepted the position of general manager of the | 


Geyser manufacturing company, of Waynes- | 


boro, Pennsylvania, for the state of West 
Virginia, and a part of the states of Ohio and 
Maryland. The firm for which he is a general 
manager manufactures steam threshers, en- 


gines and boilers. Mr. Arnett has a force of 
2—3 


about twelve men under him and superintends 
the erection of the machinery sold within the 
limits of his extensive territory, and attends 
therein to all the collections and any other 
In 1881 Mr. Arnett 
came to Fairmont and has been identified with 


business of the firm. 


its material interests and prosperity ever since, 
being one of the foremost and prominent in 
every movement made for the improvement 
and progress of the place, and has done per- 
haps as much as any other man in the town 
to develop it and bring about those conditions 
which have not only made Fairmont greater, 
but will eventually lead to the incorporation 
of the “ Greater Fairmont.” In 1r8g1 he made 
the first public sale of lots ever sold in the 
town of Fairmont. After the consummation of 
this business, he purchased of Elmus Hamil- 
ton twenty-five acres of land which he cut up 
into lots, and laid out what is known as the 
Arnett addition to Fairmont. Success crowned 
all his real-estate enterprises, and this led him 
to take the initiative step which resulted in the 
formation of the Fairmont Development com- 
pany, a joint stock company, which has pur- 
chased several hundred acres of land adjoining 
the borough of Fairmont on the south. Real- 
izing Mr. Arnett’s business ability, the com- 
pany made him general manager, and under 
his careful, judicious and enterprising manage- 
ment the affairs of the company have pros- 
pered, and to-day upon its lands are to be 
found many of the most handsome residences 
in the county as well as the buildings of the 
Fairmont state normal school, and the West 
Virginia candy and grocery company, both 
imposing structures and of pleasing arichitec- 
tural appearance. In addition to these, other 
enterprises of a mercantile and industrial na- 
ture are located upon its lands. In addition to 
his real estate interests he is prominently con- 
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nected with the financial history of the county. 


On April 18, 1895, the Bank of Fairmont, | 
with a capital stock of $80,000, was organized | 
with the following officers: J. E. Watson, presi- | 


dent; Jacob S. Hayden, vice-president, and 
C. W. Arnett, cashier. The directors, in ad- 
dition to the president and vice-president, are 
M. L. Hutchinson, C. L. Smith, John Blach- 
shere, James D. Lloyd and Z. G. Morgan. 
Politically Mr. Arnett is a stanch republi- 
can, and the people of Fairmont appreciating 
his thorough-going and enterprising spirit 
elected him mayor of Fairmont in 1893. Dur- 
ing his term of office many substantial im- 
provements to the town were inaugurated, 
among which was the paving of main street. 


Fraternally Mr. Arnett is a member of | 


Monongalia Lodge, No. to, I. O. O. F., Moun- 
tain City Encampment, No. 5, I. O. O. F., at 
Fairmont, and Monongalia Lodge, No. 3, of 
the Order of Canton. 

On August 14, 1875, he was united in mar- 
riage with Belle Jamison, a daughter of John 
Jamison, of Monongalia county, West Vir- 
ginia. Their union has been blessed in the 
birth of one child, Glenn J., born March 18, 
1880. 

C. W. Arnett rightfully ranks among the 
foremost business men of his county, and now 
in the very prime of his matured manhood 
has before him long years of future success 
and usefulness. 





o—_ 


UGH R. LINN, an ex-sheriff of Marion | 


county, and who has carved out for 
‘himself an honorable and useful career in life, 
is a son of Samuel and Anzy (Reese) Linn, 
and was born at Benton’s Ferry, in what 
was Marion county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), August 30, 1840. 
father, William Linn, was born and reared in 


His paternal grand- 


| winter season. 
| father died, and he was compelled to forego 





Ireland, and came to a place then known as 
Patterson’s creek, in Hampshire county, this 
state; thence he removed to Glady creek, Mar- 
ion county, where he resided continuously up 
to the time of his death. His son, Samuel 
Linn, left Glady creek prior to the year 1840, 
and settled at Benton’s Ferry, where he died 
in 1852. 
pation, and a democrat in politics, and married 
Anzy Reese, who lived to reach the ninety- 
second milestone on the rugged pathway of 
life. She was born in 1801, and died March 8, 
1893. Mr. and Mrs. Linn reared a family of 
nine children, four sons and five daughters: 


Samuel Linn was a farmer by occu- 


William, a farmer at Benton’s Ferry ; George, 


| who resides at the old homestead at Glady 


Creek, in Marion county; John, engaged in 
farming at Eldorado; Mary, wife of William 
H. Barnes, a farmer of this county; Nancy, 
who married Alexander McAllister, of Ben- 
ton’s Springs ; Isabella, wife of J. R. Vance, 
of Benton’s Ferry; Sarah A., the wife of J. 
W. Hull, a jeweler of Grafton; Margaret, the 
widow of J. N. Hughs, and now a resident of 
Palatine, and Hugh R., whose name appears 
at the head of this sketch. 

Hugh R. Linn attended for a short time the 
old subscription school, whose term was 
limited each year to three months during the 
At twelve years of age his 


the scanty advantages of these limited schools 
and commence the stern battle of life for him- 
self in the tender years of childhood. Ren- 
dering needed assistance to his mother and 
laboring at all kinds of work, he grew to man- 
hood, yet had supplemented his slight school 
education to a large degree by reading and 
self-study. Attaining his majority, he signa- 
lized that auspicious and important event in 
every man’s life, by purchasing a farm near 
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Benton's Ferry, and engaging in agricultural 
pursuits, which he followed for five years. 
He then turned his attention to merchandiz- 
ing, and conducted successfully a general mer- 
cantile establishment at Benton’s Ferry, from 
1866 to 1888. 
sheriff of Marion county by the republicans, 


In that year he was elected as 


although he belonged to the minority party. 
He served as sheriff from January 1, 18809, 
until January 1, 1893, and since the last- 
named year has been engaged in settling up 
the business connected with the office that 
could not be arranged during his term, and 
naturally extended beyond its limit for time of 
adjudication. 

On October 9, 1862, Mr. I.inn wedded 
Maria E. Thomas, who was born in Monon- 
galia county, August 27, 1843, and who is a 
daughter of Richard Thomas, a native and 
resident of Marion county. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Linn 


daughters: Harry G., who read law, was ad- 


have been born three sons and six 
mitted to the bar, and is now practicing his 
profession in Fairmont; James R.,a merchant 
of Benton’s Ferry; Minnie H., wife of A. A. 
Hamilton, of Fairmont, who served as deputy 
sheriff of Marion county for four years; Iva 
A., who wedded Louis Scranage, a merchant 
of Benton’s Ferry; Lizzie, who died at four- 
teen years of age; Winona and Bernard, who 
are at home ; Bessie, who died at five years of 
age, and Nina, who is at home with her 
parents. 


Hugh R. Linn is a prominent mason, being | 
a member of Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free | 
and Accepted Masons; Orient Chapter, No. 


9, Royal Arch Masons, and Crusade Com- 
mandery, No. 6, Knights Templar. He is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
of Palatine circuit. Sheriff Linn is persever- 


ing and cautious in his business, but not timid 





| penter by trade and an industrious man. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


or undecided when he has determined upon 
any measure to be pursued. His success has 


come as the result of well-directed efforts. 
———— 9 -— ——-——-——— 


Cuvee JACKSON, a member of the 

time-honored family, and a leading busi- 
ness man of Fairmont, is one who by the suc- 
cessful prosecution of different industries has 
fully demonstrated his capacity to manage any 


| business, however extensive, or to control or 


direct a combination of several great enter- 
prises. 

He is a son of Samuel and Nancy (Miller) 
Jackson, and was born at Middletown, Monon- 
galia county, Virginia (now Fairmont, Marion 
The 


widely extended Jackson family, of which the 


county, West Virginia), June 23, 1823. 


subject of this sketch is a member, and to 
which Andrew Jackson and “Stonewall” 
Jackson are said to have belonged, have al- 
ways been characterized by energy, determi- 
nation, mechanical skill and business ability. 
In the earliest days of our national history 
the Monongahela valley offered numerous 
inducements to aspiring emigrants from the 
old world, and one of those who sought in 
the undeveloped opportunities for a better- 
ment of his circumstances was James Jackson, 
the paternal grandfather of Oliver Jackson. 
Coming in all probability from England, but 
positively from Great Britain, James Jackson 
settled for a time in the ‘‘George’s Creek 
Country,” 
afterward 


in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
removed to Buffalo creek, and 
finally went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he 
died. At this late date little can be learned 
of him beyond the fact that he was a ship car- 
His 
son, Samuel Jackson (father), was born in the 
“George's Creek Country,” reared at the mouth 
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of Buffalo creek, in this county, and in early 
life came to the site of Fairmont, which was 
laid out as Middletown. He built the first 
house in the place where he resided until his 


death, July 13, 1861, when in the sixty-ninth | 


year of his age. Samuel Jackson was a cabi- 
net-maker by trade, but after some years left 
the shop to engage actively in milling, opera- 
ting a saw-mill and agrist-mill, which remained 
in the family until a few years ago. He was 
a man of decided will, an old-line whig, and 
noted for energy and activity. He married 
Nancy Miller, who died September 15, 1877, 
aged seventy-seven years. She wasa daugh- 
ter of Peter Miller, a Revolutionary soldier, 
who left his native state of Delaware to settle 
in the vicinity of Fairmont, where he pur- 


chased and tilled a farm. To Samuel and 


Nancy Jackson were born seven children, three | 


sons and four daughters: Marshall, of Mounds- 
ville; James R. Jackson, who died in 1890; 
Reuhama, widow of Eugene Boydton, and 
who resides at Fairmont; Oliver (subject) ; 
Lovina, married Rev. S. R. Dawson, and both 
now dead; Martha Ann, widow of R. B. 
Compston, of Chicago, where she still resides, 
and Pauline, who died some years ago. 

Oliver Jackson grew to manhood at Fair- 
mont, where he received his education in the 
old subscription schools of his day. Leaving 
school, he learned the milling business with 
his father, and then was engaged for several 
years with the latter in transporting lumber 


down the Monongahela river. Retiring from 





the lumber trade, he formed a partnership | 
with his brother Marshall, and after operating — 


their father’s saw and grist-mill for a short | 
| ping as fuel to the eastern seaboard cities and 


time, they built flouring mills at Cameron and 


Wheeling. This partnership lasted for twenty | 


years, during the last sixteen of which time 
he was the ticket and freight agent of the Bal- 


timore and Ohio Railroad company at Fair- 
mont, where he also served as agent of the 
Adams Express company. 
the partnership with his brother, he continued 


Retiring from 


in the milling, and soon afterward engaged in 
the insurance business. For over fifteen years 
he represented several leading insurance com- 
panies, all of which he has now dropped ex- 
cept one company. Finding that his mills 
and insurance business did not severely tax 


| his energies or take all his time, he branched 


out into the general mercantile business, which 
he prosecuted with his usual energy, and in 
Mr. 


Jackson now moved forward with steady 


which he met with his usual success. 


strides in the business life of his town and 
county. He daily widened the sphere of his 
labors and added new tasks upon his endur- 
ance and time, but his business ability and his 
organizing power were so great that he car- 
ried easily his increased weight of duties and 
While. still 
holding and operating his mills, store and 


enlarged volume of business. 


office, and being interested and active in sev- 
eral other enterprises, he gave attention to the 
subject of the mineral development of the 
county, and in 1869 opened the West Fair- 


| mont Gas, Coal and Coke mines for H. Y. 


Atrill. 


mining of coal and the manufacture of coke, 


In the same year he embarked in the 


and is among the first, if not the first, to man- 
ufacture coke in the state. 
time Mr. Jackson is increasing his coal and 


At the present 
coke business. He is now the proprietor of 
the Central coal and coke mines, one mile 
east of Fairmont. The output of his mines is 


used for the manufacture of coke and for ship- 


the northern lake ports. 
On January 2, 1849, Oliver Jackson wedded 
Drusilla Barnes, who was a daughter of John 
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Scott Barnes, of near Fairmont, and who 


i 


died February 23, 1858, aged seventy-six | 


years. 
dren, four sons and one daughter: Samuel 


Their family consisted of five chil- | 


torney of Tyler and Marion counties, is a son 
of Joseph and Jane (Martin) McCoy, and was 
born in Tyler county, Virginia (now West 


| Virginia), September 14, 1826. 


N., in the coal and coke business; Charles | 


O. and Thomas N., engaged 
J. Sands, in the coal business; and Caroline 


in milling; 


Virginia. 


In politics, Mr. Jackson has been a whig | 


and republican, and has frequently refused to 
accept a proffered office, although he served 


one term as mayor of Fairmont. He is a 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church. © 


William McCoy, son of Joseph McCoy, and 
grandfather of John W. McCoy, came from 
Ireland to Lewistown, Mifflin county, Penn- 
sylvania, in 17—, settled there and remained 
there the remainder of his life. Some time in 
the latter part of the eighteenth century 


Joseph McCoy, the elder, moved from-Ireland 


_ with the rest of his family, wife and six chil- 


Jn the financial affairs of his county he has | 


always taken a deep interest, serving for | 


eighteen months as cashier of the old Farmers’ 
Bank of Fairmont. 


Bank of Fairmont, and after it was merged | 


into the First National Bank of Fairmont he 
served in the same capacity, serving in all 
eleven years. 


Oliver Jackson isa born organizer. His 


strength of character, firmness of will, great | 


courage and rare presence of mind, consum- 


mate knowledge of men, and keen insight into | 


motives, has made successful his complicated 
business operations, and amply fit him to 
control successfully any line of business in 
which he might engage. Of determination, 
energy and intelligence, his career in the 
business world has been onward and upward, 
while each succeeding obstacle in his pathway 
served but to call in play some new latent 
power for its successful removal. His success 
is of a permanent and enduring character, and 
is of that kind that comes to men of brains 


and energy. 





Ss 


yo W. McCOY, a pleasant gentleman 
and a lawyer of ability and experience, 
who has served efficiently as prosecuting at- 





He was president of the | 





dren, and settled in eastern Pennsylvania. In 
1806 Joseph McCoy and his brother, John 
McCoy, the former under twenty-one, and the 
latter about that age, left Pennsylvania, came 
to Pittsburg, and from thence down the Ohio 
river and stopped at what is now Tyler, and 
both settled on Middle Island creek, nearly 
two miles below where Middlebourne, the 
county seat, now stands; both were farmers, 
and lived to a good old age. Hon. John Mc- 
Coy served sixteen terms in the Virginia 
house of delegates, was a member of the state 
senate at the time of his death, and had to 
make his trips to Richmond, a distance of three 
hundred miles, on horseback, and rode the 
same horse for fourteen years, in going and 
returning, 

Joseph McCoy, father of John W. McCoy, 
was born in Ireland in 1786, and died in Tyler 
county in October, 1878, at the ripe old 
age of ninety-two years. He was a demo- 
crat, as were all of the name, except his 
brother Abraham, and followed farming. He 
was a member of the Methodist church, and 
wedded Jane Martin, who was a daughter of 

Martin. Their family consisted of 
four sons and four daughters. One of the 
sons, Joseph M., died when but a small lad, 


' and another, Robert Dilworth McCoy, died in 





_ ee 
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Missouri, unmarried, at about twenty-eight 
years of age. 
John W. McCoy was reared on the farm, 


and received his education in the county 


schools and the Northwestern academy, at | 
read law with John W. | 


Clarksburg, and 
Hornor, of Middlebourne. He was admitted 
to the bar, and practiced in Tyler county un- 
til 1868, when he came to Fairmont, where he 
has remained ever since in the enjoyment of 
a good practice. He is a careful lawyer and 


good counsellor, and an argumentative 


speaker. He does a general practice, and 
has conducted many important cases in his 
Mr. Mc- 


Coy is a democrat in politics, and served 


forty years’ experience as a lawyer. 
y 


one full and part of another term, from 1857 
to 1862, as prosecuting attorney of Tyler 
county, and two terms as prosecuting attor- 
In 18—, Mr. McCoy 
was elected as judge of a court of oyer and 


ney of Marion county. 


terminer, for the counties of Marion, Mar- 
shall and Wetzel, but the state constitution 
was amended and the office was abolished 
before the time came for him to take his 
seat on the bench. His duties while prose- 
cutor were so faithfully discharged that he 
was selected by his party as a candidate for 
the judgeship as one in whose ability they 
could trust the legal affairs of the district. 

Mr. McCoy is very pleasant and courteous, 
and wins friends, wherever he goes; by his 
affability, candor and honesty. 

In May, 1855, John W. McCoy was united 


in marriage with Delia M. Evans, of Morgan- 


town, Monongalia county. To their union 


have been born nine children: Joseph M., | 
married Ella Peterson, and is superintendent | 
of a division of the pension department at | 


Washington, D. C., where he was formerly a 
special examiner ; Maria C., wedded Dr. L. L. 





Orr, and died at Mountain Lake park, Mary- 
| land, in 1883; William R., now in the west; 


Mary J.; James E., who is proprietor of a 


job printing office at Fairmont, and married 
Hallie K. Hall; John B., who has a position 
with Hon. John T. McGraw, of Grafton, Tay- 
lor county; Sarah R., married Dr. Charles T. 


Nesbit, a successful physician of Fairmont, 
and whose sketch appears elsewhere in this 
volume; Earnest, at home; and Paul, now a 
| student at the West Virginia State University, 
at Morgantown, Monongalia county. 








S 


Ho” JAMES HUSTEAD BROWN- 
FIELD, M.D., one of the prominent 
and well-known physicians of Fairmont and 
West Virginia, and an active member of sev- 
eral of the leading medical societies of the 
United States, is a son of Judge John and 
Belinda (Hustead) Brownfield, and was born 
at Smithfield, in George’s township, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, July 5, 1836. The 
American ancestry of the Brownfield family 
is traced back into the pioneer period of the 
history of Pennsylvania, and Thomas Brown- 
field, the great-grandfather of Dr. Brownfield, 
was one of the early settlers who crossed the 
Alleghenies, when Indians and wild animals 
were in undisputed possession of the beauti- 
ful Monongahela valley. Thomas Brownfield 
married and reared a family. One of his sons 
was the Rev. William Brownfield, a learned 
and distinguished Baptist divine, who was the 
great rival of Alexander Campbell, the foun- 
der of the Disciple church. Another son was 
Squire James Brownfield, who came in pos- 


session of the home farm and passed his life 
peacefully and usefully in agricultural pur- 





suits. He served as justice of the peace for 


| many years. He married Hannah Bowell, 
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HON. J. H. BROWNFIELD, M. D. 
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and one of the sons born to them was Hon. 
John Brownfield, who left the farm when he 
attained his majority to engage in the general 
mercantile business, which he followed during 
all the active years of his life. A man of 
good education, broad views, and excellent 


judgment, his services were continually in | 


demand by his fellow-citizens. He was elected 
as associate judge of Fayette county, Penn- 


sylvania, in 1851, and at the end of his term | 


was re-elected for a second term, which 
expired in 1861. While on the bench he was 


known as one of the most efficient and useful | 


associate judges in the state. 
field was born December 28, 1808, and died 
January 23, 1885. 
democrat, and in 1833 wedded Belinda Hus- 
tead, who was a daughter of John Hustead, 


He was a Baptist and 


and passed away July 2, 1882, aged seventy- 
Their children are: Dr. James 
H.; John H., an active business man of near 


one years. 


Smithfield, Pennsylvania; Sarah, widow of 
Simeon Dunn; Mary B.; and Alceste J., 
widow of E. J. Feather, a prominent merchant 
of Smithfield. 

Dr. James H. Brownfield grew to manhood 
in his native village, and received his educa- 
tion at the Lewisburg University, in Union 
At the end of his col- 
lege course he became a medical student in 
the office of Dr. H. B. Mathiot, and com- 
pleting the required course of reading, entered 


county, Pennsylvania. 


Jefferson Medical college. Taking one course 


of lectures, he commenced practice, and when | 


the late Civil War broke out he gave his ser- 
vices to the country. 


Judge Brown- | 


He was a contract sur- | 


| 
| 


as a field for his professional labors, and soon 
built up a practice that has steadily increased 
with the succeeding years. 

Dr. Brownfield ranks high in his chosen 
profession. He was graduated from Jefferson 
Medical College in 1878, and with his army 
experience as a surgeon was well equipped in 
the early years of his practice to earn the suc- 


| cess which he thén won, and which has ever 





geon at Fairmont, this state, for some time, | 


then was appointed as assistant surgeon of | 


the Fourteenth West Virginia infantry, and 
served in the latter capacity until the close of 
the war. 


since crowned his medical labors. Unassum- 
ing, but genial and energetic, he is also pro- 
gressive, and has always been in touch with 
the advancement of his profession. He isa 
member of the State Medical Society of West 
Virginia, the American Medical Association, 
and the National Association of Railway Sur- 
geons. He served as a member of the board 
of pension examiners of his district from 1867 
up to the commencement of Cleveland’s sec- 
ond administration. 

On October 18, 1866, Dr. Brownfield mar- 
ried Ann Elizabeth Fleming, a daughter of 
Matthew Fleming, of Marion county. To 
their union have been born four children: 
John M.,a clerk in a bank; Clark B., an 
electrician; George H., and Archie F. 

In politics Dr. James H. Brownfield is a 
stanch republican, and has labored earnestly 
in different campaigns for the success of his 
party and the supremacy of its principles. In 
the autumn of 1894 he was elected a member 
of the House of Delegates from Marion 
county, and was recognized as one of the 
ablest members of that law-making body. 

Dr. Brownfield has always been active and 
progressive in his profession, has kept abreast 
of the medical thought of the age, and served 
as president of the State Medical Society of 
West Virginia. 
Masonic fraternity, being a member of Fair- 


He is prominent in the 


He selected Fairmont after the war | mont Lodge, No. 9, Free and Accepted 
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Masons; Orient Chapter, No. 9, Royal Arch 


Masons, and Crusade Commandery, No. 6, | 
Knight Templars, and a thirty-two degree or | 
Scottish Rite Mason of the northern jurisdic- | 


tion of the United States. 


Dr. Brownfield is a man of vigorous intel- | 


lect, sterling integrity, and marked profes- 
sional ability, and has not only been promi- 
nent and successful in his calling as a physi- 
cian, but also active and useful in all the rela- 
tions and associations of life where confidence 
and respect have been universally conceded 
him. 
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HOMAS W. FLEMING, a second cousin 
of Ex-Governor Fleming, of West Vir- 
ginia, and one of the highest Masons and Odd 
Fellows in the United States, ranks as one of 
the foremost business men of the Monongahela 
Valley, and is a worthy and progressive 
student from that great school in which “the 
ability of being useful is imparted, the spirit 
of independence learnt, and the habit of per- 
severing effort acquired.” 

He is a son of Allison and Martha (Lou- 
chery) Fleming, and was born at Fairmont, 
Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
December 16, 1846. 

Early in the eighteenth century, four Flem- 
Robert, Archibald 


and John—were driven by religious persecu- 


ing brothers—William, 


tion from Scotland to the north of Ireland, 
which they left, in 1741, to settle in Mispillion 


hundred, Kent county, Delaware, on land | 


belonging to the heirs of William Penn. 


William Fleming was the great-great-grand- | 
father of the subject of this sketch, and three | 


of his sons, Nathan, Boaz and Benoni, with 
their uncle, John Fleming, came, in 1789, to 
western Virginia, where they settled on lands 


on the Monongahela river. Nathan Fleming 





(great-grandfather) was born in 1750, and was 
a military man, holding a commission in the 
Virginia militia, signed by Governor James 
Barbour, and dated July 10, 1814. His son, 
Thomas Fleming (grandfather), was born two 
miles west of the site of Fairmont, on lands 
purchased and patented by Nathan Fleming. 
In 1830, Thomas Fleming went to Luray, 
Indiana, where he died in 1870. He was a 
His son, Allison Flem- 
ing (father), was born on the old homestead 
in 1814, and died at Fairmont in 1871. 


farmer and gunsmith. 


Allison Fleming left the farm to become a 
marble-dealer at Fairmont, where he conducted 
avery large yard and did a prosperous business. 
He was a whig and a republican in politics, 
and served two terms as treasurer of Marion 
county. He was twice married, first to Mary 
Vandervort, who died in 18—; and secondto 
Martha Louchery, of New Geneva, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, who is a daughter of 
James Louchery, and was born August I 
1822. 


By his first marriage Allison Fleming 
had two children who grew to maturity : Sa- 
linda B., wife of Ellery B. Hall, who served 
as clerk of the state senate of West Virginia 
for several years; and John E., now deceased, 
who served as a Union soldier in the late 
Civil War; and Louisa, who died in infancy. 
By his second marriage Allison Fleming had 
eight children: Emma, wife of Nathan C. 
Cochran, a jeweler of Fairmont; Thomas W., 
the subject of this sketch; Anna M., wife of 
Charles M. Shinn, republican candidate for 
state auditor in 1880, afterwards editor of the 
West Virginian, and has just completed a 
term as chief of the stamp division of the 
United States treasury in Washington city ; 
James, who died in infancy ; Curtis B.; Mar- 
tha, who died in infancy; A. Howard; Lau- 
rence S.; and Frederick C. The genealogy 
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of the Fleming family will be given in full in | was united in marriage with Annie E. Sweeney, 


the sketch of the 
appears elsewhere in this volume. 


Fleming Family, which 


Thomas W. Fleming was reared at Fair- 
mont, where he received his education in the 
public and select schools. Leaving school, 
he made choice of business pursuits for a life 
vocation, and became a clerk in order to 
acquaint himself with the mercantile business: 
Ten years’ experience as a clerk gave hima 
thorough and practical knowledge of the suc- 


cessful methods of store management, and on 


the first of February, 1871, he became a part- | 


ner in the mercantile firm of Ridgley and Flem- 


retired. The firm name then was changed to 
T. W. Fleming and Brothers, and the establish- 


of Wheeling. To their union have been born 
three children: Allison Sweeney, born Janu- 
ary 28, 1878; Jean McFarran, born October 
26, 1881; and Thomas W., who died at ten 
months of age. 

Mrs. Fleming is a woman of intelligence, 
culture and taste, and her maternal grand- 
father, Lieutenant John McFarran, whose 
sword she treasures as a relic of great value, 
was one of the heroic defenders of Baltimore 
when the British attacked Fort McHenry, in 
1814. Mrs. Fleming is a daughter of Col- 


~ onel Thomas Sweeney, one of the prominent 
ing, which ran until 1876, when Mr. Ridgley | 


ment was conducted successfully until August | 


1, 1890, when Mr. Fleming and his brother 
(Curtis B.) sold out and retired from the mer- 
cantile business. 
which did not afford wide-enough bounds for 


the full employment of his business abilities, | 


he sought for a wider sphere of action, which 
he soon found in several important enterprises 
whose scope of operation embraced the terri- 
tory of Marion and several other counties. 
Dealing in real estate upon a large scale, buy- 
ing coal lands and oil territories by thou- 
sands of acres, and opening up the Fairview 
oil field placed him in the front rank of busi- 
ness men of West Virginia. Long years of 
careful observation and self-training behind 
the sales-counter and in the counting-room 
gave him the fine method, the management of 
detail, and the habit of promptness and dis- 
patch which he carried successfully into opera- 
ting the many large enterprises that to-day 
owe their existence largely to his excellent 
organizing powers and executive abilities. 

On February 1, 1877, Thomas W. Fleming 


Leaving the mercantile field, | 





men of western Virginia. He was born at 
Armagh, Ireland, March 6, 1806, and died 
March 9, 1880. 
of the Pittsburg Blues that received La Fay- 


He was the second lieutenant 


ette, in 1824, when he visited the “ Iron City.” 
Colonel Sweeney brought the first colony of 
glass-blowers to Wheeling that was ever in 
the state. 
gave employment to a thousand men, was 


He ran a large iron works that 


mayor of Wheeling for several years, served 
in the state senate for a number of terms, and 
While he was 


senate, he was active in securing the passage 


was widely known. in "the 
of the measure that resulted in the construc- 
tion of that magnificent route of commerce— 


the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He was 


| president of the company that built the Wheel- 


ing and Belmont bridge, and president of the 
company that constructed the Hempfield 
and Washington railway. Colonel Thomas 
Sweeney was married the first time to Miss 
Rosanna Matthews, who died in 1844. He 
next wedded, in 1845, Miss Jane McFarran, 
and their children were : Thomas, John F., 
Annie E., whose fine genealogical chart of the 
Fleming family served as a basis of the sketch 


of the Fleming family given elsewhere in 
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this volume. His third wife was Miss Annie 
E. How, of St. George’s, Delaware. 

Thomas W. Fleming is a republican in 
politics, and has served twelve years as chair- 
man of the Republican Executive Committee 
of Marion. He was offered the consularship 
to Venice, Italy, by Blaine, during Benjamin 
Harrison’s administration, but was compelled 
to decline on account of the numerous busi- 


ness enterprises that demanded his personal | 


attention. Mr. Fleming is a Blue Lodge, 
Chapter and Commandery Mason and _ has 
attained the 33d degree of Scottish Rite in 
that old and world-wide fraternity. He has 
been a member of Marion Lodge, No. 11, 
Independent Order of Odd _ Fellows 
1870, served one term as Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of West Virginia, and was 
Grand Representative from the state to the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge of the Independent 


since 


Order of Odd Fellows, that met at Toronto, 


Canada, in 1880, and at Cincinnati in 1881. 
Mr. Fleming helped organize the old Farmers’, 
and its successor, the People’s Bank of Fair- 
mont, and served as a director in the latter 
until 1893, when he resigned. He helped to 
organize the Fairmont Development and the 
Fairmont Investment and Construction com- 
panies, and was one of the promoters of that 
scheme which had for its object the building 
of the Pennsylvania and West Virginia rail- 
road. He is secretary of the Paw-Paw Coal 
company, which owns over three thousand 
acres of valuable coal land, whose develop- 
ment will soon be commenced. 


‘In 1891 Thomas W. Fleming was elected | 


as mayor of Fairmont, on the Progressive 
Improvement ticket, and under his adminis- 


tration the municipal improvement and town | 


progress commenced and the water works were 
built. At the close of his term he was re- 





elected, and during his second term secured 
the bricking and the widening of the side- 
walks, and induced the Fairmont and Grafton 
Natural Gas company to lay their pipes into 
the town, and light the streets and houses. 
He did much, as mayor, to make the “ Greater 
Fairmont” possible within his own day and 
The wonderful growth of the 
United States in material wealth and commer- 


generation. 


cial power has been largely the result of the 
free industrial energy of the intelligent and 
Thomas W. Fleming, by his 
career of industry, his intelligent direction of 


active citizen. 


large enterprises, and his public-spirited course 
life, has contributed his 
share to the material, intellectual and moral 


of action through 


progress and development of his native and 
well-loved state of West Virginia—the storm- 
star on the banner of the great Republic. 


le C. POWELL, editor and pro- 

prietor of the West Virginian, a leading 
and influential paper in the northern part of 
the State, is the only child of Joseph H. and 
Sarah A. (Pugh) Powell, and was born at 
Clarksburg, Harrison county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), May 4, 1846. 
grandfather Powell was a native of Fauquier 


His great- 


county, where he married a Miss Janney. 
After his marriage he removed to Monongalia 
county, and purchased a farm on which his 
son, Chalfant Powell, was born and reared. 
Chalfant Powell was a farmer by occupation 
and lived and died on the home farm. He 
married and reared a large family of children, 
one of his sons being Joseph H. Powell, the 
father of the subject of this sketch. 
H. Powell served an apprenticeship in a print- 


Joseph 


ing-office and became a publisher and editor. 
He published the Virginza Shield and other 
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papers in Morgantown, in Monongalia county, 
and was also engaged in the printing and pub- 
lishing business at Clarksburg. He left Monon- 
galia county, where he owned a farm, with the 


intention of pushing westward, but arriving at | 


Clarksburg he yave up the idea and remained 
there. He was a clear and interesting writer, 
and some of his articles on Indian border war- 
fare and other subjects were read with atten- 
tion and have been frequently quoted. Mr. 
Powell was courteous and entertaining. 


married Sarah A. Pugh,- of Clarksburg, who 


He | 


gate from the Second Congressional district 
in 1884, to the republican national convention 
that nominated James G. Blaine for president. 

The West Virginian, under Mr. Powell’s 
management, has become a wide-awake and 
influential republican paper, whose circulation 
extends beyond the limits of Marion county. 
Local matters are carefully chronicled and 
general news of importance receives due space, 
as Mr. Powell gives his readers a paper that 
contains the news as well as the political hap- 


| penings of the day, and at the same time freely 


died in 1847. Larmer C. Powell received his | 


education in the district schools, and at an | 


early age entered the printing-office of his 
father, where he learned the “‘art preservative 
of all arts.” After learning the trade of print- 
ing he worked as a journeyman until January, 
1874, when he became a partner with A. H. 
Fleming in the publication of the West Vir- 


gintan, at Fairmont. In 1884 Mr. Fleming 


died and C. M. Shinn purchased and owned | 


his interest until September, 1893, when Mr- 
Powell bought his share and became sole pro- 
prietor of the paper. 

On May 26, 1874, Mr. Powell married Lucy 
O. Reed, a daughter of Robert Reed, of New 
Martinsville, Wetzel county. To their union 
have been born four children: Joseph Ever- 
mont, Robert (dead), Wayne Reed and Thomas. 

In connection with his printing and publish- 
ing business Mr. Powell manages a farm which 
Fié 
member of Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Ancient, 


he owns in Monongalia county. is a 


Free and Accepted Masons, of which he is | 


now serving a third term as worshipful master, 
and a member of the Methodist Protestant 
church. Politically, he is a republican, and 
while earnestly advocating the claims of his 
party, yet is no office-seeker. The only office 


that he ever sought or held was that of dele- 





| 
| 
| 
| 


expresses his opinions of men and measures. 
The office of publication was destroyed in the 
fire of 1876, but was immediately rebuilt and 
fully equipped with everything that is neces- 
sary for the issue of the first-class weekly 
paper, which the /Vest Virginian is in every 


respect. 
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OHN WILLIAM MASON, a2 prominent 
and able lawyer of West Virginia, an ex- 
commissioner of internal revenue of the United 
States, and who, in 1882, came within ten 
votes of defeating William L. Wilson, the au- 
thor of the Wilson bill, and recently chair- 
man of the ways and means committee of the 
United States House of Representatives, is a 
son of John M. and Susan B. (Hutchinson) 
Mason, and was born near Smithtown, in what 


is now Clinton district, Monongalia county, 


Virginia(now West Virginia), January 13, 1842. 
The Masons are of English descent, and John 
Mason, the paternal grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch, was a native of Maryland, 
which he left in early life to settle in Preston 
county, this state, where his son, John M. 
Mason, was born on September 3, 1815. John 
M. Mason learned the trade of blacksmith, 
and at twenty years of age removed to near 


Smithtown, in Monongalia county, where he 
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died in January, 1884. He wedded Susan B. 


reared a family of four children, three sons | 
and one daughter: Ellen, who married Wil- | 


liam Malone, of Marion county, and is now 


deceased; Albert B., a practicing physician at | 
Wadestown, Monongalia county; John Wil- | 


liam, whose name appears at the head of this 
sketch; and James H., who was in the United 
States internal revenue service at the time of 
his death, in 1876. 

John W. Mason was reared in his native 
county, and received his education at the 


famous old Monongalia academy of Morgan- | 
town, from whose portals went forth many 


prominent men of West Virginia, Pennsylvania 
and Maryland. 


Leaving school, he volun- 


teered in defence of his country’s liberties, and | 
served as sergeant in battery “ F,” First West | 


Virginia artillery, from August 13, 1861, until 
September 14, 1865, when he was honorably 
discharged from the Federal service, at Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia. Returning from the army, 
he returned to school, and read law with J. 
Marshall Hagans, now judge of the third judi- 
cial district of West Virginia, and was admitted 
to the bar of Monongalia county in Novem- 
ber, 1867, and immediately commenced the 
practice of his profession at Grafton, Taylor 
county, West Virginia. He remained there 
until he was appointed commisioner of in- 





ternal revenue, and on retiring from office he | 


came to Fairmont, where he is building up as | 


lucrative and extensive a practice as he en- 
joyed at Grafton for so many years. 

On September 6, 1870, Mr. Mason married 
Rebecca E. Wallace, a daughter of John Wal- 
lace, of Morgantown. To their union have 


been born three children, of whom only one is | 


living, John W.,, jr. 
Mr. Mason is a member of the Presbyterian 





| church, and Grafton lodge, No. 75, Free and 
Hutchinson, of Monongalia county, and they | 


Accepted Masons. 

In politics Mr. Mason is a pronounced re- 
publican, whose unfaltering support has always 
been given to his party in its time of need or 
hour of defeat. 
nominee for the office of judge of the Supreme 


In 1888 he was the republican 


Court of West Virginia, and although polling 
the full strength of his own party, and receiv- 
ing some independent support, yet was not 
able to overcome the large majority of the 
opposition. In 1882, on account of his popu- 
larity and strength, he was selected by his 
party as candidate for congress in the second 
district, which had been strongly democratic 
since 1874, and came within ten votes of de- 
feating his opponent, Professor William L. 
Wilson, author of the celebrated Wilson bill, 
recently chairman of the ways and means com- 
mittee of the United States House of Represen- 
tatives, and now postmaster-general under 
President Cleveland. On March 20, 1889, Mr. 
Mason was appointed by President Harrison 
commissioner of internal revenue, and served 
until April 20, 1893. 

As a political leader he possesses the rare 
qualities of tact, energy and foresight, and has 
served as the member for West Virginia of the 
Although ag- 


gressive in character his political speeches are 


national executive committee. 


| logical and argumentative, and deal calmly 


but boldly with men and measures. 

As alawyer Mr. Mason studies closely every 
detail of the cases which he tries in court for 
all there is in them. His clear statement of 
facts, his strong and logical arguments, his 
able summary of evidence, and his compre- 
hensive knowledge of the law, make him one 
of the leading lawyers of his state. 

John W. Mason is a courteous and genial 


gentleman, an able political leader, and in 
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every respect a useful citizen and useful man. 
He is a sound, practical, and convincing 
speaker, an able lawyer, and a man of in- 
and 


tegrity and high standing. Popular 


useful, he has attained well-deserved promi- | 


nence in the state he loves so well, and whose 
soil in youthful days he helped to defend from 
invasion, bloodshed and devastation. 


——_ o—_—__——. 


APTAIN FRANK BURT, a prominent 
candidate for governor of West Virginia, 
and other high offices, on the prohibition 
ticket, and one of the best known and influen- 
tial business men of the state, has been closely 
identified with interests of Marion county and 
the ‘“ New Dominion” by over a quarter of a 
century’s residence and active business life 
within their limits, where he has well performed 
every duty of good citizenship, and has ever 
been watchful for the public weal. 
He is a son of Hon. Friend H. 
Maria (Hodges) Burt, and was born at New 


and 


Boston, Berkshire county, 
June 25,1841. The Burt family is of English 
ancestry, and its new 


Massachusetts, 


world founder was 
Henry Burt, who came to Roxbury, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1640, and whose history is given 
in the sketch of Hon. Friend H. Burt, which 
appears elsewhere in this volume, and also 
contains the ancestry of the subject of this 
sketch. 

Captain Frank Burt was reared principally 
in the state of New York, and received 
his education at Susquehanna Seminary and 
Windsor Academy, in the southern part of 
that state. 

Captain Burt, at the age of twenty, in the 
1861, at 
county, New York, recruited a company of 


summer of Corbetsville, Broome 


eighty-three men — “ Dickinson Guards ’— 








and was commissioned captain, with that rank 


| from October 31, 1861, by Governor E. D. 


Morgan. He participated in all the engage- 
ments of his company, and by his valor and 
bravery won the admiration of all. He was 
ever on duty, and was a kind and efficient 
officer. When he was honorably discharged, 
in 1864, at Folley Island, South Carolina, he 
was acting in the capacity of colonel, com- 
manding his regiment—Eighty-ninth infantry 
—but had 


such. 


not received his commission as 


Returning from the army, Captain Burt pur- 
chased a tannery at Brookdale, Susquehanna 
county, Pennsylvania, and associated with him- 
self in its operation Henry C. Knight, under 
the firm-name of Burt and Knight. Two years 
later he withdrew from the firm, and came, 
with his father, to Mannington, Marion county, 
where they purchased a tannery, and con- 
ducted one of the largest tanning and general 
mercantile businesses in the state for twenty 
years, under the firm title of F. H. Burt and 
Son. At the end of that time, 1887, his 
brothers William P. and Caleb were admitted 
as partners under the firm-name of F. H. 
Burt and Sons. The last-named firm contin- 
ued until the death of F. H. Burt, in 1880, 
when the heirs obtained a charter and formed 
the Burt Manufacturing company, with a cap- 
ital of $100,000, all of which shares are held 
by members of the family. The officers of 
Caleb Burt, 
and Captain 


this company are: president ; 
William P. Burt, secretary ; 
Frank Burt, treasurer. The company em- 
ploys a force of twenty men, and have an 
annual product of thirty-three thousand sides 
of rough leather. 

Captain Burt, after having entered the Burt 
Manufacturing company, also became a mem- 


ber and the president of the Burt Oil company, 
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chartered in 1890, with a capital stock of | 


$500,000, entirely owned by him and the 
other members of his father’s family. 
Burt Oil company drilled the first oil-pro- 
ducing well in Marion county, and afterwards 
sank a well to the Gordon sand and produced 
the first Gordon oil. 
nearly eight thousand acres of oil territory in 
Marion and Harrison counties, on which they 


have twenty-five producing wells out of a total | 


number of thirty that they have drilled. 


Besides being actively and extensively en- | 


gaged in the leather and oil business, Captain 
Burt has found time to continue in several 
enterprises in which he embarked some years 
back, and to engage in companies recently 
formed. He has been for some years a mem- 
ber of the general mercantile firm of Johnson 


and Burt, of Mannington, and the Sterling | 


Medicine company, of Wheeling, and one of 
the directors of the Exchange Bank of Man- 
He is 
a member of the wholesale leather firm of 


nington, which he helped to organize. 


Chapman and Burt, of No. g Ferry street, 


New York city, and a trustee of Prohibition | 


park, on Staten Island. 

On October 
united in marriage with May E. Merchant, of 
Guilford, New York. Their union has been 


3, 1870, Captain Burt was 


blessed with two children, a son and a daugh- | 
ter: Van M., a student at Oberlin College, | 
Ohio; and Ada M., attending school at Man- | 


nington. 
Captain Franklin Burt is a member and 


ruling elder of the Mannington Presbyterian | 


church, of whose Sunday-school he has been 


superintendent for twenty-one years, and has | 


served as delegate in synods, councils and 


general assemblies of Presbyterianism in the | 


United States. 
ton Lodge, No. 31, Free and Accepted Ma- 


He is a member of Manning- 


The | 


This company owns | 








sons; Orient Chapter, No. 9, Royal Arch 
Masons, and Crusade Commandery, No. 6, 
He has filled 
all the chairs in the different Masonic bodies, 
and was the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of West Virginia in 1891. 


Knight Templars, of Fairmont. 


Politically Captain Burt is a prohibitionist. 
In 1888 he was a candidate for congress in 
the middle district, and four years later, as the 
prohibition nominee for governor of West 
Virginia, doubled the vote of his party in his 
In 1892 he started at Wheeling Zhe 
Corner Stone, which is the official organ of the 


state. 


prohibition party in West Virginia, and which 
has won its way so rapidly that it has now a 
circulation of nearly eight thousand copies. 
His name is prominently mentioned in con- 
nection with the highest nominations within 
the gift of the prohibition party. He is public- 
spirited and generous, and when he perceived. 
the need of a proper house to accommodate a 
certain grade of school in Mannington district 
he erected a complete building, well-fitted to 
fill the want. 
hundred dollars, he presented to the board of 


This house, costing him fifteen 


education to be used for school purposes as 
long as they provided a teacher. 

Franklin Burt was born to the inheritance 
of a noble character and a good name, which 
he has preserved untarnished through every 
trial and vicissitude of life in the great busi- 
ness world, in which he is so potent a factor 
and so conspicuous a figure. He is one of 
the representative business and public men of 
the state, who have not only deserved success, 


but who have won it. 


————_—_@———__—__ 


OSEPH M. FLEMING, an active business 
man of Fairmont, and a California gold 
miner of 1856, and who has an honorable 
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record among the intelligent and substantial 


citizens of Marion county, is a son of John S. | 


and Nancy Ann (Fleming) Fleming, and was 


born on the farm where he now resides, near | 


the borough limits of Fairmont, Marion 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia), June 25, 
1832. The ancestry of the Flemings is traced 
back to the old-world kingdom of Scotland, 
through the Delaware founders of the Ameri- 
can branch of the Fleming family, whose 
genealogy is given under the last-named 
title in another place in this volume. The 
downward direct of the 
subject of this sketch is as follows: William 
Fleming, Benoni Fleming and John S. 
Fleming, the latter of whom has extended 


line of descent 


mention in the biography of James Riley 
Fleming. 

The boyhood days of Joseph M. Fleming 
were passed on his father’s farm, on which 
stood the old log subscription school house in 
which young Fleming received his education. 
Leaving school he sought for an industrial 
pursuit in preference to farming, and engaged 
in the saw-mill business, which he followed 
with varying fortunes up to 1856. In that 
year he joined in the restless tide of emigration 
toward the golden lands of the setting sun. 
No great trans-continental iron pathway of 
commerce then spanned the continent, and 
those who sought then for fortune in the 
gold-bearing sands of California, had either 
the overland, wearisome and dangerous Santa 
Fe trail, or the longer sea routes connected 
by the isthmus of Panama, with its malaria 
and dangerous fevers. Mr. Fleming went by 
the Panama route, and after a wearisome and 
dangerous trip of twenty-six days arrived in 
California, where he spent seven years as a 
miner, and saw the wonderful development of 


gold-mining from its initial stage of sand- | 








washing by hand to its present condition of 
rock-crushing by ponderous and costly ma- 
chinery. Leaving the “Gold State” in 1863, 
he returned to his native county, and built a 
large saw and planing-mill at Fairmont, which 
he operated successfully for over twenty 
years. While in business at Fairmont he be- 
came interested in the Barnesville Manufac- 
turing company, of which he is still a member 
and a director. Mr. 
a valuable farm, a part of which lies within 


Fleming now owns 


the present borough limits of Fairmont. 
Politically he is a republican, and in religion 
has been for many years a Methodist Protes- 
tant, holding useful membership in the church 
of that religious denomination. He isa mem- 
ber of the board of education of Fairmont, and 
has always advocated a sound and economical 
educational policy, providing for everything 
needed in the line of true progress, but risk~ 
ing no uncertain experiments nor counte- 
nancing useless expenditures. As a business 
man, Joseph M. Fleming is industrious, per- 
severing and attentive, courteous in his trans- 
actions, prompt in meeting all his obligations, 
and well known for honesty and integrity. A 
warm friend, a useful citizen and an honorable 
man, his career has been in its latter part one 
of well-deserved success. 

On January 18, 1866, Joseph M. Fleming 
was united in marriage with Pleasant Eakin, 
a daughter of Josephus Eakin. To this union 
have been born eight children, five sons and 
three daughters: Lovey H., wife of Frank 
H. Shore, of Fairmont; Harold S., who mar- 
ried Annie Brown, and is a resident of Fair- 
mont; John W.; Forest H., of Fairmont ; 
Achsah, Maud, Eva L., and Joseph C. 

For over forty years Joseph M. Fleming 
has had a life of varied changes and different 


lines of business, from the uncertainty of Cali- 
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fornia gold-mining to the more substantial 


and industrial pursuits of lumbering and 


manufacturing, and in every line and in every 


change he has conducted his operations in a 
legitimate and honorable manner. 


———_> —_—_. 


SBY STEVENS, of Palatine, an affable 


gentleman and an able minister, and , 


one of the finest linguists in the United States, 
is a son of Silas and Mary (Trickett) Stevens, 
and was born in Monongalia county, Virginia 
“(now West Virginia), April 12, 1819. The 
Stevens family in West Virginia is of New 
England origin and was resident there at an 
early day in the colonial history of this coun- 
try. John Stevens left one of the New Eng- 
land states about the commencement of the 
present century, and made for himself a tem- 
porary 
from which in 1809 he removed to Monon- 


home in Louden county, Virginia, 


galia county, where his life-labors ceased in 


1846, when he passed to the great beyond at | 


He 


was a farmer, a Methodist and a democrat, 


the ripe old age of eighty-four years. 


‘and reared a family of five sons and three 
Rev. 
(father), was born in Louden county, Virginia, 


daughters. His son, Silas Stevens 


in 1787, and in 180g came to Monongalia | 


county, which he afterwards left to become a 


resident of Marion county, where his earthly | 


pilgrimage came to a close in February, 1871, 


when he passed from time to eternity at the | 


age of eighty-four years. He followed farm- 


ing mainly for a livelihood, and in politics | 


was a democrat up to the commencement of 


the late Civil War, after which he supported | 


He 
was aclass leader more than forty years in 


the principles of the republican party. 


the Methodist Episcopal church, and gave 
freely of his means and his time for the ad- 











vancement of public morality and the spread 
of Christianity in every locality in which he 
resided. 
Trickett, and after her death to Mary Shrader, 


He was twice married, first to Mary 


by whom he had a family of eight children. 
His first wife, Mary Trickett, who died in 
1831, leaving eight children, five sons and 


| three daughters, was a daughter of Rev. 


Joseph Trickett (maternal grandfather), a min- 
ister of the Established Church of England. 
He was sent to this country prior the Revolu- 
tionary War, in which he sided with the colo- 
nists. After that great struggle he followed 
teaching, his services in that line being in 
demand and highly appreciated, as he was a 
man of fine education and ranked high asa 
thorough scholar and successful teacher. 
Rev. Asby Stevens was reared in his native 
county, received his education at Monongalia 
academy, of Morgantown, Monongalia county, 
and West Liberty academy, of Ohio county, 
and then was engaged in teaching for a few 
years. His literary studies had been pursued 
with a view to entering the ministry, but his 
health was such that after being licensed he 
could not do regular ministerial work for 
many years, and during that time followed 
teaching and pursued a wide range of reading 
and advanced courses of study, embracing 
mathematics, natural philosophy and the lan- 
He entered the West Virginia con- 
In 1860 he moved to Ohio 


guages. 
ference in 1848. 
and taught graded school in Woodsfield three 
years, andin 1863 moved to near Morgantown 
and traveled Monongalia circuit, and in 1864 
moved to Charleston and served that station 
Taught in Charleston and Point 
Pleasant union schools. In 1867 moved from 
Point Pleasant, Mason county, to Morgantown 
and in 1875 to Palatine. His health was so 
much improved that he was made effective in 


one year. 
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1881, and did regular pastoral work until 1888, 
when he retired from active ministerial labor. 
He taught for twenty-five years, and has spent 
nineteen years in ministerial work. 


On April 15, 1840, Mr. Stevens was united | 
in marriage with Mahala Baker, a daughter of | 


Samuel Baker, of Monongalia county. 
Rev. Asby Stevens laid the foundation of 
his accurate, broad and classical scholarship 


in Monongalia and West Liberty academies, | 
the leading educational institutions of western | 


Virginia, prior to the late Civil War. Leaving 
school he continuously prosecuted his studies 
and has attained a ripe scholarship. He made 
language, both modern and ancient, a specialty, 
and can now read and speak with ease and 
fluency ten different languages. As alinguist 
he has few superiors in the United States. . Of 
fine scholarship, of broad culture and of pleas- 
ing manners and unselfish nature, Rev. Asby 
Stevens has given all the active years of his 
life for the intellectual, moral and spiritual 


good of his fellow-man. 


Geos W. L.. MAYERS, one of the 

pioneer business men, and a_ present 
enterprising citizen of Fairmont, is a pupil 
from the great school of practical life in which 
usefulness is learned, and independence and 
He 


class of men whose lives of usefulness are 


perseverance acquired. is one of that 


examples worthy of 


monuments left to future generations. 


vember 17, 1531. John Mayers was born in 


Berkeley county, and afterwards removed to | 


Clark county, Virginia, where he passed the 
remainder of his life in agricultural pursuits. 


He married Violet P. Gardner, who was a 
2—4 


imitation,—enduring- 
He is | 
a son of John and Violet P. (Gardner) Mayers, | 
and was born in Clark county, Virginia, No- | 








| 
| 


native of Jefferson county, Virginia, and a 
daughter of William Gardner. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Mayers were born eight children. 
George W. L. Mayers was reared in his 
native county, where he received his educa- 
tion and learned the trade of carpenter, which 
He then entered 
the employ of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road company. as bridge builder, and after 


he followed for eight years. 


some time spent in their service in the states 
of Maryland, Ohio and West Virginia, he 
embarked in business for himself as a con- 
tractor and builder at Fairmont, to which he 
had removed in 1860. He has built many of 
the finest residences, and erected some of the 
most durable and handsome business buildings 
of Fairmont, among the latter of which is the 
First National banking house. His home 
work was of such a nature as to draw atten- 
tion from all who saw it, and soon caused him 
to receive orders and patronage from a dis- 
tance and from large towns, where he has 
erected some very fine and handsome private 
residences and public structures. 

On December 11, 1860, Mr. Mayers was 
united in marriage with Mary E. Fleming. 
To their union have been born eleven children, 
of whom four are dead, three passing away in 
early infancy, and one, a daughter named 
Gussie, having reached the age of fourteen at 
the time of her death. 
Annie V., wife of R. L. Cunningham, an 
undertaker of Fairmont; Wilber S., who is 


Those living are: 


now in Chili, South America, where he is 
settling up the estate of his uncle, Stephen H. 
Mayers, who was engaged in extensive busi- 
ness operations in that country; Charles H., 
who is now a resident of the national capital, 
where he is conducting a large coal business ; 
Ollie, wife of Professor H. N. Ogden, a pro- 
gressive and prominent educator of the State, 
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and now holding an important professorship in | 


the law department of the University of | 


Chicago; C. Edward, at home; George M., 
attending school, and Dayton L., the young- 
est, also at school. 

In politics, George W. L. Mayers has 


always supported the cardinal principles of 


the republican party in all of its great struggles | 


for existence or supremacy. While taking no 
decided or important part in political affairs, 
he has never refused to serve his fellow-citi- 
zens in an official character when solicited, 
and was mayor of Fairmont for one year. In 


early life, devoting himself to mechanical pur- 


suits, he has never allowed himself to be | 
drawn away for any length of time from his | 


particular lines of construction work, except 
when engaged in some enterprise for the 
material benefit of his town or county. 

He built and operated for a short time the 


first planing mill in Marion county, and after- 
wards helped to organize the Fairmont Elec- | 


tric Light and Power company, of which he 
As a 
is of an 


served as president for three years. 
contracter and builder his work 





enduring character, and the magnificent court- | 


house of Harrison county and the splendid | 


court-house of Monongalia county, are endur- 
ing monuments of his skill and business 
ability. 

Mr. Mayers is a man of fine personal ap- 
pearance, affable in manner and pleasing in 
address, and generous and hospitable. 
reliable, responsible, and of thorough integrity 
and unquestioned honor. His business life 
has been one of success, attributable to those 


sterling qualities which he possesses—sound 


He is | 


judgment, quick perception, activity, and in-_ 


tegrity. 


OHN C. FEAR, an extensive and prosper- 
ous farmer and stock-dealer of Marion 
county, is emphatically among the most use- 
ful business men of his section of the state of 
West Virginia. Heisason of William and 
Hulda (Coddington) Fear, and was born in 
that part of Allegany county which is now 
Garrett county, Maryland, December 27, 1834. 
The Fears trace their ancestry far back into 
the history of one of the states of the mighty 
German empire, whose unification was brought 
about by William I. and Bismarck. The pa- 
ternal grandfather of John C. Fear left the 
“Fatherland” to settle in western Maryland, 
when the eighteenth century was drawing to 
a close. His son, William Fear (father), was 
born in what is now Garrett county, Mary- 
land, May 2, 1798. 
hotel-keeper at Keyser’s Ridge, in his native 
county, which he left in 1849 to settle at 


He was a farmer and 


Laurel Point, in Monongalia county, West 
Virginia, where he owned and operated for 
some time a flouring mill, store and farm. 
From Laurel Point he removed to Morgan- 
town, and subsequently to Arnettsville, in 
the same county, where he died in 1882, at 
He 


was a Methodist, and a republican, serving as 


the advanced age of eighty-four years. 


a steward in his church, and coming from the 
whig to the republican party when the former 
failed to meet the requirements of public sen- 
timent in the United States. 
His first wife, whose maiden name 


He was twice 
married. 
was Hulda Coddington, was a daughter of 
Benjamin Coddington, a farmer of western 
Maryland. To William and Hulda Fear were 
born a family of nine children, five sons and 
four daughters: Jasper, who died in boyhood; 
Benjamin, a merchant for many years in 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and now a resi- 
dent of Princeton, Illinois; John C., subject; 
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William Henry, a prominent business man of | and is practical and useful in the active pur- 


Warrinco, Iowa; Hannah and Lavina, both 
deceased ; Sarah Ann, who married Asa Frey, 
and is now dead, and Mary, now deceased. 
John C. Fear, like all farmers’ sons in the 
first half of the present century, received his 
education in the old subscription schools, at- 


tending them first in Maryland, and then in | 


western Virginia. From the school room to 


the farm was a short but a very popular step 


John C. Fear left school to engage in farming, 
which has constituted a large part of his life- 
work ever since. He soon added a new work 
to his farming operations, and commenced 
dealing in stock, a line of business in which 
he has been successful up to the present time. 
In 1867 he removed from Monongalia county 
to his present fine farm of four hundred and 
fifteen acres of choice land on Minister’s run, 
a branch of little Paw Paw creek, in Paw Paw 
district, Marion county. His farm is well- 
adapted to grain and grazing, has been highly 
improved, and is underlaid with a heavy vein 


of excellent coal. Mr. Fear buys large num- 


bers of cattle in Nicholas, Braxton, Webster | 


and Clay counties, dealing mainly in stock 
cattle, and having at all times from seventy- 
five to a hundred head on his home farm. In 
politics he was a democrat until 1892, since 
which year he has been a conservative inde- 





pendent, voting for the man whom he consid- | 


ered best qualified for the office, regardless of 
party affiliations. While the office of super- 


visor was in existence he represented Paw Paw | 
district for two years as a member of the | 


county board of supervisors. 
ber of the Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free and 
Accepted Masons. Mr. Fear is a man of 
good practical judgment, clear insight and 


ready action. He has correct business habits, 


He is a mem- | 


suits of life. 

On May 13, 1856, John C. Fear married 
Miss E. A. Jemison,a daughter of John Jemi- 
son, a farmer and stock-dealer of Monongalia 
county. To this union have been born eight 
children: J. A., who is a successful farmer of 
Marion county; Lon and Roy, who are both 
dead; Ella, married Clark Ritch, and is now 


| dead; Belle, wedded W. D. Straight, and died 
for the young men of West Virginia, and thus | 


some time after her marriage ; John W., en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits on the home 
farm; Grace, wedded Thomas Nay, a con- 
tractor of Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and now 
with the well-known contracting firm of Ben- 
nett and Talbot ; and Claud, still at home. 





o—_—_—__— 
| aoe DOWNS, a prosperous and enter- 
prising farmer of Lincoln district, 


Marion county, West Virginia, is a son of 
James and Maria (Rex) Downs, and was born 
ona farm in Lincoln district, Marion county, 
West Virginia, November 3, 1843. 

The family is of Irish ancestry, his great- 
grandfather, Benjamin Downs, having emi- 
grated from the Fatherland over a century ago 
and located in the state of Delaware. His 
son, Robert Downs, grandfather of Festus 
Downs, emigrated to Virginia and located at 
Fairmont when the site of that prosperous 
He took 
up a large tract of land in Lincoln district and 


town contained but two log houses. 


cleared a farm and devoted himself to agricul- 
ture. He married Mary White, a daughter of 
G. White, who was a coast sailor, and lost his 
life by being frozen to death. Two years after 
Robert Downs had located at Fairmont, his 
wife, desiring to visit the scenes of her youth, 
returned to Delaware and back on horseback, 
a distance of nine hundred miles, carrying her 


eldest child with her. 


‘ 





1 
- 4 ov f m 6ftt ehioeUu bas looitoeng at DAG 
ait Yo etiue 
. + “ scl raf = sae vi 

ot ma ff ANOL eet iE! = f aO 
a eZ 
-fins) 6A + tO 783A WuSD £ NO mal Fa § a petit 

; : ; ‘ 
on lo 1lssb-adsote bane ssi 5 noe 
wit need oval Now en OF PanOD 
% . ie ' ‘ ao Saks of. 
roi TF S39 Ft DW yA L PASI 
f 4 1 ont tae » =e a. os hee we 
IO VW YO On 1 VeHNOS Horst, 
won-2i bne omd anid bsnnem UE +. beob 
. °. -e * ' A ' . : 7 
b bas gdpind? . WV bebbew tea eed 
-no .W aio ; spsineim rsd voile om since 








t , f ‘ ly * “ ie ame 
emed oi no ativetuq imildsngs Aig 
r 
to s eh enmodT bebbew orn {evel 
.wen bes ninaviyennsd owoinoir U Io r0i2e 
7 pe ; 9 perm vant. OF 1% ¢lAbas 
-nsfl lo nmi gnitostinos nvrornsl-llsw silt nine 
of 4 t ~ » pet 
smo 9% Hite bust) bre; jocdiaT bag jon 
on — 
1 3 bos evenaqeore « OV WiOd 4 rae y 
I : mol 
ib nleoni] io x90. yaieng Pr 
, ro er 
j ) 2 ey jet “aAwOS Moms 
t ae. . ~ Y 
nod gow. bra ew EAGT) } BULLS brs zt nisl, 
wees nore Jarieib, rloon, (irik & 0 
2 r / ns 
PHOT - 3 100nfu> 7, & iis oie tes ra 
1H if -eesorm daml do ef “gins ofl 
- ved janet innaino8 IIA BAEID 
o Pgs f brntitsl ni ond mot BAY 
7 ri 7 ‘ P J be ees cul tog: 
. me hal i tite 3 bse ALi bees ‘ 
- . T, ae St 6 
5789 o vahinibaary «awe nedeA foe 
; rE ae 
ts basse! bas sintgri¥ of baiergimes any at 
7 — ! = 
;O1reryao ort tn “27 be 5 norl Ww de ayer y isl a 
dootsH .asenod pol ews tud boninines nwo 
ber i2ilb wher anes ni baal to tom spiel 6 qu 
cipal ; a a i 
“fy sot Viserntid baioveb bag mis) # beTASID 
a Soe JutW/ visld borane oH “a 
io stutgunt i. iWe ib ys ot ca? O55 aun 


iil deo) ban ,volise Janno & ‘eave onw oud . 2) 
(9918-2 ESY wisob 09 musa yoiod yd std 
vil sescinendbast tc betisodl bed anwod nodod 
noy ied Yo. eotso2 edt tieiv of gniniesb ,otiw 


a wl] i 


dondsetor no doad bas svewaloG of bomusa 


oil um 


| 


THICO VOTAAM 10 


sa tt mea alates 


{ 


iyVIRD eolirm bobaud oni lo soneteib Pa bas so i 
_ aed bial blido sesblo_ ; 




















































iltod yainnl ban aout 
yor ceA bohuen ow anA deo 
-beessovb won ol bas bs sien 

wit ni enoe ‘moans Ile t od; A a 
tid bovisve1 yiuinss Iasesig oft 

te eloorloe pune g blo of 
ai ast bos jboshywM ni dere 
of M1007 looroz odd sovd sis 
qate ialugoq wov 6 tud norte 2 
zudi bus sinignV¥ teoW to nom 


guinea ah opeygns of loonie pol a 


Hil eid to eq opis! & botusitenog 
grow wen & bebbs nooz oH. 


beonsmnines bas enoidrsqo- gel 
thsidhur ti zusniend Xo onthe ice 
.oenid Inoeorg ot oF qu [uteaan9) 
yWanos silegnonol moi bovomms: 
byrne: pn qhet Yo ori onal 3 
tor erooeien M ne baal sviorla 
we weil ni np i wei wed ‘obit 


aS 


“flow ni oad iH» Agno non 
wi a need endl pyniseyy bra nis 


‘diay ywaod # dtiw bishsbaw oid Mia 
miu ayshl « yad 109" 1 alt dso ) 
vstedeV/ notumt jeslodailh nis 
ni ‘visiam gnilesh ,esit 


wings mot zgseni? Us ds pnived 


24) 


aeniel 
> 


1 porte 


al amet sored eid no bes barb bot 
some co81 linw ig omeb & et 
bai sviizvisenes s .nsed aud 9 ot 
~biaseio it moriw eam gett 10) xe 
Yo sealbiage soffto odz x0} boitilat 


i9que to soffio ort oli W on 
wel wed boinsesqor ad son By 
ola to todmam £ es ain, OW a) 


“moms 2 oth puedes: 
brs an aM wgbol 1 


lo nem 6 et si ene 


7 
- €85. 





bass 2 


is mgbui, 


97) 109 ex oH 


FABTV See i 


wide 


7 


52 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





His children were James (father); John, | 


deceased; Emery, a farmer of Lincoln dis- 


trict; George, deceased, who served as a major | 
in the southern confederacy during the late | 


Civil War, and now engaged in farming in 
Calhoun county, West Virginia; Nancy, de- 
ceased, was the wife of Elisha Snyder of this 
county; Mary, wife of Silas Morgan of Lin- 
coln district. 

James Downs (father) was born in Kent 
county, Delaware, on September 29, 1805, 
and died in Marion county, West Virginia, on 
October 10, 1872. 
boy, and to farming he naturally took as a 
He was a 


He was reared a farmer 


means of securing a livelihood. 
progressive and extensive farmer, owning- 
seven hundred acres of land, to the cultivation 
of which he brought rare good judgment and 
business tact. As a collateral industry he 
devoted considerable attention to stock-raising. 

His wife’s maiden name was Maria Rex, 
of Lincoln district, and a descendant of one 
of the oldest families of the county. They 
had three sons and four daughters: Eber, of 
Monongah, this county; Sarah, the wife of 
A. O. Talkington, of Marion county; Festus, 
subject; Austin, a farmer of Doddridge 
county, West Virginia; Mary, wife of James 
Hoey, M. D., of Lewis county; Nancy, wife 
of William Brand, of Lincoln district; and 
Elizabeth, wife of L. H. Wilcox, a farmer of 
Lincoln district. Festus Downs was reared 
on his father’s farm. The free common-school 


system of the State had not yet been estab- | 
lished, and he secured his mental training inthe | 


subscription schools of the day. He took up 
farming, and he has pursued it with a more 
than ordinary degree of success all his life. 
“He owns three hundred and forty acres of 
good land, underlaid with a good quality of 


' coking coal, in the Mannington oil belt. He 


i 





| 
| 
| 
| 


was a member of the State militia, and upon 
the occasion of Jones’ raid, took part in the 
skirmish at Fairment, where he was taken 
prisoner, but was paroled within six hours. 
He isa democrat in political faith and practice, 
and has served as a member of the board of 
education in his district. 

January 17, 1867, he married Amanda M., 
a daughter of Byram Wamsley, formerly a 
farmer of Lincoln district, but now of Ritchie 
county, this state. To this union have been 
born three children: Cora, wife of Elmer 
Atha, a farmer of Mannington district, Marion 
county; James W.,a farmer of Lincoln dis- 


trict; and Stella, deceased. 


—_—_—$_o____— 


Fenscive: vo R. MceCRAY, who served as 
a Union soldier in the late great Civil 
War, and now owns and cultivates a large 


' and valuable farm near Fairmont, is a son 


of Andrew E. and Anna (Wood) Fleming 
McCray, and was born on the farm where he 
now resides, about a mile and a half from 
Fairmont, in what is now Marion county, 
West Virginia,on May 18,1827. His paternal 
grandfather, William McCray, was one of the 
many natives of Ireland who came to America 
during the latter part of the last century to 
seek homes and a freer life than what they 
enjoyed in the “Emerald Isle.” William 
McCray settled on Buffalo creek, in what is 


| now the northern part of this county. He 


was a farmer by occupation, and died at what 
is known as White Rock hill. His son, An- 
drew E. McCray, was born on Buffalo creek, 
in what called the Paw Paw district, 
and died near Fairmont, June 15, 1870. In 
early life he came to near Fairmont, and pur- 


is 


chased a farm of one hundred acres, on which 
he passed the remainder of his life, chiefly 
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engaged in agricultural pursuits. When a 
young man he learned the trade of black- 
smith, at which he worked some at different 
times after coming to the vicinity of Fairmont. 
Andrew E. McCray was a whig and republi- 
can in politics, and married Mrs. Anna 
(Wood) Fleming, who was born March 26, 
1786, and died May 5, 1871, leaving four 
children: Alpheus E., born 
1821, and died June 7, 1858; Louisa, born 


February 25, 


February 23, 1823, and died July 4, 1861; | 


Elizabeth A., born January 26, 1825, and died 
August 3, 1861; and Raymond R., born 
May_18, 1827. 

Raymond R. McCray received his educa- 
tion in the old subscription schools of his 
time, and grew to manhood onthe home farm. 
At thirteen years of age he commenced driv- 
ing a team, and after several years spent in 
teaming, he engaged in rafting lumber on the 
Monongahela river, going as far down as 
Brownsville, 1851, Mr. 
McCray quit the business of rafting timber 


Pennsylvania. In 
and purchased 103 acres of the home farm, 
which he greatly improved, and upon which 
he Mr. McCray 
served asa Union soldier in the late Civil 
War, being a member of company “ F,” Twelfth 


has resided ever since. 


West Virginia, from his time of enlistment, 
February 19, 1863, until August 15, 1865, 
when he was honorably discharged from the 


- Federal service at Richmond, Virginia. He 


| 
| 








is a republican: politically, and has been a> 


member for several years of Marion Lodge, 


No. 11, and Encampment, No. 6, of the Inde- | 


pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 


Mr. McCray | 


isa man of good business qualities and of | 


excellent standing, and is a public-spirited 
citizen, who takes a deep interest in the mate- 
rial prosperity of his section and his county. 


MOS W. CUNNINGHAM, who is a lead- 

ing farmer of Marion county, West 
Virginia, and who has been identified with 
the growth and prosperity of the town of 
Rivesville since 1872, is a son of Ezekiel 
Fielden and Dorcas (Arnett) Cunningham, 
and was born near Hoodsville, Marion county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), March 4, 1849. 
After attending the district schools for some 
time, he and some twenty other young men 
formed a class and employed Professor Meyer 
After this 
he attended the Palatine graded school, then 


to instruct them for a few months. 


under the charge of Professor William Gray. 

Leaving school, he was engaged for five 
years in teaching. In 1875 he engaged in the 
general mercantile business at Rivesville, and 
two years later turned his attentian to buying 
grazing cattle, which he shipped to the eastern 
markets up to 1888. In that year and two 
years later he purchased his present farm, 
Riverside, of one hundred and sixty acres, 
which is near Rivesville, and is all underlaid 
with coal, and is nearly all choice meadow land 
and very fertile. He is now engaged in farm- 
ing and stock-raising, Southdown sheep a 
specialty, and a grower of Hambletonian or 
small horses, anda fine grade of cattle. be- 
lieving it piys best to handle nothing but the 
best of stock, an opinion that his successful 
Mr. 


Cunningham is a democrat, and takes a lively 


experience has most entirely verified. 


interest in politics, and was a member of the 
board of education for a number of years. 
He has always been a friend of the public 
school system, which he has supported at 
times to his own pecuniary loss. 

He took special interest in getting a graded 
school in his own town. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church South, and 


was one of twelve who formed the first church 
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organization of his town, and assisted in the | 


| 


building of the first church of his town, and is | 
a member of Fairmont Lodge, No. 11, Inde- | 


pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 
1872, Mr. Cunningham married Sarah F. 
Vankirk, only daughter of Elizabeth Low 
Vankirk, of Rivesville, whose maiden name 
was Morgan. She was a grand-daughter of 


David Morgan of Indian fame. She married 


On April 30, | 


and acres of land, on a part of which there are 
now seven wells drilled for oil, one-eighth of 
On 


this land are fine meadows, a part of which 


which sold for thirteen thousand dollars. 


has been mowed fifty-nine years in succession. 
To them were born seven children, six sons 


and one daughter: James, who located in 


Joseph Vankirk, who came in 1845 from | 


Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, to Rivesville, where | 


he followed merchandising, and shipped grain 


Cincinnati, and was very successful in his 
avocation. He died July 28, 1852. 
Vankirk died July 16, 1891. 


vindication of the Christian religion—her | 


death, its signal triumph. She suffered long, 
but with patient Christian submission. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cunningham have four children: 
Nellie Vankirk, attending the Fairmont State 
Normal school; Mollie Lemley, Grove Frank- 
lin, and Lizzie D. Moss. 

The Cunninghams are of Scotch-Irish de- 
. scent, and John Cunningham, the great-grand- 
father of Amos W. Cunningham, was born in 


Mrs. | 
Her life was a | 





Scotland, but removed with his parents to | 


Mayo county, Ireland. He came from Ire- 
land before 1800, alone, so far as is known. 
He was married in Pennsylvania to a woman 
of German descent, and then located on Red 


Stone creek, near Uniontown, Pennsylvania, | 


with two other families, Thompson and Dar- — 
rah. After a time he removed to Monongalia | 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia), and | 


located on the head waters of Big Indian 
creek, near a fort known as Amos fort, into 
which they could repair at night after daily 
labor on their farms, where they would be 
secure and safe from the Red man’s tomahawk 
during slumber. He took up about a thous- 


| 


Logan county, Ohio; Robert, located in 
Monongalia county, West Virginia; David, 
located in Washington county, Ohio; Ezekiel, 
located in Marion county, West Virginia; 


| John, located in Marion county, West Vir- 
down the Monongahela river to Pittsburg and | 


ginia, on the waters of little Paw Paw creek ; 
Joshua, located in Manor, but later removed 
to Kossuth county, Iowa, and Elizabeth, born 
1785, married William Stuart in 1815, and 
died 1852. 
above, died in 1821,and was buried on Manor 


John Cunningham, father of the 


The said Cunning- 
John Cun- 


ningham was born on Jndian creek in 1782, 


farm, as was also his wife. 
ham was a farmer by avocation. 


and in early life became a pioneer settler near 
the mouth of little Paw Paw creek, where he 
died on his farm in 1867. 
King. To them were born ten children, the 


He married Sarah 


youngest of which was Ezekiel Fielden, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, who was 
born in 1828 on Paw Paw creek, where he re- 
sided until h:s death, in 1879. In 1847 he 
married Dorcas Arnett, who was a daughter 
of William Arnett, who died in 1872. Their 
children were Amos W., subject; John N., 
now in the wholesale commission business in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Sarah E., wife of A. 
S. Prichard; David D., who married Jeannette 
Clayton, and lives on Paw Paw creek, and 
Franklin E., who died in childhood. This 
particular family of Cunninghams were people 
of agricultural pursuits. Their calling led to 
quiet, peaceful and unostentatious lives. 
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OHN S. POPLE, leading merchant of | 
Palatine, and a self-made man of fine | 


business. qualifications, is the oldest son of | 
John and Margaret (Worman) Pople, and was | 


born at Laurel Iron Works, Union district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, May 15, 
1860. 

Rev. Edward Pople, his paternal grand- 


father, was born in Wales, and in 1842 came | 
to the United States, where he finally settled in | 


West Virginia, and died in Monongalia county, 


at the age of eighty-six years, in March, | 


1865. 
local minister in the Methodist church. His 


He followed coal-mining, and was a 


marriage resulted in the birth of ten children, | 


six sons and four daughters. His son, John 
Pople, was the father of the subject of this 
sketch. He was born in 1832, in Wales, and 
was brought ten years later by his parents to 
Monongalia county, which he left in 1865, to 
become a resident of Palatine, at which place 
he died April 18, 1878. 
occupation, and had no superior, either as a 
He 


enlisted in company “ L,” First West Virginia 


He was a miner by 
workman or as an expert in coal mines. 


cavalry and served for three years, participa- 
ting in the battles of Cross Keys, Romney, 
Winchester and Hunter's Raid. 
republican in politics and married a Miss 


He was a 


Evans, who died shortly after their marriage. 
After her death he married Margaret Worman, 





who is a native of Monongalia county, anda. 
daughter of Steven Worman. To his second — 


union were born four children: John S., sub- 
ject; E. P., residing at Palatine and engaged 


in mining; Dorsey, of the last-named place; ! 


Francis, now engaged in coal-mining in Fay- 
ette county, Pennsylvania. 

At five years of age, John S. Pople was 
brought by his parents to Palatine, where he 
received his education in the common schools 


and where he grew to manhood. At ten years 
of age he commenced to work in the coal 
In 
1884, he and James D. Lloyd opened a small 


mines, which he left fourteen years later. 


grocery store and meat market, which they 
ran for a year under the firm name of Lloyd 
At the end of that time they 
associated Charles Ohley with them, under 
the firm-title of Lloyd and Company. The 
business was prosecuted by the recognized 
firm successfully until 1886, when the grocery 
and meat market was transformed into a gen- 


and Pople. 


eral mercantile establishment. Five years 
later, M. D. Orr purchased Mr. Lloyd’s inter- 
est and the present firm of Orr and Pople was 
formed. Since then the new firm have several 
times enlarged their stock of goods to supply 
the large trade which they have gradually 
built up at Palatine and in the surrounding 
country. 

On December 21, 1884, Mr. Pople married 
Missouri Hawkins, a daughter of John Haw- 
kins, of Palatine. They have five children: 
Howard A., Edna O., Lawrence, Harry C. 
and John. 

In politics John S. Pople has always been 
identified with the republican party. He is a 
member of Setting Sun Tribe, No. 17, Im- 
proved Order of Red Men, and of Equitable 
Aid Union, No. 337. 
tablishment neat and attractive, handles every- 


Mr. Pople keeps his es- 


thing kept in a first-class general mercantile 
establishment, and looks carefully after the 
wants of his patrons. He has had valuable 
experience in merchandizing and has practical 
knowledge of business affairs; and while 
courteously listening to the reasoning of others, 
yet is never tempted into new or uncertain 
speculations, however forcibly recommended 
He is a quiet and unassuming, but a pleasant 


and entertaining gentleman. 
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C. Q. WILSON, M.D., who now ranks | 
with the most successful, skillful, and | 


able physicians of Marion county and northern | 
West Virginia, and who has a large and rap- | 


idly increasing practice at Mannington, is a 


son of William and Eliza (DeVault) Wilson, — 
| the late Dr. J. M. Lazzelle, of Fairmont, in 
Marion county, West Virginia, July 23, 1849. | 


and was born at Newport (now Catawba), 


Among those who came from western Mary- 


land to the waters of the upper Monogahela | 


river, in early days of settlement, was Stephen 
Wilson, the paternal grandfather of Dr. Wilson: 


By occupation Stephen Wilson was a farmer, | 


and when he settled in the vicinity of what is 
now Catawba, Marion county, he naturally 
turned his attention to farming, the main em- 
ployment of any new and thinly-settled section 
of country. He was one of the pioneer far- 
mers in the section in which he made a home 


for himself. He came in early life, and lived 


to be seventy-five years of age, being born in | 


1794 and dying in 1869. His son, William 
Wilson, was born in 1821, and died in 1849, at 


the early age of twenty-eight years, ere he had | 


fairly established himself in life. He was a 
teacher in the old subscription schools of the 


county, and wedded Eliza DeVault, who 


passed away before the close of the year in | 


which her husband died. She was born in 


Maryland, and her father, Abraham DeVault, | 
was a soldier in the War of 1812, serving in | 
Captain “ Buffalo” Morgan’s company of daring | 
Abraham DeVault came, | 
when a young man, from Maryland to Monon- | 


soldiers and scouts. 


galia county, where he lived a farmer's life | 
until his final summons came to pass to the | 
great beyond, when the snow of age had | 


whitened his locks. 


His parents both dying when he was an | 
infant, Dr. Wilson was taken by his maternal | 
_ grandfather, and grew to manhood in his | 





home. He received his education in the last 
of the old subscription schools, the first of the 
free schools, and the West Virginia University. 
Leaving the University, he taught school for 
two years, and then, in 1870, commenced the 


study of medicine under the preceptorship of 


whose office he read for several months. In 
the autumn of 1870 he matriculated in the 
Starling Medical College, of Columbus, Ohio, 
from which institution he was graduated in the 
class of 1872. Immediately after graduation 
he located at New Freeport, Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, where he practiced successfully 
until 1887, in which year he came to Manning- 
ton, Marion county, where he soon built up a 
good practice, and is now the oldest physician 
in years of practice. Dr. Wilson is a member 
of the Greene County (Pennsylvania) Medical 
Society, and the West Virginia State Medical 
Society; and while in Pennsylvania was 
president of his county medical society for 
one year; and served as a member of the 
board of censors of the Medico-Chirurgical 
College of Philadelphia. 


West Virginia, he was appointed as a member 


After coming to 


of the United States board of pension ex- 
aminers, and served during President Benjamin 
Dr. Wilson 


republican, but has never taken an active part 


Harrison’s administration. is a 
in politics, preferring to devote his time and 
attention to the many and arduous duties of 
his profession. He is a member of Dent’s run 
Baptist church, and Mannington Lodge, No. 
31, Free and Accepted Masons. He ts inter- 
ested in the prosperity of his borough, and in 
1882 wds one of the organizers of the Ex- 
change Bank of Mannington, of which he has 
served as director up to the present time. 

On June 24, 1874, Dr. Wilson was united 


in marriage with Lucy Owen, a daughter of I. 
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N. Owen, of Greene county, Pennsylvania. 
To Dr. and Mrs. Wilson have been born five 
children (two sons and three daughters) : 


| 


Charles J.. Mabel H. (deceased), Arla R., | 


Grace M., and Anna E. 

. Dr. Witson is a pleasant, affable and con- 
genial gentleman, who has made friends and 
gained respect and good-will wherever he has 


| Henry Burt, of English lineage and birth, and 


the founder of the numerous Burt families of 
America, who left his native land in 1638, to 
settle at Roxbury, then an infant Puritan and 


' early pioneer settlement of the Massachusetts 


resided. He is a constant reader and close | 


student, and endeavors to keep abreast of all | 


real and true progress made in the noble and | 


useful profession to which he has devoted his | 


life." The marked success he has attained is | 


the best commentary on the ability and skill 


which he has brought into his practice of | 


medicine, and it speaks more eloquently of | 


his professional fitness than any uttered or | 


written words could do. 


——$———$_a—___—_—. 


ON. FRIEND H. BURT, of Manning- | 


ton, a°man of abundant abilities, great 
force of character, and remarkable business 
success, was a leader in the political reform 
movements of his day, that spanned from the 
early agitation of the slavery question to the 
present battle being fought for the destruction 
of ardent spirits by the prohibition party ; and 
in the Massachusetts legislature, in 1842, 
uttered the same sentiments against the slave 
power that John Quincy Adams, for uttering 
in Congress that year, was threatened with 
expulsion from that body by the pro-slavery 
party. Friend H. Burt was a son of Caleb 
and Anne (Merrit) Burt, and was born at 
Tolland, Hampshire county, Massachusetts, 
January 8, 1808. 
in the new world as the time of Puritan set- 


The name of Burt is as old 


tlement in time-honored and _ historic New 
England. The Burt family traces honorable 
ancestry back through nine generations to 





Bay Colony. Two years later he moved 
further westward, to Springfield, in the rich 
valley of the Connecticut river, and now one 
of the most beautiful and thriving of New 
England towns, but then a mere hamlet that 
had been founded four years previously, and 
was menaced by Dutch aggressions from New 
Netherlands on the west, and threatened by 
predatory raids from the Algonquin Indian 
tribes from Canada on the north. Here at 
Springfield, Henry Burt was distinguished for 
his intelligence, industry and spirit of hardy 
enterprise, while his name is preserved in the 
public records as a man who was identified 
with the various affairs of the town, from its 
civil regulations to its military measures for 
His 


descendants are numerous, and being distin- 


defence against the Dutch and Indians. 


guished for intelligence, industry, and moral- 
ity, have figured conspicuously in the sub- 
stantial educated and thrifty citizenship of the 
country. 

Friend H. Burt was a descendant in the 
seventh generation from Henry Burt, of Rox- 
bury and Springfield, Massachusetts. He was 
reared at Tolland, Hampshire county, Massa- 
chusetts, and received his education in the 
excellent common schools of New England, 
whose existence is co-eval with the settlement 
of that country. Leaving school, he served 
an apprenticeship to the trade of tanner, and 
in 1840 erected a tannery at New Boston, 
Berkshire county, Massachusetts, which he 
operated until 1845, when it, with all its stock, 
was consumed by fire. He rebuilt the same 
year, and operated the new tannery for three 


be oe oad 
‘ wtag 


ind bus sgsenil deilgad lo null sanelt 
. ' o % ‘ 4 ‘ 
wt mwa evoiemwn silt Jo whauel oni 
POI ni OAAL SvidEn ef Tiel OfWw ,ROrsnA 
‘ n ‘ ‘ rr 7 ¢ 
tne etna Joeini os ood yowdead im olive 
7 , in anc POGide 
wuilogeesl4 orld lo inomolsioe insnotg yltas 
: 
bere [ tated van: owl vuole ved 
x t - — 
uot DOT Qnnge. « TawIeoy WHAT 
he *. { + 
‘ e wv ik ios mJ wt t6 valley 
ie yorrll bane idiitusesd daom sid to 


of? tylinagd om o pods td .enwod baalged 


hes vlevorver emoy wo) bebe méod bad 
“A tril enotessvoue dota vd hespieis suv 
pin bis .jeow oft ao ehneliaiiey 
nnilel cippaoeylsA ol? mot abies. yviombord 
ic couti wien off no shaped mot eodini 


bot-ingaiaib esw noedl yan bbigsinge 


yin! te totqe bas yeobwi sonsgilisin eid 


wit ai bevaseorg 2) sian acd shidw@szingreine 
beitiaghi eaw ow nat 6 en sven silduq 
en a aya? off lo ate: avortav ae dtiw 
ia} emensiy yuetilim edi od a fuysd livis 
“bl wanmibdl bas fioinG sift tanings songieb 
-erb ynigd Deni SvoTstiIn se eit trae ye i 


: ; = 
vom, bin yodevhmn saseaills t 
-du2e seh tit ioiienoe pergan svat cyt 
H 7 | : p Ti { iM pder it ” ea : 5 
9th} lo chleitonidrd voli? BHR ASICON BlneIe 
' y 
‘i OD 
ts : — - j 
Jht3 Ti Shae 3) B&B 2ebhy¥ ile { MIB 
4, 
on ts je MO HOVE SNe siitevree 
rr ’ v ? 1 ’ 
cow obit ‘ 225. USO Ee Ve 
; oe | . 
. or oe +o ee Oe Re eg eee Pe 
~i,t2 UWARBOD DUCKIE PRE) Je epi 
. eee fo ge 3 
{ . aa x | }- o i] 2 “se 5, 
PD uu aoresu! aicl DSyvigeer LOB .2aserueD 
2 
— > cet 4 — roe 
LOOKIN. Weel Kh Blionslue MoOnmneas Pes BE by 2 > as) 
3 
* ° ee fey ~ Ie le: } ~~. « “\ — j 
In sMsiise S11) HJiIw iave-oo 22 SONeIZe Seoilw 


beviee of loorloe parvesd qidaweo Jana 1 


bas .onne) Jo obat oli of gidgsoitnaqge ne 
cotsol wot yivane? 5 bsissis op81 ai 


A. doidw .etoeu 


9 foseesM yinuos onitedwel 
Azote 2ti Me diiw ji nodw .2,81 litaw boisiego 


1 fi yd bomuencs enw 
volt yo! yronnel won ods beter no bas cat 


omaa oft dliuctoy of 


t 
® i 
- ahs 
‘ ae oe = ny 
i an: ae 
J it anes Be 4 
os a ye Le 


09 “OIA tO. 


” * 


au 































ee a 


dauos site) Yo a own 
oved nowiW er bas it 
:(wotigueb salt bas enoe owi) ny 
wl #hA {treess22b) H lode, ; 

be 3 snnA bas 
-noo bog sidéis jnsenslg & ei noeiW. 
bane ehovit bam vend odw nam stiaog 


esel off t3v59 orlue lliw- -boog bas 3 ages 





ainevivenns'T 
sv mod aood + 


seol> bre tobss instenon « ei 9H of 
lls \O Jesside qoeod o3 e1oveshns bas 
bas sidon silt al sbam eeorgoiqg sett be 


: * vs a 
eit beioveb esil on doithw of noieesio1g 


2i bonnie antl af 2escoue bosm ee 
Hide bos viilide o#ft no ‘eusteroetstO8 | 9a 
lo 9oo# nq zi ain inguoid eal 

lo ylinsupels wom edesgqe ti “ba, 


hbaieiw vase madd eeona lnnoiees ‘ 
ob blucs ebnov 


iene nee 


CASI J 
inshouds lo nam & 
istomads Io si 
sit ni rbasl 6 2nw eeeD, 
toils vb eid Yo a 
noitranp yisvele ott Je hoist 
gual gnisd “a 
bis ; ytisq noitididory, st vd einige : 
anpzuiloseanl “ 


10 TH. f{ li 


Fr 

eninge) 

TOT Pisa als 
a 

on ™ pilecte 

Pe | word tt rehs 
a 


, f rs ‘ 
azoniaud sidsAisaw1 


nod 
vim we 
hag 
mors lapitiiog 
efi mot bonne 
ath 

i4 o? 

H y vf 4 4d 
PMPVEsh SN? Wit TF 


fb eee 


oper ol ,ouislergsl 
enisgs einomitove omae 900 Dy 
yous — :% 
caw 189% Jord reoVE 
lex-org alt Yd bod sett ion a ‘ 
dele) Yo noe 4 exw hull .H bnaivt “wn 
je miod esw bre dowd (dixr924) | 
eitogu tases ines onideqinsl ; 
blo ex 2i nw to oman oT 8081 8 
joe netindd to omit old a pints f wt 
woh prernrs bas’ boronod-o ate 
sidmondr aasmy yliras 9 nod oT, bona 
of os eaokeron on nin a guoutt stoed ck 


sval2 oni 
unizodiu vol abs, 
dtiw 


Vow 


bernsieoid? 


. o> 











es 


58 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





years, when he disposed of it, and sought to | 


| 


find an unoccupied field, where success would | 


be the result of proper pioneer development, 


and not depend upon competitive rivalry. | 


The next year (1849) after selling his Massa- 


started westward, and arriving at Beach Pond, 
Wayne county, Pennsylvania, stopped there 


and erected, for that day, a large tannery, © 


At: the 
end of that time, in 1851, they sold their tan- 


which they operated for two years. 


nery and purchased another near Lanesboro, 


Susquehanna county, the same state, which | 


they conducted for three years, when they 
again sold, and while Orlo returned to Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Burt erected a large tannery 
some distance from the one that was sold- 
This last tannery he sold to William Tremain 
and company and removed to Broome county, 
New York, where he purchased and greatly 
enlarged the tannery of J. S. Corbett, of that 


place. Soon. after this tannery burned, but 


he immediately rebuilt, and during the late | 


Civil War bought another tannery at Brook- 
dale, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, both 
of which tanneries he sold in 1865. The next 


' year he and his son, Captain Frank, came to 


Mannington, Marion county, and purchased 
an oak leather tannery, which two years later 
was consumed by fire. 
once built, which was successfully conducted 
for twenty-one years under the title of F. H. 
Burt and son. Then (1887) his sons, Caleb 
and William P., were admitted as partners, 
and the firm name became F. H. Burt and 
sons. 
1889, when Mr. Burt died. Mr. Burt wasa 
careful, thorough-going, and_ conscientious 
business man, and attained success in an emi- 


nent degree, although he suffered severely 


by fires, floods, and financial panics. 


A new tannery was at | 


This last firm continued until July 23, | 





In i840, Friend H. Burt married Maria 
Hodges, who died October 27, 1893, at 
seventy-seven years of age. To their union 
were born six sons and three daughters: 


Captain Frank, Jane L., Lieutenant Albert C., 


chusetts tannery, he and his brother Orlo | Elizabeth, Caleb, Maria E., William P., Benja- 


min R., and Friend H., Jr.,a real-estate dealer 
of Harriman, Tennessee. Jane L. Burt mar- 
ried H. H. Free, of Findlay, Ohio, and Eliza- 
beth Burt became the wife of U. A. Clayton, 
of Marion county. Lieutenant Albert C. Burt 
was born at Sandisfield, Massachusetts, Janu- 
ary 26, 1845, enlisted in his brother, Captain 
Frank Burt’s company, September 1g, 1861, 
rose by regular promotions from a private to 
a first lieutenant, and was in command of the 
company when he was killed, October 27, 
1864, while bravely trying to capture a fortifi- 
cation between Seven Pines and Richmond. 

Friend H. Burt was a ruling elder of the 
Presbyterian churches at Corbettsville, New 
York, and Mannington, West Virginia, for 
over thirty-five years. He was reared a 
democrat, but during the slavery agitation 
became a free-soiler, and as such was elected 
in 1842 to the Massachusetts legislature to 
represent the Sandisfield district of Berkshire 
county. After removing to New York he 
was active in the organization of the republi- 
can party in that state, in whose legislature 
he served as a member from Broome county 
in 1860. Ever active and foremost in the 
great political reform movements of this coun- 
try, he was successively a democrat, free- 
soiler, and republican; and in 1884, when the 
old parties refused substantial recognition of 
liquor banishment by law in their platforms, 
he became an ardent prohibitionist, and did 
much toward the organization and advance- 
ment of the prohibition party in West Vir- 
ginia. 
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The life of Friend H. Burt is well worthy 


of imitation. It was straightforward, unfalter- 
ing, and honest. His character was above the 
breath of suspicion, while his habits and 
manners were those of a temperate and court- 


eous gentleman. He possessed rare organizing 


ability and unusual energy, and left the record | 


of his business struggles and triumphs as a 


bright page in the industrial histories of | 


Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
West Virginia. 


——_© 





ROFESSOR JACOB W. MAY grew to 


manhood in Marion county, and received | 


his education in McNeely Normal school of | 


Harrison county, Ohio, the Fairmont State | 


Normal school, and the West Virginia Uni- 
versity. He wasa graduate from the Fair- 
mont State Normal school in the class of 
1873, and then commenced teaching and 
superintending graded schools. He was 
principal of Palatine, Newburg and Fairmont 
graded schools, and served for ten years as 
superintendent of the Benwood graded schools 
of Marshall county, which position he resigned 
in 1889, on account of ill health. 
improvement of his health by out-door em- 
ployment, he has been engaged since 1892 
in the management of his farm. Since return- 
ing to his farm he has been made a director 
of the Marion county creamery. 

On September 1, 1886, Professor May was 
united in marriage with Lydia A. McMechin, 
who was a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, and a daughter of Hiram Mc- 
Mechin, a justice of the peace at Benwood, 
Marshall county. In less than one short year 
Mrs. May was called from time to eternity, 
and on August 21, 1887, when in the thirtieth 
year of her age, her spirit left its earth-clay 
casket and winged its way to the spirit world. 


For the | 








During the late Civil War, Professor May 
left the school-room at his country’s call for 
aid, and on August 27, 1861, enlisted in Cap- 
tain Thomas A. Maulsby’s battery, and served 
until September 21, 1864, when he was hon- 
orably discharged at Wheeling, West Virginia. 
He was in the battles of Martinsburg, Win- 
chester and Carter’s Farm, in the Shenandoah 
valley, and received a severe injury in a sharp 
engagement by being thrown from a gun and 
run over by some cavalry on a charge. He is 
a republican in politics, but no politician. He 
is a member of the Episcopal church, in which 
he has been a trustee and steward, and in 
whose Sunday-school he has always been an 
active worker. 

Professor Jacob W. May, a man of fine 
scholarship, and who has acquired a wide 
reputation as a successful educator, is a son of 
"Squire and Selinda (Morgan) May, and was 
born at Clinton Furnace, in the southern part 
of Monongalia county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), April 6, 1844. His paternal grand- 
father, William May, was a native of southern 
Pennsylvania, and became an early settler in 
one section of southern Monongalia county, 
where he purchased a farm and resided until 
his death, in 1855, at the age of seventy-six 
years. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, 
and married Mary Vanguilder, by whom he 
had seven children, four sons and three 
daughters: Jacob, Frederick, and ’Squire 
John, who are dead; James W., a farmer of 
Monongalia county; Mrs. Margaret Phillips ; 
Mrs. Sophia Trickett; and Mrs. Mary A. 
Robe. ‘Squire John May, the father of Pro- 
fessor May, was born in Monongalia county, 
Virginia, in 1818, and died in Marion county, 
April 6, 1892. 
cessful farmer, and settled at an early age in 
Union district, Marion county, where he served 


He.was a prudent and suc- 
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as justice of the peace for sixteen years. He 
was a democrat up to the late Civil War, 


when he became a republican, and remained | 


such until his death. He was a Methodist, 
like his father before him, and served in his 
In 1854, 
Squire May married Salinda Morgan, who is 


church as steward and class-leader. 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





The Conaway family is of that sturdy 
Scotch-Irish stock, the predominant element 
of the population of western Pennsylvania, 
whence the family came. John Conaway was, 
probably, born in Bedford county, that state. 
He removed in 1814 to Monongalia county, 


_ West Virginia (then Virginia), where he spent 


a daughter of Captain James Morgan, anda | 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church. | 
| ried Rachel Wilison, a native of Bedford 


She is now in the seventy-sixth year of her 
age, and resides with her son, Professor May. 
Her father, Captain James Morgan, was a 
farmer of Marion county, and served in the 
War of 1812. 
were born three sons and seven daughters: 
Alpheus, now deceased; Professor Jacob W. 
(subject) ; Sylvanus, engaged in farming; Vir- 
ginia, wife of Morgan T. Levelle, of Palatine ; 
Havannah, married David Rogers, a farmer 
and resident of Palatine; Clemenza, wife of 
John W. Rives, a farmer of near Palatine, 


Marion county; Eva, wife of John D. Cox, a 


farmer near Arnettsville, Monongalia county ; 
~Delpha, now deceased ; and Mary Louisa and 
Sarah Drusilla (twins). 

Professor May is an excellent organizer in 
the educational field; his experience as a 
teacher covers every sphere of labor known to 
the graded schools, and this with his inherent 
qualities as an educator, gave him his rare 
success at Fairmont, Piedmont, and Benwood, 
where thoroughness, excellence, and progress 
were the distinguishing characteristics of his 
work. 





o——— 
RAFTON S. CONAWAY, a respectable 
and intelligent citizen of Fairmont, West 
Virginia, is a son of John and Sarah (Fleming) 


Conaway, and was born December 19, 1831, | 


in Fairmont district, about one mile from 
Fairmont, West Virginia. 


To ’Squire and Mrs. May | 





the remainder of his life, dying in Fairmont 
district, at the age of eighty years. He mar- 
county, Pennsylvania, and reared a family of 
ten children as follows: Mary, Sarah, Pris- 
cilla, Charles, John, Byron, Jennie, William, 
Rachel and Hester. 

John Conaway (father), was born in Bedford 
county, Pennsylvania, April 7, 1795, and died 
October 16, 1868, in this county. He came 
to Monongalia county with his father’s family, 
but soon afterward removed to Marion county 
and followed various lines of business, among 


which were farming, 


stock-raising and stock- 
dealing on an extended scale for that day, and 
also stone-masoning. He was a democrat 
politically and a man of good judgment and 
of strict probity, and was frequently called 
upon by his party and the people of his dis- 
trict to serve them in offices of a political 
nature. In this connection he served as a 
constable, overseer of the poor and as jus- 
tice of the peace. He was a pillar in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, serving in the 
capacity of deacon, exhorter and class leader. 
He was a useful man in the community 
in which he lived,a man who, by reason of his 
good judgment, strict integrity of character 
and kind spirit, was a natural leader among 


He His first 


wife was Sarah, a daughter of Alexander 


men. was twice married. 
Fleming, a farmer of Fairmont district, and a 
member of the old and numerous Fleming 
family of this county, whose complete history 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 





appears in another part of this work. To this 
union were born five sons and one daughter : 
Edmund M., deceased, was a farmer of Fair- 
mont district; Colonel Andrew; Nathan P., 
deceased, was a miller of Barrackville ; 
Grafton S., subject; John C., of Harrison 
county, West Virginia; Lydia Ann, deceased, 
was the wife of the late Josiah L. Hawkins. 
Mrs. Sarah Fleming Conaway died in 1834, 
and in 1835 he married as his second wife 
Mrs. Hannah Randall. 
born the following children: Nancy, wife of 
Peter Hibbs, of Wayne county, Iowa; Eliza- 
beth, deceased, who married Eugenus Hibbs, 


To this union were 


a farmer of Mannington district, this county, 
and Martin V., deceased. 

Grafton S. Conaway received his education 
in the primitive subscription schools of Fair- 
mont district, and was reared upon his father’s 
farm. Upon arriving at his majority he took 
up agricultural pursuits in Paw Paw district, 
Marion county, where he was thus success- 
fully engaged for thirty-seven years. In 1890 
he sold his farm and removed to Fairmont, 
where he has built a fine residence in what is 
known as the Arnett Addition. 
ting in Fairmont, aside from representing, as 


Since loca- 


agent, a mowing-machine firm, he has not 
Po- 
litically, Mr. Conaway is a democrat, and 


been actively engaged in any business. 


served for one term by appointment by the 
court, as road surveyor, and for twenty years 
as judge of the election in his district. 
1889, he was appointed by Governor A. B. 
Fleming to value the real estate of the western 


In 


district of Marion county for taxation pur- | 


poses. 

On October 18, 1855, Mr. Conaway and 
Mary M. Boor, a daughter of Benjamin F. 
and Margaret (Mason) Boor, were united in 


marriage. To this union have been born the 


if 
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following children: Margaret Elizabeth, wife 
of John W. Morgan, a farmer of Paw Paw 
district, this county; Lydia Ann, the wife of 
Colonel William) Hood, of Harrison county, 
a farmer by avocation ; Hannah, deceased, was 
the wife of Elbert Price; Charles F., who 
married Zella Atha, and now resides in Fair- 
view, Paw Paw district, this county; John 
Morgan, who married Eva Wilkinson, now 
deceased, and Amos Lee, who is now in the 
west in the real-estate and insurance business. 





€ 





OSEPH FLEMING, a prosperous farmer 
and reliable citizen of Marion county, is 

a son of Archibald and Eliza (Gamble) Flem- 
ing, and was born on the farm on which he 
now resides, in Fairmont district, Marion 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia), April 
5, 1819. His paternal grandfather, Nathan 
Fleming, was a son of William Fleming, and 
a descendant of one of the three Fleming 
brothers, who came to western Virginia in 
1789, and whose history is given at length in 
the sketch of the Fleming family that was 
compiled from the chart prepared by Mrs. 
Annie (Sweeney) Fleming, of Fairmont, and 
which appears elsewhere in this volume. 
Archibald Fleming, father of the subject of 
this sketch, was born January 5, 1795, on the 
old home farm, where he died August 6, 
1872. 
Russom, and she died September 15, 1834, at 
Archibald Fleming 
followed farming for an occupation, and the 


His mother’s maiden name was Lydia 
eighty-two years of age. 
valuable tract of coal land which he owned 


He 
was a democrat of the Jacksonian type, and 


originally contained four hundred acres. 


married Eliza Gamble, who died March 20, 
1887, aged ninety years. She was a daughter 


of John Gamble, who served as a soldier on 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





the western frontier in the celebrated Black | 
Hawk War. | 
born five children, four sons and one daugh- 
ter: Perry (died February 25, 1854); Joseph 
(subject) ; Maria, married Festus Pritcher, and | 


To Mr. and Mrs. Fleming were 


removed to Iowa, where they both died; | 
Nathan, who died in childhood, and Harry, | 
who died December 30, 1891. 

Joseph Fleming was reared on the farm, | 
where he has always resided; received a good | 
practical education in the old subscription 


schools of his county. Leaving school, he 
learned the trade of blacksmith, which he 
followed for five years, and then engaged in 


his present business of farming and stock- 
raising. He owns seventy acres of the old | 
home farm, on a part of which to-day are the 
Gaston coal works. His land is underlaid 
with a valuable and heavy coal vein, while 
the surface is well adapted to grazing and 
grain and fruit-raising. Mr. Fleming’s farm 
is within two miles of Fairmont, he being 
very favorably situated as regard to school, 
church and market. 

Politically, Mr. Fleming was an old-line 
whig until that party ceased to exist under | 
the pressure of the times that originated its 
successor, the republican, but when that | 
political event took place he did not enter the 
ranks of the new-formed organization, but 
transferred his allegiance to the democratic | 
party, which he has supported ever since. 
Mr. Fleming has always been industrious and 
prompt in whatever he has undertaken, and 
demands the respect of all who know him. 


———_a—_—_———— 


LYSSES A. CLAYTON, who served as an | 


officer under Sheridan in his famous | 
campaign in the valley of Virginia, is one of | 





the leading lumber dealers and manufacturers 


of Fairmont and West Virginia. He is a son of 
John W. and Harriet J. (Boggess) Clayton, and 
was born near Fairmont, Marion county, Vir- 


| ginia (now West Virginia), November 15, 1843. 


The immigrant ancestor of the Clayton family 
came from the old world to the State of Dela- 
ware, where many of his descendants became 
prominent in political affairs. The Clayton 
family is one of the old and well-known fami- 
lies of Delaware, and members of it settled in 
Pennsylvania, Arkansas, West Virginia, and 
other states. Thomas M. Clayton, the pater- 
nal grandfather of Ulysses A. Clayton, was a 
native of the State of Delaware, who at an 
early age removed to Marion county, where 
the remainder of his life was passed in the 
He settled in what is 
known as Paw Paw district, and on the 
He enlisted in the War 
of 1812, and was in readiness for several 


agricultural pursuits. 
creek of that name. 


months to march at a moment’s notice to 
Norfolk, where the threatened British invasion 
of Virginia was expected to take place by the 
His son, John W. 
Clayton (father), was born in 1816, in the Paw 


American authorities. 


Paw district, then in Monongalia county, and 
removed to Fairmont, where he resided until 
1850. 
and there resided until his final summons 


In that year he went to Mannington, 


came on May 28, 1869, when he was in the 
fifty-third year of his age. He was chiefly 
engaged in farming, and in political sentiment 
was a whig, and after the disruption of that 
He was a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and served 


as a justice of the peace in Mannington magis- 


party became a democrat. 


terial district for several years. ‘Squire Clay- 
ton married Harriet J. Boggess, who was born 
in 1819, and still survives him. ‘Squire and 
Mrs. Clayton reared a family of nine children, 


four sons and five daughters: Edgar L., of 
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Rich Hill, Missouri; Thomas M., ticket agent 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at New- 


burg, Preston county; Ulysses A., subject; — 


Caroline M., who married Albert S. Wells, and 
is now dead; Mary V., who died in 1863; 
Martha M., wife of Samuel Cole, a merchant 


of Rich Hill, Missouri; Lizzie; Millie, of | 


Bridgeport, Ohio, and wife of J. C. Dent, a 
wholesale druggist of that place; and George 
McClellan, a druggist of Clarksburg, Harrison 
county. 

Ulysses A. Clayton received a practical busi- 
ness education in the old subscription schools, 
and commenced life for himself as a shoe 
merchant at Mannington. After three years 
of a mercantile career, he formed a co-part- 
nership with State Senator James H. Furbee, 
and engaged in the lumber business, operating 
two saw-mills and buying large quantities of 
lumber from other mills, which they put into 
market. 
1878, when he purchased Senator Furbee’s 
interest, and conducted the business until 


This partnership continued until 


1884. Inthat year he purchased a planing mill 
at Fairmont, which he operated until October 
2, 1890, when it was burned. Mr. Clayton 
proceeded immediately to rebuild, and erected 
a large and well-equipped mill on the site of 
the burned mill. This mill, which was one of 
the largest and best equipped mills of its class 
in West Virginia, he operated until February, 
: 1895, when he sold it. It isa two-story frame 

building, 67 x 117 feet in dimensions, and 
heated by hot air. Mr. Clayton had confined 
his lumber business exclusively to mill work, 
and had an extensive and constantly increas- 
ing demand for his dressed lumber and fin- 
ished house, barn, and shop wood fittings and 
furnishings. He employed a force of twenty 
men, supervised carefully every department 
of his business, and allowed no work but what 





was first class to go out from his extensive 
establishment. On May 1, 1895, ke purchased 
an interest in the Burt Oil company, and in 
the Burt Manufacturing company, and is a 
director and secretary of both companies. 

On November 24, 1869, Ulysses A. Clayton 
was united in marriage with Lizzie Burt, a 
daughter of F. H. and Maria Burt, of Man- 
nington, this county. 

In the war for the preservation of the Union, 
Mr. Clayton was one of West Virginia’s many 
loyal sons who bore arms in his country’s 
He enlisted August 16, 1862, in 
company “H,” Fourteenth West Virginia 


defense. 


infantry, and served until June 25, 1865, when 
he was honorably dismissed from the Federal 
service at Wheeling, West Virginia. He was 
promoted to sergeant, and served in the army 
of West Virginia, and saw hard marching and 
hard fighting under Sheridan from Winchester 
to Cedar Creek in the campaign, one of the 
most brilliant of the war, and in which Early’s 
Confederate army was annihilated. Besides 
the “battle month” campaign of Sheridan in 
the valley of Virginia, he was in several other 
engagements and numerous skirmishes. Since 
coming to Fairmont, Mr. Clayton has taken 
an interest in its prosperity that has been 
He is 
one of the organizers of the Fairmont Invest- 


evinced by works as well as by words. 


ment and Improvement company, and in other 
various enterprises of the place has been active 
and useful. Heisa member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and Mannington Lodge, No. 
31, Free and Accepted Masons. Politically, 
he is an active prohibitionist, and in the cam- 
paign of 1894 was the nominee of his party 
for Congress in the Second Congressional 


district of West Virginia. 
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ges E. DOWDEN, D. D. S., a leading 
dentist «f northern West Virginia, and 


who has beer engaged in the successful prac- | 


tice of his profession since the centennial year, 


is a son ot Alexander and Rolina (Elliot) | 
Dowden, and was born at the South Side, | 


Pittsburg, 
Alexande: Dowden was born in Butler county, 
Pennsylvania, where he was reared, received 
his education, and learned the trade of black- 
In 1848 he removed to Pittsburg, 


rennsylvania, November 10, 1848. 


smith. 


presenting better business facilities and edu- | 
| Thomas, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 


cational advantages than were afforded in his 


native county. His choice has so far satisfied | 
Mr. Dowden that he has been a resident of | 
He || 


the Iron City up to the present time. 
wedded Rolina Elliot, a daughter of James 
W. Elliot, a resident of Pittsburg. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Dowden were born seven children, 
four sons and three daughters. 


James E. Dowden grew to manhood in | 
| identified with many of its leading enterprises. 


Pittsburg, received his education in the excel- 
lent graded schools of that great manufactur- 
ing city. Leaving school, he studied dentistry 
with Dr. J. S. Hertig, of Waynsburg, Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, and after a thorough 
course of reading and office-work under that 
able dentist, he commenced the practice of his 
profession in 1876, at Cassville, Monongalia 
county, West Virginia. After two years of 
successful work at that place, he yielded to 
urgent solicitation and returned to Wayns- 


burg, in his native state, where he practiced | 


At the 
end of that time he came to Fairmont, as a 


with his preceptor for three years. 











wider field for the practice of his profession, | 


and the large patronage and the success which | 


he has won attest the wisdom of his choice 
of the present territory. He is the oldest 
resident dentist of Fairmont, while in years of 
practice he ranks first of all the dental sur- 


geons of the town. Dr. Dowden is a member 
of the West Virginia State Dental Associa- 
tion, being on the board of censors of that 
body, and has done much toward the upbuild- 
ing and advancement of dental surgery in the 
“New Dominion.” His dental parlors are 
well fitted up, being supplied with all the mod- 
ern appliances of dentistry. Skill, experience, 
and efficiency. have given Dr. Dowden high 
rank in his profession. 

On July 17, 1873, Dr. Dowden wedded 
Ruth Thomas, a daughter of Thomas D.. 
To Dr. 
and Mrs. Dowden have been born five chil- 
dren: Rolina, married to George W. Core, of 
Columbus Grove, Ohio; George W., Daisy 
R., James E., and Mary M. K., deceased. 

In political opinion, Dr. Dowden is a repub- 
lican. Enterprising, energetic and successful, 
his attention was soon turned to the prosperity 


and progress of Fairmont, and he has become 


He is a director of the Fairmont Improvement 
company, and a stockholder in the electric 
Dr. 


Dowden ranks high in the Masonic fraternity, 


light and machine works companies. 


being’ a member of Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Orient Chapter, 
No. 6, Royal Arch Masons; and Crusade 
Commandery, No. 9, Knights Templar. 





_— 


) ahaa: M. SHOWALTER, a young 

and rising lawyer of Fairmont, and an 
active republican leader in political affairs, is a 
son of Henry C.and Harriet (Brock) Showalter, 
and was born in the city of Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, December 7, 1869. 
father, James W. Showalter, is a son of John 
Showalter, who was a native of Virginia, and 
prior to the War of 1812 came to Pennsylvania, 


His paternal grand- 
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where he resided until his death. James W. 
Showalter was born in Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, in 1821, where he has been engaged 


in teaching for fifty-four years. He isa fine 


scholar, and ranks as one of the best mathema- | 


ticians in the state of Pennsylvania. Several 


of his brothers, and some of his nephews, have | 


held important civil and military positions. | 


James W. Showalter, known as the veteran 
teacher of western Pennsylvania, is a repub- 
lican in politics, and has been a member of 
the Mount Moriah Baptist church for many 


years. He owns valuable property in and 


adjoining Smithfield, upon which he resides. | 


He married Sarah A. Sturgis, a daughter of | 


Enos Sturgis, who died in 1888, had thirty- 


four male descendants who were old enough | 


to vote at the presidential election of that year, | 


at which thirty-one of them voted for Blaine, 
two for Cleveland, and one for St. John, the 
One of Mr. and Mrs. 
Showalter’s sons was Henry C. Showalter, 
father of the subject of this sketch. He was 
born at Smithfield, Fayette county, Pennsyl- 


prohibition candidate. 


vania, and received a thorough academic edu- | 


cation at George’s Creek academy, then one of | 


the famous educational institutions of that state. 
He read law with Judge Berkshire, and Hon. 
George C. Sturgiss of Morgantown, West Vir- 
ginia, was admitted to the bar at Morgantown, 


time at Kingwood, Preston county. From 


yet could not overcome the large majority of 
the adverse side. Mr. Showalter is a man of 
fine personal appearance, winning manners, 
and excellent education. He is a well-read 
lawyer, a good speaker before a jury, and a 
safe counselor. He carefully prepares his 
cases, guards amply against all the possible 
strong points of the opposition, and then 
Mr. 


Showalter stands well with the people, has 


argues them for all there is in them. 


given ample satisfaction in every position that 
he has ever occupied, and when his party want 
a radical republican to represent their princi- 
ples, they know no man who can or will do it 
better than Henry C. Showalter. 
member of the Baptist church, and married 


He is a 


Harriet Brock, a sister of Dr. Hugh Brock, of 
Morgantown, whose reputation as a physician 
and surgeon extends far beyond the bounds of 
West Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Showalter have ' 
a family of six sons and one daughter. 
Emmett M. Showalter received his educa- 
tion in the public schools and the Harrisville 
high school, from which he was graduated. 
He then read law with his father, took the 
law course of the Georgetown University, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and then entered the law 
department of the West Virginia University, 


from which he was graduated in 1892. Hav- 


_ ing thus thoroughly and fully fitted himself 
November, 15, 1868, and practiced for a short | 


there he went to Wheeling, and afterward re- | 


moved to Ritchie Court-house, where he has 
practiced successfully ever since. He is an 
active and energetic republican in politics, was 
county superintendent of free schools for 
several terms, and in 1880 was the candidate 


of his party for judge in the fourth judicial 


district, and while receiving, the full strength | 


of his party,and some complimentary votes, 
2—5 


for his chosen profession, he came to Fairmont, 
where he has built up a good practice, and is 
a member of the present law firm of Showalter 
and Alexander. 

He is a member of the Presbyterian church, 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons (of which organization he 
is also a deputy state lecturer), and the col- 
lege society Phi Sigma Kappa. He is a strong 
republican in politics, and ever active in the 
interest of his party. He served as clerk in the 
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United States census department in 1889 and 
1890; was the republican candidate for prose- 


cuting attorney of Marion county in 1892,and | 
was assistant clerk of the state senate in 1895. | 


He was very active in the congressional cam- 
paign of 1894, and did much toward the defeat 
of William L. Wilson, the author of the “ Wil- 
son bill.” 

On April 25, 1894, Mr. Showalter was united 
in marriage with Sallie L. Norris, who is a 
daughter of Milton Norris, of Glenville, this 
State, and was graduated with high honors 
from the West Virginia University, in the class 
of 1893, with the degree of A. B. Mrs. Sho- 
walter is one of the first lady-graduates of this 
institution. 

Emmett M. Showalter possesses positive 
traits of character, and is firm in his adherence 
to friends. Able as a lawyerand popular asa 
man, the future opens bright before him. 


—————S 





ROFESSOR WILLIAM GRAY, a veteran 
of the late Civil War, and now an active 
business man, and successful pension attorney 


of Palatine, is a son of Ellis B. and Mary | 


(Braddock) Gray, was born twenty-two miles 
north of the city of Wheeling, Mar- 
shall county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
December 17,1840. He grew to manhood in 
his native county and received his elementary 
education in the old subscription schools dur- 


in 


ing the last two decades of their existence. | 


He entered Duff's Commercial college, at 
Pittsburg, in 1864, from which he graduated 


ness course. He afterwards pursued advanced 
studies at a private normal school in Fairmont. 

From the walls of the old log school-house 
he went to the numerous labors of the farm, 
which occupied the greater portion of his time 





until the impending crisis between the north 
and the south came in war and bloodshed in 
the dark April days of 1861. William Gray 
was among the first in his native county to 
respond to the country’s call for help. He 
enlisted at Cameron, Marshall county, May 
23, 1861, in company “H,” First West Vir- 
ginia infantry. At the expiration of his three 
months’ term he re-enlisted in the Union ser- 
vice, on September 17, 1861, becoming a 
member of company “D,”’ first regiment, West 
Virginia infantry, which was recruited for a 
term of three years. He participated in the 
battle of Blue’s Gap, West Virginia, and in the 
first battle of Winchester, which occurred 
March 23, 1862. In this latter engagement 
he was severely wounded when within thirty 
yards of the enemy’s breast works, necessita- 
ting the amputation of his left leg soon after- 
ward. On October 2, 1862, he was discharged 
from the service, by reason of physical dis- 
ability, and returned to his home and fitted 
himself for teaching, which he followed for 
some time in Marshall county, and for thir- 
teen years in Marion county; eleven years of 
the latter period being passed as principal of 
Palatine graded school. He was elected 
county superintendent of free schools 
Marion county, in 1867 and re-elected near 
the close of his term, serving in all four years, 
from January 1, 1868, to January 1, 1872. 
Professor Gray quit the profession of teach- 
ing in the summer of 1878, and two years 
later engaged in his present business of prose- 
cuting soldiers’ claims before the Pension 


in 


at the expiration of a thorough and full busi- | Bureau, in Washington city. He also collects 


bounties and secures arrears of pay due Union 
soldiers of the late Civil War. As a pension 
attorney he has been successful in gaining 
nearly all the cases which he has presented 
before the departments. Since being a resi- 
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dent of Palatine he has taken an interest in its | 
development and is now president of the Pala- | 


tine Improvement and Syracuse Industrial 
Loan and Investment companies. He is a 
member of Palatine Lodge, No, 84, Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows; Meade Post, No. 
6, G. A. R., and Palatine Methodist Episcopal 
church of which he is a trustee, and in whose 
Sunday-school he isa teacher. He is a repub- 
lican and is usually active in politics. 
served as mayor of Palatine in 1875 and in 
1876, and has been a member of the school 
board for sixteen years. 


On April 14, 1870, Mr. Gray married Miss | 


Florence L. Morgan, a daughter of Elijah 
Morgan, of Palatine, and they have one child, 
Lucian R., who was born August 24, 1873, 
and is engaged in the printing business. 

Mr. Gray is pleasant and affable as a com- 
panion, well-informed on all questions of public 
issue or general importance, and popular with 
those who enjoy his acquaintance and friend- 
ship. 

Mr. Gray’s paternal grandfather, William 


Gray, was a son of Matthew Gray, a native of | 


Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, who was killed 
by Indians near Waynesburg, in Greene 
county, that state, in 1780. 


Dauphin county, September 20, 1776, and 
reared in Greene county, Pennsylvania, where 


he died in Richhill township, in 1855, aged | 


He served on General 
Harrison’s staff on the Canadian frontier in 
the War of 1812-13. 


seventy-eight years. 


1837 to Marshall county, this State, where he 
purchased a farm of two hundred acres, and 
died in 1846. He was a Presbyterian, and in 
early life had followed teaching. He was 
twice married, once to Elizabeth Lazier, and 


He | 


His son, Ellis B. Gray | 
(father), was born in 1806, and removed in | 








after her death, in 1832, to Mary Braddock, 
who died in 1875, leaving four children, three 
Mrs. Mary Gray, the 
mother of the subject of this sketch, was a 
daughter of Francis Braddock, of Pennsyl- 


sons and a daughter. 


| vania, who was a Presbyterian and a school 


teacher. Of his nine children, three sons be- 
came ministers of the Presbyterian church, and 
are prominently connected with the history of 
that religious denomination in the states of 


Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Illinois. 
-— SO _ 


ILLIAM P. BURT, a member and of- 

ficer of Burt Oil company and the 

Burt Manufacturing company, is one who 
takes rank among the able and successful busi- 
ness men of West Virginia. He is a son of 
Hon. Friend H. and Maria (Hodges) Burt, and 
was born at Harmony, Susquehanna county, 
Pennsylvania, January 26, 1852. The ances- 
tral history of the Burt family, which is of 
English descent and which was planted two 
hundred and fifty years ago in New England, 
where its members were active and prominent 


_ in the development and industrial progress of 
| that section of the Union, from a forest region 
William Gray | 
was born on the Simon Cameron farm in | 


to a land of vast wealth, culture, and manu- 
factures, is given in the sketch of Hon. Friend 
this 


volume, and is the record of a noble and con- 


H. Burt, which appears elsewhere in 


scientious man who labored long and well for 
the promotion of individual happiness, good 
government, civil and religious liberty, and the 
highest dignity of humanity. 

William P. Burt received his education in 
the common schools of Pennsylvania and New 
York and the graded schools of Mannington, 
Marion county, this State, to which his parents 
removed when he was fourteen years of age. 
Leaving school, he determined upona business 
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career in life, and to better qualify himself for 


the discharge of its many duties, he entered | 


the Iron City Business College of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and was graduated from that 
old and well-known commercial institution in 
1870. Returning home, he became book- 
keeper for the firm of F. H. Burt and Son, 
with whom he remained for three years. At 
the end of that time he went to Grafton and 
was engaged there in the shoe and leather 
business with D. P. Logan, under the firm- 
name of Burt and Logan, from 1873 to 1877. 
In the spring of the latter year he returned to 
Mannington and again assumed charge of the 


books of F. H. Burt and Son, in which position | 


he continued until 1887, when the firm was re- 
organized and he became a member of it with 
his brothers, Captain Frank and Caleb, under 
the firm-name of F. H. Burt and Sons. Asa 
member of the new firm he gave special atten- 
tion to the office management and the super- 
vision of the books, with which he had _ be- 
come perfectly familiarized by ten years of 
continuous service as chief book-keeper. The 
new firm continued up to July 23, 1889, when 
F. H. Burt died, and the remaining partners 
formed the present Burt Manufacturing com- 
pany which was incorporated with a capital of 
$100,000 and of which Mr. Burt is a member 


and has been since its organization. He also 





tion of the state, and in 1892 organized the 
Rock Oil and Gas company, of which he is 
This company wa -ated 
under the laws of West Virginia, with an 


president. 


authorized capital of half a million dollars and 
owns four thousand acres of territory in Mar- 
shall county. Mr. Burt, while actively engaged 
ona large scale in enterprises calculated to bene- 
fit the entire northern part of the State, was not 
unheedful of the wants of his own town, and in 
1892 was one of the movers in organizing the 
Mannington Water Works company whose 
members besides himself were F. R. Stewart 
and John Blackshire. They erected substan- 
tial water works which were purchased a year 
later by the municipal authorities of Manning- 
ton. He was also active in the organization 
of the First National Bank of Mannington, or- 
ganized in June, 1895. He is a director in 
this bank. é 

On January 25, 1874, Mr. Burt was united 
in marriage with Rosa L. Prichard, a daughter 
of the late Hon. Alpheus Prichard, of Manning- 
ton ; to their union have been born seven chil- 
dren, of whom four are living: James R., Nel- 
lie J., Fred., and Laura F. 

William P. Burt is a pleasant and compan- 


_ionable gentlemen of extensive and varied 


became a member and the secretary of the | 


Burt Oil company which was organized in 1890 
and sank the first producing well on their ter- 


ritory, that to-day embraces nearly eight 


thousand acres of land in the West Virginia | 


oil belt that passes through Marion and Har- 
rison counties in which they have twenty-five 
producing wells. 
conversant with the affairs of the two large 
companies of which he had become a member 
he turned his attention toan undeveloped sec- 


After becoming thoroughly | 


information, who has a large and ever-widen- 
ening circle of friends. He has been an active 
democrat in politics since 1884, and prior to 
that time had been an ardent supporter of the 
republican party. He served as councilman of 
his town in (893; in 1895 was re-elected; and 
on the latter date was elected by the town 
council as alderman, but has been too actively 
engaged in business pursuits to take any lead- 
ing or prominent part in politics beyond giving 


| a warm and hearty support to the principles 


of the party of his choice, whose interests he 
never neglects in the hour of danger or need. 








7 7 sia cant ne aa ; 7 : 7 % 
eri). “ : i ' Y a i, 7 a a V4 me ae 7 an 
= _ 2 i 7 — 
o- 5 - 


KIZsOIIV 








/ - : 
si xi » Se brs @inie £ ~ jo. 11002 
’ : «rt 
lw to pynsqinos 2a) bor lO dteod. 
; meqmoa edT. dnvbiemnq 
“9 | i faies 
s fit Hii iv ieoV/ to ewal od SDT 
bns nellob noillim « Mud te letigss besiroriius 
a i pagina) Yr 418 it oft 1 san rao 
; 7 : - 72 at 
by: 3 visvidon slidw jawél ov noe EHede 
D4 > is 
’ ; _ - , ! — = e 
sosd of boteluals ‘ oni slang sya BHO 
os 7 ; 
WwW ‘ stg <: orld > 2K 1 on 13 § Tt wi 
. = ta 5 + ee 
i tefté .f vot © 16 16 23k 1-10 lutbeoordous 
i? yiixinsyio Mi n orld lo sno asw £@8! 
- i; s LPT he fae ie 
ow yneqmos e2l10' seW noteoinms! 
rs, “DL svaw Yoemid eobiesd eisdinem 
lwe betosses vol wl ndol bas 
IESYV & uy 3 nug sisv cloirt if j20"7 O16W he it 
oe ee ae ee ae 
-7 vines i 8 2S1 Os, tei. sift ree. ee: T3781 
noissingeio will: i jak o&8lf-2nw % nod 
-' OT) Mier 1 WOK Afi Jeti. Sl y 
tf 1083 ’ et oft prercat gl 4 sSati 
“i e 
Ane ib 
fib sw tall al sé yrhenal af 
d : sy. o® f. : S - 
Wit LEAy iy t VITO SecA. fi; = A TTR 
nF | t . 
o¥ THE f pr Les tt 4 ’ HOTA. r wT) 
Pe ee a ‘ 
i> HATS OU eMart Abs Tisfts ‘3 
; A earl some }-niorien tm 1 
4 

- = be 1 

*f wed 1s #2 i | oI 
n | bas tasensia poll FD malliwn 

td Bit { 

= Tata 4 f i> re rat! 

a ‘ ~ oe. 
- ] 5 now Adieomatn 
} & & | “2 WTS Herr } 
s lr tc nena 
rq DAG PEC!) som whleg fi DOTHSL 
- | t i . , a 
ik shioague tnebin os 4 barl orrid taels 

; ye 
lo HeMLDMOD 8s SV vi ind sesilenugsei 
= © 7 ~ 2 ’ 
bus ; batoals-s1 caw 208.14 sof) mt nvept el 

j 4 . 7 ai es 
mwOoI Shi yd batosls 2sw sigh 197k SAT iO 
= ll, 

f ~f -” in 
visvilon oof ased.ans Jud farsa 66 HOmuGm 
ot yng sol oi tinue 220c ud ni bsreyns 

We? <* ae daise SA hey rw sh SAC 1? 2s 

* t : 4 - ~ 
yavTy bnoysd 250i log mists anime 1g 19 gai 
* = ~ ‘ wv Zz 7 c « rl . ‘ 
esicqipaiiad 3/14 o} hrowgaouve Wiest bas MMIBW & 

5 > > +? ~ 

: - ! : ab 2 
od etesrsini seordw ,sieda eid to. yinag oAi to 


i 
' 
| 
| 
iy 


beni noisutijent lninramnmos awond-law bas 7 


} 


} +N 


| 
| 


| woitizag Honda at Witere baal WH Awe 


| 


| 


TIAATAOT QUA SASTHTARDONE - 





i 


p asdenam 6 smozed beth 9H iid Yo 233 GG 


| rob tseenid Qileop ritod ot —eeann ai oi : 
basins od esitub yar efi Yo aqroddoei b oft 
sige: te sisted easniaud Wid not t sil 
tad? mow batsubs ‘ty eew bns Sinsviganns 









































stood smrosd sit jsnmod orienutoA 
A Yo ana sd3~10t be, 
seid vol benigmst of rnoeivr f 
rnofte 10 oftnew od omit tel bass : 
rodiss! bas sore ot vin srart bogagns 
«mh od? whnad waged 4 dd dtiw eeon 
Vw of yea een , vey bne 18's 
ot benwist od wx Ieital a) lo gringe oft 
Ite syptinds homBees tings bas notgain _ 


ay es el , 
wee bis poll 


f PTTL 


hes 


we 


e284 lita bswnitne we ni 
s 


thtivwy ite redmgin § ortiesed sil ui is baxtete syie 


w iment onl notiw 


“SE BR 


vebrnu dels) bas dae wisiqnl > erarliord be: 
s2A .am2@ bos hel .H 4A to omsn-mmift Sf 


i? 
-netis isiosqe oveg ol enh wen off To deren 


-TIgue of) bas in>Mmeyensin soffto ai ee - 


od bed of doidw siiiw 2alood aft to #0 sot? 
ye 182 not a bosiznilimst yltostiag - 
dT :ges Latood leila es sbivi9e avout 

sthv ae wes vis] of qu bannitnos covit wont 
proihaq Beinismme od? bee bsib 3 “vw AO 
02 yoiuitotuneM +0 testa oft bom ‘of 
to latiqns 5 tithe Beseroquosni zew doittw ynkg 
dmsm 6 ei tw wt thoishw Yo bas 000,00 
otln sl .noitasinegio et s2nie mss est ba 

= 


gilt Yo. yisterzee sels bas todmem 6 sme 
oo81 ni bssinegre caw daidw ynaqmos iO hull” 
-191 tisd? po Slow gniowborq devi odd Anse b a 
adgie yhssn esomdnis * jest “0 

ainigiiV jes W olf ni basl Yo eovos be A2U 

28H bane nohal dguond esertxy testt 
averl ‘orks. opi nb esiiayon noe 
yidguorodt gaimoosd ) Pew gaiswb bong 


sgis! oi ari lo ovat ‘Hw sneers 


at 
a 


i 


ovi-7 now 


Aa ‘ 4 t 

.bson 10 w9gnsb lo wed ost pi 2toglgen 29veM | -* bogolevsbnu ms ‘ot! noite +) aan mut 
; i oe re Ku 
y 7 oP Li ra : i - — 
ae ne 4 3 Sh. be ‘ : fae . ha td 





OF MARION COUNTY. 


389 








Mr. Burt is in the very prime of life and in the | 


} 


midst of anactive businesscareer. Heis promi- | 
nent among the business men of Mannington, | 
and has before him the prospects of many | 


years of usefulness, both to himself and his 


country. 








eS 


ILLIAM E. MILLER, a successful busi- 
ness man of Barnsville, is the son of 
James and Sarah (Messenger) Miller, and was 
born at Morgantown, Monongalia county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), July 29, 1822. 


Mrs. Hirons, of the Pricket’s creek settlement. 
His first wife, Sarah (Messenger) Miller, was 
a daughter of Abner Messenger, of Connecti- 
cut, who married a Miss Pike, a cousin of 
General Pike, of the War of 1812, and came 


| to western Virginia, where his descendants are 


| numerous in Preston county. 


William E. Miller was reared principally at 
Greensboro, Pénnsylvania, where he received 


his education in a private school. He learned 


| the trade of cooper with his father, which he 
— followed until 1841, when he engaged in the 


James Miller was born near Hartford, Connec- | 


ticut, in 1780, and at twenty-one years of age 
started with his father-in-law for the Mus- 
kingum valley, but taking a fever at Marietta, 


manufacture of rolls for hand-spinning domes- 


tic cloths’ and flannel, at Barnsville. Five 


| years later he turned his attention to the 


Ohio, returned to Morgantown, where he | 


opened a coopering establishment, employing | 


four hands. 


In 1820 he went to Greensboro, | 


Pennsylvania, which he left in 1837, to go to | 


Middletown (now Fairmont), where he ran a 
coopering establishment and rented the ferry 

-tween that place and Palatine, in which town 
he bought the first laid-out lots, and to which 
he removed in 1839. Two years later he and 
his stepson purchased a farm upon which he 
resided until his death, March 19, 1856. He 
was an exemplary citizen and a class-leader in 
the Methodist Protestant church, and married 
Sarah Messenger, who was born in 1785, in 


Connecticut, and died at Palatine in 1839. To 


their union were born five sons and five 
daughters: Noah Buel; Abner Amherst; 
Samuel B.; James M.; William E. (subject) ; 
Emily, who married Jesse Core; Ann, wife of 
Daniel Gantz; Abigail Pike, married Thomas 
Pickens; Sarah, wife of W. H. Pinnell; and 
May P., wife of L. D. Fox. Of these children, 


but two are living, William E., and Mary P. . 
Fox, of Mt. Morris, Pennsylvania. James | 


Miller, after his first wife’s death, married a 


flouring mill business, which he conducted up 
to 1863, in which year he secured the flouring 
and saw-mill at Nuzum’s Mills, where he re- 
At the end of that time 
he returned to Barnsville, where he managed 


mained two years. 


the woolen mills of the Barnsville Manufactur- 
ing company until 1888, being a director and 
serving as president of that company. Since 
1888 he has not been actively engaged in the 
mills, but gives assistance in the stores and 
attends to the buying of wool used by the 
company. Mr. Miller is a staunch republican, 
and has been an official in the Methodist Prot- 
estant church for many years, and a teacher in 
the Sunday-school for fifty-seven years. He 
has also served as superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school. In early life he was first lieuten- 
ant and then captain of a Marion county vol- 
unteer militia company that offered its service 
to the government during the Mexican War, 
but was not accepted because he would not en- 
list for a term of three years. He is indus- 
trious, energetic and honest, and has fought 
well the battle of life, being successful in busi- 
ness and commanding the respect of his 


friends and neighbors. 
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On October 21, 1847, Mr, Miller married 
Nancy Jeretta Hall, daughter of Thomas Hall, 
an old citizen of the county, and an upright 
Thomas Hall was born 
1779, and was 
brought by his father, Asa Hall, to the Forks 
of Cheat in 1782. 
elder in the Presbyterian church in 1815, at 


Christian gentleman. 
in Delaware, January 11, 


He was ordained a ruling 


Morgantown, Virginia, and afterwards pur- | 


chased a farm near Houltown, and on which 
he erected a flouring-mill in 1828. 
of erysipelas July 28, 1869. _He was twice 
married, first ( Jane Bennett in 1799, and 
second to Elizabeth Stewart in 1813. His 
ancestry is given in the sketch of S. W. Hall, 
and Mrs. Miller is one of his daughters by his 
second marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller have six children : Pro- 
fessor Thomas Condit; Charles Albert, a 
teacher; Anna Belle, in charge of the primary 
department of the Fairmont schools; Buena 
Vista; Richard S.,in the Pennsylvania railroad 
freight service, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; and 
Mattie A. 


Professor Thomas C. Miller, the eldest son, | 


and principal of the preparatory department 
of the West Virginia University, has been 
recognized for a number of years as one of 
the leading educators of the State. He served 
as a member of company “FE,” seventh West 


Virginia volunteer infantry, the last year of the | 


Civil War, and then qualifying himself thor- 
oughly for teaching, was principal of the Fair- 
mont public school for twenty-one years in 
succession. He became a member of the 
faculty of the West Virginia University in 
1893. 
ence me 

9 QUIRE JAMES F. CHRISTY, a well- 

known and highly respected citizen of 
Mannington, and one of the ablest and most 


He died | 








popular justices of the peace of Marion county, 
is a son of William and Eliza (Kerns) Christy, 


and was born near Morgantown, Monongalia 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia), Jan- 
uary 26, 1836. His paternal grandfather, 
William Christy, Sr., was a native of the State 
of Virginia. He was a blacksmith by trade, 
and came to West Virginia, where he died at 
Fairmont, Marion county, in 1840. He mar- 


ried in eastern where his son, 
William 
Christy was reared in his native east Virginia 
county, and learned the trade of blacksmith 
his father. 


near Morgantown, and in 1846 enlisted ina 


Virginia, 
William Christy, was born in 1814. 


with He came in early life to 
company of Virginia infantry, which was re- 
cruited for service in Mexico. | His company 
took part in the siege of Vera Cruz, where he 
died from disease contracted in the trenches. 
He married Eliza Kerns, a daughter of Jacob 
They had five chil- 
dren, one son and four daughters. Mrs. Christy 
1815, 
and is yet living at the age of eighty years. 


Kerns, of Monongalia. 
was born in Monongalia county in 


James F. Christy was reared near Morgan- 
town, received his education in the old Mon- 
ongalia academy, and then was engaged in 
farming upto 1856,in which year he removed 
to Mannington, Marion county, where he 
managed for ten years the tanneries of Shaw 
and Letz, and their successors, Ross Brown and 
Company. In 1866, he left the tanneries to be- 
come a member of the firm of Beatty and 
Christy, which was engaged successfully for 
eight years in the manufacture of lumber in 
In 1876 
the firm was dissolved, and Mr. Christy re- 


the counties of Marion and Wetzel. 
tired from the lumber business. In the same 
year he was elected justice of the peace, which 
office he has held by re-election up to the 
present time. 
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In April, 1854, Mr. Christy was united in | 


marriage with Maria M. Dent, a daughter of 
R. E. Dent, of Morgantown. 


To their union | 


have been born six children, three sons and | 


three daughters: Eugene W., a painter, who 


married Kate Francis; D. E., who married | 
A. A. Farrist, a.cigar manufacturer of Cleve- | 
land, Ohio; William A., wedded Maggie | 


Nease, and is a painter at Washington, Penn- 
sylvania; Lydia B., married W. E. Cunning- 
ham, a merchant of Bingamon, Marion county ; 
Frank L., who died September 22, 1885, aged 
twenty-six years; and Mollie, the youngest 
daughter, is at home with her parents. 

"Squire Christy, during the late Civil War, 
was a member of the West Virginia militia, 
held subject to march at a moment's notice 
In 
1864 he enlisted in company “ P,” Sixth West 


on any Confederate invasion of the State. 


Virginia infantry, and served until June, 1865, 
when he was honorably discharged from the 
Federal service at Wheeling. He is a repub- 
lican in politics, and in religious faith and 
church membership a Methodist. He is a 
member of Marion Lodge, No. 428, Knights 
of Honor; and Evening Star Lodge, No. 54, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is 
also a prominent Blue Lodge Chapter Mason, 
holding membership in Mannington Lodge, 
No. 31, Free and Accepted Masons; and 
Orient Chapter, No. 9, Royal Arch Masons. 
‘Squire Christy ranks high as a justice of 
the peace, is respected as a man, and is popu- 
lar as a citizen. He has administered the 


affairs of his office in a very acceptable man- | 
ner to the public, and is fair and unbiased in | 


His successive 
attest his efficiency and his justice, and his 
popularity with his fellow-citizens, independ- 
ent of party considerations. 


his decisions. 


re-elections | 


| Virginia), October 28, 1837. 





EPHANIAH J. MARTIN, an active re- 
publican and prosperous merchant of 
Amos, Marion county, and one among the 
most enterprising, successful, and prompt 
business men of northern West Virginia, is a 
son of George Dent and Charlotte (Basnett) 
Blacksville, 
West 
His paternal 


fartin, and was born near 


Monongalia county, Virginia (now 


grandfather, Colonel Rawley Evans Martin, 
was born and reared near “ Jimtown,” on 
what is known as “ Martin bottom,” which 
lies along the Monongahela river. He was a 
farmer by occupation, and in 1830 removed to 
Ripley county, in southern Indiana, where he 
died on his farm in 1857, aged seventy-five 
years. He was a colonel of the Virginia State 
militia, and married Margaret Dent, a daugh- 
ter of Captain John Dent, who was a promi- 
nent and leading man in the early history 
of Monongalia county. Their children, all of 
whom have passed to the spirit world, were: 
Henry F., who lived and died in Granville, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia; Rawley 
E., a farmer of Missouri; George Dent; Frank, 
who settled in Indiana; Dudley, who became 
a resident of New Orleans, Louisiana; Nancy, 
who married James Scott, and went to Indi- 
ana; Gilley, who became the wife of John 
May; and Eliza, who wedded John Hiner. 
George Dent Martin, father, was born near 
Laurel Point, Monongalia county, in 1801. 
He was a mechanic, and in 1838 went to 
Indiana, where he remained up to 1848, when 
he returned to his native State and settled in 
Marion county. In 1872 he went to Dodd- 
ridge county, where he died in 1874, aged 
seventy-three years. He followed cabinet- 
making and building and contracting, and was 
a democrat in politics, and a worthy member 
of the Christian, or Disciples’, church. He 
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Basnett, a well-to-do farmer of near Cassville, | 


Monongalia county. 


-| 


To, George D. and | 


Charlotte Martin were born seven sons and > 


three daughters: Matilda, married Jesse Par- 
mer, and died in Indiana; John D., who died 
in Marion county; Nimrod, deceased, who 
was an early mail carrier from Mor€antown to 
Wheeling ; William, who died in childhood; 
De a 
business man of Illinois, who died in New 
1880; 
Stevens, of Monongalia county; Julia, wife of 
Albert Ammons. 

Zephaniah J. Martin received his education 


Zephaniah J., subject; Marmaduke 


Mexico in Mary, widow of Maron 


in the neighborhood common schools of 
West- 
ern and eastern schools were alike in his boy- 


Indiana and Marion county, this State. 


hood days, and were in the transition period 
between the pioneer and the modern educa- 
tional periods of this country. Although these 
schools were limited in their educational facili- 
ties, and rather crude in the character of 
instruction which was imparted in them, yet 
Mr. Martin secured a good, practical English 
education within their log walls. Leaving 
school, he was engaged in farming until 1870, 
when he opened his present general mercan- 
tile establishment at Amos. He has a well- 
fitted up room and a large stock of first-class 
goods, and does a good business, having an 
extensive patronage from the surrounding 
country. In addition to conducting his mer- 
cantile business, he operates a farm of seventy- 
two acres, which he owns. 


His farm is 


underlaid with a fine vein of coal, and lies in 


the oil belt of West Virginia, being only one- | 


Mr. 
Martin has dealt extensively in cattle for the 


fourth of a mile from a producing well. 


last twenty-three years, buying and shipping 


, county, West Virginia, for two years. 


married Charlotte Basnett, a daughter of Boaz | He is a stanch and active republican, and ever 


an earnest worker in county contests, as well 
as in state and national campaigns. He was 
a trustee of his school district for several 
years, town sergeant of Fairmont for one year, 
constable for two. terms, and jailer and deputy 
sheriff under Rally Morris, sheriff of Marion 
In 


_ public as in private life, Mr. Martin has been 








to the Baltimore and Philadelphia markets. | 


true to every trust reposed in him, and has 
always conducted his affairs by correct busi- 
ness methods. He has been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and ranks high 
as a reliable and energetic business man. 

On March 8, 1863, Mr. Martin was united 
in marriage with Garlinda Yost, who was a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and a daughter of Aaron Yost, of Paw Paw 


district. To their union were born three 


| children: Clara, wife of Henry Taggart, an 


extensive contractor and builder of Toledo, 
Ohio; William Grant; and Sallie, a clerk in 
her father’s mercantile establishment. Mrs. 
Garlinda Martin died January 6, 1876, aged 
thirty years, and Mr. 
wedded, on May 12, 1877, Mrs. Harriet Yost, 
daughter of Samuel Neptune, and widow of 
Dr. Josiah Yost, of Amos. 

have been born six children: 


Martin afterwards 


To this union 

Luna, Maud, 
Grace, Benjamin Harrison, Pearl, and a son 
who died in infancy. 

Zephaniah J. Martin is a man of quiet 
energy, and takes hold of every enterprise in 
which he embarks with unflagging persever- 
ance. 

eS Yak 
IMROD MORGAN was reared in Marion 
N county and learned the trade of carpen- 
ter, which he followed at different times for 
nearly twenty-three years. He operated a 
steam saw-mill in Mannington district from 
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1864 to 1875,and then became a member of | in Mannington and Lincoln districts, of Mar- 


the firm of N. Morgan and company, which | 


operated a planing mill at Mannington from 


1882 to 1887, when it was destroyed by fire. | 
After his marriage in 1846, he lived for three | 


years on a farm in Mannington district, and in 
February, 1850, removed to Mannington, which 


ion county, is a son of Jacob B. and Elizabeth 
(Barnhouse) Morgan, and was born in what is 
now Lincoln district, Marion county, West 
Virginia, May 5, 1827. 
father, David Morgan, was asonof Rev. David 


His paternal grand- 


| Morgan, a native and life-long resident of 


he left December 2, 1856, to take possession — 


of his present farm one mile north of the town, 
where he has resided ever since. 
three hundred and thirty-five acres of good 
farming land in Mannington and Lincoln dis- 
tricts, and starting with nothing into the battle 
of life he has worked hard and acquired a good 
home and an ample competency. He hasbeen 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
since 1854. 
whig, and cast his first presidential vote for 


He was originally an old-line 
Taylor. He is nowa strong republican, and 
served as road overseer in 1888, as constable 
in 1862, 1863 and in 1864, and as county com- 
missioner in 1866 and 1867. 

On October 18, 1848, Mr. Morgan married 
Mariah Kendall,a daughter of Samuel Kendall, 
of Mannington district. They have four chil- 
dren: Dr. William A.; Marshall A., foreman 
in the planing mill of Montgomery and com- 
pany; Laura E.; and James A. 

Dr. William A. Morgan was born February 
1, 1849, received his education at the Fairmont 
State Normal School and West Virginia 
University, and read medicine with Dr. P. B. 
Youst, of Mannington. 
from a medical college in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
the class of 1871. 
1874 at Middlebourn, Tyler county, and since 
the last-named year has been engaged in the 
practice of his profession at Mannington. 


Nimrod Morgan, a self-made man in the | 


truest sense of the word, and one of the pros- 
perous business men and largest land-holders 


He was graduated | 


He practiced from 1871 to | 


Berkeley county, who served for many years as 


a useful minister of the Methodist Episcopal 


He owns | 





church. David Morgan was born in that fate- 
ful year of American history—1775—and in 
1804 came to whatis now Marion county, set- 
tling four miles north of Fairmont on a one- 
thousand-acre tract of land that had been pat- 
There 
he lived during the remainder of his life except 


ented by his father some years earlier 


afew years passed with his son Jacob B,, at 
whose house he died in 1859, aged eighty-four 
years. He wasa farmer and a democrat, and 
served under Scott at Lundy’s Lane in the 
War of 1812. He wasa member of the Camp- 
bellite or Christian church, and married Eva 
Bultz, by whom he had six children, five sons 
and one daughter. Jacob Morgan, father, 
was born in Berkeley county, August 18, 1800. 
He was brought by his parents in 1804 to 
Marion county, where he died in Mannington 
district, February 3, 1860. He was a mechanic 
and a farmer, but passed most of his life on the 
farm. He was a democrat, and for over haif 
a century had been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, in which he was a very zeal- 
ous worker. He married Elizabeth Barnhouse, 
who was a daughter of Henry Barnhouse, and 
died at the age of eighty-six years. Mrs. Mor- 
gan was an estimable lady, and seventy years 
of her long life had been spent as a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. To Jacob and 
Elizabeth Morgan were born eight children, 


six sons and two daughters. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





OSHUA C. PARRISH, a prominent busi- 
ness man of Farmington, Marion county, 


West Virginia, is a son of Edward Parrish, | 


and was born in what is now Lincoln district, | 


Marion county, West Virginia, June 14, 1838. 
About 1631 a colony of Friends or Quakers 


creek, a few miles north of Morgantown, 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
He married a lady by the name of 
Polly Criss. 


ginia). 
They became the parents of 


| eleven children, whose names follow: Chris- 


from England, under William Penn, emigrated © 


to the United States. 
another body of them located in what is now 


About the same time 


Baltimore county, Maryland, about sixteen 
miles from the city, and formed a settlement 
known as Quaker Baltimore. Among the 
least one family of Parrishes, the first family 
of the name, so far as is positively known, to 


tian, Catharine, Nancy, Dickey B., Joshua, 
Edward, Michael, William, Jesse, Haymond, 
and Maria. 

Richard Parrish lived in Monongalia county 
for a time, and then removed to the west fork 


_ of the Monongahela river, six miles south of 


_ Fairmont, where he lived to the advanced age 
families that located at the latter place was at | 


of ninety years. Edward Parrish, father, was 


born in Marion county, on March 1, 1793, 


| and died December 27, 1873. 


settle in the new world. There is a tradition | 


in the family that the first work that was done 


on the American flag was done by a lady by | 


the name of Parrish. From that family are 
descended all the numerous families in the 
United States, and its members are to be found 
in almost every state and territory in the 
United States. 


still to be found in their native state, on the 


Many of them, however, are 


eastern shore of the Chesapeake bay, and in 


the city of Baltimore. In August, 1748, Ed- 


ward, son of Richard and Rachel Parrish, was | 


born in Quaker Baltimore. 
became the father of the following children: 
Richard, born August 26, 1769; William, 
born April 15, 1773; J- 





He married and | 





, born August 25, | 


1774; Samuel, born February 24, 1776; Sus- | 


anna, born April 23, 1777; Enoch; Nellie, 
born July 19, 1795; Dorsey, born August 22, 
1796; Cassius, born December 6, 
August 18, 1800; Sallie, born April 27, 1802, 
and Isaac. The eldest member of the family, 
Richard Parrish, grandfather, left the parental 
home near the end of the eighteenth century, 
and located on what is now known as Crooked 


1797 5 | 
Jesse, born February 13, 1799; Evans, born | 





| of Amos and Rachel Price. 


He took up 
the craft of an agriculturist as a means of 
securing a livelihood, and became the owner of 
about four hundred acres of land in Lincoln 
district. 


and successful, and accumulated a considerable 


As a farmer, he was active, energetic 


competency, but through injudicious endorse- 
ments lost considerable of his possessions. 
He was a man of good judgment, and of con- 
siderable legal education, and served his dis- 
trict efficiently a number of years as justice 
of the peace. He was a class leader in the 
Methodist Episcopal church. On October 16, 
1823, he married Prissosia Price, a daughter 
She was born 
September 21, 1802, and died May 30, 1859. 
Thirteen children were born to this union: 
Christiana, deceased, was the wife of A. R. 
Snodgrass, of Lincoln district; Elizabeth, the 
wife of G. H. J. Koon, a farmer of Weston, 
West Virginia; William H., deceased; Nancy 
R., wife of Alexander Toothman, a farmer of 
this county; Mary Ellen, widow of the late 
Joseph Caton, of Lincoln district ; Edward, a 
farmer of Lincoln district; Sarah, wife of 
William H. Morgan, a contractor and builder, 
of Grafton, Taylor county, West Virginia; 
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Catharine, wife of J. M. Reese, a farmer of 
this county; Jesse N., deceased; Joshua C.; 
Daniel P., a farmer of Lincoln district; 
Rachel, wife of J. G. Eddy, a farmer of Paw 
Paw district, this county ; and Ferdinand, 
died in infancy. 


Joshua C. Parrish was reared upon his | 
father’s farm, and was given the advantages of © 
such educational training as was offered by | 
the subscription schools of his boyhood days. 
He then took up farming and followed it as an | 
avocation from 1858 to 1870, when he took a | 
position as traveling salesman with the firm of | 
J. M. Hale, dealer in musical instruments, of | 


Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, remaining in this 
employ for twelve years. 
oil industries of Marion county began to be 
developed, he turned his attention to these 
fields, and does a large business in the line of 
leasing and buying oil and coal lands and real 
estate. He has laid out into town lots an ad- 
dition to Farmington known as Parrish Addi- 
tion. In political preference he is a stanch 
democrat ; though in no sense an office-seeker, 
since 1883 he has served as notary public, and 
is now justice of the peace of Lincoln district. 


On May 17, 1859, he married Matilda, a 


daughter of Spencer Martin. One child, Emma | 


B., wife of H. L. Morris, a druggist of Farm- 
ington, was born to this union. Joshua C. 
Parrish is a thorough-going, enterprising, and 


energetic business man, and has done much 
| teaching in the common schools of his native 


toward the developing of the wonderful natural 
resources of Marion county. It is to such 
men as he that not only Marion county, but 
the state of West Virginia owes much of her 
material prosperity and substantial progress. 


We can not have too many such men. 


When the coal and | 


jurisprudence. 





ILLIAM H. MARTIN, an able member 
of the Marion county bar, and who 


| practices in the higher courts of West Virginia 
_ and Pennsylvania and before the United States 


court, is a son of John and Rosannah (Pryor) 
Martin, and was born at Butler, Butler county, 
Pennsylvania, December 7, 1858. John Martin 
was born in county Down, Ireland, in 1820, 
and at fourteen years of age came to Clearfield 
township, Butler county, Pennsylvania, where 
he worked on a farm for several years; he 
then went to the town of Butler, of which he 
was a resident until his death in 1879. During 
the latter years of his life he followed contract- 
ing on brick-work, and at the time of his 
death was a man of prominence and influence. 
He was a democrat in political affairs and was 
elected by his party as treasurer of Butler 
county, Pennsylvania, in which office he served 
for the term of three years. He was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church, and married 
Rosannah Pryor, who is now in the seventy- 
first year of her age, and still resides at Butler, 
near which she was born. They reared a 
family of eight children, four sons and four 
daughters. 

William H. Martin was reared at Butler, 
Pennsylvania, where he received his element- 
ary education in the public schools. He then 
entered Witherspoon academy, from which he 
was graduated in the class of 1877. Leaving 
the academy he was employed for two years in 


county, and then resolved upon a study of 
In pursuance of this resolu- 
tion he commenced reading law in 1879, with 
Frank N. Easton, then a lawyer of his native 
town, and now a resident of Middlesex county, 
Virginia. After 
course of reading he passed a successful ex- 


completing the required 


amination and was admitted to the bar of 
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Butler county, September 20, 1882. He con- | 
tinued reading and studying and practiced | 
some until 1886, when on October 6 of that | 
year he was admitted at Pittsburg, to practice 
before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
Three years later, on March 4, 1889, he was | 
admitted to practice before the District Court | 
of the United States for eastern Pennsylvania, | 
at Scranton, Pennsylvania. Immediately after | 
admission to the United States courts he went | 
to Beaver, Pennsylvania, where he practiced | 
until January 1, 1892, when he came to Fair- 
mont. He soon obtained a good practice, and 

on August 14, 1894, formed a partnership | 
with Franklin C. Holmes, under the present | 
They | 
practice in the different courts of the county | 


firm name of Martin and Holmes. 


and are general practitioners. 

On September 22, 1880, Mr. Martin mar- 
ried Lydia C. Reed, a daughter of George W. 
Reed, a resident of Prospect, Butler county, 
Pennsylvania. To their union have been born | 
five children, three sons and two daughters: | 
Arthur L.; Frank E., deceased; Blanch E.; | 
Hettie, deceased, and Winfield M. 

Since coming to Fairmont, Mr. Martin has | 
taken an active part in political affairs, and has 
made a great many 


campaign speeches 





throughout Marion county, in the interest of 
the democratic party, whose principles he has 
always supported. While able as a campaign 
orator, and active in politics, he does not allow 
the excitement of public life to interfere with 
his regular legal work. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church and has | 


made many friends since coming to Fairmont. 


He is plain and unostentatious, yet pleasant 
and affable, and has become justly popular | 
Mr. 
’Martin has always believed in being up 


in the wide circle of his acquaintances. 





to high-water mark in his profession, and 





after coming to this state became a member 
of the bar of the Supreme Court of Appeals 
and of the bar of the federal court of West 
Virginia. He is a courteous gentleman, an 
able lawyer and a popular citizen. 


————So—_—__——_ 


ORSEY P.. FITCH, M. D., a member 

of the West Virginia State Medical 
Society, and a prosperous physician of Fair- 
mont, where he has won success and position 


_ by knowledge and skill, is a son of Captain 


Enoch P. and Louisa (Dorsey) Fitch, and was 


born at Morgantown, Monongalia county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), September 12, 
1858. His paternal grandfather, Arthur Fitch, 
was of sturdy New England stock, and left his 
native state to settle in Preston county, where 
he remained but a short time. He then came 
to Monongalia county, in which he passed the 
remainder of his days. His son, Captain Enoch 
Fitch, was born in Preston county, West Vir- 
ginia (then Virginia), and early in life became 
He 


was a whig in political views, served in the 


active and prominent in political affairs. 


capacity of sheriff of Monongalia county for 
sixteen years, and when the long-pent spirit 
of insurrection burst into open rebellion in 
Charleston harbor, he was among the first to 
offer his services to the Federal government. 
He served as captain, and afterwards as quar- 
termaster until his death, May 31, 1864, in 
Hanover county, Virginia. Active, energetic 
and reliable, his loss was felt in his regiment 
and also at home. Captain Fitch married 
Louisa Dorsey, a member of the old and in- 
fluential Dorsey family of Monongalia county. 
Captain and Mrs. Dorsey had a family of four 
children, two sons and two daughters, all of 
whom are dead except Dr. Dorsey P., the 


subject of this sketch. 
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Dorsey P. Fitch was reared in his native 
county, and received his literary and scientific 
education at the West Virginia University, at 
Morgantown, and then took his first course of 
lectures at Jefferson Medical college, Philadel- 
phia, after which he practiced for four ‘years 
with his preceptors, Drs. Hugh W. and L. S. 
Brock, whose reputation as able physicians 
and surgeons extended throughout West 
Virginia and into adjoining states. At the 
end of this valuable four years’ practice, dur- 
ing which he treated all kinds of diseases and 


acquired an experience as beneficial as could | 


have been secured in any large city hospital, 
he returned to Jefferson Medical college, from 
which he was graduated in the class of 1885. 
Immediately after graduation he opened an 
office at Frostburg, Maryland, where he prac- 


ticed for three years. At the end of that 


time he came to Fairmont, where he has been | 
successfully engaged in the practice of his | 


chosen profession ever since. He is a general 


practitioner, but pays special attention to all | 


diseases of the eye. 


On September 3, 1884, Dr. Fitch was united 


in marriage with Sallie Haymond, a daughter 
of Marcus W. Haymond, of Fairmont. Their 
union has been blessed with two children, a 
son and a daughter: George Carroll and 
Sallie Louisa. 

Dr. Dorsey P. Fitch is a democrat in poli- 
tics, and has been a member for some time of 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free and Accepted 
Masons. Dr. Fitch always keeps up to the 
high-water mark in his profession. 
has filled his mind with the best thoughts of 
the colleges and the leading physicians of the 





relied largely upon his own inward efforts 
and built upon his own foundations. Perse- 
verance, diligence, close study, careful reading 
and untiring devotion to his profession have 
made Dr. Fitch prominent and successful, and 
promise him in the future that just eminence 
and proud distinction to which thé progressive 


Dr. 


Fitch is a pleasant and courteous gentleman, 


and able physician is truly entitled. 


and while enthusiastically devoted to his pro- 
fession, yet he is a man of observation, has a 
large fund of general information, and pos- 
Patient 
and 


sesses good conversational powers. 


purpose, thorough knowledge, wise 
action have given him success and the higher 


reward of honorable reputation. 
“oa —_—_—_ 


EORGE M. ALEXANDER, a graduate 

of the West Virginia University, and a 
lawyer of Fairmont in active and successful 
practice, is a son of John and Caroline (Conn) 
Alexander, and was born in Cass district, 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, Novem- 
ber 10, 1867. Among the old and worthy 
families of Greene county, Pennsylvania, was 
the Alexander family, whose members were 


A member of 


moral, industrious, and thrifty. 
this family was John Alexander, whose son, 


George Alexander, removed from his Pennsyl- 


_vania home to Cass district, in Monongalia 


county, where he purchased and tilled a farm 
until his death, which occured April 4 1877, 


- when he was in the seventy-sixth year of his 


While he | 


age as a preparation, yet he has preserved and © 


developed his own individuality, and has 
thought and worked and grown into a care- 


ful, safe and progressive physician. He has 


age. He was born April 10, 1802, and in early 
life did not see fit to take up his father’s pro- 
fession of teaching, but followed the trade of 
stone mason. In later years, however, he 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. 
He married Mary Chaplin, and reared a fam- 


ily of two sons and four daughters. One of 
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the sons was John Alexander (father), who was | 


born in Cass district, Monongalia county, May 
6, 1842 and removed to Morgantown in 18go. 
His early life had been given to the manage- 
ment and cultivation of his farm, but after 
making an extensive western tour he came 
back and removed to Morgantown, where he 
engaged in his present business of dealing in 
farm machinery and agricultural implements. 
He is a democrat in politics, served as justice 
of the peace for two terms of four years each, 
was assessor in 1891 and 1892 by appoint- 
ment of Governor Fleming, and has always 
given his party a hearty support. Heis a 
member of the Baptist church and a past grand 
of the Monongalia Lodge, No. 10, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. Alexander is an 
exemplary citizen,and married on February 
Io, 1867, Caroline Conn, a daughter of the 
late Rev. George F.C. Conn, a resident of 
West Virginia anda native of Pennsylvania. 
To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 
have been born two children, George M. and 
Clyde. 

George M. Alexander was reared on the 


the home farm, and received his elementary | 


education in the public schools, after which he 
entered the West Virginia University, from 
which he was graduated :n the scientific course 
in the class of 1892. During his last two years 


at the University, in addition to the full studies | 


of his course, he added those of the department 


of law and was graduated in the law class of | 
1892. After graduation he came to Fairmont, | 


where he opened a law office in October, 1892. 
Nearly a year later, on September 8, 1893, he 


formed his present legal partnership with Em- | 


mett M. Showalter, under the firm-name of 
This firm holds a 
prominent place at the Marion county bar, and 
Mr. Alexander not only possesses the ability 


Showalter and Alexander. 











to win success, but also has the substantial 
qualities to hold the fruits of victory. Schol- 
arly and well informed, he has that force of 
character, vigorous thought, and sound judg- 
ment which often carry their possessor over 
obstacles that brilliant genius and the popular 
The 
record of his early labors is but begun, yet if 


judgment pronounce insurmountable. 


continued are such as to insure professional 
distinction in his later years of life. True to 
his client and not forgetting what is due to his 
profession he closely examines his cases in all 
their intricacies and bearings, and then pre- 
sents them in their strongest light before 
whatever tribunal he is trying them. Heisa 
democrat in political opinion, and has done ac- 


| tive service in behalf of his party. He is a 


member of the PhiSigma Kappa college society 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows; and the First Baptist church of 


| Fairmont, of which he is the present treasurer. 


Intelligent, active, and well-read, he is an earn- 
est and deserving worker in his chosen pro- 
fession. 

On June 22, 1892, George M. Alexander 
wedded Gertrude Jamison, a daughter of James 
Jamison, of Morgantown, Monongalia county. 


—————_———_—_ 


AMES RILEY FLEMING, a progressive 
business man, and one of the founders 

and proprietors of the Barnesville woolen 
mills, of Marion county, favorably known for 
their excellent products, is a son of John S. 
and Ann Fleming, and was born just above 
Fairmont, on the Monongahela river, in 
Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
November 6, 1824. He received his education 
in one of the typical old log school-houses of 
his boyhood days, and in order to avail him- 
self of the limited educational privileges of the 
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subscription schools, had to walk three miles 
morning and night. Leaving school at an 
early age, he learned, with his uncle, Benjamin 
Fleming, of Fairmont, the trade of hatter, 
which he followed for about ten years, first as 
a journeyman, and then as a partner with his 
uncle Benjamin. After 


March 26,.1850, he removed to Barnesville, 


his marriage, on 


where he formed a partnership with his 
brother-in-law, James F. Barnes, and they 
conducted a general mercantile business, be- 
sides operating the grist and saw-mill built at 
that place by Thomas Barnes. In a few years 


they sold a half interest in the saw and grist- | 


mill to John S. Barnes and E. Hamilton, with 
whom they also formed a partnership to erect 
the Barnesville woolen mill, which has been 
successfully operated by them ever since. The 
mill building has burned down twice and been 
rebuilt, first in 1886, and again in 1892. The 
mill is now operated in the manufacture of 
skirts, flannels and jeans, which have a ready 
sale in this and adjoining states, where they 
are largely sought on account of their dura- 
bility and high quality of finish. In connection 
with his Barnesville enterprise, Mr. Fleming 
was engaged in the general mercantile busi- 
He 
is a republican in politics, and Methodist Pro- 


ness at Fairmont for nearly eight years. 


testant in religious faith and church member- 
ship. 

In March, 1851, Mr. Fleming was united in 
marriage with Caroline M. Barnes, a daughter 
of Thomas Barnes, of Barnesville. 
Mrs. Fleming have one child, Margaret Vir- 
ginia, who married George Watson, and after 
his death wedded Hon. C. L. Smith, one of the 
editors and publisher of the Fairmont /zdex. 
James R. Fleming is one of the substantial 
business men of the county who have deserved 


success and won it. He has given that strict 


Mr. and | 
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| care and honest work to his business, that has 


not only increased it largely in proportions, 
but has also won for himself a character and 
standing, both at home and abroad. He has 
done much for Barnesville in giving to it in- 
creased wealth and business. 

The Fleming family ranks with the old and 
respectable families of the State, and quite a 
full account of its old-world ancestry and new- 
be found in the 
sketches of Governor Fleming and the Flem- 


world establishment will 
ing family, that appears elsewhere. Benoni 
Fleming, one of the three sons of William 
Fleming, who made their home in western 
Virginia, was the paternal grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch. * 

Benoni Fleming was born in Kent county, 
Delaware, in 1768, and at twenty-one years of 
age came to what is now Marion county, 
where he settled on a large tract of land,a 
part of which is now owned by his grandson, 
Joseph M. Fleming. He married Mary Ste- 
phenson, and reared a large family of sons and 
daughters. His second son, John S., was born 
in 1795, and died on the home farm in August, 
1871. 
Fleming, who was a daughter of Alexander 


He was a farmer, and married: Ann 


Fleming, a native of Delaware and an early 
settler of western Virginia. Mrs. Ann Flem- 
ing died in March, 1872, aged seventy-seven 
years, and left seven children: James Riley, 
subject; Julia Ann, wife of John Fletcher, of 
near Fairmont; Benjamin D.; Joseph M.; 
Eunice, who married James W. Boggess, of 
Fairmont; Edgar W., a resident of near Col- 
fax, this State; and Lexina, wife of John W. 
Everhart, of West Virginia. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 








SAAC S. COX, M.D.—To the Highlands | Joseph F. Cox was born on the banks of 
of Scotland, the gentleman whose name | 


heads this sketch traces his ancestry. 
a son of Joseph F. and Elizabeth (Hayhurst) 


Cox, and was born in Greenwood, Ritchie 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia), May 23, 
1860. 

In the “Land of the Thistle,’ near the 
middle of the eighteenth century, was born 
the great-great-grandfather of Dr. Cox. He 
removed from Scotland to England, where he 
reared a large family, seven of whom, all 
boys, came to America, landing in the city of 


Baltimore. Their names were Ezekiel, Jona- 


than, Moses, Isaac, Abraham, and two others | 
whose names have been lost to history. Of | 


these Abraham was the great-grandfather of 
Dr. Isaac S. Cox. 
land over a century ago to near Morgantown, 


He removed from Mary- 


Monongalia county, West Virginia (then Vir- | 


ginia), where he purchased a large farm of 
three hundred acres. His intention had been 
to go to Kentucky, but was led to change his 
mind on account of the Indian troubles that 
then existed in the “Dark and _ Bloody 
Grounds.” Dr. Cox, grandfather, was born 
in Monongalia county, and followed farming 
Although he was but the 


second generation in this country, he had 


for a livelihood. 


become thoroughly Americanized, as is amply 
evidenced from the fact that he took up arms 
in the War of 1812, and fought against the 
oppressions of the mother country. He served 
in that conflict about three months as cor- 
poral. His religious faith and fervor are 
expressed in the statement that he was an 
official member of the Presbyterian church. 
He married Miss Frances Fisher, a daughter 
of John Fisher, and had the following chil- 
dren: Susan, Evaline, Joseph F., Isaac S., Na- 
than C., Christina, Charlotte, Rachel and Mary. 


Hers" | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ee ge 








Indian creek, in Monongalia county, Septem- 
ber 14, 1826. Starting out in life on his own 


| account he took up farming and stock-drov- 


ing, which he followed about six years, then 
after following lumbering and rafting for 
about five years, he learned the trade of a car- 
penter, which he pursued until 1874. At the 
latter date he went to Saline county, Kansas, 
and for two years remained in the west 
engaged in farming. Since his return he has 
lived at Rivesville, West Virginia. 

He was an active member in the state 
militia of Virginia, in which he held a com- 
mission of captain, and was called to the front 
during the late Civil War, when the emer- 
gency of circumstances demanded it upon the 
occasion of Jones’ raid. He is a Methodist 
in orthodox faith. 

In 1850 he married Elizabeth Hayhurst, a 
daughter of Benjamin Hayhurst, a soldier in 
the War of 1812, and a participant in the bat- 
tle of Fort Meigs. To this marriage were 
born nine children: Alice, wife of E. C. 
Nixon; Charlotte, wife of S. C. Kennison, of 
the state of Kansas; Arthur L., who gradu- . 
ated from the West Virginia University, and 
is now practicing law at Minden, Louisiana; 
Benjamin, deceased, was killed by a lumber 
wagon ; Isaac S., subject; James D., a gradu- 
ate of the West Virginia University, and now 
a practitioner of medicine at Markleysburg, 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania; William J,a 


| practicing physician at Uniontown, Wetzel 


county; Susie, deceased, and Silas A., de- 
ceased. 

Dr. Cox was educated in the West Vir- 
ginia University and the Salina Normal Uni- 
versity, at Salina, Kansas, from which he grad-. 
uated in the class of 1886. He took a thor- 


ough course in the West Virginia University 
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upon the subject of anatomy and other collat- 


icine. 





_ drix; Nancy, who marrieda Mr. Crosby; Sarah, 
eral subjects preparatory to the study of med- | 


He then entered the Kentucky Medi- | 


cal College, at Louisville, Kentucky, from | 


which he graduated in 1891, and afterward 


took special courses in Kansas City, Missouri. | 


The latter part of the year 1891 he located in 
Rivesville, where he has remained ever since, 
and by a close application to his professional 
He 
is at present president and stockholder in the 


duties has built up a very good practice. 


Farmers’ Mill company, of Rivesville, and is 
also running a drug store in connection with 
his practice. 
Medical Association of West Virginia, and 


whomarried a Mr. Ruby; Rachel, never mar- 
ried ; Mary, who marrieda Mr. Fleming; Hes- 
ter, who married a Mr. Cleland. 

John Conaway, father, was born in Bedford 
county, Pennsylvania, April 17, 1795,and died 


_ October 16, 1868, in this county. He came 


He is a member of the State | 


‘keeps fully abreast of the times in every pro- — 


gress or advancement of the profession. 
—_—_——o SS 


OLONEL ANDREW F. CONAWAY, 
a thorough-going and prosperous far- 


mer of Fairmont district, Marion county, | 


West Virginia, is a son of John and Sarah 
(Fleming) Conaway, and was born near Fair- 


ber 21, 1823. 
The Conaway family is of the sturdy Scotch- 


to Monongalia county with his father’s family, 
but soon afterwards removed to Marioncounty, 
and followed various lines of business, among 


. which were farming, stock-raising and stock- 


dealing on an extensive scale for that day, and 
also stone-masoning. He was a democrat, 
politically, and a man of good judgment and 
of strict probity, and was frequently called by 
his party and the people of his district to serve 
them in various offices of a political nature. 
In this connection he served as a constable, 
overseer of the poor, and as justice of the 
peace. He was a pillar in the Methodist 
Episcopal church, serving in the capacities of 
He was a useful 


man in the community in which he lived—a 


exhorter and class-leader. 


man who, by reason of his good judgment, 
mont, Marion county, West Virginia, Novem- | 


Irish stock, the predominant element of the | 


population of western Pennsylvania, whence 
the family came. John Conaway, grandfather, 


strict integrity of character and kindly spirit, 
was a natural leader among men. He was 
twice married. His first wife was Sarah, a 


daughter of Alexander Fleming, a farmer of 


_ Fairmont district, and a member of the old 


was, probably, born in Bedford county, that 


state. 


He removed, in 1814, to Monongalia | 


county, West Virginia (then Virginia), where he — 
spent the rest of his life, dying in 1831, at the 
age of eighty years. He married Rachel Wili- 


son, a native of Bedford Co., Pennsylvania, and 


reared a family of ten children as follows : Baz- | 
zell, who married a Miss Crosby; Charles, who | 


married a Miss Conaway; John, who married 
a Miss Fleming ; Jeremiah, who marrieda Miss 


Hunter; William, who married a Miss Hen- 
2—6 


and numerous Fleming family of this county, 
whose complete history appears in another 
part of this work. To this union were born 
Edmund M., 
deceased, was a farmer of Fairmont district; 


five sons and one daughter: 


Colonel Andrew; Nathan P., deceased, was a 
miller of Barrackville; Grafton S., a retired 
farmer, now living in Fairmont; John C.,, of 
Harrison county, West Virginia; Lydia Ann, 
deceased, was the wife of John L. Hawkins. 
Mrs. Sarah Fleming Conaway died in 1834, 
and in 1835 he married as his second wife 
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To them were born 


Mrs. Hannah Randall. 
the following children: Nancy, wife of Peter 


Hibbs, of Wayne county, Iowa; Elizabeth, | 
deceased, who married Eugenus Hibbs, a | 


farmer of Mannington district, this county. 
Mr. Conaway was reared upon his father’s 


farm, and attended the subscription schools, | 


learned the carpenter trade and worked at it 
In 1855, he and his brother 
Nathan, purchased a grist and saw-mill and 


a few years. 


carding-mill at Barrackville, which they ope-. 
rated until 1870, doing an extensive business 
along these lines for the locality. Since 1870, 
he has been extensively engaged in farming, 
owning a farm where he now resides of one 
hundred and thirty acres, and another of one 
hundred and eight acres in Fairmont district. 
He takes active interest in the schools of the 
county, and is a member of the board of 
education of his district. 
of colonel from the position he, for ten years, 
held in the State militia of Virginia. He 
married on April 3, 1859, Elizabeth, a daughter 
of Benjamin F. Boor, of this county. They 
are the parents of three children: John F.,a 


dairyman on the old homestead ; Martha, wife | 


of Caleb Davis, a farmer of Barrackville; and 


Minnie J., deceased, was the wife of J. F. | 


Snodgrass, a_ school-teacher of Fairmont 


district. 





Ss 





Bean F. THOMAS, a well-to-do | 
farmer, of Lincoln district, this county, | 


He gets the title | 





of Washington’s death, in 1799, in Monongalia 
county, and died in 1864. He early learned 
the trade of a carpenter and took up contract- 
ing and building, in which line of work he 
was eminently successful. He served for a 
time in the War of 1812, and was among the 
victorious troops that stormed the city of 


Norfolk. 


union was with a Miss Shively and resulted in 


He was twice married; his first 


| the birth of four children: Mary, the widow 





isa son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Casady) | 
Thomas, and was born at Evansville, Preston | 


county, West Virginia, December 9, 1847. 
The family traces its genealogy to a Welsh 
origin, grandfather Thomas emi- 
grated from Wales and settled in Monongalia 
county, this State, where he followed farming. 
Benjamin Thomas, father, was born the year 


having 


| 
| 





of 
county, Indiana; John, deceased; Philip, de- 
ceased, and james, also deceased, died in the 


Stacy; she now lives in Henry 


service of his country during the late Civil 
War. 
of the subject of this memoir, and was blessed 
in the birth of four children: Jane, deceased ; 


His second union was with the mother 


Caroline, wife of Jerre Rowan, of Morgan 
county, Indiana; Marion, deceased, and Ben- 
jamin F., who was educated in the schools of 
Morgantown, Monongalia county. He learned 
the trade of a shoemaker, which he followed 
a number of years, but was obliged to give it 
up on account of ill health. In 1878, he pur- 
chased a farm, where he now lives, in Lincoln 
district, consisting of one hundred and twenty 
acres, and in 1890 he added to this by a pur- 
chase of another farm consisting of one hun- 
dred and tenacres. This land is all underlaid 
with coking coal, is situated in the oil belt, 
one gas well being in operation at the present 
time. In his farming business he makes a 
specialty of the related industry of dairying. 

January 6, 1870, Benjamin F. Thomas and 
Emma C., a daughter of William B. Long 
(see sketch), of Monongalia county, were 
united in marriage. Ten children have been 
born to this marriage: Mary Belle, born Oc- 
tober 21, 1871; William M., born January 19, 
1873, was appointed state cadet to the West 


Virginia University, on March 8, 1890, and 
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resigned on September 12, 1893, to accept a | dred British soldiers, who used the fence for 


position as salesman in the store of T. Picken- | 


paugh, of Morgantown, West Virginia; Maud 
Elva, born May 10, 1875; George D., born 
November 16, 1877; Columbus J., born Au- 
gust 23, 1879; Sarah Ann, born January 24, 
1881; Chester Long, December 18, 1883; 
Ada Lema, born April 19, 1886; Arlington 
Newlon, born October 31, 1887; and John 
Warner, born June g, 1889. 
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ILLIAM J. MONTGOMERY, senior 

member of the large lumber manufactur- 
ing firm of Montgomery and company, of Man- 
nington, Marion county, and a pleasant gen- 
tleman of thorough business qualifications, 
and many years of industrial experience, is a 
son of William C. and Martha (Barnes) Mont- 
gomery, and was born in Mercer county, 
William 


Montgomnry, the founder of the Montgomery 


Pennsylvania, February 24, 1839. 


family in America, was a native of Scotland, 
and married Mary Evans, who was born in 
Wales. In 1760 he and his family came to the 
neighborhood of Wilmington, Delaware, where 
he owned a large farm and tannery, and be- 
came the owner of a number of slaves, which 
he afterwards manumitted. He reared a large 
family, consisting of eleven sons and two 
daughters. When the Revolutionary War 
came in the fulness of time, ten of these sons, 
who were old enough for military service, en- 
listed in the Continental army, and served 
until the close of the great struggle for liberty 
and national independence. Serving in a Dela- 
ware regiment that was almost decimated by 
disease and in battle, yet they escaped without 
a wound. The entire family was intensely 
patriotic, and during one winter their farm 
was occupied as winter quarters by five hun- 








fuel, slaughtered the cattle for beef, and con- 
fiscated everything else that suited their pur- 
pose. They took the house, a large stone 
structure, for a hospital, and, after seizing all 
the linens for dressing wounds, a soldier on 
one occasion rudely tore a linen handkerchief 
from the throat of Mrs. Montgomery, which 
rough act one of the officers reproved, and 
attempted to condone by offering his silk one 
in compensation. William Montgomery, the 
eldest son, married Nancy Nichols, and in 
1791 settled on Chartiers creek, seven miles 
below Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where he re- 
mained six years. He then purchased two 
four hundred and twenty-four acre tracts of 
land on Wolf creek, in Mercer county, Penn- 
sylvania. He went to his purchase with his 
two eldest sons, William and Thomas, aged 
respectively fifteen and eleven years, and put 
up a cabin, which the boys occupied by them- 
selves in the heart of the wilderness for six 
weeks, while he was detained by a broken 
arm at the old settlement, to which he had 
returned for provisions and other needed sup- 
plies. 

In 1798 he removed his entire family 
to Wolf creek, where he afterwards died. 
William C. Montgomery, father, was a son of 
William, and a nephew of the original emi- 
grant, Thomas Montgomery. He was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1810, and died December 24, 
1841, aged about thirty-one years. He was a 
farmer and a whig, and, together with his 
wife, held membership in the Presbyterian 
He married Martha Barnes, and 
At a re- 


church. 
reared a family of three children. 
union of the Montgomery family, held in 
Wolf creek township, Mercer county, Penn- 
sylvania, a few years ago, a very interesting 
paper was read on the early history of the 
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Montgomery family, by Mattie Miller, of Cen- 
tretown, that county. 

William J. Montgomery was reared in his 
native county in Pennsylvania, and received 
his education in the private and common 
schools of that state. 
he was engaged in contracting in the Penn- 
sylvania oil regions until 1864. He went to 
southwestern Missouri (Dallas county), where 
he followed contracting and merchandizing for 
He then returned to Mercer 


After leaving school, 


nine years. 
county, Pennsylvania, where he followed car- 
pentering and contracting up to 1877, in 
which year he removed to Butler county, that 
state, which he left, in 1883, to become mana- 
ger of the stave factories of Coventry and 
Vincent, at Clintonville, Venango county, 
Pennsylvania, which position he held until 
1885. 

From 1885 to 1893 he was engaged in 
the planing mills of the firms of S. G. Purvis 
and company, and manager for L. C. Wick, of 


Butler, Pennsylvania. During 1894 he was 


engaged in carpentering work in Allegheny | 


county, Pennsylvania, and in November of 
that year he came to Mannington, where he 
organized the present prosperous planing-mill 
and lumber firm of Montgomery and com- 
pany. They are wholesale and retail dealers 
in lumbers, and operate a large and first-class 
planing-mill. 


ten to fifteen men, and have a large trade. | 


They are also engaged in ‘contracting and 
building, employing from five to ten men. 
Mr. Montgomery is a practical business man. 
He is a prohibitionist in politics, and has been 


serving for the last year as superintendent of | 


the Sunday-school of the Mannington Presby- 
terian church, with which he recently united 
by letter from the McClure Avenue Presby- 
terian church, Allegheny City, Pennsylvania. 


They employ a force of from | 





= 





\ 


He is amember of the Knights of Honor and 
the FE. A.W. 

On September 20, 1859, Mr. Montgomery 
married Mary E. McDowell, of Centretown, 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania. To their union 
have been born three sons and four daughters : 
Curtis Wilber, Margaret Melissa, Eleanor, 
Edward, Leota Myrtle, William, Scott, and 
Rouie Bell. — 

William Scott Montgomery was born in 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania, August 27, 
1862, and received his education in the com- 
mon and select schools of his native county. 
Leaving school, he engaged in business with 
his father, with whom he has continued ever 
since. In 1893, he came to Mannington, 
Marion county, as a member of the lumbering 
and planing-mill firm of Montgomery and 
company. 
active, and a capable business man. 


Mr. Montgomery is energetic, 
He 
manages well the interests of his large plant, 
and is an agreeable gentleman. He is a 
member of Mutual Reserve Fund Life 
association, New York. On January 15, 1887, 
Mr. 
Butler, Pennsylvania. 


Montgomery married Grace Kerns, of 
They have three chil- 


dren,—two sons and a daughter. 
OO 


Ni Gees FILLMORE HAMILTON, 
M.D.,of Mannington,who ranks with the 
leading, and most skillful physicians and sur- 
geons of Marion county and northern West 
Virginia, is a son of James Ulysses and Me- 
lissa (Yost) Hamilton, and was born near 
Mannington, Marion county, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, February 2, 1860. 

The Hamilton family is an American branch 
of that great Hamilton family of Scotland, 
through its members who settled in the north 
of Ireland. Henry Hamilton, from whom Dr. 
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Hamilton is a descendant in the fifth genera- 
tion, came from Ireland during colonial times 
and settled near Winchester, Virginia. Here 
he married Elizabeth Tryand; after his mar- 
riage removed to the vicinity of Morgantown, 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), and became a pioneer farmer. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hamilton were the parents of seven chil- 


dren: James, Archibald, Henry, Stephen, | 


Mrs. Christina Bunner, Mrs. Rebecca Keller, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Grey. 

Boaz Fleming Hamilton, who is a son of 
James Hamilton and the paternal grandfather 
of Dr. Hamilton, was born near Morgantown: 
December 4, 1808. Here he remained until 
1818, when he, together with his father and 
the family, settled upon Plumbrun. There he 
grew to manhood and received such education 
as the subscription schools of his day afforded. 
He remained there engaged in agricultural 
pursuits until 1852, when he became a candi- 
date for clerk of the county court, upon the 
democratic ticket, but was defeated at the elec- 
tion. Six years later, in 1858, he was again 
nominated, and elected to the office, which he 
held for a period of three years. He is amem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, south 
in which he has been a class-leader for fifty 
years. 

His matrimonial alliance, October 26, 1828, 
with Maria Parish resulted in the birth of 
thirteen children; twelve sons, and one daugh- 
ter: James Ulysses, Richard Francis, Jasper 
Elmus, Flavius Newton, William Harmon, 
Fielding Madison, George Thaddeus, Norval 
Lynch, John Franklin, Marshal Philetus, Joshua 
Fleming, Edward Leroy, and Mrs, Ellen Guy- 
mon. 

One of his sons, James Ulysses Hamilton, is 
the father of Dr. Hamilton, and was born at 
Fairmont, January 12, 1839; he resided there 








until 1843, when he removed to Salt Lick and 
purchased a farm,on which he has since re- 
sided. He is a strong democrat and a zealous 
Methodist. On October 12, 1854, he married 
Melissa Yost, a daughter of Nicholas Yost, of 
Fairview, this county, and to their union have 
been born eight children, three sons and five 
daughters. 

Millard F. Hamilton received his education 
at the Fairmont state normal school, read 
medicine with Dr. P. D. Yost, an able physi- 
cian of St. Louis, Missouri, and entered the 
American medical college of that city, from 
which he was graduated in the class of 1883. 
Immediately after graduation he went to Mer- 
cer county, Missouri, where he practiced for 
one year, and at the end of that time returned 
to Mannington and was in active practice for 
four years. He then went west again and 
located on the Pacific slope, at Fort Ross, in 
California, where he remained but six months. 
At the end of that short period in 1889 he re- 
turned a second time to Mannington, where he 
has been engaged ever since in the successful 
practice of his chosen profession. Dr. Hamil- 
ton is division surgeon for the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad company at Mannington, a mem- 
ber of the United States pension board of med- 
ical examiners for Marion county, chief med- 
ical examiner for a number of leading insur- 
ance companies and a member of the state 
eclectic medical association, of which he ts 
second vice-president. He is also a member 
of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad association 
of physicians and surgeons. 

Dr. Hamilton is energetic, aggressive and 
public-spirited, and takes a commendable in- 
terest in all moves which have for their object 
the advancement and improvement of his town. 
He is a member of and was one of the organ- 
izers of the Mannington Opera House company, 
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and in many other ways has contributed to 
the progress and improvement of the town. 


Dr. Hamilton is thoroughly equipped for his | 


professional work, keeping in touch with the 


LYSSES M. BILLINGSLEY, a highly ° 
respected citizen and prosperous farmer, 
isa son of Lias and Anna (Morgan) Billings- 


| ley, and was born in what is now Lincoln 


leaders of his profession, and alive to every | 


new thought or improved method discovered 
or suggested by the experienced medical men 
Politically, he affiliates with the 
democratic party, and is now serving accepta- 


of the world. 


bly as amember of the town council. 
member of the Presbyterian church, and is re- 
garded as a pleasant and companionable gen- 
tleman, of excellent taste and fine manners. 
In 1892 he erected on the corner of Main and 


Market streets his present residence, which is | 


one of the very finest residences of Manning- 
It 
is of the Queen Anne style of architecture, and 


ton or any other borough in the country. 


the impressive beauty of the structure is 
heightened and increased when you cross its 


portals by the elegant and costly furnishing of 


the interior. It displays architectural beauty 
throughout, and is modern in all its appoint- 
ments and furnishing, being both heated and 
lighted by gas. Dr. Hamilton is identified 
with a great number of secret and fraternal or- 


ganizations. He is a member of Mannington 


Lodge, No. 31, Free and Accepted Masons; | 


Evening Star Lodge, No. 54, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, of which he is a past grand ; 
Buffalo Council, No. 38, National Union; 
Mannington Council, No. —, Royal Arcan- 
um; Mannington Tent, No. 4, Knights of the 
Maccabees; Mannington Union, No. 190, 
Equitable Aid Union and others. 

On August, 1887, Dr. Hamilton was united 


in marriage with Bessie L. Basnett, a daughter | 
Pheir| 


of Festus D. Basnett, of Mannington. 
union has been blessed with one child, a son 
named Dale H. Hamilton, who was born 
August 25, 1894. 


He is a | 





district, Marion county, West Virginia, Janu- 
ary 24, 1835. 

Samuel Billingsley, grandfather, was a native 
of Pennsylvania, but in 1830 he migrated to 
what is now Paw Paw district, Marion county, 
West Virginia. 
two hundred acres of land, upon which he re- 
Upon this 
tract of land he erected a grist-mill, and fol- 


There he purchased a tract of 
sided the remainder of his life. 


lowed the combined occupation of milling and 
farming. He died in 1852, aged eighty years. 
He married Elizabeth Snyder, a Pennsylvania 
lady, and to them were born twelve children: 
John, killed in early life by a train; Samuel, 
deceased, a hatter by trade; Daniel, deceased, 
a farmer of Illinois; Thornton, deceased, a 
farmer of Paw Paw district; Eugenus, a farmer 
of Adams county, Ohio; Morgan, a business 
man of Fairmont, West Virginia ; Mrs. Dorcas 
Arnett, Mrs. Maria Davis, Mrs. Malinda 
Adams, and Mrs. Mary A. Toothnan. 

Lias Billingsley, father, was born in Penn- 
sylvania, but located on Paw Paw creek, near 
Worthington, in 1828, where he died. His 
avocation was that of farming, in which he 
attained more than an average degree of suc- 
cess, owning three hundred acres of land. He 
was an active, consistent, and devout member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which 
he was class-leader and steward for a number 
of years. He married Anna M.,a daughter 
of Joseph Morgan, who was a native of Scot- 
land, but who, after his emigration to the 
United States, located at Farmington, Marion 
county, West Virginia, where he followed the 
combined avocation of farming and milling. 
Their marital union resulted in an issue of ten 
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children, six sons and four daughters: Fahna, | 


died in infancy; Ulysses M., subject; Mary, | 


the wife of John N. Hamilton, of Fairmont ; 


James, a farmer of Marion county; Charles, | 


a farmer of Texas; Samuel, a farmer and 
justice of the peace of Missouri; William 
T., station-agent for the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad at Barrackville, Marion county; Lias 
M., a farmer of this county; Eliza, the widow 


of William Buckley, of Colorado Springs, 


To this union 


Colorado; and Anna M., the wife of John | 
Hardon, a land-agent, of Colorado Springs, | 


Colorado. 


Ulysses M. Billingsley was born and reared | 


upon the farm, educated in the public schools, | 


and has followed agricultural pursuits all his | 


life. For twenty years he resided in Paw Paw 
district; but in 1882 he removed to Lincoln 
district, where he owns a valuable farm of two 
hundred and thirty-five acres, which is located 
in the coaland oil belt. Politically he affiliates 
with the republican party, and religiously with 
the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he 
is a trustee. 

On August 28, 1856, he married Julia, a 
daughter of Aaron Hawkins, a farmer of Paw 
Paw district, and to them has been born a 


family of ten children: Bernard O., of Fair- | 





mont; William S., a farmer of Paw Paw dis- | 


trict; Levara A., deceased; Dora C., the wife 
of G. B. Yost, of Fairview, Marion county ; 
Lias E., a merchant of Brownfield, Lincoln 
district; Darley A., deceased; Carleton R., 
deceased; Lilian D., the wife of James Downs, 
a farmer of Lincoln district; Larney C., a 
farmer of Lincoln district; and Francis A., 
who is at home with his parents. 





———(J. 
ARCUS W. HAYMOND, a descendant 
M of one of the pioneer families of Western 
Virginia, and one of the oldest and most re- 


spectable citizens of Fairmont, is a son of 
William and Cyntha (Carroll) Haymond, and 
was born August 12, 1814, near Palatine, 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now Marion 
county, West Virginia). His father was a son 
of William and Cassandra Haymond, and was 
a native of Rockville, Maryland, born in 1771, 
and died in 1848. He married Cyntha Car- 
roll, a native of Fauquier county, Virginia. 
were born ten children: 
Thomas S., Rebecca, Cassandra, Anna, Wil- 
liam C., Hiram, Jonathan, Octavius and Au- 
gustus (twins), and Marcus W., the only one 
now living. 

Marcus W. Haymond was married Novem- 
ber, 1856, to Mary E. Arnett, a daughter of 
Ulysses N. Arnett, and to them have been 
born the following children: Clara D., the 
wife of Edward E. Shinn; Charles W.; Vir- 
ginia Lee, the wife of Willey H. Hall; Sallie 
L., the wife of Dr. Dorsey P. Fitch (see 
sketch); Ulysses A., William Willey, Frede- 
rick M., F. Lizzie, May Blanch, and Joseph 
Jackson, all of Fairmont. Mr. Haymond was 
reared upon a farm, educated in the schools 
of his district and in the old Monongalia 
academy. He pursued farming near Palatine 
until 1854, when he removed to Fairmont, 
where he has since resided. 


ESLEY S. PRICKETT, a descendant of 
one of the early pioneer families of this 
part of Virginia, is a sonof Henry and Rachel 


_ (Titus) Prickett, was born on the old Prickett 


homestead in Fairmont district, on April 5, 
1855... The family, of which Wesley S. 
Prickett is a descendant, is among the early 
pioneer families of this part of Virginia (now 
West Virginia), and is contemporaneous with 
the famous Indian fighting Morgan family. The 
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founders of the family in this part of Virginia | 


were three brothers, Josiah, Jacob and Isaiah 


| 


Prickett, who came from eastern Virginia, and © 


located at what afterward became Prickett’s 
Fort, inthe northern part of Marion county, on 
They 


were among the first white settlers in this sec- 


the banks of the Monongahela river. 


tion of the country. It was to Prickett’s Fort, | 


built by these three brothers, that Morgan | 


took retreat in when pursued and threatened 
by the Indians. 


These brothers took up and | 


patented a tract of land in that section of the | 


country and became the frontier farmers and | 


forerunners of civilization in that section of 
the State. 
killed by the Indians near the fort, and the 


Of the three brothers, Isaiah was 


large and numerous family of the name in this | 


section of the state are descended from Josiah | 
and Jacob. Jacob married, and had the fol- | 


lowing children: Abraham, who went west; 


Elizabeth, Sarah and Jemima. 
Josiah, the great-grandfather of Wesley S. 
Prickett, had the following family: 


in early childhood. Henry Prickett, father, was 
a man of considerable enterprise and business 
ability. He was born at the ancestral home 
July 27, 1803, and died January 1, 1894. When 
a young man he learned the trade of a tanner, 
built a tannery on his farm in 1821, and 
operated it with profit for a period of thirty- 
six years. In 1857 he relinquished the tan- 
ning industry and turned his attention to 
agriculture. He carried on farming exten- 
sively, and also built a grist-mil!l, which he 
operated in connection with his farming and 
real-estate interests the remainder of his life. 
At the age of eighteen years he connected 
himself with the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and from that time till death closed his career 
was an active member of the same. For a 
number of years he was a local preacher in 


the church. He led a Christian life, and by 


"his example and teaching did much to lift 
Richard, Thomas, Jacob, James, Josiah, Ann, | 


Isaiah, | 


grandfather ; John, Job, Dorothy, Sarah, Dru- | 


silla and Ann. 


Isaiah was a farmer and | 


a ferryman of near the fort which bears the | 


family name. 
and died November 7, 1854; his wife was 


He was born January 10,1779, | 


born August 9, 1784, and died June 20, 1856. 


Isaiah Prickett, grandfather, married Sarah 
Ross,a member of an old family of Virginia, 


by whom he had the following children: | 


Levi, who married Eleanore Baker; Henry, 


resides on the original homestead, a homestead 


others into purer life. 

He was twice married; his first union was 
with Lydia Baker, a daughter of Wm. Baker, 
who was born December 23, 1772, and re- 
sulted in the birth of the following children: 
Eliza Ann, deceased; Ira B., deceased; Oliver 
C., and Maria, deceased. His first wife died 
July 1, 1848, and on March 27, 1849, he mar- 
ried Rachel, daughter of Benjamin Titus, of 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, who was born 
August 2,1759. To the latter marriage were 
born Emily, wife of Henry Neptune, of Fair- 
mont; William Emery, died in boyhood; and 


- Wesley S. 
father; Nathan, deceased. His son, Meredith, | 


that has been in the family for six generations; | 
John, a resident of Ravenswood, Braxton | 


county, West Virginia; Eli, deceased; Maria, 


who became the wife of Jacob Hawkins, of this | 


county, and Ira and Margaret, who both died 


Wesley S. Prickett was reared on the farm 
and was educated in the common schools and 


He took 


up surveying in connection with agriculture, 


in the Fairmont Normal School. 


and from 1881 to 1885 served as county sur- 
veyor in the county of Marion, and in 1881 
was appointed a notary public. He is a demo- 
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crat in political faith, and an official member | 


of the Methodist Episcopal church. On 
November 2, 1883, he married Mattie E,a 
daughter of George W. Shuman, a farmer of 
Marion county. Four children, Lawrence 
Ansley, Carlie Floyd, Nathaniel Franklin and 


Dellia Mary, have been born to this marriage. 


—_—_—— OO 


| 
{ 


M. JACOBS, one of the rising and pro- | 


* gressive young men of northern West 


Virginia, and one whose success is the result 
of his own persevering efforts, is a son of 


Jacob and Mary (Steele) Jacobs, and was born | 


near Little Falls, in Clinton district, Monon- 
galia county, West Virginia (then Virginia), 
July 16, 1860. 
Nancy (Steele) McBee, is still living, and is 


His maternal grandmother, 


now eighty-seven years old, one of the oldest 
women in the county. 


His paternal grandfather was Elijah Jacobs, | 


a native of Ohio, and was a valiant soldier 
from that state in the War of 1812. 
to Virginia while yet a young man, and re- 
sided in Clinton district until his death. His 
marital union with Mary Doolittle resulted in 


He came 


the birth of ten children, five sons and five 
daughters : 
and Nancy; Moses, Strawther, Jacob, Elijah, 
and Harrison. One of these, Jacob Jacobs, 
who is the father of J. M. Jacobs, was born in 
Clinton district, January 18, 1828, and has re- 
sided in that district all his life, engaged in 


agricultural pursuits. He is a man of strong 


determination, and a reputation for honesty, | 


truthfulness and high moral purposes. 
During the darkest days of the Rebellion, 
when in 1862 President Lincoln issued a pro- 
clamation calling for 300,000 volunteers, Jacob 
Jacobs, imbued with loyal sentiments and 


strong convictions, and actuated by love of | 


Mima, Hannah, Mary, Elizabeth | 





country, was among the first to respond. He 
in August of that year enlisted in company 
“C,” Fourteenth West Virginia 


volunteer infantry, and served until after the 


regiment, 
surrender of Lee at Appomattox. He was 
honorably discharged from the Federal service 
at Wheeling, on July 3, 1865, after having 
participated in the following engagements: 
Cloyd Mountain, Lynchburg, Carter’s Farm, 
Fisher’s Hill, Cedar Creek, and was with 
Sheridan in all the battles fought by him in 
the Shenandoah valley. 

On April 10, 1858, he wedded Mary, a 
daughter of John Steele, who was a pioneer 
and representative citizen of Monongalia 
county, and to them were born four sons and 
two daughters: Benson, who resides at Little 
Falls, is engaged in merchandizing as a mem- 
ber of the firm of Hutchinson and Jacobs; 
Belle, the wife of A. L. Frum; J. M. (subject); 
Edson and Charley are farmers near Little 
Falls; Francis died while quite young. 

J. M. Jacobs obtained his scholastic train- 
ing in the free and select schools of Monon- 
galia county, paying his own tuition, board 
and clothing while attending five terms of 
select schools taught by W. E. Jolliffe, a 
graduate of the West Virginia University. In 
1879, he engaged in teaching, which he fol- 
lowed for a period of five years. During the 
summer and fall months of 1882 and 1883 


~ he clerked for M. L. Hutchinson in a general 


store at Smithtown. In May, 1884, being 
desirous of investing the few dollars he had 
already saved while teaching and clerking, he, 
in connection with his former employer, en- 
gaged in general merchandizing at Little Falls, 
West Virginia, under the firm name of Hutch- 
inson and Jacobs, to-day one of the most 
widely advertised firms in Monongalia county. 


In addition to a general line of merchandise, 
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they are very extensive dealers in both wool | tive and interesting children: Arthur Mellville, 


and lumber. 


In February, 1895, he, in connection with © 


M. L. Hutchinson, C. E. Hutchinson and 
G. M. Jacobs, purchased the planing mill at 
Fairmont, formerly owned and operated by 
U. A. Clayton. 
and immediately after the consummation of 


He was selected as manager, 


the purchase removed to Fairmont and took 


charge of the plant. Under his management 


| Edna May and Jessie Olive. 


Mrs. Jacobs was 
educated in the free schools of Monongalia 


_ county and at the Fairmont State Normal 


school, having taught one term of school in 
Clinton district. 


intelligent lady, and has many friends. 


She is avery pleasant and 
She 


_ is also a member of the Methodist Episcopal 


the plant has been operated successfully, and | 


is turning out each day a vast amount of first- | 


class work. Active, energetic and progres- | 


sive, Mr. Jacobs is interested in the Acme | 


Coal and Coke company of Opekiska, organ- | 


ized in 1891, and in the West Virginia 
Grocery and Candy company, organized in 
1893; also a stockholder in the Bank of Fair- 
mont. 

Politically, he is a republican, and takes an 


active and intelligent interest in the affairs of | 
his party, but has never in any sense been an 


aspirant for political preferment. He is a 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church, | 


of which Sabbath schools he has always taken 
an active interest and served as superintendent 
fora number of years. Fraternally, he is a 
member of Monongalia Lodge, No. 10, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, at Morgan- 
town; also a member of the Order of Knights 
of Pythias, Monongalia Lodge, No. 41, at 
Little Falls, West Virginia. 
organize this society, was its first past chan- 
cellor, and also its first representative to the 
Grand Lodge, whose session was held at 
Huntington in the fall of 18809. 

April 14, 1888, Mr. Jacobs and Miss Mary 
Alice Selby, daughter of Thomas and Salena 
Selby, and granddaughter of Solomon Steele, 
of Fairmont, were united in marriage, and to 
their union have been born three bright, ac- 


He did much.to | 





church. J. M. Jacobs is in every respect a 
self-made man, having educated himself solely 
by his own efforts, and having fought life’s 
battles so far manly, without any financial as- 
sistance from any one, and to-day stands the 
equal, from a business standpoint, of any of 
his age, he having often said he preferred to 
live forty years an active, busy life than spend 
seventy years a drone. Plain and unassuming 
in his manners, one to whom pride is a 
stranger, possessed of a character that stands 


| above even the breath of suspicion; honest, 


upright and loyal to every trust imposed in 
him, Mr. Jacobs possesses in an eminent 
degree the confidence and esteem of all whe 
are brought into either business or social 
relations with him. 


———— >a —__—_ 


SRAEL FORMAN, a descendant of one 
of the pioneer families of West Virginia, 
and a respected citizen of Fairmont, is a son 
of Alexander and Jemima (Graham) Forman, 
and was born May 12, 1829, in the Sandy 
creek valley, between Brandonville and King- 
wood, in Preston county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia). 

The family is of Quaker stock, and settled 
near the scene of the battle of Brandywine, in 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, during the early 
colonial period of this country. About the 
close of the Revolutionary War, Robert For- 
man and family started for western Virginia; 
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they reached Westernport, Maryland, when | 
some members of the family contracted the | 
smallpox and were compelled to stay for some 
time. Robert remained with the family to 
take care of them, but sent his son Joseph, 
who is the grandfather of our subject, on 
ahead to make preparations for the family. 
He located near Brandonville, Preston county, 
sowed a field of buckwheat, and made other 
necessary preparations for the family, which 
soon joined him. They were among the pio- | 
neer families of that section, and cleared up | 
farms upon which they resided. 

Alexander Forman, the father, was born on | 
the old homestead, in 1802, and remained in | 
the county until 1842, when he located near | 





Grafton, Taylor county, this State, where he | 
died in 1879. While in Preston county he | 
followed farming, and also owned and operated | 
a grist mill and a woolen mill; but after | 
coming to Taylor county he followed farm- | 
ing exclusively. His marriage with Jemima | 
Graham resulted in the birth of twelve chil- | 
dren, ten of whom grew to maturity. 

Israel Forman was reared upon the farm, 
and received such education as the subscrip- 
tion schools of that day afforded. He was | 
employed at farm-work until his marriage, in 
1852, with Miss Edith H. Proudfoot. The 
fruit of this union was one daughter and three | 
sons, viz.: Laura J. (now Mrs. J. H. Means), | 
Pliny D., Milton, and Alexander. In 1863 the | 
wife and mother died; and in 1865 our subject 
married Miss Elizabeth Hall, who became the 
mother of four daughters, viz.: Delphia R., | 
_ Myra, Bertie, and Lou Ella. Bertie died in | 
childhood; the others grew to maturity and 
are still living; but their mother died in 1894. 

For the first few years after marriage Mr. 





Forman was employed at milling and mill- 
wright work, but in 1862 he began photogra- 





tinued the same business ever since. 


| active service under “ Phil Sheridan’ 


| Winfield district, 


phic work in Grafton, and in 1864 moved to 


_ Fairmont, West Virginia, where he has con- 


He is 
regarded as a careful and reliable photographer, 
and has succeeded in establishing a good and 
paying business. 

Politically he isa republican, and has served 
two terms as mayor of his town, and one term 
as supervisor (an office which has since been 


_ abolished) of Fairmont district. He is a mem- 


ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, and of 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free and Accepted 
Masons. 





so 


OLONEL MADISON CARTER, a large 
landholder and prominent business man 
of Marion county, and a veteran Union officer, 
who was a prisoner in Libby prison, and saw 
’ in the 
Shenandoah valley, is a son of Joshua and 
Matilda (Merrifield) Carter, and was born in 
Marion county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), March 4, 1836. 

His paternal grandfather, John Carter, came, 
in 1790 or thereabouts, from Winchester, Vir- 
ginia, to near the Big Falls, on the Mononga- 
hela river, where he purchased some five 
hundred acres of land and erected a saw-mill. 
He was a blacksmith by trade, and married 
Nancy Thomas, by whom he had six children: 
John, who, at the age of about twenty-one, 
Rev. 
Lloyd, a Baptist minister, who died near Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; Notley T., who died at the 
mouth of White Day creek; Mrs. Margaret 


moved to Morgan county, Illinois ; 


Roland, now dead; Mrs. Virginia Morgan, of 
Indianapolis, Indiana; and Joshua, father of 
Colonel Madison Carter. Joshua Carter was 
1804, was 


Lo Me) 


“wey 


born near Big Falls, November 
a merchant and millwright by trade, and a 
farmer by occupation. He went to Illinois in 
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1839, but returned in two years on account of 
his wife’s health, and purchased thirty acres 
of land in Winfield district, which he had 
increased by successive additions to three 
hundred acres at the time of his death, August 
22 1802. 
built many flat-boats, and rafted large quanti- 


He was a whig and republican, 


ties of timber on the Monongahela river, and, 
on July 1832, wedded Matilda Merrifield, 
a daughter of Samuel Merrifield, a farmer, who 


22. 
was born in Prickett’s Fort during the Indian 
troubles. Mrs. Carter is dead. They were 
the parents of five children: Marcus, who 
died in boyhood ; Colonel Madison, subject ; 
Arminda, married Z. D. Ross, and is dead ; 
Lieutenant Eldridge ; and Helen, wife of J. W. 
Fast, of Fairmont. Lieutenant Eldridge Carter, 
the youngest son, received his education at 
the West Virginia University ; served in com- 
pany “C,” Seventh West Virginia infantry, 
from September 8, 1864, to June 13, 1865; is 
a republican, and lost his seat in the legisla- 
ture in 1886, by a re-count. Lieutenant Carter 
owns two hundred and twenty acres of the 
home farm, and is interested in Southdown 
sheep and blooded cattle, and, on August 21, 
1890, wedded Valaria Hill, and has two chil- 
dren: Carl and Glenn. 

Colonel Madison Carter received his edu- 
cation in the district school, and was engaged 


in lumbering until August 6, 1861, when he | 


enlisted in company “C,” Sixth Virginia 
Loyal infantry, but was soon transferred to 
battery “ F” (Maulsby’s), First Virginia loyal 


light artillery, in which he received successive | 


promotions until October 13, 1863, when he 
was commissioned first. lieutenant. Shortly 
afterward, he was transferred to battery “ A,” 
of which he was first lieutenant, and at times 
acting commander, until he was honorably 
discharged at Harper's Ferry, October 3, 1864. 


| 


| 








When Lee was on his march to Gettysburg, 
Lieutenant Carter made a charge on a Con- 


federate force and was captured. He was 
confined in Libby prison and on Belle island 
for thirty-eight days, and was paroled at 
City Point. 
turned to his battery, and saw active service 


After being exchanged, he re- 


under “ Phil Sheridan” in his famous Shenan- 
doah valley campaign. Returning home to 
recruit his health, he was inactive until June 
27, 1865, when he was commissioned by Gov- 
ernor Boreman as colonel of the Eighteenth 
regiment, Third brigade, First division, West 
Virginia militia, which position he held until 
After the 
war, he returned to the timber business on the 


the organization was disbanded. 


Monongahela river, which he followed until 
1875, when he engaged in his present exten- 
sive farming operations in Winfied district, 
where he now owns about four hundred acres 
of valuable and well-improved land, on which 


| he also raises and grazes a large number of 


cattle. 
republican, but beyond holding several district 


Colonel Carter is a strong and active 


offices, has not been prominent in political af- 
fairs. He is a member of Meade Post, No. 6, 
G. A. R., and the Methodist Protestant church, 
of which he is an official, and whose Sunday- 
school he has attended for five years, with 
only the loss of a few Sundays. He is a suc- 
cessful business man, and stands well in his 
part of the county with all who know him. 
On September 27, 1857, Colonel Carter 
married Amanda Joliffe, a daughter of Joseph 
Joliffe, of Smithtown, Monongalia county. 
Colonel and Mrs. Carter reared a family of 
five children: Fanny L., wife of George E. 
Amos, a carriage manufacturer of Fairmont ; 
Jeanette, now a teacher in Bellehaven college, 
at Jackson, Mississippi, was educated at 
Adrian, Michigan, and Bryn Mawr, Philadel- 
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phia, Pennsylvania; Delila A., who died 
March 2, 1887, while attending the Fairmont 
normal school; Lillie E., the wife of W.G. H. 
Crawford, of Greensboro, Pennsylvania ; and 
Guy L., now at home with his parents. 








=) 


NDREW S. ICE, a farmer of Fairmont 

district, Marion county, West Vinginia, 

is ason of Abraham and Pheebe (Ice) Ice, and 
was born on October 18, 1836. 

The Ice family is one of the oldest families 
in this part of West Virginia, having settled 
prior to the Revolutionary War at what is 
known as Ice’s Ferry on Cheat river, in Mo- 
nongalia county. The family is of German 
origin and were among the colonial families of 
the state of Delaware, whence some of its 
members emigrated to this section. As far as 
is postively known, Frederick Ice, great-grand- 
father, was the first of the family to settle in 
the present limits of the state of West Vir- 
ginia. Among his children were three sons, 
Adam, Abrahamand Andrew, of which Andrew 
was the paternal grandfather of the subject of 
this biorgaphical record and Adam was the 
maternal ancestor. The former was a soldier 
in the Revolutionary War, and the latter in the 
War of 1812. Andrew Ice, paternal grand- 
father, first took up a large tract of four hun- 
dred acres of land in Marion county, in what 
is now Fairmont district, to which he removed 
shortly after the Revolutionary War, perhaps 
about 1786. As one of the early pioneers of 
of a section inhabited by roving and hostile 
bands of Indians they were not to be spared 
the depredations of these savages, but were 
frequently brought into combat with them in 
their efforts to establish a home in a wilder- 
ness and provide for and protect their families. 
Andrew. Ice became one of the most promi- 


- 





nent farmers and business men of the section. 
In 1840 he removed to Henry, Indiana, where 
he died. 
Mary Bayles, a daughter of William Bayles, 


He married a lady by the name of 


of Ice’s Ferry, and had a family of four chil- 
dren, as follows: Jesse, who removed with his 
father to Henry county, where he died, as did 
also Frederick ; Abraham, father; and Eliza- 
beth, who married Allen Hall of Fairmont 
Abraham Ice, father, 
and the third son of this union, was born in 


district, this county. 


the Marion county home in 1785, and died in 
the same vicinity on September 22, 1863. He 
was a pioneer farmer and miller, along which 
line he was successful and obtained a very 
comfortable competency. Jeffersonian demo- 
cracy and the Baptist church were the bodies 
to which he pinned his political and orthodox 
faith. He married Phoebe, a daughter of 
Adam Ice. 
lowing children: Serilda, widow of the late 


To this union were born the fol- 


Steward Cooper, of Cleveland, Ohio; Elvira, 
deceased, was the wife of William Hunt, of 
Fairmont district; David M., a farmer of the 
same district; Andrew S., subject ; and Luther 
S., a farmer of Wells county, Indiana. 

Andrew Ice was reared on his father’s farm 
and was educated in the primitive subscription 
schools of the day. He has followed farming 
all his life, first on his father’s and grandfather's 
farm, and later on his own farm in Fairmont 
district, where he owns one hundred acres of 
well-improved land, underlaid with coking 
coal. In religious and political matters he fol- 
lows in the footsteps of his father, and is a 
member of the Baptist church and a strict 
democrat. 

On December 13, 1886, he marrid Malissa, 
a daughter of Henry Fielding Hamilton, a 
farmer of Lincoln district. Seven children 


bless the unton. They are Charles F., Abra- 
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ham, Homer, Mary, Nellie, Frederick, and | 


James, all at home. 


—$ $$ 


| Jbl M. ICE, brother of Andrew Ice, 

was born January 19, 1834, in what is 
now Fairmont district, this county, and was 
reared on the parental homestead and received 
his mental training in the subscription schools. 
He has followed farming and milling all his 
life. Since 1872 he has followed farming 
exclusively. He owns a good little farm of 
thirty acres, underlaid with the famous West 
Virginia coking coal, and situated in Fair- 
mont district, on Buffalo creek, not far from 


the village of Barrackville. He is a demo- 
crat of the stanchest kind in his political 
adherence. On March 13, 1866, he was 


united in marriage to Amy, a daughter of 
William R. Welch, a farmer, of near Farming- 
ton, this county. Two children have been 
born to this union: Sarah Elvira, wife of John 
Prickett, of Barnsville, near Fairmont, this 
county, and Minnie O. 
Steines! cous 
DGAR ICE, a well-to-do farmer of Fair- 
mont district, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, is a descendant of Frederick Ice, whose 
history appears under the head of Andrew 
Ice. Adam Ice was the grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch. 
Ferry, on Cheat river, and was the first white 


He was born at Ice’s 


child born in Virginia (now West Virginia), 

He was 
and then 
removed to what is now Fairmont district, 


west of the Allegheny mountains. 
reared at that old homestead, 


West Virginia (then Virginia), where he 
became the owner of a large tract of land, a 
part of which is still in the possession of some 
of his descendants. He died July 5, 1851, 
and his remains now lie buried in the old 








burial ground of the family in this district. 
He was the father of the following children: 
Rolly, 
deceased, was a farmer of Mannington dis- 


Mary, who married Mr. Robinson; 


trict; Margaret, married John Nelson; Wil- 
liam B., father ; Phaebe, who married Abraham 
Ice, of Fairmont district; and Sarah E., the 
wife of William Whitehead, who emigrated 
west and now lives in Oakland, Iowa. Hon. 
William B. Ice, father, was born near Barrack- 
ville, September 27, 1809, and died August 
31, 1Sgo. 


nent business man of this 


He was in his active days a promi- 
section of the 
county, following farming, merchandizing and 
at one time stock-buying and shipping exten- 
sively. From the days of Jefferson to the days 
of Cleveland the Ice family, with but few 
William 
B. was no exception to this statement, and all 


exceptions, have been democrats. 


his life was a strong supporter of the faith of 
his fathers. In 1868 he was elected to the 
office of state senator, to represent the sena- 
torial district composed of Marion, Monon- 
galia and Wetzel counties, and served one 
term with entire satisfaction to his constitu- 
ents. He held the office of captain in the 
state militia. He was a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, becoming a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, south, 
when that church was organized in 1844. 

He married Miss Dorothy, a daughter of 
John Straight, a farmer of Fairmont district. 
Ten children were born to this marriage: 
Miranda, wife of James E. Conaway, a mer- 
chant of Barrackville; Marcus, a farmer of 
Paw Paw district; Calvin, a farmer of Fair- 
mont district; Eugeneand Newton, both died 
in childhood; David, who lost his life in the 
Confederate army during the late Civil War; 
Mary, wife of William Straight, a farmer of 


Fairmont district; Phcebe, deceased; Edgar, 
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subject ; Charles, a farmer and miller of Bar- 
rackville; and Martha, wife of Lewis Hall, a 
bricklayer and farmer of near Barrackville. 


Edgar Ice was reared on the farm, and | 


received his education in the common schools 
and the old Morgantown Academy. After 
leaving school he took up farming, and _fol- 
lowed it all his life. 
acres of land underlaid with coal in Fairmont 
district. 
and has held a number of local offices, among 
them that of president of the board of educa- 
tion of his district. On July 4, 1872, he was 
united in marriage with Mary E., a daughter 
of John M. Straight. 
children have been born: Myrtle B., wife of 
John W. Robison, a farmer of Fairmont dis- 
trict; Clarence N., Maggie M., Stella P., Ber- 
tie S., Millie D., and John W. 


He is a democrat in political faith, 


To this union seven 


He owns two hundred | 


John M.: Straight, father of Mrs. Ice, was © 


born on the old Straight homestead, in Fair- 
mont district, August 11, 1809, and died in 


the same district May 9, 1885. He was a 


large and prosperous farmer of the district, 


owning the old homestead, consisting of four | 
hundred acres of land in the West Virginia | 


coking coal district. He was a captain in the 


state militia of Virginia,and took a commend- | 


able part in the organizing and drilling of the 
same. 
A democrat in political faith, he served a 


number of years as a member of the board of | 


education of his district. He married 
Amelia Robinson, of Harrison county, and 
reared a family of five children: Newton J.,a 
farmer of Fairmont district; Mary E., the 


wife of the subject of this sketch; 


district, of this county; Belle, at home; and 
William, deceased in infancy. 


Helen, | 
wife of Alpheus Amos, a farmer of Lincoln | 


Miss | 


R. C. H. ICE, a well-posted and promi- 
nent physician of Farmington, Marion 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Henry 
M.and Anna F. (Dent) Ice, and was born 
near Mannington, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, October 24, 1854. 

The Ice family is one of the oldest families 
of this part of West Virginia, having settled 
prior to the Revoiutionary War at what is 
known as Ice’s Ferry, on Cheat river, Monon- 
galia county. The family is of German origin, 
and were among the colonial families of the 
state of Delaware, whence some of its mem- 
bers emigrated to this section. As far as is 
positively known, Frederick Ice, great-great- 
grandfather, was the first one of the family to 
settle within the present limits of the state of 
West Virginia. 


three sons, Adam, Abraham and Andrew; of 


Among the children were 


these Adam was the great-grandfather of the 
subject of this biographical record. He was 
born at Ice’s Ferry, on Cheat river, the first 
white child born in Virginia (now West Vir- 
He 


was reared at that old homestead, and then 


ginia), west of the Allegheny mountains. 


removed to what is now Fairmont district, 
West Virginia (then Virginia), where he be- 
came the owner of large tracts of land, a part 
of which is still in the possession of his de- 
His remains now lie buried in the 
old burial ground in Fairmont district. Tra- 
dition has it that one of his brothers (Wiiliam) 
and one of his sisters were captured by the 
William remained with the Indians 


scendants. 


Indians. 
for a time, absorbing many of their manners 
and customs, and, against the commands of 
the Indians, returned to his friends for a visit ; 
when he again returned to the savages they 


' cut off his ears as a chastisement for his dis- 


| obedience. 


After a lapse of some time he 


| again returned to his friends, and upon return- 
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ing to the Indians this time was killed and 
scalped. The sister married an Indian, and 
became the mother of the celebrated chief 
Tecumseh and his brother, Eskwatawa, the 
prophet. Rawley Ice, the grandfather, was 
born in what is now Fairmont district, Marion 
county, in 1796, and died at his home near 
He 


was a large farmer in Mannington district, 


Mannington, Marion county, in 1874. 


where he owned over 2,000 acres of land, and 
also dealt extensively in stock. He married 
Miss Rachel Hayes and had eleven children, 
whose names, in order of age, are as follows: 
Oliver P., a farmer of Texas; Annie, deceased; 
Fielding R., a farmer of Mannington district ; 
Silas, died young; Elizabeth, deceased, was the 
wife of Charles F. Gooch; Adam Rufus, a 
successful farmer of Chase county, Kansas ; 


Dr. R. Ethan, of the old homestead in Man- 


nington district; Phoebe I., widow of John D. | 


Watson, of Wyatt, Harrison county. 

Henry M. Ice, father, was born June 18, 
1826, in Mannington district, and died in the 
same district on August 13, 1890. His life 
vocation was farming. 


of company “H,” Fourteenth regiment, West | 


Virginia infantry. 
a number of lively engagements in the valley 
of Virginia. Among them were Cloyd Moun- 
tains, Cedar Creek and Winchester. At 
Fisher’s Hill he received a wound in his arm 
that rendered him a cripple in that member 
for life. 
cal affiliations, and upon the disruption of that 


He was a strong whig in his politi- 


party became a no less ardent republican, 
being one of the two in his district who voted 
for Lincoln in 1860. In 1868, he was elected 


sheriff of Marion county, and served a full | 


term of four years, and was recognized as an 


able and conscientious official. January 1, 


In August, 1861, he | 
entered the service of his country as captain | 


His regiment took part in | 


1849, he married Anna, a daughter of Dudley 
E. Dent, of Marion county. Twelve children 
blessed their union: Pliney, who was in the 
employ, as steward, of a United States mer- 
chant vessel, and died in Shanghai, China, 
August 6, 1879; Ulysses B., a farmer, black- 
smith and merchant of Wetzel county, West 
Virginia; Dr. C. H., subject; Alvey B., died 
young; D. C., of this county; Palmyra J., 
wife of Perry Hall, of this county; Harlin M., 
of the state of Washington; Sidney A., ina 
fruit-raising business in Fresno county, Cali- 
fornia; Otis H. and Richard L., lumbermen 
of the county; James W., on the home farm, 
and Lena M., wife of James Cunningham, a 
blacksmith at Grangeville. 

Dr. Ice was educated in the Fairmont schools 


' and the Fairmont Normal School. He learned 





the trade of carpenter, and for seven years was 
engaged in teaching during the winter months 
and working at the trade during the summer. 
In 1882 he took up the study of medicine in 
the office of Dr. G. L. McIntyre, of Grange- 
ville, and in 1886 entered the medical depart- 
ment at the University of Wooster, Cleveland, 
Ohio, and in 1886 passed an examination 
before the state board of health and received a 
certificate entitling him to practice within the 
state. He located in Tyler county, but after 
a short stay of three months removed to 
Grangeville, where he practiced until 1888, 
when he removed to Farmington. During 
the years 1890 and 18g! he attended the 
medical department of the University of Mary- 
land at Baltimore, where he graduated and 
took a special course on the diseases of the 
eye and ear. He is a member of the State 
Medical Society of West Virginia, and of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railway Association, 
August 29, 1878, he married Serena A., a 
daughter of Elias Hildreth, of Marion county. 
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Four children have been born to this union: 
E. Clark, Luster G., James E., and Nannie B. 

Dr. Ice has, by close application, won an 
enviable success as a practitioner of medicine. 
He has made thorough preparation for his 
profession, is a close student of medical litera- 
ture, and keeps fully abreast of all advance- 
ments in the profession. 


SS Se 


ON. CHARL A. PRICHARD, ex- 
H member of the House of Delegates of 
West Virginia, was born in Mannington, West 
Virginia, August 24, 1850; 
West Virginia University, and first employed 
with his father, with whom he continued up 
to 1871. 
dealing and farming in southwest Missouri. 
Returning home, in 1876, he engaged in the 
mercantile business, continuing up to 1880, 
when he engaged in dealing in and manufactur- 


In 
this he continued up to 1884, when he went to 


ing lumber in Marion and Wetzel counties. 


Comanche county, Kansas, but returned home 
in the fall of the same year, on account of his 
father’s death, and settled up the estate. In 
1888 he again engaged in saw-milling and 
lumbering, continuing up to 1893, in which 
time he also had been looking after the pay 
interests of the estate. 

Politically he is a democrat, and takes an 
active interest in local and county politics ; he 
has been a member of the board of education, 
of the town council, and of the state legisla- 


ture, representing Marion county in sessions 


of 1889, in the extra sessions of 1889 and 1890, 
and also session of 1891. During his services 
as a legislator, the Goff-Fleming gubernatorial 
contest was decided, a United States senator 
was elected, and the present ballot law was 
passed. 

eg, 


On that date he engaged in cattle- | 











Mr. Prichard is a quiet, unassuming, re- 
served and conservative gentleman, but withal 
a gentleman of high and unimpeachable char- 


acter. 
—_— 





| St hooiia HUNT, a highly respected citizen 


of Mannington, and a man who has 
achieved that success in the business world 
which is honorable, is a son of Joshua and 
Sallie (Robbins) Hunt, and was born near 
Maples Mills, in Greene county, Pennsylvania, 


August 22,1818. Joshua Hunt was a native 


| of the state of New Jersey, and in childhood 
educated in the | 


was brought to Pennsylvania, where he was 
successively a resident of Fayette and Greene 
counties, that state. In 1819 he came to the 


place now known as Maidsville, six miles 


below Morgantown, Monongalia county, 
where he died July 23, 1875, aged eighty-nine 
years and sixteen days. He followed farm- 
ing, and married Sallie Robbins, who died 
February 29, 1865, aged seventy-nine years. 
Their family consisted of five sons and ici 
daughters. 

Jesse Hunt passed his boyhood days and 
early life in Monongalia, where he attended 
the neighborhood schools that were provided 
in those days. Leaving school, he learned 
the trade of carpenter, which he pursued, in 
connection with farming, in Monongalia 
county up to 1849, in which year he removed 


to near Mannington, in Marion county, where 


| he commenced contracting and bridge-build- 


ing. The same year saw him remove to 
Fairmont, where he remained up to 1869. He 
and, in 1878, 
became a member of the mercantile firm of 


then returned to Mannington, 


Hunt and company, which continued up to 
1889, when Mr. Hunt withdrew, and at the 
Mr. Hunt 
is a democrat in political opinion, and has 


same time from all active business. 
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been a ruling elder in the Presbyterian church 
for over fifteen years. 
Mannington Lodge, No. 31, Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which he was initiated in 1854. 
Jesse Hunt is well preserved for a man of 


his years. He is benevolent, kind, and gener- 


ous, and well known for integrity and fidelity. | 


He is faithful to every trust reposed in 


him, being a worthy pupil from the school of | 
fidelity, whose pupils take the highest place in | 


the counting-room, rise to the best positions 
of emolument, and win the most valuable 
prizes of esteem. 

Jesse Hunt has, through his honesty, in- 
dustry, and Christian manhood, truly earned 


the title of self-made man, and it can be safely | 
asserted that no one stands higher in his com- | 


munity than he, for having more of the pre- 
requisites that go to make up an honest and 
honorable man. 

On November 11, 1841, Mr. Hunt was 


united in marriage with Elizabeth Everly, | 
who was a daughter of Samuel Everly, Jr., of | 
Monongalia county, and passed away Febru- | 
ary 25, 1881, when in the fifty-ninth year of | 
her age. After Mrs. Hunt’s death, Mr. Hunt, | 


on June 3, 1888, wedded Mrs. Eleanor Ken- 
dall, widow of Dr. James L. Kendall, and 
daughter of Nicholas Wilcox. By his first 
marriage, Mr. Hunt had two children: Dr. L. 
C., and Sarah M., wife of F. D. Basnett, a 


merchant of Mannington. 


Dr. Lebbeus C. Hunt, the only son and | 


He is a member of | 








oldest child of Jesse and Elizabeth (Everly) | 
Hunt, was born in Monongalia county, Au- | 


gust 11, 1842. He received his education at 
the Fairmont academy, read medicine with Dr. 
James E. Reeves, now of Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, and, after taking a course of lectures in 
a Baltimore medical college, he entered the 


Jefferson Medical college, of Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania, from which famous institution 
he graduated in the class of 1869. After 
graduation, he was located at West Union, 
Doddridge county, and thence removed to 
Clarksburg, Harrison county, and finally to 
Parkersburg, where he practiced continu- 
ously and successfully up to the time of his 
death, which occurred September 4, 1890, 
when in the forty-eighth year of his age, and 
in the very prime of matured manhood, and in 
the midst of a career of professional success 
and achievement. 


———————_. 


R™ FATHER A. J. McGRATH, pastor 
of St. Peter’s Roman Catholic church, 
at Fairmont, Marion county, West Virginia, 
was born in Tipperary, Ireland, July 26, 
1854. Father McGrath was educated in St. 
Patrick’s ‘college, in the county of Tippe- 
rary, from which institution of high literary 
standard he graduated in 1876, and was or- 
dained to the priesthood in 1876. He was 
then placed inthe Australia mission, where he 
zealously labored in the vineyard of the Lord 
for nine years, when, on account of failing 
health due to the warm climate, he was com- 
pelled to leave the country. He returned to 
his native island, and in 1886 came to the 
United States to a call from 
Bishop Keane, of Wheeling, now archbishop of 
the city of St. Louis. His first station was at 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, where he took 
the place of Rev. Father Heckly, who made a 
tour of Europe. Remaining there but a short 
time, he was then for a few months assistant 
pastor of the church of Immaculate Concep- 
tion of Clarksburg, and of St. Clare’s, Dodd- 
ridge county, this State. In 1887, he came to 


Fairmont and took charge of St. Peter’s, and 
His 


in response 


has made Fairmont his home ever since. 
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work is not circumscribed by the Fairmont | 


district, but covers a large field of West Vir- 
ginia territory, among the most important sta- 
tions of which are: St. Patrick’s at Manning- 
ton and Lady of Mercy at Farmington, this 
county,and the church of the Assumption at Lit- 
tleton, Wetzel county, and has entire supervision 
of the Monongalia county charge. 
toral work and _ spiritual welfare of the church 
within this large territory, embracing many 


play of more than ordinary energy and execu- 
tive ability. That Father McGrath possesses 
these qualities in an eminent degree is amply 
shown by the progress it has made within his 
territory. He is a thorough scholar, has a 
wide experience, and is possessed of a kind 
and sympathetic nature that endears him to 
his parishioners and all who are brought into 
social, religious, or business relations with 
him. 





o——- 


EORGE R. MORGAN, a member of the 
old family of pioneer fame, who has been 
successfully engaged since 1892 in business 
at Mannington, Marion county, is a son of 
Silas and Mary (Downs) Morgan, and was 
born in Lincoln district, Marion county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), April 6, 1858. He 
is member of the celebrated Morgan family 
whose sketch is given elsewhere in this book, 
and a relative of the noted David of Indian 
fame. His paternal grandfather, William 
Morgan, was born and reared in Marion county 
where he passed his life near Farmington, be- 
ing well up in years when he died. He was 
a miller by trade and occupation, and spent 
most of his active life in the mill at Farming- 
ton. He was a Jacksonian democrat in politi- 
cal opinion, and married a Miss Parish, by 
whom he had twelve children, eleven sons and 


The pas- | 








one daughter. Silas Morgan, father of the 
subject of this sketch, was born at Farming- 
ton, January 14, 1814. He was reared on 


Mill Fall run and learned with his father the 


| trade of miller, which he followed up to the 


time of his marriage, when he engaged in his 
present occupation of farming. Like his father 
before him, he is a pronounced democrat in 
politics, and takes a deep interest in the politi- 


| cal issues of the day as advocated by the rival 
and varied industrial interests, requires the dis- | 


parties. Silas Morgan has followed farming 
for over half a century and is well spoken of 
as a neighbor and citizen in every community 
in which he has resided. He married Mary 
Downs, a daughter of James Downs, of Marion 
county, and reared a family of nine children, 
three sons and six daughters. 

eorge R. Morgan grew to manhood on his 
father’s farm and received his education in the 
early free schools of West Virginia. Carefully 
trained to farm work of all kinds, he assisted 
his father on the home farm until 1882, when 
he purchased and removed to his present ex- 
cellent farm on Flaggy Meadow run in Man- 
nington district. This farm contains two hun- 
dred acres of land, which Mr. Morgan spent 
ten years in improving under his own constant 
personal supe-vision. He thenin May, 1892, 
removed to Mannington, where in November 
of the same year he formed a partnership with 
A. J. Hess under the present firm-name of 
Morgan and Hess. They are engaged in the 
hardware business, and have a good trade 
which is constantly increasing. Mr. Morgan, 
like his father and grandfather before him, is 
firm in the faith of the democratic party whose 
fundamental principles he has always support- 
ed. He is comfortably situated, and with care- 
ful and safe management has acquired a com- 
petency as the result of some hard years of 


toil. Being comparatively a young man, the 
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best business years of his life are before him 
with their many probabilities for successful 
action. 

On April 2, 1882, George R. Morgan was 
united in marriage with Carrie V. Tucker, a 
daughter of Daniel D. Tucker, Sr., of near Fair- 
mont. To Mr. and Mrs. Morgan have been 
born five children, two sons and three daugh- 
ters; Artie, Earl, Opal, Daty (dead), and 
Beatrix. 

psa ah US es 

EROME B. MOTTER, a retired business 
man and an old and highly respected 
citizen of Mannington, Marion county, is a 
son of Jacob and Catherine (Titlow) Motter, 
and was born in Frederick City, Maryland, in 
1824. Jacob Motter was a native of Lancas- 
ter city, Pennsylvania, and was a _ resident 
successively of Frederick City and Cumber- 
land, Maryland, in the latter of which places 
he died. He was a saddler by trade and 
occupation, and married Catherine Titlow, 
who died at Williamsport, Maryland. Their 
union was blessed with eight children, five 

sons and three daughters. 

Jerome B. Motter, at twelve years of age, 
went with his parents to Cumberland, Mary- 
land, which he left in 1845, to go to Martins- 
burg, this state. Leaving Martinsburg, he 
became successively a resident of Hedgeville, 
Virginia; Washington county, Maryland; 
Cumberland, in the same State; Fairmont, 
Marion county; and Barrackville, the same 
county. From Barrackville Mr. Motter, on 
March 25, 1858, came to Mannington, where 
he has resided ever since. At sixteen years 
of age he commenced life for himself as a fire- 


man on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and | 


in a short time afterward learned the trade of 
carpenter, which he followed up to 1861. On 
August 12 of that year, he enlisted in com- 








pany “B,” Sixth West Virginia infantry, was 
made sergeant, and served until August 12, 
1864, when he was honorably discharged from 
the military service of the United States, at 
Clarksburg, Harrison county, West Virginia. 
Returning from the army, Mr. Motter re- 
sumed carpentering, and soon engaged in 
contracting, which he followed successfully 
up to 1893, when he retired from active busi- 
ness life. Mr. Motter is a republican in poli- 
tics, and served for one term as a council- 
man of his town. He is a present member 
and the only surviving charter member of 
Mannington Lodge, No. 54, 
Order of Odd Fellows. 


tical business qualifications and good judg- 


Independent 
He is a man of prac- 


ment, which gave efficiency to his work and 
management as a contractor on buildings, 
and which still renders his advice at:all times 
of great service to those who consult him on 
the erection of buildings that are desired to 
be attractive and at the same time substantial. 
On December 11, 1849, Jerome B. Motter 
was united in marriage with Lucinda Eaglen, 
a daughter of John Eaglen, then a resident of 
Washington county, Maryland. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Motter have been born five children, 
three sons and two daughters: John H., who 
wedded Ella Sellers, and is now engaged in 
painting and paper-hanging at Bellaire, Ohio; 
Charles E., a painter and paper-hanger of 
Mannington; Grivana, wife of E. B. Todd, a 
resident and tradesman of Pittsburg, Penn- 
sylvania; and Marietta and Georgia, who are 
both deceased. ; 
poets 
Ct ELLIS A. BILLINGSLEA, one 
of the youngest Union officers that 
served in the late Civil War, and a lineal de- 
scendant of Colonel Francis Billingslea, who 
came over from France with Lafayette to help 
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fight for the independence and liberty of this | 
great country, is a man of public spirit and 


high standing, and has served continuously 
for nearly twelve years as grand secretary of 


‘the grand lodge of the Independent Order of | 
Odd Fellows, of the jurisdiction of West Vir- | 
ginia. He is the eldest son of Francis Warren | 

and Amanda (Fleming) Billingslea, and was 


born in what is now Marion county, West | 
Virginia, February 19, 1847. Impelled by | 
that spirit of adventure which makes one seek | 
the arena of conflict, but likewise moved by the 
self-consecrating power of the love of liberty, 


and influenced by a lofty ideal of true man- 





hood, Colonel Francis Billingslea was one of 
the companions of the immortal Lafayette, © 
when he came to fight for American freedom. 


Colonel Billingslea was a member of one of | 
the old and well-known families of France, | 
and fought gallantly through the great Revo- | 
lutionary struggle. After the close of the | 
Revolution, he settled in Maryland, where he 
married and reared a family. His son, Sam- 
uel Billingslea, was born at or near Westmin- 
ster, Maryland, but in early life removed to 
Marion county, where he died. He erected 
the Billingslea mill, the first of its kind in the | 
northern part of the county. This mill was on | 


Paw Paw creek, and served an area of terri- 





tory sufficient in size to have formed a county. © 
Samuel Billingslea was a resident, for a short 


time, on Scott’s run, in Monongalia county, 
where his son, Francis Warren, father of Ellis 
A., was born, March 25, 1819. Francis War- 
ren Billingslea was a resident for some years 
of Paw Paw district, and then removed to 
Lincoln district, in which he died, October | 
30, 1889, when in the seventy-first year of his 
age. z 

He was one of the early republicans of | 
West Virginia, and did much for the Union 


_ lingslea were born four children: 


cause in his district during the late Civil War. 
Active in local affairs, he naturally became 
prominent, and was frequently offered the best 
offices within the gift of his party, but uni- 
formly refused to accept—from sheriff to state 
senator. He was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and he so lived that his 
name was a pillar of strength to the church. 
He married Amanda M. Fleming, who is a 
daughter of Reuben Fleming, and a member 
of the old and honored Fleming family, whose 
new-world founders fled from religious perse- 
cution in Scotland. To Mr. and Mrs. Bil- 
Ellis A. ; 
Alvah M. F.; Ella; and Franklin Grant, a 
prominent teacher, now dead. Alvah M. F. 
Billingslea was superintendent of Owen and 
Whitehurst’s large business, at Richmond, 
Virginia, and, through the recommendation of 
Hon. George Wise, served as superintendent 


| of furniture under Cleveland's first administra- 


tion; had charge of Blacksburg college, and 
founded the Richmond school of technol- 
ogy. He died at Toledo, Ohio, while acting 
superintendent of a large furniture company. 
Ellis A. Billingslea received his education 
in the county schools, Fairmont academy, and 
Mount Union college, of Ohio, which latter 
celebrated institution of learning he left in 
1862, to enlist in company “B,” Sixteenth 
Ohio infantry, then commanded by the after- 
ward-famous General A. D. DeCourcey. He 
served three years, one month, and seventeen 
days, and was honorably discharged from the 
Federal service at Atlanta, Georgia, in 1865. 
He was promoted to first lieutenant, fell into 
the hands of the Confederates at Murfrees- 
boro, but was recaptured by General Jeff. C. 
Davis’ division, and was mustered out of the 
service as a captain of scouts. Returning 
from the army, he taught one of the first free 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





schools that was opened in Marion county, 
and, after teaching for four years, he embarked 
in the hardware business at Fairmont, which 
he followed for some years. 
hardware business, in 1876, he became a 
traveling salesman for a leading wholesale 


mercantile house of Baltimore, and served in_| 


that capacity until 1883, when he was elected 
to his present position as grand secretary of 
the grand lodge of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, of the jurisdiction of West Vir- 
ginia. He is also grand representative, and 
represented his grand lodge at the session of 
the right worthy sovereign grand lodge, at 
Chattanooga, in 1894. Mr. Billingslea is also 
a past commander of the Union Veteran asso- 
ciation of West Virginia. When he left the 
employ of the Baltimore house, in 1883, he 
retired from active business for four years. At 
the end of that time, he became manager of 
the Ogden Drug company, at Fairmont, and 
five years later, in 1892, organized the present 
drug firm of E. A. Billingslea and company, 
which is located at No. 401 Main street, and 
has a large patronage, both wholesale and 
retail. Mr. Billingslea is also engaged in the 
real-estate and coal business, being a member 
and a director of the West Virginia and Ken- 
tucky Consolidated Coal company, which 
owns considerable tracts and some valuable 
coal lands in both states. 
ber of the Fairmont Development and the 


He is also a mem- 


Fairmont Improvement companies. 

On April 25, 1872, Mr. Billingslea was 
united in marriage with Alice L., a daughter 
of William Zerley, of Smithfieid, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania. 

Politically, E. A. Billingslea is a republican. 
He takes an active part in the affairs of his 
party; served as assessor of Marion county 
from 1872 to 1874. His name was placed 


| declined the 
Disposing of his | 











in 
1888 as a candidate for auditor, but he 


before the republican state convention 


nomination, which was then 


He 


elder in the Presbyterian church, has high 


given to another. is a member and 


moral principles, and is firm and unyield- 
Ellis. A. 


Billingslea possesses many of the sterling 


ing in his convictions of right. 


characteristics of the French and Scotch-Irish 
races, of which he is a worthy representative, 
in a land that owes much, from the establish- 
ment of its independence to its present pros- 
perity, to Marion and the French Huguenots, 
of the south, and Andrew Jackson and the 
Scotch-Irish of Tennessee and the Alleghe- 
nies. 

Mr. Billingslea has established an excellent 
reputation for business capacity and integrity. 
He is liberal and progressive, has a well-bal- 
anced mind and strong judgment, and has not 
failed to impress his personality upon his sur- 
roundings, and those with whom he comes in 
Mr. 


Billingslea has always been active in politics, 


contact in business or in social circles. 


public improvements, and all judicious relig- 
ious movements in the county, and is recog- 
nized as one of the representative public 
men of West Virginia. 


— ES 


ARSENA C. DAVIS, one of the older 
M business men, and a_highly-respected 
citizen of Fairmont, was known during the 
late Civil War as one of the most earnest and 
loyal supporters of the Union. 

He is a son of Joseph and Parmelia (Long- 
ley) Davis, and was born in Rockingham 
He 
received his education mainly in Marion 


county, Virginia, November 12, 1806. 


county, where his father settled about 1820, 
on a farm six miles from Fairmont, then 
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known as Middletown. Having acquired an 


education, such as was afforded in that day | 


| 
| 


{ 


in the old subscription schools of Virginia, he 


turned his attention to mechanical pursuits, 
and learned the trade of a cabinet-maker at 
Fairmont. Completing his apprenticeship, he 
eestablished a shop where he now resides, and 
carried on cabinet-making successfully until 
1892, when he retired from the active labors 
of business life. He still takes interest, and 
some times a little part, in the business affairs 
of his neighborhood. Soon after commencing 


life for himself he purchased a farm, which he 


sold in 1874, and then became the owner of | 


four acres of valuable land, on which he now 
resides, and which is one mile west of Fair- 
mont, and within the boundary lines of the 
Fairmont Improvement company’s tract. 

Mr. Davis married Jane Fleming, who was 
a daughter of Andrew Fleming, of Marion 
county, and who passed away after becoming 
the mother of six children—two sons and four 
daughters: Addison, now dead; Lovena, a 
resident of West Fairmont, and widow of Henry 
Pride; Louisa, wife of George Martin, of 
Kingwood, Preston county ; Emma, widow of 
John Richie; George Orpheus, a farmer, re- 
siding on Booth’s creek; and Sarah, who 
married Asa Smith, and is now deceased. 


is a native of Indiana. 

In politics Mr. Davis has been a whig and 
republican, and served as postmaster at Mill 
Falls during President Buchanan’s administra- 
tion. He is a member of the Presbyterian 
church, being active in all religious movements 
of a substantial and beneficial character. 

During the dark and trying times when 


the nation’s existence hung in the balance of 


In | 
18— Mr. Davis wedded Margaret Mann, who | 


| 





ernment in all of its measures for the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion and the restoration of the 
Union. His loyalty never wavered, his cour- 
age never grew cold, and his hope never 
became weak when reverses overtook the 
Union armies, or the Confederates gained an 
important advantage. His faith in the cause 
of the Union was firm and unshaken, and his 
fondest hopes for the preservation of the coun- 


try were realized. 
————————___ 


HOMAS L. VANCE, a prosperous and 
successful business man of Fairmont, 
West Virginia, was born near Uniontown, the 
county seat of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
December 8, 1825. His parents, Samuel and 
Nancy (Sprout) Vance, were natives of the 
“Empire State,” but settled near Uniontown, 
where they passed the remainder of their 
lives. His father was a farmer, and Thomas 
L. grew to manhood upon his father’s farm, 
receiving such education as the common 


| schools of that day afforded. 


Farming not being to his tastes, and being 
of a mechanical turn of mind, he apprenticed 
himself fora term of years to learn the car- 
penter and joiner’s trade. Thoroughly learn- 
ing the trade, mastering every detail, and 
becoming an efficient and skilled carpenter, 
he has made it his life work. He has been 
employed in the erection of many of the 
finest and most substantial buildings of Fair- 
mont, and because of the confidence reposed 
in him as a skilled mechanic, he was selected 


by Thomas F. Watson and company as gen- 


eral superintendent, to look after their inter- 


Civil War, Mr. Davis was one of those loyal | 
and true-hearted men who supported the gov- | 


ests in the Thomas F. Watson house, one of 
the most magnificent hotels in the state of 
West Virginia. During the Civil War Mr. 
Vance was in the employ of the Baltimore 
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and Ohio railroad as a bridge-builder, and 
during the Mexican War was a house-builder | 
at Hillsboro, Highland county, Ohio. In 
1850 he removed from Fayette county to 
Fairmont, where he has since resided, except 
two years, 1855-56, during which time he was 
employed as builder on the Connecticut and 
Chicago railroad. 

On April 18, 1856, Mr. Vance and Eliza- 
beth Campbell were united in marriage, and 
to their union have been born two children: 
Benjamin F., deceased, was a telegraph opera- 
tor, and Howard, who is a carpenter of Fair- 
mont. 

Mr. Vance has always been a careful and 
pains-taking workman. Frugal, discreet and 
judicious, he invested his earnings so as to 
realize handsomely upon them, and soon 





became the owner of bank stock. He wasa 
director of the Farmers’ Bank fifteen or eigh- 
teen years, until it was merged into the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of Fairmont, of which he is a 
stockholder. 
First National Bank of Fairmont. He has 
been prominently identified with the Odd Fel- 
lows’ lodge since 1853 as a member of Lodge 
No. 11, I. O.O. F., and of Encampment No. 
5. He has also represented his lodge a num- 


He is also a stockholder in the 


ber of times in the grand lodge of the state. 








Ss 


EONIDAS H. WILCOX, a descendant of 
one of the oldest Virginia families, and 


a prominent man of Farmington, this county, | 


is a son of James and Mary (Rice) Wilcox, 
and was born in Fairmont district, Marion 
county, January 7, 1853. Mr. Wilcox traces 
his ancestry to Wales, in which country his 
great-grandfather, Stephen Wilcox, was born 


' across the Atlantic. 





in the year 1760. Whena young man, per- 
haps about 1780, he broke away from the | 


crowded economic conditions of his native 
land and sought a home in the liberal land 
He was a farmer and 
weaver by vocation, and located in Hamp- 
shire county, Virginia, and died in Marion 
county, West Virginia, October 8, 1837. He 
married Anna Baker, and had two children: 
Stephen, grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch; and Nicholas, who moved to Tyler 
county, West Virginia. Stephen Wilcox was 
born in Hampshire county, Virginia, Septem- 
ber 30, 1790, and died March 17, 1871. He 
was a farmer by vocation, a volunteer in the 
War of 1812, and a deacon in the Baptist 
church. He married Sarah Spillman, and had 
a family of four daughters and six sons: 
Nancy, who married George Fetty; James, 
father; John, a farmer of Jackson county, 
this State ; Scott, deceased; Allen, deceased ; 
Thomas, a farmer and stock-raiser of Ohio; 
Asbury, deceased, of Harrison county, West 
Virginia; Rebecca, deceased, was the wife of 
William Fetty; Mary, deceased, was the wife 
of Daniel Hawkins; Martha, deceased, was 
the wife of U. S. Atha; and Elizabeth, 
deceased, who married joe Fetty. 

James Wilcox, father, was born March 28, 
1813, and died November 30, 1883. He was 
a farmer all his life, and as such was_ success- 
ful, and accumulated a handsome competency. 
In his religious proclivities he was a class- 
leader in the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and was honored and respected as a man of 
honor and probity of character. 

On November 10, 1836, he married Mary, 
a daughter of William Rice, a native of Alle- 
gheny county, Maryland, but who came to 
what is now Marion county at an early period. 
The Rices were of German genealogy. Four 
children, two sons and two daughters, were 
born to this marital union. They were: Cath- 
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arine, wife of Isaac Mikel; Malissa, the wife 
of M. Rex, a farmer of Fairmont district; 
Leonidas H., subject; Alfred R.,a farmer and 
wool buyer of Lincoln district. Mary Rice 
Wilcox is still living at the advanced age of 
eighty-two years. 


Mr. Wilcox received his mental training 


and culture at the common and select schools | 
of Farmington, Marion county, and farming | 


has essentially been his life work. He is a 
surveyor of reliability and skill, and for the 
last fifteen years has done considerable work 
in this line in Marion, Harrison, Monongalia 
and Wetzel counties. His farm, which is 
located in Lincoln district, consists of one 
hundred and ninety-two acres of land, all 
underlaid with the coking coal, and is situated 
in the famous and rich Mannington oil belt. 
He is an active and consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and a republican 
politically. 

January 7, 1875, he married Elizabeth, a 
daughter of James and Maria Downs, of this 
county. One child, Pearl, has been born to this 


union. 
—_—_—_9 





OHN F. PICKETT, who has been in 

active railway service in different states 
of the Union since 1862, and is the present 
efficient ticket and freight agent of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad company at Fairmont 
West Virginia, is a son of Albert G. and 
Elizabeth (Harris) Pickett, and was born in 
Fauquier county, Virginia, October 19, 1842. 
Albert G. Pickett was born in Fauquier county, 
Virginia, in 1803, and in 1850 removed to 
Preston county, where he died in 1880. He 
was a farmer by occupation, and an old-line 
whig" in politics, serving one term as sheriff 
of his native county, and several terms as a 


school commissioner of Preston county. He 








was an active member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, in which he had served at New- 
burgh, Preston county, as class-leader for 
Mr. Pickett was a highly- 

in both 
adopted country, where, in every business or 


several years. 
esteemed citizen his native and 
official relation, he had been faithful to every 
trust reposed in him. He always counted 
success gained-by fickleness as peace lost, 
and believed that no material gain could make 
up for the loss of reputation, and that every 
moral principle had its sphere of action, and 
could not be dispensed with without endan- 
gering the whole fabric of character. Albert 
G. Pickett wedded Elizabeth Harris, who was 
born in 1813, at Alexandria, Virginia, where 
she was reared and educated. They reared 
a family of two sons and four daughters. 

John F. Pickett was brought by his parents 
at eight years of age to Preston county, where 
he grew to manhood and received his educa- 
tion in the schools of his neighborhood, and 
at twenty years of age left the farm and 
farm pursuits to engage in the railway service. 
He commenced, in March, 1862, as a brake- 
man on a freight train on the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad in West Virginiaand Maryland, 
and in two years was made conductor of a 
train running from Grafton to Piedmont, 
which position he held from 1864 to 1878, a 
period of fourteen years. He was then made 
agent at Newburgh, and also train dispatcher 
there for the third division of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad company, and served in 
those positions from February, 1878, until 
September, 1881, when he went to Mont- 
gomery, the capital of Alabama, as general 
yard master for the Louisville and Nashville 
Railroad company. One year later he re- 
signed to accept an agency at Dyersburgh, 
Tennessee on the Chesapeake, Ohio and South- 
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west railway, where he remained ten years. 


| 


His wife’s health having become impaired, he | 


then resigned, and in 1893 again accepted 
employment with the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad company, serving from that time up 


vania, where he learned the trade of a black- 
smith, and when a young man removed to 


_ Monongalia county, and followed his trade in 


connection with farming. He was a man of 


_ considerable mental strength and activity, and 


to the present as ticket and freight agent at | 


Fairmont. Mr. Pickett is a member of the 
Presbyterian church, in which he has been an 
He is a mem- 


He 


elder for over fourteen years. 
ber of the order of Knights of Pythias. 


is a prohibitionist in political belief, and has | 


always given his party an earnest and loyal 
support in those times when its principles 
were attacked or its measures endangered by 
opposition. 


On October 13, 1875, John F. Pickett was | 


united in marriage with Lydia Kildow, a 


resident of Piedmont, Mineral county. Their | 


union has been blessed with three children: 
Grace, Edith and Mildred. 


Se 


ILLIAM WALLACE, a prominent farm- 

er of Lincoln district, Marion county, 

West Virginia, is a son of James and Margaret 

(Tennant) Wallace, and was born near Blacks- 

ville, 
September 9, 1835. 

The family is descended from Sir William 


Monongalia county, West Virginia, 


Wallace, the Scotch patriot, who was born 
about 1270, and executed in 1305, A. D., be- 
cause of the prominent part he played in the 
insurrection that took place in his native 
country against England. The great-grand- 
father of William Wallace on the paternal 
side of the family emigrated from the “ Land 
of the Thistle” in about 1775 and settled in 
Pennsylvania. His Robert Wallace 
(grandfather), was eight years old when 
brought to this country, and died in Marion 


son, 


county in 1848. ‘He was reared in Pennsyl- 





was a minister in the Methodist Protestant 
His first 
union was with Miss Worley, of Greene 


church. He was twice married. 


county, Pennsylvania, and resulted in the 
birth of eight children, as follows: Brice, a 
farmer of Hawkins valley, Ohio; James 
(father) ; Robert, a gun-smith by trade, and a 
resident of Wood county, Ohio; Johnson, who 
emigrated to the west and has never been 
heard of; Martha, the wife of Lewis Long, 
formerly of Monongalia county, but now of 
Bureau county, Illinois; Cassa, who married 
Joseph Devine, of Monongalia county ; Eliza- 
beth, who became the wife of Michael Kuhn, 
and is also a resident of Bureau county, IIli- 
nois. His second marriage was to Elizabeth 
Dawson, and resulted in the birth of David, 
who is a farmer of Wood county, Ohio; 
Moses, who is a mechanic, and a resident of 
Wood county; and Jonathan, also a farmer, 
in the state of Ohio. James Wallace (father) 
was born near Blacksville, Monongalia county, 
January 20, 1805, and died May 26, 1882, in 
this county. He took up the pursuits of 
farming and the collateral industries of stock- 
raising and grazing, owning at the time of his 
death several hundred acres of land near 
Basnettsville, Marion county. He was a whig 
in his earlier days and a great admirer of 
Henry Clay, and upon the advent of the re- 
publican party became one of its adherents. 
He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. In September, 1832, he wedded 
Margaret Tennant, a daughter of William 
Tennant, a farmer of near Blacksville, Mon- 
ongalia county. Four sons and three daugh- 
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ters were born to them. They were: Ezra, 
who enlisted in the Civil War in 1862, in 


company “F,” Twelfth regiment, West Vir- | 


ginia infantry, and was discharged in 1864, on 
account of disability caused from a wound 
received during Hunter's raid at Piedmont. 
He was there taken prisoner, and held six 


dealer of near Basnettsville, this county. Four 
children bless their union: Luella C., wife of 
A. L. Curtiss, a Methodist divine of Story 


county, Iowa; Elmer Scot, a farmer of Lincoln 


district; Jennie Catharine, wife of Festus 


_ Porter; Reese, a farmer of the district, and 


months in Staunton and Libby prisons, and | 


died February 13, 1871, as a result of his 
wounds and his service in prison; William 
(subject); R. H., of Chillicothe, Ohio; Chris- 
tiana, deceased in early womanhood; Eliza- 
beth, the wife of Judge Benjamin F. Charlton, 


a resident of Mannington, this county, and | 


who in November, 1894, was elected judge of | 


the Intermediate Court of Marion county; | 


Letitia A., deceased, was the wife of Ezra 
Morgan, a farmer of Lincoln district; and 
Brice, a farmer of Belmont county, Ohio. 


Margaret Tennant Wallace died July 26, 1846, | 
and on March 26, 1847, James Wallace mar- | 
ried as his second wife Mrs. Mary (Taggart) | 


Minor, of Monongalia county. Four children 
were born to this union: Margaret C., wife 


of Henry Conaway, of Belmont county, Ohio; | 
Mary V., John Clark, who died in childhood, | 


and Cyrus J.,a farmer of near Garden City, 
Kansas. 
William Wallace is one of the prosperous 


and prominent farmers of his district. He 
was reared on his father’s farm, and farming 
had been his avocation throughout life. He 


owns several hundred acres of valuable land 
lying in the West Virginia oil belt, and under- 
laid with a valuable coking coal. He is a re- 
publican in politics, whilst in religious faith 
he believes in the doctrines of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and is a trustee and steward 
in the same. 

May 29, 1859, he married Martha, a daugh- 
ter of Aaron Hawkins, a farmer and cattle- 








Maud Blanch, at home. 
=ounty, Bary 


OHN COOGLE, an old and respected citi- 
zen and business manof Rivesville, Mar- 

ion county, and the projector and former pro- 
prietor of the well and favorably known 
Coogle Nursery, is a son and the only living 
child of Benjamin and Dorothea (Ridenour) 
Coogle, and was born in Monongalia county, 
Virginia (now Marion county, West Virginia), 
November 20, 1820. His paternal grandfather, 
Adam Coogle, was a native of near Baltimore, 
Maryland, where his son, Benjamin Coogle, 
the father of the subject of this sketch, was 
1769. Benjamin Coogle at the 
early age of seven years went to Baltimore 


born in 
which he left after residence of one year, and 
went to Hagerstownin the same state, where he 
learned the trade of weaver, which he followed 
up to 1807. In that year he came to western 
Virginia and purchased a two-hundred acre 
tract of land twelve miles west of Morgan- 
town, Monongalia county, in a sectionof which 


| he was one ofthe pioneer settlers. He cleared 


out his land and followed farming until his 
death in January, 1861. He was a democrat 
and a Methodist and married Dorothea Ride- 
nour, who died April 26, 1859. She was a 
daughter of Christian Ridenour, who was 
drowned while trying to cross the Potomac 
river with a load of provisions for a body of 
Continental troops serving in the Revolution- 
ary War. Mr. and Mrs. Coogle reared a 
family of five children, two sons and three 





Ol 
wed .wvinves silt .cllivetionesd 12900 to r90lesb 
lo sliw .2 2llou.l : noinw tied? eeold motblisdo 
: ; a aes ie 
lo snivib daibortel « eet) oI 
T , — ta 4 4 ‘ “ 
[to vowel « Joo tomld ; ewol winuoo 
: ar ie , ra 
Ri Siw onhedis), sinas| ; doittetb 
§ — " aaeas * yt 
i } 1 ie ‘woe 16 S 299K > yao] 
‘ ‘ De 
smod je .donslG bushi 
—— 
inaqee) bas blo 16 AQVOOD KNOT, 
a A 
i ollivesvidl in pect zesmiend bax sas 
-0 enniel bas volosidi ali bas .vinuos adi 
rwowt vidsiovel bas Usew sit te. redsing 
f af i fil ) nO & Vises if slygooD 
fqn es | son etl ba fitieapredd lo blinds 
mon siayronolWi ni mod .zaw brs slyaacol 
iV wa! yinuos nonel won) siaigaiv¥ 
' ry © Fi ~ 
ctbaibny peill .aety os wwdinvovl 
tiled! then bo ovdsn Gg caw sloood mebs 
? Hi - - . a bf si 
siavo) ninjas noe sil saonty bashbaall 
esw iy $46, to4idive- orld lo. “torltal sili 
sh) fe , wit cy * : ) 
11? tu algoo mistress: Ooi tt rod 
muind of Inew emsy never le sus. views 
AS. 14H #6 to sarebiest ails Rel ofl doitw 
oil wie w 2iske outpe Panes spall ottnsw 
’ : : " " r fa f 
Dowd ud joulw 1oveow te abseyvi und bonis! 
minieow o) ging si tasy jadi nl Yost of gu 
ets boibewd-ow) s.beeedsiwe bes sisi 
-nagiolf Yo jesew agli svlew) basgl to. joa 


fioidw lenoiinss 6 oi winwoa sils snonolt nwo 


sincsio eH .wielitee ye9n0ig alt to ane asw orl 
id litne unieroat bewollat bas bas! girh due 
lewomeb £ enw 3H _ oneal ai diseb | 


-ehit astiiowd] beinicen bis tetbordteM s. bnz 


& esw ale (9241 Os lingA bgib ody owon. 
zew ‘ow ,wonebifl asitzind to ssideusb 
samej3o% sii eros 0} gaiyy) clidw bonweib 


Yo ybod 5 20) 2ncizive1g Jo bnol s dtiw revi 
yoA onl] ni gnivise eqoor) IninenitindD 
be1ao1 slgoo), 2M aM Woe 


sould bas “eg0R ows aonbli d> svi to yliouwd | 


=nouulo 


& bis 


YTMUOD KOA) 


| 


| 


C 


jo ogbvt 


<a 
a 


vy 3,1 
i 






























































bie . 
ris 
‘a 


hay eee 





sd sow eouT ads om 
m 081 of wl livid, ort ni ba 
iV teoW. Jnomige AMawT 
no 408) ni boyratloeib enw bing , + 
bnuow & mow beevso -ytilidaaib, to 
Jnombsid is biey <s9tavH yanub, 
viz blond. bas .woesing nods? sient. 
bie jenoeirq yddil bas noinvale ai 
zi lo. tues & Be ,)T8) set Yeeuidal 
meilliW’, ;noving ai soiviee eitt,, 
neh ) ,0idO jeddooillidD to oH A at 
BS ; boodtagnow hes. ai: boas: 
povtter-4 YF simsinctl spbul to sive cl 
bas ,yinuos 2ivit oigninnsM Io 
botoels esw 4.081 iodmove 
noi Yo twoD sisibs tn rosa] 
Sliw aft eow ,boensoob .A 
jormaib nloonit Yo smd) &. 
aac’ inomistl io wma 
n81 Oe vlul beib sosileW inant 4 
ain gonlleW eomnl ypts Og donald A 
(egyeT) uM 2M stive bnossa aid as 
vido wok, sano silmgaoneM 10 jn ; 
QassgueMl »noiny zis? 0% a od s 
ioues Inomlofl lo .yewsnod, 


B¢ 25n 


imo 
ak ul 
A ni 
i 
, VINOD 
sisal le 
bre ; 


oinlO 


no Df 


bocditide at bsib odw aed. my fol, Ms 


7 iy” 


nobiad wee vumas,be 
ont eb ans lis ine 

i storie 2id Yo exemna whore 
gounia) bos ane esdibiat eid no be 


ab] stil 
Jhh ath 


iCyTatee 
* 


ong, att to 


yvond) rosv0vE.2id FH 
ale 0 exioe bosbaut law 
aebnu brs jled lio sinigiiV 120W odd niggeing 
01.6 #211, lees gnides aidauley ¢ a iw bk 
tigi enalgiins ni mehidw roidilog, stim 


4 ui oe re 
a ; 
be gl olds ii) 


2 


or 4 A 


-gunb By re reise 
abies fens ronal & oat 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





i. 


daughters: Lyda, Sarah, Jonathan, Susanna 
and John, whose name heads this sketch. 
John Coogle grew to manhood on the home- 
stead farm, received his education in the prim- | 
ary subscription schools of his boyhood days, 
and was engaged for several years in farming, 
stock-dealing and the lumber business, resid- 
ing on the homestead farm until Marion county 


was formed. In 1861 he moved to Rivesville, 


and served as postmaster of that town during | 


the late Civil War. 
gaged in the merchandizing business at Rives- 


After the war he was en- | 


! 
| 
| 





ville and Grafton until 1876, when he engaged | 


in his present nursery business near Rivesville, 
which is now conducted under the firm-name 


of B. C. Coogle and Brother. The Coogle 


nursery embraces twenty-five acres, and the | 
firm deal largely in various kinds of nursery | 


stock and have a large trade in this and other 
adjoining states. Mr. Coogle at the present 
time acts as manager and book-keeper for the 
firm whose members are his sons. He is a 
stanch republican and a consistent member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church,South. He 
served as mayor of Rivesville for three terms, 
and is highly respected for his many good 
traits of character by all who know him. 

On July 9, 1840, John Coogle wedded Susan 
Cox, who was a daughter of Isaac Cox, of 
Monongalia county, and died in the faith and 
membership of the Methodist Episcopal church 
South, on April 2, 1893, when in the seventy- 
first year of her age. To Mr. and Mrs. Coogle 
were born six children, Isaac, now farming on 
the old homestead ; Benjamin C., engaged in 
the nursery business; Joseph A.,a farmer ; 
William C., now deceased; John S., in the 
nursery business; and Florence Lee, 
of E. F. Hoult, an extensive farmer and a large 


wife 


lumber dealer of near Houltstown, this county. 


| port, 


Crances T. NESBITT, M.D., a gradu- 

ate of Allegheny literary and Bellevue 
Hospital Medical college, and one of the 
young and prosperous physicians and sur- 
geons of West Virginia, bid fair 
become prominent in their important profes- 


who to 
sion, is the only child of Joseph G. and Mary 
V. (Kight) Nesbitt, and was born at Western- 
Allegany county, Maryland, June 11, 
1870. Dr. Nesbitt’s family is of Scotch-Irish 
origin, and his immediate trans-Atlantic ances- 


_ tors were members of the wonderful Scotch- 


Irish race who settled the north of Ireland. 


| The Nesbitts were among the Scotch-Irish 





families that left the north of Ireland on 
account of religious persecution, and came to 
America. They were among the early set- 
tlers of the “ Eastern Shore” of Maryland, 
and Dr. Nesbitt’s great-grandfather served in 
the Revolutionary War, while his grand- 
father, Samuel Nesbitt, served at’ Fort Mc- 
Henry, in defense of Baltimore against the 
British in 1814, and died afterwards at Port 
Deposit, Maryland. Samuel Nesbitt married, 
and his son, Joseph G. Nesbitt, father, was 


born November 7, 1835, in Cecil county, that 


| state, and removed to Westernport in 1853. 


He there entered the service of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad company, and in 1879 was 
appointed as their general agent at Fairmont, 
where he served in that capacity until his 
death, December 25, 1893. He wedded Mary 
V. Kight, who is still living. She is a mem- 
ber of the Kight family of eastern Virginia, 
who came to America prior to the Revolu- 
tionary War, in which several of them served, 
receiving grants of land for their services. 
Charles T. Nesbitt received his elementary 
and academical education in the public schools 
of Fairmont, from which he was graduated in 


1887. 


He then became a student of Alle- 
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gheny College, at Meadville, Pennsylvania, 
where he took a two years’ classical course. 
Leaving college, he commenced the study of 
medicine ; he entered the medical department 
of the University of Pennsylvania, and after 
completing a single course he went to Mor- 
gantown, Monongalia county, where he be- 
came a member of the biological department 
of the University of West Virginia, from 
which he was graduated in school of biology. 
He then entered Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College of New York city, and served two 
years, besides serving three terms of three 
months each in the hospital under Professors 
Hubbard and Washburne. 
tive course of the college and the successful 
treatment of many different and difficult dis- 
eases in the hospital, Dr. Nesbitt added a 
special course in obstetrics under Professor 
Edwin A. Ayers, of the New York Polyclinic 
school, and another special course under Pro- 
He 
amply prepared for the practice of his profes- 


To the exhaus- 


fessor Brinton, at Baltimore. is thus 
sion by study in several leading medical col- 
leges and successful practice in one of the 
great hospitals of the United States. 

Dr. Nesbitt came to Fairmont in the early 
part of 1893, and practiced with Dr. Dorsey 
P. Fitch for about a year. At the end of that 
time in May, 1894, he withdrew from the part- 
nership with Dr. Fitch, and is building up an 
extensive and remunerative practice. 

On August 10, 1891, Dr. Nesbitt was united 
in marriage with Sallie McCoy, a daughter of 
John W. McCoy, a lawyer of Fairmont. 

Dr. Nesbitt is a democrat in politics. He 
is a member and secretary of the board of 
United States pension examiners of Marion 
county, and holds the position of examiner at 
Fairmont for several of the leading life insur- 
ance companies of the country. 


| = = 
| R** HARRISON F. GARRETT, who 











labored so efficiently, faithfully and suc- 
cessfully in the Baptist ministry from 1847 to 
1887, and is now living a retired life in Pala- 
tine, in Marion county, is a son of Anthony 
and Mary (Fletcher) Garrett, and was born 
in Culpepper county, Virginia, November 12, 
1821. His paternal grandfather, Richard Gar- 
rett, was a native and life-long resident of 
Culpepper county, Virginia, where he died 
about 1825, at the remarkably advanced age 
of ninety-seven years. He was a farmer by 
occupation, being a pioneer settler in the sec- 
tion of the county where he died.. His son, 
Anthony Garrett, was born on Christmas- 
day, 1785, in Culpepper county, Virginia; by a 
strange coincidence, his death took place on 
Christmas day, 1861, in Harrison county, this 
state, to which he had removed in 1826. He 
was a farmer by occupation and a democrat in 
political faith. He was a member of the Bap- 
tist church, and wedded Mary Fletcher, who 
was born in Culpepper county, Virginia, June 
7, 1788, and passed away June 16,1887. She 
was a daughter of William L. and Catharine 
(Davis) Fletcher, and had been a consistent 
member of the Baptist church for fifty years 
previous to her death. Mr. and Mrs. Garrett 
had a family of five sons and two daughters, 
all of whom are dead, except Rev. Harrison 
F. (subject), and A. P., a resident of Doddridge 
county. 

Rev. Harrison F. Garrett was reared on the 
farm, and received his education in the old 
pay orsubscription schools of Harrison county, 
where he owned a valuable farm until 1883. 
He united with Hephzibah Baptist church in 
January, 1842, and prepared himself for the 
ministry, which he entered in 1847. He en- 
tered upon the active work of his Divine Mas- 
ter, in 1847, as pastor of the Warren Baptist 
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church, in Monongalia county, and labored 


successfully for twenty years with that church 
and Centreville church, Tyler county ; Wor- 
thington church, Marion county, twenty years; 
Enon church, Harrison county, twenty years ; 
Union church, Doddridge county, fourteen 
years; Dent’s Run church, Marion county, 
In 1887 he retired from the 
active ministry of his church and came to 
Palatine, Marion county, where he has resided 


seven years. 


ever since. 

On April 22, 1842, Mr. Garrett married 
Sarah Davis, who was a daughter of William 
L. Davis, near Clarksburg, Harrison county; 
she died June 16, 1887, aged sixty-six years. 
After her death Mr. Garrett wedded, on Feb- 
ruary 7, 1888, Clarissa J. Stout, a daughter 
of Benjamin Stout, of Bridgeport, Harrison 
county. By his first marriage, Mr. Garrett 
has five children: Mary J., wife of E. E. Mar- 
tin, a farmer, and the present postmaster at 
Brown’s Mills, Harrison county; Cornelius 
H., a retired hotel-keeper, who married Lavina 
Morris, a farmer of Sardis district, Harrison 
county; Amanda C., wedded Martin V. Pitcher, 
a resident of Palatine, and is now engaged in 
farming; Almeda A., married George F. Green, 
a farmer of Doddridge county; and Susan A., 
widow of H. B. Hibbs, of Palatine. 

Rev. Harrison F. Garrett is a democrat in 
politics, and takes an intelligent interest, but 
no active part, in political affairs. His life- 
work has been inthe ministry of his church, 
for whose upbuilding he labored unceasingly 
during his active years, and whose cause yet 
engages his thoughts, and what occasional 
labor he is able to give. During his long 
ministry he has had a varied experience. He 
baptized ex-Governor Joseph Johnson, when 
the latter was in the eightieth year of his age. 
He has baptized in all over fifteen hundred 


| 





persons, and has married as many couples as 
any other minister in West Virginia. 


——— 


OHN R. COOK, M.D., 
prominent physician of Montana, and a 
member of the West Virginia State Medical 
Society and the American Medical Association, 
is a son of Noah and Hettie (Roach) Cook, 
and was born in Orange county, Virginia, 
January 24, 1863. 


an active and 


His paternal grandfather, 
Ambrose Cook, came from Germany and fol- 
lowed farming in Culpeper county, Virginia, 
until his death. He was a Baptist, and his 
son, Noah Cook, was born February 12, 1804. 
Noah Cook removed, in 1840, to Orange 
county, Virginia, where he purchased a farm 
which he tilled until his death, which occurred 
Prior to the Civil War 


he was an extensive slave-dealer. 


December 5, 1801. 
He was a 


| democrat in politics, and about 1843 married 


Hettie Roach, a daughter of William Roach, 
Mr. 
and Mrs. Cook were the parents of seven 


a farmer of Orange county, Virginia. 


sons and six daughters, of whom the follow- 
ing lived to maturity: Bettie; Judson, who 
served in the Confederate army and died in 
1873; William, now a cabinet-maker of Shen- 
andoah, Virginia; Ella, wife of J. S. Tinder, a 
farmer of Orange county, Virginia; Hattie, 
married John R. Moss, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia; Thomas R., of Louisa county, Vir- 
ginia; Dr. John R., subject; Roberta Lee, 
wife of deputy sheriff B. S. Cooper, of Orange 
county, Virginia; and Eugenia, who wedded 
William Brown, a prosperous farmer and 
stock-raiser of Culpeper county, Virginia. 
Bettie, Hattie and Roberta were industrious 
educators, having taught in the public schools 
of Orange, Louisa, Augusta, Spottsylvania 
and Culpeper counties, Virginia. 
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John R. Cook spent his youthful days at | 


Shenandoah and Dayton, Virginia, and after 
receiving a good English education, read 
medicine with Dr. Brown, of Bridgewater, in 
‘his adopted state. 
quired course of reading in October, 1882, he 


At the close of his re- 


entered the celebrated medical 
Philadelphia, Jefferson Medical college, from 
which he was graduated in the class of 1884. 
Immediately after graduation, in April of that 
year, he opened an office at Dayton, Virginia, 
which he left nine months later to locate at 
McDowell, in the same state, where he prac- 
ticed continuously forfour years. In 1889 he 
came to Montana, Marion county, and soon 
secured a good practice, which has steadily 
Dr. Cook is the divi- 
sion surgeon for the Baltimore and Ohio 


increased ever since. 


railway at Montana, and is frequently called 
He has a 
live interest in his profession and its advance- 


in consultation in difficult cases. 


ment, and has availed himself of every organ- 
ized effort in society form, thus adding to his 
own experience, the result of other physicians’ 
experience, and laboring worthily in common 
with the progressive members of the profes- 
sion to build up the science of medicine and 
alleviate the suffering of the sick. He isa 
member of the Baltiniore and Ohio Railroad 
Association and the National Association of 
Surgeons. He is also a member of the West 
Virginia State Medical Society, and the 
American Medical Association, and an ex- 
member of the pension board of examining 
surgeons at Fairmont. Dr. Cook has also in- 
terested himself in political affairs and reli- 
gious matters, and in every way fully performs 
the duties of good citizenship. He is a demo- 
crat and a Baptist, and holds membership in 
Mountain Lodge, No. 48, Knights of Pythias, 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free and Accepted 


college of | 








Masons, and Crusade Commandery, No. 6, 
Knight Templars, of the same place. 

On November 30, 1887, Dr. John R. Cook 
was united in marriage with Susie Olivia 
Watts, a daughter of Rev. W. W. Watts, an 
able minister of the Baltimore Methodist 
To Dr. and Mrs. 
Cook have been born two children, a son and 
a daughter, Lulu B. and Walter L. 


Episcopal conference. 


Ss 








MANLEY, an energetic and 
farmer of Grant district, 


oe H. 


prosperous 
Marion county, West Virginia, is a son of 
John O. and Sarah (Stump) Manley, and was 
born in Paw Paw district, Marion county, 
West Virginia, on December 10, 1827. For 
the ancestral history see the sketch of Harri- 
son Manley. 

John H. Manley commenced life as a poor 
boy ; his advantages for securing an education 
were very limited, as in that day there were 
no common schools. At the age of twenty- 
two years he leased a tract of land of P. B. 
Right in what is now Grant district, clearing 
it for three crops. By hard work and close 
economy he accumulated some money, and in 
1861 purchased the farm upon which he now 
lives, consisting of ninety-one acres. This 
farm he has greatly improved, and has brought 
it under a good state of cultivation. It is 
underlaid with coal. In religious faith he is a 
devout and active member of the Methodist 
Protestant church, injwhich he holds the offices 
of steward, class-leader and trustee. 

On March 15, 1851, he married Susan, a 
daughter of Jesse Martin, a farmer of Marion 
county, then a portion of Harrison county. 
Fourteen children have blessed this union, as 
follows: Sarah, born January 26, 1851, is the 
wife of Emery Kuhn, of Fairmont, West 
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Virginia; Elizabeth, born August 2, 1852, 
wife of Thomas Kuhn, a farmer of Grant 
district; William Harrison, born May 1, 1854, 
is a farmer near Worthington, this county ; 
Minerva Jane, born March 9, 1856, is the wife 
of John Nixon, a farmer of Grant district ; 
Thomas S., born January 13, 1858, is a resi- 
dent of Harrison county; Margaret L., born 
July 12, 1860; Samuel Wright, born Novem- 
ber 1, 1862; Samantha, born February 3, 
1865 ; Clara, born February, 4, 1867, and died 
February 16, 1867; Ida, born April 4, 1868; 
Delia, born February 21, 1870; Joshua, born 
April 11, 1872; Albert, born March 1, 1875; 
Alice, born September 21, 1877, and died 
October 25, 1877. 


(=) 








OB S. GASKINS, one of the prominent 
business men of Palatine and for many 
years a contractor and builder, is among the 
most highly respected citizens of Marion 
county. He was born on the Monongahela 
river about one mile above the site of Colfax, 
in Marion county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), November 14, 1816. 
days a resolute class of settlers inhabited the 


In those early 


upper Monongahela valley and endured almost 
untold privations in redeeming the soil from 
the forests, while in the great struggle for ex- 
istence and homes the women shared uncom- 
plainingly many hardships and sufferings with 
the men. In many sections stores were almost 
unknown and school-houses were few and sit- 
uated long distances apart. Mr. Gaskins was 
reared in a section thus scantily provided with 
the comforts of civilization and attended a 
subscription school which to reach he had to 
walk about four miles night and morning. 
During the greater part of his short time at 
school he went barefooted. When a mere 


cessfully until the late Civil War. 


youth he was compelled to work by the day to 
His first 
work was at twelve anda half cents a day, and 
as an adult at twenty-five cents a day. Atthe 


assist in supporting his mother. 


age ofabout nineteen years he went to Clarks- 
burg, Harrison county, and learned the trade 
of blacksmith, which he declined to follow. 
At the end of twenty-one years he went to 
Muncie, Indiana,. where he learned the 
trade of cabinet-making with his brother, James 


M. Gaskins. 
there he returned home in the autumn of 1840, 


After working over two years 


and in the spring of the succeeding year he 
came to Palatine, which then only contained 
some four or five houses. He opened a cabi- 
net-making shop, and also engaged in carpen- 
tering, which lines of work he followed suc- 
After the 
close of that great struggle Mr. Gaskins turned 
his attention somewhat to contracting and 
building, which he continued up to 1891, when 
he was succeeded by his sons, John N. Gas- 
kins, F. O. Gaskins, B. F. Gaskins and A. C. 
Gaskins, and retired from active business life. 
Mr. Gaskins, commencing at the very bottom 
round of the ladder of business life, has won 
his way over every obstacle to success and 
position. He is one of that class who find no 
lions in their pathway, and derive renewed 
strength from every temporary reverse of 
fortune. He is a republican in politics and 
was a member for about twenty years of the 
old-side Methodist Episcopal church, from 
which he withdrew, and is now identified with 
the church of Christ. 

On April 10, 1850, Job S. Gaskins was 
united in marriage with Violet Jane McAllis- 
ter, daughter of John McAllister, of Marion 
Mr. and Mrs. Gas- 


kins have five children, four sons and one 


county, West Virginia. 


daughter: Nancy, born November 9, 1851, and 
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on Janaury 5, 1871, wedded Jerome T. Hol- 
land, of Palatine, where she still resides; 
John N., born October 8, 1853, and who on 
November 4, 1877, married Eliza Miller, and 
and is now the successor of his father in the 
building and contracting business at Palatine ; 


Benjamin F., born October 12, 1858, and now 


a carpenter and builder ; and A. C., born March | 


12, 1861, and, like his two elder brothers, en- 
gaged in building and contracting. Finley O. 
Gaskins was born May 17, 1856, and married 
Mary Hull, April 15, 1894, and resides in 
Palatine, where the parents and all the chil- 
dren still reside. 
ee ee 

R™. WILLIAM I. CANTER, pastor of 

the Methodist Episcopal church, South, 
at Farmington, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of Rev. John W. and Martha J. 
(Gammon) Canter, and was born near Mon- 
terey, Highland county, Virginia, on July 11, 


1869. The great-grandfather of Rev. William | 


Canter and his twin brother emigrated from 
Scotland, and settled, one in Maryland, and 
the other in New York city, but later the 
great-grandfather located southeast of Win- 
chester, Virginia. Isaac W. Canter, grand- 
father, was born near Winchester, Virginia, in 
1811. He took up farming and stock-raising, 
owning a large farm of two hundred and forty 
acres, in the valley of Virginia, and was a very 
successful and enterprising business man and 
farmer. He now lives a retired life at Ste- 


phens City, Virginia, enjoying the fruits of an | 


industrious and well-spent life. 


that party became a democrat. He married 
Miss Susan McCauley, of Frederick county, 
Virginia, by whom he had a family of ten 
children: John W., father; Mary, wife of 


Michael Wise, an extensive farmer and stock- 
2—8 


In his earlier | 
life he was a whig, but upon the disruption of | 





| Huntersville, West Virginia. 


raiser of Stephens City, Virginia; James H., an 
ex-soldier in the Confederate army, and nowa 
merchant and farmer in Stephens City, Vir- 
ginia; Maggie; Rev. Isaac W. Canter, pastor 
of Mount Vernon Place, Methodist Episcopal 
church, South, Washington, D.C., the first 
appointment of the Baltimore conference ; 
Susan, wife of Rev. W. N. Wagner, a minister 
also in the Methodist Episcopal church, South, 
and is now located at Aberdeen, Virginia ; 
Daniel, a farmer of Zanesville, Ohio; Mattie, 
wife of Major W. Steele, a retired merchant of 
Stephens City, Virginia; one died in infancy ; 
Etta, wife of George Wright, a farmer and 
stock-raiser of Winchester, Virginia. 

Rev. John W. Canter was born on the old 
homestead, January 19, 1834. He received a 
good academic education in a Maryland acad- 
emy. He was first engaged as overseer for 
General Carson, of the valley of Virginia. He 
resolved upon entering the ministry, and 
accordingly, in 1859, was ordained in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and was con- 
nected with the Baltimore conference. Upon 
the division of the conference, he adhered to 
the southern division, and has served in the 
most important charges of the conference, 
among which are Lexington, Fairfield, and 
Monterey, and is at present located at Fair- 
field. In 1861 he was united in marriage with 
Mrs. Martha J. Campbell, a daughter of 
William Gammon, a merchant and farmer of 
This union has 
been blessed in the birth of two children: 
Rev. William I., and Jennie, now attending 
Wesleyan female institute, at Staunton, Va. 
~ Rev. Canter received his education in Rock- 
bridge county, and by private instruction. He 
took a position as clerk in the wholesale house 
of White and Lee, of Lexington, Virginia, and 
remained there for a term of one year. 
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Having resolved upon entering the ministry, 
he took a full theological course of five years, 
and was ordained to the ministry in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church in 1887, and was placed 
in the West Virginia conference, receiving his 
first charge at Huttonsville, Randolph county, 
West Virginia, where he remained two years. 
In 1891 he took his present charge, and has 
remained there ever since. He has showna 
commendable interest in everything connected 
with the welfare of the church, and the good 
of those coming within his charge. During 
his incumbency, many substantial improve- 
ments to the church property have been made, 
as well as an addition of about two hundred 
and fifty to the membership. Rev. Canter is 
a man of a kindly disposition and affable 
spirit, and a humane sympathy that makes for 
God and righteousness, and personally is 
popular and well liked. In the fraternal world 
he is prominent and popular. He isa member 
of Mannington Lodge, No. 31, A. F.and A. M.; 
Eclectic Lodge, No. 67, I. O. O. F., of which 
he is a past grand; Valley Star Lodge, No. 
17, Knights of Pythias, of Glover’s Gap and 
Farmington Council, No. 88, Jr. O. U. A. M. 

On December 24, 1889, Rev. Canter was 
happily married to Miss Georgia M., a daugh- 
ter of Harrison McAtee, a farmer of Randolph 
county, West Virginia. To this union three 
children have been born: M. Edith, Beatrice 


M., and Julian Gammon. 
iin OE EAN a Bea 


EVI S. TAGGART, a skilled tradesman 
and a well-respected citizen of Manning- 


ton, Marion county, is one of that class who | 
are truly self-made men, rising by the force of | 
their own ability and will to positions of honor | 


and trust and responsibility. He is a son of 








- with his life work seemingly just begun. 





was born in Lincoln district, Marion county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), August 26, 
1852. His paternal grandfather, Samuel Tag- 
gart, wasa native of Scotland, and came either 
from that country or from the north of Ire- 
land to Hampshire county, where he remained, 
and was engaged in agricultural pursuits until 
his death. In 1850, his son, Samuel S. Tag- 
gart, came to Marion county and settled in 
He then fol- 
lowed farming during the few remaining years 
of his life, which ended on earth, December 24, 


what is now Lincoln district. 


1856, when he was in only the twenty-ninth 
year of his age. In addition to being a 
farmer, he was an excellent mechanic, but 
gave his time principally to farming. He was 
an old-time democrat, and a consistent mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, with 
which he had united at an early age. A hard- 
working, honest and plain-spoken man, devoid 
of deceit and flattery, he passed away when 
merely in the very dawn of manhood, and 
He 
married Sarah W. Stein, of Marion county, 
and to them were born a family of four chil- 
dren, three sons and a daughter: Levi S., 
Joseph A., James H., and Mary C., the wife 
of W.S. Parrish. 

Levi S. Taggart was but four years old 
when his father died, and was reared by his 
mother until ten years of age, when he was 


thrown upon his own resources, working upon 


a farm for seven years for his board and 
clothes. He attended the ordinary schools 
of his neighborhood, and in the twentieth 
year of his age left the farm and all farm pur- 
suits to work at carpentering, which he has 
pursued successfully ever since. He never 
learned the trade of carpenter, but inheriting 


his father’s rare mechanical ability and pos- 


Samuel and Sarah W. (Stein) Taggart, and | sessing that will power that is so essential an 
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element of permanent success, he easily mas- 
tered all the difficulties of the different details 
of carpentering as fast as he met them in his 
work. In a remarkably short time he was 
counted a first-class and skillful workman of 
good taste and rapid speed. 

On March 10, 1887, Mr. Taggart was united 
in marriage with Sophia C. Davis, a daughter 
of Daniel Davis, of Mannington district, 
Marion county. Their union has been blessed 
with one child, Archie C., who was born Sep- 
tember 5, 1882. 


Mr. Taggart has always worked in his. 


native county, and in 1881 came to Manning- 
ton, where he owns a valuable quarter-acre 
lot and has a well-appointed and comfortable 
home. He has built a very fine green-house, 
and finds ready sale for all of its products. 
He is a republican in political opinion, and 
has served for some time as a member of the 
He is a well-respected citizen 


Levi S. Taggart 


town council. 
and a useful business man. 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and the E. A.U. He started as a 
poor boy and at the very bottom round of the 
ladder, and by his own unaided efforts has 
well advanced himself upwards in the scale 
of success, and, what adds more to his pres- 
tige, has done it honorably and without injury 
to any one else. He has deserved success, and 
has won it. 





————_—_S 


Cee BURT, president of the Burt Man- 
ufacturing company, and a member and 
the manager of the Burt Oil company, two of 


the largest and most prosperous business | 


organizations of West Virginia, is one who 
has great confidence in the future of the 
“New Dominion,” and enjoys the reputation 
of being a correct and systematic man of 
business. He is a son of Hon. Friend H.and 











Maria (Hodges) Burt, and was born at Ber- 
lin, Wayne county, Pennsylvania, July 20, 
1850. 
made their first new-world home in 1638, in 


The Burts are of English descent, and 


New England, where they have been dis- 
tinguished ever since for their integrity of 
character, their patriotism, energy and thrift, 
qualities largely inherited by Friend H. Burt, 
a man of generous heart, excellent judgment 
and marked business ability, and in whose 
sketch, printed elsewhere in this volume, will 
be found the ancestral history of the Burt 
family, whose members are now numerous in 
different states of the Union. 

Caleb Burt received his education in select 
school and the Conklin Academy, of Broome 
county, New York. Leaving the academy, he 
entered the Iron City Business college, of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, from which old and 
favorably known commercial institution he 
was graduated in the spring class of 1870. 
He then returned to his home at Mannington, 
Marion county, where he served as general 
manager for the leather and mercantile firm of 
F. H. Burt and Son for a period of fifteen 
years. At the end of that time, in 1887, he 
and his brother William P. were admitted as 
partners in the business, and the firm was 
reorganized under the title of F. H. Burt and 
Sons. He continued in this partnership until 
July 23, 1889, when the death of his father 
caused the dissolution of the firm. In con- 
nection with other members of the family, he 
helped organize the Burt Manufacturing com- 
pany, which was incorporated in 1890 with an 
authorized capital of $100,000; and two years 
later became a member of the Burt Oil com- 
pany, incorporated with an authorized capital 
of $500,000, and owning eight thousand acres 
of choice oil territory in Marion and Harrison 


counties. The latter company sank and now 
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operates the first producing well in Marion 
county, and have twenty-five flowing wells 
out of atotal of thirty which they have so far 
drilled. In 1893, Mr. Burt, with J. O. Huey 
and Dr. M. F. Hamilton, organized the Man- 
nington Opera House company, and in vari- 
ous other ways has been instrumental in pro- 
moting the pleasure, happiness and prosperity 
of the people of his town. He is a member 
and trustee of the Mannington Presbyterian 
church, and in all religious work has been an 
effective worker and liberal contributor. He 
is a member of Mannington Lodge, No. 31, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Orient Chapter, 
No. 9, Royal Arch Masons; and Crusade 
Commandery, No. 6, Knight Templars. He 
has held various elective and appointive offices 
in the Masonic fraternity, and is a past master 
of his blue lodge. 
treasurer of Buffalo Council, No. 38, National 
Union, which was organized at Mannington in 


He is also a member and 


1889. 
On October 5, 1880, Mr. Burt married Ollie 
J. Basnett, of Morgantown, Monongalia 


county, and their union has been blessed with 
three children, two sons and one daughter: 
Archie, Valentine, and Nina. 

Caleb Burt was a republican in politics until 
1884, when, becoming dissatisfied with the 
policy of the republican party upon questions 


of moral reform vital to the life and prosperity 


of the nation, he became a prohibitionist, and 
has worked for the success of that party ever 
since, as he thinks its proposed course of 


action is in full accord with the principles of | 
the Declaration of Independence, and while | 


successfully solving the temperance problem 


would also insure industrial and financial 
prosperity throughout the nation. He is more 
a business man than a politician, but never- 


theless enters vigorously into political cam- 


| 








paigns to support needed reforms, sound 
Mr. 
Burt as a business man possesses to an emi- 


finances and wise progressive measures. 


nent degree that wonder-working quality, 
exact and systematic thoroughness. He thor- 
oughly knows his business, both in detail and 
by aggregation, and systematically moves any 
enterprise by correct and available methods. 
He is generous and sociable by nature, and 
pleasing in manner, liberal and progressive in 
his ideas, and well-fitted to enjoy life, which 
with him means energy, success, honor and 
usefulness. Being among the foremost busi- 
ness men of his section of the state, his name 
has become identified with the best interests of 
Marion county, to whose growth and prosper- 
ity he has given much thought, considerable 
time, and a large amount of earnest labor. 


ee 


OB S. SWINDLER, a man of business 
ability and experience, and general man- 

ager of the large plant of the Barnesville 
Manufacturing company, is a son of William 
S. and Deborah (Sidwell) Swindler, and was 
born in Union district, Monongalia county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), May 27, 1852. 
His paternal grandfather, David Swindler, 
was a native of Monongalia, and became a 
“boss nailer” 
Ice’s Ferry, on Cheat river, Monongalia county, 


at Jackson’s iron works, near 


where he worked for several years, during 
which time Jackson’s works ranked among 
the leading iron works of Virginia. In later 
life he removed to a farm two miles below 
Ice’s Ferry, which he purchased and tilled 
until his death. His son, William Swindler, 
was born in Monongalia county, in 1816, and 
after receiving his education in the old sub- 
scription schools of his boyhood days, en- 
gaged in farming, which he has followed ever 
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since. He resides on the old Swindler home- 


stead, about two miles below Ice’s Ferry | 
He married Deborah | 


and on Cheat river. 


Sidwell, a daughter of Hugh Sidwell, and to | 
their union were born nine children, seven | 
sons and two daughters: Mary H. and Ella, | 


John I., Peter T., Henry, Ruse; J.'S.; Benja- 
min and William. 
Job S. Swindler was reared on the home- 


stead, and received his education in the old ! 
_ wedded Wyliss N. Smith, who was a daughter 


subscription schools, ‘and later in the common 
schools of his native county. 


After leaving | 


the common schools he went to Kansas City, | 


Missouri, where he entered a commercial | 


college and took a full business course, mak- | 


ing specialties of book-keeping and penman- 
ship. 

Returning from the West—the land of 
golden opportunities and rich fortunes to some, 
and wrecked hopes and blighted prospects to 
others—he entered the employ of Thornton 
F. Pickenpaugh, a general merchant and one 
of the leading business men of Morgantown, 
Monongalia county. With Mr. Pickenpaugh 
he remained for the long period of fifteen 
years and three months, and only surrendered 
this business connection to engage in the 
hardware business at Alma, Nebraska, where 
he remained four years. At the end of four 
years he bade a second adieu to the prairies 
of the west and returned again to his native 
county. Shortly after this, in 1891, Mr. 
Swindler accepted his present position of 
general manager with the Barnesville Manu- 
facturing company, and assumed the direct 
personal supervision of the large plant at 
Barnesville, this county, consisting of a woolen 
mill, flouring mill and a general mercantile 
establishment. This responsible position Mr. 
Swindler has held ever since. 


business success, and is imbued with the true 
spirit of energy and enterprise. 

Mr. Swindler is a member of Monongalia 
Lodge, No. to, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, of Morgantown, Monongalia county, 
one of the oldest and strongest lodges of that 
order in the State. 
West Virginia, in Marion county, and has a 


He resides at Fairmont, 


comfortable and pleasant home. 
On November 2, 1878, Job S. Swindler 


of Tymaolen Smith, of Virginia, and who 
passed away July 10, 1892, aged thirty-eight 
years. To their union were born three chil- 
dren, one son and two daughters: William T., 
Gracie L. and Lily P. 
———_2 


Le N. SWISHER, a_ prosperous 
farmer and business man of Marion 





county, and commander of Meade Post, No. 6, 
G. A. R., at Fairmont, is a son of Jacob and 
Barsheba Swisher, and was born in Winfield 
district, Marion county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), November 8, 1836. He grew to 
manhood on the farm, received his education 
in the district school of his day and engaged 
in farming, which he followed until August 7, 
1861, when he enlisted in company “C,” sixth 
West Virginia infantry. Ten months later he 
was transferred to battery “F,” first West 
Virginia light artillery, in which he was pro- 
moted to first sergeant, and served until Sep- 
tember 15, 1864, when he was honorably dis- 
charged at Wheeling, West Virginia. He 
was in the battles of Martinsburg, Carter’s 
farm and Winchester, and, after returning 


home, resumed farming, which he has _fol- 


He is in the | 


very prime of matured manhood, has achieved | 


lowed up to the present time. In addition to 
cultivating his farm of sixty acres, he has 
done considerable in the line of carpentering 
and wagon-making. 
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OnwApailiene $SG8ndNmaSwishen wedded | 
Sarah Ann Morley, a daughter of Benjamin | 


Morley, a farmer of Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


To their union have been born seven | 
children: Samuel S.,a farmer of Smithtown, | 
Monongalia county; Francis M., a resident — 
of Fairmont; Charles E., a resident of this 
county; Willie Grant, now dead; Sabina 


Belle, wife of Joseph Carothers,:a farmer of 
Monongalia county; Jacob O., engaged in | 
farming; and James H., a resident of Fair- | 
mont. 

In politics, Mr. Swisher has always been a 
republican. He served as register of his dis- 
trict for four years, was census enumerator in 
1890, and acted as secretary of the board of | 
education for several successive terms, and is ° 
now a notary public in the county in which | 
he resides. He is a member and the present 
commander of Meade Post, No. 6, G. A. R., 
and some years ago united with Mt. Zion 
Methodist Episcopal church, of which he is 
now trustee. He is also recording steward of 
the Palatine circuit,in which his church is 


included. Thomas N. Swisher has been not 
only active, but industrious and economical, | 
and, by hard work and good judgment, has | 
secured a competency, and, what is far more | 
valuable, a good and honorable name in his 
neighborhood. 

The ancestors of Mr. Swisher were, a cen- | 
tury ago, resident in Berkeley county, from 
which his paternal grandfather, Jacob M. 
Swisher, came, in 1810, to Winfield district. | 
Jacob M. Swisher purchased a farm there and 
followed farming. He was a soldier of the | 
War of 1812, and married Miss Bunner. | 
Their children were: Joseph, Rev. Jacob, | 
Henry, Allen, Mrs. Nancy Harris, Mrs. Eliza- | 
beth Carder, Mrs. Roannah Brain and Mrs. 
Almeda Martin. 





Rev. Jacob Swisher was 


born in Berkeley county, and served as a 
Methodist minister for nearly half a century. 
He owned a farm of fifty acres in Winfield 
district, and lived an industrious and useful 
life. He did considerable in the timber trade 
on the river, and died March 25, 1881, aged 
seventy-five years. He was a democrat, and 
afterward a republican, and served a number 
In 1829 he 
married Barsheba Farrell, who was a daughter 
of Enoch Farrell, and died in March, 1864, 
at fifty-three years of age. 
family of seven sons and eight daughters: 


of years as justice of the peace. 


They reared a 


Solomon C., of Schuyler county, Illinois; 
Elizabeth M., residing at Fairmont; E. W., 
of Champaign county, Illinois; Nancy, widow 
of William Doak, of Doddridge county; 
Thomas N., subject of sketch; Harriet, of 
Fairmont; Charles W., enlisted in June, 1861, 
in company “B,”’ Third West Virginia infan- 
try, and was killed at the battle of Rocky 
Gap; Elvira, of Fairmont; Robert M., a 
farmer of Missouri; Sarah, wife of Dr. J. R. 
Watson, of Smithfield, Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania; Henry, a farmer of Winfield dis- 
trict; Emeline, wife of Napoleon B. Swisher, 
of Catawba, this county; Jennie and Frank, 
of Winfield district, this county ; and Letitia, 
now dead. 








S 


ILLIAM W. SCOTT, a rising young at- 
torney-at-law of Fairmont, is a son of 
Newton J. and Mary S. (Scott) Scott, and was 
born in Palatine, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, April 18, 1871. 

The great-grandfather of William Scott, on 
the paternal side of the family, William W. 
Scott, was born in 1800 in eastern Virginia, 
but emigrated about 1832 to Preston county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), where he lived 
until 1865, when he removed to Marion county, 
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same state, where he died January 17, 1882. 
He was a stock-dealer and drover until he re- 
moved to Marion county, after which he en- 
gaged in merchandizing, which he followed the 
remainder of his life. 


old-line whig and took an active part in local | 
politics; religiously he was identified with the | 


Methodist Episcopal church. 


sistent Christian, and the church found in him 


an ardent supporter, and a liberal contributor. 
His marital union with Sophia Heed was 
blessed in the birth of thirteen children, five 
sons and eight daughters. 


Newton J. Scott was born in Preston county, | 
March 6, 1843, and died at Palatine, Marion | 


county, this State, February 2, 1882. 
engaged in merchandizing until his father’s 
death, when he succeeded to the business. He 
continued that line of business all his life, and 
was regarded as the leading merchant of Pala- 
tine. He wasa progressive and trustworthy 
business man, and a substantial and reliable 
citizen, and, like his father,a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and a republican 
in politics. 

On December 31, 1868, he married Mary S., 
a daughter of John Scott, who was a native of 


the “ City of Brotherly Love,” and who became | 
| which time he has been actively engaged in 


one of the early settlers of Kittanning, Arm- 
strong county, Pennsylvania, where he was en- 
gaged in contracting and building on a large 


scale, until death ended his labors. Mrs. Scott | 
died at> Palatine, July 20, 1883, aged thirty- | 


eight years. Mr. and Mrs. Scott were the 
parents of five children. 


John S. Scott, the eldest son, was born Octo- | 


ber 24, 1869,and was on the first day of April, 


1891, married to Miss Ella M. Hughes, eldest | 


daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Hughes, of 


Palatine, West Virginia. Heis now in the mill- _ 
ing business, being proprietor of the Palatine — 


Politically he was an | 


He was acon- | 


He was | 
| brother, John S. Scott. 





Flour and Feed Mill. He resides at Palatine, 
WestVirginia; William W., subject. 
Ernest C. Scott was born the 17th day of 


| December, 1872, and was married on the 27th 


day of December, 1892, to Miss Minnie M. 
Dodd, daughter of Mr. John E. Dodd, of Pal- 
atine. He is a printer and lives in Palatine. 

Birt C. Scott, the youngest son, was born 
September 11, 1874, and was married on Feb- 
ruary 4, 1894, to Miss Vernie Wolf, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Wolf, of Garrett county, 
Maryland. He is a farmer and lives in Gar- 
rett county, Maryland. 

Miss Anna Scott is the youngest child and 
only daughter and was born on the 16th day 


of October, 1877, and now lives with her 


William W. Scott was educated in the 
public schools of his native town and in the 
Fairmont State Normal School. Leaving the 
Normal, he taught in the public schools of 
Marion county three consecutive terms, during 
which time he was a student of law. 

He also worked for a time at the printer's 
trade, continuing his law studies at the same 
time. He read law under the preceptorship 
of W.S. Meredith and H. G. Linn, of Fair- 


mont, and was admitted to the bar in 1892, since 


the practice of his profession in Marion and 
adjoining counties. He is alsoa member of 
the bar of the State Supreme Court. Mr. Scott 
is a close student of the law, possesses a logi- 
cal and discriminating mind, and through the 
energy and enthusiasm already manifested 
bids fair to become a prominent figure in his 
chosen profession. He is an active and en- 
thusiastic young republican, is well versed in 
politics, and has done considerable work for 
the dissemination and inculcation of republican 
principles and. doctrines. 
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and wife. 


On April 18, 1893, the nuptials were cele- | 
brated which made Mr. Scott and Miss Claudia, | 
a daughter of O. A. Rice, of Palatine, husband | 
| derlaid with coal and lies in the oil belt of 





CHARLES W. BOYLES, a farmer of Man- | 
nington district, Marion county, is a son | 


of Joshua and Sarah (Jones) Boyles, and was 
born on the banks of Indian creek, Monon- 


galia county, West Virginia, March 12, 1831. | 


Joshua Boyles, father of the subject of this 


record, was of Irish lineage, but was born in | 
Monongalia county, in 1807, and died in| 
Marion, on May 25, 1838, at the early age of | 
| Granville, Monongalia county; Sarah Maud, 


thirth-one years. In his religious faith he 
was a strict and consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, whilst in his 


political adherence he was a democrat. He 


married Sarah, a daughter of Samuel Jones, a | 


farmer and a resident of what is now the 
county of Taylor. Four children were the 


progeny of this marital union. They were: 


Matilda, now deceased, was the wife of Law- | 


rence May; Charles W., subject; Elizabeth, 
who married Samuel Chroyer, a farmer of 
Delaware county, Indiana; Samuel, a rail- 
roader, and a resident of Clarksburg, Har- 


rison county; Ann, married Abyah Williams; | 
and John E., in the employ of the Baltimore | 


and Ohio railroad company at Clarksburg. 
After the death of Joshua Boyles, his widow 


married John Furber, of Clarksburg, and to | 


this second union were born the following 
children: Alcinda; Caleb D., in the employ 
of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad company 
at Grafton; Mary Lee, wife of Marion Gump, 
a railroad employe, and a resident at Clarks- 
burg; and Sarah, wife of Daniel Cutright, of 
Clarksburg. Charles W. Boyles was brought 
up on the farm and naturally took up farming 





| and followed it all his tife. 


In 1861 
he purchased his present farm in the Man- 


as a means of securing a livlihood. 
nington district. It contains eighty acres un- 


Marion county. One producing oil well and 


/ one gas well are located on the property. 


Religiously, he is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, South, in which he is a 
trustee. Fraternally,a member of Manning- 
ton Lodge, No. 158, A. F. and A. M. 

April 29, 1856, he married Miss Anna L., 
a daughter of John Batson, a shoemaker, of 
Fairmont. To this union have been born five 
children: Bertha May; Henry L.; Lizzie M., 
wife of Alexander Lawson, a stonemason of 


wife of E. H. Hibbs, of Metz; and John C., 
at home. 





7) 





LBERT G. YOST, the efficient telepraph 
operator and agent in charge of the 
station at Glover’s Gap, on the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad, in Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of William and Nancy (Kelley) 
Yost, and was born at Glover’s Gap, Marion 
county, West Virginia, on May 29, 1864. 

The Yost family is an old family of the 
county, Aaron Yost, grandfather, being born 
in the county. He was the pioneer in the 
section surrounding Glover's Gap. He married 
and reared a family of the following children: 
Peter, a farmer on Middle Island, West Vir- 
ginia; John, a farmer of Wetzel county; David, 
deceased; William; Jacob, deceased; Dorcas, 
who married James McDiffit, and Margaret. 

William Yost, the father of the subject of 
this sketch, was born on the old homestead of 
the Yosts, took up the avocation of farming 
He entered the 
service of the Confederate States of America 
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as a soldier during the late Civil War and was 





taken prisoner at the battle of 


ocratic party. 

He married Nancy, a daughter of Levi 
Kelley, and had five children: Alvah, in the 
employ of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
company, at Glover’s Gap; Amanda, wife of 


Thomas B. Yost, a farmer of Monongalia 
county, this State; Mattie, wife of B. L. Shandy, | 


a boss painter in the employ of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad company, and is located in 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, and Allie. Mr. 
Yost was reared on his father’s farm and re- 
ceived his education in the public schools. 
He was a boy of spirit and entered the tele- 
graph office at Glover’s Gap, where he schooled 
himself in telegraphy, and at the age of nine- 
teen was given a position on the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad at Colfax, where he re- 
mained four years and one month, faithfully 
and satisfactorily discharging every duty that 
came to his hand. On November 1, 1887, he 
was transferred to the position which he now 
holds at Glover's Gap, and has remained there 
ever since. Inthe fraternal world he belongs 
to the following lodges: Valley Star Lodge, 
No. 17, Knights of Pythias, of which he is 
the present master of finance; and O. R. T. 
Division, No. 227, at Grafton, Taylor county. 
He is an active church worker and is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal denomination 
and secretary of the Epworth League. He 
has been twice married. His first union 


was on October 18, 1885, to Miss Lizzie M., | 
daughter of Reason T. Springer, of Colfax, | 
Mrs. Yost died on April 18, | 


West Virginia. 
1888, and on October 20, 1889, he married 
Loella V., daughter of C. H. Woodruff, a 
farmer and local preacher in the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 


Politi- | 
cally he believed in the principles of the dem- | 


| 








ICHAEL E. FETTY, a prominent farmer 
M of Lincoln district, Marion county, West 
Virginia, is a son of Elmer and Teressa 
(Shively) Fetty, and was born on the banks of 
the Big Indian creek, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia, on October 30, 1845. 

The family was originally from the state of 
New Jersey. John Fetty, the grandfather, 
emigrated from~-that state in an early day to 
Masontown, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
and soon afterwards to what is now Grant 
district, Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
He was a large farmer and stock-raiser, and 
accumulated quite a fortune for that early day. 
He married Sarah Boyce, of Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania, and reared a family of nine 
children: Thomas, George, Elmer, John H., 


| Pheebe, Mary, Sallie, Plissa, and Julia Ann. 


Elmer Fetty, father, was born in Grant dis- 
trict, Monongalia county, in 1811, and died in 
March, 1886. His life work was mainly that 
of farming and stock-raising; he owned a 
good farm of one hundred and twenty-three 
acres in Clay district, Monongalia county. 
Following in the footsteps of his father, he 
was an active worker in the Christian church in 
his early life, while in matters political he was 
first an old-line whig and then a republican. 
His wife was a daughter of Jacob Shively, of 
Grant district, Monongalia county. The sub- 
ject of this biographical record is one of a 
large family, consisting of six sons and four 
daughters: Jacob, a farmer of Monongalia 
county ; John P., deceased, was a soldier in 
the War of the Rebellion, who, after being in 
the service about one year, was taken prisoner 
at Cloyd Mountain and taken to Anderson- 
ville prison, from which he never escaped, 
but, like many of the brave boys who volun- 
teered in defense of their county, was a victim 
of the indescribable cruelties and barbarities 
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practiced in the southern rebel prisons ; Cath- | 


erine, wife of James 
mechanic of Marion county; Sanford C., de- 


| 


Hare, a farmer and | 


ceased; Michael E.; Ezra T., a prosperous | 


farmer of Tyler county, West Virginia; Nich- | 


olas P., a farmer of Monongalia county ; 
Abigail, died in infancy; Teressa P. D., wife 
of Thomas Martin, of this county ; and Char- 
lotte, died in infancy. 


Michael E. Fetty has followed agriculture | 


and grazing pursuits all his life, and is rightly 


regarded as one of the most progressive and | 


enterprising farmers in the county. Heis one 
who believes that there should be progress in 
methods of farming, as in all other avenues, 


occupations, and professions of life. He takes | 


great pleasure in stock-raising, and was the 
first to introduce fine-blooded stock into the 
community in which he lives. He owns a 
fine farm in Clay district, Monongalia county, 
consisting of two hundred and seventy acres 
of land, all underlaid with coal, and adjacent 
to the oil belt. 


standing of the order of Ancient Free and 


He is a member in good 


Accepted Masons, at Morgantown, and also of | 


the Junior Order of United American Me- 
In the 
Christian church, he is an active worker, and 


chanics, at Worthington, this county. 


of the principles of the republican party he is 
a firm supporter. March 15, 1870, he was 
united in marriage with Mary E., a daughter 
of William Cordray, of Clay district. The 
union has been blessed in the birth of the 
following children: Effie D., the wife of 
D. W. Michael, a farmer on the old home- 
stead; Ida B.; Herbert C.; Mina; Fida A. ; 
Teressa C.; Harry; Lula; and Bennie, died 
in infancy. 





OSEPH REED, a retired merchant, of 
Boothsville, this county, was born De- 
cember 19, 1817, near Smithfield, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, the son of Reason and 
Elizabeth (Fordyce) Reed. Joseph Reed, 
great-grandfather, was a native of Pennsylva- 
nia, and was reared in Smithfield, Fayette 
county, where he engaged in business and 
One of his 
sons, Hugh Reed, grandfather, learned the 
trade of a tailor, and located in Haydentown, 


spent the major part of his life. 


that county. He married a Miss Sommers, 
of near Shepherdstown, Maryland, and had 
three sons and one daughter : Joseph, Robert, 
Reason and Ruhanna, who married James 
Dunham. 

Reason Reed, father, was born in Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, on June 23, 1792, and 
died in Smithfield, in 1873. He learned the 
trade of a tailor with his father and followed 
it in Smithfield a number of years, when he 
purchased a farm near Smithfield, where he 
spent the remainder of his days. He entered 
the War of 1812, from Fayette county, and 
was in General Hull’s army when Detroit was 
so disgracefully and ingloriously surrendered 
to the British on August 16, 1812. He was 
a member of the Catholic church, and his 
remains now repose in the Catholic cemetery at 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania. He was twice mar- 
ried; the first union was with Elizabeth, a 
daughter of William Fordyce, of Fairchance, 
Fayette county, and one son, the subject of 
this sketch, was born to them. His second 
marriage was to Bridget Hoy and they reared 
a large family, only two of whom are living at 
the present time: John H. and Collon, of Park- 
ersburg, West Virginia. At the age of eight 
and a half years, Joseph came to Boothsville, 
Marion county, and made his home with his 
uncle, Robert Reed, who was atanner. Shortly 
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afterward he went to the state of Ohio, and 
thence back to Fayette county,where he learned 
the trade of a tanner with George H. Patterson, 
and then returned to Boothsville and rented a 
tannery of his uncle located at that place, and 
operated it in this way until 1840, when he 
purchased it and successfully operated a tan- 
ning enterprise for a number of years, when 


he purchased a large tract of timber land, and | 


for nine years followed running timber on the 


river. Later he returned to Boothsville, and 


went into the mercantile business in connection 


with tanning. These lines he followed until 
1893, when he gave up merchandizing, and 
now confines himself to tanning, but more as 
a pastime than anything else. 
always been a democrat and being a man of 
good judgment and conscientious instincts of 
character, has been called a number of times 


to the office of justice of the peace, by the | 


Mr. Reed has | 


people of his district, serving in this capacity | 


when the justices held the county courts. 


On October 22, 1840, he married Minerva, | 


a daughter of Cephas Lowe, a farmer, of what is 


now Grant district. Eleven children were born | 
to their union: Cincinnatas, deceased; Robert | 
L.,a merchant of Boothsville; Mary E., wife of | 


George F. Clelland, of Taylor county; Reason, | 


a teacher of Washington; Cephas, a farmer | 


of Lincoln district; Adaline,at home; Malinda, 
wife of C. H. Meredith, a merchant of Fair- 
mont, West Virginia; Almira, wife of James 
B. Elliott, a farmer and merchant of Meadow- 
ville, Barbour county, West Virginia; Arthur, 


a cattle-dealer of Boothsville ; Clara, wife of | 


Price Smith, a farmer, of Grant district; Joseph, 
a teacher and farmer, of Taylor county, West 
Virginia. 

When General Lafayette visited his friend 
Albert Gallatin, at New Geneva, Pennsylvania, 
on his way to Uniontown, he halted at Smith- 


| field, Fayette county. Mr. Reed, then a child, 


was among the school children drawn up in 
The 


general passed by them, shaking hands with 


line to show their respect for the patriot. 


them, and remarked: “ You are too young to 
know who I am, but will remember me in 
after life’ Mr. Reed remembers the incident 


distinctly. 








=) 


PERRY THOMPSON, a competent and 
* trustworthy civil and mining engineer, 
and a citizen of Fairmont, West Virginia, is a 
son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Floyd) Thomp- 
son, and was born in Harrison county, West 
Virginia, March 12, 1863. 
father, Samuel Thompson, was a native of 


His great-grand- 


Ireland, but when a young man emigrated to 
America. 
father of the subject of this sketch, was but 


Hugh Thompson, the great-grand- 


two years of age when brought to America. 
The family first settled near Uniontown, Fay- 
ette county, Pennsylvania, but soon afterward 
took up their abode on the Northwestern 


| turnpike, near Clarksburg, Harrison county, 


where they figured among the pioneer families 
of that county. 

Hugh Thompson followed the combined 
avocations of farming and_ tavern-keeping. 
The latter was a very considerable business in 
the days when travel and traffic were carried 
on over the old turnpikes by means of stage- 
coaches and wagons. Mr. Thompson was an 
obliging gentleman, a pleasing and popular 
entertainer; hence he soon found himself in 
possession of a large and lucrative patronage, 
and finally became one of the most prosperous 
and opulent men of that county. 

Thomas Thompson, father, was born on the 
old plantation homestead in 1827, and has 
ever resided there, engaged in the peaceful 


and tranquil pursuits of husbandry. His 
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ancestors were all old-line whigs, and he, fol- 
lowing in their footsteps, became a republican. 
He is a man of strong character and earnest 
convictions, and during the days of the rebel- 
lion was a staunch supporter of the Union. 


He married Elizabeth Floyd, by whom he > 


‘had seven children: Laura V., the wife of 
Charles O. Jackson; Hugh J., engaged in the 


cabinet-making business and the manufacture | 
of organs at Clarksburg; William K., a farmer | 


of Bridgeport, Harrison county; J. Perry 
(subject) ; Lydia J.; Edward J., and Arthur, 
who are at home with their parents. 

J. Perry Thompson received his education 
in the public schools of Clarksburg and at the 


West Virginia State University at Morgan- | 


town. He completed the English course in 
the university and directed his other studies 
with special reference to the profession of civil 
and mining engineering, in which he became 
quite proficient. He left the University in 
1887, just prior to the commencement exer- 
cises, to engage in railroad surveying under 
the employ of the West Virginia railroad 
company. He was, however, in the employ 
of this company but a short time when he 


embarked in mercantile pursuits at Mason- | 


town, Preston county, with E. M. Hartley, 
under the firm-style of Hartley and Thomp- 
son. 

He continued this business only two years, 
when he sold out on account of his de- 
clining health, and resumed civil and mining 
engineering, which, owing to the out-door 
exercise, is more congenial to his health. 
was employed with Wilkins and Davidson, 


of Pittsburg, for one year, then, in 18go, | 


located at Fairmont, where, by accurate and 
reliable work, he has established a large and 
increasing business. He is a member of 
Mountain City Lodge, No. 48, Knights of 


He | 





Pythias ; and is first regent of Fairmont Coun- ' 
cil, No. 986, Royal Arcanum. 

Mr. Thompson is a young man possessing 
a strong love for the works of nature, and has 
made considerable research and study along 
the lines of botany and geology, in which 
subjects he shows considerable proficiency. 


—_————_—- 2 ——- 


OHN M. HARR, a prosperous and enter- 
prising miller of Boothsville, Marion 


county, West Virginia, was born in Booth’s 


Creek district, Taylor county, West Virginia, 
on November 15, 1839. He is a son of Rich- 
ard and Lurana (Carpenter) Harr. 

John Harr, grandfather, a stone-cutter, was 
a native of near Palatine, Marion county. 
His union with Miss Maryfield 
resulted in the birth of seven children. 


marital 


Richard Harr, father, was born in Marion 
county, in 1808. In his early life he followed 
timbering on the Monongahela river, making 
his start in this way. He husbanded his earn- 
ings and purchased a farm, and continued to 
add to his land possessions by purchasing, as 
he became able, until he owned six hundred 
He dealt 
extensively in stock, and in 1837 moved to 
He was a republican of 


acres of good productive land. 


Taylor county. 
prominence and influence, and served several 
years as county supervisor, and six years as 
county commissioner of Taylor county. He 
married Lurana, a daughter of John Carpen- 
ter, formerly of Long Island, New York, but 
a resident and citizen of Marion county at the 
Eleven children were 
They were: Thomas 


time of the marriage. 
born to this marriage. 
F.,a farmer of the county; James M., farmer, 
also of the county, and both deceased; John 
M., subject ; Bruce, died in infancy ; Richard 
H., a farmer of Knox county, Missouri ; 
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Betty A., widow of George Davison, of 
Charlestown, West Virginia , Adaline, wife of 


Jacob Coffman, of Knox county, Missouri; | 
Clemza J., wife of Isaac C. Carter, of Booths- | 
ville; Melvina C., deceased, was the wife of | 


Van Buren Coffman, of Knox county, Mis- 
souri; and Virginia, deceased, was the wife of 
‘Sebastian Nixon, of this county. 

John M. Harr was reared on the farm, and 
followed farming until he entered the Civil 
War. He enlisted about the 15th of August, 
1862, and was drilled asa scout and served 
until December, 1862, in that capacity. At 
this date he entered company “ B,” Second 
infantry, volunteers, and served until July 15, 
1865. He was in the army of West Virginia, 
under Generals McClellan, Fremont, Siegel 
and Sheridan. Among the more important 
battles he took part in were the following: 
Second Bull Run, Antietam, Rocky Gap, 
Drupe mountain, Salem raid, Hunter’s raid, 
and a number of skirmishes. Although he 
served in some of the most hotly-contested 
battles of the war, he escaped without being 
wounded seriously. He received a slight 
wound in the ear at Drupe mountain, in an 
engagement with McNeil’s cavalry. After he 
returned from the war he taught school for a 
time, and then took up farming and lumber- 
ing, which he pursued until 1885, when he 
engaged in the milling business at Booths- 
ville, this county. ; 

He has been twice married; his first union 
was with Martha, a daughter of Richard 
Thomas, a farmer of Marion county, and who 
represented the county in the House of Del- 
egates of the State; two children were born 
to this marriage: Willie, died in boyhood, 
and Effie, wife of J. W. Boyce, of Boothsville. 
Mrs. Harr died on September 17, 1870, and 














J.,a daughter of Dennis Springer, a farmer of 
Marion county. One child, Innie, was the 
result of this union; she is now deceased. 


a 


FRANK STANHAGEN, the popular 
* and efficient auditor and paymaster of 
the Monongahela river railroad company at 
Monongah, is a son of William and Anna W. 
(Lane) Stanhagen, and was born near Balti- 
more, Maryland, May 1, 1858. His grand- 
father was Christopher Stanhagen, who was 
born in Amsterdam, Holland, in 1791. Leav- 
ing the Fatherland in 1805, to seek a home in 
the new world, he finally settled in Baltimore 
He died there in 1867, 


and his dust now mingles in peaceful repose 


county, Maryland. 


with the soil of his adopted state. A great 
portion of his life he followed his trade, black- 
smithing, but at the time of his demise and 
for several years previous, he was employed 
as manager and overseer of the large planta- 
tion of John S, Geddings, who was one of the 
most distinguished lawyers, statesmen, and 
He enlisted in Cap- 
tain Bond’s company in the War of 1812, and 


slave-owners of his day. 


served bravely and courageously throughout 
the conflict. He also bore the distinction of 
being a member of the “Old Defenders” of 
the “ Monumental City ’—all of whom are de- 
ceased except four. He was an active and 
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and in political texture, a democrat 
up to the breaking out of the Civil War, when 
he called his sons together, admitted his mis- 
take, and then and there espoused the princi- 
ples of the republican party, believing that 
only through the policy of this party could 
the union of the states be maintained and our 
flag saved from disgrace and dishonor. He 


on November 2, 1871, subject married Edith | married Margaret White, who was a very 
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pious and exemplary woman and a devoted 
wife and a loving mother. Their marriage 
resulted in the birth of eight children, five 
sons and three daughters. 

William Stanhagen, father, was born Octo- 
ber 14, 1837, near Baltimore. In early life he 
learned the machinist’s trade, which he has 
since followed. He resided at the place of his 
birth until 1869, and then located at New- 
burg, Preston county, West Virginia. This 
was his home until July, 1890, when he took 
up his residence, for a short time, in Mercer 
county, this State. His next location was 
Fairmont, and from there he went to Gaston, 


Marion county, this State, his present place | 


of abode. While at Newburg, he filled the 
position of foreman of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad shops, and is now filling the 
responsible position of master mechanic for 


the Monongahela river railroad company at | 


Gaston. 
genius, and is a skilled and proficient work- 
his trade. 
politics, and a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. His marriage with Anna 
W., a daughter of Samuel H. Lane, of Balti- 


He possesses considerable natural 


man in He is a republican in 


more county, Maryland, has been blessed by | 


the birth of seven children, five sons and two 
daughters. 

J. Frank Stanhagen was educated in the 
public schools of Baltimore City and New- 
burg, and in the Newton Academy at the 
former place. 
accepted a clerkship at Newburg, West Vir- 
ginia, which he filled five years. In 1885 he 
was appointed United States store-keeper and 
gauger. 
months, he returned to Newburg, learned 
telegraphy and followed it until 1889. On 
that date he was appointed deputy United 
States marshal for the district of West Vir- 


After filling this position seven 


Leaving school, in 1880, he | 





ginia, and served in that capacity up to Janu- 
ary 1, 1890. Then he returned to Newburg, 
resumed telegraphy in the employ of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad company, and on 
July 28, accepted the position as agent fer 
the Monongahela river railroad company at 
Monongah. Mr. Stanhagen is an affable and 
congenial gentleman, and is a careful and 
through-going business man, which is fully 
attested by his promotion to be auditor and 
paymaster of the road. Politically, he is a 
republican, and religiously, a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church. 
nently connected with the Masonic fraternity, 


He is promi- 


as a member of Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, F. 
and A. M., Orient Chapter, No. 9, R. A. M., 
Crusade Commandery, No. 6, K. T., and Osiris 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of 
Damon Lodge, No. 5, Knights of Pythias. 

On June 24, 1891, he took for his wife 
Amelia L.,a daughter of William Horchler, of 
Newburg. They are the parents of two chil- 
dren: one that died in infancy and William H. 





So 





OHN SHANKS, a highly respected citizen 
and prosperous and extensive farmer of 

near Mannington who served as a Union soldier 
in the late Civil War, is a son of Matthew and 


| Martha (Jordan) Shanks, and was born on 


Redstone creek in Fayette county, Pennsyl- 

vania, April 11, 1822. ‘ 
Matthew Shanks was a resident of Fayette 

county, Pennsylvania, until 1823, in which 


| year he removed to Morgantown, Monongalia 


county, but soon changed his residence to a 
farm on Doll’s run in the same county, where 
he remained up to 1854. In that year he re- 
moved to Mannington district, Marion county, 


where he died in 1858, aged seventy-five years, 
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He was a tanner by trade, but followed farming | 


during the larger part of his life. 


He was a | 


democrat anda member of the Church of Christ, | 
and served as a soldier in the War of 1812, | 


being in the siege of Fort Meigs. 
Martha Jordan, a daughter of Edward Jordan, 


He married | 


out in 1863 to check Jones’ Confederate raid 
of that year. Two years later he enlisted at 
Mannington on January 24, 1865, in company 
“P,” Sixth West Virginia infantry, and did 


good duty at Grafton, Wheeling and other 


| points along the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 


of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and had > 


seven children, two sons and five daughters, | 


that grew to maturity. 
John Shanks was taken by his parents 


from his Pennsylvania birth-place to Morgan- | 
town, this State, when but an infant twelve | 
months old. He was reared on Doll’s run, in | 


Monongalia county, some ten miles distant 
from Morgantown, the county seat, which was 
then as now one of the important business 
and educational centres of West Virginia. 
He attended the old subscription schools of 
half a century ago, and then engaged in farm- 
ing, which he followed near his childhood’s 
home for twelve years. In 1856, two years 
after his father’s removal to Mannington dis- 
trict, Marion county, he came into the district 
and settled near him on his present farm of 
three hundred and thirty-five acres of land, 
which lies one and a fourth miles from Mann- 
ington. John Shanks bent all his energy in 
clearing up and improving his large farm, 
which now ranks as a very valuable as well as 
a desirable piece of property, being situated 
in the centre of the Mannington oil field, and 
has one well producing and two more almost 
completed. 

He has always given his attention to farm- 
He 


is a democrat in politics anda consistent mem- 


ing and has made a success in that line. 


straightforward and honest life in every 
community where he has resided. He is 
patriotic as well as industrous and religious, 
and served in the West Virginia militia called 





in the State, until June, 1865, when he was hon- 
orably discharged from the Federal service at 
Wheeling. i 

On November 20, 1845, Mr. Shanks mar- 
ried Eliza Barrickman, a daughter of Peter 
Barrickman, and to their union were born two 
children: Elma, born September 6, 1846, and 
married Peter L. Yost, who is in the employ 
of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad com- 
pany; and Martha, born October 4, 1847, 
wedded James Cunningham, a farmer of Lewis 
county. Mrs. Shanks died October 14, 1847, 
aged twenty-four years, and on August 13, 
1848, Mr. Shanks wedded Elizabeth Sine, a 
daughter of Moses Sine, of Monongalia county. 
By his second marriage Mr. Shanks has seven 
children: Minerva, born July 1, 1849, married 
David McDiffett, and died June 13, 1886; 
Eliza, born December 26, 1851, and wedded 


| M.N. Yost, now employed by the South Penn 


Oil company; Moses L., born November 29, 
1853, married Ella Byard, and is a carpenter; 


| E. J., a farmer, who wedded Kate Linville; 


Simon, born March 24, 1857, a farmer of 
Somerset county, Pennsylvania, who married 
Mattie Kemp, and after her death, Mary 


| Weimer; W.C., born April 7, 1859, a car- 


penter, who wedded Kate Thompson, and 
after her death, Mary E. Sine; and J. Lind- 


say, a teacher and farmer, married Emma 
_ ber of the Church of Christ, and has lived a | 


Waychoff, who died May 24, 1894. 

The Shanks are of German descent and 
have always been noted as industrious and 
thrifty people. 
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F. HAMILTON, a reliable and trust- | 


successful farmer of Mannington district, is 
a son of James C. and Sarah (Kefouver) 


Hamilton, and was born in Springhill town- | 
ship, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, November 


16;"1S8 27. 
His paternal grandfather was Dr. James 


Hamilton, who, for many years, was engaged | 
in the practice of medicine at Laurel Hill, | 


Preston county, Virginia (now West Virginia). 
He married, and had nine children, four sons 
and five daughters. One of these sons, James 
C. Hamilton, father, 
county, June 3, 1806, and was reared there to 


was born in Preston 


the age of twenty, when he located in Spring- 
hill township, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
where he resided until 1848. At the expira- 
tion of that time he removed to near Fairmont, 
Marion county, West Virginia, and in 1852 
he located upon “Old Camp” run, in Man- 
nington district, where he has resided ever 
since. He has been engaged in agricultural 
pursuits all his life, and owns a farm of one 
hundred and six acres in a good state of cul- 
Politically, he affiliates with the 
democratic party, in whose affairs he takes an 


tivation. 


intelligent interest, but has never filled or as- 
pired to any office. Religiously, he is identi- 
fied with the Methodist Episcopal church, in 


which he is a zealous and a faithful worker, | 


_and is now one of the trustees of the church. 
On February 19, 1829, he married Sarah, a 
daughter of Jacob Kefouver, of Fayette 
county. Mrs. Hamilton was born in May, 
1804, and died July 18, 1888. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton were the parents of three children: 
A. F., subject; Mary is the wife of Marriman 


Price, who is a farmer of Mannington district ; 


and Calvin, who married Hannah Campbell, 
also a farmer of Mannington district. 


worthy citizen and a progressive and | 





A. F. Hamilton obtained his education in 
the public schools of Fayette, his native 


' county, and in the subscription schools of 


Marion county. After attaining his majority, 
he learned carpentering, which he pursued 
successfully about fifteen years, when he, in 
conjunction with this, engaged in the mill- 
wright trade, making the latter his principal 
business. A skillful and energetic mechanic, 
he continued successfully until 1881, when he 
moved on his valuable farm, situated upon the 
Clay Lick fork of Buffalo creek, in Manning- 
ton district, and upon which he has resided 
ever since. Here he erected new buildings 
and made many improvements, making it one 
of the most desirable properties in the county. 
In his early life he was a democrat, but in the 
fall of 1860 when the Union was threatened 
with dismemberment, he cast his vote for 
Stephen A. Douglas, a loyal democrat, and 
from that time hence has been a stanch 
In 1870 he was elected a member 
of the board of supervisors, which then con- 
stituted the County Court, and filled this office 
Religiously, he is a 


republican. 


acceptably two terms. 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and has filled all the offices in that church 
organization. 

May 21, 1856, Mr. Hamilton and Miss Ele- 
anor, a daughter of Francis Shaver, were 
united in marriage, and to their union have 
been born three children: Ulysses Benton, 
deceased; Mary Laurena, who became the 
wife of Jasper N. Glover, a farmer of Tyler 
county, this State, and James Arthur, who is 
at home with his parents. 

Imbued with loyal sentiments, Mr. Hamil- 
ton, in response to President Lincoln’s second 
call for volunteers, enlisted in the Federal 
army. He enlisted August 20, 1862, in com- 


pany “H,” Fourteenth West Virginia volunteer 
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infantry, and served until June 27, 1865, when | of sergeant, having been promoted from cor- 


he was honorably discharged from the service | 


at Wheeling, this State. 
attached to what was known as the eighth 


His company was 


army corps, commanded successively by Gen- 
erals Crook, Hunter and Sheridan, and partici- 
pated in twenty-two regularengagements and a 
The battles in which he 
May 9, 
1864; New River Bridge, May 10; Montgom- 
ery county, May 12; Lexington, June 13; 
Lynchburg, June 17 and 18; Bunker’s Hill, 
July 19; Carter’s farm, July 20; Kearns- 
town, July 23; Winchester, July 24; Martins- 
burg, July 25; Halltown, August 24 and 26; 


number of skirmishes. 
was engaged are: Cloyd Mountain, 


Berryville, September 3; Opequan and Win- 
chester, September 19; Fisher’s Hill, Septem- 
ber 22; Strausburg, October 13, and Cedar 
Creek, October 19. Mr. Hamilton is a member 
of Meade Post, No, 6, Grand Army of the Re- 
public, at Fairmont, and of Rymer Council, 
No. 118, Junior Order of the United American 
Mechanics. 





o_——— 


IDNEY W. SATTERFIELD, who served 

as a Union officer in the late Civil War, 

and is now one of the prosperous farmers 
and well-respected citizens of Marion county, 
is a son of Squire Nimrod and Eliza Ann 
(Layman) Satterfield, and was born in what is 
now Union district, Marion county, West 
Virginia, April 26, 1841.. He grew to manhood 
on the farm, received a good, practical, business 


education, and enlisted on August 13, 1861,in | 


company “A,” Sixth West Virginia infantry, 
whose chief business was scouting. He was 
in the battle of Cedar Creek, participated in 
the,fight at Moorefield, and took part in several 
severe skirmishes. He was honorably dis- 
charged from the Federal service at Wheeling, 
West Virginia, on June 11,1865, with the rank 
2—9 








poral, to which he had been appointed shortly 
after enlistment. 

Returning from the army, he resumed agri- 
cultural pursuits, and has been engaged in 
farming ever since. In addition to operating 
a valuable farm, he has dealt largely in coal- 
lands, and has had an interest in a lumbering 
enterprise. He has never lost his interest in 
military affairs, and when the Garrett Rifle 
company was raised, he accepted the first 
Mr. Satter- 


field is a republican in political opinion, and 


lieutenancy of that organization. 


was the assessor of his district for four 
years. He is a member of Lodge No. 449 
Knights of Honor, and a member and past 
officer of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
He is reliable and energetic, and has succeeded 
His 
farm is near Rivesville, and in a prosperous 


well in all of his business enterprises. 


community. 

On March 24, 1864, Mr. Satterfield married 
Mary Frances Black, who was a daughter of 
William Black, a hatter of Fairmont; she died 
March 20, 1880, leaving two children: 
Elisworth, now dead, and William, 
engaged in the butchering business at Rives- 
ville. After Mrs. Satterfield’s death, Mr. Sat- 
terfield, on October 14, 1880, married Ida M. 
Ensminger, a daughter of Meredith Ensminger, 


Henry 
who is 


formerly of Williamsport, Maryland. By his 
second marriage Mr. Satterfield has two chil- 
dren: Henry Custer and Sidney Clay. 

The Satterfield family is of Scotch descent, 
and Benjamin Satterfield, the great-grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch, was a native of 
Louden county, Virginia,and became an early 
settler of Marion county, where he purchased 
a farm near the site of Rivesville. He mar- 
ried, and his son, Squire Nimrod Satterfield 


(father), was born in 1819, and died in Sep- 
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tember, 1874. He was a cooper and farmer, | is now Lincoln district, Marion county, where 


but during the latter part of his life was en- 
tirely engaged in farming near Rivesville, 
He 


was a whig and a republican in politics, and 


where he had purchased a good farm. 


being a man of good judgment was elected | 


justice of the peace, which office he held for 
fifteen or sixteen years. In 1840 he married 
Eliza Ann Layman, a native of Pennsylvania 
and a resident of Marion county. They reared 
a family of five sons and one daughter: Lieu- 
tenant Sidney W., Columbus F.,a farmer of 


Paw Paw district, who enlisted August 13, 


1861, in company “A,” Sixth West Virginia | 
infantry, in which he served until the close of | 


the war, and participated in the battle of New 
Creek, and numerous skirmishes; Melissa 
Jane, who married Thornton Devault, a mer- 
chant of Monongalia county, and now dead; 


Aaron C., died in childhood; Professor James 


M., of Fairmont, a minister of the Methodist | 


Episcopal church; and Jonathan M., now de- 


ceased. 
——o 





ILSON NAY, a descendant of one of the 

old pioneer families of Marion county, 

and a man whose active business career has 
been honest, honorable and successful, isa son 
of Rev. Oliver and Triphena (Teterick) Nay, 
and was born near Worthington, Harrison 





he, as a pioneer settled when the woods were 
full of hostile and bloodthirsty Indians. He 
patented between five and six thousand acres 
of land and he and his son Oliver subsequently 
purchased a one-thousand acre tract, in what 
is called ‘“ Whetstone,” for two hundred dol- 
lars and a windmill. His land was largely 
in what is now known as the best oil terri- 
tory of the State 
brave man and fought in many of the hardest 


He was a stout, hardy, 
battles of the Revolutionary War. He was 
a whig and a Methodist, and died in 1838, 
at the remarkably advanced age of one 
hundred and four years. He married and 
reared a family of foursons and four daughters. 


His son, Rev. Oliver Nay, was the father of 


| the subject of this sketch, and first saw the 


light in 1803. Oliver Nay left the home- 
stead farm in 1835 and came into Man- 
nington district, where he died on Dent's 
run December, 1850, and his last mortal re- 
mains were borne to the grave on Christmas 
day. He was a farmer, owned a thousand 
acres of land on Dent’s run and hada one 
hundred and forty-eight acre tract where West 
Mannington now stands and built there the 
Buffalo flouring mill, which has been twice 


burned and re-built. He was a democrat and 


a local minister of the Methodist Episcopal 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia), Sep- | 
| ministers and missionaries traveling in western 


tember 28, 1829. His paternal grandfather, 


John Nay, was a descendant of the celebrated | 


General Ney, of France, and came, prior to the | 


folk, Virginia. 
ton and served in his army for seven years, be- 
ing at Valley Forge and the siege of York- 
town. He suffered all the trials and hardships 
of the Revolution, and after the close of that 
great struggle came to Teterick’s ridge in what 


Revolutionary War, from that country to Nor- | Oliver 


He enlisted under Washing- | 


church, and his house was the home of all 


He lived an honest, upright life and 
Rev. 
Nay married Triphena Teterick, a 


Virginia. 
was known as a Christian gentleman. 


daughter of Joseph Teterick and a member of 
the pioneer Teterick family of Marion county. 
She died May 28, 1889, aged 
years. They had thirteen children, of whom 
six sons and five daughters grew to maturity. 

Wilson Nay was reared in Lincoln and 
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Mannington districts, to the latter of which his 
parents removed when he was six years of 


age. He received his education in the ordi- 


nary schools of his county, and followed farm- | 


ing on Dent’s run up to 1856, when he removed 
to Mannington, where he resided six years: 
He then enlisted in Governor Pierpont’s Provis- 
ional guards and served for some length of time. 
He also served in Captain James H. Furbee’s 
militia company at the time of Jones’ raid. 
After the close of the war he bought a farm 
above Mannington, which he tilled until 1869 
and in that year went to near Fort Scott, in 
Miamia county, southern Kansas, where he 
then . to 
Marion county, he purchased his present farm 


remained one year. Returning 
of eighty-five acres, one mile north-west of 
Mannington, and has resided there ever since. 
He also owns six hundred and eighteen acres 
of land in Wetzel county, where he and Sena- 
tor James H. Furbee were engaged from 1870 
to 1881, in the wholesale lumber business un- 
der the firm title of Furbee and Nay. From 
1881 to 1892 Mr. Nay continued in the lum- 
ber business by himself and then retired from 
lumbering. He owned the Buffalo flouring 
mill for several years, during which time he 
also operated two other milis. He is astanch 
republican and an active Methodist. Heisa 
member of Mannington Lodge, No. 31, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and Orient Chapter, 
No. 9, Royal Arch Masons. Mr. Nay has 
ever been active in business affairs, and stands 
high as a man, a citizen and a neighbor. 

On April 10, 1856, Wilson Nay was united 
in marriage with Hannah B. Dragoo, a daugh- 
ter of Ephraim Dragoo, of near Barnesville, 
Marion county. They have five children: 
Marcellus W., a farmer and lumberman; Lou 
D., wife of W. B. Charlton, a shoe manufac- 
turer of Mannington; and Anna L., William 











U., a farmer; and Charles L., a medical stu- 
dent attended the Western Pennsylvania Medi- 
cal College at Pittsburg, and graduated in 
1891, from Washington and Jefferson College, 
Mrs. 
Wilson Nay is a daughter of Ephraim Dragoo 


taking the second honors of his class. 


and a granddaughter of John Dragoo, whose 
wife, Elizabeth Dragoo, was once captured by 
Indians and whose captivity is fully described 
in Withers’ “ Chronicles of Border Warfare.” 
John Dragoo was a native of France and set- 
tled on a farm near Fairmont, where he died 
He 
father, 
Enoch Straight, was a native of Scotland and 


about 1839, at eighty-nine years of age. 
married Elizabeth Straight, whose 
pioneer settler on Finches’ run. Ephraim 
Dragoo, his son, and the father of Mrs. Nay, 
was born June 13, 1782, and followed carpen- 
He natural 
mechanic, and died April 21, 1838. On April 
11, 1805, he married Elizabeth Ballah, who 
was born October 12, 1782, and died October 
20, 1852. Their children were: Mary, Anna, 
John, Elizabeth, Levina, Evalina, Eliad, Louisa 


and Mrs. Wilson Nay, three of whom are still 


tering and farming. was a 


living. The parents of Mrs. Nay’s mother 
were Enoch and Catherine Williams, who 
came from Scotland about 1720, and settled in 
Monongalia county, West Virginia, near the 
present site of Morgantown, where two sons 
and three daughters were born to them, one 
of whom was Mrs. Nay’s mother. 


—_—_——_——— 2 ___— 


AJOR JAMES B. MARR, a Union 
M officer in the late Civil War, and a 
liberal, enterprising, progressive business man, 
of Mannington, who is justly deserving the 
success which has attended his efforts, is a 
son of William and Elizabeth (McMichael) 
Marr, and was born in Wilmington, the me- 
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tropolis of the state of Delaware, August 31, 
1836. William Marr was of English parent- 
age, and came in early life from London, 
England, to Wilmington, Delaware, which he 
made his home until his death, which occurred 
July 8, 1875, at the age of sixty-four years 
and ten months, from a stroke of paralysis, 
near Huntingdon, Pennsylvania; while on 
board a railway train bound for Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He passed his useful days as 
a sailor, but after coming to Wilmington 
became a pioneer there in the manufacture of 
morocco leather, originating the firm of Marr 
and Scott, who afterwards associated with 
them Israel Puzy, under the firm-style of 
Puzy, Marr and Scott, manufacturers and 
dealers in the finest grades of morocco leather. 
In 1849 Mr. Marr withdrew from the firm and 
went out as one of the “ forty-niners ” to the 
gold fields of California, whose business op- 
portunities were not of the character that it 
was supposed that they would be, and after a 
few years spent on the Pacific coast, made 
a trip to China and Japan, in whose strange 
and flowery regions he remained until 1863. 
In that year he left those oriental lands and 
returned to Wilmington, Delaware, where he 
was again engaged in the morocco leather 
At the end of that 
time, in 1866, he came to Mannington, Marion 


business for three years. 


county, and embarked in the stave business, 
which he pursued steadily up to the time of 
his death. 
part of the time at Mannington, but he made 
Wilmington, Delaware, his permanent place 
of abode. William Marr was a man of good 
business qualifications, and on January 8, 
1835, he wedded Elizabeth McMichael, who 
bore him seven children, of whom four sons 
and one daughter grew to maturity. 

Major Marr was reared in his native city, 
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His business interests kept him | 











received his education in the Wilmington 
public schools, and commenced life for him- 
self as a member of the firm of Marr, Baker 
and company, manufacturers and dealers in 
morocco leather. Two years later, in 1868, he 
withdrew from the firm and came to Manning- 
ton, where he embarked, with his father, in the 
stave business, under the firm-name of Marr 
and company. This firm continued success- 
fully for about ten years. During this time, 
in 1872, he became associated with H. H. 
Free and J. S. Robinson, in the planing-mill 
business, under the firm-name of Free, Rob- 
inson, Marr and company. Passing through 
the panic which was precipitated by the failure 
of J. Cooke and company, in 1873, and which 
prostrated business in every form throughout 
the United States, this firm by the energy and 
thrift of its members held out until 1877, 
when it, along with many of the most sub- 
stantial firms of the country, was compelled 
to close its doors. Not discouraged by fail- 
ure, Major Marr set to work, and two years 
later, in 1879, engaged with E. F. Philips 
in the steam saw-mill business, which they 
followed, in Marion and Wetzel counties, up 
to 1890, when Mr. Philips became sole pro- 
One year after this, Mr. Marr, in 


connection with his son, William F., opened 


prietor. 


their present large furniture and undertaking 
establishment at Mannington, under the firm- 
name of Marr and company. They carry a 
stock of nearly $3000 worth of goods, and 
receive a liberal and substantial patronage. 
They have a large and complete assortment 


| of all kinds of furniture, from the plain and 


inexpensive up to the finest and most costly, 
and all in the prevailing styles of the day. 
Their undertaking department is complete in 
all its appointments, and the best of caskets 


and finest of funeral goods are handled. Mr. 
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Marr is arepublican politically, and has served 
five terms as mayor of his borough. Heisa 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
in which he has served as a trustee and Sun- 
day-school superintendent, and has held mem- 
bership for several years in Mannington Lodge» 
No. 31, Free and Accepted Masons, and Hope 
Lodge, No. 21, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, of Wilmington, Delaware. During 
the late Civil War Mr. Marr’s patriotism was 
of that kind that feared not the dangers of 
the battlefield. In 1861 he recruited company 
“B,” Third Delaware volunteer infantry, and 
was commissioned as captain of his company. 
He was engaged in a number of skirmishes, 
and for coolness and bravery at the battle of 
Antietam was promoted to major of his regi- 
ment. He served as major until the latter 
part of 1863, when he resigned, as his busi- 
ness affairs were in such a shape as to demand 
his personal supervision. Mr. Marr’s present 
business enterprise is one of the more recent 
additions to the commercial activity of Man- 


nington,and he has already by his enterprising, 


progressive business methods, established a | 


reputation for his furniture and undertaking 
goods which places them in competition 
second to none in the county. Ever since 
the establishment of his house it has grown 
in prosperity, and has received a liberal patron- 
age whose proportions are daily increasing. 
On March 1, 1859, Mr. Marr wedded Julia 
Watson, a daughter of Frederick Watson, of 
Wilmington, Delaware. They have seven 
children, five sons and two daughters: Wil- 
liam F., a member of the furniture and under- 
taking firm of Marr and company; Evan W., 
a painter, who married Alice Hess; Elizabeth, 
wife of William H. Martin, a painter, of Pitts- 
burg; Julia L., wife of Charles L. Story, a 


printer, of Wheeling; James B., Jr., who is 





engaged in business at Mannington, and John 
B., who is still at home with his parents. 

Mr. James B. Marr is a man whose abilities 
are recognized and appreciated, and one who 
has established an honorable name among his 


fellow-men. 
o-__- 





OHN J. MARTIN, a prominent merchant 
of Marion county, and a descendant of 
an old family of the same, is a son of John H. 
and Nancy (Everly) Martin, and was born in 
what is now Lincoln district, Marion county, 
May 20, 1832. 
The Martin family, of which our subject is 
a member, is among the pioneer families of 
Marion county. George Martin, the grand- 
father of John J., was a native of Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, but emigrated at an 
early day, and settled on Buffalo creek. He 
married a Miss Hoard, of Greene county, and 
had two children: John H. and Elizabeth 
B., widow of Jesse B. Martin, of near Farm- 
ington, this county. John H. Martin (father), 
a soldier in the War of 1812, was born in 
Greene county, Pennsylvania, in 1789, and 
died in 1861, near Farmington. His life 
work was that of an agriculturist, excepting 
afew years after he returned from the war, 
during which he taught school. In his politi- 


| cal adherence he was a democrat of the faith of 


Jackson and Jefferson, and for over fifty years 
was an ardent and consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

He married Nancy, a daughter of Simon 
Everly, a farmer of the Crooked run neigh- 
borhood, this county. Their union 
blessed in the birth of fourteen children: 
Evans H_,, died in early manhood; Charles P., 
deceased; George P., Malinda, deceased, was 
the wife of John A. Richardson; Elizabeth B., 
was the wife of Marcus Millan; William, 
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Rachel H., wife of D. S. Martin, a farmer of | 


this county; Reason J.,a farmer anda resi- 
dent of the county; John J. (subject); Jesse 
V., deceased; James D., died in infancy; 
Nancy M., wife of Eber Downs, a farmer of 
Lincoln district, this county; Marietho S., de- 
ceased; James DeCabb, died in childhood, 
and another who died in infancy. | 

After attending the common schools for a 
time, he, at the age of eighteen years, was 
indentured to learn the trade of a tanner. 
followed his trade for a number of years, run- 
ning a tannery at Hoodsville, Marion county, 
In 1866, he en- 
gaged in the mercantile business at Hoods- 


for a term of twelve years. 


ville for one year, and with the exception of 
one year was continuously in that line fora 
period of nine years. In 1875, he embarked 
in the mercantile business at Barrackville, 
and has continued there in that line of busi- 
He has 
a large store well filled with general merchan- 
dise. 
has valuable landed interests adjacent to Bar- 


ness, off and on, to the present time. 
Aside from his mercantile interests, he 
rackville. He owns one hundred acres of 
land, underlaid with valuable coking coal: 
and in close proximity to the Mannington oil 
field. 

The democratic party is his political affin- 
ity, and he has served in the political capacity 
of postmaster at Hoodsville and at Barrack- 
ville. 

He has been married three times. His first 
union was on January 1855, with Maria 
H.,a daughter of Benjamin T. Snyder, and 
resulted in the birth of five children: Benja- 
min M., Jesse Lee, died in childhood; Reason 


22 


“ey, 


-~ 


ceased; Thomas M., a farmer. Mrs. Maria 
Martin died August 6, 1875, and on Novem- 
ber 25, 1875, he married as his second wife 


He | 


C., a farmer of Lincoln district ; Lousetta, de- | 








Nancy M., a daughter of John Freeland, and 
to this marriage were born four children: 
Louretta, John H., Charles R., and Willie 
Clark, all at home. Mrs. Nancy M. Martin 
died November 23, 1891, and on July 7, 1892, 
Mr. Martin married Mrs. Eunice A. Barn- 
house. 

At the age of fourteen Mr. Martin was 
converted, and joined the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, with which church he remained 
until the close of the Civil War. He then 
transferred his membership to the M. E. 
church, South. For twenty-five years he was 
a class-leader, and has served the last-named 
church as Sunday-school superintendent and 
steward. 





S 





| Bye ak FLEMING, non-commissioned 

Union officer of the late Civil War and a 
contractor and builder of Monongah, is a son 
of Henry and Phcebe (Hayes) Fleming, and 
was born in Fairmont district, Marion county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), April 10, 1830. 
Alexander Fleming, the grandfather of Darius 
Fleming, was a son of Boaz Fleming, one of 
the early settlers of Marion county. Alexan- 
der Fleming married Mary Fleming, and 
owned at one time a farm on which a part of 
Fairmont was laid out in later years. He was 
a very successful farmer for his day. His 
children were: James, a farmer living near 
Fairmont; William, a shoemaker and farmer ; 
Zadoc, a shoemaker, of Fairmont; Andrew, a 
carpenter and cabinetmaker; Joshua, who 
went to one of the western states, where he 
died; George, who died in early manhood» 
Joab, weaver by trade; Henry, father of the 
subject; Nancy, married John Fleming, on 
whose farm Johnstown now stands; Rachel 
wife of Richard Pattison, a gunsmith, of near 
Fairmont, and Sallie, who married John Cona 
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way, a neighboring farmer’s son. Henry Flem- 
ing was born on the old Boaz Fleming home- 
stead, near Fairmont, in 1802, and lived to be 
seventy-two years of age, dying in 1874. He 


owned a farm of one hundred acres of land, | 


which was about three miles from Fairmont, 
then known as Middletown. 


cess in his farming operations, was an old-time | 
democrat, and married Phcebe Hayes, who | 


was a daughter of Henry Hayes, whose pater- 
nal ancestors were early settlers in Fairmont 
district. 
1802, and passed away in 1890, at eighty-eight 
years of age. To Henry and Phcebe Fleming 


Mrs. Phcebe Fleming was born in 


were born ten children: Enoch, a farmer in 
Ritchie county; Caroline, married Lemuel 
Jones, of Washington, Pennsylvania; Darius, 


subject of this sketch; Mary and Josiah and | 
James, who all died in infancy; Harriet, mar- | 


ried Benjamin Clawson and went west ; Calvin, 
a carpenter; Festus R., and Laura, who be- 


came the wife of Frank Miller, a farmer, of | 


Ritchie county, this State. Of these children, 
Darius, Festus and Laura are living. 


Darius Fleming was reared on his father’s | 
farm and at eighteen years of age became an | 
apprentice to Lemuel Jones to learn the trade | 


of carpentering. At the close of his appren- 
ticeship he commenced life for himself as a 


carpenter. He has followed carpentering 


during the greater part of his life, and has | 
been largely engaged in contracting and house- | 


building in Marion, Taylor and Harrison coun- 


ties. Mr. Fleming has also given some atten- 


tion to farming, and still has and cultivates | 


forty-five acres of his old farm, the remainder 
of which he sold off in lots that are now 
included in the borough boundaries of Mo- 
nongah. 

On March 20, 1850, Darius Fleming mar- 
ried Mary Chamberlain, daughter of Josiah 


He had fair suc- | 





| Chamberlain, an extensive farmer. To their 
"union have been born six children: Sarah Caro- 
line, died in infancy; Elizabeth May, married 
| Ezra Cochran, and removed to Delaware 
county, Indiana, where she died in 1892; Mary 
_ Emma; Florence Reed, wedded Frank Graves 
and died in 1891 ; Hannah Trophina, married 
Daniel T. Fleming, a farmer of Fairmont, and 
George, a carpenter at Monongah. 

Darius Fleming enlisted on April 6, 1865, 
in company “ E,” Seventh West Virginia in- 
fantry, and was appointed as second sergeant. 
| He served to the close of the war and was 
| honorably discharged from the Federal ser- 
| vice on July g, 1865, at Munson’s Hill, Vir- 
| ginia. Mr. Fleming isa republican in political 
opinion, and has always been interested in the 
prosperity of his community. 

The history of the Fleming family is an in- 
teresting one and a further account of it will 
be found in a sketch entitled the ‘‘ Fleming 


Family,” which appears elsewhere in this work. 


OSHUA McELFRESH, who discharged 
well all the duties of life that devolved 
upon him, and whose death was sincerely 





_ mourned by those who knew him, was a son 
| of Joshua and Elizabeth (Fryer) McElfresh, 
and was born in Fayette county, Pennsyl- 


vania, May 4, 1804. He was reared in his 
native county, received a practical business 
| education in the old subscription schools of 
his day, and learned the trade of blacksmith, 
which he partly followed during his active 
He came to Marion county 


years of life. 
| February 28, 1829, and purchased a farm of 
| fifty-one acres near Houltown, at which vil- 
He 
farming and blacksmithing until his death, 
which occurred October 1, 1883, when he 


lage his widow now resides. followed 
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was in the eightieth year of his age. Mr. Mc- 
Elfresh was a devoted member of the Metho- 


dist Episcopal church, in which he served for | 
several years as a steward, class-leader and 


Sunday-school superintendent. He 


for a number of years as a first lieutenant in | 


the state militia, and, in political affairs, sup- 
ported the democratic party. Life was earn- 


est, life was real, with Joshua McElfresh, and | 
he lived for a purpose and to be useful. When | 


his final summons came he was _ prepared. 
His remains sleep in the Hoult cemetery, 
but his memory will be cherished long in the 
hearts of many, to whom he was endeared by 
kind words, loving deeds and valuable coun- 
sels. 

On October 14, 1829, Mr. McElfresh was 
united in marriage with Eleanor Hoult. Their 
children were: Sophia Jane, now dead, who 
married James Housten; Rebecca Ann, who 


married Elias McDonald, and, after his death, | 


wedded Job H. Prickett; Nancy A., deceased; 


Thomas T., a farmer of Winfield district; | 
Elizabeth E., wife of Riley F. McKinney, of | 


Palatine; Mary C.; George W., a miller at 
Winfield ; James E., Joshua F. and Melissa F., 
who are dead. 
granddaughter of John Hoult, who came 
from Maryland, and afterwards removed to 
Marion county, where he followed farming 
and coopering. John Hoult married Eliza- 
beth Shirtliff, and reared a family of six sons 
and two daughters. One of the sons, Raphael, 
was a wheelwright. He was a Methodist, 
Their children 

Mary Statts, 


and married Ann MHutson. 


were: Elizabeth, John, Mrs. 


Joseph, Jeriah, Eli, Mrs. Nancy Hawkins, Mrs. | 
McElfresh, | 
Of these children, but | 
two are living: Mrs. Roanna Baker and Mrs. | 


Mrs. 
Sophia and Thomas. 


Roanna_ Baker, Eleanor 


Eleanor McElfresh. 


served | 


Mrs. Eleanor McElfresh is a | 





PTLFRED S. PRICHARD, a successful 
farmer of near Hoodsville, and a worthy 
representative of an old and highly respected 
family of Marion county, is a son of Thomas 
and Mahala (Morris) Prichard, and was born 
in Paw Paw district, Marion county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), March 21, 1849. The 
Prichards are of Welsh descent, and William 
Prichard, the paterrial grandfather of Alfred 
Prichard, was a native of Louden county, 
Virginia, where he was residing when he 
had his celebrated adventure with a savage 
Maryland panther, which had attacked his 


| hogs, and which terrible creature he suc- 


ceeded in killing, although unarmed. William 
Prichard, of whom an account appears in other 
sketches of members of the Prichard family in 
this volume, came to Marion county in 1814. 
He was a Methodist, and married Hannah 
Meredith, by whom he had ten children, six 
sons and four daughters: Mrs. Amy Clayton, 
Thomas, a farmer; Davis, who was a miller; 
John, now a farmer in Kansas; William, who 
was a Montana farmer; Absalom, a farmer; 
Mrs. Rachel Cotton ; Hon. Alpheus, who was 
a farmer and lumber dealer; Mrs. Mary Ann 
Parrish; and Amos N.,a large coal and oil 
operator. Thomas Prichard, father, was born 
in Allegheny county, Maryland, February 14, 
1808, and owned a farm of three hundred 
acres of land on Chink’s run, near Hoodsville, 
on which he resided until his death, which 
occurred September 18, 1891. 
gaged to some extent in stock-dealing. He 


He was en- 


was a Methodist and a democrat, and served 
as steward of his church for several years, and 
was supervisor for the poor of his district, for 
one term. On February 14, 1830, he married 
Mahala Morris, a daughter of Richard Morris, 
and who is now in her eighty-sixth year, 
being born December 4, 1809. To Thomas 
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and Mahala Prichard were born thirteen chil- 
dren: Ezekiel, dead; Hannah, wife of John 


Hibbs; Susanna, widow of A. C. Boggess, | 





; 
| 


of Iowa; Millie, wife of William Ridgeway ; | 


Richard, who is a civil engineer; Sisson M., 
wife of J. M. Danley, of Kansas ; Malissa, mar- 


ried G. L. Cunningham, of Zanesville, Ohio; | 


Elizabeth M., deceased; Carolina, wife of W. 
H. Neptune, a farmer; Elvira M., wife of G. 
L. Straight, who is engaged in farming; 


Alfred S., subject; M. V., married C. E. Mc- 


.Cray, a saddler and merchant of Fairmont; 


Thomas F., now dead. 


Alfred S. Prichard was reared on the home | 
-farm, where he has always resided, and which 


he owned until recently. He received his 
education in the last of the old and the first of 
the free schools, and has always followed 
farming as a life vocation, excepting three 
In addi- 
tion to farming, he deals to some extent in 


years spent in the tanning business. 


live-stock, and has been intérested of late 
years in coal lands. In politics, he supports 
the Jeffersonian principles of the democratic 
party, and is now serving as deputy assessor 
of the western district, Marion county. In 
religious belief and church membership, Mr. 
Prichard is a southern Methodist. He is a 
member of Mountain City Lodge, No. 48, 
Knights of Pythias. 


useful citizens and successful business men of 


He ranks among the 


his district, and has lived a straightforward 
life. 

On January 8, 1878, Mr. Prichard wedded 
Sarah E. Cunningham, a daughter of E. F. 


Cunningham, a farmer of Paw Paw district. | 
| Jemima A.; Hartman; Juliet Smith; Eliza- 


To this union have been born six children, 
four sons and two daughters : John G., Dorcas 
M., T. F. W., Franklin A., A. S. (dead), and 
Nellie F. 





OSIAH W. PRICKETT, one of the com- 
fortably situated farmers of Lincoln dis- 

trict, Marion county, and a descendant of one 
of the oldest families of northern West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of Richard and Elizabeth 
(Jolliffe) Prickett, and was born near Prickett's 
Fort, in Winfield district, Marion county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), August 31, 1826. 
The Prickett family came from the state of 
Delaware during the latter part of the seven- 
teenth century to western Virginia, and were 
among the pioneer settlers of Marion county. 
They located across the river from the old 
David Morgan homestead and it was after 
them that Prickett’s Fort, which played an 
important part in the border warfare, was 
named. They were two brothers, Josiah, who 
took up a large tract of land, and Jacob, 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, who 
was at that time not old enough to take up 
land. Jacob became a farmer and distiller, 
and finally owned a large farm. te married 
and reared a large family of industrious and 
well-to-do sons and daughters. One of the 
sons, Richard Prickett (father), was born near 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, where his parents 


resided for a few years. He became a farmer, 


| and at the time of his death, in 1867, owned a 


fine farm of five hundred acres of land in Win- 
field district. 
for his day, and lived to be eighty-five years 
of age. He wedded Elizabeth Jolliffe, a daugh- 
ter of John Jolliffe, a near neighbor and to their 


He was a very careful farmer 


union were born eleven children, six sons and 
five daughters: John T.; Jacob James; John 
H.; Josiah W. (subject); Raphael; Ellen ; 


beth Merrill, and Mary Morgan. Of these 
children but five are living: John T., Jacob 
James, Josiah W., and Raphael, all of whom 
are prosperous farmers of Winfield district. 
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Josiah W. Prickett was reared on the farm, | 
where he was carefully trained to all kinds of | 
agricultural pursuits. He received his educa- | 


tion in the old pay and subscription schools 


of his district, and then engaged in farming, 
which was then the main employment of all 
who lived in the country, as it was thinly | 
settled and but little improved or developed: 
He has made farming and grazing his life 
work, and has spent the latter part of his life 
in Winfield district, where he purchased a 
farm one mile above Rivesville in 1878. Nine | 
years later, in the month of April, he came to | 
his present farm, nearly four miles above 
Rivesville. Mr. Prickett owns two farms in 
his district, one of fifty-five acres and the 
other containing eighty-one acres, and both 
heavily underlaid with the West Virginia coal. 

On October 13, 1850, Josiah W. Prickett 
was united in marriage with Annie Hawkins, 
who was a daughter of William Hawkins, a 
farmer of Lincoln district. She was a con- 
sistent member of the Methodist Protestant 
church, and passed away in 1876, when in the 
forty-fourth year of herage. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Prickett were born eight children: Lavina 
Ellen, who married Ezra Harkwell, and is 
dead; William, deceased; Nancy, Alson and 
Lee, who are dead; James D., a farmer in 
Lincoln district; Henry Franklin, engaged in 
farming, and May, at home. 

Mr. Prickett is a democrat in political senti- | 


ment, and has always supported the principles 
of his party. He is a member of the Methodist 
Protestant church, with which he united many | 


years ago. As a neighbor, a friend, and a 
citizen, he stands well with all who know him. 
He has acquired a comfortable competency 
by years of honest and patient toil, and is now 


well situated to enjoy the comforts of life. 





RANK ROSS STEWART, a prominent 
business man of Mannington, and one 


_ of the highest Masons in the United States, 


and a descendant of the beautiful and cele- 
brated Mary, Queen of Scots, is a son of 
Rev. Huston and Rachel E. (Ross) Stewart, 
and was born at Blacksville, Monongalia 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia), April 
11, 1847. The Stewart family is..of Scotch 
extraction, and authentically trace their trans- 
Atlantic ancestry back to the family of Mary, 
Queen of Scotland. Four brothers of this 
family, John, James, William and Henry 
Stewart, left Scotland about 1760, and settled 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
One of the three brothers, John Stewart, was 
the father of Isaac Stewart, who was born in 
1775, in eastern Pennsylvania, and removed 
to Fayette county, that state, which he subse- 


"quently left to settle in Greene county, the 


same state, where he died on his farm in 1835. 
His son, James Stewart (grandfather), was 
born in Greene county, Pennsylvania, in 1803, 
and died there in 1872. 
a Baptist, as were all of his immediate ances- 


He was a farmer and 


tors and close relations, and married Mary 
Blair, whose grandfather, Abraham Blair, 
came from Scotland to New York, where he 
died. Mrs. Stewart’s father, Major William 
Blair, was captured by Tories in the com- 
mencement of the Revolution, and after being 
released he enlisted and served under Wash- 
After the close of 
the Revolutionary War, Major Blair settled in 


ington as a drum-major. 


Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, where he was the 
first man to work at stone-cutting, and where 
he died in 1812, at sixty-five years of age. 
James and Mary Stewart had several children, 
one of whom is Rev. Huston Stewart (father), 
who was born July 17, 1825. 
in his native county, received his education in 


He was reared 
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the early common schools of Pennsylvania, 
and learned the trade of stone-cutter, which 
he followed in Pennsylvania until 1846, when 
he came to Blacksville, Monongalia- county, 
where he resided up to 1887. In that year 
he removed to Mannington, in Marion county, 
where he has resided continuously up to the 
In 


present time. 1860 he was licensed to 


preach in the Baptist church, and two years | 


later was ordained asa regular Baptist min- 
ister. Since his ordination he has been 
actively and continuously engaged in minis- 
terial labors where his services have been 
On December 11, 1845, Rev. 
Stewart married Rachel E. Ross, who died 
September 11, 1890, aged 78 years. Rev. 


Stewart some years later wedded Mrs. Mary 


most needed. 


Reed, zee Rose. By his first marriage he had 
four children: Frank R. (subject), James L., 
a photographer and music dealer of Manning- 
ton; Mary J., the wife of Newton Straight; 
and Lucinda G. His first wife, Rachel E. 
Stewart, was a daughter of Francis Ross, a 
native of county Donegal, Ireland, who came 
to the United States during the War of 1812, 
to avoid serving in the English army, and 
after being in this country a short time he 
enlisted in the navy under Commodore Perry. 
He was in the battle of Lake Erie, and after 
the close of the War of 1812 settled in the 
lower part of “Cheat Neck,’ in Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, where he died. 

Francis Ross Stewart received his educa- 
tion in the Blacksville schools. After gradu- 
ation he engaged in teaching, which he fol- 
lowed successfully in his native county, and 
in Monongalia and Marion counties, this State, 
up to 1869, in which year he came to Man- 
nington, Marion county, and embarked in the 
marble 


business. Fifteen years later Mr. 


Stewart turned his attention to civil engineer- 





| Palatine, 


ing, which he has followed ever since in con- 


nection with contracting on iron railroad 
work. He does a large contracting business 
in all kinds of steel and iron structure work, 
and in 1890 engaged in his present insurance 
business, which embraces life, fire, and acci- 
dent insurance. 

On July 15, 1869, Mr. Stewart married 
Mary E. Mort, a daughter of John Mort, of 
Marion county. To their union 
have been born five children: John H., audit- 
ing clerk in the United States revenue depart- 
ment, St. Louis, Missouri; Gertie A.; M. 
Beryl; Roy H., and Jessie. 

In political opinion Mr. Stewart is a demo- 
crat. He has served as councilman and 
mayor, and is now chairman of the water 
works board. He is an elder of the Presby- 
terian church, in which he has held member- 
ship for many years. Franklin Ross Stewart 
is one of the highest Masons in the United 
States, being a 32°, or Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite Mason, and is a member of 
Mannington Lodge, No. 31, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and Orient Chapter, No. 9, Royal 
Arch Masons. 


eron Lodge, No. 21, Knights of Pythias. 


He is also a member of Cam- 


The Stewart family (name often spelled 
Stuart) is one of the old and kingly families 
of Scotland. 
many vicissitudes and changes of fortune is 
an interesting study. The founder of it in 
the line of royalty was Walter, the High 


Its line of descent through 


Stewart, who married Marjory Bruce, the 
daughter of King Robert Bruce, and whose 
son, Robert Stewart, ascended his grand- 
father’s throne by the title of Robert II. And 
then in the right of primogeniture came Rob- 
ert III., James I., James II., James III., James 
IV., and James V., who in 1538, married Mary 
of Lorrain, daughter of the Duke of Guise, 
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by whom he had one child, the beautiful Mary, | 


Queen of Scots. 
1603 became King of England as James I., as 


Her son, James VI., in 


well as of Scotland, by right of descent from 
Margaret, daughter of Henry VII., of Eng- 


when the Revolution of 1688 ended his line 
And yet a 
peculiar fact, not generally known, is that the 


as monarchs of Great Britain. 


House of Hanover that supplanted the Stew- | 
art line, is also descended from Mary, Queen | 


of Scots, who is a maternal ancestor of Queen 
Victoria. 


Frederick, Grand Duke of Palatine, and their 
daughter Sophia wedded Ernest of Bruns- 
wick, elector of Hanover, and was the mother 


of George I. of England, whose grandson, | 


George III., was the father of Edward, Duke 


of Kent, whose daughter, Victoria, is the | 


present Queen of Great Britain and Empress 
of India. 

The spelling of the family name, by some 
—S-t-u-a-r-t—originated with Mary, Queen 
of Scots, during her exile in France. The 
French language having no w in it, she to 
accommodate this dropped the e-w and sub- 
stituted the z. 








S 


LMUS W. HAMILTON, of near Farming- 
ton, a man of standing and business 
ability, with an established reputation for in- 
tegrity and usefulness, is a son of Henry F. 


and Mary (Wood) Hamilton, and was born in | 


what is now Lincoln district, Marion county, 
West Virginia (then Virginia), May 13, 1842. 
The Hamiltons were originally from the north 
of Ireland, and James Hamilton, the grand- 
son of the founder of the American branch of 


the family,was the grandfather of the subject of | 


James VI., son of Mary, Queen of | 
Scots, had a daughter Elizabeth, who married | 


this sketch. James Hamilton wasanative of the 


| state of Delaware (where his grandfather set- 


tled) and came with his father to near Morgan- 


_ town, Monongalia county. He wasa farmer and 
_ a United Presbyterian, and married Clara Flem- 
land. James was succeeded on the English | 
throne by Charles I., Charles II., and James II., © 








ing, daughter of Boaz Fleming, one of the 
founders of the Fleming family of West Vir- 
ginia that is fully described in its biography 
that appears elsewhere in this volume. 
and Clara Hamilton had six children, three 
sons and three daughters: Fleming, a retired 


James 


farmer of Mannington district; Elizabeth, 
married William Parrish, and removed to Jack- 
son county, where she died; Henry F., father ; 
Mollie, widow of Norval Barnes; Elmus, a 
retired farmer; and Jane, wife of Marshall 
Jackson, of Moundsville, Marshall county. 
Henry F. Hamilton was born near Morgan- 
town, in 1809, and died September 1, 1879. 
He came at an early day to Lincoln district, 
where he owned a farm of three hundred and 
forty-eight acres of good land. He was a 
Presbyterian and a democrat, and married 
Mary Wood, a daughter of Elijah Wood, a 
farmer of Mannington district. They reared 
a family of seven children: John N., a farmer 
of Wood county; D. F., a farmer in Manning- 
ton district; James M., of near Farmington; 
Elmus W., subject; 
Farmington; Melissa J,, wife of Andrew Ice, 
of Barrackville, this State; and Charles E., of 
Monongah. 

Elmus W. Hamilton was reared on the farm, 


E. C., a carpenter at 


where he received practical training in all agri- 
cultural pursuits. His education was obtained 
in the subscription and private schools. He 
engaged in farming and stock-raising, which 
he has followed successfully ever since. Dur- 
ing the last four years he has held a position 
in the lease department of the South Penn Oil 
company, and has transacted a considerable 
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amount of business for them. Mr. Hamilton 
owns a good grain and grazing farm of one 
hundred and fourteen acres, which is underlaid 
with a heavy vein of valuable coal. His farm 
also lies in a definitely defined oil belt. 

On January 11, 1866, Mr. Hamilton was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Martin, a 
daughter of William Martin, a resident of 
Lincoln district. To this union have been born 
two children, a son and a daughter: Jennie 
Belle, wife of George Huffman; and Willie, 
at home with his parents. 

Mr. Hamilton has always supported the 
cardinal principles of the democratic party at 
the ballot-box since he attained his majority 
He 


has always been an order-loving and law- 


and was entitled to the right of suffrage. 


-obeying citizen, and served as a justice of the 
peace for the last fourteen years. Asa citizen, 
‘Squire Hamilton is respected ; as a magistrate, 
he stands well with the people, and as a man, 
he is recognized as being honest and straight- 
forward. He is a man of quiet energy and 
good judgment, and has before him the pros- 
pect of many years of useful and active life. 
He is a pleasant and agreeable gentleman, 
who takes a kindly interest in the welfare of 
his fellow-man, and never refuses support to 
any deserving object or worthy cause. 

Elmus W. Hamilton was one who rallied to 
the support of the sore distressed Confederate 
government. He enlisted in August, 1862, in 
company “ B,” Twentieth Virginia cavalry, and 
suffered all the privations and hardships of a 
soldier’s life until he was honorably discharged 
from the Confederate service, at the close of 
the war. He was in the battles of Drupe 
Mountain, November 6, 1863; Monocacy 
Junction, July 8, 1864; and Cedar Creek, be- 
sides quite a number of skirmishes. He was 
wounded in the engagement at Carter’s farm, 

















and had several hair-breadth escapes while in 


| the Confederate service. 





S 
HOMAS SMITH, an ex-mayor and re- 
tired business man of Mannington, 





Marion county, and who owns some of the 
finest producing territory in the main West 
Virginia oil belt, is a son of Enos and Airy 
(Pitts) Smith, and was born on Sanco creek, 
near Middleburn, Tyler county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), September 24, 1824. He was 
reared on the farm, and at twenty-one years 
of age learned the trade of shoemaker with 
his uncle, Clayton Kearns, of Middleburn. A 
short time after completing his trade he went 
to Clarksburg, Harrison county, where he 
worked from 1849 until 1850, when he returned 
to Tyler county, and remained up to 1854. 
In that year he went to Morgantown, Monon- 
galia county, which he soon left to locate at 
Mannington, Marion county, where, not find- 
ing at that time as favorable an opening as he 
desired, he shortly removed to Farmington, 
where he found sufficient inducements to 
remain five years. Atthe end of that time 
(1859) he sawa favorable opening at Manning- 
ton, and opened a shop there, which he con- 
ducted continuously and successfully up to 
1891 when he retired from the shoemaking busi- 
ness, after having faithfully followed the same 
for nearly half a century. 

On September 26, 1854, Thomas Smith was 
united in marriage with Barsheba B. Morgan, 
a daughter of Clement Morgan, of Marion 
county. To their union were born three 
children: Loyd L. S., who became favorably 
impressed with the great west, and made a 
home for himself in the recently-formed terri- 
tory of Oklahoma, where he is engaged in 
farming at the present time; Jacob Raymer 
and Earnest W., both deceased. 
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Mr. Smith was a whig until that great | 
political organization went down, and after- | 
wards identified himself with the republican | 
party, whose principles he has supported ever | 
since. He has been active, to some extent, in | 
local political affairs, and served one term as 
mayor of Mannington. He owns a farm of 
twenty-two acres of valuable land adjoining 
the town of Mannington, and on which are 
two producing oil-wells. 

Thomas Smith’s paternal grandfather, James 
Smith, was a native of Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania, from which he removed to Tyler county, 
this State, where he died in 1859, at an ad- 
vanced age. He was a farmer and an old- 
line whig. His son, Enos Smith, was the 
father of the subject of this sketch, and was 


born near Middleburn, in Tyler county. He 


turned his attention mainly to farming, cleared 


up and improved a portion of his father’s farm, 
and owned five hundred acres of land at the 
time of his death. 
publican in politics, was thrice married, first | 


He was a whig and a re- 


to Airy Pitts, secondly to Rebecca Davis, by | 
whom he had nine children, four sons and five 
daughters; and for his third wife wedded Mrs. 
Ruth Griffin. His first wife, whose maiden 
name was Pitts, died in 1826 and left two | 


children, Israel and Thomas, whose name 
heads this sketch. 
Mr. Smith has been an active and energetic 


worker, and, having acquired an ample com- 
petency, he now lives in retirement at Nos. 


24-26 Main street, in a pleasant and comforta- | 
ble home, which he erected in 1859. 
———$—$5 
ie MANLEY, ex-sheriff of Mar- 
ion county,and a collateral descendant of 


George Washington, is a son of John O. and 
Sarah (Stump) Manley, and was born in what 
is now Lincoln district, Marion county, West 





Virginia, on March 13, 1831. He is of Eng- 
His grandfather, John H. 
Manley, was a man of wealth and influence, of 


lish ancestry. 


English descent, and resided near Alexandria, 
Virginia, where he became the owner of a 
He 


married a cousin of George Washington, and 


large plantation and a number of slaves. 


reared a family of three sons and three daugh- 
ters, as follows: George Washington, who 


_ removed to Ohio; Harrison, became a sailor; 


John O., Ann, Sarah, and Margaret. 

John O. Manley, father, was born near Alex- 
andria, Virginia, on August 10, 1801, and died 
September 9, 1862. He married Sarah Stump, 
a daughter of Joseph Stump, of Loudon 
county, Virginia. In about 1822, he removed 
to this county, and located in what is now 
Paw Paw district, where he followed farming, 
and, as a historical fact, showing the progress 
made since then, it is worthy of note that he 
brought the first wagon into the district that 
was ever used in the county.. He was of 
strong Union sentiment, and was a member of 
the Boothville home guards, and took part in 
the skirmish at Fairmont, when he was cap- 
tured, but soon afterward was paroled. He de- 
sired to enterthe service in the regular army, 
but was refused on account of his age. 

His family consisted of nine children, five 
sons and four daughters, as follows : Thomas, 
who died in childhood; Margaret L., now of 
Lincoln district ; Joseph S., who was a farmer 
of Grant district, and who died in 1894; John 
H., a farmer of the same district; George W., 


| died in 1893, was the proprietor of the Con- 


tinental hotel at Fairmont, West Virginia; 
Harrison, subject; Sarah E., deceased, was the 
wife of John F. Bice, of Lincoln district; Maria 
Jane, was the wife of B. K. Martin, of Grant 
district; and Ann, the wife of John Righter, 

Harrison Manley was reared upon a farm, 
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and availed himself of such educational ad- 


vantages as the facilities of the day afforded, | 


attending the subscription schools. When but 
a boy of about fourteen, his father, being un- 
fortunate in business, was forced to make an 
assignment, and Harrison was put to the ne- 
cessity of skirmishing on his own account to 
secure a livelihood. For seven years he was 
engaged in driving cattle forthe cattle dealers 
of Pennsylvania. In 1852 he married, and in 
1855 purchased a farm of one hundred and 
thirty-four acres, comprising a part of the farm 
upon which he now lives. He has since added 
to this, until he now owns a large farm of three 
His wife also owns a 


They 


hundred and ten acres. 
farm of two hundred and sixty acres. 


are both underlaid with coking coal, and are | 


valuable. 

Since locating on his farm, farming and 
stock-raising has been his main business. He 
has always been a stanch democrat politically, 
and is popular and influential in his party, and 
it has elected him to the following positions : 
supervisor, two terms; overseer, two terms; 
overseer of the roads, two terms ; and, in 1876, 
was elected sheriff of Marion county, and 
served one term of four years, the first demo- 
cratic sheriff elected in Marion county since 
the Civil War; in 1884 he was re-elected 
sheriff of the county. As sheriff of the county, 
he won an enviable popularity. He was stern 
in the execution of the law, yet kind and con- 
siderate to a degree that made friends of all 
with whom he came in official relations. He 
took an active part in the organizing and drill- 
ing of the state militia prior to the war, in 
which body he held the commission of cap- 
tain. Religiously, he is a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church, and fraternally, 
of Fairmont Lodge, A. F. and A. M. Janu- 
ary I, 1852, he married Sarah Righter, a 





| 
| 
{ 


| store; H. C., lives in Montana; 


daughter of Peter B. and Mary Righter, one 
of the largest farmers and stock-dealers in the 
He now resides in Grant district, at 
To Mr. and Mrs. 
Maeke, 
wife of Joshua Holbert, a farmer of this dis- 
trict; Charles E., at present clerk of the 
County Court of Marion county; Ann, wife of 


county. 
the age of ninety years. 
Manley nine children were born: 


Rymer Southern, who is superintendent of the 
milling interests of the Fairmont Milling com- 
pany, at Fairmont, West Virginia; P. B., at 
home; Richard T., clerk in his grandfather's 
Virginia, 
clerk in her brother’s office at Fairmont, 
Marion county, West Virginia. 


HE MEREDITH FAMILY. This family, 

of Welsh origin, is one of the most 
prominent families of Marion county. The 
founder of the family in this country was 
Thomas Meredith, a wealthy silversmith of 
South Wales, who, with his family, emigrated 
to the United States in about 1800, and located 
in Hagerstown, Maryland. He 
there but a short time, and then removed to 
what is now Paw Paw district, Marion county, 


remained 


West Virginia, where he settled on a farm, 
but soon removed to another farm near Smith- 
town, Monongalia county, where he followed 
farming and stock-raising and stock-dealing. 
Becoming dissatisfied with his Monongalia 
county home, he went on a tour of inspection 
to Canada, with the idea of removing thence 
with his family if the country suited him. 
While thus engaged in seeking a favorable 
location he sickened and died. His family 
consisted of three sons and four daughters, as 
follows: Hester, who became the wife of 
William Brown; Thomas, who was a promi- 
nent business man of Morgantown; Margaret, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





who married James Ross, William, Mary, who 
married John Riggs; 
justice of the peace for many years, and who 
in 1870 removed to Bates county, Missouri, 
where he died in 1873. 

William Meredith was three years of age 
when brought to this country by his parents. 


Catharine, the wife of | 
E. B. Ross; and John, who was a farmer and | 





He was reared a witness to many of the | 


struggles characteristic to an early pioneer | 
life in Monongalia county. He took up agri- | 
cultural pursuits first on a farm which he | 


cleared for cultivation on the Monongahela 
river, below the present town of Smithtown, 
Monongalia county, but later removed to 
Marion county, and located on a farm con- 
sisting of three hundred acres on Prickett’s 
creek, where he spent the remainder of his 
life, dying February 13, 1869. He did not 
have an opportunity for securing an educa- 
tional training, but was possessed of a vigor- 
ous mind and strong moral feelings, and was 


highly respected by the community as a man | 


of good judgment and probity of character, 


and served a term of fifteen years as justice | 


of the peace, during that period when the 
justices held the County Court. Politically, 


he was a whig until just prior to the Civil 


War, when he became a democrat. He served | 
a number of years as deputy sheriff, and was | 


president one term of the County Court of 


Marion county. He married Hannah,a daugh- | 
ter of John Powell, a native of Monongalia | 


county. Six sons and six daughters were 
born to this union: Thomas, deceased, was a 
carpenter by trade, served in the First Vir- 
ginia cavalry during the late Civil War; 


Mary, deceased, was the wife of Jefferson | 


Gilpin; William, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this book; Catharine, deceased, was 





| by Governor Pierpont. 


sketch appears elsewhere in this volume; D. 
Clifford, deceased, was a teamster in the ser- 
vice of his country during the Civil War; 
Louisa, deceased, was the wife of John C. 


| Jenkins; Amanda, widow of the late John 


Hawkins ; Marquis Lafayette, a farmer, black- 

smith, and wagon-maker of Winfield district, 

this county, and whose sketch follows ; and 

Francis M. (See his sketch.) 

S 

ILLIAM MEREDITH, a prominent 
and respected citizen of Fairmont dis- 








trict, Marion county, West Virginia, is a son 
of William and Hannah (Powell) Meredith, 
and was born November 17, 1824, near Smith- 
town, Monongalia county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia). 

His education was received in the subscrip- 
tion schools of his boyhood days. Upon leav- 
ing school he learned the trade of a wagon- 


| maker, which trade he followed a number of 


years, first at Senecaville, Guernsey county, 
Ohio, and later in Palatine and Fairmont, 
Marion county. In addition to following his 
regular trade, he has engaged in a number of 


1866 to 


1887 he was extensively engaged in the manu- 


other business enterprises. From 
facture of lumber in Harrison and Ritchie 
counties, has done considerable work in the 
line of contracting and building, and devotes 
In his 
political faith he is a republican, and from 
1878 to 1882 served as justice of the peace in 
Wirt county, West Virginia. In the Virginia 


some time to agricultural pursuits. 


state militia he was commissioned a lieutenant 
He is an ardent and 
consistent member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, of which he was a steward and 
class-leader for a number of years. 

On April 13, 1845, Mr. Meredith was united 


the wife of John M. Joliff; John Q. A., whose | in marriage with Harriet, a daughter of Wil- 
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liam H. Wilson, a farmer in Marion county, 
and a soldier in the War of 1812. 


| 


To this | 


union were born ten children: Amanda Jane, | 


deceased, was the wife of Leroy Henderson; 


Ritchie county, West Virginia; Clinton B., a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
in the 
Emma, wife of T. J. Coffman, a merchant of 
Cherry Camp, Harrison county; W. Scott, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere; Mary Olive, 


now located Buckhannon circuit ; 


wife of Francis M. Davis, a farmer of Har- 
rison county; Americus Wirt, a lumber .manu- 
facturer of Braxton county, West Virginia; 


copal church in the West Virginia conference; 
Melvin Clayton, a teacher in Iron City busi- 
ness college, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and 
a graduate of the Northern Indiana normal 
school of Valparaiso, Indiana; and Waitman 
T., a carpenter and lumberman. 








So 


INFIELD SCOTT MEREDITH, of Fair- 
mont, is one of the most prominent 


attorneys in northern West Virginia. He isa 


he was selected by the executive board to take 
charge of those classes until they were gradu- 


ated. Subsequently he taught three years as 


_ principal of the public schools of Palatine and 
Sarah H., wife of Thomas Carter, a farmer of | 


_ cessfully engaged in his profession. 


Thomas G., a minister of the Methodist Epis- | he was admitted to practice before the Supreme 


Mannington, this county. Having determined 
upon the profession of law as a life vocation, 
he registered as a student of law in the office 
of Judge James Morrow, Jr., a prominent at- 
torney of Fairmont, and after duly pursuing the 
prescribed course and passing the examination 
was admitted to the bar in 1881, but did not 
begin the practice of his profession until 1882, 
since which time he has been actively and suc- 
In 1888, 


Court of the State. 
and active republican, and in 1882, shortly 


Politically he is an ardent 


after his admission to the bar, was elected 
prosecuting attorney to fill the unexpired term 
of L. B. Haymond; at the end of this term, 
in 1884, he was re-elected for the full term of 
four years. Since then he has been importuned 
frequently to stand as a candidate for nomina- 
tion to various offices within the gift of his 


_ party, but has always preferred to devote his 


son of William and Harriet (Wilson) Mere- | 
dith, and was born in Marion county, near | 


Fairmont, West Virginia (then Virginia), Au- 


gust 13, 1855. He received a liberal educa- 


tion in the Salem academy at Salem, Harrison ‘| 


county, West Virginia, and at the Fairmont | 


State Normal school, at Fairmont, from which 


he graduated in 1879, and afterward further | 


broadened his mental culture and education © 


by taking a post-graduate course in his a/ma | 


mater, under the instruction of Dr. J. G. Blair. 

‘Prior to his graduation he had taught one year 

in the normal and one year as principal of the 

public schools of Cherry Camp, Harrison 

county. Upon the death of Dr. Blair, in 1879, 
2—10 


| time and energies to the duties of a constantly 


increasing practice. He was strongly urged 
by many of the voters of the Second congres- 
sional district of West Virginia, to become a 
candidate for nomination before the Elkins 
convention that nominated Alston G. Dayton, 
as the opponent of William L. Wilson in the 
memorable campaign of 1894, but refused to 
allow his name to go before the convention. 
He has also refused to allow the use of his 
name in connection with the nomination for 
the office of judge of the Intermediate Courts. 

His mind is clear and logical, distinctly a 
legal one, and he has been frequently called 
upon by the judge of the Circuit Court of his 
district to preside during the temporary ab- 
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sence or inability of that official to perform 
the duties of the office. His duties in this 
relation have always been performed with a 
dignity and efficiency that have commended 
him highly to the consideration of the people. 
He not only possesses a thorough knowledge 
of the law and the ability to make the most 


out of a difficult and complicated case, but is | 


fluent in speech, pleasing in address and affable 
in manner, qualities of head and heart that 
have secured to him a host of ardent and ad- 
miring friends. 

Mr. Meredith has been twice married. His 
first marriage was with Dora,a daughter of 
B. F. Swisher, of Fairmont, in 1883. 


ried, as his second wife, Lola B. Hall, a daugh- 
ter of S. W. Hall, of Fairmont. 


pei le 


OHN QUINCY ADAMS MEREDITH, a 
prominent farmer and active business 


man of Fairmont district, Marion county, West | 


Virginia, is a son of William and Hannah | 
| the peace in Winfield district, and was elected 


(Powell) Meredith, and was born April 8, 1829, 
in the vicinity of the present village of Smith- 
town, Monongalia county, West Virginia (then 
Virginia). He was reared upon the farm, and 
received such education as was usually the lot 
of a farmer boy of that day. 


She 
died in 1886, and in 1894 Mr. Meredith mar- | 


| ‘Maryland and Ohio river turnpike, upon which 





The system in | 


vogue was the old subscription school system, | 
and a boy rarely obtained more than a knowl- | 


edge of reading, writing and arithmetic, 


remained at home upon the farm until twenty- — 


one years of age, when he removed to what is 
now known as Hoult, Marion county, named 
for his father-in-law, Joryar Hoult, where he 
succeeded in the milling business, operating a 
flouring and saw-mill at that place, until 1871. 


he has lived ever since. This farm consists of 
one hundred and seventy-five acres of well- 
improved land, and lies in the famous West 
Virginia coking coal belt. To the cultivation 
and improvement of this farm Mr. Meredith 
has given the greater part of his time since 
locating upon it, and is regarded as one of the 
most prosperous and successful agriculturists 
of Marion county. He does not confine him- 
self, however, exclusively to farming pursuits, 
but has interests of a mercantile nature. He 
is one of the firm of Lough and Meredith, 
large general merchants of Fairmont, who 
carry a $10,000 stock, and do a prosperous 
business. He was one of the organizers, and 
for two years a director, of the Marion county 
Creamery company, and is a stockholder in 
the First National bank of Fairmont. 
Politically Mr. Meredith was a stanch sup- 
porter of the old-line whig party, but upon the 
organization of the republican party became 
one of its first and most ardent supporters. 


From 1865 to 1871 he served as a justice of 


for a second term, but resigned upon remov- 
ing from the district. He has always been a 
hearty friend of the cause of popular educa- 
tion, and served a number of terms as a mem- 
ber of the board of education in Fairmont 
district. 

On April 17, 1850, he wedded Elizabeth, 


He | daughter of Joryar Hoult, of Marion county. 


Five children blessed this union: Cornelius 
H., of the firm of Lough and Meredith, of Fair- 
mont; Virginia E., wife of Z. E. Layman, a 
farmer of Marion county; William F., a car- 
penter by trade, and a resident of Barnesville, 


| this county; Mary A., wife of F. J. Smith, of 
In the latter-named year he purchased a farm | Beverly, Randolph county, West Virginia ; and 
two miles northeast of Fairmont, on the old | Charles, who died in childhood. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Hoult Meredith died Febru- 


ary 5, 1859, and Mr. Meredith married, as his 


second wife, Miss Margaret, a daughter of | 


Richard Hall, deceased, a farmer of Winfield 
district, this county. Nine children have been 


born to this union: Martha, deceased, was the | 


wife of George E. Amos, a carriage manufac- 
turer, of Fairmont; Idella, at home; Sarah, 
principal of the Fairmont high school; James, 
a farmer and stock-dealer of Fairmont district, 
married Ola McKinsey, of Rice county, Kan- 
sas; Frank, stock-dealer of Barnesville, married 
Anna Latham, of Palatine; Anna, at home; 
Harry, a graduate of Iron City business col- 
lege of Pittsburg, and is the present court 
stenographer of the Marion County court, and 
a notary public of Fairmont; Maggie and Nola, 
at home. Mr. Meredith is well and favorably 
known throughout Marion county, and is uni- 
versally respected by all who know him. 





=) 





ARQUIS LAFAYETTE MEREDITH, 

a skilled mechanic and prominent and 
intelligent citizen of Winfield district, Marion 
county, West Virginia, was born on the old 
homestead of the Merediths in Marion county, 


Virginia (now West Virginia), on December | 


3, 1839. He is ason of William and Hannah 
(Powell) Meredith. 
the incipient mechanic. 


He early in life showed 
After leaving school, 
where he received a rudimentary education, 
he learned the trade of a blacksmith, which he 
has followed all his life. 
five years he has done considerable work in 


For the last twenty- 


the line of wagon-making and carriage-build- 
ing. In addition to the above he also owns a 
farm, a part of the old homestead, consisting 
of one hundred and forty-five acres, and de- 
votes some attention to agriculture. 

In political texture he is a democrat, and 











because of his well-known sympathy with the 
cause of education was elected a member ot 
the board of education in Winfield district, 
and served one term, was re-elected a second 
time, but refused to serve. During that crisis 
known as the Civil War, when this part of 
Virginia was threatened with an invasion, he 
was a member of the militia, and was twice 
called to the front. 

On April 13, 1865, Mr. Meredith and Miss 
Nancy J.,a daughter of Richard and Roda 
Hall, were united in marriage. To this union 
ten children have been born, as follows: James 
L., of Montana mines, of Winfield district ; 
Leonard E., of Fairmont Machine works; 
Sarah Olive, wife of Charles Bowers, of Aurora 
mines, this county; Nora, wife of J. W. 
Prickett, a farmer of Winfield district; Bird, 
wife of Virgil I. Allen, a farmer and assessor 
of Doddridge county, West Virginia; George 
Waitman. H.; William W.; 
Wayne L., at home, and one daughter that 


Marquis; and 


died in infancy. 
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RANCIS MARION MEREDITH, ex- 
F county commissioner of Marion county, 
and a prominent business man and farmer of 
Winfield district, is a son of William and 
Hannah (Powell) Meredith, and was born on 
the Meredith homestead on March 11, 1842. 

Having but few school advantages to secure 
an education, the greater part of his mental 
training and education have been the result 
In 1864, 


through inheritance and purchase, he became 


of self-study and general reading. 


the possessor of his father’s farm, containing 
over two hundred acres of well-improved and 
productive land. Up to the year 1893, Mr. 
Meredith made a specialty of stock raising 
and stock-dealing ; since that time his efforts 
have been directed mainly along the line of 
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dairying. For twelve years, from 1870 to 
1882, he was engaged in lumbering on the 
Monongahela river, transporting lumber from 
this county to the Pittsburg market. 
was one of the organizers and is the present 
president of the Marion County Creamery 
company of Fairmont. 

In political following he is an active demo- 
crat, and served as a member of the board of 
county commissioners of Marion county from 
January 1, 1881, to January 1,1889. He was 
a member of the first board provided for by 
the new constitution, which provides that the 
term shall consist of two years, and for the 
election of a new member every two years. 
It was necessary to decide by lot which mem- 
ber was entitled to the long term of six years. 
By this method it was accorded Mr. Meredith. 
He is a conscientious member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, and of Marion Lodge, 
No. 9, A. F. and A. M. 

On March 26, 1863, Mr. Meredith and Miss 
Louisa, a daughter of Morgan Clelland, were 
united in marriage. Totheir union have been 
born the following children: May, at home; 
Charles C.,a practicing physician of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania; Harry B., a farmer; Dessie, 
wife of Bruce Hill, a farmer of Winfield dis- 
trict; Ella and Ruby, both at home. 


— ee 


HE MORGAN FAMILY.—Colonel Mor- 
gan Morgan was born in the principality 
of Wales, and received his education in Lon- 
don during the reign of William III. 
came to the province of Delaware, a single 
man, during the reign of Queen Anne, and 
commenced business at what is now Christi- 
anna. He there married Catharine Garretson, 
a respectable lady of Delaware. 


Their children were: Morgan, Jr., Anne, 


He | 


He | 

















Zacquil, Evan, David, Charles, Henry and 
James. 
clergyman of the Church of England, and 


Colonel Morgan was an ordained 


soon after his marriage removed from Dela- 
ware to the valley of Virginia, and established 
a church at Winchester, of which he and his 
son, Morgan Morgan, Jr., were pastors for 
(See Bishop Mead’s work, ‘The 
Churches and Families of Virginia.’”) 

Colonel Zacquil Morgan moved to the mouth 


many years. 


of Decker’s creek, and was the founder of 
Morgantown, Monongalia county. His son, 
Zacquil, fell in defense of Washington City, at 
the battle of Bladenburgh, August 24, 1814. 

Charles Morgan lived in Berkeley county, 
and Henry Morgan, who married a sister of 
Charles’ wife and removed to South Carolina. 

James Morgan was a captain in the Conti- 
nental army, and while on a furlough was 
captured by Louis, a tory, and shot at a place 
that was afterward called Torytown, Berkeley 
county, Virginia. 

Rev. Morgan Morgan remained in Berkeley 
county on his father’s farm. He was an Epis- 
copal minister of great purity and moral worth. 
Some of his productions are still in the pos- 
session of the family and are of the finest 
order of penmanship, and express moral sen- 
timent of great beauty. 

David Morgan was born at Christianna, 
Delaware, May 12,1721 (old style). He mar- 
ried Sarah Stevens, a Quaker lady, of Penn- 
sylvania, and removed with his father to the 
valley of Virginia, where he bought a farm 
near Winchester. He was asurveyor and was 
appointed by the Colonial goverment of Vir- 
ginia to assist Steven Holsten to make sur- 
veys and explorations of the southwestern 
part of that state. Afterwards he was ap- 
pointed one of the commissioners on the part 
of the colony of Virginia, to assist Colonel 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 


Washington, in 1748, to locate and establish 


the northern boundary of the Lord Fairfax 
estate, which was to be the boundary between 
Maryland and Virginia. The historic monu- 
ment erected at the head of the north branch 
of the Potomac, known as the Fairfax stone, 
was the consummation of their labors. 


After that he assisted General Washington 


in taking up those fine tracts of land on the | 


Monongahela and Ohio rivers, known to this 
day as the Washington Bottoms. 

David Morgan was pleased with the country 
west of the Alleghenies and predicted its great 
future. He removed to the mouth of Red- 
stone creek, Pennsylvania, in 1769, where he 


remained two years, and then came to the 


Upper Monongahela, in 1771, into what is | 


now Marion county. He settled about six 
miles north of Fairmont, Marion county. At 
that time the savages were at peace with the 
white settlers, but two years later a war broke 
out that equalled any of the border wars for 
individual prowess, savage ferocity and start- 
ling adventures. 

It was in March, 1779, that a canoe was dis- 
covered floating down the Monogahela river 
with blood-stains upon it, and bullet holes 
This led the settlers con- 
tiguous to Prickett’s fort to suspect that In- 
dians were lurking in the country. In all 
haste they repaired to the fort, but not hear- 
ing of any Indian depredations for some time, 


through its sides. 


they concluded that it was a false alarm, and 
being anxious to have their spring work as far 
advanced as possible before the appearance of 
the savages, they only occupied the fort dur- 
ing the night, pursuing their work on the farms 
during the day. 

Among those taking refuge in the. fort was 
David Morgan, then a man of past sixty years 


of age. Near the first of April, 1774, being 
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unwell himself, he sent his two youngest chil- 
dren—Stephen, a boy of fourteen, and Sarah, a 
girl of twelve—to the farm, which was on the 
other side of the river, about a mile distant 
from the fort, to feed the stock and do the 
chores. Unknown to their father, who sup- 
posed they would return immediately, they 
took their dinner, intending to remain all day, 
clearing land for melons, and feeding the stock 
again before returning in the evening. 
Accordingly Stephen set himself to work, 
his sister helping him in various ways, occa- 
sionally returning to the house to wet some 
While the children 


were in the house eating their dinner they 


linen that was bleaching. 


heard a suspicious noise outside, and on going 
to see what produced it they heard what ap- 
peared to be footsteps running away, but failed 
tosee any one. Lunch being disposed of, they 
went prattling to their work, unconscious of 
the danger lurking so near, which nothing but 
High Heaven could avert. The savages ob- 
served the direction the children went to their 
work and made a reconnoissance of the place; 
found the youths were there alone, and know- 
ing that their intended victims would be there 
when wanted, they entered the house, finding 
a plentiful supply of bacon, stale bread and a 
churn of sour cream, that had been left in the 
haste to get to the fort on the first alarm. 
They set to work to satisfy their hunger, after 
which they each tied up a bundle of bread and 
bacon, with such articles of clothing as they 
could find which suited their fancies. They 
then started for the children, laying their bun- 
dles by the path, to be taken up again on their 
return, after they had disposed of the youths; 
but upon ascending a slight eminence that 
concealed a view of the children from the 
home, they discovered Morgan with his 
gun. 
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MORGAN’S DREAM. 

Morgan being ill at the fort, as before stated, 
fell asleep and dreamed that he saw Stephen 
and Sarah running around the house scalped. 
Not being superstitious, he gave it no thought, 
and again falling asleep dreamed the same a 


second time. On waking he inquired about 


the children and being informed of their de- | 


termination to remain all day, his solicitude 
became very great, and seizing his rifle he 
hastened to the farm, fearing he would find 


the realization of his dream. But upon as- 


cending an eminence that over looked the | 


field, he saw, to his great joy, the children alive | 


and busily talking while at their work. Seeing | 


nothing that indicated danger, he seated him- | 


self ona log to rest and pick the flint, and | 
examine his gun to see that it was in order | 
He then walked directly to the chil- 
dren, who were hid from view of the savages in | 


for use. 


the house by a small knoll. 
While conversing with the children, and at 
the same time scanning the woodland and fields, 


he espied the two Indians approaching from | 


the direction of the house, and at the same in- 
stant they discovered him. They immediately 
halted, putting their hands on their mouths, 


uttering a ““bow-wow-wow ” sort of a sound | 


and making other gesticulations in derision of 
the children. 
alarm the children, 


Morgan not wishing to suddenly 
carelessly remarked: 
“Stephen, there are two Indians. You run 
to the fort and I'll fight them.” 
a fence and covered himself behind it. 


Indians took to cover behind trees. 


He crossed 
The 


children to escape. 
tured their plans for attack and defense, and 


Each party hastily ma- 


to Morgan at least moments lengthened into 
a painful delay. He was aware of the odds 
_against him, not a shot could be wasted, 


Mor- | 
gan delayed action to afford time for the | 





and he determined not to fire until he had de- 
He 
selected a route to run and the trees to take 


coyed the Indians into open grounds. 
for cover. He allowed the Indians to gain on 
him until they crossed the fence, but the sav- 
ages were on the alert. They separated as far 
as possible; each time they moved after Mor- 
gan, who found that he would soon have one 
on each side of him: They were now near 
enough to commence effective work, and im- 
perative necessity demanded that he should 
dispose of one of them. During this time he 
had taken a sapling too small to protect him, 
and from this he selected a large oak, and ran 
to that in a way that allowed the large Indian to 
reach the smal! tree he had just abandoned, at 
the same time he arrived at the large oak. He 
taking it, the Indian was compelled to take the 
small one. It being too small to protect him, 
he threw himself flat on the ground, peeping 
from one side, exposing the front of his 
shoulder, at which Morgan aimed and fired; 
the ball ranged through his body to his hip; 
the Indian threw himself on his back and 
stabbed himself twice to the heart, and ex- 
pired partly by his own hand. When exam- 
ined after the encounter two bullets were found 
in his mouth, placed there for convenience in 
re-loading. As soon as Morgan fired he 
looked around for the small Indian and found 
him taking deliberate aim at him. Morgan 
ran a zigzag course, looking back at the In- 
dian as often as circumstances would permit, 
accidentally ran against a small bush that first 
yielded to his weight and then sprang back 
throwing him out of the course of the bullet 
the instant the Indian fired. Each now had 
an empty gun, but the savage was still armed 
with a tomahawk anda scalping-knife. Now 
each advanced on the other, Morgan with his 


gun raised to strike, the savage brandishing 
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his tomahawk. Morgan closed on the savage, 
who to avoid the stroke of the gun threw his 
tomahawk at Morgan’s head. Morgan warded 
off the blow with his gun. The tomahawk 


cut off a finger of the left hand and nearly © 


severed two others, and cut a deep gash in the | 


iron gun barrel. 
savage slowly retreating. The Indian caught 
a dry ash pole, broke it off at the ground and 
dealt Morgan three violent blows on the head, 


breaking it so short that Morgan could reach 


him with his gun, with which he struck the | 


savage with such force as to fell him to the 
ground, but the gun broke off at the breech. 
Before he could repeat the blow with the bar- 
rel, the Indian jumped to his feet and at- 
tempted to gouge Morgan’s eyes out, but ran 
the thumb of his right hand into Morgan’s 
mouth, who clutched it between his teeth and 
held it fast until the affray was ended. 


THE BATTLE FOR LIFE. 


Now commenced the desperate struggle, 
Morgan repeatedly throwing the Indian, but 
was unable to hold him down, so around and 
around, up and down, over logs, against trees 
and saplings, the fierce encounter for life 


Morgan still advanced, the | 





went on. Finally Morgan, finding his strength | 


failing, and knowing the Indian would finally 
overpower him in the struggle, he feigned 
to give up, but really to await developments, 
while he had strength to act as the emergencies 
presented themselves. The Indian now, with- 


out difficutly, confined Morgan’s elbows under 


his knees to the ground, one hand being con- | 


fined between Morgan’s teeth, with the other 
he attempted to draw his knife, but fortunately 
for Morgan the savage, while in the house, 


had seen a woman’s apron, and pleased with | 


its bright colors, had taken and wound it 
around his waist above the knife, thus hinder- 





~ 
| 
| 
| 


ing him from getting at it quickly,and he had 
great difficulty in getting it out of the rawhide 
scabbard which fitted it tightly, but worked it 
up with his thumb and fingers, until the handle 
pressed quite through his hand, Morgan seeing 
that this was his opportune moment, quickly 
jerked his arm from under the Indian’s knee 
and instantly seized the handle, while the In- 
dian held firmly tothe blade; he drew itthrough 
his hand, cutting it to the bone; the savage 
now saw that his condition had greatly changed, 
and made an attempt to get away, but Morgan 
seized him around the neck and the Indian 
raised him to his feet. The savage seemed 
greatly surprised and alarmed and exclaimed, 
‘““Wooh” (meaning in the Indian vernacular, 
‘“T will now quit, if you will’), and struggled 
violently to free himself from Morgan, who 
said, “I’ll Wooh you,” and thrust the knife 
into his side and cut, turned, twisted, worked, 
and pushed it in so far that he could not draw 
it out; finally the Indian gave away ; Morgan 
let go of him; he took afew steps and sat 
down; Morgan took the Indian’s gun to load, 
while pouring powder in his hand, soon felt 
the cut finger, and the smarting sensation 
caused him first to observe the loss. Morgan 
arrived at the fort greatly exhausted from so 
desperate a struggle against a powerful young 
Indian. 

When he related the story of his adventure 
to the occupants of the fort, the most intense 
excitement seized the men, and all, excepting 
David Morgan, repaired to the scene of the 
encounter, expecting to find more savages than 
the two Morgan had killed. The war had 
been going on for five years, and each one 
held the image in his mind of a scalped sister, 
a brother, aparent or a whole family massacred 
by the savages. The very name of Indian was 
a synonym of horrorand disgust. They know- 
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ing that these Indians were ona similar mis- 
sion placed them ina very unfavorable atti- 


<I 


tude to secure compassion from the hearts of | 


the whites. When they arrived on the ground | 


the wounded savage had disappeared, but by 


tracing the blood they found where he had | 
taken the knife from his side and forced it in | 


the ground with his heel and covered it with 
leaves. He had concealed himself about two 
hundred yards from the spot where Morgan 
had left him under the boughs of a fallen tree, 


with its dead leaves still on the branches. As 


they approached his retreat he saluted them | 
by “ How do, brudder?” “ How do, brudder?” | 
They took him out, carried him not more than | 
a quarter of a mile from the spot, laying him | 


down to rest. He made signs to them to 


tomahawk him, which they were only too will- | 


ing todo. A man who had a brother not 


long before killed and scalped by them sank a | 


tomahawk into his skulland he expired. Then 
they flayed him, tanned his skin, and converted 
the leather into saddle seats, shot pouches and 
belts. 
THE RETREAT OF THE CHILDREN. 

When tthe children started to the fort, 
Stephen outran his sister, and when he would 
gain a hundred yards or so, would wait until 


she would catch up, then scamper off again | 


until he reached the top of the hill overlook- 
ing therivera mile belowthe fort; he ran down 
the hill, which was very steep, jumping and 


sliding to the river. He undressed and swam 


over, now regarding himself as safe and believ- | 


ing his father was killed. His grief and 
emotion of mind were great; he went into a 
house (where Catawba now stands) and found 


an old leather hunting shirt which he wrapped | 


around himself and went crying to the fort. 
His sister got down the steep hill as well as 
she could, saw Stephen's clothes, and supposed 





he had swam over ; she waded in the edge of 
the water a mile to the fort to prevent the 
Indians tracking her in the soft earth. She got 
to the Canoe river at the same time her father 
did; seeing him covered with blood she did 
not recognize him; supposing him to be an 
Indian, she concealed herself in some bushes, 
but he espied her and called her to him and 
they crossed over to the fort together. 


DAVID MORGAN’S CHARACTER. 


David Morgan possessed a high character 
for honor, benevolence, morality and intelli- 
gence. Was a member of the Episcopal 
church, and was held in the highest esteem 
among the early settlers. 

Dr. DeHass, in his history of Virginia, giv- 
ing an account of this adventure, says: ‘‘ Of 
those who removed their families to Prickett’s 
fort, was David Morgan, one of the earliest 
settlers on the frontier, and a man of great 
energy of character, and of sterling worth. 
He was a near relation of General Daniel 
Morgan, of Revolutionary times, and like that 
distinguished officer, possessed in a high de- 
gree, courage and capacity for almost any 
emergency. Some historians assert that he 
killed three Indians on this occasion, which is 
a mistake, he killed only two; others state that 
he tomahawked and skinned the wounded sav- 
ages, which is likewise a mistake, for he was 
not on the ground after he returned to the 
fort; being wounded and exhausted from the 
fatigue of the encounter, he returned to his 
bed, which he had so recently left, and re- 
mained there for some time. Again, they all, 
in narrating the event, say that he attempted 
to escape to the fort by flight, which is also 
incorrect; he never ran a step to the fort or 
with the expectation of getting away from the 


savages. The running he did was to get ad- 
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vantage of the savages, which worked up fully 
to his expectations. 


He had traversed the | 
frontier for a quarter of a century ; from Pitts- | 
burg to Tennessee, he had encounters with 
the Indians and had killed them before. He 
understood the Indians and their mode of 
warfare, as well as any man on the frontier, 
and regarded them as little. 

The later history of David Morgan will be 
found in the sketch of Hon. Henry B. Mor- 
gan, which appears in this volume. 


S 








he HENRY B. MORGAN, an ex- | 
member of the West Virginia legisla- | 
ture, and a great-grandson of David Morgan, | 
whose famous Indian encounters will live in | 
American history until the end of time, is a | 
man of high standing, and leads an active and | 
useful though unostentatious life. He is a | 
son of Henry S.and Mary (Lanham) Morgan, | 
and was born on the old David Morgan 
homestead, 


in Paw Paw district, Marion 

county, Virginia (now West Virginia), July 3, | 
1847. The Morgan family occupies a con- | 
spicuous place in American history from | 
Daniel Morgan, “The Wagoner General” of 


the Revolution, to David Morgan, the great | 


Indian fighter of the frontier, many of whose 


descendants have been distinguished in politi- 
The family | 
was founded in America by Colonel Morgan | 
Morgan, a native of Wales, who settled in 





cal life and scientific pursuits. 


Delaware, where he married Catharine Gar- 
retson, and reared a family of eight children. 


His son, David Morgan, was born May 12, 


1721, and finally settled in Marion county, 
near Prickett’s fort, where he took up eight | 
hundred acres of land, and had his celebrated | 
fight with the Indians that is fully described | 
in the history of the Morgan family that ap- | 


pears in this volume. David Morgan was a 
strict Episcopalian, and married Sarah Ste- 
vens, a Quaker, of Pennsylvania. His son, 
Stephen Morgan (grandfather), was born Octo- 
ber, 1761. 


and a consistent member of the Episcopal 


He wasa farmer and mechanic, 


church. He was justice of the peace for 
many years, and served as_ sheriff of his 
county for two terms. He died in 1840. 
Stephen Morgan married Sarah Summerville, 
Hon. Charles S., 


who served in the general assembly and state 


and their children were: 


senate of Virginia, and was warden of the 
penitentiary at Richmond, Virginia, from 1825 
until the time of his death, in 1859; Henry 
S.; Hon. William S., who served in the legis- 
lature of Virginia, and was a member of the 
twenty-fifth and 
was a naturalist of celebrity, being employed 


twenty-sixth congresses ; 


by the Smithsonian Institute till near the time 
of his death, in 1876, at Washington City ; 
Ann, wife of Horatio McLean, of Mounds- 
ville, this State; Elizabeth, who married Col- 
onel William J. Willey, of Marion county; 
Ruhama, widow of Notly Carter; Albert, a 
farmer on a part of the homestead; Sarah J., 
wife of Colonel Austin Merrill; and George 
P.,a farmer. Henry S. Morgan, the second 
son of Stephen Morgan, was born June 4, 
1799, and died September 26, 1873. 
a farmer and tanner, and passed his life on 


He was 


the homestead farm. He was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and in 1825 
married Mary Lanham, who died June 


7973 


23 
1886, aged eighty-three years. She was a 
daughter of William Lanham, a farmer and 
saddler of Morgantown, Monongalia county. 
Henry S. and Mary Morgan had nine chil- 
dren: Louisa, wife of John C. Gallahue, of 
Palatine ; Charles R. (see his sketch) ; William 


L. Morgan, a physician of Baltimore, Mary- 
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land; Edward L. Morgan, Stephen A., of | 


Baltimore, Maryland; Sallie K.; Benton and 
Valinder, who both died in infancy ; and Hon. 
Henry B., whose name appears at the head of 
this sketch. 

Henry B. Morgan was reared on the farm 
where he has always resided. He received 


academies, the former of which he attended 


from 1858 to 1861, when under Professor | 


White, D. D., and the latter from 1862 to 
1865. 
ing ever since, except a period of four years, 
between 1869 and 1873,when he was engaged 


Leaving school, he has followed farm- 


in the manufacturing of vehicles at Rivesville. 
On September 18, 1873, Mr. Morgan 
wedded Myrtle Merrill, who died August 
18, 1878, leaving two children: Lily S. and 
Eva Myrtle, who are now students at the 
Fairmont Normal school, the former being a 
member of the Dickens class of 1895. 


In 1890, Henry Morgan was elected by the | 


democratic party to represent Marion county 


in the legislature, where he served very cred- | 
itably, and was a member of the committees | 


on mining, humane institutions, state bound- | 
In 1894, | 


aries, and privileges and elections. 


Mr. Morgan was again the nominee of the | 


democrats for the same position, but in the | 


great republican “landslide” of that year was | 


defeated. 


In 1892, Mr. Morgan was ordained as a — 


minister in the Southern Methodist Episcopal 


church. Favorably known and_ highly es- | 


teemed throughout the country, he is a gen- | 


tleman whose inclinations and tastes have led | 


him to prefer the health, quiet, and content- | 


ment of a rural life to the wearying activities 
of a city residence, or the manifold cares and 
harassing duties of a continuous public life. 
Firm in his opinions and decided in his con- 


| (CpRARLES 
his education at Fairmont and Monongalia © 


victions, he supports with energy and deter- 
mination the course of action he has resolved 
upon after mature reflection on any subject 
or measure affecting his private life or the 
public weal. 

sic oan tet 
R. MORGAN, 
county surveyor of Marion county, and 


the present 


who served as a Confederate soldier under 
General Early during the late Civil War, is a 
son of Henry S. and Mary (Lanham) Morgan, 
and was born on the old David Morgan home- 
stead, in Paw Paw district, Marion county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), October 23, 
1828. 
Morgan family,so famous in the Indian affairs 


He is a descendant of the celebrated 


of the western border, and whose history ap- 
pears in full elsewhere in this volume. Charles 
R. Morgan received his education at the Mo- 
nongalia academy at Morgantown, and Rector 
college at Pruntytown, this State, and followed 
farming until 1856, when he became a clerk in 
the Richmond penitentiary, then under charge 
of his uncle, Colonel C.S. Morgan. In 1859 
he returned to his home farm, and three years 
later enlisted in the Twentieth Virginia cav- 
alry, and under Early until Lee’s surrender at 
Appomattox Court-house, being in all of the 
After, the 
war, he returned to his farm, where he has re- 


battles of the valley of Virginia. 
sided ever since. He is an expert surveyor, 
and mapped out the coal fields of Paw Paw 
district. Within the last few months he was 
appointed by the court to fill out the unexpired 
term of the county surveyor, elected in 18g0. 
Mr. Morgan is Jeffersonian in politics, and has 
been a member for several years of St. John’s 


| Lodge, No. 36, Free and Accepted Masons. 


He now divides his time chiefly between the 


_ management of his farm and the duties of the 


county surveyor’s Office. 
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On November 19, 1873, Charles R. Morgan 


wedded Harriet Fairfax, and their union has | 


| 


been blessed with one child, a daughter, named | 


Daisy May. Mrs. Morgan is a daughter of | 


Franklin Fairfax, of Preston county, and a 
direct descendant of Colonel John Fairfax, at 


| War of 1812. 


one time Washington's plantation manager and | 


afterwards prominent and influential in the | 


civil, military, and political affairs of western | 


Virginia. 


———qG— 


HOMAS CONDIT MILLER, who 


and married Sarah Messenger, who was born 
in 1785 and died in 1839. Her mother was a 
Miss Pike, who was an aunt of the gallant 
General Pike, who fell at York, Canada, in the 
Of James Miller’s five sons, 
Captain William E., father, has made Marion 
county his home. He was captain of a militia 
company that offered their services to the 
government during the Mexican War, but 


which was never called upon to goto Mexico. 


| Captain Miller was born at Morgantown July 


is | 


Principal of the Preparatory Depart- | 


ment, and Professor of Pedagogy, in the | 


West Virginia University, is an educator of | 
_ Thomas and a granddaughter of Asa Hall, 


high rank, who has labored long and success- 
fully for the educational growth and develop- 
ment of the State, whose material resources 


-are the wonder of the Nation. He is a son of 


Captain William E. and Nancy J. (Hall) Mil- — 


ler, and was born at Fairmont, Marion county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), July 19, 1848. 
The trans-Atlantic ancestry of the Millers is 


traced to their old-world home ina fair prov- | 
ince of that great German empire, whose uni- | 


fication was brought about with blood and 


iron by William I. and Prince Bismarck, of | 


Prussia. 


The first new-world home of those mem- | 
bers of the family that came to America was | 


in New England. James Miller, the paternal 
grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was 
born near Hartford, Connecticut, in 1780, and 
in 1801 went to Ohio. He did not remain 


there long, and after a stay of some years at | 
Morgantown, Virginia, and Greensboro, Penn- | 


sylvania, he removed, in 1837, to Fairmont, 
Virginia, near where he died, March 19, 1856. 
He was a cooper by trade, and, for the oppor- 
tunities of his day, was a well-informed man. 
He was an old-line whig, and a Methodist, 





29, 1822; he is a republican, and a Methodist 
Protestant, and has been engaged largely in 
the milling and woolen manufacturing business. 
He married Nancy Jeretta Hall, a daughter of 
who were both natives of Delaware. Profes- 
sor Thomas C. Miller was reared in his native 
county, and received his education in private 
schools, the Fairmont academy when under 
charge of Professor W. R. White; at Adrian 
college, and the Fairmont State Normal 
school, from which he was graduated in the 
class of 1873. When the late Civil War 
opened he was but a mere youth, yet ere its 
close he had served in an“ emergency” regi- 
ment of state militia that was called out sev- 
eral times in anticipation of Confederate in- 
vasions, and in the last year of the great 
struggle he enlisted in company “ E,” Seventh 
West Virginia infantry, in which he served as 
a sergeant until July 10, 1865, when he was 
honorably discharged from the Federal ser- 
vice at Munson’s Hill, Virginia. Returning 
from the army, he taught during the winter, 
and attended private schools in the summer 
for several years. He then completed the full 
course at the Fairmont State Normal school, 
from which he was graduated in 1873. Im- 
mediately after graduation he was elected 


principal of the Fairmont high school, in which 
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his services were so valuable and satisfactory | West Virginia, but was defeated with the rest 


that he held the position for twenty-one con-_ 


secutive years, during the latter part of which 


of the candidates on the republican state 


ticket, although receiving a very flattering 


time he served as superintendent of all the 


schools of Fairmont district, including those | 


of the rural section. 


. . | 
During this long term | 


of service he was offered various positions in | 


the high schools and other educational insti- | 


tutions of West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Illi- | 


nois and Ohio, but declined to accept them. 
In 1893 he was elected principal of the pre- 
paratory department and professor of peda- 
gogy in the West Virginia University, at Mor- 
gantown, which position he accepted and has 
The school of 
pedagogy is becoming very popular among 


filled up to the present time. 


those who are preparing for higher and ad- 
vanced positions as teachers, and much of this 
popularity is due to Professor Miller's high 
‘standing as an educator anda lecturer on edu- 
He has visited about one-half 
of the counties of the State as an institute in- 


cational work. 


structor, in which capacity he has been very 
successful, having served as instructor as high 
He has been 
a member and the treasurer of the West Vir- 


as eight years in some counties. 


ginia Educational association ever since its | 


organization in 1870. He is a member of 


Meade Post, No. 6, Grand Army of the Re- | 
public, at Fairmont, and has served four years | 


as assistant adjutant general and _ assistant 


quartermaster general of the department of | 


West Virginia, of that Order. 
member of the National Union, and represented 
West Virginia in the Senate sessions of the 
Order at Detroit and Lookout Mountain in 
1893 and 1894, and at Atlantic City in 1895. 


Politically, he is a republican, has served in | 


various local and educational offices, and was 
the nominee of his party in 1892 for the office 


_ of State Superintendent of Free Schools of | 


. | 
He is also a 





vote in his own and other counties. His name 
has been mentioned twice in connection with 
the republican congressional nomination in the 
second district. 

On September 6, 1876, Professor Miller 
was happily united in marriage to Drusilla C. 
Hamilton, a daughter of Elmus Hamilton, 
Esq., of Fairmont. Professor and Mrs. Miller 
have four children: Archie H., born Novem- 
ber 4,1877; Dwight E., born October 5, 1879; 
Dana Paul, born October 6, 1883; and Pauline 
Barnes, born June 14, 1887. 

Professor Miller united with the Methodist 
Protestant church of Fairmont on February 4, 
1866, and has been active in the work of 
church extension, besides serving as superin- 
tendent of its Sunday school for nearly twenty 
years. He isan ardent Sunday school worker, 
and has been president of the West Virginia 
State Sunday school convention, and a dele- 
gate to the International convention. He isa 
frequent contributor to educational and other 
publications of a literary character, and some 
of his productions have passed into standard 
readers and educational literature of national 
reputation. As a teacher and instructor, Pro- 
fessor Miller has always been noted for the 
thoroughness and excellence of his work. 
But the highest and most lasting claim that 
Thomas Condit Miller has to public regard is 
that of always holding up before his pupils 
The 


unity and indivisibility of the moral and mental 


and students a high moral standard. 


faculties is a fact that he has always recognized, 
and it is gratifying to him to seeso many who 
have been under his teaching and _ influence 
occupying positions of honor and trust in 
society and in the state. 
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ON. ALPHEUS PRICHARD, who in | the manufacture of lumber, which he con- 


his day was one of the leading business | 


men and most highly respected citizens of 
Marion county, and who served with ability 


tinued up to his death, in 1884. In addition 


to handling and manufacturing great quanti- 


and credit as a member of the legislature of | 


Virginia and West Virginia, was a son of © 
William and Hannah (Meredith) Prichard, | 


and was born in Marion county, Virginia | 


(now West Virginia), October 31, 1822. His 


father, William Prichard, was of distinguished | 


Welsh descent, and a member of one of the 
old and highly respected families of the valley 
of Virginia. He was born in Loudon county, 
Virginia, February 17, 1777, and after resid- 
ing some time in western Maryland, removed 
to Marion county, where he lived to see his 


eighty-ninth birthday, 


odist, and wedded Hannah Meredith, a native 
of southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Alpheus Prichard grew to manhood on the 
farm, received his education in the old sub- 
scription schools, and taught for a short time. 
He then turned his attention to commercial 


and industrial pursuits, for which he was well | 
qualified by natural ability and remarkable | 
energy. He first embarked in the mercan- | 


tile business, and in 1849 removed to Man- 
nington, where he conducted a large mer- 


cantile establishment for thirteen years. At 


the end of that time he disposed of his | 
store and goods, and a year later, with Nim- | 
rod Morgan and J. Hibbs, purchased the | 


second portable saw-mill ever brought into 
the county. He operated his mill up to 1873, 
when he turned his attention to the purchase 


and sale of lumber, in which he was very suc- | 


cessful. 
ployed in his large lumber transactions, he 
opened a store, which he conducted from 


1877 to 1882, and in 1879 he embarked in | 


and passed away | 
in April, 1866. He was a whig anda Meth- | 


Not finding his time entirely em- | 








ties of lumber, he owned a large tract of good 
farming and grazing land. In political faith, 
Mr. Prichard was a prominent democrat, of 
clear and emphatic views. He soon came to 
the front in the political affairs of his district, 
where he served asa magistrate for several 
years, and in a short time attained promi- 
nence in the county councils of his party. He 
represented Marion county in the general 
assembly of Virginia in the session of 1859- 
‘60; and in the West Virginia legislature in 
the sessions of 1870-’71, and 1871-72, and 
was a member of several important commit- 


In 
the West Virginia legislature he was a mem- 


tees at each session which he attended. 


ber when the constitutional bill of 1872 was 
passed, and when the state officers, Bennett 
and Burdett, were impeached. He was always 
interested in congressional and state conven- 
tions of his party, and was a member of the 
Piedmont convention that nominated Hon. 
William L. Wilson (afterwards author of the 
Wilson bill) for congress in the Second dis- 
trict of West Virginia. 

On August 2, 1849, Mr. 
united in marriage with Millie A. Furbee, a 


Prichard was 


daughter of James Furbee, and a sister of 
State Senator James H. Furbee. To this 
union were born four sons and two daugh- 
ters: Hon. Charles A.; Mary L., wife of 
William P. Burt; William H., deceased; 
Major Arthur L., Fannie J., and Fred. A. 
Fannie J. Prichard was educated in the Fair- 
mont State Normal school and a female semi- 
nary at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where she 
only took music and painting, and here she 
won the gold medal prize for the finest paint- 
ing in a picture that portrays sea and sky in 
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acalm after a storm. After graduating, she | (Furbee) Prichard, and was born at Manning- 


taught for two years, then became manager 
at Philadelphia for the Inter-Ocean Publish- 
ing company. Fred. A. Prichard received his 
in the 


education Fairmont State 


| 
| 
| 


Normal | 


school and the West Virginia University, and | 


in 1890 opened a store at Mannington, where 
‘he makes a specialty of oil and gas well sup- 
plies. 

Alpheus Prichard had early formed his 
political opinions, and to him they were con- 
victions based upon the great principles of 
right and justice, and not formed from expe- 

He had force of 
character, good judgment and persistent ap- 


diency or self-interest. 


plication, and was a logical reasoner. He had 
a commanding influence, resulting from his 
force of character, vigorous thought and 
sound judgment. He knew no fear; ambi- 
tion and selfish interest never tempted to a 
deed that could destroy his own self-respect 
or forfeit the respect of others for him. He 
gradually wore out in the battle of life, and 
peacefully passed to the spirit-world on 
August 28, 1884. A few hours later, in the 
Mannington cemetery, his devoted wife, his 
mourning children, his sorrowing neighbors, 
his business associates and his many friends, 
with sad hearts committed all that was earthly 
of Alpheus Prichard to its last and final rest- 
ing place. But the grave ends not the life of 
sucha man, whose life record was clear of stain, 
and his memory is fondly cherished in the 
kind and loving hearts that he left behind him. 


————————_—S—--_-_-—- 


Mere ARTHUR L. PRICHARD, sec- | 


retary and manager of the T. M. Jackson 
Oil and Gas company, and who has a fine 
record as a man of superior tact and business 
ability, is a son of Hon. Alpheus and Millie A. 











ton, Marion county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), March 11,1857. Hon. Alpheus Prichard 
was a native of Marion county, and his ances- 
tral history will be found in the sketch of 
him which appears elsewhere in this book, 

A. L. Prichard received his education in 
the Mannington schools, and in 1875 became 
manager of the Mannington flouring mills, 
which position he resigned in the fall of 1876 
to engage in the mercantile business, in which 
he remained three years. He then became a 
partner with his father in the manufacture of 
lumber, in Marion and Wetzel counties, where 
they operated up to 1882, when the partner- 
ship was dissolved. Mr. Prichard, however, 
continued in the lumber business until Febru- 
ary 
the secretary and manager of the T. M. Jack- 


n 
29) 


1890, when he became a member and 


son Oil and Gas company, organized on that 
day by Professor I. C. White. 
ing year Mr. Prichard and his cousin, A. W. 


In the preced- 


Prichard, under the direction of Professors 
I. C. White and T. M. Jackson, of the West 
Virginia University, had secured a large num- 
ber of land leases in the Mannington oil fields. 
The members of the company are Professor I. 
C. White, Professor T. M. Jackson, Hon. C. 
L. Smith, A. W. Prichard, and Major A. L. 
Prichard. The company owns large tracts of 
valuable oil territory, and the lands of the 
Flaggy Meadow Gas company. Mr. Prichard 
has shown rare tact and superior business 
ability in the management of the various en- 
terprises with which he has been connected. 
He gets his title of major from serving in the 
West Virginia militia. He became a member 
of company “C” of that body, was commis- 
sioned captain, and afterwards was made 
quartermaster, with the rank of major, under 


Brigadier-General C. P. Snyder and Brigadier- 
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General B. D. Spillman. He is a member of 


Evening Star Lodge, No. 54, Independent | 


Order of Odd Fellows, and since 1881 has 
held membership in the Grand Lodge of West 
Virginia of that order. 

Major Prichard is a strong democrat, and 
has always taken an active and intelligent in- 
terest in political affairs. He was a member 
of the congressional convention that met at 
Martinsburg, and on August 22, 1894, nomin- 
ated William L. Wilson for Congress, while 
his father was a member of the convention 
that gave Mr. Wilson his first nomination for 
Congress. 

On October 12, 1881, Major Prichard was 
united in marriage with Mary L. Woodburn, 
of Moundsville, West Virginia. The mar- 
riage ceremony was performed by Rev. T. 
M. Warden, who twelve years later preached 
the funeral sermon of Mrs. Prichard, who 
passed away August 20, 1893, at thirty-five 
years of age. To Major and Mrs. Prichard 
were born three children: Gypsey B., Hugh 
W., and Lena B. 

Major Prichard is well qualified for business 
pursuits, and the control of large and compli- 
cated enterprises. He is careful, cautious, yet 
not timid or easily discouraged, and has been 
uniformly successful in the various business 
enterprises in which he has been engaged. 





Ss 





pD® DAVID C. COPLIN, physician at 

Boothville, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, was born near Pruntytown, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, August 30, 1845, and 


is a descendant of one of the oldest families of | 


Virginia. 
paternal side of the family, was a native of 
Rockingham county, where he was the owner 
of a large estate. He had two sons, Jacob and 


His great-great-grandfather, on the | 





Benjamin, and under the old English laws the 
eldest son inherited the estate. Thus it was 
that the Coplin estate was inherited by Jacob. 
Benjamin then emigrated to Harrison county, 


locating in the county when a large part of it 


was a wilderness, and was infested with roving 


bands of savages, with whom he frequently 
came in contact. He became an extensive 
farmer and land dealer, and at one time owned 
all the land lying between the city of Clarks- 
burg and the village of Bridgeport, in Har- 
rison county. The name was formerly written 
Copeland, but Benjamin changed it to Coplin, 
and the family has since adhered to that name. 
Benjamin Coplin was twice married. His first 
union was with a Miss Shinn, a representative 
of another old and highly-respected family of 
Harrison county. This marriage resulted in 
the birth of thirteen children, among whom 
were: Jacob, who was at one time sheriff of 
Harrison county; Benjamin, Rachel, Lucretia, 
and Debora. 

His second marriage resulted inthe birth of 
a large family of eleven children, twenty-four 
in all, and nearly all grew to maturity. The 
last family nearly all removed to Indiana, and 
are scattered throughout many of the western 
states. David Coplin, grandfather, was born 
near Clarksburg, Harrison county, on Decem- 
ber 5, 1786, and died in December, 1881. He 
was a man of considerable business enterprise, 
and as a farmer was successful and prosperous. 
He farmed first for a number of years in Har- 
rison county, then in Taylor county, where he 
died. He took an active part in the organiza- 
tion, equipment, and drilling of the Virginia 
militia; in which military body he held the 
commission of colonel. Colonel Coplin in his 
earlier days was a democrat, but upon the 
issues of the party anent the Civil War, he 


could not support its policies, and became a 













































oat rTetOo WOLAAM FO 
lund ble ott rebaw bas nimsinaf | lo 1sdaam #2 oH nsrillige a oa! 
oti ettT .otates oft botinesini aoe deob lg | tnabnagabal..p2 0 ,sgbo.1 ane. 
vd betinedni aew sistas nilqoD sd? gad) _ esd, 1881 sopiz bae ewollst bbO. 9 19b10 
comshi ot beter girs nord nimejnell | tea Ww lo aac bane oft ai qitleradin a bi: ; 

iz ashio terit Jo sinigall 
sea eew bas exsorsbliw seaw | bas paenee Quote £ ei bisdoind a0 


« } . 


a | od motiw sdiw ,eopevse Yo ebaad | -m insgilisini bne avitos ne noled ey 








ry 
nie 


- 


aod yinues ot ni paideool, 


is 


- seinessd oH gaosteos mi oerad | 1adeomenesw oH  zvistis leaitilog ahaa 
e-omit one je-bne.volesb bas! ban vermet,| 3s Jom ted) noitnevncs lnnoiestgnos on: 
euguA ao bas awd 


ae tic 
as Le 


-nimon 28! , 


“iio of naewted paiyl basl + ec 

lidlw jeesrgaod rob noel Wl .t mail iW & 
: : fa 
asitnw visrrto eswomes etl .yinues nozn | Aoazynoe9 ad? lo wedmem & asw rilts 


| 
| 
} a tvete 
on) of ti begnad> nimejned tud ,basiaqod | 12 aoitenimon tet eid aoaliW aM 


re] 


bs jro@oebrill Yo auolliv ont base gawd 


=, = 


‘ — dx be 
Sori 250 ¥' mat oct bos 


wet aH .bohsem saiwi 2ew oilgoDnimsins | 2aw bisdoith rois0861 29 todo 
7 — it ) ' ‘ oy siatien at f 
ovideinorsae: a mide ceili « Bien eaw soine | soudbooW «i qrel4 aiow sgeniem, 


} 

: : 2 4 , F } __ aa Te om ttt Pane 
vinwnsl botesges-vithgid bes blo velions to | -1em on] sini qaoV/ olivebow 
- , . , ~ < 7 } i rT ing 
j | T veil vd boanohieg esw ynomer 

| 
} 











modw ynomes tbl restiul) to dtrid ods | bedonsq witel wey 
» Hirsdte ent 3 odw ,done] sw | ofw Jnadond aM 0 
i ul isdon A »pimajastl nuod noarmall | svilsgnid? 16 .go84 Of ian {ows 
rods bas | bredoit4d 2M bre coin oT . 296 
1 divkt off'e) bstlvcsreseinem bnosse iH = daw A -yeaqy: :morblido sold eae 
ot iptasnt. movblida ims to ylion@ strsi « 
sit .viiwiem ot ware Us yhesa bas is ni zesieud yet beitilesp Mov er! rehicyh > 
by sanibal ot hover iis yiresn yliend tex! jiqueo bas ogi to lortnoe -9 
risteaw adi lo yas twodgperil? bawsttece o11 toy ,2uoituss lobes ei sH ‘ase 2b 
nod caw asteibecrwe wilgoD bive(l .eotste | aced est! bas boysimoszib lizse 20 bi! 
-msseG ne or goo H wivdeshal wer | ezaniaud evoiav sl? a liieesooue. len 
H 2881 edeaso 5 08% sad | begayno nssd earl on doidvetti aoein L 
v 22983 910 ment & 2sw 
GROW ive 525 bas aay epee | 
osH ai evsey lo wdmun 6 1lea beam | js -asbieylq WII09 aad 
oth eadw opawor volveT si nadt paowos moeie | iV te9W. pao. ont piel aliviiood.. 
-ssineygie orld mi 1ieq avitoR ne Ape sH ibsih | rolysT ,nwotygmnd 12008 mod sw él 
siniati¥ alt lo paillnb bas Aner nqiups » roid , bas .2p81 0¢ tewQué .sinigniV i 
oft bled od. ybod wistilim sthoidher ob jeiailien | Yo esilims? tevblo oli to eno to dasbo 


zi ni mtiqo. ler ola? Lanseshees) lo noizenames | ol) no eRe INE ere-in! 
ot, nogu ant eee & egw eysh wwihes | lo eviten a enw liens. odd. 
ad asW livid off tasna ¥ jag oti lo. esueai | -ronwo oil enw ot oro 2 a 0m 


s omeasd bas ,edizileg efi Noqqué jon bloos nena } beck oll — 


ieee 


160 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





republican. He was one of the first members 


of the Masonic fraternity in this section of the | 


state. 
county, and had eight children: 


He married Mary Corbin, of Taylor | 
Francis, | 


father; Benjamin, a farmer of Taylor county; | 


Nancy, who married John Greathouse, of 


Taylor county, now deceased; William, de- | 


ceased, lived at Pruntytown, Taylor county; | 


' Sarah, dead, was the wife of John Robinson, 
of this county, late of Jackson county, this 
State; Elizabeth, widow of Daniel Morris, 
formerly editor of the Famzly Visitor of Prunty- 
town and Fairmont; Anderson, deceased, late 


of Wood county, West Virginia; Henrietta, © 


dead, was the wife of John Prunty, of Taylor 
county. 


Francis Coplin, father, was born in Harrison 


county, December 5, 1810. He now resides 


about four miles west of Pruntytown, Taylor — 


county, on a farm consisting of about five 
hundred acres. 


| 


His life-work has been that | 
of farming and stock-raising, from which he- 


has realized a fair competency. He married | 
Nancy, a daughter of George Morgan, a> 


farmer of Taylor county, and a descendant of | 


- the old Morgan family, so prominent in the | 


history of this section of the State. 
Morgan family history appears elsewhere in 


this book.) This marriage was fruitful in the 


birth of nine children: Asa, who entered the © 
Civil War in company “F,” Third regiment | 


West Virginia infantry, and was commissioned | 


first lieutenant; was wounded at the second 
battle of Bull Run, from which wound he 


died; Daniel, a farmer of Taylor county; — 


Virginia D., widow of the late Josiah Morgan ; 
Dr. David C.; Achsah, wife of Howard 


Cather, of Flemington, Taylor county; Mary | 


C.; Alice, deceased; Emma, deceased, was 
the wife of Columbus West, of Taylor county, 
and George, a farmer of Taylor county. 





Dr. Coplin was reared as a farmer boy of 
Taylor county, and was educated in the com- 
mon schools and in the West Virginia College 
at Flemington. In 1871 he took up the study 
of medicine in the office of Dr. T. I. Elliott, 
of Flemington. In the autumn of 1873 he 
matriculated in the medical department of 
the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, and-in 1876 entered the medical 
department of the University of Maryland, at 
Baltimore, from which he graduated in 1877. 
He located at once at Boothsville, Marion 
county, and entered earnestly, and from the 
start successfully, upon the practice of his 
chosen profession. The doctor keeps fully 
abreast of the great profession of medicine, is 
a liberal reader and student of the current 
literature of the profession, and is a member 
of the State Medical Society of West Virginia. 
He is a republican in principle, and for four 
years served as treasurer of the board of. pen- 
sion examiners of the State. 

On April 7, 1878, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Alice, a daughter of the late Green- 
berry Wilson, formerly of Pennsylvania, but 
later of Boothsville, where he was a justice of 
the peace and a blacksmith. He died Septem- 
ber 17, 1883. Dr. Coplin and Alice (Wilson) 
Coplin are the parents of two children: Mary, 
a student of the Broaddus Classical and Scien- 
tific Institute at Clarksburg, and Nancy. 


R. H. SANFORD YOST, physician and 
surgeon of Fairview, Marion county, 
West Virginia, was born in Fairview, April 
28, 1869, a son of Dr. Josiah and Harriet 
(Neptune) Yost. 


of those numerous southern German families, 


He is a descendant of one 


who, seeking to better their condition, left the 
Fatherland with its crowded economic condi- 
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tions and emigrated to the United States. 
His ancestors settled in the beginning of the 
eighteenth century near the present city of 
Trenton, New Jersey, whence they drifted west 
and became the founders of the family in this 
part of West Virginia (then Virginia). They 
were among the pioneer families in what is 
The 
great-grandfather of Dr. Sanford Yost was 
John Yost, born near Cumberland, Maryland, 


now Monongalia and Marion counties. 


whence he emigrated to Monongalia county, 
and settled on Indian creek. 

Aaron Yost, grandfather, was born in Marion 
county, took up agriculture as a means of se- 
curing a livelihood and died in the district of 
his nativity. He married Sarah Pitzer, a 
Marion county lady, and they became the 
parents of ten children, three sons and seven 
daughters. All are now deceased; five died 
young, they were as follows: Susanna, mar- 
ried Samuel Veech; Elizabeth, became the 
wife of Richard Poling; Mary, Delia, Helen 
and Rachel, died young; Dr. Josiah, father; 
Garlmida, became the consort of Z. J. Martin; 
Westley and Jonah, died young. 

Aaron Yost died in about the year 1870, at 
the age of seventy-five years, and his wife in 
1885, at the age of seventy-eight years. 

Dr. Yost’s father was born in Paw Paw dis- 
trict, Marion county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), June I1, 1834, and died March 28, 
1876. He was educated primarily in the pub- 
lic schools of his district and having deter- 
mined upon the study of medicine as a profes- 
sion, entered under the preceptorship of the 
late Dr. Fielding H. Yost, of Fairview. He 
was of the eclectic school of physicians, and 
during his fifteen years’ practice in Fairview 
built up a flourishing practice. He died from 
the effects of injuries sustained by being 
thrown from a horse. 

2—11 


In addition to his prac- 





tice of medicine he was largely interested in 
agricultural and mercantile pursuits, owning a 
drug store in Fairview, this district. 

Politically he was a democrat and served as 
president of the board of education a number 
of terms and collector of school tax. 

On April 30, 1867, he married Miss Har- 
riet, a daughter of Samuel Neptune, a farmer 
of Paw Paw district. Three children were 
the issue of this union: Dr. H. Sanford, sub- 
ject; Rosa D., wife of Dr. D. L. L. Yost, whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work, and 
Franklin Josiah, of Fairview. Dr. Yost re- 
ceived his preparatory education in the public 
schools of the county, and in the Fairmont 
normal school and Central normal college, of 
Danville, Indiana, graduating from the pre- 
paratory medical department of the latter. 
He then in September, 1888, entered the 
Eclectic College of Medicine at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, from which institution he was gradu- 
ated in February, 1890. He then located in 
Fairview, where he has since successfully prac- 
ticed his profession. 

In the fraternal world he is a member of the 


| following popular and influential orders: Mill 


City Lodge, No. 110, I. O. O. F., of which he 
is a past grand; Petroleum Council, No. 56, 
Jr. O. U. A. M., of Fairview, of which he is 
past counselor and ex-representative to the 
State Council; Washington Camp, No. 5, 
P. O. S. of A., at Indianapolis. 

In political sentiment Dr. Yost is a prohi- 
bitionist, and is a member of the pension ex- 
amining board of surgeons of Marion county. 
On August 28, 1890, he married Leonora, a 
daughter of R. L. Philips, an ex-justice of the 
peace and farmer of Paw Paw district. Two 
sons, Herschel Remembrance and _ Josiah, 


bless this marriage union. 








ateanah — a sninibem 26 9513 
] mi 1h f : TODS 1 DH 
wo fina wd sliinsstem bre lerilusinge 
rity ery j ron va1e * ha Le) } vl 
‘oe A. x nase: asl laebhinel 
t ee DOF. THIDOMIDL & aw Sih Vi“ silo 
mis Nou subyo t” yin re ar to trun mq 
‘ni loarlye io 10 1» bas efor) to 
fi Ts of 3 p ling’ nu 
nisi nuiqo’ foumac jo % ob # Jon 
‘ . 
as " id IOIMD ¥ Wei to 
" ots 4 sf nom | io suse. ot 
; aft % Bias al > tone 
3 i Ff PTE yo ae. | ‘iH Ji 
; - Sos Sina le 
i ' IW <t nt = stf > 2tLocgde nod ne. 
A v ‘ “a ee | 
3 tao 74 WrOlVIHt to a alas 
Mmowegotte OSE, jody Att MS Viao 
. oh - P ben 
Ingen j i Cit ») SHI OO SiOonae 
: ' a vee ea ; 
") } 1h 3 crt Jul m2 brs joono2e Anon 
sit v wgvos CNhaiw : vend 
4 
bs ly - — f. : : - 
oH I i atl ! i "i O41 
x «1 a “ 
- ’ ‘ tie , *~y ew tt} tess } isi! q 
rs . " 7k i. — 7 o 
eM Th 2 i 0 ag) O07 D1 
e * rey * 
rh 2Ew oft (on rt wry ici I uh 
: Fs ws 
S383 [ rt si Pate 9 im. 5 
5 P e 
uray git we sone wed od soy wore’ 
401 2ipheaty j phi hae yi? 
r * 
at to vadinedi o 2i ot bie toerstetl ont mt 
ne oe fy o P « rs 
It ¥y 273 (ONGUAR DAR pend Gnrewond 
, sy \.  # 7 a i ~*~ 
1 fhe Mt) , OL A, [ vi ORDO Yah. 
> ' aber: «it - ‘ . 
 . i eer ants § le tit he P b> ae | igit Ly & 21 
\ 
P 7 > * —, «x. 2 - 
dt deidw Yo .woiwtied to . MA UO 
3 ’ fay. 1WiQi-z9 DNS WOMs2Hnvayg SAE] 
‘a ” {2 » Eeneerace sictin 
i ; a 1 peeryyhikics v¥ HoncoT heared c 
ar ‘ =. ’ Pr 
eto eh IL gt) jo < O ’ | 
om ; Lo a 7 ae es ee re 
ido, 5. sideoY all tmomitase Insitilog al 
+4 i 4 , 7 = ‘ t : = So) & 
- momneag of i Cima 2 2) OOS Jeune 
A = 
* 
Sfint 9 2nosywe 10 bere d yeinimns 
ea eCy « } pom, St a 7 2s f. 
£ .B1OnG9.] iniem sl oot! ic teugrA aQ 
ofl} lo sotiguy-x> 16 eaili A oh 8,10 © 19tdys BO 


$ ib wel wel to x9mvuel gts 32699 


Jaw 


9g wl 
’ 1? 
istoeshi.. .emoz 


sinem 2ult eeold 


sizol bas soumdmemnod 


; 3D 
| 


Mitestet 





Yo ytin tnsesig sil 


aHoy 
- ad * 
| im oRer teey odd Juods ‘ni: boib seo 10 


YTMUOD KONA FO 


















































ey ey botinU alt of _botergime: “bas 
aft Jo gainaiged orl) ai balites, exotesoti 
waa \ourtase i 
boftinb ysrl? sonarlw sysers], wo nose 
ni wired $41 to erobawolodt, 9 
sinigui¥ seoW Me 


ei indw of sgilimsl wsn0ig silt ‘poomaean 


. 
* 


teow 


Por oie 
aind baie we 


youll  {ninigii¥ noili) « 


odT ealinuey moinalf bns « iizgnoio 
esw t40Y troinse 11 jo. r9ddtethe aTy ' 


oosigeM, ,bashedmuD re90 mod de 
“ginue? pilegnonoll ot bstargims ade 

wlsois onibal ao beltige 
moins ME. et sod aaw odiatbnary eo 1016A 
92 lo sagem 6 an sutuoiTgs qu 
‘lo dointeib silt ni baib bas boodilevl i 4 
dese boinen sH vivitea 


odt omseosd yod? bee ,ybal mail 


est 


fh 


92 bags enor Soult aiblids oot to 


te 

beib avi ;baessysb won oa HA 
gm samnee 3 enna: 8 s19W vod 
sald sisved htodasilz 

-nolsHt yikes joel wane a inadoil 


b oth Jodont - 
to noenoo oft sinazed cabin 
boib drool bas 


total Heieol 7 ;Q0n0y 


a 


+ ptt 
; CUO ae ha 


bau w1e9y 


ova~¥ inoves to ay 4 y 
ol ayer 

21ssy dngis-nsvea Jo ays ont 6 288A 

wal ni mod eaw volte e'je0% ¥ a. 


ee * 


ni olive 


- Pa 
~2tp Wet 


-ui¥ jeoW won) siniigni'V ¥ > qinsos not Ms 
e . {, 
.8s dow beib bes 284 81 amu sf 


-dyq oi ni glinsming bejsoubs eaw oH: an8 I 

soiob goivad bas tointeib, id ol doo 
ore he) 

-edloig & 26 onivibom to ybute odd mog 1s bai a8 


silt Yo gifletaiqooeg sei? bow ainag ie 


oH .woinisl Yo seo |H gniblsit, 
bre emuisiaydg Yo loos: a 2 > 


weirs ai ssitosig ‘mnsoy 1 


as bail bia ' Teese s=- 


162 


ILLIAM LINN, a prosperous farmer 
and respected citizen of Union district, 
Marion county, is a son of Samuel and Anzy 
(Reese) Linn, and was born near Valley Falls, 
in what is now Union district, Marion county, 
West Virginia (then Virginia), February 9, 
1824. His grandfather was William Linn, 
a farmer of Union district, where he died. 
He married, and they became the parents of 
seven children, five sons and two daughters : 
John, William, Hugh, Gibson, Samuel, Anna 
and Sallie. 

Samuel Linn, father, was born in Mineral 
county, Virginia, on September 22, 1789, and 
died, in 1852, at the age of sixty-three years. 
He located in Union district, this county, in 
1835, and lived in the district the remainder 
of his life. He commenced the battle of life 
on his own account very poor, and by dint of 
industry, perseverance and economy accumu- 
lated a handsome competency. On December 
-25, 1823, he married Anzy Reese, who was 
born February 17, 1801, and died March 8, 
- 1893, a daughter of George Reese, of Union 
district. Nine children, four sons and five 
daughters, were born to their marriage union: 
William, a farmer of Union district; Mary, 
wife of William Barnes, also a farmer of that 
district; George, a farmer of the same district; 
Nancy, wife of Alexander McCalister, a farmer 
of Grant district; Isabelle, wife of Robert 
Vance, a carpenter by trade; John, a farmer 
of Grant district ; Sarah Ann, wife of Westley 
Hull, a jeweler of Grafton, West Virginia; 
Margaret, widow of Newton Hughes, she now 
resides in Palatine; Hugh R., whose sketch 
appears elsewhere. 

William Linn was reared upon his father’s 
farm, and has made farming his life-work. 
Religiously, he is a member of the Palatine 
Baptist church; a republican in political affilia- 





BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





tion, and has served four years as president of 
the board of education in his district. 

On February 10, 1848, he married Elizabeth, 
a daughter of Anthony Johnson, a blacksmith 
and carpenter of this county. To this union 
was born ten children: Samuel J., a railroad 
foreman for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
company; Martha A., John C., died in infancy ; 
Mary A., wife of John R. Wilson, of Benton’s 
Ferry; Lewis A., of Benton’s Ferry; Margaret 
L., wife of James Bainbridge, of near Benton's 
Ferry; George B.,a farmer of Union district ; 
and Virginia E., Lucinda C., and Ira M., at 
home. 


APTAIN P. G. WEST, an officer of the 

late war, and a successful business man 

of Logansport, is a son of Hon. James G. and 

Jemima (Thorn) West, and was born in Tyler 

county, Virginia (now Wetzel county, West 
Virginia), September 25, 1825. 

The Wests are of Welsh and Irish extrac- 
tion. Major John West, the paternal grand- 
father of our subject, settled in Monongalia 
county, Virginia, prior to the Revolutionary 
War. 
contributed largely to the county’s early de- 
velopment. He and his two sons, James G. 
and David, were soldiers in the War of 1812, 
our second struggle for independence with Great 
Britain, and were stationed during their service 
at Norfolk, Virginia. john West was a man 
of considerable executive ability, and a good 


Here he became a pioneer farmer, and 


| organizer, in recognition of which the rank of 


major was conferred upon him. He married 
Catharine Morgan, a daughter of David Mor- 
gan, the famous Indian fighter of the upper 
Monongahela valley. Major and Mrs. West 
were the parents of eight children, all of whom 


are deceased: Zacquell, David, John, James 
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G., Stephen, Bushrod, Mrs. Sarah Musgrave, 
and Mrs. Mary Snyder. 

One of these sons, James G., the father of 
Captain West, was born on the waters of Fish- 
ing creek, in Grant district, in Monongalia 
county, Virginia, in 1794, and resided there 
until 1824, when he settled in Tyler county 
(now Wetzel), he resided there until 1861, then 
settled in Marion county, Mannington district, 
where he died October 20, 1872. 
democrat until 1860, when he voted for Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the first republican president 
elected, and from that time he was identi- 


He was a 


fied with the republican party, in whose coun- 
cils he was prominent and influential. He was 
justice of the peace nearly half a century, a 
member of the West Virginia legislature about 
twenty years, including two terms in the State 
senate. As a legislator he was aggressive, 
public-spirited, and true to the interests of his 
constituency, and during his service as such 
was instrumental in the passage of the bill 
creating Wetzel county, and in securing the 
appropriation for the building of the pike, 
extending from Brandonville and New Mar- 
tinsville to the Ohio river. He took a leading 
part in the organization of the new State of 
West Virginia, and was a delegate to the con- 
stitutional convention which met at Wheeling 
in 1861, and formed the State constitution. 
He also superintended the building of the pike 
from Waynesburg to Middleburn. Religiously, 
he was identified with the Methodist Episcopal 
church, in which he was a local minister for 
many years. Kind, benevolent, generous, and 
actuated in all things by a true Christian 
spirit, he did much for the amelioration of 
humanity, through dissemination and promul- 
gation of the Christian faith. 

In 1719 he wedded Jemima, a daughter of 
Joshua Thorn, and to their union were born 





eleven children: Charles N., deceased; Mrs. 
Elmira J. Snodgrass and Ann Jemima, de- 
ceased; Captain P. G., subject; Mary M., 
deceased; Lucinda C., deceased; James G.,, 
deceased; Stephen M., deceased; Sanson G.; 
Mrs. Sarah M. Kyle; and Mrs. Martha M. 
Mrs. West died in 1863, aged 
years, and Mr. West took for his second wife 


Morgan. 


Mary Morris, who bore him four children: 
Mrs. Jane L. Thorn, Boaz G., Mrs. Hulda C. 
Sturm, and James B. 

Upon the breaking out of the Civil War, 
Wetzel county was recognized as being the 
banner county in the State for secession and 
rebellion, and in order to live there it was 
necessary for the people of that county to 
commence their defence early, and work hard 
and late in order to be able to stay on the 
south side of the Ohio river. Captain West 
found that without an organization he could 
do no good. This led him to organize a 
home-guard company. When Governor Pier- 
pont legalized the organization of patrols, his 
organization was changed. Not long after 
that, their services were needed in some of the 
adjoining counties. In consultation with Gov- 
ernor Pierpont it was thought they could do 
more good by taking the position of State 
volunteers, so Captain West made the change 
and stood as such until another trouble arose. 
[he State was called upon by President Lin- 
coln for men. For some time it seemed that 
the quota could not be raised. Governor 
Pierpont, knowing Captain West had brought 
his company several steps, and knowing that 
things were in much better shape in this part 
of the State than they had been, asked him if 
he thought he could raise an independent 
company for the United States service, and 
Captain West 
wrote him he thought he could. Ina short 


thereby help to prevent a draft. 
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time he made arrangements with the secretary 
of war to authorize Captain West to enlist an 
independent company for United States ser- 
vice, and forwarded to him a recruiting com- 
mission, in November, 1862. He had arrange- 
ments made with his two lieutenants to assist 
all they could if he got the order. When it 
came, J. S. Musgrave and Jesse F. Snodgrass, 
his lieutenants, and himself, went to work. 
They worked almost day and night until they 
enlisted eighty-three men, the smallest number 
that could be mustered into service. Captain 
West landed them in the city of Wheeling on 
December 24, 1862 
duty and handling prisoners until his company 
was honorably discharged in April, 1864. A 
number of these men were afraid they would 


, and there kept on guard 


be turned over to other officers, and Captain 
West had to promise the parents of some of 
his young recruits that he would not turn 
their boys over to other officers. He gotalong 
very pleasantly until his health failed from ex- 
posure and over-exertion, and he was advised 
by his doctor to leave the city. He could not do 
that without turning his men over to other 
officers ; 
promise that he would not do; 


to do that would be to violate his 
so,as a last 
resort, to keep his promise, and, as he then 
thought, to come home to die with his family, 
he would try to get his company discharged. 
By the assistance of some of his superior offi- 
cers, who were his personal friends, he suc- 
ceeded in getting his company honorably 
discharged, when their term of enlistment was 
only half out. 


In the fall of 1866 one West purchased | 


a farm at Logansport, in Mannington district, 


upon which he has since resided, engaged in | 


agricultural pursuits. 
In connection with this, he owns and oper- 


ates the Logansport flouring mills, and also a ' 





half interest in eleven hundred acres of valu- 
able timber land in Wetzel county. 

He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, in which he is a zealous and faithful 
worker, and a liberal contributor. 

In 1850 Captain West and Miss Mary C. 
Musgrave, a daughter of James Musgrave, of 
Grant district, Wetzel county, were united in 
marriage, and to their union has been born one 
daughter: Sarah Jane, who has been twice 
married. Her first marriage was with Gordon 
B. Vincent, and her second and last was with 
Hon. John A. Hoge, who is engaged in mer- 
chandizing and lumbering in Wetzel county, 
this State, and who is now a member of the 


State Senate, elected in November, 1894. 
a a ee 


Shires BRIGHT, an industrious and 
successful business man, of Fairmont, 
West Virginia, who has won his way by con- 
tinuous toil and careful and economical busi- 
ness methods, is ason of Elcaney C.and Annie 
Isabell Bright, and was born at Morgantown, 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), May 21, 1855. 
Elcaney Bright was born near Collen’s ferry 
in Monongalia county, on March 5, 1830. 
The son of a farmer, he was reared upon his 
father’s farm, and remained there employed in 
farming until eleven years of age, in 1841, when 
he removed to Morgantown and drove a wagon 
until he was fifteen years old. Then he owned 
and conducted a stage line, running at different 
times to Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and Clarks- 


burg and Fairmont, this State. He resided 


| in Morgantown until 1881, when in August of 


that year he removed his line to Hampshire 
county and his family to Keyser, Mineral 
county, and operated the stage between Key- 
ser and Moorefield until 1885, when he ran 
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from Keyser to Petersburg until 1889. Upon 
the latter date he changed the line and ran 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


from Keyser to Moorefield junction, and also | 


ran a line for two years to Maysville. This 
he sold out and ran a coal-yard and livery 
stable until April 15, 1895, when he sold his 


| 
| 
| 


livery stable to his son Jesse, and has recently | 


purchased the stage line from Burlington to 
It 


is estimated that during his long experience 


Petersburg and now operates both lines. 


as a stage-driver, he has traveled a distance 
that would encompass the globe and claims 
that he has owned in his lifetime not less than 
two hundred horses. Sober and industrious, 
he is well known as an honest, upright and 
reliable citizen. He is a stanch and uncom- 
promising republican, and a strict and consist- 
ent member of the Methodist Protestant 
church, since fifteen years of age. On April 
26, 1849, he married Annie Isabell Miller, 
at her father’s residlence, in Morgantown, West 
Virginia, who was born on July 30, 1830, and 
13, Un882iiicShe 


daughter of Armous Miller, who was a miller 


who died January was a 
by trade and who for many years operated the 
Osage Mill, on Scott’s run, in Monongalia 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Bright were the parents 
of nine children: three sons andtwo daughters 
Martha 
wedded William Brooke, who is a carpenter 


are living, the others died young. 


and undertaker of McKeesport, Pennsylvania ; 
George R., who resides at Keyser, is in the 


employ of his father ; Simeon, subject ; Minnie | 


V., became the wife of Charles Nuzum, who is 
a painter of Fairmont; and Jesse M., who re- 
sides at Keyser, is engaged in the livery, feed 
and coal business, and married Mamie M., a 
daughter of J. D. McIlwee, a painter of Rom- 
ney, Hampshire county, West Virginia. 
Simeon Bright attended the free schools of 
Morgantown until he was fourteen years of 


¢ 





| conducted by another person. 


age. At that early age he began to drive hack 
for his father, and continued until 1879, when 
he located at Fairmont, his present home and 
In October of that year, he 
opened a livery, sale and feed stable which he 


place of business. 


has since conducted successfully. In addition 
to this, he owns sixteen acres of valuable land, 
one mile west of Fairmont, and from 1893 to 
1895, he owned a blacksmith shop which was 
Fraternally he 
is a member of Marion Lodge, No. 11, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and of Mutual 
Lodge, No. 449, Knights of Honor. Febru- 
ary, 1878, Mr. Bright and Miss Jeannette, a 
daughter of Thomas R. Hite, were united in 
marriage, and to their union have been born 
twochildren: Jeannette L.and Carrie E. C.; the 
former was born September 11, 1879, and the 
latter February 21, 1881. | 
Thomas R. Hite is a native of Monongalia 
county, born near Morgantown, February 14, 
1826. In 1852, he came to near Fairmont; 
but after a short residence there and after a 
number of changes of location, he finally set- 
tled in 1874, upon what is knownas the Wiley 
farm, near Farmington, where he has since re- 
sided, 
a firm believer in the doctrines of republican- 


He has been a farmer all his life, and 


ism. His marital union, in October, 1851, with 
Elizabeth, born January, 1825, a daughter of 
the late Andrew McCray, of Marion county, 
resulted in the birth of five children: Rev. 
Raymond, who is an able minister of the United 
Brethren church, is located at Troy, Gilmer 
county, this State; John F.,of Fairmont; Ben- 
jamin F.,a farmer of West Fairmont; Mrs. 
Simeon Bright, and Mary E., the consort of 
C. M. Fawcett, of West Fairmont. Mrs. Hite 
died August 3, 1861, and Mr. Hite married as 
his second wife,in October, 1862, Jane Menear, 
and they became the parents of six chil- 
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dren: Maude, the wife of Peter Dragoo, a 
farmer of near Farmington; Lucy, the wife of 
Frank Dickerson, a member of the firm of 
Dickerson Brothers, of Fairmont; Amanda, 
the wife of Wm. Poundstone, a farmer of near 
Fairview, this county; Emma, who married 
Lewis Clellan, a farmer of Farmington, this 
county, and Dee and Madge, both at home. 


a — 


R. JOHN H. BINNS, of Starling Medi- 

cal College, and who has been actively 

and successfully engaged in the practice of 
his profession at Fairmont for over a quarter 
of a century, was born July 12, 1838, in Co- 
lumbiana county, Ohio, and is a son of Wil- 
liam and Sarah (Balis) Binns. His paternal 
grandfather, James Binns, was a native of 
England, and came about the commencement 
of the present century to Pennsylvania, where 
he located near Brownsville, in Fayette county, 


that state. He followed merchandizing and 


farming fora short time, and then removed | 
to the state of Michigan, where he died some | 


years later. His son, William Binns (father), 


was born in 1806, in England, and at twelve | 
years of age came to Pennsylvania, which he | 


left shortly after his marriage to settle near 
Salem, in Columbiana county, Ohio, where 
he died in 1870. He followed merchandizing 
chiefly, and married Sarah Balis, who was 
born about 1808. She was a daughter of 
John Balis, a native and life-long resident of 
Winchester, Virginia, who had served as .an 
officer in the War of 1812, and was a large 
slave-owner and land-holder, having several 
extensive plantations in Virginia. Mr. and 
Mrs. Binns reared a family of two sons and 
two daughters. 

John H. Binns grew to manhood in Colum- 
biana county, Ohio, and received his educa- 





tion in the common schools and Lisbon Col- 
lege of that state. Leaving college, he made 
selection of medicine as a life profession, and 
commenced his medical studies under Dr. 
William M. Dent, of Preston county, this 
State. He then entered Starling Medical 


College, of Columbus, Ohio. Immediately 


| after leaving college he located in Doddridge 


In 
that year he came to Marion county, locating 


county, where he remained until 1868. 


at Palatine, where he practiced successfully 
for about twelve years. He then became a 
resident of Fairmont, and has enjoyed a re- 
Dr. Binns 


has made a specialty in his practice of female 


munerative practice ever since. 


diseases and obstetrics during his many years 
of practice. , 

On April 19, 1864, Dr. Binns married Re- 
becca Cartright, and they have six children, 
three sons and three daughters: Jacob Mar- 
maduke, a resident of Marion county, and a 
teacher by profession; Arlington Ward, an 
electrician, and now residing in the city of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; George W. C., who 
is now at Cleveland, Ohio, attending the Euclid 
Business college of that city; Cora Jessie, 
Flora Lou, and Josie. 

In August, 1863, when there were many 
apprehensions of invasions along the Ohio 
river, Dr. Binns entered the Federal service, 
and served six months in the Fourth West 
Virginia cavalry. Dr. Binns has always taken 
more or less interest in agricultural affairs, 
and owns a considerable amount of farming 
land and good stock. 

In political opinion, he is a supporter of 
the cardinal principles of the republican party. 
Active in his chosen profession and suc- 
cessful in his business affairs, the lines have 
fallen to Dr. Binns in pleasant places, and 
his labors have been abundantly rewarded. 
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LYSSES SUMMERVILLE ATHA, an 
affable and courteous gentleman, and an 
active business man of Mannington, Marion 


county, is a son of Jacob O. and Eliza (Criss) | 


Atha, and was born April 27, 1836, in what is 
now Lincoln district, Marion county, West 


Virginia. His paternal grandfather, Elisha 


Atha, was of Scotch descent, and came from | 
Hampshire county, in 1815, to what is now | 
Lincoln district, Marion county, where he fol- | 


lowed agricultural pursuits until his death, 
which occurred in 1824, when he was in the 
fiftieth year of his age. 
whig in politics, and married Scena Ann Cox, 


by whom he had six children, three sons and | 


three daughters. His son, Jacob O., was the 
father of the subject of this sketch. Jacob O. 
Atha was born in 1809, in Hampshire county, 
and was brought by his parents to Lincoln 
district, where he died May 12, 1882. His 
principal occupation in life was that of farming. 
He was an old-time democrat up to the late 
Civil War, and after its commencement sup- 
ported the republican party. He was a great 
admirer of General Zachary Taylor, and voted 
for him for President while yet a democrat. 
He was a member and exhorter in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, where he was quite a 
leader in all church and Sunday-school work. 
He had held all the local offices of his church, 
and in civil affairs had served in nearly all of 
the offices of his district. 
prominence and standing in his community. 


He was a man of 


He wedded Eliza Criss, who was a daughter of 
Peter Criss, of Monongalia county. Mr. and 
Mrs. Atha reared a family of ten children, 
seven sons and three daughters, two of whom 
died in infancy. 

Ulysses S. Atha was reared on his father’s 
farm in Lincoln district, where he received his 
education in the ordinary schools of his 


He was an old-line | 











neighborhood. After attaining his majority, 
he remained with his father for two years, and 
then engaged in farming, which he followed 
continuously, except one year spent as a sol- 
dier in the Union army during the late Civil 
War. 


in that year engaged in stock-dealing and 


In 1873 he practically quit farming, and 


shipping cattle to the Baltimore market, which 
he followed until 1886. 
years before retiring from stock-dealing, he 


In the meantime, four 


| had engaged in the general mercantile busi- 


ness at Basnettville and at Upton, both in 
Marion county, and continued these stores 
until 1886, when he disposed of them to en- 
gage in butchering, which he has followed 
ever since. One year later he removed to 
Mannington, and opened his present meat- 
market, which is well patronized. From the 
very start he did a good business, and now 
enjoys a first-class trade. 

Mr. Atha is a republican, and takes an ete. 
ligent interest in political affairs. He served 
for four years as constable of Lincoln district, 
where he had held other local offices. He is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
in which he served as Sunday-school super- 
intendent and assistant class-leader in early 
life. Mr. Atha, on September 6, 1864, enlisted 
in company “P,” Sixth West Virginia in- 
fantry, and served until June to, 1865, when 
he was discharged at Wheeling. He is a 
good business man, a true friend, and a well- 
respected citizen. 

On November 3, 1861, Mr. Atha married 
Martha E. Wilcox, who was a daughter of 
Stephen Wilcox, of Marion county; she died 
May 14, 1880, aged forty-seven years, leav- 
ing seven children: Laura M.; Elmer E., a 
butcher of Grafton; Sarah F., wife of Howard 
Furbee, a merchant of Mannington; Mary E., 
wife of W. S. Basnett, a merchant of Man- 
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nington; Elizabeth A. and Louise C., who 
are teachers in the public schools; and How- | 
ard D., in the milk business in Mannington. 
After Mrs. Atha’s death, Mr. Atha wedded, | 
on May 1, 1881, Mrs. Minerva F. Snodgrass, 
nee Sturm, daughter of Rev. A. P. Sturm, and 
by his second marriage has four children: 
Lillie L., Asbury R., Georgia S.,and Arley O. 


————So—__—_ 


OHN HAMILTON BARNES, a member | 
of the well-known firm of J. H. and M. | 
N. Barnes, large brick manufacturers of Fair- 
mont, Marion county, is a son of Norval T. 
and Mary A. (Hamilton) Barnes, and was born 
February 8, 1845, in what is now Union dis- 
trict, Marion county, West Virginia. 

The Barnes family, of which John Hamilton 
is a descendant, is among the early pioneers of 
this part of the county. John S. Barnes, 
grandfather, settled at an early day at the | 
mouth of Buffalo creek, about one mile north- 
east of Fairmont. Here he became the owner 
of a large farm, a part of which now constitutes 
the property of the West Fairmont Coal com- 
pany. 
engaged in farming, until his death. Upon 


He lived upon that farm, successfully 


this farm, in 1810, was born Norval T. Barnes, | 
the father of John S. Barnes and Marcellus N. | 
Barnes, the members of the above-mentioned 
firm. He fell heir to a farm in Union district, 
this county, upon which he located and which 
he cleared up and lived on until 1860, at which 





time he sold it and purchased a farm in the 
suburbs of Fairmont, where he lived until 
death closed his active career in 1875. He 
was politically an adherent of the old-line whig 
party, and an ardent member of the Presby- 
terian church. He married Mary A. Hamil- 





ton, a daughter of James and Clarissa (Flem- 
ing) Hamilton, and to this union were born 


seven children: Eleanor, deceased, wife of E. 
L. Morgan; Clara, was the wife N. B. Jones, 


_ dead, an attorney-at-law, who was accidentally 


killed by falling from a railroad car; Louisa 
A., dead, was the wife of E. M. Anderson; 
John Hamilton; Henrietta, deceased; Mar- 
cellus and Mary Etta, deceased. 

John Hamilton Barnes married December 
11, 1873, Anna, a daughter of Joseph Nuzum, 
of Fairmont, and to this union have been born 
the following children: Ernest E., born Feb- 
ruary 7, 1875; Louisa Virginia, born August 
8, 1876; Eleanor Blanche, born March 18, 
1879; and Mary Eva, born November 4, 1881. 

Mr. Barnes was reared upon his father’s 


farm and received such education as the com- 


In 1882 the 
business alliance of J. H.and M. N. Barnes 
This firm, which then as 


mon schools of the day afforded. 


was entered into. 
now, consisted of John H. and Marcellus N. 
Barnes, engaged in the manufacture of bricks 
in the old-fashioned way by mixing and grind- 
ing the mud with a horse, but from time to time, 
as their business has grown and expanded, they 
have added to their plant many improvements. 
In 1889 they put in a hot floor for drying 
brick and in 1893 they put in a twenty-five 
horse-power engine. So great has been the 
increase in their business that their facilities 
are inadequate to supply the demands, although 
the last yearly output was two million bricks, 
and they contemplate putting in a fifty horse- 
power engine in the near future. 

The firm is avery popular and reliable one 
and its growth from two hundred thousand 
bricks per year to the above enormous out- 
put is due to the superior quality of their work, 
and their square methods of dealing; they 
have furnished the brick for most of the larger 
buildings of the city, among which are the 
Thomas F. Watson hotel, the West Virginia 
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Grocery and Candy factory, and many others. 
| 
Since 1891 they have used natural gas exclus- | 


ively in their factory. 


Se 








ARCELLUS N. BARNES, a member of | 


the firm of J. H. and M. N. Barnes, and 


a brother of John Hamilton Barnes, whose , 


sketch and ancestral history appear above, was 
also born in Union district, and on January 21, 
1850. 
common schools, and after leaving school he 


His education was obtained in the 


followed agricultural pursuits until 1882, when | 


he engaged in the manufacture of bricks. 

On December 26, 1878, Mr. Barnes and 
Miss Mannie F. Watson were united in mar- 
riage, and to their union have been born three 
children: Thomas W., born September 9, 
1880; Blanche, born March 6, 1882; and 
Caroline, born September 13, 1885. 

Mrs. Mannie F. Barnes, zée Watson, is a 
daughter of Thomas G. Watson, who for over 
half a century was one of the most prominent 
and conspicuous figures in the business and 
political history of Marion county. He was 
born near Fairmont, and died there in January, 
1865. 
and successful business men of the State. 


He was one of the most enterprising 
Ac- 
tive, energetic and public-spirited, he became 
one of the founders and the first president of 
what is now the First National Bank of Marion 
county. Politically he was a democrat. - Active 
and influential in the councils of his party, he 


served as clerk of the circuit court of Marion | 


county continuously for a period of twenty 
years. His marriage with Susan Martin re- 
sulted in the birth of six children: Flora, the 
wife of J. F. Arnett, a farmer of near Rives- 
ville, this county; Rebecca Fay; Mrs. Barnes; 


Charles and Edith. 








So reanus WILSON HALL, who for 

twelve years was clerk of the highest 
tribunal of the State of West Virginia, and 
who is well worthy of the high position he 
holds in the ranks of the leading business 
men of Fairmont and the Monongahela val- 
ley, is a son of John and Maria C. (Hare) 
Hall, and was born in what was Fairmont 
district, Marion county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), June 21, 1838. The Hall family is 
of Scotch-Irish descent, and traces its ances- - 
try back in an unbroken and authentic line to 
Thomas Hall, Sr. (great-grandfather), who was 
born September 24, 1724, and died at or near 
Duck Creek Cross Roads, Delaware. He 
married Rebecca Story, an English lady, and 
reared a family of five sons and two daugh- 
ters. The family left Delaware at the close 
of the Revolutionary War, in 1781, when 
Isaac Mason, who married the eldest daugh- 
ter, and Jordon Hall, the third child, came to 
the western country to find a suitable loca- 
tion. They selected a site, and in the fall of 
that year the family removed to the “Forks 
of Cheat,” a few miles below Morgantown, 
this State. Those who left Delaware were 
Rebecca Hall, Asa (grandfather) and wife and 
her mother, Mrs. Margaret White, Nathan, 
Asa 
Hall was born in Delaware, January 20, 1758, 
1778, 
White, a daughter of James and Margaret 
White. Asa Hall soon left the “Forks of 


Cheat,” and purchased a five hundred acre 


Jordon, Rynear, Allen and Rebecca, Jr. 


and on March 26, married Sophia 


tract of land at the mouth of Buffalo creek, 
in what is now Marion county, and a portion 
of which is now owned by the subject of this 
sketch. The price for this land per acre was 
twenty-five cents, and the payment made was 
with a horse and a gun and a pair each of 


leggins and saddle-bags. On this land Asa 


of 
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Hall built a large log-house, near the site of 


the present Jones house, in which he resided | 


until his death, which occurred June g, 1815. 
His wife survived him until August 25, 1818, 
when she passed away. They had a family 


of nine children, of whom the two eldest were | 
John (father), | 


born in the state of Delaware. 
the sixth son, was born in Monongalia county, 
Tuesday, April 22, 1788. 
ried. On April 14, 1814, he wedded Dorcas 
Snider, who died June 19, 1815, and left one 
child, Aseneth, who married Scott Hess, and 
is now deceased. Mr. Hall on February 1, 


He was twice mar- 


1821, married for his second wife Maria. C. 
Hare, who was born in Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania, July 26, 1794, and died at the resi- 
dence of the son, S. W. Hall, on February 17, 
1881, when well advanced toward the eighty- 


seventh year of her age. Mrs. Maria C. Hall 


united with the Presbyterian church in Sep- | 
| changing fortune. 


tember, 1820, and lived such an exemplary 
Christian life that her influence for good was 
felt long after she had passed to the spirit- 


world. To John and Maria C. Hall were | 


born eight sons and one daughter: Dr. James 
A., who was graduated from Starling Medical 


College, of Columbus, Ohio, and was a promi- | 


nent and successful physician at Weston, 
Lewis county, for several years; Dr. Silas W., 
a graduate of Starling Medical College, and 


now in successful practice at Jane Lew, Lewis | 
wife of William E. | 


county; Martha E., 
Drummond, of Farmington, Marion county; 
Ashabel G., served for several years as post- 
master of Fairmont, where he is now engaged 


in business, and has two children; Edgar M., | 
Harry O. and Ozias W., deceased; Ellery | 
R.; Festus B., who has been a machinist, | 


of New Orleans, Louisiana, since before the 
late Civil War; Sylvanus Wilson; and Dr. 
J. L. S., a graduate of a medical college 





of Chicago, in which great city he now has 
John Hall was 
an industrious and prosperous man, and 


a well-established practice. 


cleared up his large farm, on which he made 
He 
reserved, yet had a warm heart and a free 


many improvements. was retired and 


hand, and was a true friend and an excellent 
neighbor. His word was as good as his bond, 


| and he was respected and honored by all who 


knew him. He was first a whig, then a re- 
publican in politics, and lived and died in the 
Presbyterian faith, in which he was reared. 
In the winter of 1841 he was stricken with 
palsy, from which he never fully recovered. 
He died on October 12, 1863, in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age, after twenty years of 
affliction, which deprived him of mingling 
with the world, but in the family circle he 
scattered sunshine by a wise and prudent 
counsel and.words of cheer in hours of 


S. W. Hall was reared on the Buffalo creek 
farm, which he now owns, and obtained such 
an elementary education as the old subscrip- 
tion schools of his day afforded, which he 
largely supplemented afterward by reading, 
self-study and observation. Leaving school, 
he entered the office of the clerk of the Circuit 
Court at Fairmont on May 1, 1860, where he 
was actively engaged in clerical work until 
May 1, 1861, when, on account of the Civil 
War agitation, all public as well as private 
business was in a manner suspended. © For 
nearly two years he was variously employed, 
and on December 1, 1862, under the restored 
government of Virginia, he received the ap- 
pointment of clerk of the district court of 
Appeals, which held its sessions in Fairmont. 
When the State of West Virginia was formed 
the district court, under the restored govern- 
Mr. Hall was 


ment, passed out of existence. 
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assistant clerk of the convention that formed 
the first constitution of the new State, and 
also served as assistant clerk one session each 
of the House of Delegates and the State 


Senate. When the Supreme Court of Appeals | 


of West Virginia was organized, on July 9, 
1863, Mr. Hall was appointed clerk of that 


important tribunal, and continued in office | 


until August 18, 1874, when he resigned. At 
the time of Mr. Hall’s resignation, the judges 
caused to be entered of record their confi- 


dence in the ability and promptness with | 


which he had conducted the business of the 
office of clerk of that court. Eight years 
later he engaged in the drug business, being 
a member of the firm of Logan Carr and 
company, and on September 12, 1885, he pur- 


chased his partner’s interests. Since that time 


the firm-name has been W. H. Hall and com- 
pany, and Mr. Hall conducts a drug business 
second to none in the State. 

On April 14, 1862, Mr. Hall was united in 
marriage with Mary Isabella Gantz, who was 
a daughter of Daniel Gantz. She died Octo- 
ber 28, 1868, aged thirty-eight years. They 
had five children: Lola B., who on the 5th 
day of November, 1894, married W.S. Mere- 
dith, a prominent attorney of Fairmont; Wil- 
ley H., a graduate of the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, in the class of 1885, a member 
of the drug firm of W. H. Hall and company, 
and who married Jennie L. Haymond, Decem- 
ber 19, 1888; Mamie B.; Charles W., now 
dead ; and Georgia E. 

In politics Mr. Hall is a republican, and 
was alternate to the National Republican 
Convention that nominated James A. Garfield, 
held in Chicago in 1880. 
Mr. Hall is a thorough 
business man, active, prompt and _ reliable, 


he is a Presbyterian. 


with a large amount of energy and sound 


Denominationally | 
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practical judgment to give it proper direction. 
Bound up in the interest of his municipality, 
he has ever sought for the advancement of 
His 
record as a business man and a public official 


her material and educational interests. 


of the young and growing Commonwealth is 
one of efficiency and usefulness. 


<< S|___. 


LFRED HOOD, of Rivesville, who has 

been largely identified with several of the 
leading industries of northern Marion county 
for nearly half a century, is a son of John and 
Letitia (Smith) Hood, and was born at the 
college town of Jefferson, Greene county, 
The Hood 
family traces its trans-Atlantic ancestry to 


Pennsylvania, August 14, 1825. 


Dumfries, Scotland, where its old-world home 
had been for several generations. Archibald 
Hood, in the latter part of the last century, 
left Scotland to settle in southwestern Penn- 
sylvania, and finally made his residence at 
He 
was an energetic and industrious man and fol- 


Waynesburg, Greene county, that state. 


lowed peddling on a large scale, handling 
heavy lots of goods and doing a good business. 
He was twice married and had five children: 
William, who was born in Scotland, where he 
remained; Isabella, married Zephaniah Mar- 
tin; Nellie, wedded William Seals; Anne, 
married Jesse Dalison; and John, the father of 
the subject of this sketch. John Hood, one of 
the most remarkable and successful business 
men that southwestern Pennsylvania has ever 
produced, was born at Frederick, Washington 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1799. He operated 
two or three large farms, ran several lines of 
huckster and peddling wagons, and in 1836 
started the large wholesale grocery and provis- 
ion house of Hailman, Hood and company, of 
Pittsburg. He also ran a line of trading boats 
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on the Monongahela and Ohio rivers, and | in the schools of Waynesburg and Pitts- 


operated several large saddlery and harness | 


shops, whose products he sold throughout 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia. In connec- 
tion with these different lines of business he 


engaged in numerous other enterprises, one 


of which was the buying of large quantities of | 
whiskey, which he shipped west and sold. The | 


last twelve years of his life were spent princi- | 


pally in western Virginia, and he died at | 


Laurelville, Monongalia county, March 21 


1843, when only forty-five years of age, and in | 


the very prime of life. 
ganizing powers, good judgment and fine exe- 
cutive ability. At the time of his death he 


was entering upon a wider career of business 


that promised abundant prosperity to himself 
and usefulness to the commercial interests of 
western Virginia and western Pennsylvania. 
Prudent but energetic in his enterprises and 
enthusiastically hopeful in whatever he en- 
gaged, his untimely death was severely felt in 
the Monongahela valley from Pittsburg to Fair- 


mont. John Hood wedded Letitia Smith, who 


was a daughter of John Smith, a farmer of | 


Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, and died Septem- 
ber 9, 1888, when in the eighty-sixth year of 
her age. To John and Letitia Hood were 
born five sons and five daughters: John S.,a 
prosperous farmer and mill owner of Lowes- 
ville, Monongalia county; William, a farmer 
of near Shinnston, Harrison county, who owns 


a creamery and is an extensive dealer in coal | 


lands; Alfred, subject; James, postmaster at 
Lowesville, Monongalia county; Joseph A., 
a merchant of Lowesville; Maria, wife of 
Philip Lowe; Letitia, married Jacob Huffman; 
Margaret; Caroline; and Mary Ellen, who 
died when young. 

Alfred Hood was principally reared on 


his father’s farm, received his education 


eas 


He possessed rare or- | 





burg, Pennsylvania, and in 1847 became a 
resident of Paw Paw district, in which he has 
lived ever since. In early life he commenced 
farming and dealing in stock, and ina few 
years became one of the largest stock-dealers 
of Marion county. In addition to farming and 
stock-dealing, in which he has continued until 
the present time, he has been engaged at dif- 
He 


dealt for some time in lumber, was in the mer- 


ferent times in other lines of business. 


cantile business at Rivesville for ten years, and 
was engaged with Joseph Sands, for several 
years,in leasing coal lands in different parts of 
the State. 

On June 10, 1846, Mr. Hood married Sarah 
Straight, who was adaughter of Jacob Straight, 
and who died September 8, 1867. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Hood were born eight children: Mary 


| Alice, married Charles E. Wells, and died 


October 8, 1894; John, deceased; Milton C., 
a farmer and bricklayer; Laura, wife of Alva 
Morris, a farmer; David B., now dead ; Frank, 
a general dealer in grain and cattle; Thomas 
J.,a merchant at Farmington; and Smith, a 
merchant at Rivesville and Fairmont, and 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this book. 
Seven years after his wife’s death, Mr. Hood, 
on February 26, 1874, wedded her sister, 
Mary C. Straight, who passed away October 
16, 1888. 

In politics Alfred Hood has been a life-long 
democrat, who has always given his party his 
earnest support. He served two terms as 
revenue commissioner, one term as justice of 
the peace, and six years as postmaster of 
Rivesville, while he was the first postmaster 
of Hoodsville, which office was named in 
honor of him. 
traits for which his family is noted, he has led 


Inheriting many of the business 


an active and useful life. His freindship, when 
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given, is a genuine thing, a living fact, and he 
supports any cause that he thinks to be right 


at any cost, even at his own personal expense | 
With a strong native sense | 


and self-sacrifice. 


of justice, and excellent business qualities, he | 


takes a deep interest in all movements for the 


material development of the great Mononga- | 


hela valley. 





o———_. 


MITH HOOD, Jr., of Rivesville, a descen- 
dant of an old and respectable Scotch 
family, and one of the young business men of 
Marion county, is a son of Alfred and Sarah 
(Straight) Hood, and was born near Hoods- 
ville, in Paw Paw district, Marion county, West 
Virginia, November 19, 1865. The Hood 
family had its old-world home in Dumfries, 
Scotland, and the American branch 
founded by Archibald Hood, a man of energy 
and enterprise, who came to Pennsylvania, 


Was 


where his son, John Hood, was born, and be- 


came one of the leading business men of that 
state. John Hood died in Marion county, 
and his son, Alfred Hood, father, has been one 
of the leading business men of the northern 
part of the county for nearly half a century. 
(The ancestry of the Hood family is given in 
full in the sketch of Alfred Hood, which pre- 
cedes this. 

Smith Hood grew to manhood on_his 


father’s farm, and was carefully trained to cor- | 


rect business methods. Leaving school, he 


assisted his father in various enterprises until 


1888, when he went into the general mercan- | 


tile business at Rivesville, with his brother 
Frank. Since then, he has continued mer- 
chandizing there, until he now carries con- 
stantly over five thousand dollars of a stock 
of goods, and does a yearly business aggre- 
gating twelve thousand dollars. 

Mr. Hood is a democrat in politics, and 








was appointed a notary public in 1888. He 
served as secretary of the board of edu- 
cation in 1889, 1890, and 1891; refused a 
clerkship on the Indian agency, and on July 
1893, was appointed, by President Cleve- 


99 


land, postmaster of Rivesville; was twice 
elected councilman of his town, and refused a 
third term. Smith Hood, although young in 
years, is rich in experience, and has rapidly 
won his way to the confidence of the public. 
His standing in the community, his success in 
business life, and his interest in the growth of 
his town and county, give full promise of an 
honorable and useful life. 

On December 10, 1890, Mr. Hood was 
united in marriage with Allie Hayhurst, a 
daughter of Jasper Hayhurst, of Rivesville. 
Their union has been blest with two children, 
a son anda daughter: Hazel and Robin Adair. 


————>—__———_- 


ORGAN D. ORR, a wounded Union 
M veteran of the late Civil War, the 
senior member of the well-known mercantile 
firm of Orr and Pople, of Palatine, and a 
superintendent of important coal mines for 
over thirty years, is a son of Hiram and 
Kesiah (Menear) Orr, and was born in Preston 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia), March 
22,1841. His ancestry is traced back to that 
wonderful north of Ireland, whose sturdy and 
conscientious sons left home and all its com- 
forts by thousands and plunged into the wil- 
derness depths of the new world in preference 
to yielding up their religious convictions and 
passing under the supremacy of an antago- 
nistic church. From the north of Ireland 
Orr came to Maryland, but which he 
soon left to become a resident of Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, where his son, John D. 
Orr, was born in 1763. At sixteen years of 
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age John D. Orr enlisted as a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War, and after its close served 
in several Indian campaigns, being wounded 
in the Crawford expedition. After the cessa- 
tion of the Indian troubles he became a 
farmer, and about the commencement of the 
present century settled in Preston county, 
West Virginia, where he followed agricultural 
pursuits until his final summons came, in 
1840. He was a whig and Baptist, and mar- 
ried Elizabeth Johns. Their children were 
four sons and two daughters. One son 
was Hiram Orr, who was born in 1804, and 
died near his birth-place, on April 25, 1855, 
after a short but useful life asa farmer. He 
owned three hundred and thirty-three acres 
of land, was an extensive farmer for his day, 
and in politics and religion was prominent 
and active as a whig and a Baptist. He 
married Kesiah Menear, who died in 1846, at 
thirty-six years of age, leaving six children, 
four sons and two daughters. After her 
death, Mr. Orr Mrs. Charlotte 
(Hartley) Holt, and by his second marriage 
had one child, named W. L. 

Morgan D. Orr was reared on his father’s 


married 


farm, receiving his education in the old sub- 
scription schools during the latter part of 
their existence, and at the age of fourteen 
years was cast upon his own resources by 
the death of his father. 
commencing the battle of life for himself he 
was variously engaged, and at the end of that 
time entered the employ of the Newburg 


For two years after 


Orrel Coal company, with whom he has re- 
mained ever since, except twenty-two months 
spent in the army. He started as a. mule- 
driver, and gradually worked his way up from 
that position until 1864, when he became su- 
perintendent of the Newburg mines. In the 
last named year he removed to Palatine, 
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where he became superintendent of the com- 


pany’s coal mines at that place, a position he 
He then, in 1886, 
took charge of the Aurora mines, just opened, 
and has held that position up to the present 
time. In 1891, Mr. Orr purchased the inter- 
est of James D. Lloyd in a large store at 


held for twenty-two years. 


Palatine, which has been successfully operated 
ever since under the firm-name of Orr and 
Pople. 

On September 22, 1863, Mr. Orr married 
Isabella 
Henry, of Scotch Hill, Preston county. 


Henry, a daughter of Lawrence 
To 
their union have been born five children, two 
sons and three daughters: Lawrence, now 
holding a position in the store of Orr and 
Pople; Charles H., assistant superintendent 
of the Palatine and Aurora coal mines; Mary 
A.; Alice D., and Isabella M. 

Morgan D. Orr is an active republican, and 
a member and deacon in the Palatine Baptist 
church. He served two terms of four years 
each as school commissioner of the Palatine 
Independent district. He is a member of the 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free and Accepted 
Masons, Orient Chapter, No. 9, Royal Arch 
Masons, and Palatine Lodge, No. 27, Knights 
of Pythias, of which he is Past Chancellor 
Commander. 

Mr. Orr, on June 21, 1861, enlisted at 
Newburg, in company “ D,” Third West Vir- 
ginia infantry, and served twenty-two months, 
being discharged at Grafton, April 17, 1863, 
on account of wounds received in action at 
the battle of Cross Keys, June 8, 1862. He 
had participated in the battle of McDowell, 
under General Milroy, and still carries in his 
left leg a ball that was received there, and 
that gives him trouble still. Mr. Orr com- 
menced in early life that careful course of 
action and complete system of methods that 
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have marked his entire business career, and 


brought as their result abundant and enduring 


success. 





> 





OHN W. GRUBB, a prosperous farmer of 
Mannington district, Marion county, is a 
son of Samuel and Rebecca (Eddy) Grubb, 
and was born in Paw Paw district, Marion 
county, West Virginia, December 14, 1845. 
His paternal grandfather, Samuel Grubb, 
was a native of England; but emigrated to the 
United States when a young man and settled 
in Winfield district, this county, where he was 
engaged in farming the remainder of his life. 
He was twice married and became the father 
of two children, one of whom, Samuel, the 
youngest of the children, was the father of our 
subject. Samuel Grubb was born in Winfield 
district, January 8, 1813, and died in Paw Paw 
district, February 12, 1892. 
all his life and married Rebecca Eddy, a daugh- 
ter of Asel Eddy, a farmer of Paw Paw district. 
Mr. and Mrs. Grubb were the parents of four- 


He wasa farmer 


teen children, eight sons and six daughters. © 

John W. Grubb was reared in his native dis- 
trict, and remained there until 1871, when he 
located upon a farm of two hundred and 
eighty acres, situated upon the head waters of 
Flat run, in Mannington district, where he has 
since resided, engaged in farming and stock-rais- 
ing, in which he has been successful. His farm 
is in the West Virginia oil belt, and underlaid 
with the Pittsburg coking coal—the finest in 
the country. Heisa member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, and a democrat in poli- 
tics. 

Mr. Grubb has been twice married. August 
17, 1869, he married Mary, a daughter of 
Thomas Dicken, of Paw Paw district, and to 
them were born two children: Martha Ellen, 
died in childhood, and William R., at home 











with his parents. Mrs. Grubb died October 
26, 1874, and he took for his second wife Mrs. 
Rebecca Wells. Their marriage, which was 
celebrated July 1, 1875, resulted in the birth 
of three children: Mary C., the wife of John 
W. Thomas, a farmer of Mannington district ; 
and Laura B. and Luella C., who are at home 
with their parents. 


————o——_—- 


Cee R. THOMAS, president of the 

board of commissioners of the Marion 
County Court, is a son of Israel and Orpha 
(Brookover) Thomas, and was born in the 
Forks of Flat run, in Mannington district, 
Marion county, West Virginia, then Virginia, 
on August 18, 1847. The Thomas family of 
which George R. is a member, traces its old 
world origin to Wales, whence some of its 
members were transplanted to this country 
several generations ago. Joseph Thomas, 
grandfather, was a native of southeastern 
Pennsylvania. He was among the first set- 
tlers in the vicinity of the Forks of Flat run in 
Mannington district, where he took up a tract 
of four hundrcd or five hundred acres of land 
and where he followed farming on a large scale 
the remainder of his life. He wasa soldier in 
the War of 1812 and a member of the Baptist 
church. He married Miss Nancy Rigs, a 
Pennsylvania lady, and they became the par- 
ents of the following children: George, Joseph, 
John, Isaac, Israel, Nancy, Massa, Cynthia, 
and Mary. 

Israel Thomas, father, was born in Mann- 
ington district, and died on a farm adjoin- 
ing the old homestead in the same district 
in 1886. He was an extensive farmer all his 
life, owning a farm of five hundred acres. 
Politically he was a democrat and religiously 


a member of the Baptist church. He married 
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Orpha, a daughter of Jack Brookover, of New 
Martinsville, Virginia, and six sons and one 


daughter were born to their union: James A., | 
a farmer of Mannington distaict and deputy | 


sheriff of this county; George R., subject; 
Dr. William N., whose sketch appears else- 


where in this volume; Rufus B.,a farmer; | 
Emerson L.,a farmer; Lott, also a farmer; | 


and Rebecca, wife of C. B. Tetrick, a farmer 
of Lincoln district. 
George R. Thomas grew to manhood upon 


his father’s farm and as a boy attended the | 


subscription schools of his neighborhood, then 


very poorly kept and very poorly taught. He 


naturally took to farming as a means of secur- | 


ing a livelihood. 
farm where he now lives, on the head waters 
of Flat run, where he has since resided en- 
This 


pursuit, however, does not entirely engross 


gaged in the pursuits of agriculture. 


his time, but for the last nine years he has 
been extensively engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness. For the first five years he owned and 
operated a mill and for the last four has been 
buying timber and having it sawed. 


He takes a commendable pride in the or- 


ganized militia of his native State and from | 
October, 1888, to October, 1893, was sergeant | 


of Company “D” West Virginia militia. He is 
a member of the following fraternal and bene- 
ficiary organizations: 


the Golden Eagle at Metz, of which he is a 
past chief. 

In political texture, Mr. Thomas is a demo- 
crat, and in 1890 was elected a commissioner 


of the courts of Marion county, for a term of | 
six years, and on January 1, 1891, was elected | 


president of the board. 
He has been twice married, the first time on 
February 2, 1872, to Mary Evaline Ammons, 


In 1875 he moved upon the © 


Knights of Pythias, | 
Lodge No. 17, at Glover’s Gap and Knights of | 


a daughter of William Ammons, of Battelle 
| district, Monongalia county. One child, a 
daughter, Viola Myrtle, now deceased, was 
born to this union. Mrs. Thomos died on 
March 16, 1875, and Mr. Thomas took, as his 
second wife, Mrs. Drexia Sine, zee Hamilton, 
and eight children, as follows, were born to 
their union: Orpha E., and James B., Win- 
| field Jefferson, Cornelius B. Carney, Israel 
Francis, Nancy Rebecca, Lena Blanche and 
- William Ray. Mrs. Thomas, by her first mar- 
riage, was the mother of two children, Mary 
Lovina, wife of Irvin Tennant, a farmer of 
_ Battelle district, Monongalia county, and Anna 
Belle, wife of Jesse Stewart, a farmer of Mann- 
ington district. 


SAAC HIBBS, a farmer of Mannington 

district, Marion county, West Virginia, is 

a son of Samuel and Ann (Rice) Hibbs, and 

was born in Paw Paw district, Marion county, 

West Virginia (then Virginia), September 23, 
1823. 

Jacob Hibbs, grandfather, was a native of 


Louden county, Virginia, whence he removed 


to Greene county, Pennsylvania, and later to 
Paw Paw district, Marion county, where he 
died. His marriage to Jane Strump, of Loudon 
county, resulted in the birth of six children 
that grew to maturity. Of these, Samuel 
Hibbs, father, was the oldest. 
in Loudon country, and died in Paw Paw dis- 


He was born 


trict, this county. His life-vocation was that 


of a farmer, owning two hundred acres of 
land, in the cultivation of which he took a 
pride, and was enterprising and successful. 
He was twice married; his first wife was Ann, 
| a daughter of Isaac Rice, of Paw Paw district. 
They were the parents of six sons and three 
His second wife was Mrs. Mar- 


daughters. 
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garet Boor, zee Mason; and to his second 
union were born two sons. 

Of the first marriage Isaac Hibbs, subject, is 
the second child in order of age. 
ful surroundings were such as are the lot of all 
He was early taught the lesson 
His education 


farmer boys. 
of industry and economy. 
was such as he was able to obtain under the 
old subscription school system, and included 


His youth- | 


ton district; Louis Westley, a farmer of Upshur 
county, this State; Albert, a farmer of Man- 
nington district; Eliza Ann, wife of Samuel 
Neptune, of the same district; Laura, wife 
of Jesse Clayton, Benwood, West Virginia; 
Robert E. L., of Benwood, this State; Elliot J., 
of Benwood; C. M., widow of Isaac Hulbert ; 
Ambrose, died in childhood; David A. and 


| Samuel I., both-farmers of Mannington district. 


only a knowledge of the primary elements of | 


knowledge. 


Schooled to farming, he took | 


up the pursuits of an agriculturist when he | 


first assumed a course of individual action. 
In 1846 he moved upon his present farm, 


on Rocklick fork of Dent’s run, or what is — 


known as Hibbs’s run. 
hundred acres of good, well-improved land, 


Here he owns three | 


within one and one-half mile of a produc- | 


ing oil-well, and all is underlaid with a good 
quality of coking coal. He is a deacon 


in the Baptist church; a member in good 


standing of the Masonic fraternity; a demo- | 


crat of the Jacksonian type, and served three 
years, prior to the Civil War, as a justice of 
the peace. He was elected a member of the 
first board of county commisioners under the 
new constitution of the State, and was elected 


president of the board upon its organization, 





but resigned in favo: of Alpheus LeMaster. | 


Prior to the war, he held first the commision 
of captain, and later, for a short time, that of 
lieutenant colonel in the Virginia militia. 

Mr. 


marital union was on September 6, 1846, with | 
Malinda Wilson, daughter of W. B. Wilson; | 
On March 13, | 


she died on January 5, 1848. 

1849, he married Joanna, a daughter of David 

F. Underwood, of Mannington district, and 

thirteen children have been born to their 

union: Mary E. and Sarah J., died in infancy; 

William R., a farmer and teacher of Manning- 
2—12 


Hibbs was thrice married; his first © 





On September 8, 1868, Joanna Underwood 
Hibbs died, and in October, 1871, Mr. Hibbs 
married, as his present wife, Mrs. Susan Ryon, 
nee Freeman. 

tats 

EORGE HAUGHT, a farmer of Man- 
nington, Marion county, West Virginia, 
is a son of Tobias and Elizabeth (Santee) 
Haught, and was born in Battelle district, Mo- 
nongalia county, West Virginia (then Vir- 
ginia), August 17, 1836. The family of 
which Mr. Haught is a representative, is of 
German origin, and were among the pioneer 
settlers in what is now Clay district, Monon- 
galia county, West Virginia, whither they 

came from the state of Maryland. 

Joseph Haught, grandfather, was born in 
that district, and removed to Ohio county, 
where he died. Tobias Haught, father, was 
born in Monongalia county, in about 1812, 
grew to manhood in that county, removed to 
Ohio county, and then to Tyler county, West 
Virginia, where he now lives. 

He married Elizabeth, a daughter of George 
Santee, and five children, two sons and three 
daughters, were born to their union: George, 
subject ; Alexander, a farmer of Kansas; Sarah 


_ J., became the wife of Jesse Gaitwood; Mary 


Ann, married Fred. Lee; and Elizabeth, who 
became the consort of John Clark. 

Mr. Haught was reared on a farm, and re- 
ceived such education as was afforded in the 
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subscription schools of Monongalia county, | 


and by attendance for a time at the common | 
schools of Greene county. He then took up | 
and pursued farming exclusively for a period | 
of about twenty-seven years, and then took a | 
| accumulating a very respectable fortune. He 


position with the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
company as road-walker and foreman. In 
1885 he went into the saw-mill business for 
a few years, and in addition devoted his time 
to agricultural pursuits. He owns a farm of 
fifty-three acres where he now resides, and 
another of eighty-seven acres, all in the well- 
known Mannington oil belt, and underlaid 
with coal. 

On March 15, 1857, he married Anna F., a 


daughter of Edmund Fleuhorty, a farmer of | 


Marion county. Their marriage has been 


Celestia, died in childhood; Alice L., de- 
ceased; Lewis, a farmer of Wetzel county; 


came to Harrison county, West Virginia, 
where he ranked among its earlier settlers, 
and where he died in 1825. He was a man 
of energy and enterprise, and as a farmer and 
business man was prominent and successful, 


was drafted into the service for the War of 
1812, and started for the front, but the conflict 
closed ere they reached the scene of action. 
He married Nancy Ogden, who bore him nine 
children, of which William L. (father) was the 
oldest. 

He was born November 8, 1808, in Harri- 
son county,-and now resides in Eagle district, 
in the county of his nativity. Farming has 
been his life-work until recently, when he 


retired, and is now enjoying the fruits of a 
blessed in the birth of twelve children: Anora | 


Clenons M., at home, a farmer; Angeline, wife | 


of C. Toothman; Anna Belle, widow of An- 


drew Conoway; Emerson A., a farmer, at 
home; James H., attending the high-school | 


at Mannington; Cardella J.. Emily Rosetta, 
George K., and Thomas Miller. 


CO 


ARK W. RICHARDSON, a prosperous | 
farmer and intelligent citizen of Man- | 


nington district, Marion county, is a son of | 


William L. and Mary E. (Round) Richard- 
son, and was born in Harrison county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), October 8, 1833. 


The great-grandfather of Mark W. Richard- | 


son was William Richardson, a native of 
England, whence he emigrated to Maryland, 
and became a factor in the early history and 


development of that state. His son, John | 


Richardson (grandfather), was born below the 


city of Baltimore, Maryland, but in his early life | 


well-spent, industrious career in happy retire- 
ment. He is a member of the Baptist church, 
and a strong adherent of the Jeffersonian de- 
mocracy. He married Mary E.,a daughter 
of John Round, a cabinet-maker of Marion 
county, and twelve children were born to their 
union. 

Mark W. Richardson was educated in the 
subscription schools, obtaining a fair rudi- 
He then followed a 
diverse line of work, which included teaming 
and threshing, until 1870. 


mentary education. 


He came to Marion county in 1859, and 
in 1876 moved upon the farm where he now 
resides, in Mannington district, situated in the 
oil belt, and underlaid with the coking coal. 

On April 3, 1863, Mr. Richardson married 
Minerva J., a daughter of Alfred Sine, and six 


' children are the issue of their union: Lovina 


Virginia, widow of the late Alfred Wilson, of 
this county; Elmer C., a farmer of Oregon; 
Permelius Benton, a painter and cabinet- 
maker of Fairmont; Alfred and Emery, at 
home; and Maggie, deceased. 


STN RI REET RA 


RRR LO TR OR REPRE RC yl 35 EEN I SIS EI EEE BIER SD SIR AA ME te 


aero 


a ae se er Pe 


¢ 


IOI9VD TIMATION GHA JADINIAROONM 


aaeal Yo eloordoe no! 
‘yon velhias efi gnome bodnas of sodw commo> orl} 3 omid & 10h eonsbmoie 
om ni belbrod stadw bes quatoot abdicll inves areas) jou 
be en bne oetrqrsine bus ygvens lo, boneq « robylovievloxe Qnitmisd be 
40 eow nem eéonieud '.6 Joo asd? bne ema9% 19¥! seyingwd we 





+e ee sepa 












































5 nore of oma) ginuoo sileg 
3 











J u 
io) sltaiuveges IOV o Bt idelumuoos | baotiier etiO Lita whet ould citi 
a' 4) seh aoivise od? ote beflitb eow | ol meme bas, r2llew-beoy say 
if) jurel 11 ot rot botiste bas 18a! vot eeogieed ilim-wee odd,olai 2 iat hs 
or ) i SHS? VS if » bseols | eri eid beatoveb nonibbs ni bns em 34 
omit (he as yous bsimem oH | to md genwo oH etinesoq Lowd 
ris "I mattliW dsidw to orblid bas 2obiee? won of siodw Rode, & 
seablo . -llsw stat Ma enon osvee-cidgio le 
a 
-irwsH ni Zo voK mod a i Lishwhnw bma tiled lo noigsians 
siateib of 1 oh #9 ey von be “qinti098Dd NEE a 
i gpleme iivites aitl Yo ynweo oft Bt | 4 son beimem od 4281 2h A: 
usiw lines lit Arow-siil gid asad lo ie & YMioduslT baumbal 19. roark 
b te bus Dbotiie: naved ea Sgnirnaen vodT ogee fn 
uist yun VED BUSI insqe-llow smoaAh : neablidaoviows Youkhid ost a 
Howls tenqed to tadmem avi oH Jnom ob gl sgilA qboodblidd ai boih. vain 
sb aninoershel sl? lo insredbi yoorle bas § ;onuas losteV/ Jo vomit & 2iW 
+iroush a+ wif bermsem off ‘yortoon SY anilsyal. :aRns! & MOM BB yo 
eM Yo weilum-torides “s ,bnved nol to , -2A te wobiv olsd annA ;neme 
elt of mod s1ew norblido oview? bra pg@avoed | Mi .toF na «sc ,A aoevemd » yon 
noine | looddap-dyid odd ynibastss » Hes ash 
i) ni betesvbs 2ew noebradoiA W shel siioroA ylimad 1s istic) 790 
| jbui vidt & goivinide ,eloorloa noitqinoedes aclliM esmodT bas ati 
s vawollot i) sH .nottscubs \osinom 
gimataed bsbuloss doidw sow Yo sail sersvih . ae 
ong: litnw gaideowl? bas  evorsqeorq 6 “OSMHAHIIA Ww 
16 .OREI mi yte noineM of omsy oH ng to nesitia tnsgillomi bas yt 
wor af sedw ane oot moqe bevom Sy8rui Yo soe 6 2h. ~asE? sonal Jointaib ae 


i hetcutia totteib notgeianaM ni epbiess -predoiA (bavoA) A yas boat 7 


‘soy waistoo ort iw bichsbaw bag died lio —1V gg@auoa nozinsH, nit aod; aw 
im nm¢ aisifi AM. poss 4 ling A at) £eSt 2 rodoi00 _[ ginigiui¥ tea VW/ we 
sie bas oni boillA te ssi quad & iL enonilt | -nedoid .W aasM 0 19siaibnarg 
enivod : noinu-tieds Jovoneei 5x2 o18 asiblids to sviten 5 ooabredoil meilliWy 
o .noaliW bovltA sial sds Ye wobiw sintgi¥  bomak yu of botargime ol pono 
‘nogs7O to: mals .D vemlG pytnwoo elt bine qrote zit yino> set fi rota & 
4anida> bee wine 6 nome evilommet _ ndol ynoe eh. tate goth? Yi ‘none 
ts soem bis boil A* :tnormin’ jo 1sxsm . on wolod mod acw (iotabneny ; 


al .boessosb siggeM baa ; sma | sil vies eid. oi tud baal pM. ssrogni: 
i ic. eas 


ee ee se Siena Oats te ne 





ri, 


OF MARION COUNTY. 


179 





ILLIAM C. SHAFER, a photographer 


of recognized skill and artistic talent | 


of Fairmont, West Virginia, is a son of Dr. 


| town. 


Jacob P. and Amanda (Stilwell) Shafer, and | 
was born January 23, 1862, in Morgantown, 


Monongalia county, West Virginia. 


His grandfather, Jacob Shafer, was a native | 


and a life-long resident of Monongalia county, 


and his father was also a native of that county, | 
He 


born near Morgantown, June 4, 1832. 
read medicine under the preceptorship of Dr. 
Hugh Brock, of Morgantown; subsequently he 
entered the Louisville Medical college, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, from which he was graduated 
in 1880. After his graduation he located at 


Parkersburg, West Virginia, and entered 


actively and energetically upon the practice of | 


his chosen profession. After six years of suc- 


cessful practice there, he removed to Terra 


Alta, Preston county, this State, where he now | 


Believ- 
ing that our country’s future prosperity de- 
pends upon the sobriety and morality of her 
citizens, Dr. Shafer has identified himself with 
the prohibition movement, whose advancement 


enjoys a large and lucrative practice. 


and progress have been materially aided by his | 


example and influence. He married Amanda 
Stilwell, by whom he had three children: 


William C., subject; Mary Lulu, the wife of | 


C. Sprigg Sands, the cashier of the Trader’s 
Bank of Clarksburg, Harrison 
county, and Jennie, at home with her parents. 

William C. Shafer obtained his mental 
training at the West Virginia State University, 
at Morgantown and Denison University, at 
Granville, Ohio. 


National 


In early life he evinced a 


special talent for photography, and entered | 
upon its study in the studio of his father at 


Morgantown. 
apt scholar, and at the early age of sixteen 
had made such rapid advancement, and had 





He was a close student and an | 


become so proficient in the art, that he was 
given entire charge of a gallery at Morgan- 
Leaving there in 1879, he conducted 
galleries successively at Independence, King- 
wood, and Terra Alta, West Virginia, and at 
Oakland, Maryland, until January 10, 1893, 
when he located at Fairmont, his present 
home and place of business. Here he occu- 
pies a tastefully and artistically arranged 
studio, forty-five by eighty feet—the entire up- 
per floor of the Skinner block. 

Mr. Shafer does not confine himself to regu- 
lar photographic work, but does a vast 
amount of free-hand crayon work and crayon 
finishing. He isa skilled and finished artist 
in his line, and is active in and alive to every 
movement whose object is the advancement of 
the art and science of photography, and its re- 
lated work. And in order to more thoroughly 
equip himself for his work, he, during the win- 
ter of 1891, attended the National Academy of 
Design and the Cooper Institute in New 
York City; and the winter of 1893 he spent 
in Pittsburg, under the direction of H. S. 
Stevenson, an artist of high repute in that 
city. 





e—— 


HOMAS W. SHAW, a retired citizen of 

Grangeville, in Mannington district, is a 

son of Bayles and Anna (King) Shaw, and 

was born near Ice’s Ferry, Monongalia county, 

Virginia (now West Virginia), January 6, 
1834. 

His paternal grandfather was James Shaw, 
who wasa native of the State of Maine; but 
who, in about 1790, settled near Ice’s Ferry. 
Seven years later, in 1797, he took up and pat- 
ented a tract of four hundred acres of land, 
situated on Little Bingamon creek, in what is 
In the 
early spring of that year, he went to his prop- 


now Lincoln district, Marion county. 
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erty to make some improvements, preparatory 
to removing his family there; and that is the 


last positive knowledge of him. Some weeks 


later there was, however, the body of a man | 


found in Little Bingamon creek, which was so 
badly mutilated that it could not be identified, 
but it was presumed to be his, and that he had 


been killed by the Indians, who were then ha- | 
His mar- | 


rassing the few white inhabitants. 


riage with a Miss Bayles resulted in the birth | 
of two children: Margaret, deceased, was the | 


’ wife of John King; and Bayles, the father of 
the subject of this sketch. 

Bayles Shaw was born near Ice’s Ferry, 
January 14, 1797, and resided there until 1838, 
when he removed to Preston county, this 
State. In 1847 he settled in Harrison county, 
this State, near Grangeville, where he died in 
February, 1872. In early life he was employed 
for a number of years as the keeper of Wood 


Grove furnace, but finally engaged in farming | 
| he located at Grangeville, his present home. 


and carpentering, which he pursued co-jointly 
the remainder of his life. 
whig, and for many years was identified with 
the Methodist Episcopal church, but finally 
associated himself with the Baptist church. 
He was a devout Christian, and took a leading 
part in church work. In 1820 he married 
Anna King, a daughter of James King, of 
Preston county ; and to them were born twelve 
children, eight sons and four daughters: 


James, who was a stove-mason and farmer, | 


was born October 28, 1821, and died in Bates 


He was a strong | 
| 1888 to 1892 inclusive, he was engaged in 








was born March 11, 1827; Eliza, who was the 
wife of Frederick W. Boggess, was born Janu- 
ary 22, 1829, and died in September, 1887; 
Jesse, a prosperous farmer of Mannington 
district, and for many years justice of the 
peace, was born September 24, 1832; Thomas 
W., subject; John G., a conductor on the Bal- 
timore and Ohio railroad, resides at Newburg, 
and was born May 20, 1836; Edward, a 
plumber and gas-fitter, of Anderson, Indiana, 
was born April 18, 1838; Isaac N., who was 
born January 27, 1840, removed to Nebraska, 
where he died in 1886; Martha J., who was 
born May 24, 1842, became the wife of Caleb 
Moor, of near Grangeville; Elizabeth A., who 
was born July 23, 1846, married Peter Mason, 
of Mannington district. , 
Thomas W. Shaw resided successively in 
Monongalia, Preston and Harrison counties 
until his marriage, after which he settied at 
Newburg and resided there until 1875, when 


He has been essentially a farmer, but from 


merchandizing at Grangeville. Upon the latter 
date he closed out his business, and has since 
lived in practical retirement. He is a republi- 
can, and a member of the Baptist church, of 
which heisdeacon. July 13, 1863, he enlisted 
in the Civil War, at Wheeling, in company 
‘““B,” Fourth West Virginia cavalry, served 


until March 7, 1864, and here he was honor- 


_ ably discharged from the Federal service. 


county, Missouri, in January, 1894, having re- 
moved there in 1870; William K., who, in | 
1854, settled in Doniphan county, Kansas, 
| born three children: Mary, who was born 


where he became a pioneer farmer, was born 


July 9, 1823; Mary A., who was born June 6, | 
1825, became the wife of Thomas L. Simpson, | 


a farmer of Newburg, Preston county; Al- 
pheus A., who is a farmer of Harrison county, 


July 2, 1852, Mr. Shaw and Miss Caroline, a 
daughter of John Orr, of Preston county, 
were married; and to their marriage have been 


February 18, 1853, wedded William A. Rusk 
on October 24, 1870, and they reside near 
Grangeville; Martha E., who was born Feb- 
ruary 17, 1855, married Caleb Boggess on 
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December 14, 1879, and resides at Grange- 
ville; Clara L., born May 15, 1859, married 
James R. Tetrick September 3, 1875, and re- 
sides near Grangeville. 


—_—_—_—_——_ 


| Sirielvets M. MASON, a farmer of Man- 


nington district, Marion county, West | 


Virginia, is a son of Francis H. and Mary | 


(Eddy) Mason, and was born in Mannington 
district, Marion county, West Virginia, Octo- 
ber 28, 1858. 

The grandfather of Francis Mason was 
John W. Mason, a native of Culpeper county, 


Virginia. He was reared in his native county, | 


and learned the trade of a shoemaker, at which 
In 
1814, he removed to Monongalia county, and 
in about 1850 to Marion county, and resided 


trade he worked during his earlier days. 


in Mannington district, pursuing agriculture 
as an occupation. He was three times mar- 
ried. His first wife was Matilda Henry, and 
they became the parents of ten children, 
eight of whom grew to maturity. His second 


marriage relation was with Mrs. Margaret A. 


Clark, and his last marriage alliance was with | 
| a daughter of Samuel Hibb, of Paw Paw dis- 


| trict, this county. 


Zelpha Phillips. 

Francis Mason (father) was the eldest child, 
and was born December 4, 1816, in Monon- 
galia county, and died November 11, 1885. 
He was a farmer by avocation, a Baptist in 





religious faith, sentiment and practice, anda | 


member of the home guards during the Civil | 


War. 


He married Mary, a daughter of Goyne | 


Eddy, of Monongalia county. Eleven children | 


were the issue of this marriage: George W., | 


deceased ; Cordelia, deceased, was the wife of | 


Cornelius W. Thomas; Ulysses, deceased, 


enlisted in company “M,” Fourteenth Virginia | 


infantry, near the beginning of the war, and | 


served three years, when he was killed by 
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Mosby’s guerrillas while carrying a message 
from Winchester to Martinsburg; Joshua, 
Margaret and Matilda, all deceased; Sarilda, 
deceased, was the wife of Jarrett Hawkins; 
Sarena, wife of W. F. Simpson, of Monongalia 
county ; Elza M., living; Francis M. (subject) ; 
and Prudy, who married Sanford Wilson, of 
Paw Paw district, this county. 

Mr. 


farm, and is indebted to the common schools 


Mason was born and reared upon a 


for his educational training. 

He has always followed the pursuits of a 
tiller of the soil, and, since 1894, where he now 
resides ; he owns a farm of one hundred and 
sixteen acres in the oil belt, and underlaid 
with coal. He is a member and deacon of 
the Baptist church, and takes a lively interest 
in all matters pertaining to the welfare and 


progress of the same. He has been twice 


| married; first time on September 12, 1886, to 


Emma, a daughter of Isaac Wise, of Monon- 
galia county, and one child, Ella D., now de- 
ceased, came to this union. 

Mrs. Mason died May 5, 1888, and Mr. 
Mason’s second marriage relation was entered 
into on October 16, 1892, with Miss Dora O., 


<_< 


E D. MORGAN, a prosperous farmer of 

* Marion county, anda veteran Union 
soldier of the late Civil War, who was at 
Appomattox court-house, is a son of George 
B. and Hannah (Dudley) Morgan, and was 
born in what is now Lincoln district, Marion 
county, West Virginia, January 4, 1838. He 
was reared on the home farm, received his 
education in the schools of his boyhood days, 
and engaged in farming, which has been his 


life vocation, He owns one hundred and 
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forty-four acres of his father’s farm, which is | 


well adapted to grazing and grain raising. 
Mr. Morgan has made many improvements 
on his farm, which is underlaid with the finest 
of the West Virginia coal-veins. On August 
14, 1862, he enlisted in company 


Twelfth West Virginia infantry, and served in 


| 


“ EF” 
| 


William French; Jessie; James F., deceased; 
and Ira Homer. 

E. D. Morgan is a great-grandson of 
David Morgan, whose celebrated encounter 
with Indians constitutes one of the most thrill- 


ing pages of American frontier history. In 


the sketches of Hon. Henry B. Morgan and 


the Eighth army corps up to December, 1864, | 


when his company was transferred to the 
First Independent division of the Twentieth 
corps, then in the Army of the James, in 


! his children. 


_which he remained until he was honorably — 
discharged from the Federal service on June | 


16, 1865. Mr. Morgan participated in the 


_ Farmington. 


battles of Martinsville, December 22, 1862; 

Kingstown, July 24, 1863; Tucker’s Gap, in | 
1864; Winchester, September 19, 1864; Cedar | 
Creek, in 1864; and Petersburg, April 2, | 


1865. 


When Lee evacuated Richmond and | 


Petersburg, he was in the division that cut off — 
the Confederate chieftain’s retreat at Appo- 


mattox court-house. He helped to capture 


in the valley of Virginia the man who was | 


Lee’s guide at Gettysburg. 


_ Mr. Morgan is a republican in politics, and | 
has been for some years a member of Meade — 
Post, No. 6, Grand Army of the Republic, | 


He 
’ business man and a prosperous farmer of 


at Fairmont. 


Lincoln district, which he has never been | 
tempted to leave by the offered advantages | 
of any other section of the county, the state | 


Or country. 
On March 28, 1862, E. D. Morgan mar- 


ried Mary L. Burgoyne, a daughter of Charles | 


E. Burgoyne, of Grafton. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Morgan have been born ten children: Clara 
Belle, wife of Ezekiel Brandt, a blacksmith of 
Barracksville, this State; Charles E.; Abbie 
F., wife of Coleman Parrish, a, farmer of Lin- 
coln district; Ida J.; George W.; Lucille; 


is a solid, substantial | 
| line of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. He 


- Ohio; 





| large landowner of the county. 


the Morgan family, that appear in this volume, 
will be found a full account of David Morgan, 
together with his ancestry and the history of 
David Morgan’s son, David L. 
Morgan, was a Presbyterian, and a well-to-do 
farmer, residing two miles east of the site of 
He of 
Berkeley county, Virginia, and their children 


married Eve Bultz, 


were: Jacob, who was a farmer; Morgan, who 
owned a farm in Harrison county, where he 
died; George B. (father); William A., who 
was a farmer of Howard county, Indiana; 
Levi, who owned a farm in Maryland; Wil- 
loughby, now a miller of Monroe county, 
and Maria, wife of Absalom Davis, 
of Monroe county, Ohio. George B. Mor- 
gan was born February 26, 1805, in Lincoln 
district, where he died July 8, 1875. He 
learned the trade of stone-cutter, which he 
followed continuously during his life-time at 
Fairmont and Farmington, and along the 


volunteered to go to Mexico as a soldier, but 
the war closed before his company was called 
to report for duty. 

He was a republican, and a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church, and served for 
several years as overseer of the poor for Lin- 
coln district. On September I, 1829, George 
B. Morgan married Hannah Dudley, a daugh- 
ter of Asa Dudley, a land surveyor, and a 
Mr.and Mrs. 
Morgan had eight children: Asa D., who died 
in childhood; Elvira, wife of Herschel Darby; 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 


Jemima, who married Coleman Morris, a mil- | 


ler of Clinton county, Ohio; E. D. (subject); 
and Luther, James R., William L, and Mary 
C., all of whom died in childhood. 


Se 


ILLIAM RIDGELY, one of the foremost 


business men, and the first mayor of | 


West Fairmont, was born in the city of Cum- | 


berland, Alleghany county, Maryland, April 3, 


1825, and is a son of Charles and Elizabeth | 


(Fowler) Ridgely. 
his native city, where he received his educa- 
tion in the private and subscription schools of 
his boyhood days. Leaving school he was 
engaged for three years in farming in the 
vicinity of Cumberland, and then engaged in 
the mercantile business in that city. Five 
years later, in 1861, he came to Fairmont and 
commenced the general mercantile business, 
in which he continued successfully for over 
twenty years. He then turned his attention 
to his present real estate business, and has his 
office in West Fairmont, where he has resided 


ever since. 


perous trade in his last and present line of | 


business. He owns a farm of seventy acres, 
which now lies within the corporate limits of 
West Fairmont, and which when laid out in 
lots and improved will add largely to the 
wealth, progress and prosperity of the place. 
While in the mercantile business Mr. Ridgely 


became one of the organizers of the Peoples’ 


He grew to manhood in | 
| manufacture of brick, and in the ice busi- 


He has built up a large and pros- | 





Bank of Fairmont, which he served as pre- | 


sident for some time. In political faith he has 
always been a democrat, ever yielding to 
the cardinal principles of that party a hearty 
support. 
West Fairmont, holding that office from 18— 


until 18—~ His administration of the muni- 


He served as the first mayor of 


cipal affairs of his town was such as won him 


183 


the commendation of his fellow-citizens, irre- 
spective of political opinion or party affilia- 
tion, and he retired from the office with the 
good will of the citizens of the place. 

Mr. Ridgely was united in marriage with 
Mary E. Stafford, daughter of Joseph Staf- 
ford, of northeastern Virginia, and a resi- 
To 


six children, 


dent of near Cumberland, Maryland. 
their union have been born 
four sons and two daughters: David, now a 
resident of the city of Baltimore, Maryland ; 


Lloyd and Frank, who are engaged in the 


ness at Fairmont; William, who has been in 
the general mercantile business at West Fair- 
mont for some years; Elizabeth L., wife of 
Thomas F. Bradenbaugh, a druggist of West 
Fairmont, and Cora. 

The Ridgely family was settled at an early 
day in Maryland, where Absalom Ridgely, 
the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
was born, and died at Annapolis, that state. 
His son, James Ridgely (father), was born in 
Annapolis and settled in Cumberland, in his 
native state, about 1810. He served as a 
soldier in the second war for independence, 
when the British burned the national capitol 
and attacked the city of Baltimore. Some 
years after returning from the army he re- 
moved to Annapolis, the capital city of the 
state, and resided there until his death in 
1855. James Ridgely was an industrious 
and useful citizen. He wedded Elizabeth 
Fowler, who was a daughter of Fow- 
—, and died in 18—, aged 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Ridgely reared a 
family of nine children, of whom six are 











ler, of 


still living. 
The Ridgely family is of English ancestry, 


| and its earliest American home was in Mary- 


land, where its members were among the 
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order-loving and law-obeying element of pop- 


| 


ulation, and wherever its descendants have © 


been found since they have always maintained 
the good name of the family. 


———sS—_—_—__ 


OSIAH W. P. JARVIS, M.D., a graduate 
of the Western Medical 
Baltimore, and now in successful practice 


at Amos, Marion county, is a physician of 


College, of | 


came to Philippi about 1845, and at the close 
of the war was sent to Baltimore, Mary- 
land, where he died in 1889, at the ripe old 
age of eighty-four years. To Granville E. 
and Anna Maria Jarvis were born eleven 
children, of whom four grew to maturity : Dr. 
Josiah W. P.; Claude S., assistant cashier, at 
Philadelphia, of the Western Union Telegraph 


_ company; Anna, now a stenographer in Phila- 


skill and ability, who acquired at an early | 


age a thorough knowledge of the profession | 


of his choice. He is a son of Granville E. 
Philippi, Barbour county, Virginia (now West 


Virginia), February 28, 1853. His paternal 


delphia; and Lillian, a stenographer and 
teacher in Philadelphia. 


Josiah W. P. Jarvis received his education 


| in the public schools of Grafton and Baltimore, 
and Maria (Reeves) Jarvis, and was born at | 


Maryland, and Flemington college. At the 


completion of his college course he com- 


| menced the study of medicine 


grandfather was the celebrated Rev. Solomon | 


Jarvis, who was an old-side Baptist minister | 


at Philippi, where he owned and operated a | 


farm, store and mill. He wasa noted preacher | 


throughout northwestern Virginia, and died 
about 1852 at eighty years of age. He mar- 
ried Henrietta Rightmire, and their children 
were: Granville E., father; Margaret, wife of 
Isaac Strickler; Mary Ellen, married Nathan 
Taft, and is now dead; Angeline, wife of John 
Byer; Henrietta; Columbia, wife of Judge 
W. T. Ice, of. Philippi; William D. F., a 
lumber merchant of this State; and Solo- 
mon. Granville E. Jarvis was born near 
Pruntytown, in Taylor county, and for many 
years was a prominent merchant and exten- 


sive business man of Webster and Grafton. 


and only retired from active life in 1885. 


valley of Virginia. Her father was 
Josiah W. Reeves, an able Methodist Epis- 
_ copal minister and a very popular man, who 





with Dr. 
Thomas Kennedy, of Grafton, and the next 
year (1874) attended the Western Medical col- 
lege of Baltimore, where he received his first 
course of lectures. He then served one year 
of the Baltimore infirmary, and at the 





as 
end of that time returned to Philippi, where he 
practiced over a year. He then returned to 
the Western Medical College, took his second 
course of lectures, and was graduated from 
that institution in the class of 1876. In March, 
1877, he came to Amos, in Marion county, 
where he soon proved himself to be a skilled 
and successful physician, and laid the founda- 
tion for the large and remunerative practice 
which he now enjoys. 

On April 16, 1880, Dr. Jarvis was united in 


| marriage with Ida R. Hawes, a daughter of 
He also dealt largely in oil and real estate, | 
He | 
is a Baptist, a democrat and a Mason. About | 
1850 Mr. Jarvis married Anna Maria Reeves, | 
a member of the old Reeves family of the | 
Rev. 


David Hawes, of Basnett, Marion county. 
Their union has been blessed with one child, 





a son named Claude, who was born 
Dr. Jarvis is a liberal democrat in political 
opinion, and gives intelligent attention to 
state and national affairs, upon which he keeps 
himself well informed. He is one of the 


highest degree Odd Fellows in the state, being 


7 -GMA SADINIAROODIE 































; 7 a ei 
tr duods jqailidl of sme | -qoq lo insmale gniyedo-wal bos .gnivol- | 
tf sew ot Je svat einabmsoesb ati-soveodw bas 9 


1 te O88: nt heib yore ’-bos!  benistniaé ayawia ova yodd soutie basct ee Y 


77 ‘| e1Bey Vt r » fs io 396 | J lena oft Ao oman b 
i ; & 
j yar =éev" Aa ne nA bre | Po 





i al ‘ > V in) at Slaubs7TQ & Lb at.5 if PIV as i ae We i 








sides jneieders ,.< al :.4.W aaieo, A q 
ru oT ain | SW odtto cidalsbslidt 10> sgslloQ) ImiboM mele iW oil e : 
~rli i ywonsie s won annA 7 etSqGMos — soitosiq ftleesosowe fh WOR hae ona et 
J qEeryens s meillil ban ypaidqled | to asinieydg & 2i yinuos nonsM 20rd 
5 siigispal ni ydssot vhige és 16 bows pas odw ~wilids bas i 
- : hevieost sivisl .2 .W deze nolestorwg ott to ggbolwoad siguororlt's 
ye noflew jo aloodse sildeq orit ti St sttivnaiD Yonoe « 2i oH scious ® 
eyiios soignimel’ bas .baahcelt is mod eaw bor = (eovnesT) sina I Eh 
- woo do notelqmen to Wwon) ai niga ¥ anves wod sel tq 
(1 ditw spiotborm i ‘Yor it boone  ieotaing et .gght Bs neuide (sin nw 
bes note) ‘lo boine A sumed?  somelog vedi bs tierdolso od enw t9els 
-loy lavibelt motes W orld bobasite (p yer) 122% vetainie dediqatl sbie-blo as 2s¥ oni vt if 
jou cil Wevievsr ott camiw somite Io sys! «= # baimage bas bonwo od orodw Jqqili@ias 
oy odo bavise oot sft zoos! loses | tedoanig beton seaw oH .lim bas s10saqm 
(fi ‘1 eg ceuparmiel semis sito ——45 beib bas sini V atmteowsinon iworlguovds 
ions id of berwis) ort. isto bas | ~tHO oH ge lo awey wr 16 284 wods 
banrats tH 3! ) basitvang ” werblids sods bay ,vitantlyit 
id door seslied Iecibs wives Wail | Yo Siw aoe prada .3 
aod belavhep esw bas «owtosl lo 2210095 cate, Seam oll ye 5% 
Mont 521 0 eesis ort a: nats fdenisel: | slot to dtiv nileanA ; best 
ruot poe ai somA 6? sink st tn | sgbal to Siw ,sidimeloD >aitetnelt, iy 
psltidle o sd of Weermid bevorg coer 9a ois | 6 od fell pag list lo ol. TW 


hintet sd? biel bn araidleyd Ivtezssove bre -olo@ bas ;atde <idt lo tasfovemas denul 


| kA rPee io oi mm ae a 
P ' be re - 4 
7 ntjL19 TIS? 7 + DRE SQ ai wot Aoi 1 $a3n rrr anw eiv7el a oliver) lt 
‘ 
a eyniie wore doniw | ynert vol bes. ,WRhos. ralysT mm wong 
evo. Dit Of ; 4 


IngA nO | «negxs bre Inesoroen InoniMaT & 25W) MBSY 
iw Sysivsem softer? bre satedeV/ to osm z2onien id ovie 


pesi® 


i betioy eaw etvisl 11 Ose! 01 

1 ff fad _t.7% 

- gO isifeush > .e- WETI .f1 sh} 
a 


~~cM stancell 1 weH bived | stetze len bas fio ai ylogral orn oH 


fanesa 19 94 


blido sno ditw beezeld need esi doin tisdT | oH .9881 sist! aves mom bouse 
i mod eewodw Sbusld bomen noes | Ju odA ooesM « brs tat yornaly dal 


Isiadi! s ai zinal od | oveoA o saul. berate aivial 


ni 90Ttsb i a 
- nolineiis insygilloint esvig bas ,nomiqo | 19 ; 
* neal “ a i 
qesd si doidw noqu 2ritfts-Isnotsa bas sete ‘A wed ew avidin: wH ie io YP 

ait Jo'sne eh SH © bommdini [ow Usemid | seigdl. sebode aide m2 gener | 

| ree a 


eitdinanas stit at ewolls bbO sorgab teodgin | orlw \asne mini 7 


: , Po cate 


wt: a. ne a . : - - fits 
ee neal | 


ad 


OF 


MARION COUNTY. 


185 





a member and er grand of Mill City T Lodge, 
No. 


' ler, of Pantlep vanes and their eilaten were: 


190, and a member and past officer of | 


Mountain City Encampment, No. —, Inde- | 


pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 


He was the | 


representative of his lodge, in 1891, to the | 


grand lodge of West Virginia, that met that 
year at Grafton, and has taken the patriarch 
Canton, No. — 
He 
is also a member of Marion Lodge, No. —, 
Knights of Pythias, and Council, No. 
58, Junior Order of United American Mechan- 
ics. 





militant degree in 
which is the highest degree in the order. 





Dr. Jarvis is a pleasant and genial gen- 
tleman, a useful and public-spirited citizen, 
and a prominent and popular physician. 








S 


| Oe JOHN A. BUCK, a popular busi- 
ness man and progressive citizen of 
Farmington, and the present grand master of 


the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of | 


the State of West Virginia, is a son of Har- 


rison and Elizabeth L. (Floyd) Buck, and was | 
| of the Mannington schools until 


born in what is now Lincoln district, Marion 
county, West Virginia, February 17, 1849. 
John A. Buck is in the fourth generation from 


Michael Buck, who came in 1750 tothe United | 


States, and was successively a resident of Del- 





aware, Maryland and Pennsylvania, dying near | 


Uniontown, in Fayette county, of the last 


named state. He owned a good farm, and 


his son Nicholas, who was born near Union- | 


town, came to what is now Lincoln district 
about the year 1800. 


Nicholas Buck had five brothers, David, 


_ Parrish, a neighboring farmer. 


‘Marion county in 1872. 


John, who is a farmer; 


Mary Ann, married Caleb Davis, of Calhoun 


Harrison, father ; 
county, and is now dead; and a son who 
died in boyhood. Harrison Buck was born 
August 28, 1826, and died December 2, 
1865. He was a farmer and a democrat, 
and in 1848. married Elizabeth L. Floyd, 
who was a daughter of Henry T. Floyd, 
who died in 1850, at the age of twenty- 
John A., 
subject; and Dorsey, a farmer. After Mrs. 
Buck’s death, Mr. Buck married, for his second 


four years, leaving two children: 


| wife, Mary Parrish, a daughter of Calder H. 


By his second 
marriage Mr. Buck had eight children, of 
whom but one is living, Ella D. John A. 
Buck was reared on the farm, received his ed- 
ucation in the public and graded schools of 
his county, and then (1867) engaged in teach- 
ing, which he followed for seven years, being 
principal of the Farmington graded schools 
for three years, and holding the principalship 
he 
elected superintendent of the free schools of 


Was 


He served as county 
superintendent from 1873 to 1875, and did 
much during his term of office to increase the 
efficiency of the free schools, and to elevate 
the profession of teaching. Retiring from the 
superintendency, he was variously employed 
until 1879, when he' formed a partnership with 
I. N. Lough, under the firm name of Lough 


and Buck, and they conducted a general mer- 


_ cantile business at Farmington for three years. 


George, Solomon, Michael and John, and | 


six sisters, among whom were Mary and 


Sallie. Nicholas Buck was a successful farmer | 


for his day, and owned a part of the large | 


body of land that his father had patented in 
Lincoln district. 


He wedded Amelia Mil- | 


Then in 1881 the firm name was changed from 
Lough and Buck to that of Buck and Fox, 
the present title. They carry a large and 
complete assortment of goods, and have an 


They 
constantly carry about a seven thousand dol- 


extensive and remunerative patronage. 
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lar stock of goods, and do a business of about 
twenty thousand dollars a year. 


desk to the counting-room, efficiency and 


Mr. Buck 7 


has contributed largely to the building up of | 


the flourishing business which the firm enjoys. 
Known for efficiency and progress as an edu- 
cator, he is now recognized for ability and cor- 
Mr. Buck 


is a republican in politics, and has been a 


rect methods as a business man. 


honest, 


member of the Congregational church for | 


several years. 


He is active, congenial and 


popular, yet firm and unbending in supporting | 


any right cause or just measure, regardless of 


self-interest or public opinion. 4 
On October 20, 1880, Mr. Buck was united 
in marriage with Millie M. Short, of Clay 


district, Harrison county, this State. Mr. and 


Mrs. Buck have two children, a son anda 


daughter: John Lynde and Hazel L. 
Mr. Buck has always been an active laborer 


in every good work for the benefit of his town ! 
and the community, and has won the respect © 


and confidence of the public, whose best inter- | 


ests he has ever served independent of selfish | 


interest or hope of future gain. John A. Buck | 
is a member of Electric Lodge, No. 67, I. O. | 


O. F., and of the Encampment, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. 


He was initiated into | 


Electric Lodge on the night of institution, — 
September 4, 1873, took the five degrees | 
under the the old work of the order, and | 


passed all of its chairs. He became a mem- 
ber of the grand lodge at Martinsburg, in 
1875; was elected grand warden at Charleston 
in 1892, was made deputy grand master at 
Wheeling, in 1893, and was elected grand 
master of the Order in West Virginia, at 
Harper's Ferry, in 1894. He is a past high 
priest of Mountain City Encampment, No. 5, 


of Fairmont, and a member of the Grand En- | 
_ South; Mountain City Lodge, No.—, Knights 


campment of West Virginia. In every field 


where he has labored, from the principal’s 


progress have been the result, and in every 
office that he has held, from superintendent to 
grand master, careful supervision and an 
economic administration of affairs 
marked his course of action in most emphatic 


form. 
S 








ESSE G. FLOYD, a resident of near 
Rivesville and a man of varied and suc- 
cessful business pursuits, is a son of John L. 


and Elizabeth (Shuman) Floyd,and was born 


in Paw Paw district, Marion county, Virginia, 
(now West Virginia), March 25, 1853. He 
received his education in the pay or subscrip- 
tion schools of his district, and after following 
farming for fifteen years, went to Hoodsville, 
where he was engaged in the mercantile busi- 
At the end of that time 
he withdrew from merchandizing entirely and 


ness for four years. 


turned his entire attention to his present saw- 
mill business that he had commenced onasmall 
He 


afterwards associated with him a Mr. Swisher, 


scale when he first came to Hoodsville. 


under the firm-name of Floyd and Swisher, 
and to meet a great demand for their lumber, 
they ran three mills for a considerable length of 
time. At the present time the firm owns and 
operates but a single mill and have all the or- 
ders they can fill. Mr. Floyd is and old time 
democrat in political opinion.. He was a road 
surveyor for four years, served as a justice of 
the peace for one term, and has been a mem- 
ber of the board of education nearly continu- 
In 
1892 he was elected by the democratic party 
as assessor of one of the districts of Marion 


ously ever since he attained his majority. 


county, for a term of four years. He is a 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 


of Pythias, and Marion Lodge, No. 11, Inde- 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 


pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of Fairmont. 
He has held several offices in his respective 
lodges, and has been steward and trustee of 
his church. 

On September 12, 1872, Mr. Floyd married 
Belle Swisher, a daughter of George W. 
Swisher, a merchant of Paw Paw district, Mar- 
ion county. 

The paternal grandfather of Jesse G. Floyd, 
Henry Floyd, served as a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War, and was a farmer and 


shoemaker of Paw Paw district, in which he | 


died. He was_a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and married, for his second 
wife, Elizabeth Johnson, by whom he had 
nine children, two sons and seven daughters. 
One of the two sons was John L. Floyd, 
the father of the subject of this sketch. John 
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farming and stock-raising, with profitable re- 
sults, is a son of Henry and Martha (Felty) 
Michael, and was born in what is now Paw 


_ Paw district, Marion county, West Virginia, 


| Julyogjca8 to: 


He was reared on his father’s 
farm, attended the old subscription schools, 
and when he attained his majority commenced 
life for himself as a farmer. He also engaged 


to small extent in raising some stock, and in 


_ 1848 purchased his present well-improved 


L. Floyd was born May 11, 1808, in Paw | 
Paw district, Marion county, where he re-_ 


sided all of his life and died August 10, 1886. 
He owned a tract of two hundred and fifty 
acres of land and was among the most success- 


ful farmers of his district. He was a demo- 


crat and a Methodist, and married Elizabeth | 


Shuman, who was a daughter of John Shu- 
man, of Monongalia county, and died in 18—. 
To their union were born eleven children, 


nine sons and two daughters: Thomas, a | 


farmer of Paw Paw district; James, who was 


farm of one hundred and fifty acres of good 
land, which lies some miles from Hoods- 
ville, and is well situated in regard to school, 
church, and market. His early years of toil 
and care have been crowned with comfort and 
success, and in his later years he can look back 
over a long life spent honorably and indus- 
triously. Mr. Michael is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, South, and in 
politics has always supported the principles of 
the old-time democracy of Jefferson and Jack- 


/ son. 





engaged in farming, in Mannington district; | 


Henry and William, farmers of Paw Paw dis- 
trict; Johnson and Samuel, who are deceased ; 


Mr. Michael has been twice married. His 
first marital union was with Anna Musgrove, 
who was a daughter of David Musgrove, a 
prominent farmer of the county. In Sep- 
tember, 1882, he married Maggie Wilson, a 
daughter of Brackett Wilson. By his first 
marriage he had ten children: Samuel, Sarah 
C., Henry, Jonathan, Remus, James, Martha 
Ann, David, Felix, and Luther. All of these 


children are dead except Remus, James, 


: Luther, and Martha Ann, who is the wife of 


Crawford, engaged in farming in Paw Paw | 
district; three died young; and Jesse G, | 


whose name appears at the headof this sketch. 


_ OO 


OHN E. MICHAEL, an old and highly- | 
respected citizen of near Hoodsville, who | 


has devoted his entire time and attention to 


John Bell, a farmer. 

The paternal grandfather of Mr. Michael 
was Daniel Michael, of German descent, and 
a prosperous farmer of near Arnettsville, in 
Monongalia county. He served as a soldier 
in several Indian campaigns, and married a 
Mlss Arnett, by whom he had five child- 


ren, one son and four daughters: William, 
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Andy, James, Henry, and Mrs. Katie Haw- 
kins. 


| 


Henry Michael, father, was born and | 


reared in his native county, and in early | 


life came to what is now Paw Paw district, 
where he purchased a three hundred acre 
tract of land and became a very successful 
farmer. He was a democrat, and lived and 
died a strong adherent to the faith. He 
married Martha Felty, who was a daughter 
of George Felty. 


The children born to Henry and Martha | 


Michael were: Matilda, married John Lough, 
and Daniel and Felix, 
who were farmers; John E., subject; Sarah 
Ann, wife of a Mr. Cowell ;-Aeria, widow of 


is now deceased; 


Andy Hoag; and Dorcas, widow of Levi | 


° 


Yost. 


OHN SHARPS, a resident of near Rives- 
ville, and one of the industrious and 
thrifty farmers and tradesmen of Marion 
county, is a son of William and Margaret 


(Trickett) Sharps, and was born in Taylor | 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia), Sep- | 


tember 12, 1837. He received the limited 


education of his boyhood days, when the old | 


pay or subscription school was the highest 
institution of learning whose portals were 
open to the majority of farmers’ sons in most 
of the counties of the present State of West 
Virginia. Leaving school, he learned the 
trade of carpenter, which he has pursued 
more or less regularly up to the present time. 
In 18— he came to Marion county, and now 


and a quarter miles of Rivesville. He has a 
pleasant and comfortable home with neat and 
tasteful grounds. 
time between mechanical labors and farm pur- 
suits, and at the present time is acting asa 


Mr. Sharps divides his | 


general agent for the Canton Steel Roofing 
company, of Canton, Ohio. He is a demo- 


crat in political belief, but takes no very active 


| part in politics, and devotes his time and 





| died in 
owns a small but valuable farm within one | 


attention chiefly to his increasing business 
affairs. 

On May 1, 1862, Mr. Sharps wedded Isabel 
Amos, a daughter of John Amos, a farmer 
and blacksmith of Marion county. To this 
union have been born five children, three sons 
and two daughters: Thomas N., a carpenter, 
of Fairmont; Jennie M., wife of Clarence 


Creamer, of Barrackville; William F., a 
carpenter; and Charles and Nora, \ still 
at home. 


His 
paternal grandfather, Jesse Sharps, was a 


John Sharps is to the manner born. 


native of Taylor county, where he followed 
blacksmithing and owned a farm of one hun- 
died and thirty acres of land, which he kept 
in a high state of cultivation and production. 


| He was a democrat and Baptist, and married 


and became the father of four children, 
three sons and one daughter: William; John, 
who was a farmer, of Preston county ; George, 
who was a farmer and cattle-dealer of Taylor 
and afterwards of Calhoun county; and one 
who is now deceased. William Sharps was 
born in Marion county, and followed farming 
in Taylor county, where he owned a good 
farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres of 


land. He was a democrat in politics and 


| a Baptist in religion, like his father before 


him. He was a very successful farmer, and 
18—, when in the 
Mr. 





year of 


his age. Sharps married Margaret 


| Trickett, a daughter of William Trickett, 


a farmer, of Taylor county. Mrs. Sharps 
was born in Taylor county, and died in 
To Mr. and 


Mrs. Sharps were born three sons and four 


the county of her nativity. 
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daughters : Jesse, a farmer and blacksmith, of 
Upshur county; Lovina, married William 
Neptune, and is dead; Mary Jane, deceased, 


who was the wife of John Veach ; John, sub- 


| 


ject; Cynthia, a widowed lady; and Evaline, © 


who married Corbin Jamison, and is dead. 


AMES D. LLOYD, one of the older busi- 
ness men and most highly respected cit- 
izens of Palatine, Marion county, is a son of 
Andrew Leechman Standley and Maria (Mc- 
Allister) Lloyd, and was born at Valley Falls, 
Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
June 30, 1838. His father was born in Wash- 
ington county, Pennsylvania, and came from 
Monongahela City, that state, to Fairmont. 
While there he resolved upon going to the 


Pacific coast, and started for California. He 


was never heard from after leaving on the then | 


long and dangerous trip to the fair ocean- 
lying lands beyond the Rocky Mountains, 
and was one of the many whom friends and 
relatives mourned as lost, not knowing how 
they met death, whether by famine, fever or 
the Indian arrow. Andrew L. S. Lloyd mar- 
- ried Maria McAllister, and their family con- 
sisted of a number of sons and daughters. 


They were the second family to settle at _ Hughes, of Houlton, Marion county. 


Palatine. 

James D. Lioyd at six years of age was 
taken by his parents to near Palatine, where 
he grew to manhood and received his educa- 
tion in the ordinary schools of his neighbor- 








_ of the Supreme Court of appeals. 


store, which he conducted in connection with 
his meat market up to 1890. In that year he 
retired from both those lines of business, and 
since then has dealt to some extent in real 
estate. He is also connected with the Rich- 
mond Loan Association, and has an interest 
in some other enterprises, that while profit- 
able, yet do not require any large share of his 
time or attention. Slow, careful and certain 
in all of his business affairs, he has been sure, 
exact and successful in results. His long © 
residence in and actual knowledge of the 
country around Palatine enable him to deal 
intelligently in real estate there. 

Mr. Lloyd is a republican in politics, and 
served as township treasurer in 1869, and 
as constable some years later of Union dis- 
trict. 
nounced and firm, but not rash or erratic. He 
is a member of the order of the Knights of 
Honor. 

On August 25, 1864, James D. Lloyd 
wedded Virginia Nuzum, who was a daughter 
of Joel Nuzum, of Palatine, and died in Feb- 


ruary, 1866, at the age of twenty-three years, 


In politics as in business he is pro- 


leaving one child, John G., who married Iva 
Hair, and is employed in printing the affairs 
Two years 
after Mrs. Lloyd’s death Mr. Lloyd married 
Catherine Hughes, a daughter of James 
To 


this second union have been born five chil- 


| dren: Charles Earnest, a member of the pot- 


hood. He was employed in various kinds of | 
work until 1872, when he engaged in the | 


butcher business, which he followed for six | 


years. He then opened a general mercantile 


tery firm of Lloyd and Reger, of Palatine ; 
Minnie, Lawrence, now with the chinaware 
firm of Lyons and McKee, of Fairmont and 
Thomas H., a silversmith, and Anna. 
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S| ora R. HARTLEY, of near Palatine, | 
_ member of the Methodist Protestant church, 


and a substantial and comfortably situa- 


ted farmer, is a son of Joseph O. and Jemima | 


(Prickett) Hartley, and was born in what is 


| class-leader. 


now Lincoln district, Marion county, West | 


the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, | 


was a native of some eastern state, and came 
with his father, Joseph Hartley, Sr., to the 
vicinity of Prickett’s fort, where their remains 
"were interred when they died. Joseph Hart- 
ley, Sr., was a descendant of one of three 
Hartleys who were Quakers, and came over 
with Penn. He was born October 18, 1742, 
and his son, Joseph Hartley, was born 
February 10, 1773, and lived to see his 
ninety-first birth-day, dying in 1864. Joseph 


» Hartley owned a large farm in what is now | 
Lincoln district, was a member of the Metho- | 


dist Protestant church, and on November 13, 
1794, married Ann Hoult, who was born 
August 15,1775,and passed away October 12, 
1853, aged seventy-eight years. Their family 
consisted of ten children, four sons and six 
daughters: Ulysses, Polly, Ralph, Elizabeth, 
Mahala, Ann H., Nathan, Hannah, Sarah O., 
and Joseph O.; Ulysses and Ralph died in 


childhood; Polly married Mr. 


Kincaid; | 


Elizabeth wedded Mr. Talkington; Hannah | 
_ church, and a daughter of Daniel Dimond, a 


became the wife of J. J. Prickett; Sarah O. 
wedded Jacob Prickett, and is the only one 
of these children Joseph O. 
Hartley was born July 29, 1807, and died 
May 26, 1889. 
engineer, owned a large farm in Lincoln dis- 


now living. 


He was a surveyor and civil 


trict, and was a man of note and prominence. 
He was a democrat, and served fifteen years 


as a notary public, four years as assessor of | 
the east side of Marion county, besides hold- | 
ing at various times all the school offices of | 





his district, and serving for several years as | 
. = 


sergeant of a cavalry company. He was a 


in which he had been trustee, steward and 
On August 28, 1838, Joseph O. 
Hartley married Jemima Prickett, daughter 


Virginia, September 13, 1842. Joseph Hartley, | of. Richard Prickett, a farmer, and to their 


union were born two children: William, a 
banker of Chrisman, Illinois; and James R., 
whose name appears at the head of this 
sketch. Mrs. Hartley was a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church, 
away August 2, 1892. 


and passed 


James R. Hartley was reared on the farm, 
received his education in the ordinary schools 
of his district, and assisted his father in farm- 
ing until the death of the latter in 1889. He 
then purchased his present farm of two hun- 
dred and twenty-seven acres of land, which is 
partly underlaid with coal. Mr. Hartley has 
followed farming and stock-raising with good 
success all his life. He is a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church, in which he has 
served acceptably as a steward and class- 
leader. He has lived full well in steadily 
pursuing his chosen vocation with energy, 
patience and a spirit of true contentment. 

On September 26, 1871, Mr. Hartley was 
united in marriage with Jane Dimond, who 
is a member of the Methodist Protestant 


farmer and former resident of Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania. To their union were born two 
sons: William D. and Clarence O., who 
passed to the spirit world and life celestial 
when life terrestrial was opening before them 


| with all of its joys and its sorrows. 





o- 


EORGE ADAMS, a resident of Palatine 
for the last twenty-three years, and a sub- 
stantial and prosperous farmer of his district, 
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is a son of Abraham and Margaret (Jenkins) 


Adams, and was born June 18, 1842, in | 


Monongalia county, Virginia, now West Vir- 


ginia. His 


Adams, was a native of Maryland, and set- | 


| 


paternal grandfather, Thomas | 


tled in this county, where he died about | 


1854, at seventy years of age. He was a 


farmer by occupation, and his son Abraham | 


Adams was the father of the subject of this 
sketch. Abraham Adams was born in Mon- 
ongalia county, where he followed farming 
and teaming until his death, which occurred 
in 1842. 

He married Margaret jenkins, who is a 





daughter of 
_ two children, a son and a daughter. 


Mrs. Adams, after her husband’s death, | 
wedded Adam Smith, now deceased, and by | 
her second marriage had three children, two | 
sons and one daughter. She was born in 1824, | 


and now resides at Smithfield, Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania. 

George Adams grew to manhood in his 
native county, where he attended the district 
or old subscription schools. He chose farm- 


ing as his life pursuit, and followed the same 


in Monongalia county up to 1872, when he | 


removed to Palatine in Marion county. He 
there purchased a valuable farm underlaid with 
coal, and in addition to raising grain and 
stock, does a large and thriving business in 
mining and selling coal. The principal part 
of his coal trade is with Palatine and Fair- 
mont. 

On February 1, 1866, Mr. Adams was united 


in marriage with Eliza A. Hall, a daughter of 


Jenkins, and had a family of | 





James Hall, of Monongalia county, this State. | 


To their union have been born four sons and | 


nine daughters. 


George Adams is a member of the Baptist 
Church, with which he united a number of 
years ago. He is a member of Palatine 
Lodge, No. 84, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; No. —, Knights of Honor; and 
of the order of the National Union. He is 
an old-time democrat of the Jeffersonian 
school, and believes in an honest and econom- 
ical administration of the government, with 
a just regard to the rights and liberties of 
the people. Mr. Adams has served for six 
terms as a member of the borough council, 
and in 18— was nominated as their candi- 
date for county commissioner, but, along with 
the rest of the ticket, was defeated. 

Mr. Adams is an upright man anda good 
citizen, who is well and favorably known 
wherever he has resided in Monongalia and 


Marion counties. 
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ILLIAM L. DOOLITTLE, one of the 
older and well-known residents of Pala- 
tine, who has been prominent for over a quar- 
ter of a century in the local, civil and political 
affairs of his district, is a son of Thomas and 
Sarah Ann (McCausland) Doolittle, and was 
born seven miles southwest of Morgantown, 
in Monongalia county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), March 6, 1823. His paternal grand- 
father, Moses Holland, was a farmer of the old 
Holland settlement, in Monongalia county, 
where he died in 1852, at seventy-five years 
of age. He was twice married, first to a Miss 
Miller, and after her death wedded a Miss 
Riggs. He reared a family of five sons and 
five daughters, all born to his first wife. His 
son Thomas Doolittle was the father of the 
subject of this sketch. 
Thomas Doolittle was born in the old Hol- 
land settlement in 1798, and died on White 
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Day creek, in Marion county. 


an extensive and prosperous farmer and 


a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 


He was | 


in which he served for several years as a | 


steward. He was a democrat up to the late . 


Civil War, and after that a republican. In 


1822 he married Sarah Ann McCausland, a | 


daughter of 
burg, this State, who died 
in the 














year of her age. 


of whom three sons and two daughters are 
still living. 

William L. Doolittle was reared on the farm 
and received his education in the pay schools 
of Monongalia and Marion counties. 
leaving school in 1840, he went to Fairmont, 
where he spent three years in learning the 
trade of shoemaker, at which he has worked 
at various times in connection with other kinds 


of business. In 1848 he left his father’s farm 


McCausland, of Martins- | 
, 18—, when | 
They | 
had a family of six sons and four daughters, | 





On 


_ West Virginia), September 23, 1832. 


and removed to Palatine, where he has resided | 


ever since, excepting six years, from 1861 to | 


1867, spent as toll-gate keeper, in Taylor | 


county, and also served as postmaster while 


residing in the county. Within the last four 


years Mr. Doolittle has turned his atten-_ 


tion to photography, and has now a fully 
equipped photographic establisment. 
stanch republican, and has served several terms 
as a councilman of Palatine, of which he was 
mayor in 1887. 
two years, was justice of the peace from 1872 
to 1876, and in 1887 was elected a second time 
His 
first term of justice was when the justices con- 
stituted the old County Court. 


as justice, which office he still holds. 


Heisa 


Mr. Doolittle married Nancy Steel, of 
Monongalia county, who died and left one 
child, Nancy, now deceased. After Mrs. 
Doolittle’s death, Mr. Doolittle 1850, 
wedded Hannah M. Hugill, a daughter of 
Hugill, of Clarksburg. To this second 
union have been born seven children, six 
sons and one daughter: George, Luther, 
Jesse and William, who are dead; Carrie, 
wife of Albert E. Meredith, and U. G., still at 


home. 


in 











OHN COLEMAN FLEMING, a prosper- 
ous farmer of near Fairmont, and a 
member of one of the oldest families of West 
Virginia, is a son of Alfred and Margaret 
(Vandervort) Fleming, and was born on the 
farm on which he now resides, in the suburbs 
of Fairmont, Marion county, Virginia (now 
His 
paternal grandfather was Benoni Fleming, 
who came from Delaware in 1789 to western 
Virginia, and whose ancestry and descendants 
are given in the sketch of the Fleming family, 
which will be found elsewhere in this volume. 
Alfred Fleming, the father of the subject of 
this sketch, was born October 15, 1804, on the 
farm where he spent his life as a farmer. 
He was a democrat in politics, and died 


_ in September, 1883, when nearly completing 


He served as supervisor for | 


his seventy-ninth year. He was a steady, in- 
dustrious man, and wedded Margaret Vander- 
vort, a daughter of Vandervort, 


and who was born March 15, 1813, and died 








| August 29, 1887. The children of Alfred 


Mr. Doolittle — 


has been a member for fifty-four years of the | 


Methodist Episcopal church, in which he has 
held many local offices. He is a substantial 
business man and a good citizen. 


and Margaret Fleming were: John Coleman, 
subject; Fielding Marshall, who died while 
serving in the Union army during the late 
Civil War; Mary Ellen, wife of George May- 
ers, an active business man of Fairmont; 
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Martin Luther, a prosperous farmer of near 
Fairmont; and Martha A. 

John Coleman Fleming attended the old 
subscription schools at a time when they were 
barely beyond the pioneer stage of their ex- 
istence. He received a rather limited, but a 
very practical education, which he afterwards 
largely supplemented by some self-study and 
considerable amount ofreading. Heturned from 
the school-room to the plow, and has success- 
fully followed farming ever since. His farm origi- 
nally contained one hundred acres, but he has 
sold all of it except six acres to the Fairmont 


Development Company, and his once grain | 


fields are being fast graded into streets and 
building sites, where city trade and travel will 
succeed farm quiet and rural scenery. Mr. 
Fleming owns a second farm, which is a 
valuable tract of land near Farmington. In 
his chosen vocation of life he has done well, 
and while not piling up enormous gains, that 
often are dishonestly acquired, yet has earned 
an honest competency, involving no sacrifice 
of honesty or self-respect. 

Politically, he is a republican, and has sup- 
ported the principles of that party since the 
Thrifty 
and prudent, yet ever active and progressive, 
he has toiled hard, managed well, and com- 


commencement of the late Civil War. 


mands the respect and good-will of his neigh- | 


bors. 
In 
marriage with Fannie Conaway, a daugh- 


in 


1879, Mr. Fleming was united 


ter of George Conaway, of near Fairmont. | 


Mr. 
dren, two sons and one daughter: George 
Alfred, Nellie Margery, and William Cole- 
man. 


and Mrs. Fleming have three chil- 


2—13 


OHN O. HUEY, a leading druggist and 
one of the young successful business 


| men of Mannington who have carved out with 





honor their own life career, is a son of Jacob 
B. and Rebecca (Dancer) Huey, and was 
born near Logansport, in Marion county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), December 17, 
1859. His paternal grandfather, George W. 
Huey, was born and reared in Allegheny 
county, Pennsylvania, where he resided until 
1851, in which year he came to what is 
known as Huey’s run settlement in Marion 
county, where’ he lived the remainder of his 
life. 
the Ohio and Allegheny rivers, and after- 


In early life he followed boating on 


wards turned his attention to agricultural 
pursuits, in which he was engaged during 
He was an old- 
line whig, and married Mary W. Wilson, by 
whom he had nine children, eight sons and 
one daughter. His son Jacob B. Huey, father, 


the remainder of his life. 


was born near Elizabethtown, in Allegheny 
county, Pennsylvania, and came with his 
parents, in 1851, to Marion county, where he 
followed farming until 1862, when he enlisted 
in company “B,” Fourteenth West Virginia 
volunteer infantry. He participated in a num- 
ber of hotly contested battles, among which 
was Fisher's Gap, at which he was wounded, 
but recovered and afterwards sickened on a 
march and died in a hospital, in Virginia. 
Before the war, Jacob B. Huey wedded Re- 
becca Dancer, a daughter of Jonathan Dancer, 
of Preston county, and their union was blessed 
with two children: John O. and George. 
John O. Huey passed his boyhood days on 
the farm, attended the free schools and was 
engaged in different kinds of agricultural work, 
until he was nineteen years of age. He was 
then variously employed until 1886, when he 
became a clerk in the drug store of J. N. Ogle. 
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Liking that business, he studied so well to 
qualify himself for its successful pursuit that 
he passed the pharmaceutical examination in 
1888. Shortly afterwards he opened a drug 
store and in a short time purchased the stock 
of J. N. Ogle, with whom he had served as a 
clerk. After combining his two stocks of 
drugs, he sold them to J. M. Telrich, and on 
October 1, 1889, he removed to his present 
place of business at No. 201 Market street. 
Mr. Huey handles fresh and pure drugs, sta- 
tionery, school and other books, paints, oils, 
dyes and all other articles to be found ina 
first-class drug house outside of a large city. 


_ Aside from the demands that his business 


makes upon his time, he gives his attention to 
the improvement of his borough. He takes 
an interest in its schools and churches and of 
all new enterprises born within the incor- 
porated territorial limits of Mannington. 
is member of Mannington Lodge, No. 31, 
Free and Accepted Masons. He is one of 
the highest degree Odd Fellows in the United 
States, and holds membership in Evening 
Star Lodge, No. 54, the Encampment and the 
Canton. 

Mr. Huey wedded Delia Newell, a daugh- 
ter of S. B. Newell, of Mannington, and their 
union has been blessed in the birth of two 
children: Lowery B. and Glenn. 

Mr. Huey has always been identified in poli- 
tics with the republican party. Being a popu- 
lar gentleman of pleasing manners and fine 


business tact, Mr. Huey soon acquired prestige | 


after he had opened his drug house and at 
the same time built upa profitable trade, which 


He | 








he has ever since conducted. He has a neat | 


and carefully arranged establishment in which | 


order and taste are evident to every eye.’ 


Energetic and enterprising, though not osten- 
tatious and vain, Mr. Huey is modest and re- 


tiring, he discharges all of his transactions with 


promptness and fidelity. 





Ss 





J AMES A. HOUGH, a well-known, active 
and experienced business man of Man- 
nington, who-has successfully managed im- 
portant enterprises in three different states of 
the Union, is the only child of Joseph and 
Elizabeth (Van Zandt) Hough, and was born 
at Fairmont, Marion county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), July 18, 1842. 
One of the early settlers of western Vir- 
ginia, who came from Loudoun county, Vir- 
ginia, in the early years of the present cen- 


| tury, was Thomas Hough, the grandfather of 


the subject of this sketch. Thomas Hough 
settled in Harrison county, and afterwards 
died on the Mississippi river, while on a busi-’ 
ness trip. 

He was a cabinet-maker by trade and a 
whig in politics, and wedded Sarah Bartolet, 
by whom he had eight children, five sons and 
three daughters. His son, Joseph Hough 
(father), was born at Clarksburg, in Harrison 
county, December 10, 1818, and between 
1830 and 1840 removed to Fairmont, which 
he left in 1850 to become a resident of Man- 


_nington, where he died October 26, 1883. 


He learned the trade of painter, which he fol- 
lowed up to 1850, and then was engaged in 
the general mercantile business at Manning- 


ton for thirty years. He retired from active 


| business in 1880, and at the time of his death 


owned considerable real estate. He was a 
whig and republican in politics, and during 
the late Civil War was appointed asa United 
States marshal, an office that he held for 


several years. He married Elizabeth Van 
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Zandt, who was born May 18, 1822, and died 
June 10, 1865. 
James A. Hough was reared, until he was 


MARION 


| 


| 


nine years of age, at Fairmont, and then was | 
taken to Mannington, where he received his | 


education in the graded schools of that place. 
At eighteen years of age he became a tele- 


graph operator, and three years later, in 1863, | 
embarked in the general mercantile business | 


at Mannington. 
from merchandizing, and opened an hotel and 
livery stable, which he operated up to 1870, 
when he went to Oakland, Maryland, where 
From Oakland he 
went to southwestern Missouri, where he re- 


he remained but a year. 
mained three years. Returning from the west 
in 1884, he engaged in his present business 
of farming. He owns the home farm of one 
hundred acres adjoining the borough of Man- 


nington, and this land promises to become | 


very valuable in the near future. He is a 
successful farmer, and bestows the same at- 
tention to his present agricultural operations 
that he gave to his varied business enterprises 
in the past. 


On December 31, 1863, he married Mary 


Ten years later he retired | 





J. Beatty, a daughter of James C. and Maria | 
B. (Dent) Beatty, and a sister to Newton S. | 
Beatty, one of the most prominent and suc- | 


cessful business men of Mannington. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hough have three children living: 
Clara E., wife of Philip Deitz, who is engaged 
in the saddlery and harness business ; Sarah 
C., wife of Albert J. Simon, of Mannington; 
and Willa E. 


Mr. Hough is a republican in his party 


affiliations, and has served continuously as | 


constable of his district since 1884. He 
earnestly supports the general policy of his 
party, and especially every measure calculated 


to afford protection to American industries, or 
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is in any way necessary to their up-building 
Mr. Hough 
has a very pleasant home, which is happily 


and prosperous perpetuation. 


presided over by Mrs. Hough, who is an in- 
Mr. Hough is 
a good business man and conducts any enter- 


telligent and amiable woman. 


prise in such a manner as to win confidence 
and assure success. 


ARRISON W. JOHNSON, a prominent 
and public-spirited citizen of Manning- 


| ton, who may feel justly proud of his magnifi- 


cent war record and great business success, is 
a son of Wick and Clarissa B. (Zinn) Johnson, 
and was born three miles south of Grafton, on 


| Tygarts river, in Taylor county, Virginia, 


The 
Johnson family is of Scotch-Irish extrac- 


now West Virginia, November 3, 1841. 


tion, and Wick Johnson was born in what 
is now West Virginia, and died on Tygarts 
river, in 1841. In early life Mr. Johnson 
kept a hotel at Kingwood, the county seat 
of Preston county, where he was well and 
kindly remembered as an excellent landlord 
a few years ago, by the then surving old 
people of that beautiful and prosperous 
town. From Kingwood Mr. Johnson _re- 
moved to Evansville, in the same county, 
where he was engaged for some time in the 
general mercantile business. He finally went 
to Tygarts river, where he followed farm- 
ing until his death in 1841. As landlord, 
merchant, and farmer, Mr. Johnson was pop- 
ular, and had the good will of all who knew 
him. 

He married Clarissa B. Zinn, who was a 
member of the old and honorhble Zinn family 


of West Virginia. Mrs. Johnson was born 
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in 1801, and died at Independence, Preston 
county in 1875, aged seventy-four years. Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnson had a family of nine chil- 
dren, six sons and three daughters. 

Harrison W. Johnson was after the death 
of his father brought by his mother to Preston 
county, where he was reared ona farm, and 
received such an education as the old sub- 
scription schools afforded in the last stage of 
their existence. Leaving school he was en- 
gaged in farm work until 1862, when he en- 
listed in company “B,” Third West Virginia 
cavalry, and served till the close of the war, 
being honorably discharged from the Federal 
service in 1865. 

He was appointed sergeant of his company 
shortly after enlisting, and underwent all the 
privations and sufferings of a soldier’s life in 
the fatiguing campaigns and forced marches 
of his regiment in the Shenandoah, and two 
months passed in the terrible rebel prisons at 
Richmond, Virginia. He saw his first active 


service in the Shenandoah Valley, where he | 


was in two engagements, one under General 


Averill and one under General Crook, and he | 


was in the two days’ siege of General Milroy. 


He was taken prisoner at Winchester, and con- | 


fined for two months in the rebel prison at 


Richmond before he was exchanged. Return- | 


ing to the Union army, he was under Hunter 


in his Lynchberg raid, and then participated | 


in Sheridan’s wonderful campaign in the valley 
that gave commander and soldiers alike a 
“high niche in the temple of fame.” With 
Sheridan in his daring raids and famous battles 
inthe valley, he then served under him at Five 


Forks, and was a part of the cavalry curtain | 


that drew aside at Appomattox court-house 
to reveal to Lee the embattled legions of Grant 
and the fall of the Southern Confederacy. 





After the close of the war, Mr. Johnson re- | 
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turned to Preston county, where he was en- 
gaged in the manufacture of lumber until 1872. 
In that year he removed to Mannington dis- 
trict and continued in the lumber business 
until 1890. 
L. C. Furbee engaged in the manufacturing 


In the meantime (1882) he and 


enterprise, under the firm name of Furbee 
and Johnson, a partnership that continued 
up to 1890, when Mr. Johnson retired from 
both this and the lumber business to embark 
in general merchandizing at Mannington, 
which he has followed successfully up to 
the present time with Frank Burt, under the 
They pur- 
chased the fine store-room and large stock of 
Friend H. Burt, and have continually added 
to the conveniences of the one and the amount 


firm name of Johnson and Burt. 


| of the other until now they have one of the 


largest and heaviest-stocked general mercan- 
tile establishments in the northern part of 
Marion county. 

In 1866, Mr. Johnson was united in mar- 
riage with Augusta J. Hull, of Philippi, Bar- 
bour county. To their union have been born 
five children, three boys and two daugh- 
ters: William H., the present mayor of Man- 
nington and manager of Johnson and Burt’s 
mercantile establishment; Charles W.; Clar- 
issa A.; Clinton B.; and Lizzie. 

In politics Mr. Johnson takes an active 
part. He is a member of the Methodist Epis- 
Marion Lodge, of the 
He is a straightforward 


copal church, and 
Knights of Honor. 
man of generous disposition and fine business 
qualifications. He is an affable and pleasant 
gentleman, liberal 


placing much stress upon conduct and char- 


in his sentiments, and 


acter as essentials in all affairs of business, 
church, and state. He is a warm advocate 
of public improvements in all lines that add 


either to the value of church and school, or 
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to municipal or county growth and progress. 
Harrison W. Johnson is of that class of men 
whose life-work is representative of the solid 
worth and true progress and prosperity of 
the community in which they reside. 





> 





AMES A. THOMAS, a prosperous farmer | 


of Mannington district, Marion county, 
West Virginia, is a son of Israel and Orpha 
(Brookover) Thomas, and was born on the 
old Thomas homestead, on Flat run, this 
county, May 30, 1846, 
His ancestors were of Welsh nativity, his 


great-grandfather, Thomas, having emigrated | 


from Wales to western Pennsylvania, locat- 
ing in Fayette county, where Joseph Thomas, 
grandfather, was born. 
pioneers to settle on the head waters of 
Flat run, where he took up and purchased 


He was among the 


a large tract of from twelve hundred to 
fifteen hundred acres of land, upon which 
he spent the greater part of his life, dying 
in 1870, at the advanced age of one hun- 
dred years. 
Monongalia county, and they became the 
parents of ten children, five sons and five 
daughters. Of this family, Israel Thomas, 
father, was the sixth child. He was born on 
the Flat run homestead in November, 1810, 
and died in September, 1885, having followed 
the arts of husbandry as his occupation all 
his life. 

The boyhood days of James A. Thomas 
were passed upon hs father’s farm, and he 
profited by attendance upon the subscription 
schools. 


farm where he now lives, containing one hun- 
_dred and eighty-two acres, situated in the oil 
belt, and upon which are a number of wells, 





He married Nancy Riggs, of | 





| West Virginia. 
He then took to farming and has | 
made that his life work since 1874, upon the | 








and all underlaid with coking coal. In mat- 
ters political, Mr. Thomas is a democrat, and 
from January I, 1892, to January I, 1895,acted 
in the capacity of deputy sheriff of the county 
of Marion. 

On October 15, 1887, he joined company 
“QD,” First West Virginia infantry, of the 
National Guard, as fourth sergeant, in which 
capacity he served three years, when he was 
promoted to second lieutenant, and in 1894 
was eleven days at the Boggs run strike. He 
was mustered out October 15, 1894. On April 
17, 1870, he married Nancy A., a daughter of 
William Ammons, a farmer of Monongalia 
county, West Virginia. Three sons were born 
to this marriage: William I. L., a merchant of 
Flat run; John W. B., a farmer of this district, 
and Charles F. E., athome. Fraternally, Mr. 
Thomas is amember of Lee Castle, Knights 
of the Golden Eagle, at Metz, this county, 
and religiously, a trustee of the Baptist church. 








-—) 


MERSON THOMAS is a son of Israel 

and Orpha (Brookover) Thomas, and 

was born on his father’s farm November 12, 

1858. Emerson Thomas is a brother of James 

A. Thomas, whose sketch appears above, in 

which will be found something of the ancestral 
history and origin of the family. 

Emerson Thomas was reared upon the farm, 
and was educated in the common schools of 
Mannington district. His farm, containing 
eighty acres, is a part of the original home- 
stead, and is located in the rich oil belt of 
On October 13, 1879, Mr. 
Thomas and Lucinda, a daughter of William 
Ammons, were united in marriage, and one 
child, Bessie G., blessed this union. 
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| aaa GUMP, a descendent of a sturdy | 


and thrifty German ancestry, and a | 
highly reputable retired citizen, residing near — 
Rymer post-office, in Manington district, is a_ 


son of Philip and May (Fox) Gump, and was 


born near Newtown, Greene county, Pennsyl- | 
vania, February, 1817. 
Frederick Gump, paternal grandfather of | 


James Gump, was a native of the German em- 
pire, but when a young man left the Father- | 
land to seek a home in the New World. He 

located in Greene county, which was his | 
home the remainder of his life. 


He was a | 
farmer by occupation, and was a soldier in 
the war of our second struggle with Great 
Britain. 

Philip Gump, father, was born near New- | 
town, and died there in 1850, at an advanced | 
age, having resided there all his life, engaged | 


in agricultural pursuits. His marriage with 
Mary, a daughter of Peter Fox, of near New- 
town, resulted in the birth of eleven children, 
nine sons and two daughters. 

James Gump, the subject of this sketch, re- 
sided in Greene county until 1840, when he 
settled upon the upper waters of Buffalo creek, 
in what is now Mannington district, Marion | 
county, West Virginia (then Harrison county, 
Virginia). Upon settling there he purchased 
a farm of sixty acres, to which he added by 
purchase until he owned two hundred and 
In 1880 he retired 
from active business, having acquired an ample 


sixty acres of good land. 


competency, and is now enjoying the comforts 
of a well-earned rest. Asa business man, he 
has been active and progressive; as a citizen, | 
reliable and trustworthy, possessing in an | 
eminent degree the confidence and esteem of 
all who are brought into business or social | 


relations with him. A consistent and devout 





Christian, he has been for many years identified 
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with the Methodist Episcopal church, of which 
he is a trustee. 

Mr. Gump has been twice married; his first 
marital union, on March 4, 1841, was with 
Malinda,a daughter of Joshua Higgins, of this 
county; and to this union were born six 
children: Serilda became the wife of Stephen 
Wilson, who is postmaster of Rymer, in Man- 
nington district; S. J.,a farmer of Logansport, 
Mannington district, married Rosa Brumage ; 
Cephes, who enlisted in the Civil War, in 1864, 
in company “H,” Fourteenth regiment vol- 
unteer infantry, was mortally wounded at 
Cloyd mountains, in eastern Virginia, and died 


| two days after the battle; Elmina, the wife of 


James De Vore, a farmer, residing upon Buf- 
falo creek; Mahala, wedded Jacob Brumage, a 
farmer of Wetzel county, this State; and 
Emaline, the wife of Jackson Arnett, a farmer 


| of West Virginia. 


Mrs. Gump died June 30, 1888, and Mr. 
Gump took for his second and present consort 
Mrs. Melvina Rogers (xée Mellet). 
tials which made them husband and wife were 
celebrated May 9, 1889. 


The nup- 


————$ ——___—_—_—. 


BEL W. SWIGER, a farmer of Marion 
county, West Virginia, is a son of John 

and Hannah (Whiteman) Swiger, and was 
born in Harrison county, West Virginia, on 


| July 10, 1834. 


Tradition has it that the Swiger family was 
one of the prominent families of the German 
empire. It is an established fact that one 
John Swiger, great-grandfather, was a native 
of the “ Fatherland,” and that some time prior 
to the Revolutionary War he emigrated to the 


United States and settled near the city of 


| Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he died 


shortly after the war. Prior to and during 
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the Revolutionary War, he was engaged in 
mercantile pursuits in Philadelphia, and in this 
way came into the possession of considerable 
Continental money. His executors invested 
it in a large tract of land, in what is now Bar- 
bour county, West Virginia (then Virginia), 
this being the only way in which the govern- 
ment would redeem the money. Owing toa 
neglect on the part of the heirs to look after | 
and pay the taxes and revenues upon it the 
land reverted to the government. He was the 
father of five children, three sons and two 
daughters, as follows: John, grandfather ; 
Jacob, deceased, was a farmer of Harrison 
county; Christopher, who settled in Dod- 
dridge county, West Virginia; Mary and 
Elizabeth. After the death of John Swiger, 
his widow and family removed to Greene 
county, Pennsylvania, where she married 
Benjamin Hoffman and reared a_ family. 
John, grandfather, was born in Philadelphia, 
in 1759, came with his mother to Greene 
county, the family being among the pioneers 
of that county, living there at a time when the 
Indians were there. After the second mar- 
riage of his mother, he removed to the vicinity 
of what is now known as Kuhn’s run in Har- 
rison county, where he became the owner of 
a large tract of land and was a successful 





farmer and business man, giving each one of 
his sons a farm. He died in 1845. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth Tetrick, of Harrison county> 
by whom he had six sons and five daughters : 
George, late a farmer of Harrison county, 
West Virginia; Thomas was a farmer and a 
prominent member of the Baptist church of | 
Harrison county; Rebecca, died in girlhood; | 
Jacob, was a farmer of Harrison county; | 
Lovinia, deceased, was the wife of David 
_ Miller, of this county; Abel, was a farmer of 
Harrison county; Elizabeth, deceased, was 


the wife of Josiah Hugh, of Roane county, 


West Virginia; Sarah, married Wilson Swiger, 
of Harrison county, both are deceased; John, 
father; and Henry, wasa farmer and grocer of 
Harrison county, and because of his strong 
Union sympathies was killed at his home in 
that county, by rebel sympathizers. 

John Swiger, father, was born in Harrison 
county, on February 2, 1810, and died on Oc- 
tober 13, 1878. 
successful farmer of Harrison county, and also 


He was a prosperous and 


owned and operated a saw and flouring mill. 
He was a prominent and devout member anda 
deacon in the Baptist church, and a whig in 
political affiliation until the republican party 
came into existence when he became a repub- 
lican and held district offices. 
Hannah, a daughter of A. Whiteman, a farmer 
of Harrison county. To them were born nine 
children: Abel W., subject; Hamilton G., a 
farmer of Burke county, Nebraska; Henry C., 


He married 


deceased in early life; Edmund E.,a farmer 
on the old homestead in Harrison county ; 
Ruth E., deceased, was the wife of John A. 
Fancher, of Marion county; Wilson C., died 
in boyhood; Nancy R., deceased in early girl- 
hood, and Lavinia also died in early girlhood. 

Abel Swiger was reared upon the farm and 
has followed farming all his life. He owns a 
farm of one hundred and twenty acres of land 
in this district, well improved and under- 
laid with coking coal. He isa member of the 
Baptist church and an adherent of the princi- 
ples of the republican party, and is at present 
serving as a member of the board of educa- 
tion in his district. On October 5, 1856, he 
married Miss Mary, a daughter of George S. 
Smith, a farmer and blacksmith of this county. 
Five children have been born to them; George 
E., deceased; Hannah E., Nancy J., Henry 
KE. and Hartman. 





a0) 
_ . | a 4 
/ *) ; 5 y 2 oils 
. ‘ rT , LJ « Ves 
‘ c re Fy} 5 / J 
. ; 
hinues j 3 , 
7 +7 
+ 1! BW Vit if. } i 
P vr 
: ,} a wievwiar 
4 } +i inv? he intl 
i i Mr 
! t am 4 ' 
. if J heres 4 
ol - 
j Cc. £0 
14 mo, OD 
\ 
. 
" ameal 
fw i £1 +“ ni 
} . lo yemntst Inlaeaoow 
’ Ts I ez ; 7 Ta yi ) pry 
ef 
ern tuo Die las 107 7 or 
’ a" > ii iF 4 ~ ii ~ i if ' 
| Ps 
j yt ik Wie it Lit 
- { , 9G is oH “9 4 | WNBO 
~~ t , ' 
~ leur } mmo joOwiselD }< rye} pil 
~ 2 : e j 
4 i J ¢ Pines | > sf fer Pi 
a 4 + 
yiow £ fis © d. Je ih 
“4 41; , «tet ry j tj 
z MOsTTIITTeS Ts JI IC ue vv i J> ri ii 
ca — ul Rs a = ¢ 5 = * 
f f ) i ith 1 TINT 
4 ; 
ir f LSa ge fTT ! WN it DStesosh 
Pf 
. sy { . - once £7 el . 
vin ) ; JHDI¢c Or slo md mo 
“ 
f ~ a x P i i Ta 
wk ® , ty sip ; 4S D 4a Wy 
‘ i r-cgF 7 bs r im ve | 
10 .. f id b a jlonal 
«ae j — a { M 
“12 UW gl fas , i: ) od fil 
Randly wit e | abs * bres Tj bee hand 
.HoOonhns YRS Mi Hou o Mii Off 2000 
r | ‘ a > lect £ 
. , 1g fol Nu st i ygiwe 2s. 
» of a F } 
. : i “y) fi j re fs y } j 8! 
f 4 ; ' ah 
i . Te - 2ttows DR yen i OG TNS 
t . : *® 
“sunny Das Devoigtt How orieib eatit 
bs Lz a +z cant 
Hiotsxdsm sesh isos pablos dtiw bial 
. <3 
aes ans it ; rT ed a4 
~borti is Yo stbs on bas dowd> sevysdl 
Seog in 2) bee .wheq assilduge sult Yo zelq 
i 3 
7 wens 1+ se nt. 
Jus ingad .si3 lo 19dmem 8.25 BRiVIdE 
—— ; 


ea a) ee ¥ 
2.1edeiaO aQ. tondteib aid ni sor 


4 23x 


<2 wag10a) jo usb s..yisM e2ili boimam 
wnisoo eid Io dfign alosid base 1208 « time 


i303 mod ased sved nothlido ovit 


wnoH ;| yous! a1 ssoansh ; beeseosb a | Toma & eave dod A penues ates solfi . 
; as ins asminsH bos ad | esw boesanab dtodasil ea UO ere 
ahs 2 a? 
a - - 
y | 7 Ty - : a 


; 
i 


se iv ; 
, : 
MOLAAM 4O 























zew od ue! eR snoituio 
isl? fi bas Ainglobetiuld mom eine vq aligns: a 
orl omni orn an 
Yonom iste isagd 
ne! ‘e Jost 9 
V seoW cull u 
ni yew Ying sity 


ly mabbor blise 


2noQu lo noe a On 


ns 
ZIGIUVIORD #14 


ae 
wi won ai jndw it 
ned sod) chuiyei 
“1IVO_ orld sobeiw 


& a om 


VSROM Si 


ort enw oH 


ow? bas enwe gant 


ANA MISvOR > ’ 
narblido ov lo: 
dol, .ewollol es ‘ e1s: tg 
+oe6309b y 
rdqolendD 4 
oW ‘aod |; 
niiol lo disob ofa witA 


wlimet bose 


yaritel bust 

, Taitslonery 
Yo warns! 
baliiae 


ris i 


aozittsH 


esw 
odw 


-bo i 


Dns ; nin yi’ ¥ 


bovomien 
mondw .sinsviyenned 
5 bows: boa 
GAT oi mod 


rom 


ongotu) o3 
benrsm sie 
paminokl gio as “4 
enw dl Labia 7 
etl coiw oman Qi 

gaisd yl ined old y = 
gnivil , yiInuoD 


s “ 


oda roftd swat sow. 


sol won ai daddy 
el aschw cgawoo nosis 

io Joa 9% 
siieud bas 1% rts 





since 
) of 
S1S9neig SF Briones 

" de . - a of 
sid coclw sons a te over 
eT ae 


ODS 


viinisiv 964 of bavemes od , 


’ rg ay 
noua 
to ton wo st omaoed 
basl 4 


ale 


PSI9Ue 8 GHW DNS 


0 Dee gnivip er 


Ra ie 
~ain ott .2p83 nibsib oH  .ma.5 enon gid 
winweo aoernmall to olointeT disdasi i be 
: esidguab evi bas ence xie had of mor 


nve> aoRr 
s bas som 4 


— ot 
4 


wil Yo vourish 6 sinh ¢ 91090) 
orl? 


Awe tlo dais qedl 


asw econondT ; singh) 
lo 19dmom toni 
noah 
:nuoo. aezinsh lo sean & oe 02 
od | gl Se 


-bootlhiy a) beib ,oosde A, yinvoo,noehiakl 
,_ ec 
bive lo adliw odd esw be 


nivG we 


200 





district of West Virginia, and a member of the 
French Academy of Sciences, is a son of 

William and Delilah Gay (Haskill) Reardon, 
and was born near Freyburg, Clarion county, 
Pennsylvania, March 26, 1848. 


The family is of Irish lineage, his grand- | 
father, Rev. Patrick Reardon, and his brother | 


having emigrated from the “ Emerald Isle” to 
America about 1800. 
in this country when he began to take an 
active part in its military affairs. He was on 
the fleet that was sent, in 1807, by President 
Jefferson, to the Barbary States to humble the 
- piratical Bashaw, and also served in the War 
of 1812 as a midshipman. After this service 
he returned to Baltimore city, and took up 
the ministry in the Baptist church, and also 
taught school. In about 1835 he removed to 
Shippensville, Clarion county, Pennsylvania, 
where he was engaged by contract in iron 
smelting, at so much per ton. He was thus 
engaged until the iron business became un- 
profitable in the panic of 1842. 

The latter year he took up the ministerial 
work in the Baptist church, and followed it 
until death called him to his Master. Hedied 
in Cooperstown, Venango county, Pennsylva- 
nia, in 1876, at the age of eighty-eight years. 
He was twice married. His first union was 
with Ruth Williams, of Baltimore, Maryland, 
and resulted in the birth of five children, as 
follows; Martha, deceased, was the wife of 
William Kennedy, who was a soldier in the 
Union army during the Civil War, and was 
killed in the battle of the Wilderness, May 5 
and 6, 1864; William, father; John, dead, 


was one of those who went to California in | 
1849 seeking a fortune, and was killed while | 


blasting for gold; Rachel, dead, married 


He had not been long | 


HARLES B. REARDON, gauger for the | 
Standard Oil company in the Fairview | 
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William Hollis; and Milton, deceased, a 
He, grandfather, 
Mrs. Jane 





bookkeeper by avocation. 


married, as his second wife, 
Prinkey. 

William Reardon, father, was born in Cum- 
berland county, Pennsylvania, October 2, 
1818. 


esting history, one that is typical of the for- 


He has had quite a varied and inter- 


tunes and failures of the wonderful oil fields of 
Pennsylvania in their palmy days. He learned, 
when a young man, the trade of a blacksmith, 


_ and has followed it more or less all his life. 


He went into the oil fields and became a con- 
tractor along the lines of his trade, drifted into 


| oil-producing on his own account, and was one 


of the first developers in the town of Pitt Hole, 
Venango county, a town that grew in a 
marvellously short time to a city of twenty- 
five thousand inhabitants. 

For a time he was quite successful in oil 
operating, but his luck turned and he struck 
nine dry holes in succession, which was very 
embarrassing financially. He now resides in 
Franklin, Venango county, Pennsylvania. 

He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and a republican in politics. He has 
been married three times. In 1841 he mar- 
ried Miss Delilah Gray Haskill, a daughter of 
George Haskill, of German nativity, and a 
resident at the time of Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania. To this union were born seven 
children: George, died in infancy; Lucretia, 
deceased, was the wife of George D. Davis, 
now also deceased, who was an accountant at 
the stock-exchange in New York city, and 
also later for the Mahattan Elevated Railway 
company, and was one of the bankers in the 
mushroom city of Pitt Hole, Venango county ; 
Charles B., subject ; Edwin Morris, cashier of 
the City National Bank, of Dallas, Texas ; 
Josephine Augusta, dead, who married James 
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Pettit; Frances, wife of W. W. Duffield, sugar 
refiner of San Francisco, California; and Wil- 
liam H., died in childhood. The mother of 
the subject of this sketch was a cousin of the 
late lamented ex-Governor Andrew G. Curtin, 
war governor of Pennsylvania. She was born 
October 1, 1818, and died in 1883. 

He (father) married as his second wife 


Rachel McGinnis, of Emlenton, Pennsylva- | 
She did not live long to cheer his life, © 


nia. 


| 
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was first located at Fern, Clarion county, 


- Pennsylvania, but since 1890 has been the 


and he married Mrs. Minnie Slemaker, of | 


Franklin, Pennsylvania. 


Three children have | 


blessed this union: Millie, John and Frances. | 
Charles B. Reardon was educated in Rural | 


Seminary, in Ohio. 
he engaged in the oil business with his 
father for four years, or until 1870. He 
then learned the trade of a machinist, but 
did not follow the trade long, but accepted a 
position as book-keeper in the office of the 
Boston Iron works, at Franklin, Pennsylvania. 
Then for five years he was engaged as a 
traveling salesman for a wholesale house of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
ence that he was shot near Franklin, Pennsyl- 
vania, and robbed of considerable money. 
While thus disabled, he put his inventive 


It was during this experi- 


faculties to work, and invented and patented | 


an electrical valve, the object of which was to 
open a valve of any kind at will, and was de- 
signed for the purpose of controlling railroad 
trains on any part of the road, similar to the 
block system of the present day, only appli- 
cable to any part of the road, instead of short 
distances. In recognition of the scientific 
nature and value of this patent, he was made 
a member of the Academy of Sciences of 
Paris, France, by which body he has been 
awarded a diploma and a gold medal. In 
1888, he took the position he now holds, that 
of gauger for the Standard Oil company. He 


After leaving school, | 





His 
duties are to measure all the oil before it is 


gauger for the Fairview oil district. 


turned into the Standard’s pipes. Fraternally, 
he is a member of Lodge No. —, A. O.U. W., 
of Franklin, Pennsylvania, of which he is past 
master workman, and Crawford Lodge, No. 
116, Knights of Honor, at Franklin, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

On February 1, 1868, he married Martha, a 
daughter of John Irwin, a blacksmith of 
To 
them have been born the following children: 
Lou Edna, wife of Albert J. Smith, who is 
farm boss for the South Penn Oil company ; 
Charles, dead; Bertha M., wife of F. L. 
Hugus, an oil operator, and an engineer on 
the Eureka pipe line; Jennie, William, an 


Plumers, Venango county, Pennsylvania. 


oil-pumper; Mable, Alma, deceased; George 
and Edwin (twins); A. , deceased; Ralph, 
John and Evan. 


—————$ 





EORGE W. MONTGOMERY, a jeweler 

of Glover’s Gap, Marion county, West 
Virginia, is a son of Stephen and Barbara 
(Gatts) Montgomery, and was born in Mar- 
shall county, West Virginia, January 30, 
1852. The family is of French origin, the 
ereat-grandfather Montgomery being an early 
immigrant into Virginia from France. His 
son, Andrew Montgomery, was grandfather 
of the subject of this memoir. He was born 
in Virginia, and followed the pursuits of an 
When the 
occasion arose, requiring the people of the 
United States to again take a stand for free- 
dom in the War of 1812, he entered the ser- 
vice of his country and fought for its rights. 
He married Margaret McDonald, and had 

a family of seven children: William, a far- 


agriculturist in Marshall county. 
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_ mer, living on the ancestral home in Marshall 

county; Daniel, deceased; Stephen, father of | 
subject; Virginia, fat ee was the wife of | 
Ephraim Palmer ; 
mer; Sadie, deceased, became the wife of 
Hamilton Sweeney; David H., a farmer, of 
Wetzel county, West Virginia. Stephen Mont- 


gomery was born in Marshall county, Vir- 


le 


Anna, wife of William Pal- | 


ginia (now West Virginia), on May 8, 1818. | 


He learned the trade of a cooper, and when a 


young man removed to Wetzel county, this | 


State, where he now lives, and where he fol- 
lowed his trade continuously up to 1890, 
when he retired. He is an elder in the Camp- 
bellite church, and a democrat in political 
faith. Miss Barbara Gatts, a 
daughter of a farmer, of Marshall county. 


He married 


They were the parents of six children: 
garet, wife of Walter Midcap, a farmer of 
Wetzel county; Samuel, a farmer, of near 
Moundsville, Marshall county; Esula R., wife 
of James Conner, a farmer, of Ravenswood, 
Jackson county, West Virginia; Brady, a 
farmer and mason, of Gilmer county, West 


Virginia; George W., subject. Mrs. Barbara 


Gatts Montgomery died in 1888, at the age | 


of fifty-two years, and Mr. Montgomery mar- 
ried as his second wife Mrs. Barbara Huggins, 
née Yoho. 


George W. Montgomery was educated in | 
| the wife of Mr. Ogden, father of Dr. P. B. 


the common schools, and then learned the 


trade of a machinist in the shops of Hobbs | 
and Taylor, of Wheeling, and then for about | 


fourteen years, from 1869 to 1883, was an 
engineer on a steamboat plying on the waters 
between Pittsburg and New Orleans. From 
1883 to 1885 he was engaged upon a device 
for the boring of engines. He finally per- 
fected it and secured a patent upon the same, 
and _ until 


the West Virginia oil fields in repairing 


Mar- | 


1894 was engaged throughout | 








engines. At the latter date he sold his 
machine, and has since been engaged in the 
jewelry business at Glover's Gap. He has 
been twice married; his first union was with 
Miss Capitola, daughter of Thomas Newman, 
and resulted in the birth of one child, Edna, 
who was born May 18, 1876. Mrs. Capitola 
Newman Montgomery died in December, 


1878, and on January 29, 1881, he married as 


_ his second wife Ella M., daughter of Sanford 


Morgan. This union has been fruitful in the 
birth of four children: Julian E., Einstine, 


| George Homer and Alonzo. 





Ss 





HORNTON FLEMING McINTIRE, a 

a prosperous farmer of Grant district, 

and amember of an old family of West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of Lewis and Mary Ann (Hard- 
esty) McIntire, and was born in Grant district, 


| Marion county, West Virginia, April 30, 1862. 


He is of Scotch-Irish ancestry, his great- 
grandfather, Enoch McIntire, being an emi- 
grant at an early day from the north of Ire- 
land to Harrison county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia) where he took up a tract of land and 
devoted his active life to agriculture, owning 
extensive tracts of land in Marion, Harrison 
and Lewis counties. He was the father of 
the following children: Sallie, who became 


Ogden, of Fairmont; another, who removed 
to the state of Ohio; Isaac, grandfather of the 
subject of this record; Elison, a retired farmer 
living at Enterprise, Harrison county; Pres- 
ley, deceased; and Elias, deceased. 
McIntire, grandfather, was born in what is 
now Grant district, Marion county. He be- 


Isaac 


came a farmer by avocation, and owned two 
hundred and fifty acres of land, near the 
town of Worthington. He was a man who 


TIASTACI Ais JADINTAAOOIS 


+ amin « 





































elf ni omod lextesons adit no gnivil Rt mT 


i ba dopin | to sedis) ,norigoic. , bazseaab JsinaC inues 


2 « ezoniaud yilswoj | lo aiw 08% ebw .bezssosb siniglV ; toni a 
noinu se xii ninam soiwi neod , -fe'l 5 nilliV/ Yo stive wank 7% Scriled rrisniga tas 
thv } Siw 93. omaszod .bs2°° sb ,sibsd (79 nm: 


) bol ' emisl & .H biveG ; yonsowe ootlimsH 


10 ori Gs 8 1 j ; 
yi 4. 281.61 A niod enw orlw nolt nodgote winrgud % wii sangos ewe 
oa! meginoM nemwo¥ ai¥ ~yiauoo Uedewle a iod 2kw er! 

| no | 3, 2121 8 wat no (einignY 3 df won) ‘aintg 


{ stew | ds ponw bag astoou & to sbaxt 9m bearsol § a el : 


c rmeaweD , Bit DLE yoae 

(aston eat. magnold | aid? woo lesieW of bevomet nem ym oy 
: wo! A od srerive bas. eovil won of sxdaw 3 ise 

WA bas temoH ogres) | .codt 09 qu vecovannos sbeid eid bo" 

qme? oi ai yeblo ne 2 3H -baiiiet $d at 


rT : € 
siti loc me igs somab = bis ow ints oi 


: q ; | tf - neiblide xe Jo eineteg si? S1IOW YOR 
ae ae ] 


-ti 38 : te vVet(nai 0 ie d , 
’ geil 102 6.2) winiy , yomst « .qeobilt ietle'W to siiw Jon a 
» a ‘ “ : 7 " 7 : 2 ap 
Joisseib Ini ai mod esw bas orinlolé (xtea ; 1498 lo amt s isumsc ;‘Ynvos loxtoVi 
<M ootrw . A salve; yimuos Ie dmslf liven vO 


| teary joe 42 ~wiayoOo NOTLEM oh 


oe IMI: ¥ 4S 
ond, iy 
tsin}-tioione to ai. 2H boowensv5A ¥6 vem = onc) eons 16 


ims ns yiisd witnloM foena +, tsdistbnerg | 4 bmi -sinigi¥ teo// enus0s © noe 
si] Yo thon oft ft ost ~yak viene on te ney | tes VV .yiaues qomiind lo moenin baie ft 
Vi won). slaty .ywioues seer si bret | euedistl 2M dasidue .W agit aye) _ singi 
ban brn! 1d 290n7 s qe dood a0 2 (sinigsi¥ spe ond 16 S821 ai baib yt: moginoM ® 
esinwo st sige of stil syitas aid botowsb | -tam UF rromogmolt AM boa .2188y owtehi a 
eh none oi baal Jo 2087 3 fiensixs | 2nigguH misc sil ei stiw baoasz eid es & f 
sita oft cow oF .e¢iavos eros ons. | ofoY See 
vy ott otilee > metbie iwoliot. alt | ai beiso bs asw romoginolf W sq0ad “# 
L ' I jo tofta nsbgO «aM tosh ty  arlt bomwsel apdt brs loose sommes Sf 
io nebyO | eddoH to egode oi ti jeinidoatn & to oba if 


roinen ortw jstlions | imonis nob} 
eet, oct og  duods 10 nodt bns .gnilsettW to solysT ; 


1 43 ae 


ant? , ee) ees i ee 

ve | ‘ ' CI GIVUS lS foe y ) PF P ‘ 

ismist boviten s neil ; biegsn 2islt. to) 39 jidus ne ehw £681 of Q031 mol 219% asottuot 
a ine. .saiiqnoted Je onivil | sieiaw ont no paiyg teodimgst2 & no w99ntighs 


a ; mord  .ensshO watt brs gudanit now: 


sanzl 46 .boene79! ia none a web ool | mol 

si tedw av miod enw aodiabhas rg oisalolé sciveab s noqu bagsgno 264 od 2881 of 

od 6H axinwoo noiwM | torteib ins) won | ~19q yllenf oH  eeniga> jo ‘gitrod 3 ‘J 
vd, ranst 5 ome? | amee od? nogu tm5t ag 8 bowsse baa3 | 


owt banwo ban nodmovs Y 
iuorguouls bogegn 2aw ‘poet 
gnitisget nt eblaa- lio = ew 


: ae 


7 5 uy 
a es . ie ~~ ; -, (qr\j=- pide’ i 7 am - vee sad 
>: a 7 1A OO aan Ta a 


bas bobnaud 


ot wen .bnél Yo eos ya - 


ofdw nam & eF norgaidnoW to nvro 


OF MARION COUNTY. 


203 





took an active part and a deep interest in the county, To this union three children, Beulah 


organizing and drilling of the state militia of | G., Etta M., and Lucy D., have been born. 


Virginia, in which military body he was a flag- | 


bearer. At one of the famous musters of the 


militia his horse threw him, causing his death | 


at the early age of thirty-eight years. He 


married a Miss Rohanna, a daughter of Rich- | 
what is now Grant district, Marion county, 


ard Moore, a wealthy and prominent farmer of 


Harrison county. To this marriage were born | 


three children: Minerva, wife of Alfred Tet- 
rich, a farmer of Harrison county; Casper, a 
farmer of Grant district, Marion county, and 
Lewis, father of the subject of this sketch. 
Lewis McIntire was born on the old home- 
stead of the McIntires in 1834. He came 
into possession of this old homestead, and 
has lived there all his life. 
successful and prosperous, and has accumu- 
lated a very handsome competency. His mar- 
riage has resulted in the birth of three sons 
and one daughter; of these, Thornton Flem- 
ing, subject, is the eldest; Eberal, at home; 


Alison, a farmer of Grant district, and Luella, | 


at home. 

_ Thornton Fleming McIntire was reared on 
the maternal acres, and received his education 
He 


made rapid advancement while attending 


in the common schools of the district. 


school, and at an early age took up teach- | 


ing, and was engaged in that capacity five 
years. In 1888-9 he traveled for a business 
house, and then again returned to the farm 
in Grant district. In 1892 he located on one 
of his father’s farms, where he has resided 


ever since. 


He married a Miss MeDonald, daughter | 
of Adison McDonald, an ex-sheriff of Lewis | 


county, West Virginia. His first wife died 
October 13, 1885, and he married as his 
second wife Rosa L., a daughter of Felix S. 


He has been very | 








Martin, a farmer of Mannington district, this | 








S 
RLANDO HAYHURST, a farmer of Grant 
district, Marion county, West Virgina, is 

a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Joliffe) Hay- 
hurst, and was born September 21, 1822, in 


then Monongalia county, West Virginia. 
David Hayhurst, grandfather, was a native 
of near Baltimore, Maryland, but settled about 
the time of the Revolutionary War, at what is 
now known as Ice’s Ferry, on Cheat river, in 
Monongalia county. He later removed to 
Pharaoh’s run in Paw Paw district, near Rives- 
ville, Marion county, where he followed the 
pursuits of an agriculturist and farmer. He 
married a Baltimore, Maryland, lady, and 
had a family of ten children: James, Ben- 
jamin, father; Joseph, David, William, Amos, 
John, Michael, Sallie and Andrew, all de- 
ceased. Benjamin Hayhurst was born in 
Maryland, in 1770, and died April 2, 1858. 
He learned the trade of a blacksmith, under 
his father, but did not pursue it very much, 
but took stock-dealing 
and grazing. He owned a large and well- 
improved farm of three hundred and fifty acres 
in Grant district. He served in the War of 
1812, in the Army of the West, under General 
He was a 
and first 
in 


up farming and 


Harrison, of Tippecanoe fame. 
Baptist 
a democrat 


in his religious belief, 
later a republican 
political adherence. He married Elizabeth, 
a daughter of William Joliffe, a farmer of Paw 
Paw district, this county. They were the par- 
ents of eight children: Nancy, widow of John 
S. Gain, a farmer of Braxton county, West 
Virginia; Orlando, subject; Charlotte, widow 
of Jacob Kuhn, of Grant district; Catherine, 
wife of Robert P. Neiman, a farmer of Taylor 
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county, West Virginia; Elizabeth, wife of Jo- 
seph Cox, of this county; Sarah, who married 


Philip Hall; John, deceased, and James, who | 


died in childhood. 


Orlando Hayhurst was reared on the paternal | 


acres and followed farming until he was thirty | 


years of age, at which time he built a flouring 
and saw-mill on the Tygart’s Valley run and 
operated them in connection with farming for 
thirty years. In 1890 the mill property was 
carried away by a flood, since which time he 


has devoted himself to farming. He owns a 


large farm of one hundred and seventy-two | 
acres of land, in Grant district, all underlaid | 


with a fine quality of coking coal. Hemakes 


a specialty and takes great delight in the rais- | 


ing of fine stock. He is amember of the Bap- 
tist church and a republican politically. He 
has been twice married; his first union was 
with Miss Annie, a daughter of George House- 
hold, of near West Union, West Virginia. 
She departed this life February 24, 1849, and 


on January 23, 1859, Mr. Hayhurst married | 


as his second wife, Miss Dorcas Jane, a daugh- 
ter of Shriver Constable, a farmer of Taylor 
county. Eight children blessed this union: 
Nancy Ann, wife of George Rose, a farmer of 
near Muncie, Indiana; James L., a farmer of 
Grant district; Clara Jane, a teacher near 


Muncie, Indiana; Lucy Caroline, a teacher in | 


Mineral county, West Virginia; Lavina Ellen, 

wife of Thomas D. Conaway, a farmer and 

stock-dealer, of Fairmont district, Marion 

county; Inez,a teacher in the public schools 

of Grant district; Mary Beatrice, who died in 
childhood ; and Charles O., a teacher. 

Saas a ae ee 

LMUS H. HIBBS, a prominent business 

man of Marion county, was born in 

Paw Paw district, Marion county, West Vir- 

ginia, on May 3, 1853, and is a son of John 





and Margaret (Nay) Hibbs. The family is of 
German origin, his grandfather, Jacob Hibbs, 
with one brother, having emigrated from the 
“Fatherland” to eastern Virginia, and after a 
short stay there removed to western Pennsyl- 
vania, thence to what isnow Paw Paw district, 
this county, where he followed farming, and 
where he died. He married a Miss Shrimp, 
and had five children: 
Jacob, William, and Nellie, all deceased. 
John Hibbs, father, was born August, 17, 
1805, and died June 5, 1886. 
tensive farmer, and a highly-respected and 
He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, but when, in 1844, the church split 


Samuel, Thomas, 


He was an ex- 


prosperous citizen of Paw Paw district. 


upon differences of opinion on the question of 
slavery, he became a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, South. 

In his early life he was a democrat, but 
transferred his allegiance to the republican 
His 
first wife was a Miss Amos, and to them 


party. He was three times married. 


were born the following children: Dr. Steven, 
now a farmer of Wayne county, Iowa; Septi- 
mus, deceased, was also a farmer of Wayne 
county; Peter, farmer of the same county; 
John, a farmer of Wetzel county, this State; 
Martha, deceased, was the wife of Philip 
Mason, of Ritchie county, West Virginia ; 
J—— was killed while serving in the Con- 
federate army during the Civil War. He 
married, as his second wife, Mrs. Rebecca 
(Brumage) Ice, and his last wife was Margaret, 
a daughter of Oliver Nay, of Paw Paw district. 
To this union were born four children: Isaac, 
a farmer and stock-dealer of Wayne county, 
Iowa; Elmus H., subject; Rebecca E., wife of 
B. O. Billingsley, of Barnesville, Fairmont 
district, this county ; and Sarah C., who died 
in girlhood. 
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Mr. Hibbs received a good elementary edu- 
cation in the common schools, and as he was 


reared a farmer, he took that up asa means of | 


securing a livelihood. He farmed in Paw 
Paw district on a part of his father’s farm. 
Since 1881 he has been dealing rather exten- 
sively in real estate, timber, wool, and oil 
royalties, and is regarded as an able and 
' shrewd business man. 

He has been twice married. His first mar- 
riage was to Susannah J., a daughter of John 
Layman,a farmer of Ritchie county, Missouri. 
Four children have been born to this union: 
Allie B., Festus O., Olive T., and Mary B., 
deceased. Mrs. Layman Hibbs died April 2, 
1884, and on July 28, 1886, he married, as his 
second wife, Amanda S., daughter of Charles 
W. Boyles, a farmer of this county. Four 
children have blessed this marriage. They 
are Clarence, Olive May, Lester O., and 
Lawrence. 


—— SS 


je WILLIAM N. THOMAS, a promi- 
nent physician of Marion county, loca- 


ted at Thoburn, near Fairmont, is a son of | 


Israel and Ortha (Brookover) Thomas, and 
was born in Mannington district, November 7, 
1857. The Thomas family, of which Dr. 
Thomas is a member, traces its origin to 
Wales. The family has been in this country, 
however, for several generations. His grand- 
father was Joseph Thomas, who was an early 
settler in what is now Mannington district, 
Marion county, settling near the Monongalia 
_ county line, where he was engaged as a tiller 
of the soil, and owned a large tract of land 
in that section. He married Miss Nancy 
Rigger, a Pennsylvania lady, and reared a 
large family. Israel Thomas (father) was 
born in Mannington district, where he died 











in 1886. He followed farming as an avoca- 
tion, voted the democratic ticket as a matter 
of conscientious principle, and adhered to the 
Baptist church as a matter of religious faith. 
He married Miss Ortha, daughter of Jack 
Brookover, of New Martinsville, West Vir- 
ginia. Six sons and one daughter blessed 
this union: James A.,a farmer of Mannington 
district, and deputy sheriff of the county; 
George R., a farmer of Mannington district, 
and a commissioner of the Marion county 
court; Dr. William N. (subject); Rufus B., a 
farmer of West Virginia; Emerson L., a 
farmer of near Monongah this couny; Lott, 
also a farmer of Monongahela district; Re- 
becca, wife of C. B. Tetrick, afarmer = of 
Lincoln district. 

Dr. Thomas was reared a farmer boy, and 
attended the country schools of his district. 
Having obtained a good common-school edu- 
cation and profited by general reading, he, at 
the age of twenty-one, commenced the study 
of medicine. He registered in the office of 
Dr. Fred. A. Rymer, of Mannington. In 1873, 
he entered the medical department of the 
University of Maryland at Baltimore City, 
from which he graduated in March, 1875. In 
the autumn of that year he located at West 
Warren, Monongalia county, and remained 
there two years. He then returned to Marion 
county, and for four years was stationed at 
Fairview, after which he went to Shinnston, 
Harrison county, and remained in that place 
five years, running a drug store in connection 
with his practice. In 1889, he located in 
Thoburn, this county, and has remained there 
ever since, and has built up a large and con- 
stantly-increasing practice. 

In June, 1877, Dr. Thomas and Miss Mary 
E., daughter of Adam Tennant, of Mononga- 
They 


lia county, were united in marriage. 
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Claude A., as a result of this union. 
—S—wnmOSOOOOo 


LIHU ATHA, a prominent and energetic 
business man of Amos, Marion county, 


West Virginia, and a veteran of the Civil War, | 


is a son of Thomas A. and Nancy (Sutton) 
Atha, and was born in what is now Lincoln 
district, Marion county, West Virginia, on 
July 24, 1842. 

To the “ Emerald Isle,” that little island in 


the Atlantic, insignificant in size, yet great | 


when considered in the light of history, the 
Athas trace their ancestry. The family, how- 
ever, settled several generations ago in the 
State of Virginia, in which state, in the his- 
toric town of Winchester, Jacob Atha, grand- 
father, was born. He came to this county 
about 1820, and located in what is now Lin- 
coln district, where, on Dunkard Mill run 
creek, he owned a large farm of two hundred 
and fifty-six acres. 


county he married and was the father of six 


children: Jacob O., deceased, was a farmer, 
of Lincoln district; Thomas A., dead; one | 


who married a Squires; another who mar- 
ried a Leggett, and Noble, a farmer of Man- 
nington district, this county. Thomas Atha, 
father, was born in Lincoln district, and 
lived there all his life engaged in those 
pursuits, dying in 1874. As a farmer he 
manifested great enterprise, and was pos- 
sessed of considerable financial ability. As 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
he was active, and reflected a Christian 
and humane influence and_ spirit, whilst 
as a citizen he held the respect and con- 
fidence of those who had business or so- 


cial relations with him. His marriage re- 


sulted in the birth of seven sons and one | 


Before coming to this | 





| daughter: William, who is a farmer of the 


Mannington district, this county; Elisha, of 
Harrison county, West Virginia, a tiller of 
the soil; Eliza, an agriculturist, of Lincoln 
district; Jacob S., deceased, enlisted in de- 
fense of the Union in company “K,” Ninth 
West Virginia infantry, and was killed at 
the battle of Fisher's Hill in 1864; Elihu, 
subject ; Thomas, a farmer and business man 
of near Farmington, this county; James and 
Nancy A. 

Elihu Atha was reared on the farm and 
Prior 
to 1884 he followed the milling business at 
He then 
embarked in the mercantile business at Amos, 


educated in the schools of his district. 
Amos for about fifteen years. 
and has, in partnership with his son, been 


He 
has, however, during this period followed 


engaged in that line to the present time. 


other lines of business in connection with 
From 1880 to 
ducted a very flourishing tanning business in 
the town, and in 1889 added to this the man- 
ufacture of harness and boots and shoes. In 
August, 1862, Mr. Atha enlisted in company 


he con- 





merchandizing. 


“H,” Fourteenth West Virginia cavalry, and 
served to the close of the war, and was mus- 
tered out June 28, 1865. He took part in the 
following hotly contested engagements: Clay’s 
mountain, Doublin Depot, Lynchburg, Carter’s 
Farm, near Winchester; Winchester, Cedar 
Creek, Fisher’s Hill, Bunker’s Hill anda num- 
ber of otherskirmishes. It willbeseen by the list 
of battles he took part in that soldiering with 
him was no holiday, but a very serious mat- 
ter, and although he took part in some of the 
most perilous battles of that memorable con- 
flict, yet was never wounded or taken pris- 
He is adjutant of John L. Goodwin 
Post, No. 39, G. A. R., a republican in politi- 
cal principle, and a member of the Methodist 


oner. 


bswollst bomsq 


a 
fisiw 
sat 


ee aes ee ee) 
YAR gMoes NE betctinn Sty. oH .S0OG 


a hee 


-aurdt aed bite ae) ST 1G DeOlo Oh 
it mi tyaq dool oH mal suo Beisd | -nslf Yo 1smes) 5 oldoN bas disggat, 
(*) -woomeyenas oles 109 Yio yniwollet shA esmodT «gino eid Sointeib 4 nova 
2‘vsiis) gd aed soqoa niidved tisinwear | Sas tvindet nlooni.l at mod ee 
tbe) a -qogeatoniVY Wott net sont ni begepns ii cil tls a E 


-rnuin 6 bos I 
tail sz 


risiw 


thm 
“750i 


nots irete 






QAisiv 


2pOrise 


rc" 


— 01 oat inv sgt 


jeud Qrinesnd yrisiel woh iow ® beteub | borbaud owl Yo ovuit xeusl 5 boawo 9 
1 babbe eer i Bas. wwor ota | eid? of gninmos ost 2s18 xe 
sod bng-eeseisd. 6 siisdn: })xie Yo void sft eae bre’ babreage $a 


; wus Sineity jes‘! pinsenwon =, 


ria yd nor ed ifive al .29 
tioe jatit-ni i22q woot ed eoltiad Yo 
qv 8 Jud wwebiléi—on esw mul 
art Yo aittoz ni theq doo! od dyvodtis bas ,vi 
goo sidsiomom tedt lo evisied 3 suolinsg t2om 
-2iiq talet 10 bobavow seven ea soy toil 


aiwbod J nsfo[ to’ Instajbs: ei aH ~ vrono | +0210) -aesininud bart odw 8 _seos 



















































ATRIOS TIASTAOT av ikcracemasene 


a. 





_— = —— o- ee NaS ~~ 
to win 6 Hw eet saeidgush | bns tnvandl mailliWy : innblidono ywed 
sdeda- <* 3 di donteth nots ohinnsté noinu eit hey Sluvet 2 eh 4 AL ly 
4 ei tasV/ cyinsdos aovineH | ay Beye lis 
oniit Jénaiiuongs ‘as ssi ‘fier odd , —— ee. 
i 1 = . F . | « 
‘ Keieiins .beenssob (2 dodal (tissib- oitsgion® bar inoaimor & ARTA 
A” Yneytios ai noinU eds Io: sents}: Vw" vinues soit zomA lo nem eeonieu 
hallid akw bee yiadal ‘gmigniV “weaW ‘| aaW livid orto nunrsioy 6 bas sinig a 
wt >po8. at [hh e'yotleil Yo sittad orls 4 (ned 302) yonnvi. bas .A esmod Tt ton Oe 
nar eeomeud ine sean & estmodT ;299pdue nloonid wen ebtadw si mod aaw tb te salt, 
* mel :¥inses cil) notgnints dl west Yo no sing tes W COANED' oonslé 
; A par 
as mnd sd3 to bowsr-aiw siftA ni bantei wissi jars “yolel ble som” 96 
‘T  soitteib eid Ve iat orld ni \ per oy ale ni insoiingieat ite . 
j Ssrieid spr is ; fbowollal off + rodent 0 digil ont ai berobier o% 
ned? 3H eiasy ‘Dee dwvode tot 2 -wotl aime oT « ondesann: visti ; 29974): 
true te exnnies d oliaesem ot ni botedins | 342 ab oe anotmrsnsy leisvse boli 
nesd noe ail MDiv «qitleronitvaq” At se | -eith ont uti yotate doiskw ai sinigaY 
sH  .onild tasestg orks of i! ted? oi bagaygns |: -beag asttiA doas| 1 nodon W tom ne 


each | yinuas vult of ams ~ aed 2am, 


j svewen eh 
en Yo eenil 9 sito | er won 2 indw mm Sed ol bas © 
guixibnetionam | nut id Bestia no srolw gohteib 


= 





~Os 7 | 

dS? geuguA | sserds enw ,boessoob , OQ dorsal, 5 
Hi” | ono ;bssb..A eemodT  doieib on aol 
“4444 odolo od of bewied || -2ae0 orl voidione peniupe 6’ boi 


= ——. ¢ 








erotivel JH ersileit ‘ses1D | od ssemet w eA .ptSi oh gaiyd 
-eoq ecw brs seingisine Jeo1g ” 
eh xiilids Inionent oldersbiens 
“dnud> ieqooeiqd teibordioM oft I 
nsitzndD 6. betosiie: baa, ovis 
salislw aitige bne soasufini one 
-noo bas tpoqesr oft bled 


gtleimmiste ystlso lo1sd 


Se en eel 


~itilog ni nsdilduqat & PA: A ao ee 0 420%. af wie 5 bet tind A 


jeiborlisM! Sir to vedere 8 bas alqioning Isa! s 


a? 













7 


OF MARION COUNTY. 


207 





Episcopal church in religious faith and prac- | 


tice. 

In 1866, he was united in marriage with 
Frances V., a daughter of Charles Burgoyne, 
a farmer of Marion county. Three children 
have been born to this 
H., who is engaged in the mercantile busi- 
Minnie, the wife of 


union: 


ness with his father: 
Jessie Kuhn, a teamster, of Amos ; and Mag- 
gie, deceased, was the wife of Luther Wilson, 
a driller in the West Virginia oil fields. 


_—_—_—_o—_—_-_ 


EORGE W. MARTIN, a reliable and 
prosperous carriage and wagon manu- 
facturer and blacksmith of Worthington, Mar- 
ion county, West Virginia is a son of George 
P.and Millie (Randall) Martin, and was born 
in Marion county, West Virginia, then Vir- 
ginia, on July 16, 1844. 

John H. Martin, grandfather, was one ofthe 
early settlers in the district and lived there all 
Re- 
ligiously he was a member of the Methcdist 


his life engaged in agricultural pursuits. 


Episcopal church and an ardent follower of 
the democracy of Jefferson. He was twice 
married and reared a large family, most of the 
members of which settled in the county. 
George P. Martin, father, was born in the 
county in 18— and died at the age of thirty- 
three years. He was also a farmer by avoc- 
ation, a democrat in political texture and a 
member of the Christian church. He mar- 
ried Millie, a daughter of Norman Randall, 
of Marion county, by whom he had the 
following children: Charles, a saddler and 
harness-maker, of Harrisville, Ritchie county, 
West Virginia; Malinda, deceased, was the 
wife of John A. Hibbs, of Wetzel county, 
West Virginia; Stevenson, deceased ; Hannah, 
deceased, was the wife of John Hawkins; 


William | 














George W., subject; Sarah Ann, wife of Rich- 
ard Rice, of Wheeling, West Virginia; and 
Capola G., deceased. 

After the death of Mrs. Millie Norman Ran- 
dall Martin, Mr. Martin married as his sec- 
ond wife Elizabeth Bossler. This union re- 
sulted in the birth of two children: Millie, 
wife of a Mr. Monroe, of near Clarksburg, 
Harrison county, West Virginia, and Susan, 
deceased. 

The father of Mr. Martin, dying when he 
was young, George was reared on a farm by 
his uncle, Dorsey Martin. At the age of 
twenty-one he learned the trade of a black- 
smith with his uncle at Worthington, and has 
resided there engaged in the pursuits of his 
trade ever since. He first formed a partner- 
ship with his brother Martin, which 
alliance continued until 1871, when he suc- 
ceeded to the entire business through a pur- 
chase of his brother’s interests. Since coming 
into full possession of the plant, he has en- 
larged and greatly increased the scope of the 
enterprise. In addition to doing a large gen- 
eral blacksmithing business, he carries on a 
wagon and carriage-making business, giving 
employment to four blacksmiths, one wood- 
worker and one painter. He has a very fair 
business, amounting to about five thousand 
dollars per year. Fraternally he is a member 
of Eclectic Lodge, No. 67, I. O. O. F., of 
Farmington, and religiously, a deacon in 
the Christian church. On November 15, 1871, 
he married Miss Elizabeth Jane, a daughter 
of John Gray, a farmer of Monongalia county, 
West Virginia. 

hn et ta 
AMES T. MORRIS, a farmer of Lincoln 
district, Marion county, is a son of 
Samuel H. and Sarah (Shinn) Morris, and was 
born near Clarksburg, Harrison county, West 
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Virginia, June 25, 1814. The ancestors of | 


James T. Morris are of Welsh nativity. Rev. 


Isaac Morris, his grandfather, was a native of | 


Bucks county, Pennsylvania, but immigrated 
about 1775 to what is now West Virginia. 
He was a pioneer minister of the Baptist church 
in the State,a man of great natural ability, 
strength of character and executive ability, 
qualities of head and heart that won for him 
an unusual degree of success in his chosen 
field. 

- He married Miss Ruth Henton, of Rock- 
ingham county, Virginia, and had the follow- 
ing children: John, David, Thomas, who re- 
moved to Ohio, where he became prominent 
in the political history of the state which he 
served in the capacity of United States senator 
from 1833 to 1839; Daniel, Joseph, who be- 
came a minister in the Baptist church; Ben- 
jamin, Samuel H., James, Isaac, Esther, and 
Mary. Samuel Morris was born in Harrison 
county, West Virginia, in 1796. . He was 
a wheelwright and joiner and farmer by 
avocation, and an old-line whig in politi- 
cal adherence. He married Miss Sarah, 
daughter of Captain Samuel Shinn, a farmer of 
near Clarksburg, West Virginia; eight children 
were the fruits of this marriage: James T., 
subject; Joseph T., deceased, a farmer of 
Grant district ; Levi, who died when a young 
man; Henry Clay, a farmer and merchant of 
Indiana; Caroline R., who married John B. 
Holtese ; Mary S., deceased, was the wife of 
Jordan Hall, of Harrison county; Hannah 
Elizabeth, wife of Ira Keiser, of Fayette county, 
Pennsylvania, and Louisa, died young. 

James T. Morris was reared on the Morris 
homestead, and has followed the pursuits of 
agriculture all his life. He was an old-line 
whig in political faith and principle until that 
party collapsed in 1856, when he joined the 





democratic party. He has always taken a 
commendable interest in the body politic. He 
served one term of four years as justice of the 
peace in Grant district; was president of the 
board of education a number of years, and has 
served as a notary public a number of years. 
In his younger days he took a deep interest 
in the militia of the state of Virginia, and held 
the commission of ‘captain in that body. He 
isa member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
South. On December 15, 1836, he married 
Mrs. Matilda Hall, whose maiden name was 
also Hall. She died shortly after marriage, 
on February 9, 1838, and on September 5, 
1842, he married Sarah Ann Clark, and to this 
union eight children were born: Mary, died 
in childhood; James, of Monongah, Marion 
county ; John, died in boyhood; Joseph, died 
in boyhood; Sarah, died in girlhood, as did 
also Ellen; S C., now a resident of Eldora, 
this county, a surveyor and formerly a mer- 





chant. 
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HOMAS A. NEILL.—An industry which, 
within the last few years, has been de- 
veloped into one of the most considerable ot 
the State, is the oil-producing business, and 
one who has been prominent in this develop- 
ment is the gentleman whose name heads this 


_Sketch. He is a son of John and Sarah (Mc- 


Cune, zee McCaslin) Neill, and was born in 
Neilltown, Forest county, Pennsylvania, April 
14, 1858. 

The great-grandfather of Thomas A. Neill 
was a native of Ireland, who, seeking to better 
his condition, emigrated to America, and 
located in Pennsylvania, some place east of 
the Allegheny mountains. One of his sons 
was George Neill, grandfather, who took upa 
vast tract of land in what is now Forest 
county (then Venango county), and became 


ef RCRA EET ENE OIE 





“me es a ad a vba ; 
. * ill cat oe mgt wee aa ae: 


tw 
a 
— 


Maas. TIASTAGD G4A JADIHTARDOIa 





































syowls enl 2H = sghsq:.siieomeb | 0 mosesons oT pl BI na, on rg. 
tivities, deloW-to ous eine 4s ks 

1. ositeu| en 21454 Tol to and no. ysvise | jo sviien.s. 267 79 Abaery eid, OE Mis 
shiemng acw. ;soiteib 1nsi).ni 9969q | baimgimmi tud singvigenso we 140 2 

i bas easy to 1edmun 6 noitsaubo to bisod | .sinigiiV iteoV/ , won, 2), sents at. ESS) 
) lo wodmua & iidug ynedon & 26 avis. | dor sudo tetiqatl ort to 1oeiaisn7: ue 
nauoy eit ob | ,viilids iewien iso7g to RIT, 8 9% 
sioe : | poilids avitussxe bus rotostails 
H .wbod tsdt ni -miatgcs to noieemmes ort | mist a mow dad? neod bas bsg 
nudo Leqgoozigd taibou .M 9¢f lorsdmam s 2i-| aseosia aish mi, 2292202 10 “ 


‘ 
oe 


aitilug ybod ad? ni tessint ee ieieads | wodl 








botriam of O¢81 (21 Teders>: en siuee. | i 
sw smen esbiern seodw eH sbliosM eM eal Yo wrotesH dtu 
aysiviemn 124 note fei at@ dish ois | -wollel sili bad bor pets. coal 
s rsdmaigae no bane 8281 iQ yviundst m0 -1 ow esearonT jbived ,adol, , Bie 
ic Aral? ont dowsd boirsom of p51 \a nenkacig smsood a stay , oi. ! 
boib «cs (7 sow goiblido ingle goin od toitiw sdade odd | lo yw: id ten iio | 
aohel tiegronol Ye ,eomal ‘boorblids ci | votemee agtai? badinU to Wiosgs 13 
boils ,dqoso| ; boodyod ni baib nilol ; yInvo? | -ad orbur ,rigseo|, | ww - F810 ' 
bib ex boodhig oi beib ewe ; bos duod ni. | -nell Moro 2 riiqel oli ni Mia. | 
, 19 Io Insbiest & WOT we 2 :walld oels bas odieR ecel gomel, me iowa z 
= 5 whedne) bag tevovwe a pyiaeos els | gosiniekh atmod 26w vinoM jon 
nao | aew obl:- -Be71 ni wing, ke 
eer = yd vormnal bas yonio, bas 3 
iedw yriewbos of W .d: CANON TT | -tijoq si yislw snil-blo” as 6 
ob pesd eb exeey WA tes) oli auhiw A | dew ea. behnem oH. .son 
| sidevsbienon teoctt 413 to ono cini bagoter \ lo veer 6 anide laumee. ninsge) 
bas jeestiewd getouler oe oiate oct | abi aiage ini a an 
~qolsveb anit ni Jaamimoq nosd esl ofw one | oT somal, :sgeinem ait 10. 
wit ghas [ nen seatiw namaitasg sti ei insu | to Terme 6 boassosb oe digs 201 
: 2 bus ndebio nee ei sH sotode guuoy s node boib ontw ive; tb 
ni ad 2ew bas lis (niles DoM sais on Yo Janigam brs yomsl 6 ald, ¥ 


Ba 


——— nl 


A nol beiriam ondw . HH silo 


ak sineviyennd yinwos 32 oF .swortlie 
io stiw ont aew .baensosb .2 ¥ 


BaST wi 


His .A esmodT to r9dtelbnsrgteorg ofT dennsH ,\@nwoo onainat to lis 


(giao ouays'd | to zai salto shiv, ited: 
<gnvoy beib seine bas site 
y 


nen weld no bets, alae err woh 


siisd at pnizisse othe jboglenl lo ovitan # ev 
noiihaos ul 


bne ,somomh 03 Sheen 
Yo jens sosla Smide gineviyenas 7 nai bsdesol 
enoe 2in to sa) 2nisiauort endl g ost oda 
«qu too offv ~siselbas sig lio sg1930) enw 
tend won ei tedw oi baal lo oa tev 


‘smaood bas (xinuoo ogosis¥ most) avoo"! ia asdw 
va ¢ ee 


= 
= 
= 
* 
3 
= 
“gf 
a 
a 
2 
 e 


OF MARION COUNTY. 


209 





the founder of Neilltown, one of the pioneers 
His children 


were: William, an extensive cattle-dealer of 


of that section of the state. 


Pennsylvania; Robert, John, Thomas, George, | 
Hannah and Jane, all deceased. They all | 


lived at or in the vicinity of the old homestead 
village, Neilltown. 
John Neill, father, was born in eastern 


22 


Pennsylvania, February 
1871. 


1797, and died in | 
He followed farming for a livelihood, | 





having fallen heir to one hundred and sixty | 


acres of land, near Neilltown, a part of the 


original homestead. He served as one of the 


first postmasters of Neilltown, and carried the | 
mail on the route between Neilltown, Titus- | 


ville and Oil City. 
he was a prominent and active member, be- 


In the Presbyterian church 


longing to the official board of the church. 
He married Mrs. Sarah McCaslin, the widow 
of Robert McCune, and to this union were 
born one son and one daughter: Emma, wife 


of A. J. Siggins, a farmer and lumberman | 


of West Hickory, Forest County, Pa.; and 
Thomas A. To the marriage of Sarah and 
Robert McCune were born the following 
children: Joseph, a prominent man of Titus- 
ville, Pa., having served as sheriff of Crawford 
-county, and as a member of the iegislature of 


Pennsylvania, from the same county; William, | 
and Lizzie, wife of L. W. Brown, a plumber of | 


Titusville. 
Thomas A. Neill attended the common 


until seventeen years of age. 








being reared in the heart of the wonderful oil — 


region of Pennsylvania, he commenced work- | 


ing as a laborer in connection with that in- | 


dustry. He has had a varied and extended 


' experience in all branches pertaining to this | 


_ important industry. In 1891, when the South 
Penn Oil company was organized, he was 
2—14 


made superintendent, first of the Shoemanville 
district, and later of the Fairview district, 
where he has a very responsible position—the 
superintendency of one hundred and sixty 
wells. 

In the fraternal world Mr. Neill is promi- 
nent and popular; he is a member of Union 
Lodge, No. 4, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
Morgantown; Crusade Commandery No. 6, 
of Fairmont; Sheffield Lodge, No. 51, Knights 
of Pythias, of Sheffield, Pennsylvania. 

Thomas A. Neill is a typical representative 
of a large class of men of natural ability, 
who have been developed by the conditions 
We 
find them in the oil fields, and in the coal and 


surrounding them, for a particular work. 


mining regions; men who have commenced 
at the bottom rung, and by dint of close ap- 
plication and the display of good judgment 
and a commendable trustworthiness, have 
risen to positions of trust and honor. Theirs 
is a practical education—one obtained in the 
great university of experience—the best edu- 


cation that any man can obtain. 





o—_ 


EWIS E. BURGOYNE, 
farmer of Lincoln district, this county, 

is a son of Charles E. and Leah Ann (Mc- 
Cray) Burgoyne, and was born in Paw Paw 
district, Marion county, West Virginia, on 


a prominent 


| January 17, 1843. 
schools, and was reared on his father’s farm | 
At that age, | 


Joseph Burgoyne (grandfather) was a native 
of Ireland, but emigrated to America and 
located first in Loudoun county, Virginia, and 
in about 1823 in Marion county, in what is 
now Fairmont district, near Barnesville. He 
entered the service of his country in the War 
of 1812, for which service he received a grant 
of land in this county. He married a Miss 
McGech, by whom he had eight children, as 
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E., Joshua, Mary, Martha Ann and two 


follows: Lewis H., Thomas, John, Charles | 


daughters that died in childhood. Charles E. | 


Burgoyne (father) was born in Louden county, | 
| ter, Cedar Creek, Newmarket, Fisher’s Hill, 


Virginia, November 14, 1819, and died in 
August, 1892. He followed farming in Marion 
county from 1869 to 1873, when he retired 
from the farm and spent the remainder of his 
days in Grafton, Taylor county. He had 
learned the trade of a shoemaker in his earlier 
days, but did not follow it long, but took up 
farming and stock-dealing, along which line 
he was eminently successful, and was regarded 
as a man of more than ordinary business 
ability. He was a whig, then a republican in 
political following, and a steward and class- 


DoD)? 


leader in the Methodist Episcopal church. 


In 1839 he married Sarah A.,a daughter of | 
John McCray, a farmer of near Barrackville, | 


this county. Eight children were the issue 
of this marriage: John, born January 23, 1840, 
and died in infancy; Mary V., born March 
10, 1841, wife of Eber D. Morgan, a farmer of 
Lincoln district; Louis E.; Frances V., born 
November 30, 1845, wife of Hugh Atha, a 
merchant of Fairview, this county; Margaret 
L., born February 11, 1848, married John N. 
Toothman, a farmer of Ritchie county, West 
Virginia; Charles E., born January 2, 1850, a 
real estate agent of Santiago, California; 
William H., born October 6, 1853, now a 


resident of the state of California; Clara B., | 


born April 12, 1856, wife of Jefferson Price, a 
saddler and harness-maker of Grafton. 

Louis E. Burgoyne was reared on his 
father’s farm, and received such education as 








the common schools of the day afforded, and, | 


with the exception of four years, during which | 


he was in the Civil War and dry-goods busi- 
ness, he has farmed all his life. On January 
2, 1863, he enlisted in defense of the flag and 
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a united country in company “IF” of a regi- 
ment of West Virginia infantry, and served 
until August 19, 1865. He took part in the 
following hotly-contested battles: Winches- 


Petersburg, Five Oaks, Richmond, Appo- 
mattox, and saw the surrender of General 


| Lee, and has distinct recollections of the 


gracious act of General Grant in refusing to 
accept the sword. He was twice wounded, 
first time at Salem, Virginia, and again at 
Petersburg, and was captured at Newmarket, 
but made good his escape in less than an hour 
afterward, although he ran a hazardous risk of 
being shot by so doing. Coming out of the 
service, he again took up agricultural pursuits 
and has continued them to the present time. 
he owns a farm consisting of one hundred 
acres in the West Virginia oil belt, and all 
underlaid with coal. He is a past grand’ of 
Electric Lodge, No. 67, I. O. O. F., and has 
represented the lodge in the grand lodge of 
the State at Wheeling, and also belongs to 
Reno Post, No. 6,G. A. R.,of Fairmont. He 
is a republican politically, and was appointed 
notary public by Governor A. B. Fleming, 
and still holds that position. On October 
10, 1866, he was united in marriage with 
Agnes H., a daughter of Leander S. Laid- 
ley. To them five children have been born: 
Edwin L., who died in boyhood; Ada E., 
died in girlhood; Clarence F., Edith L. and 
Clyde R., all at home. 





Se. 
EANDER L. LAIDLEY, father of Mrs. 
Agnes H. Burgoyne, wife of Louis E. Bur- 
goyne, whose sketch appears above, was born 
in Morgantown, West Virginia, February 20, 
1798, and died in Lincoln district September Io, 
1868. He was of Scotch lineage, his grandfather, 
Thomas Laidley, being born in Scotland, 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 





| 


where he learned the trade of a calico printer. © 
He came to Philadelphia shortly after the | 


Revolutionary War and followed his trade, 
and finally drifted into mercantile business in 
that city. 
town, Monongalia county, and took up mer- 


In 1801 he removed to Morgan- 


chandizing, and pursued it until 1809, when 
he removed to what is now Lincoln district, 


Marion county, where he had previously taken | 


up a large tract of land, and before his death 
became the possessor of several thousand 
acres of land, and was well-to-do and prosper- 
ous. He married Sarah Osborn, of Phila- 
delphia, and had eight children: James, John, 
a soldier in the War of 1812; Thomas, who 


was a physician, and was located at Car- | 


michaels, Greene county, Pennsylvania; Ed- 
mund, who died in boyhood; Leander S., 
Sarah B., became the wife of Jehu Davis; 
Eliza, who married Boaz Fleming, and Jane B. 

Leander L. Laidley came with his father to 
this county in 1809, being then eleven years 
of age. 
large estate, and devoted, most of his life 
to the interests of agriculture, grazing and 
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born September I, 1797, and died May 1g, 
1882. She was a woman of great natural 


_ ability and individuality of character, and was 





He fell heir to a part of his father’s | 


stock dealing. He owned onethousand acres | 
of land all in one body in Lincoln district, | 


besides farms in other parts of the county. 


He was for a number of years engaged in | 


mercantile pursuits in Farmington. 


He was | 


an active member and a prominent official in | 


the Methodist Episcopal church. 


He was | 


an old-line whig until that party collapsed, | 


when he became a republican and served as 
justice of the peace in his district a number of 
years, when the magistrates held the county 
courts. 
of Joseph Morgan, one of the early families of 
the county, a history of which appears else- 
where in this volume. Elizabeth Morgan 


Laidley was a remarkable woman. She was 


He married Elizabeth B., a daughter | 


\ 


possessed of an intense Christian spirit. She 
was one of the organizers and first teachers of 
the first Sunday-school ever organized in 
Marion county. Two sons and nine daughters 
were born to their marriage. They were 
Cordelia, born April 14, 1819, and who mar- 
ried Clement T. Davis, of Harrison county ; 
Serena E., born March 26, 1821, and mar- 
ried Philemon L. Rice; Malissa A., born 


February 14, 1823, is the widow of James 


| L. Hawkins, of Lincoln district; Valina E., 


born February 9, 1825, is the wife of John 
Prichard, of Barbour county, West Virginia; 
Louisa, born March 25, 1827, was twice 
married; her first husband was William 
H. Burns. After his decease she married 
Rev. Jonah Dillon, a minister of the Metho- 
dist Protestant church, now located in Alle- 
gheny city, Pennsylvania, in the Pittsburg 
Conference; Napoleon D., born April 7, 1820, 
and died March 31, 1845, while attending 
school; Helen M., born March 29, 1831, wife 
of William Armstrong, of Madison county, 
Iowa; Narcissa M., born April 12, 1833, 
widow of Benjamin B. Dillon, of Lincoln dis- 
trict; George L., born January 23, 1835, and 
died December 30, 1890. He was a soldier 
in the late Civil War,—enlisted in company 
“D” Third West Virginia cavalry September 
3, 1862, and served until April, 1864, when he 
was discharged on account of disability, caused 
by a wound received at the battle of Winches- 
ter, in the Shenandoah valley; Martha L., 
born April 18, 1839, and died January 30, 
1888, was the wife of William Rex, of Lincoln 
district; Agnes H., was born November 28, 
1841, and became the wife of Lewis E. Bur- 
goyne, whose sketch appears above. 
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HARLES C. CONAWAY, an intelligent 
and representative citizen of Marion 


| 


county, is a son of Edmund M. and Lydia S. | 


(Clelland) Conaway, and was born in Fairmont | 


district, Marion county, June 24, 1855. (For 
ancestral history see the sketch of Colonel 
Andrew F. Conaway.) 

Edmund M. Conaway, father, was born in 
Fairmont district, September 24, 1821, and 
died September 24, 1880. He was the first 
male child born in the town of Barrackville 
_after it was incorporated a borough. 


He re- | 
ceived a rudimentary education, commenced | 


| 





a mercantile business in partnership with his | 
father at Barrackville, which he conducted | 


about seven years. He was also engaged at 
the same time in the hotel business in the 


town. He then purchased a farm in the dis- 


' coln district. 


trict and followed agricultural and grazing © 


pursuits the remainder of his life. 


man of good mental capacity and of more than | 


ordinary business ability. He was a demo- 
crat in political faith, and served one term as 


deputy sheriff of the county from 1860, under | 


Thomas F. Conaway, and as justice of the 
peace two terms. 


He married in 1852 Lydia S., a daughter of | 
| born near Mannington, upon the waters of 


To this 


Patrick Clelland, a native of Ireland, but at 
this time a resident of Barrackville. 
union nine children were born: Eli, died in 


widow of George S. Evans. 


He was a | 





district. Charles C. Conaway received his 
education in the common schools and the 
Fairmont State Normal school at Fairmont. 
He then entered upon agricultural pursuits in 
Fairmont district, near Barrackville, which he 
followed until 1893, when he began dairying 
on an extended scale. He owns twenty-five 
cows, and ships the milk twice a day to the 
market at Mannington. He is also one of the 
largest small fruit-growers of the county. 

He is a devoted member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church South, in which he is a 
steward and Sunday school superintendent. 
On September 11, 1879, he married Mary V., 
a daughter of Charles Sturm, a farmer of Lin- 
Ten children have been born to 
this union: Grace G., Edmund M., Georgia 
E., Gertrude M., Genevieve S., Ollie B., Thur- 
man, Ermie, Clark and William L. Wilson. 


ee 


|S aah PERRY FLOYD, one of the 
. oldest residents upon the waters of Buf- 
falo creek, a soldier of the late war, and a 
thoroughly representative citizen and business 
man of Marion county, is a son of Henry T. 
and Nancy (Cunningham) Floyd, and was 


Buffalo creek, in Monongalia county, Virginia 


_ (now Marion county, West Virginia), July 10, 
childhood; Charles C., subject; Sallie P., | 


She is now a | 


milliner of Fairmont; Thomas D., a farmer, | 
_ American branch of the family was founded by 


| Richard Floyd, who was a native of Wales, 


and one of the most extensive stock-dealers 
of Marion county; Nathan F., a miller, grain 
and feed dealer of Barrackville; Robert L., a 
farmer and dairyman of Fairmont district; 


1831. 
The Floyds are descended from a sturdy 
and highly intelligent Welsh ancestry, and the 


and who settled at Serauket, Long Island, in 


_ about 1680. Henry Floyd, the paternal grand- 


Eliza A., wife of Charles Gould, a farmer of | 


Palatine, this county; 
James R. Floyd, Jr., a farmer of Fairmont 
district; and John B., a dairyman of the same 


Isabelle M., wife of | 


| 


father of the subject of this biography, was a 
near relative, either a brother or first cousin, 
of General William Floyd, who distinguished 
himself in the early civil and military history 
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of this country. General Floyd was a mem- 


ber of the Continental Congress, was the first | 


signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
was at one time a presidential elector that 
elected an early president, and served con- 
spicuously with the rank of general through 
the Revolutionary War. 


Henry Floyd was born on Long Island, | 


and at the early age of sixteen years enlisted 
in the Continental army of the Revolutionary 
War, and served under the command of 
Washington for a period of six years and ‘six 
months. 
and participated in many of the most hotly 
contested engagements of the war. At the 
battle of Bunker Hill, a Hessian soldier who 
had been captured was placed under his 
charge. The Hessian became stubborn and 
unruly, and they soon fell behind the Conti- 


He was a brave and daring soldier, 


nental army, which was then retreating, and 
which was being hotly pursued by the enemy. 
He stopped, however, long enough to kill the 
Hessian, and then fled for his life. 
his escape good, but his clothes were riddled 
with bullets. He also took part in the battle 
of Brandywine, where he encountered and 
killed two Hessians in a hand-to-hand fight. 
After this he was captured by some Hessian 
soldiers, but was retained only a short time, 


He made 


when he escaped and joined his army, and 
served to the close of the war. 

After the country’s independence had been 
acknowledged, he settled in the beautiful and 
historic Shenandoah valley, where he resided 
until about the beginning of the present cen- 
tury, when he settled upon Indian creek, in 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), where he died, having resided in various 
parts of the county after his settlement within 
its limits. 

He was twice married. His first marital 


union was with a Miss Troutman, who bore 
him two sons and three daughters: Michael, 
Henry T., Eva, Rachel, and Drusilla. His 
second and last marriage was with Mary 


Johnson, who became the mother of two sons 











and six daughters: John, Thomas, Elizabeth, 
Mary, Jane, Sallie, Malinda, and Nancy. 

_ Henry T. Floyd, father, was born in Shen- 
andoah valley, June 29, 1798, and when a 
small boy came with his family to Monongalia 
county, where he grew to manhood and mar- 
ried. Soon after his marriage he, in 18209, 
settled upon Buffalo creek, one and three- 
At that 
time this was a sparsely-settled country, in- 
habited principally by wild beasts and savage 
Indians. Not deterred by these, Mr. Floyd 
set earnestly to work, and by indefatigable 


quarter miles from Mannington. 


efforts, succeeded in clearing up a good farm 
and establishing a comfortable home, for that 
time, and at the time of his death, which oc- 
curred December 28, 1879, owned four hun- 
dred acres of land. 

Politically, he was an old-time democrat 


“up to the breaking out of the Civil War, 


when he connected himself with the repub- 
lican party,and was known as a stanch and 
true Union man, believing that the best 
interests of all could only be subserved by 
maintaining a union of the states. Religiously, 
he was a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, of which he was class leader for 
some years. 

Mr. Floyd wedded Nancy Cunningham, 
who was born October g, 1800, and died 
April 13, 1893. 
Robert Cunningham, who was a native of 
Ireland, but settled on the banks of the old 


She was a daughter of 


| Monongahela, below Fairmont, where he 


was engaged in farming and coopering, the 


latter being his principal business. He mar- 
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ried a Miss Morris, of Scotch-Welsh descent, 


phia, whence she was brought by her parents, 


| Pennsylvania, July 28, 1831, and is the daugh- 


who was born in the vicinity of Philadel- ier of Richard and Sarah (Taylor) Roberts, 


_ both of whom were natives of Greene county. 


when a small girl, to Monongalia county. | 


This was long before the days of railroads in 
this country, and the family loaded all their 
belongings into a cart, drawn by one horse, 
and thus made the long and tedious journey 
from the “City of Brotherly Love” to the 
“Old Dominion.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd were the parents of 
eleven children, four sons and seven daugters. 

Robert P. Floyd was reared and has always 
resided upon the old homestead, engaged in 


agricultural pursuits. He owns one hundred 


and ten acres of land, upon which seven pro- | 


ducing oil wells are located. 
chased the Mannington Flouring Mills, and in 
the spring of the following year he repaired 


and improved the mill, putting in the roller | 
process and greatly increasing its capacity. | 


The mill is now operating successfully under 


the firm-style of Floyd and Sons, and turns | 


out about fifty barrels of flour a day. He 


is an ardent and uncompromising repub- | 
lican and a member of the Methodist Epis- | 
copal church, of which he is steward and | 


trustee. 

In 1862 he took up arms in defense of his 
country’s flag, enlisting July 9 of that year in 
company “H,” Fourteenth West Virginia 
volunteer infantry, and served until June 13, 
1865, when he was honorably discharged from 


the Federal service at Parkersburg, this State. | 
At the time of his discharge he was suffering | 
from various vein troubles, caused by the ex- | 


posure of army life. He served under Gener- 
als Grant and Sherman, and took part in a 
number of battles and skirmishes. 

March 18, 1851, he married Elizabeth M. 


Roberts, who was born in Greene county, 


In 1894 he pur- | 











The former was born in 1808, the latter in 
1801. 


1834. 
are four children: 


They settled in Monongalia county in 
The progeny of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
Letha Ellen, who 
born February 6, 1853, became the wife of 
Sanford Hibbs, a farmer of Mannington dis- 


was 


trict; Richard F., a farmer of Mannington 
1855, and 
married Nancy Campbell; Henry J., who 
was born April 22, 1860, is foreman of the 


22 


any 


district, was born September 


Mannington Flouring Mills; Charles M., who 
was born September 10, 1876, married Minnie 
Koon, and is employed in the Mannington 
Flouring Mills. 


S 








OLDEN M. FLOYD, a descendant of a 
sturdy Welsh ancestry, some of whom 


| were conspicuous inthe early civil and military 


history of the American republic, is a brother 
of R. P. Floyd, whose sketch contains the 
ancestral history of the Floyd family. Golden 
M. Floyd was born, reared and has since re- 
sided on the old homestead, near Mannington, 
in what is now Mannington district, Marion 
county, West Virginia. He was born Sep- 
tember, 1834, and has followed the avocation 
of a farmer all his life. He owns ninety-two 
acres of land situated in the Mannington oil 
field, upon which six producing wells are 
located. Politically, he is a firm republican 
and a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 


in the West Virginia State Volunteer militia 


During the late war he served 


in Captain James H. Furbee’s company, 
and was called to the front during Jones’ 
raid. 

November 10, 1859, Mr. Floyd and Miss 
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Nerissa Kendall, of Mannington district, were | lived there the remainder of his life, engaged 


united in marriage, and to their union have 
been born nine children, eight of whom are 
living: Nancy E., who became the wife of 
I. N. Huey, a farmer of Mannington district ; 


upon his father’s farm, engaged in farming 


L. Ressegger, a Methodist minister, of Thomp- 
son, North Dakota; 
Dwight Dutton, a farmer of Richland county, 
North Dakota; Anna M., married Z. P. Floyd, 


Rosella J., married 


who resides in this county, engaged in farm- | 


ing; and Arthur A., Barbara E., and Nerissa 


M., who are at home with their parents. 


—_—_—OCOO 


R™ THOMAS BRICKLY HOLBERT, 


a minister of fifty years’ service in the | 
| early age he was converted and became a 


divine vineyard, and a pleasant, intelligent and 


affable gentleman, is a son of Michael and | 
Hannah (Veech) Holbert, and was born on | 


August 25, 1820, in what is now Fairmont 
district, Marion county, West Virginia (then 
Monongalia county, Virginia). 

Michael Holbert, grandfather, was a native 


of Loudoun county, Virginia, where he lived | 


all his life. 
and served seven years as a soldier in the 


He was a farmer by avocation 


Revolutionary War, under General Washing- 
ton. He was twice married; first time toa 


Miss Brickly, and of this union Michael Hol- | 


bert, father, was the third son. James, the 
fourth son, died in the War of 1812, in which 
service he was a commissioned officer. 
Michael Holbert, father, 
Loudoun county, Virginia, and died in Man- 
nington district, at the age of one hundred 
years, ten months and twelve days. He 
came to the district when a young man and 


was born in 


as an agriculturist. He married Hannah 
Veech, a daughter of Benjamin Veech, a 
prominent citizen and farmer of near Fair- 


| mont, and ten children were born to their 
Robert J., married Lou Batson, and resides | 








union: Benjamin, a farmer of Marion county; 


| Mary, deceased, was married to a Mr. Barnes, 
and drilling water wells; Irena F., married | 


of this county; Lydia, widow of Asa Shinn, 
of this county; Elizabeth, widow of Nathan 
Eddy, of Washington county, Ohio; Rev. 
Thomas B., subject; Abraham, a minister 
of the Baptist church, of Wetzel county; 
James, a farmer of Calhoun county, West 
Virginia; Sarah, deceased, was the wife of 
James Tetrick, of this county; Rebecca, died 
young, and Jacob, a farmer of the state of 
California. 

Rev. Holbert’s boyhood days were spent 
upon the farm, and his education was ob- 
tained in the subscription schools. At an 
member of the Baptist church, and at the age 
of twenty-five years was ordained to the min- 
istry and has been zealously and devotedly 
laboring for the Divine Master ever since, a 
period of a half century. His labors have 
extended over large portions of Marion, Mo- 
nongalia and Wetzel counties. His ministe- 
rial work has been very uniformly successful, 
having taken at least fifty members into the 
church during the last year. 

Rev. Holbert’s interests are not confined 
exclusively to his ministerial labors, but he 
is also extensively engaged in the pursuits 
two hundred 
acres where he now resides on Flat run 
in the oil belt, and has generously given 
not less than six hundred acres of land to 
his children. 

His marriage on February 27, 1844, with 
Mary Ann, a daughter of Joseph Hildreth, a 


of husbandry. He owns 
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farmer of this county, has been blessed in the 
birth of eight children: Sabra, deceased ; 
another, deceased, was the wife of Caleb 
Freeland; Abraham, a farmer on Flat run; 
John A., a farmer of this county; Hannah, 
wife of Patrick McDonald, of this county ; 
Mary, deceased ; Isaac, deceased, and Arthela, 
at home. 





Se 





OLONEL WILLIAM H. BAKER, a man 


of ability, culture and scholarship, and | 


one of the young and rising lawyers of Fair- 
mont, is the only son and child of William 
H. and Emma (Guston) Baker, and was born 
at Winchester, Morgan county, Virginia, 
August 28, 1859. His paternal grandfather, 
Robert Baker, was a native of England, and 
settled in early life at Winchester, Virginia, 
where he became prominent in business pur- 
suits, and where he died 1850!cruHe 
was a partner with John Kerr in the whole- 


in 


sale mercantile business, operated a large 
furniture establishment, and was well known 
throughout the valley of Virginia. He was 
a member of the Episcopal church, in whose 
faith his descendants so far have lived and 
died. He was a man of standing and influ- 
ence, and married a Miss Kennedy, by 
whom he had six children: Thomas, Charles, 


James, William H., Lucy and Sarah, of whom | 


all are dead except Thomas and Lucy. Wil- 
liam H. Baker, father, was born in 1834, 
at Winchester, and died at Martinsburgh, 
1890. 


this state in He received a good 


education, and in early life, with his brother | 
James, edited and published a paper at | 


Moorfield, and the Constitution, of Berkeley 
Springs. Retiring from the newspaper busi- 
ness he read law, and was admitted to the 
Morgan county bar, at Berkeley Springs, in 
1866. He practiced at Berkeley Springs for 
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a period of fifteen years, and during that time 
was elected for six years as clerk of the Cir- 
cuit Courts of Morgan county. During his 
term of office he straightened up the court 
records, and left them in first-class condition 
In 1881 he left Berkeley 
Springs and went to Martinsburg, where he 


for his successor. 


practiced his profession up to the time of his 
death, in 1890. He dealt largely in real 
estate, and while at Berkeley Springs made 
many improvements there, adding to the 
beauty and the material value of that place. 
He was a strong democrat and an influential 
He mar- 
ried Emma Guston, who was a daughter of 


member of the Episcopal church. 


Colonel Robert Guston, of Berkeley Springs, 
and passed away in 1890, aged sixty years, 
leaving but one child, William H., the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 

William H. Baker was reared principally at 
Berkeley Springs, and received his education 
at Shenandoah Valley academy, where he 
always stood high in his classes, and won the 
scholarship for Washington and Lee univer- 
sity, held by the academy. After completing | 
his full academic courses, he entered, in 1881, 
the law department of the West Virginia 
university, from which he was graduated. 
Returning to Berkeley Springs, he applied 
for admission to the Morgan county bar, 
and passed successfully before the exam- 
ining committee, among the members of 
which were United States Senator Faulkner 
and Judge Brannon. After being admitted to 
the bar he practiced for a short time, and then 
removed to Morgantown, where he remained 
until 1887, in which year he came to Fair- 
mont. Since coming to Fairmont he has 
been actively engaged in practice, and also in 
dealing largely in real estate and in coal, 
lumber and mineral lands. 
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On April 12, 1881, Mr. Baker was united | John A. Clark’s parents were in very mode- 
in marriage with Nellie C. Core, a daughter | rate circumstances, and hence, at the early age 


of Christian Core, of Fairmont. To their 


| 


| 


union have been born five children: Kennedy | 
C., deceased; Harry B., Nola G., deceased; , 


William H., Jr.. and Kenneth D. G. 
In politics Mr. Baker is a democrat. He is 


a member of the Episcopal church and Man- 


nington Lodge, No. 11, Independent Order | 


of Odd Fellows. 
active in the Pythian brotherhood, being a 
member of Mountain City Lodge, No. 48, 
Knights of Pythias, and grand vice-chancel- 
lor of the grand lodge of the jurisdiction of 
West Virginia. 


which he is serving as assistant adjutant gen- 
eral with the rank of colonel. Mr. Baker is 
active and energetic, and is comparatively a 
young man in the great profession where he 
has already gained high standing. 


—) 








OHM A. CLARK.—The recent develop- 
ments of the great coal fields of West 
Virginia have brought into Marion county a 
number of men who have been schooled along 
similar lines of business in the industrial cen- 
tres of the adjoining states. 
among. these is John A. Clark, president of 
the Clark Coal and Coke company. 
born in the city of Cumberland, Maryland, 
January 22,1855. His parents were Andrew 
and Ellen (Colvin) Clark. His father was born 
in Ireland, but left his native country when 


Conspicuous 


He was 


quite a young man to seeka home in the New 
World. His first location was at Mount Sav- 
age, Maryland, but he finally settled at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, where he died. 


He is very prominent and | 


He is also a member of the | 
uniformed rank of the Knights of Pythias, in 





of eleven years, he was thrown upon his own 
responsibilities. He first found employment in 
a store in the George’s creek region at Lona- 


| coning, and was continuously employed in that 


vicinity from 1866 to 1880. Upon the latter 
date he accepted a position as clerk and mana- 
ger of the store of the Orrel Coal and Coke 
company at Newburg, Preston county, West 
Virginia. Here he remained until 1889, when 
he removed to Marion county as manager of 
the store of the Manongah Coal and Coke 
He filled the posi- 


tion until November, 1890, when he became 


company at Monongah. 


superintendent of the Linden Coke company 
at Clements. This position he filled about two 
years, when he resigned to engage in business 
on his own account. He accordingly, on Jan- 
uary I, 1892, organized a stock company, 
known as the Clark Coal and Coke company. 
Their plant is located at Prichard, on the 
Monongahela river railroad. Theirs is a well 
equipped plant, affords employment to about 
one hundred men, and its product, which is of 
a superior quality, finds a ready market 
throughout the country. The officers are: 
John A. Clark, of Fairmont, president; and 
George W. Clark, of Lonaconing, secretary 
and treasurer. 

Mr. Clark 
thorough-going business man. 


is an active, energetic and 

Honest and 
straight forward in all his business relations, 
affable and congenial as a companion, and 
liberal, almost toa fault, he has won and re- 
tains the confidenee of all who are brought into 
either business or social relation with him. 
Politically he is a democrat, and takes an active 


interest in the advancement and success of his 


party. 
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He BERNARD L. BUTCHER, a promi- 


nent lawyer of Fairmont, an active | 


democratic leader of West Virginia, and an 
ex-state superintendent of free schools, is a 
son of Eli B. and Elizabeth (Hutton) Butcher, 


and was born near Huttonsville, Randolph | 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia), Septem- | 


ber 12, 1853. 
trans-Atlantic ancestry to 





The Butcher family traces its © 
, from which | 


country Samuel Butcher came to the United | 


States during the latter part of the last century. 


He was accompanied by his son, Eli Butcher, | 
and their earliest home in the new world was | 


in Loudoun county, Virginia, but inducements 
sufficient were soon presented to draw them 


westward across the Blue Ridge to Randolph | 


county in the initial year of the nineteenth 


century. Samuel Butcher while in Loudoun | 


county had served as a Continental soldier in 
the Revolutionary War, and after coming to 
Randolph county he resolved to push further 
westward, and finally settled in Wood county, 
where he and his wife each lived to be over 
ninety years of age. Eli Butcher remained 
in Randolph county, where he died in 1862, 


when in the eighty-fourth year of his age. He 


owned a farm, but followed merchandizing for | 


many years, and was known as a leading mer- 
chant of hiscounty. He was an old-line whig, 
but never sought for office, and after that party 
had lost power and prestige he never took any 
active part in political affairs. He married 
a Miss Heart, and after her death wedded her 
sister, Margaret Heart. His wives were both 
granddaughters of John Heart, a signer of 
the Declaration of Independence. By his 
second marriage he had several children, one 
of which was Eli B. Butcher, the father of the 
subject of this sketch. Eli B, Butcher was born 
in 1826, and died in his native county, March 





25, 1862, at the early age of thirty-six 
years. 

When but fourteen years of age he assumed 
the management of his father’s store at Hut- 
tonsville, and conducted it successfully. He 
followed merchandizing up to the time of his 
death, but in connection with his business 
gave considerable time to political affairs. He 
was a whig and a republican, and served two 
terms as assessor of his county. Eli B. But- 
cher married Elizabeth Hutton, and they 
reared a family of four children, one son and 
three daughters. 

Bernard L. Butcher was reared in his native 
county, and after receiving his elementary 
education in the public schools, entered the 
Fairmont State Normal school, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 1874. Before 
graduation he had commenced the study of 
law with Judge Alpheus F. Haymond, of Fair- 
mont, and after graduation his reading was so 
careful and extensive that he was admitted to 
the bar in the autumn of 1875 at Beverly, 
Randolph county, where he practiced success- 
fully until 1893. In that year he came to 
Fairmont, and making a specialty of land and 
coal cases has built up a first-class and remu- 
nerative practice. 

On January 23, 1878, Mr. Butcher was 
united in marriage with Mary E. Ayers, a 
daughter of Z. M. Ayers, of Palatine, a 
mention of whom appears elsewhere in this 
volume; to Mr. and Mrs. Butcher have been 
born three children: Willa, Samuel H., and 
Birch. 

Bernard L. Butcher is a member of the Pres- 
byterian church, and Randolph Lodge, No. 
55, Free and Accepted Masons, of Beverly, 
this State. He has been active and influential 
in the educational and political affairs of West 
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Virginia. He served as a member of the 


board of regents of the Fairmont State Normal | 


school from 1876 to 1880, and in the autumn | 
of the material wealth of Marion county, is a 


of the last-named year was elected state super- 


intendent of free schools, which position he | 


held from 1881 to 1885. His administration 
as state superintendent was characterized by 
earnestness, activity, and improvement. 


was in hearty sympathy with his sphere of 


He | 


labor, was progressive in spirit, and threw into — 


his work all the power and zeal of his full 
manhood. 


organization of the teachers’ county institutes, | 


and did much to awaken a spirit of enthu- 
siasm in the teaching corps of the State. 
outline works for teachers’ institutes were in- 


corporated with those of the leading educators | 
of the land in the official publications of the | 
| to the United States, and thus saved his life. 


department of education at Washington city, 
and were sent all over the United States and 
to many of the leading educational institutions 
of Europe. State Superintendent Butcher gave 


West Virginia a clean, clear, and useful ad- | 


Ministration of her free-school affairs, and 


retired from the office with a record honorable | 


to the State and creditable to himself. 

His political career commenced in the cen- 
tennial year, when he was elected prosecuting 
attorney of Randolph county on the demo- 
In 1892 
he was elected as a presidential elector, and 


cratic ticket for a term of four years. 


cast his vote for Grover Cleveland for chief 
magistrate of the republic. 

Mr. Butcher is an active democrat, who 
believes ina Jacksonian enforcement of Jeffer- 


sonian principles, and has always been promi- 
| James Burns was energetic and active and in 


nent in the State councils of his party. Un- 
assuming and affable, he has made a wide 
circle of friends, and stands high as a man of 
integrity, public spirit, and excellent judgment. 


| June 18, 1832. 
He exhibited great energy in the | 


His | 
| lion of 1708. 





RY pancia J. BURNS, a former merchant of 


Fairmont, and who has been remarkably 
successful in his efforts for the development 


man of such energy and persistent determina- 
tion that since 1888 he has organized five suc- 
cessful coal companies, now operating on a 
large scale. He is a son of James and Nancy 
(Ingman) Burns, and was born at Fairmont, 
Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
His paternal grandfather, 
Captain William H. Burns, was a native of Bel- 
fast, Ireland, and had command of a company 
that was to serve under the patriot-martyr 
Robert Emmett, in the projected Irish rebel- 
After the British forces had 
prevented the intended uprising and seized 
Emmett, Captain Burns succeeded in escaping 


He first settled at Hagerstown, in western 
Maryland, where he married Philadelphia Bur- 
bridge, but afterwards removed to Western- 
port, in the same state, at which latter place he 
died in 1804. His son John Burns, father, 
was born at Westernport, Maryland, February 
4, 1801, and in 1827, came to Fairmont, then 
Middletown, where on the site of the Skinner 
hotel he operated a tannery until 1856. In 
that year he removed the tannery to Fairview, 
and conducted it there until 1877, when he 
purchased a farm of one hundred and eighteen 
acres in what is now West Fairmont. Five 
years later, on the 1oth of September, 1883, 


| he started for Peoria, Illinois, where he died 


January 17, 1892, when lacking only a few 
days of reaching his ninety-first birthday. 
his business affairs displayed such good judg- 
ment and keen foresight that he was success- 
ful in every line in which he was engaged, from 
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tanning to farming. In every relation of life 
he was active and useful, and was well known 
in every community in which he resided for 
industry and honesty and benevolence. 


July, 1823, he married Nancy Ingman, who 


was born December 18, 1803, and passedaway | 


February 19, 1878. To their union were 
born three sons and five daughters: Jane, born 
August 22, 1824, and died in childhood; Wil- 


liam H., born September 26, 1825, died at Fair- 


mont, November 24, 1852; Silas B., born | 


January 23, 1828, and died in December, 1824; 
Philadelphia, born June, 1830; Ann, born 
1830, died in 1831; James J., subject; Ellen, 
born in 1834, and died in 1839; and Laura 
L., born August 17, 1847. 

James J. Burns was reared at Fairmont, 
where he received a practical business educa- 
tion in the old-time subscription schools then 
in their prime. Leaving school, he was var- 
iously engaged fora short time and then em- 
barked in the general mercantile business, 
which he followed for three years in his native 
town. At the end of that time, in 1857, he 
went to Minnesota, in which northland state 
he made his home until 1869, when he returned 
to Fairmont and resumed the general mercan- 
tile business, which he pursued up to 1888. He 
then turned his attention to the material de- 
velopment of Marion county and northern 
West Virginia. He organized the West Fair- 
mont Gas and Coal, the Virginia and Pittsburg 
Coke and Coal, and the New England Coke 
and Coal companies. He formed the Wash- 
ington City Coke and Coal company, whose 
plant is at the mouth of the Valley river; and 
the Fairmont Gas Coal company, of New York. 
These different companies have all passed the 
paper stage of their existence and have their 
plants well equipped and in active operation. 











In addition to forming all these companies Mr. 
Burns has organized the Marion county Oil 


/ company, which purposes to seek for whatever 
In | 


illuminating fluid treasures that may exist be- 
neath the surface and below the mines of coal 
and iron ores. 

On December 21, 1854, Mr. Burns wedded 
Margaret Steward, a daughter of John Stew- 
ard, of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania. 
Their children are: Ida E., born November s, 
1855; Delia A., March 5, 1857; Minnesota, 
August 17, 1860; Laura J., September 24, 
1862; Mabel S., January 22, 1864; Mary 
Knight, April 8, 1871; and Maggie B., April 
30, 1873. 

James J. Burns was a whig until the disrup- 
tion of that party and then united with the re- 
publican party, which he has supported ever 
since. With no thought for political honors 
or civil preferment his life has been one of 
business activity. Marion county owes hima 
lasting debt of gratitude for his successful ef- 
forts in securing the development of her rich 
increased 


mineral territory, which means 


wealth, prosperity and population. 


ILLIAM KUHN, a representative farmer. 

of Mannington district, Marion county, 

West Virginia, is a son of Daniel and Mary 

(Wells) Kuhn, and was born in Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, October 21, 1333. 

His grandfather, John Kuhn, was a native 
of Germany, whence he emigrated to the 
United States and located in Greene county, 
in western Pennsylvania, where he followed 
farming, and died at the advanced age of 


ninety years. He wasa soldier in the War of 


As os, 


7 


ALGBIOIOVD TIARTAOT GUA JAMNHIAAOCIA 








cniema& of nolfibba al | ‘sll Yo aoitalon ysve nl Qnimmilt o 








































ve 
soeee 


BOMOD SONS Ua Beets ie 
Y-vaavoo nonsi4 oft bosinsgre sed ema | nwond Ilew esw bes Juteeu baa svit 6 Os 
d : 1 = ai 
qo) tee 0) es20cnug Hoitiw ~yasqmos | TO! bobiem of doidw ni ‘iitiwenmod N ‘ 
. ll a ; : | a ie 
t daix ort eswesot! bish yrvtacimulli | ol sonslovensd bas yteonod bas scued 


: : — | 

109 To 8 ty woled baa sostue oft diesn | Orlw nsemgel yoneV\ beinsn ‘ot .e8 
2 bis | yawaboeenq bas 7031 81 yoda 
1M pei ts t4dms00 nO” | 9198 noinw tied of ens ares 


i THwWC ( eo! ‘1s 8 ' 

os ; ao 

2 nfol jo toIngueD & Jmswaic Ioiegies. mod anal pevetdgueb ovi ft bre ence'oe nas 
nevivenned «inves nobgaiiawH to ois | iV! ;boordblirs ai bsib bas ,4* 81 acd 


rns" tod 4 sbl sow meblido tisdT | isl i beib 38) Be rsdmeiqs? m0 
wail 7281 .2 doll “A wil pepax | mod’,  eelie pozés 2s) eden 


St vedios ni beit bas e817 Eo o 





2 yedeesiqee .( suet (0067 {1 jerrgu ls |* ips 
yu, pO8r cs yeu, LC toda. 208) | mod yam) Lopes oral wrod citighs 
tnaA . sigaeM bus (1461 £ lingA sigiad | oN 3 soatdue 2 asoral (198% ab BS 
ERB | swel be 1978? ai bo in esr 
yw ' uv fits iy fray By amid.) Soria Une ete sarge ik 7C ° 
) iw botinu roti bas yneq jad! lo ae | Jhom int te been eaw anwel. ee 
S aue asd od doithw yrisq aesiléuq | -soubo cesmiaudinsitong § bovisoor 
one lexitilog vol tdyuorit on iW sonie , world elo doz noigihivedue sim i3-blo ree 
9 sno neod eat Jul pil: ee fi me te agy enw of Jocrioe giivns.t oni iq tio 
J mitt aswo yinuos néheMl “seowitse keaniead | “mo Ae ott bas omit horde sl bogegan 


luleesvoue eit} 161 Sbustierg lo dob vial | eeoniend sltiagziom lssasy sold. ni bs y9) 

toi sd to jnoerqotavab alt grime: ni atte | sviten ait mime sould vol bowollo} oe 
a 28 on init tad) Yo bine odd 1 

sists braldton tiidw ni stoeone 

bomussron aeilw 008 1 cmcieenll dl 

ven larsasrg sid bamvcor bas ine mm 


sprosivies lewoeviaen 
tl 


fi) now 


' oe ‘ae es ar ‘ re te ‘2 
boeesoton ere = Piri 
Vr 


' Bd ‘t m 
voligluged bua yvineqeotg 
J adhe a ie tt 4 Weur ot 


oH .8882 of qe bower od doidw, on 
-ob leinetam st of noitnsis eid bom 


i 
} 
! 
i 
v 
oe 


of sydininsesigo 6 AIG WALD AAT wien bas yinwoo noneM Yo Jnom 
: : vy ~ 
horns total norgeians Mi lo 2 | ried seo oft besiongro sH «sia gti 


og Ioiast! Yo noe # 2) winrgiV tesW | ygrudesti? bas sinigiV oi} lao bas es 

) ni arod kaw bnew indo (ellsW) | od09 bnalged wei od? bre 809 

ee3 ip asdenO jsiesvivanns? | -tleg WF otlt bermol oft sevineqinor : 

svitan & exw crluat dol aoitiabnerg ail | seodw ,.yaaqmo .lsoD bns odod ic 

oft at betmryime od sansdw neniso to | brs :1uviv valle ont lo divom od 
co 


YVINUOS Bist: 


ahoY well le ,gnaqmos iso voi) de 

silt boeesq iis oved esineqmo> inowsh 

‘ : Py y * * per yas 

lo sgh bedasvbs oft ts bsib bas gn inva ‘sbokt overt bre sonstaixs th rind ot sate 
4 7 


WrsW ons ni wibloe seew 9H txsoy YiSnin nouaiaqo aman ni bas b 


yinwod snse10 hi bodnsol bus 25% ae bavinU 
bswolfol ol sradw sinsviyennod misteow ni 





OF MARION COUNTY. 


1812, a whig in political sentiment and prac- 
tice, and a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church. He married Nancy Downer, and 
had six children, three sons and three daugh- 
ters, of which Daniel, father, was among the 
oldest. He was born in Greene county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1814, and died in Monongalia 
county, West Virginia, in 1886. His avoca- 
tion was farming, and his politics was that of 
the republican party, and he held for a num- 
ber of years the office of county commis- 
sioner. He married Mary, a daughter of 
-James Wells, of English birth. Three sons 
and five daughters resulted from this union. 

Mr. Kuhn was reared upon the farm, and 
received his mental training in the common 
schools of Greene county, and has followed 
agricultural pursuits all his life. In 1869 he 
located upon the farm where he now lives, and 
has resided there ever since. His farm, con- 
taining one hundred and sixty-nine acres, is 
situated in the West Virginia oil belt, and is 
all underlaid with the Pittsburg coking coal. 
He was drafted into the United States service 
for the late Civil War, and served as lieutenant 
for a period of twenty-five days, until he gota 
substitute. 
political issues of the day, and a firm believer 
in the tenets and dogmas of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 

On December 21, 1854, he married Amanda 
Wetzel, of Monongalia county, and this mar- 
riage has been prolific in the issue of fifteen 
children: Ozias, a farmer of Mannington dis- 
trict; Mary Elizabeth, wife of William Shunk; 
Remembrance, a merchant of Harrison 
county, West Virginia; Martha Jane and 
Margaret (twins.) Martha Jane is the wife 
of Frank Toothman, of this county, and 
Margaret is the consort of Bruce Ash, of 


He is a republican as regards the 
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attending the Buckhannon seminary; John 
Newton and Rosa Myrtle, at home. The 
rest died in childhood. 


J. RUCKMAN, secretary and manager 
* of the Monongah Coal and Coke com- 
pany, and a citizen of Monongah, Marion 
county, West Virginia, is a son of James and 
Anna (Jones) Ruckman, and was born at 
Parkersburg, Wood county, West Virginia, 
April 23, 1860. The Ruckmans are de- 
scended from a sturdy Scotch-Irish ancestry. 
James Ruckman (grandfather) was born in 
Pleasants county, West Virginia, where he 
pursued the avocation of a farmer all his life. 

James Ruckman (father) was also a native 
of Pleasants county, born in 1831; but after 
his marriage he located at Parkersburg, his 
home at the time of his demise, in 1864. 
During the late war he was captured by 
the Federal soldiers, taken aboard of a gun- 
boat, carried down the Ohio to Kentucky, 
He 
was held in captivity for some time; was 
in the Seven Days’ battle and at Winchester, 
and there contracted typhoid fever, which 
afterwards resulted in his death. He mar- 
ried Anna Jones, a daughter of Albert Jones, 
He was of 


whence they went by land into Virginia. 


who was a trunk manufacturer. 
English lineage. Mr. and Mrs. Ruckman were 
the parents of three children: A. J. (subject) ; 
Paul, of Parkersburg ; and James G., assistant 
book-keeper in the employ of the Monongah 
Coal and Coke company. 

A. J. Ruckman was brought up in Park- 
ersburg, which was his home until 1889, 
when he removed to Monongah, where he has 
since resided. He was educated in the public 


this county; William F., at home; Annie, | schools of the town of his nativity, gradua- 
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ting from the high school in 1876. Succeed- 


ing this, he was employed with the Camden | 


Oil company, now the Standard Oil company, 
for a period of four years, one year as time- 
keeper, and the remainder as assistant book- 
keeper. In 1880 he was employed by the 
Baltimore and Ohio Express company. This 


position he filled, however, but a short time, 


when he became secretary for the American | 


Analine works and the Kanawha Wood Pulp 
companies. These combined positions he 
filled until 1874, when he accepted the posi- 


tion of general book-keeper for R. L. Neil 


and company, hardware merchants, in whose | 
employ he continued until 1889. On that | 


date he accepted a position with the Monon- 


gah Coal and Coke company, and has since | 


continued in their employ. In 1894, the 


company, in recognition of his superior busi- » 


ness qualifications and executive ability, pro- 


moted him to the position of secretary and | 


. general manager, a position well earned by 
faithful service. His career has been one of 


gradual promotion, characterized by integrity 


of purpose and devotion to his employer’s | 


interests, and we predict for him a bright and 
prosperous future. Politically he is a demo- 
crat, and has filled the offices of councilman, 
mayor and recorder of his borough. He is 
prominently identified with the Masonic fra- 
ternity, as a member of Fairmont Lodge, No.9, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Orient Chapter, 
No. 9, Royal Arch Masons; Crusade Com- 
mandery, No. 6, Knights Templar; and Osiris 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of 
Black Diamond Lodge, No. 72, Knights of 
Pythias. 

January 13, 1883, Mr. Ruckman and Miss 
Kate M. Rust, of Middleport, Ohio, were 
united in the bonds of matrimony, and to 





their union have been born three children: 
Francis Curtin, Douglass James, and Lucile. 


So 








OHN J. WIGGINTON, a reliable and suc- 
cessful business man of Palatine, and an 

old and highly respected citizen of Marion 
county, is a son of Squire Presley and Sarah 
(Wright) Wigginton, and was born in Loudon 
The Wiggin- 
tons are of German descent, and Benjamin 


county, Virginia, June 3, 1828. 


Wigginton, the paternal grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch, was a native of Fairfax 
county, Virginia. He served in the War of 
1812, and afterwards removed to Loudoun 
county, in his native state, where he purchased 
a farm, on which he resided until his death. 
He was an old-line whig and a great admirer 
of General William Henry Harrison, and 
married a Miss Donaldson, by whom he had 
six children. One of his sons, Henry Wig- 
ginton, went to Alabama and carried the 
United States mail for several years ona route 
leading through Florida, when that state was 
a wildnerness filled with fierce animals and 
flercer men—the Seminoles and other Indian 
tribes. Another son was ’Squire Presley Wig- 
ginton (father), who was born in Fairfax 
county, Virginia, November 12, 1796, and in 
1817 removed tonear Harper’s Ferry, Loudoun 
county, that State. In 1851 he removed to 
Palatine, Marion county, where he died, Oc- 
tober 5, 1880. 
pally, taught school for a number of terms, 


He followed farming princi- 


and was engaged in the general mercantile 
business for a few years. He was a strong 
democrat, and a member and officer of the old 
side Methodist Episcopal church, and served 
for several years as a magistrate in Loudoun 


county, Virginia. In January, 1823, he mar- 


' ried Sarah Wright, and they had a family of 
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six children, three sons and three daughters. 
Mrs. Wigginton was born in Fairfax county, 
Virginia, October 4, 1804, and died at Pala- 
tine, in Marion county, August 16, 1890, when 
rapidly nearing the close of her eighty-sixth 
year. 

John J. Wigginton was reared in his native 
county, and at the age of sixteen years went 
to Charleston, Virginia, where he served his 
apprenticeship to the trade of carpenter and 
house-builder. He worked at his trade at 
various places until 1851, when he came with 
his father to Palatine, Marion county, and 
there commenced contracting and building, 
which he followed continuously for three 
years. During that time he was employed on 
Mountain City hall, and built the Methodist 
Protestant church and several substantial busi- 
In 1854 he was 
employed as a superintendent of water stations 


ness buildings of Fairmont. 


and stationary machinery on the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, and held that position for 
twenty years, during which time he attended 
to all department work, and built (1868) the 
round-house at Grafton. In 1875 he opened 
on Jackson street at Fairmont a machine shop, 
to which in 1877 he added a foundry, the en- 
tire plant then being known as the Fairmont 
Foundry and Machine works. He did _ busi- 
ness until 1894 at Fairmont, and then moved 
his works to their present location on lots one 
and two, Water street, Palatine. He does all 
kinds of foundry and machine shop work, and 
allows neither new work nor repaired work to 
leave the plant until itis thoroughly inspected 
and tested by himself or a competent ma- 
chinist. 

On October 28, 1851, Mr. Wigginton mar- 
ried Nancy Miller, of Fairmont. 
has been blessed with four children, one son 
and three daughters: Lucy, wife of M. L. 


Their union 








Sheets, of Palatine; Mollie; Sallie ; and John 
M., a merchant, who married Ola Wilson. 

In politics Mr. Wigginton is a democrat of 
the Jeffersonian type. 
practical, capable man, and has made his mark 


He is energetic, and a 


in every line of business in which he has been 
engaged. 


|i eens M. COMERFORD, a mechani- 
cal engineer by profession, and who 
held for many years the superintendency of 
construction on one of the branches of the 
great Baltimore and Ohio railroad, is one ot 
the leading practical business men of Fair- 
mont. He is a son of James and Margaret 
(Moonan) Comerford, and was born August 
11, 1826, in the town of Drogheda, province 
of Leinster, Ireland. James Comerford was 
born in Ireland, in 1774, and was reared to 
manhood in that country, where he married 
and remained until 1837, when he followed in 
the wake of so many thousands of his coun- 
He first 
located in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, 
but soon removed to Maryland, where he was 


trymen who had come to America. 


successively a resident of Mt. Savage and 
Eckert, in Alleghany county, that state, and 
where he died at the latter named village 
in 1870, when lacking but four mile-stones 
of reaching the centennial point on the path- 
In early life he was a drover 
He married Margaret 


way of life. 
and_ stock-dealer. 
Moonan, who was born and reared in Ireland. 
They reared a family of six children, three 
sons and three daughters : James, who died in 
Wheeling, this State, in 1893; Owen, now of 
San Francisco, California; Michael M., sub- 
ject; Ann, married Bernard Burns, of Mt. 
Savage, Maryland, and they are now both 
dead; Catherine, married John McKillip, of 
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Mt. Savage, Maryland, and in 1846 they went | company, and Mr. Comerford remained with 


to Iowa, where they now reside at Bellevue; 

and Alice, who wedded William McKillip. 
Michael M. Comerford 

years of age when his parents left Drogheda, 


was. but eleven 


on the northeast coast of Ireland, and came to | 


America. 


: 
| 
| 


He received the larger part of his | 


education in the common schools of Lycom- | 


ing county, Pennsylvania, and then, preferring 
a mechanical to an agricultural or professional 
pursuit, he learned the trade of nail-cutter, 
which he soon quit to enter a machine shop, 


where he learned locomotive aiid marine engine | 


building. Becoming very proficient in the 
last line of work that he had taken up, his 
services were in demand, and in 1851 he was 


given charge of the machinery department of | 


the Cumberland and Pennsylvania, whose 


shops were located at Mt. Savage, Maryland. | 


The duties of his position were numerous and 


responsible, but he was always equal to their | 


full and competent discharge. After six years’ 
faithful and continuous service Mr. Comerford 


left the employ of the railroad company to | 


.come to Fairmont, where he purposed to 
He had 
visited Fairmont in 1852, when serving for a 


engage in the coal-mining business. 


short time in the employ of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad company, and had been 
favorably impressed with the place and its 
future possibilities of material development. 





He now returned at a time that he deemed | 


opportune for the commencement of sucha 
material development. Arriving in the win- 
ter of 1861, he employed himself until the 
spring of the succeeding year in examining 
various coal veins, and then formed a part- 
nership with his brother-in-law, William Walk- 
late, in the coal-mining business. 

They opened up productive mines, which 
they soon sold to the present American Gas 


| judgment so essential to success. 


the new company as their bookkeeper up to 
1865. He then embarked in the drug busi- 
ness, which he followed most successfully 
until 1892, and had an extensive patronage. 
Mr. 


opinion, while in religious faith and church 


Comerford is a democrat in political 
membership he is a Catholic. In the various 
business lines in which he has been engaged 
he has always evinced that practical good 
He is 


| prompt, reliable, conservative and energetic, 


and has won where many a man of less 
patience and persistence would have utterly 
failed. 

Michael M. Comerford wedded Rachel M. 
Fleming, a daughter of Boaz Fleming, of 
Marion county. Mr. and Mrs. Comerford 
have three children: Allie, widow of Lind- 
say B. Haymond, and son of Hon. A. F. 
Haymond, ex-judge of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals of West Virginia; Eugene, who 
is engaged in the jewelry business at Fair- 
mont; and Cora, who married Hon. Charles 
S. Bishop, one of the leading business men 
and prominent citizens of Kingwood. 


—$—— 


OSEPH IM. HARTLEY.—That the force, 
development and standing of a county 
depends mainly upon the ability, industry and 
energy of its individual and representative 
men, cannot be better illustrated than by the 
career of Joseph M. Hartley, who for eighteen 
years has stood at the head of the general 
mercantile business of Fairmont and Marion 
county, and has that special aptitude, prompt- 
ness of action, capacity for organization, 
knowledge of human nature and actual experi- 
ence necessary for the successful management 
of any important undertaking or difficult en- 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 


terprise. He is ason of Peter M. and Susan 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(Swindler) Hartley, and was born at Mason- | 


town, Preston county, Virginia (now West | 


Virginia), October 20, 1842. 

The Hartleys are of the Welsh element of 
the population of Virginia that gave Thomas 
Jefferson, General Daniel Morgan, and other 
statesmen and soldiers to the Revolutionary 
War and the cause of American‘ indepen- 
dence. 

Edward Hartley, the grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch, spent the greater 
part of his life in Preston county, where 





he was a farmer and miller at Pleasant Val- | 


ley, now Masontown, a prosperous village 
on the Morgantown and Kingwood Mud 
pike. He married a Miss Miller, and of their 
children, one was Peter M. Hartley, father, 
who was born in 1810, near Masontown, 
where he died. He was a farmer and stock- 
dealer, and for the early day in which he 
lived, was one of the most extensive dealers 
in stock in western Virginia. He was a 
reliable, responsible and energetic man, and 
wedded Susan Swindler. 

Joseph M. Hartley attended for several 
years the schools that were taught at Mason- 
town, and then became a student at the old 
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1872 this firm of Hagans and Hartley 
changed to Hartley and John, and two 
years later Mr. Hartley purchased his part- 
ner’s interest and continued the business up 
to 1877, when he associated a Mr. Sharpes 
with him, under the firm-name of Hartley 
and Sharpes. 

In the last-named year, Mr. Hartley sought 
for a wider field than was afforded at Inde- 
pendence, in Preston county, and removed 
to Fairmont, where he purchased a half- 
interestin the lot at the corner of Main and 
Madison streets, and the present Carney and 
Hartley building. He commenced in the 
dry-goods business by himself at Fairmont 
in 1877, and 1881 
of the firm of Hartley and company, which 


in became a member 
was succeeded in 1885 by Hartley and Mor- 
row. In 1891 Mr. Hartley purchased his 
partner’s interest, and since then has con- 
ducted the business himself. He employs six 
salesmen, yet gives personal supervision to 
every department of his large mercantile 
establishment. 

‘For sixteen years J. M. Hartley has main- 


| tained himself at the head and front of the 


Monongalia academy, at Morgantown, where | 


he remained for some time. Leaving the 


academy he entered upon active life for him- — 


self as a clerk in the store of George M. 
Hagans, of Morgantown, where he remained 
from 1860 to 1866, excepting one year, 1864, 
that he served as a non-commissioned officer 
in company “E,” Twelfth West Virginia in- 
fantry. 

In 1866 he became a partner with Mr. 
Hagans in a store at Reedsville, in Pres- 
ton county, which they removed in 


His 
business has run parallel with the growth 
of the community. His stock at the begin- 


general mercantile business of Fairmont. 


ning of his career here was a large one 
for the times, but it has now grown to im- 
mense proportions. 
comprehensive than any similar stock in 


It is larger and more 


the county, or, indeed, in this part of the 


_ State. 


1867 | 


Mr. Hartley’s phenomenal success is the 
result largely of the confidence begot by his 
correct and straightforward way of dealing 
with his patrons and the general public. His 
word is as good as his bond whether he is 


to Independence, in the same county. In | selling a yard of calico or transacting an out- 
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side business operation involving thousands 
of dollars. 


The room occupied by Mr. Hartley is 22x 70 | 
feet in size, but on first opening he only used | 


fifty feet of the front end of the room, the re- 
mainder being partitioned off as a ware-room. 
His business soon increased to such magni- 
tude that he was obliged to take out the par- 
tition and convert the whole first floor into a 


sales-room. Soon he was obliged to movea | 


portion of his stock of carpets and clothing 
up stairs, and a part of that floor was par- 
titioned off for that purpose. The next 
large addition to his stock required more 
room, and the whole up-stairs was occu- 


pied for the reception of merchandise and 


shops for the merchant tailoring establish- 
ment. Business soon increased, and more 


rooms became necessary. His merchant tail- 


oring department was moved over into the 


rooms above Carney’s drug store about a 
year ago, and now the whole up-stairs of 
his own building is crowded with carpets, 
cloaks and clothing. 

A very successful feature of his business 
has been the merchant tailoring department. 


In this line he employs regularly from eight | 


to ten hands in the busy season. 


In the | 


beginning Mr. Hartley’s business aggregated | 


about $20,000 per annum. He now sells 
$65,000 worth of goods He 
also buys wool in the season, and this 
branch of the business is not a small one. 
Last year hehandled about $150,000 worth 
of wool. 

Joseph M. Hartley married Mary M. 
Carney, a daughter of Job Carney, and to 
this union have been born five children, 
four sons and one daughter: Carney, who 


annually. 


sity, in the class of 1894; Edwin F., a 
graduate of Cornell University, in the law 
department, in 1894, and now a practicing 
lawyer at Fairmont; M. Grace; Frank M., 
a student at the Fairmont Normal School; 
Harry J., assisting his father in the mer- 
cantile business; and Jay, who died in 
infancy. 

Mr. Hartley ‘is a member of the Presby- 
terian church and Marion Lodge, No. 9, Free 
and Accepted Masons. He is a director and 
the president of the First National Bank 
of Fairmont. He has a nice and tasteful 
home on Quincy street, over which Mrs. 
Hartley presides most admirably, rendering 
her family happy and making her guests 
comfortable. 

Mr. Hartley is president of the West Vir- 
ginia Grocery and Candy company, and the 
Fairmont Electric Light and Power company ; 
vice-president of the Fairmont Development 
company, and a director of the Fairmont Ma- 
chine Works company and the Barnesville 
Manufacturing company. Hehelped organize 
several of the companies in which he is inter- 
ested. 

Joseph M. Hartley commenced the battle of 
life with three great elements of success— 
ability, enterprise and industry, and operating 
with limited means, he cultivated attention, 


application, accuracy, method, promptness and 


_ dispatch, the essential qualifications for the 


efficient management of any business. 


As he 
increased his means and widened the field of 


_ his operations, his careful course of self-train- 


ing served him well, and with his clear dis- 
he 
avoided the rocks upon which so many _busi- 


cernment and strong common sense, 


ness men of large means have been irretriev- 


was graduated from the department of | ably wrecked. He leaves nothing to chance, 
| ,, g i 
mechanical engineering at Cornell Univer- | but provides for every contingency, gives per- 
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sonal attention to every detail, and makes his | 
magnificent business qualities felt in every 
enterprise in which he is engaged. Business | 


tries character more severely than any other | 
human pursuit, yet Joseph M. Hartley as a 
merchant is an example of an upright and | 
highly principled man, distinguished for jus- 
tice, truth and honesty. Eminent in business, 
active in the church, and useful as a citizen, 
his career is commendable for integrity, and 
one worthy of imitation. 
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object or movement calculated for the benefit 
of his fellow-citizens, or the advancement of 
his town or county. 

On October 26, 1878, Dr. Reger was united 
in marriage with Maggie E. Barnes, and their 
union has been blessed with one child, a son, 
named Albert, who was born January 12, 
1880. : 

Poltically, Dr. Reger is a democrat, and 
although no politician, yet gives his party an 
earnest support upon all proper occasions. 
He is a Mason of high degree, being a mem- 


| ber of Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free and Ac- 


LFRED G. REGER, M.D., a graduate 

of the famous Jefferson Medical college, 

and a successful physician of Fairmont and 
Marion county, is a son of Captain Albert G. 
and Mary (Seay) Reger, and was born in Bar- 
bour county, West Virginia (then Virginia), 
April 26, 1853. 
State, received his education in the common | 
schools and the Fairmont State Normal school, | 


He was reared in his native | 


and then made choice of medicine as a life | 
vocation. He read medicine with Dr. J. W. | 
Bosworth, of Philippi, Barbour county, and 
entered the Jefferson Medical College of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, from which he was | 
graduated in the class of March, 1877. 


mediately after graduation he established him- — 


Im- 


self at Philippi, where he practiced up to 1880, 
in which year he came to Fairmont, where he 
has remained ever since, except the year 1893, | 
when he served as assistant superintendent of | 
the Second Hospital for the Insane of West | 
Virginia, at Spencer, in Roane county. Dr.Re-— 
ger has built upan extensive practice, ranks high | 
as a physician, and, while not a specialist, has 
been remarkably successful in the treatment of | 
some particular diseases. His practice takes 
up his time largely, yet he is ever ready to 

lend his assistance or give attention to any | 


_ west, where he remained for some years. 


_ died at Buckhannon. 


cepted Masons; Orient Chapter, No. 6, Royal 
Arch Masons; and Crusade’ Commandery, 
No. 9, Knights Templar. 

Dr. Reger’s paternal great-grandfather, Ab- 


raham Reger, Sr., was a native of Germany, 


and came to that part of Randolph which is 
now Upshur county, where he followed farm- 
ing until his death. His son, Major Abraham 
Reger, was born in Upshur county, and went 
He 
then returned to his native county, and was 
engaged for years in farming, at what is known 
as Lost Creek. He served in the War of 1812, 
was a prominent man-in his community, and 
His son, Captain Alfred 
G. Reger, the father of the subject of this 


_ sketch, was born in Barbour county in 1818, 


in the district 
schools and the Pruntytown academy of Tay- 


and received his education 


lor county. Leaving the academy, he read 
law with Judge Lewis, was admitted to the 
bar, and practiced at Philippi until the com- 
mencement of the late Civil War, when he 


_ entered the Confederate service as a captain 


in the Second Virginia infantry. He served 
until 1864, and after the close of the war re- 
sumed the practice of his profession at Phil- 
ippi, which was his residence up to the time 
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of his death, in October, 1892. He was a 
prominent and active democrat. 

Captain Reger married Mary Seay, daughter 
of Elisha Seay, and to their union were born 
twelve children, of whom six grew to maturity: 


wife of D. W. Gaul, proprietor of the 





, 


Philippi Plain Dealer, and an officer in the | 


treasury department at Washington City; 
Shelton L., an attorney-at-law at Philippi; 


John T., engaged on the Plain Dealer; Al- | 
berta, who married William E. Telts, of Tucker | 
and the wife of | 
Charles E. Steel, of Lost Creek, in Lewis | 


county ;*' Dri’ Alfred’ G:;; 


county. 


ROF. JAMES M. SATTERFIELD, ex- 





the same company as his brother, and now 
also a farmer near Rivesville ; Professor James 
M.; Jonathan M., who died in 1892; and 
Melissa, who married F. H. Devault, a far- 
mer of Smithtown, Monongalia county, and 
is now dead. 

Professor James M. Satterfield attended the 
district and public schools and then completed 
his education at the Fairmont State Normal 
school, which he was enabled to attend for sev- 
eral summer sessions, by teaching during the 
preceding winters. He commenced teaching 
in 1870, and has followed that profession ever 
since in Marion county, except from 1887 to 
1891, when serving as county superintendent. 
He taught the colored school at Fairmont for 


| ten years, was in charge of some of the best 


_ rural schools in the county, and in 1891 was 


principal of the Palatine public schools — 
and held that position until 1894, having a 


and county superintendent of Marion county, 
is a son of Minard and Eliza (Haymond) Sat- 
terfield, and was born in Paw Paw district, 


Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia), | 


April 15, 1849. 
German descent. 
county, 1819, and made farming the 
chief business of his life. He 
old-line whig, and when armed 
came in 1861, he became one of the most 
stanch Union men in the State. After the war 


He was born in 
in 
was an 
rebellion 


Minard Satterfield was of | 
Marion | 


he was elected by the republicans as a magis- | 


trate of Paw Paw district, for four years, and 
near the close of his term was re elected for a 
second term, which he served. 
field married Eliza A. Haymond, a daughter 
of Haymond. To Mr. and Mrs. Satter- 
field were born six children, five sons anda 





elected principal of the Palatine public schools 


corps of four assistant teachers, and con- 
ducted during the last summer a large nor- 
mal school. 

On April 15, 1875, Professor Satterfield was 
united in marriage with Lizzie Layman, a 
daughter of Joshua Layman. Professor and 
Mrs. Satterfield have four children, three sons 
and a daughter: Glen D., Fred B., Elsie and 
Russell. 

In politics, Professor James M. Satterfield 
is a republican, and in January, 1894, was 


elected mayor of West Fairmont. He is a 


member of Mountain City Lodge, No. 48, 


Mr. Satter-— 


Knights of Pythias. In 1886 he was elected 
county superintendent of free schools, over an 


_ able opponent by three hundred and forty- 


daughter: Sidney W., who served as orderly 


sergeant in company “‘A,” Sixth West Virginia 
infantry, and now a farmer near Rivesville ; 


Columbus F., who served as a drummer in | 


three majority. In 1888 he was re-elected 
without any opposition, and in 1894 he was 
nominated again by the republican party and 
carried the county by a safe majority, and 


entered on his third term as county super- 
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intendent on January 1, 1895. Under his two 


| 


preceding administrations as the chief school © 


officer of the county, he looked carefully after 
the discipline and progress of the schools and 
took all steps proper in his judgment to make 
His 
past experience and his entire devotion to the 


universal education general and popular. 


profession of teaching are especial qualifica- 
tions to make his next administration one of 


practical utility and professional success. Pro- 


fessor Satterfield is a successful teacher, a re- | 


spected citizen, and an efficient public official. | 


His school work is stamped by system, dis- 
cipline and efficiency. 


—$ ——_— 


AMES OTIS WATSON, who has been 
and is more largely identified with the 
industrial and business interests of this section 
than perhaps any other citizen of the commu- 
nity, is a native of Marion county, having been 
. born near what is now the town of Fairmont 
_ in 1815. Mr. Watson was well educated, and 
was the first Circuit Court clerk of the county, 


| was the first colliery in this section to be 


equipped with first-class mine appliances and 
to become a success in the mining and ship- 
ping of coal and the manufacture of coke, and 
to Mr. Watson’s persistent energy and intel- 
ligent effort is due the present advanced 
development of the coal and coking industry. 
More, prompted by his sense of justice and 
fair dealing, he’ set a standard of reciprocal 
confidence and mutual interest in his relations 
with his employees that has been followed by 
other operators of this section, and has resulted 
in giving to this valley a class of mine labor 
distinguished for its characteristics of thrifty 
manliness, steady industry and general intel- 


_ ligence, and which has stood as a bulwark 


against needless strikes and all forms of labor 
disturbances. 

Mr. Watson has not only been active in the 
mining interests, but he has found time to 


devote himself to the upbuilding of many 


being elected immediately after its organiza- | 


tion, in 1842. 


At about the same time he | 


was engaged in the mercantile business at | 


Fairmont, and afterward diligently applied 
himself to agricultural and commercial pur- 
suits. On the completion of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, in 1852, Mr. Watson be- 
came impressed with the value and importance 
of the coal resources of this section, and opened 
and operated several mines in the neighbor- 


hood, being among the pioneer operators of | 


this section. 


of years, and pushed it finally to successful 
development against almost insurmountable 
obstacles. The Gaston mines, of which he is 
the principal stockholder and leading spirit, 


He gave to this industry his | 
best thought and energy for a great number | 


other industries. He was largely interested 
in building the suspension bridge across the 
Monongahela at this point. He also manu- 
factured the first fire-brick made in this sec- 
tion,at Nuzum’s mills, and many other success- 
ful enterprises owe their origin to his business 
energy and sagacity. He is still in active 
business, is a large land-owner in this and 
surrounding counties, and wields a potent in- 
fluence in alllocal industrial and commercial 
affairs. 

The children of Mr. Watson are as follows: 
William H., of Grant district, this county ; 
Carrie M., the wife of ex-Governor Aretas 
Brooks Fleming, of Fairmont; Ida M.; Syl- 
vanus L., general superintendent of the Gaston 
Gas Coal company, and a resident of near 
Fremont; James E., who is general manager 
of the Montana Coal and Coke company, 


West Fairmont Coal and Coke company, and 
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president of the Bank of Fairmont; George T., | his customers, and has built upa good patron- 


deceased; Lucy L.; Mary R., widow of Rev. 


manager of the Brier Hill Coal and Coke 
company of Harrison county. 


HOMAS B. CARPENTER, aman of good | 


business qualifications, and extensive 
commercial experience, the proprietor of one 


| age that extends beyond his own town and its 


Conrad A. Sipe ;. Frank E., and Clarence W., | 





of the largest furniture establishments of Fair- | 


mont, and in Marion county, was born No- 
vember 


son of James and Jane (Brock) Carpen- 
ter. He grew to manhood in his native 
state, where he received his education in the 


old subscription schools that preceded the | 


present free school system of West Virginia. 
Leaving school, he found sufficient attractions 
in business life to embark in general merchan- 
dizing, and he opened a store at Central sta- 
tion in Doddridge county. He remained in the 
general mercantile business there from 1863 
until 1872, when he came to Fairmont, and 
formed a co-partnership with B. F. Swisher, 
under the firm name of Swisher and Carpen- 
ter. They engaged in the general dry goods 
business, which they continued until 1887, 
when the firm was dissolved. In the mean- 
time Mr. Carpenter had purchased a grocery 
store, which he run from January 1, 1885, un- 
til the succeeding year. Retiring from the 
dry-goods business, he was not actively en- 
gaged in commercial pursuits until 1894, when 
in June of that year he opened his pres- 


ent furniture establishment in Fairmont. 


He handles desirable and salable lines of | some years later. 


goods, gives close attention to the wants of 


immediate vicinity. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and Marion 


| Lodge, No. 11, independent Order of Odd 


Fellows, of Fairmont. He served for some 


time as a member of a state militia com- 
pany. 

Thomas B. Carpenter is a democrat in poli- 
tics, and, while in Doddridge county, served 
two years as supervisor of his township. 
After coming to Fairmont he was elected 


in 1884 as county clerk, and served a 


| full term of six years as such, from January 


16, 1843, in Monongalia county, | 
Virginia (now West Virginia), and is a 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1, 1885 until January 1, 1891. He has 
always rendered active support to his party, 
never failed in the discharge of any duty, 
and has always served efficiently as a public 
official. 

Mr. Carpenter married Caroline V. Tur- 
ney, a daughter of Daniel of 
Fairmont. Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter have 
three children: Una, Carney C., and Hannah 
Jane. 


Turney, 


The Carpenter family is of English origin, 
the great-grandfather of Thomas B. Carpenter 
coming from that country to Long Island, 
which he left some years later to settle in 


| Greene county, Pennsylvania, where his son, 
| James Carpenter, Sr., was born and passed 


his life as a farmer. James Carpenter, Sr., 
married and his son, James Carpenter (father) 
was born in 1818. James Carpenter grew to 
manhood, and removed about 1840 to the 
village of Blacksville, Monongalia county, 
He then left 


that place and made a temporary settlement 


where he remained some years. 


| in Doddridge county, but finally became a 


resident of Ritchie county, in which he died 
He married Jane Brock, 
and to James and Jane (Brock) Carpenter were 
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born a family of six children, five sons and 
one daughter. 
The Carpenter family has always been favor- 


ably known for the industry, prudence, and | 


prosperity of its members, now largely settled 
in Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 


—>—<>——_—_—. 
AMES F. HOUGH, a retired business 


man anda prominent citizen of Fairmont, 
West Virginia, who has been identified with 


Methodist Episcopal church, which he is 
now serving as trustee. 
the oldest members of Marion Lodge of 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is 
He has 
taken a prominent and active part in the 


He ranks among 


also a member of the Encampment. 


lodge work, and has passed the chairs in 
both the subordinate lodge and the encamp- 


| ment. 


the business interests of that town for over a | 


half century, is a son of Thomas and Sarah 

(Bartlett) Hough, and was born in Harrison 

county, West Virginia, February 22, 1824. 
His father was a native of Loudoun county, 


rison county, this state, where he resided 
for a time, when he removed to Rushville, 
Schuyler county, Illinois, his home at the 
time of his demise. 


He died in 1835 at Louis- | eleven years; and John H., an energetic and 


Mr. Hough has been thrice married. His 
first marriage was with Catharine, a daughter 
of John Hunsacker, which resulted in the 


| birth of five children: William E., engaged 


_ inthe tinning business at Fairmont, married 


Maggie Greenwood; Alice, deceased, was the 


_ wife of L. V. Carr, the present popular and 
Virginia, born in 1785, but migrated to Har- 


_ efficient postmaster of Fairmont; Mary J., 


the wife of Dr. A. O. Pitcher, a successful 


| practicing physician and surgeon of Mount 
| Pleasant, Iowa; Sallie B., died at the age of 


ville, Kentucky, while on his way to Harrison — 


county to visit friends and relatives. He was 
a carpenter and cabinet-maker; and at the 
time of his death was employed in the latter 


vocation. 


He was an old-line whig; and April 8, 1866, and Mr. Hough took for his 


married Sarah Bartlett, by whom he had eight | 


children, four sons and four daughters. 

James F. Hough obtained his education in 
the schools of Clarksburg, Harrison county, 
and after leaving school, in February, 1837, he 
apprenticed himself to learn the tinner’s trade. 


In 1842 he located at Middleport, now Fair- | 


mont, and engaged in the tinning business. 
He soon established a good business, and sub- 
sequently added a full line of hardware, con- 
tinuing until 1889, when he retired from the 


exactions of a long and successful business | 


career, and his son, John H. Hough, suc- 
ceeded to the business. Mr. Hough is a 
democrat in politics, and a member of the 





successful tin and hardware merchant of 
Fairmont, married Georgia T. Crane, a daugh- 
ter of John B. Crane, whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this volume. Mrs. Hough died 
second wife Charlotte M. Turnley. His last 
marriage, with Virginia Forsythe, of Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia, was celebrated January 6, 
1891. 


ILEY SHACKELFORD, an ex-teacher, 
merchant, and postmaster at Thoburn, 
Marion county, is a son of James C. and 
Harriett (Hibbs) Shackelford, and was born 
near Fairmont, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, November 26, 1857. His grandfather, 
Ambrose Shackelford, was a native of Cul- 
peper county, Virginia, but whena boy, twelve 
years of age, he with his parents settled at 
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what isnow Barrackville, Marion county, where 
he now resides, and although in his ninetieth 
year, he is comparatively active and well pre- 
served. 
county, then Monongalia county, Virginia, 
he was engaged in teaming; but his business 


In the early pioneer stages of the 


has been essentially farming. His marriage 
with Mary Hamilton has been productive in 


the birth of nine children, three sons and six 
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| was conducted under the style of Shackelford 


daughters. 
James C. Shackelford, father, was born 
near Fairmont, and died in 1883, near 


Marion county. He was also a farmer, and | 
married Harriett, a daughter of Samuel Hibbs, | 
of Marion county, by whom he had a family | 


of three children, two sons and one daughter: 
Riley, Charles H., and Anna. 


Riley Shackelford received his mental train- _ 
ing in the public schools and in the Fairmont | 


State Normal, attending the latter four years. 
Leaving school well equipped to enter the 
profession of teaching, he taught fourteen con- 
secutive terms in the public schools of Marion 
county, three of which—the sessions of ’83, 


’84, and ’85 —as principal of the graded schools | 


of Farmington. 
The work of teaching was entirely congenial 
‘to Mr. Shackelford, and he possessed that 
native aptitude which is so essential to suc- 
cess; but he finally decided to relinguish that 
profession and engage in more lucrative busi- 
ness—merchandizing. He accordingly in the 





spring of 1892 formed a partnership with J. | 


W. Swisher, and opened a general mercantile | 


business under the firm name of Swisher and | 


Shackelford at Thoburn, just outside the cor- 
porate limits of Monongah. They continued, 
however, but a short time, when the interest 


of Mr. Swisher was purchased by A. C. Whart- | 


man. The two succeeding years the business 





and Whartman. At the expiration of this 
time Mr. Shackelford became the sole pro- 
prietor, and has since operated the business 
alone. He keeps a good stock of goods, and 
has a thriving and growing trade. He is now 
postmaster at Thoburn, a member of Black 
Diamond Lodge, No. 72, Knights of Pythias, 
and Coal and City Lodge, No. 17, Ancient 
Order United Workmen. January 20, 1883, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shackelford were united in marriage, 


and to this union have been born two children, 


Farmington, having resided his entire life in | Anna B. and Leo R. 
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OHN Q. LEVELL, a coal operator of Pal- 
atine, Marion county, anda veteran of 
the Civil War, is a son of Edward and Annie 
(Freeman) Levell, and was born near Morris 
Cross Roads, in Springhill township, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, on August 22, 1835. 
The ancestors of Mr. Levell were of French 
nativity. His grandfather on the paternal 
side of the family was one of a colony that 
was emigrating from Virginia to Ohio, but on 
the way was taken sick and was compelled to 
give up the trip, and finally drifted into south- 
ern Fayette county, and located near Spring- 
hill Furnace, waere he died. 

Edward Levell, father, was born near Win- 
chester, Virginia, in 1804, but was reared 
chiefly in Fayette county, where he followed 
agriculture asa means of securing a liveli- 
hood. In 1853 he came to Marion county, 
and located in Palatine, where he was after- 
ward engaged in mining, and where he died 
in 1883. 

His wife’s maiden name was Anna Free- 
man, born near Culpeper Court-house, in 
1800, and died in Palatine, this county, on 
July 2, 1881. To their union were born the 
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following children: Benjamin, who ~ died 
young; Robert, who volunteered his services 
in the Civil War, but on account of physical 
disability was rejected; Jerre, a resident of 
Palatine, enlisted in the Federal service in 
1861, in the Sixth regiment, company “C,” 
West Virginia infantry, but was discharged on 
account of disability; Elizabeth, the wife of 
E. C. Jenkins, a farmer, of Marion county ; 


| 


where he served about one year, when he, 


' with most of his company, volunteered and 


John Q.; Edward, who lives at Elk Garden, © 
Maryland, served three years in the Civil | 


War, a part of the time in the Sixth West 
Virginia infantry, and in 1862 was transferred 
to the Sixth West Virginia battery ; Morgan, 


of Palatine, served in the Seventy-third Illi- | 
| dained as a minister in the Methodist Episco- 


nois, in the army of the Tennessee, under 
General W. T. Sherman; William, a farmer, 
of Fairmont district, served in the same regi- 
ment and company as his brother Edward; 
Benjamin, died at the age of fourteen years ; 
and Sarah, the wife of Wm. R. Swearingen, a 
farmer and lumberman of ‘Palatine. 

John Q. Levell was reared in Fayette 


county, and the limited education he received | 
was obtained in the common schools of that | 


county. For a number of years he was 
engaged in teaming, and asa laborer in coal 





mining. After two years’ experience in Pala- | 


tine as a sewing-macnine agent he took up 
the livery and teaming business, which he 
pursued for a term of ten years. In he 
began the mining of coal in the vicinity of 
Fairmont, supplying that town and Palatine 





with custom coal, and giving employment to 
from sixteen to twenty hands. He also does 
considerable along the line of quarrying 


building stone, and in the handling of coal | 


and oil leases and lands throughout the West 
Virginia fields. He enlisted in the Federal 
service of the Civil War in November, 1861, 
in the Sixth regiment West Virginia infantry, 


entered battery ‘“F,” Sixth West Virginia infan- 
try, in which he served until he was mustered 
out of the service in January, 1865. At Mar- 
tinsburg he was taken prisoner, and held two 
months in the prisons of Castle Thunder and 
Belle Isle, and was slightly disabled at Win- 
chester by the fall of a horse. 

The wife of Mr. Levell, Iva (Hindman) 
Levell, is a daughter of Rev. Wilson L. Hind- 
man and Mary Ann (Jennings) Hindman. 
Rev. Hindman was born in Wirt county, Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), in 1826, and died 
in Moundsville, March 17, 1877. He was or- 
pal church, on October 18, 1849, and preached 
in the West Virginia conference until his death. 
On January 7, 1868, Mr. Levell and Iva Hind- 
man were united in marriage. To this union 
were born the following children : Alice Pris- 
cilla, born August 9, 1869, is the wife of 
Charles B. Knight, of Palatine; Clyde W., 
born January 23, 1874, and Mary Louisa, 
born August 4, 1878. 
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HE JOHNS BROTHERS.—As a result 
of the recent unusual industrial devel- 
opment of Marion county, many skilled work- 
men from adjoining states have located in the 
county. To the above class of men belong 
the gentlemen composing the glass manufac- 
turing firm of the Johns Brothers, who are 
manufacturers of beer-bottles, mineral-bottles, 
fruit-jars, and oil-cans, at Fairmont. 

The family is of Welsh stock, the father of 
the gentlemen to whom this sketch refers, 
David Johns, was born in the historic princi- 
pality of Wales, April 7, 1830, and emigrated 
to Pittsburg, in 1862, where he died, April 7, 
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1877. The Welsh have always been noted 


for their skill in iron-working and other me- | 
chanical pursuits of a kindred nature; and it | 


stands as a matter of historical record that 
they were among the pioneers in the develop- 
ment of that wonderful industry on the western 
slope of the Allegheny mountains, when nearly 
a hundred years ago they built charcoal fur- 


naces and manufactured iron, and all along | 


the development of the great industry, from 


have played a conspicuous part. 


1889 he took a night course in the Finley 
business college, of Finley, Ohio; Mary; Lil- 
lian, a teacher for the last nine years in the 
public schools of the Twenty-fifth ward, Pitts- 
burg, an evidence of her eminent success and 
popularity as an educator; Sallie, a teacher of 
six years’ experience in the Twenty-third ward 
ofthe same city; Benjamin, born October 17, 
1864, in Pittsburg, received his education in 


| the common schoolsof that city, and has been 
its inception to the present time, the Welsh | 


David Johns | 


was one who contributed his share to this de- | 


velopment, and was an iron-worker of genius 
in his day. 


‘borders of Wales. 
of French and English blood. To their union 
were born the following children: John, born 
June 13, 1853, at Morristown, near Swansea, 
Wales, where he received his education, and 
learned the trade, in this country, of a glass- 


John Davis was a mixture | 


He married Hannah Davis, a | 
daughter of John Davis, of Cornwall, on the | 





blower, and has followed that vocation for a | 


livelihood essentially all his life; Janet, the 
wife of Charles Reisfar, of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr. Reisfar has, for the last sixteen 
years, been secretary of the Central Board of 
Education of that city,andis a man who takes 
a deep interest in all educational work; Mar- 
garet, the wife of John Battle, who is assistant 
supervisor of sewers of Pittsburg, a respon- 
sible and trustworthy position; Robert, who 
was born March 10, 1860, in Aber Avon, 
Wales, came to the United States with his 


mother, in 1863, and was educated in the com- | 


mon schools. At the age of nine years he went 
to work in a nut-mill in the “Smoky city,” and 
was engaged in that capacity two years, when 
he went to work in the great glass industries 
of the city, and has been identified with the in- 
dustry ever since. 


In the winter of 1888 and | 


identified all his life with the glass industry; 
he is one of the firm of Johns Brothers; Wil- 
liam, born June 23, 1870, in Pittsburg, like- 
wise received his mental training in that city, 
and has cast his lot with those who have fol- 
lowed the glass industry, and is a factor of the 
firm of Johns Brothers; David, born April 7, 
1872, in Pittsburg, and is now preparing him- 
self for the profession of medicine, in the office 
of Dr. O’Brien, of Hazlewood, Pittsburg. 

In October, 1892, John and Robert Johns, 
in connection with’ three others, under the 
firm-title of the Fairmont Bottle and Fruit-Jar 
company, built a factory, which was operated 
one year under the management of E. J. Beebe. 
The business under this management went 
into a receiver's hands, and was purchased by 
the Fairmont Development company, which 
company sold it to the firm of Johns Brothers, 
who have since operated it. Of this firm 
Robert is secretary and treasurer, and John is 
manager. Under the new management the 
enterprise flourishes, and bids fair to become 
one of the substantial and permanent indus- 
tries of the flourishing town of Fairmont. 
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EORGE E. AMOS, a prominent carriage 
manufacturer of Marion county, and an 
enterprising citizen of Fairmont, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of Stephen and Rebecca M. 
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| 
(Engle) Amos, and was born September 15, 


1856, in Rivesville, Marion county, West Vir- , 
ginia (then Virginia). 

The family, of which George E. Amos is a 
descendant, is one of the older families of this 
part of West Virginia. The great-grandfather 
of the subject of this record, Henry Amos, 
was a native of the State of Delaware, but at 
an early day located near the head of Indian 
creek, in Monongalia county, West Virginia 
(then Virginia). 
wilderness, he established himself, and began | 


There, in the midst of a vast 


the clearing up of a farm. This was an un- | 
dertaking which, at that time, required the | 
display of no ordinary amount of courage, as 

the country was inhabited by roving bands of | 
treacherous and blood-thirsty savages; he, 
however, succeeded, and devoted the re- 
mainder of his life to the pursuits of agri- 


culture. 
George Amos, grandfather, was born on this 


rural homestead in Monongalia county, where 
he was reared, and where he married. Shortly 
after his marriage he removed to Paw Paw | 
district, in Marion county, where he was one 
of the pioneer settlers. Following in the foot- 
steps of his father, he pursued farming as a | 
means of securing a livelihood. He entered | 


the service of his country in Colonel Thomas 


Haymond’s regiment, in the War of 1812. 
His marriage with Idney Hawkins resulted in 
the birth of fourteen children, eight boys and | 
six girls. | 
Stephen H. Amos, father, was born Decem- | 
ber 30, 1825, in Paw Paw district, this county. ! 
He was educated in the subscription schools, 
held in the primitive log school-houses of the | 
day. When seventeen years of age he appren- 
ticed himself to learn the trade of a black- 
smith. Asa mechanic, he developed a more 


than ordinary skill and genius, and in connec- | 


_ wide by 
_high. The enterprise gives employment to 
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tion with his trade manufactured scales that 


were largely used throughout the region. 


_ Blacksmithing has been essentially his life- 


work, and for thirty years prior to 1888 he 
was located at Rivesville, where he took up 
carriage-building and collateral lines. 

In political matters he was a whig, but be- 
came a republican upon the birth of the 
party, and served as postmaster at Rivesville 
He is a licensed local 
preacher in the Methodist Episcopal church. 


a number of years. 


His marriage with Rebecca M. Engle re- 
sulted in the birth of the following children: 
Edna M., Theresa Virginia, Serena Frances, 
Luther, who is interested with the subject of 
this sketch in the manufacture of carriages ; 
Ida M.,at home; Stephen F.,a carriage-painter 
by trade; and three that died in infancy. 

George E. Amos was educated in the public 
schools, and learned the trade of a blacksmith 
with his father, and has always followed that 
In 1888 he built 
the factory which they now operate in Fair- 


trade and carriage-building. 


mont. It is a well-equipped factory, fifty feet 





feet deep, and three stories 


fifteen hands, and their product is much in 
demand all over the country. 

Mr. Amos was united in marriage with 
Fannie, a daughter of Madison Carter. Two 


_ children, Clay D. and G. Merle, have been 
| born to this union. 


Qe 


AMES W. HARE, a veteran of the Civil 
War and who is prominent in the indus- 
trial development of this part of West Virginia, 


_ is a son of James and Keziah (Gaskill) Hare, 


and was born September 20, 1841, in Spring- 
hill township, Fayette county, Pennsylvania. 
Samuel Hare, the grandfather of the sub- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





ject of this biographical record, was a native 
of eastern Maryland, but emigrated to near 
New Geneva, Fayette county, where he became 


one of the early settlers and where he died. | 


Upon this Fayette county homestead was 
born James Hare, father. He was aglass- 
worker by trade and died in 1849, when the 
subject of this sketch was but eight years of 
age. His marriage to the mother of James 


W. Hare, resulted in the birth of but one child. 


His father dying when he was a mere boy, it | 


was necessary for him to go to work to help 
Hence he had 
no opportunities for securing any educational 


support his widowed mother. 
training. At the age of fourteen he secured a 
position on the boats running on the Monon- 


gahela river. He kept up a river life until 


1861, making trips as far south as St. Louis, | 


Missouri, and as far west as St. Paul, Minne- 
sota. 

June 20, 1862, after the Civil War had been 
raging for over a year without success, and 
many brave and patriotic men began to have 


fears for the safety of the Union, he entered | 
the Federal service in defense of the flag, in | 
the Eighth regiment, company “D,” Penn- | 
sylvania reserves and was mustered out in 


November, 1863. Asa soldier he shirked no 


duty, but was gallant and brave and took part | 


in some of the most hotly-contested battles of 
the war. 
Antietam, and was twice captured, first time at 


the Seven Days’ battle and at Gaines’ Hill, © 


the second time at the second battle of Bull 


Run, but soon made his escape in both cases. | 
Coming out of the service, he was engaged | 
as a laborer in the coal fields of Pennsylvania — 
In 1870 he removed to | 


and West Virginia. 
Fairmont, where for one year he served in the 
capacity of jail warden and as town sergeant a 
number of years. 


He was wounded at the battle of | 


| He purchased a tract of land, which is 


_ now comprised in the lands of the Montana 
Coal and Coke company, not far from Fair- 
mont. This tract he sold to the above com- 
pany, and since then he has been mainly 
engaged in the buying and selling and leasing 
As the 
agent for J. M. Guffey, the wealthy capitalist 


of Pittsburg, he is interested in 157,000 acres 


of coal and oil lands in the State. 


of such lands in West Virginia, and also does 
considerable business on his own account in 
the line of real-estate transactions in Pittsburg 
and other places. 

James W. Hare has no education so far 
as the books go, being unable to read or 


write, but to say that he is without mental 
training would be misleading in the ex- 


treme. His mind is active and vigorous, and 


his education has been obtained in the great 


school of the practical business world. His 
perception is clear, his judgment accurate; 
faculties which, combined with great energy 
and executive ability, make him a valuable 


man in the controlling and development of 
large industrial enterprises. His perseverance 
and thorough-going spirit have brought to 
him a success that has rarely been the fortune 
_ of men of similar advantages. 

On January 9, 1863, Mr. Hare wedded 
Ellen Shroyer,a daughter of Christian Shroyer, 
of George’s township, Fayette county, Penn- 
sylvania. To this union have been born: 
Thomas, born December 3, 1864, married 
Mary Burgess, and now resides in Fairmont; 
Emma J., born March 25, 18609, is the wife of 
Charles Lilly, of Grafton; 


born August 6, 1871, is at home; Newton, 


Mary Evaline, 


born August 15, 1873, married Georgia Adams, 
| of Palatine, this county; Albert D., born 
_ March 6, 1876; and Ida Lee, born July 30, 
' 1878, and died December 25, 1880. 
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AMES KNIGHT, an active young busi- 


ness man, and who is largely interested in | 


the milling industries of Rivesville and the 


northern part of Marion county, is a son of | 
Shelby F. and Elizabeth (Prickett) Knight, | 
and was born at Rivesville, Marion county, | 


West Virginia, March 14, 1866. He received 
his education in the common schools of his 
village and district, and then learned the trade 
of mechanical engineer which he followed at 
various places up to 1891. In that year he 


and his brother, J. W. Knight, built the Rives- 


ville planing mill, which they have operated | 


ever since under the firm-name of James Knight 
and company. 


made his arrangements to engage in the flour- | 
ing-mill business and has nearly completed | 


his mill, which is a three-story frame structure, 
28 x 46 feet in dimensions, with an L of thirty 
feet square. 


sary to manufacture first-grade flour for home 
use and exportation. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church; Mountain City 
Lodge, No. 48, Knights of Pythias; and 
Palatine Lodge, No. 84, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. 

On April 11, 1888. James Knight wedded 
Olive Terrell, whose father is Robert Terrell, 
a farmer of Winfield district. Mr. and Mrs. 
Knight have two children: Dena and Earl. 

James Knight is one of that class of com- 


mendable citizens who invest their means in | 
| Winfield district. 


home enterprise, and give increased wealth 
and business totheir native towns and counties. 

The Knight family, as its name would indi- 
cate,is of English origin, and Thomas Knight, 
the great-grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, came from London, England, to this 
country, about the time of the Revolutionary 
War, and in Baltimore, Maryland, married 


In January, 1894, Mr. Knight | 


This mill will be thoroughly | 
equipped with all the late machinery neces- | 





a Miss Hannon, who was a native of Belfast, 
Ireland. He afterwards removed to Morgan- 
town, Monongalia county, and in 1800 settled, 
one mile above Rivesville, on Paw Paw creek. 
His children were: William, who went to 
Ohio; Thomas, Jr., Seth, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thorn, and Mrs. Mary Bowen. Seth Knight 
(grandfather) was born in Monongalia county, 
served in the War of 1812, and followed farm- 
ing until his death in 18—, at sixty-nine years 
of age. He was a whig in politics and mar- 
ried Mrs. Nancy (Whitlatch) Bennett, a daugh- 
ter of Thomas Whitlatch. They had twelve 
children, of whom ten grew to maturity: 
Ann Jane, Hannon, Jeremiah V., Mazie, 
Albert T. and Alfred B. (twins), Shelby F., 
Seth B., Lorenzo D.and Daniel. All of these 
are now dead except Jeremiah V., an ex- 
teacher and at present a farmer in Paw Paw 
district. Shelby F. Knight (father) was born 
in Marion county, and died March 6, 1879. 
He was a blacksmith and farmer by occupa- 
tion. He was a member and class-leader 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and in 
politics always republican 
party. His first 
wife was Rebecca Arnett, who died and left 
three children: S. A. and J. W., farmers of 
Paw Paw district; and Luther, who died in 
childhood. Mr. Knight married for his 
wife, Elizabeth Prickett, who was 
born in 1840. She 
Methodist Episcopal church and resides in 
By his second marriage 
Mr. Knight had five children: James (sub- 
ject); Anna, wife of William Bailey, a farmer; 
Etta, married Harry Johnson, of Winfield 
district; Essie; and Westley, who died in 
childhood. 


supported the 
He was twice married. 


second 
is a member of the 
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DGAR W. AMOS, a prosperous farmer | 


and reliable citizen of Paw Paw district, | 


is a son of Rev. George and Ida (Hawkins) | 


Amos, and was born in the district where he 
now resides, in Marion county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), December 27, 1831. 
ternal grandfather, Rev. Henry Amos, was a 
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county, now dead; Rezin, a farmer of Lincoln 
district; Rhoda, married N. J. Snodgrass, and 
is now deceased ; Jehu, deceased ; Stephen, a 
blacksmith at Fairmont; Elizabeth, married 


| William Bell, and is now deceased; Dorcas, 


His pa- | 


wife of George W. Smith, of Lewis county ; 


| Zenia, married C. W. Satterfield, of Bellaire, 


native of the Indian Creek settlement, where | 


he followed farming and blacksmithing, and 


died at eighty years of age. He was a local 


minister of the Methodist church, owned a. 


large farm, and was twice married. 


His chil- | 


dren were: Henry, John, George, Stephen, © 


James, Mrs. Foreman, and Mary, wife of Dr. 
Joshua Hawkins. 

Rev. George Amos 
August 26, 1794, on the head-waters of 
Indian creek, where he followed farming 


(father) was born > 


and cattle-raising, and died August 11, 1853. 
He owned a farm of two hundred and forty | 


acres of good land, served at Norfolk, Vir- 


ginia, as a soldier,for a term of three months, | 
in the War of 1812, and was a licensed | 


exhorter and local minister in the Metho- 


dist Episcopal church. He was a democrat, | 


and had a good education for that period, 
and some of his writing, preserved by the 


_ subject of this sketch, will compare favor- | 


ably with the work of the professional pen- 


man of to-day. He cleared out his farm, 
field by field, for grain, and never plowed any 


of his land after it once came into sod. In 


1818 he married Ida Hawkins, a daughter of | 
Rev. William Hawkins, an herb doctor, whose | 
memory was so remarkable that he could re- | 


peat accurately anything that he once heard | 
read. Mr. and Mrs. Amos reared a large — 


family, and their children were: Henry, a_ 
carpenter and farmer of Ritchie county, now | 


dead; Mary Ann, wife of Joshua Shuman, of | 


Menongalia county; Asel, a farmer of Ritchie 


| 


Ohio; Edgar W. (subject); George M., a farmer 
of Ritchie county ; William T., who died in 
Putnam county, Ohio; and Bennett S., who 
lived in his native district and followed shoe- 
making until his death. 

Edgar W. Amos passed his boyhood days 
on the farm, and after attending the subscrip- 
tion schools until he could write he went to 
farming, but after his marriage read and 
studied during his leisure time, until he ac- 
quired a good practical English education, | 
and a good knowledge of general topics of 
interest. Mr. Amos has always followed farm- 
ing, and is a neat and tasteful farmer, com- 
mencing with twenty acres of land, and in 
1864 purchasing his present farm of one hun- 
dred and fifty-seven acres at the forks of Paw 
Paw creek. His farm is underlaid with coal. 
He erected a pair of cattle-scales some years 
ago, and has handled considerable stock. He 
is a democrat, served one term as district 
treasurer, and has been a member and steward 
of the Southern Methodist Episcopal church 
for several years; he is also a Sunday- 
school officer and a trustee of the church 
parsonage. 

On July 27, 1852, Mr. Amos was united in 
marriage with Dorcas Clayton, a daughter of 
Ezekiel and a sister to Elsha L. Clayton. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Amos have been born five 
sons and six daughters: Elias S., a graduate 
of the Fairmont Normal school, and ex-county 
superintendent of free schools, and now en- 
gaged in teaching; Mary Frances, wife of Eli 
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T. Clayton; Albert C., a teacher, and now 
dead; Elizabeth Jane, married James H. Cort- 


| 


ney, and now deceased; Anna May, wife of | 


D. N. Musgrave; Webb, a farmer and teacher; 
Rosa Lee, wife of James H. Straight, of Fair- 


mont; Ezekiel C., a farmer and teacher of | 


Lennox, Iowa; Charles F., a graduate of Fair- 
mont Normal school, who taught for a short 
time, and is now a medical student at a St. 
Louis, Missouri, Medical College; and Jessie 
Snow. All of the sons received their educa- 
tion at the Fairmont Normal school. 


YLVANUS H. SPRINGER, one of the 
county commissioners of Marion county, 

a substantial and reliable citizen of Fair- 
mont, isa son of Dennis and Jane (Harris) 
Springer, and was born in what is now Col- 
fax, Marion county, West Virginia, May 18, 
1832. 
tion. 


upon a portion of which the flourishing and 


prosperous city of Wilmington has grown | 
up since, and which property is generally | 


The Springers are of Swedish extrac- | 
Two half brothers left their native | 
land, Sweden, prior to the Revolutionary | 
War, to seek a new home in the new world. | 
They settled in the state of Delaware, and | 
took up and patented a large tract of land, | 








conceded still to be the rightful posses- | 


sion of the Springer heirs, who are very 
numerous in every section and quarter of the 
United States. 


John Springer, grandfather, was born near | 


Wilmington, and settled on the banks of 
the Valley river, in what is now Marion 


suits until his death. He was a substan- 
tial and progressive citizen, and owned and 
operated a large farm for that day. He 


married Barsheba Merryfield, who bore him 
nine children, six daughters and three sons, 
one of whom, Job, served in the War of 
1812, our second conflict with Great Britain. 

Dennis Springer, father, was born in 1816 at 
Colfax, and died there in 1884, having resided 
there his entire life engaged in the quiet and 
peaceful pursuits of husbandry, together with 
the closely related industries of stock-raising 
and grazing. He was a democrat of the 
Jacksonian type, and a member of the Baptist 
church, of which he was a staunch and active 
supporter. His marriage with Jane Harris 
resulted in the birth of eight children, five 
sons and three daughters, that grew to 
maturity. 

S. H. Springer was reared upon a farm, and 
obtained his scholastic training in the public 
schools, but the greater part of his education 
has been obtained in the school of business 
experience. 

Leaving the farm in 1853 he engaged in 
lumbering for a period of seventeen years. 
From 1870 to 1880 he was engaged in the 
grist-milling and saw-milling business, then 
he embarked in manufacturing brick for a term 
of four years, and in 1892 he removed to Fair- 
mont, where he has since resided, engaged as 
a restaurateur. 

Politically Mr. Springer is a democrat, and 
takes an intelligent part in the politics of 
his county and state. In 1882 he was elected 
county commissioner, and has served in that 
capacity continuously up to the present time. 
The last four years of this time he served 


_ as president of the board of commissioners. 





| He is a good business man, and a careful and 
county, where he followed agricultural pur- | 


conscientious public official He is a mem- 
ber of Palatine Lodge, No. 84, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and of the Knights of 


the Golden Eagle. Mr. Springer has been 


—-- 
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twice married. His first marriage, with Louisa 
J., a daughter of Andrew Ross, of Marion 
county, was celebrated in December, 1861, and 


to them were born seven children, four sons | 


and three daughters. Mrs. Springer died in 


1882, aged thirty-two years; and he wedded, 


as his second wife, Mrs. Anna Christen, of | 


Fairmont. They were married in 1884, and 


are the parents of one child, a daughter. 


—_——————_—___——_ 


APTAIN CURTIS B. FLEMING, 
active republican, a leading merchant, 


an 


and prominent business man of Fairmont, is 
the secretary and treasurer of the West Vir- 
ginia Gold Mining and Milling company, now 
operating successfully in Colorado. He is a 
son of Allison and Martha (Louchery) Flem- 
ing, and was born at Fairmont, Marion county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), March 17, 
1857. 

Allison Fleming was a son of William 
Fleming, whose father, Nathan Fleming, was 
ason of William Fleming, who was one of 


four Fleming brothers who left Scotland on | 
account of religious persecution, and went to | 


the north of Ireland, which they left in 1741 
to settle in Kent county, Delaware. 
Nathan Fleming, with two of his brothers and 
his uncle, John Fleming, came to western 
Virginia. 

Allison Fleming married Mary Vandervort, 


In 1789 | 








and after her death wedded Martha Louchery, | 


of New Geneva, Fayette county, Pennsylva- 
nia. He reared two children by his first mar- 
riage: Mrs. Salinda B. Hall and John E., now 
deceased. By his second marriage he had 
eight children: Mrs. Emma Cochran, Thomas 
W., Mrs. Anna M. Shinn, James (deceased), 
Curtis B. (subject), Martha (deceased), A. 
Howard, Laurence S., and Frederick C. The 





Fleming ancestry and more extended account 


of Allison Fleming will be found inthe sketches 
of the Fleming family and Thomas W. Flem- 
ing, which appear elsewhere in this volume. 
Curtis B. Fleming, like the rest of his 
brothers, received his education in the Fair- 
mont schools, and then commenced life for 
himself by engaging in the mercantile busi- 
ness with his brother, Thomas W., under the 
firm-name of Thomas W. Fleming and broth- 
ers. He was associated with this firm asa 
member and traveling salesman until 18g0, 
when it went out of business. For the next 
two years he was not actively employed, but 
at the end of that time he embarked in his 
present large and profitable grocery business 
on Main street, Fairmont. He doesa large 
additional business in wholesaling groceries, 
and in handling considerable quantities of 
green groceries. 
On June 1, 1879, Mr. Fleming wedded R. 
Belle Howell, daughter of Samuel Howell, of 
Morgantown. They have one child, B. How- 
ell Fleming, who was born March 12, 1883. 
Curtis B. Fleming is a republican, and a 
member of the Methodist Protestant, church. 
He is an active republican, and has repre- 
sented his party as a delegate to various 
county, senatorial and congressional nominat- 
ing conventions, and was the delegate-at-large 
from West Virginia to the republican national 
league convention that convened at Denver, 
Colorado, June 26, 1894. He is ever useful 
in the councils of his party, and served three 
terms as a councilman of Fairmont. He is a 
member of Mountain City Lodge, No. 48, 
Knights of Pythias, and is a captain of the 
uniformed rank of the Fairmont division of 
that order. 
Mr. Fleming is largely interested in several 
important enterprises calculated to develop 
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a part of the great latent wealth of West Vir- | 


ginia. Heand his brothers, Thomas W. and 
A. Howard, in 1889, organized the Fleming 
Oil and Gas company, and drilled the second 
oil well that was put down in Marion county. 
He helped to organize, and is secretary and 
treasurer of the West Virginia Gold Mining 
and Milling company, that is now operating 


resulted from bronchial affection, superin- 


_ duced by a severe cold contracted while on 


his way to St. Clairville, the county-seat, to 


attend a meeting of the board of commis- 


on Cripple Creek, Colorado, with very flatter- | 


ing prospects of success. 


———_ 


medical practitioner of Marion county, 


sioners. 

A short time prior to removing to Ohio he 
married Catharine Boner, who became the 
mother of eleven children, four sons and seven 
daughters. 

One of these sons, Samuel C., the father of 
Dr. McIntire, was born on the old homestead 


| in Belmont county, Ohio, August 26, 1820, 
R. GEORGE L. McINTIRE, a successful | 


located at Grangeville, in Mannington district, | 
is a son of Samuel C. and Charlotte (Hurley) — 


McIntire, and was born in Belmont county, 
Ohio, October 17, 1846. 

His paternal grandfather was David Mc- 
Intire, who was born in the Old Fort, now 


' he connected himself with the 


| offices in the church organization. 


known as Elm Grove, situated in the forks of | 


Wheeling creek, West Virginia. 
orphan at an early age, he was reared by 
his uncle, David Shepherd. In 1800 he 
settled on Captina creek, in Belmont county, 


Ohio, where he passed the remainder of his | 


life, dying in 1852, at the advanced age of 
eighty years. 


State,” he took up and patented three large 
tracts of land. During the Revolutionary 
war, when the Indian allies of the British 


Left an. 


He was a farmer by occupa- | 


tion, and upon removing to the “Buckeye  try’s darkest days, he enlisted in company “ A,” 


were making incursions into western Virginia, | 


he was frequently engaged in skirmishes with 
them and was one of the defenders of Fort 
Henry when it was besieged by them. He 
was also a soldier in the War of 1812, serving 
in the army of the north. He was one of the 


He resided there until 1860, when he removed 
to Marshall county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), where he has since resided, engaged in 
the tranquil pursuits of husbandry. In 1845 
Methodist 
Episcopal church, in which he has been a 
faithful and earnest worker, filling most of the 
He isa 
republican in politics, and for a number of 
years he served as deputy sheriff of Belmont. 
In 1845 he married Charlotte Hurley, who 
bore him eight children, five sons and three 
daughters. 

Dr. McIntire obtained his education in the 
Normal school of Belmont county. Leaving 
school in the spring of 1863, during our coun- 


Seventh West Virginia volunteer infantry, and 
served until after the surrender of Lee at Ap- 
pomattox, which marked the downfall of the 
Southern Confederacy. His company be- 
longed to the Army of the Potomac, and took 


| part in all the engagements from Chancellors- 


county commissioners of Belmont county, | 


during its early history, and was filling that 
office at the time of his demise. His death 
2—16 


After the close of the 
war he returned home and resumed his studies, 
and taught school for a period of ten years. 
In 1876 he entered upon the study of medi- 
cine under the preceptorship of Dr. W. S. 
Howard, of Marshall county, this State, and in 


ville to Appomattox. 
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1881 
of the state board of medical 
having practiced the three preceding years 
at Wileyville, Wetzel county. After pass- 
ing the examination he located for a short 


successfully passed the examination 
examiners, 


time at Jimtown, Harrison county, and in 
1882 came to Grangeville, where he has 
since been in active and successful practice. 
In order to more fully equip himself for his 
professional duties, he took a course in the 
Baltimore Medical college, from which he 
was graduated in the class of 1888. 


He is a careful and conscientious practi- | 


tioner, and is a member of the West Virginia 
State Medical society. Politically he is a re- 
publican, and takes an interest in the affairs of 
his party, and was a member of the board of 
United States pension examiners under the 
regime of the Harrison administration. He 


| 
| 





| at several towns 
until 1886, in which year he came to West 


on the North American continent. He was 
born in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
May 19, 1852, and is a son of Dennis and 
Julia (Sullivan) Talbott. John Talbott was 
born in 1820 in Ireland, which he left in 1851 
to become a resident of the United States. 
He resided successively in Philadelphia and 
in western Pennsylvania 
Fairmont. He has followed railroad contract- 
ing as a business since coming to America. 
Robert Talbott was reared in Philadelphia 
and in his native state, and received his edu- 


cation in city, private and public schools. 


is a member of the Baptist church, Manning- | 


ton Lodge, No. 31, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and Marion Lodge, Knights of 
Honor. 

Dr. McIntire and Miss Emma J,, a daugh- 
ter of Benjamin Smith, of Marshall county, 
this state, were married April 11, 1876, and 
to them have been born six children: Susan 


L., became the wife of James Shaw, a farmer, | 
_ of the new world gave credentials of ability 


of Mannington district; Ethel, married Joseph 
Adams, a farmer, of Wetzel county; Silas C., 


a farmer, of Mannington district, married a | 


Miss Copenhaver; Benjamin F., who is read- 
ing medicine under the tutelage of his father, 


resides at home; and Arizona and Henry H., | 


also at home. 
—————_© 


ARs cas TALBOTT, of Fairmont, a self- 





made man in the truest sense of the 


word, is one of the foremost railroad contrac- | 
| included heavy fills, deep cuts, a long tunnel, 


tors of his day, having received the commen- 
dation of the two greatest railway companies 








Early in life he took up his father’s line of 
business, railroad contracting, which he soon 
developed into a general contracting on all 
kinds of stone, brick and track-laying work 
on railroads and public works. He then 
formed a partnership with James Bennett, of 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, a railroad contrac- 
tor of experience, ability and success. Their 
first contract of any magnitude was the con- 
struction of the Redstone branch of the Penn- 
sylvania railroad, from Brownsville to Union- 
town in Fayette county, Pa. The success- 
ful completion of this contract and its accept- 
ance by one of the leading railway companies 


and skill to the firm of Bennett and Talbott, 
who then entered upon their present suc- 
cessful career in general contracting in Penn- 
sylvania and West Virginia. They have built 
about three thousand coke ovens in the great 
Connellsville and West Virginia coke regions. 
They constructed over twenty-five miles of 


| the state line, or Fairmont, Morgantown and 


Pittsburg branch of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railway, which important section of the road 


' and some of the most difficult of railroad con- 
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OF MARION COUNTY. 


struction work. At the present time the firm 
is engaged in the construction of the Porter 


company, water works for the McClure Coke 
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active years. Mr. Talbott hasa strong will, 


_ a true sense of independence, a love of liberty, 


Hill water-works for the H. C. Frick Coke | 


_ takes. 


company, of Pennsylvania, where they are 
also increasing the capacity of the Mount | 


Pleasant water-works. 
immense amount of contract work which 
they have done for railways and coke com- 
panies they have been often employed by 


private parties and town and borough authori- | 


ties in the construction of water-works and 
the making of public improvements requiring 
skilled and experienced contractors. At the 


present time Grafton has them employed in | 


supervising the remodeling and reconstruction 
of her water-works. From year to year they 
have grown in public confidence, and have 
widened out the field of their operations, and 
at the present time have branched out into the 
oil and real-estate business, wherein their ven- 
To-day 
probably no contracting firm in Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia, is more widely or favorably 
known than that of Bennett and Talbott, whose 
work is its own recommendation for honest, 
skillful and substantial construction. 

On October 5, 1886, Robert Talbott mar- 
ried Carrie M. Hood, and their union has been 


tures promise remunerative returns. 


blessed with one child, a son, named James | 


Paul. 
Robert Talbott came to Fairmont in 18—, 


and has resided there ever since. He is a 





— in politics, but no politician, and gives 
his time chiefly to his business affairs. He is 
energetic, enterprising and careful, and has 
carved out for himself a splendid and enviable 
business career. Flung upon his own re- 
sources in early life he has wrought success- 
fully and won prominence, position and a 


competency, while yet in the very prime of 


In addition to the | 





and a desire to excel in whatever he under- 
He has had 


perience in business; understands human 


large and varied ex- 


nature, possesses an active sense of justice, 
is shrewd, wide-awake and thoroughly practi- 
cal, and has a record for being capable, reliable 
and honorable. 








ONATHAN A. HESS, a member and the 
efficient of the 
planing-mill company, is a son of I. and 
Susanna (Coogle) Hess, and was born at 


manager Rivesville 


Rivesville, Marion county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), September 24, 1857. His 
paternal grandfather, Scott Hess, was born 
and reared in Monongalia county, near Mor- 
gantown, and in early life came to Rivesville, 
where he followed carpentering and house- 
contracting. He wasa Methodist and a re- 
publican, and served in the War of 1812. He 
married Asenath Hall, daughter of John Hall, 
an extensive farmer of Marion county, and 
their children were: I.; James A., deceased ; 
John S., a silversmith of Mannington; and 
Mary V., wife of Calvin H. Morris, a merchant 
of Grafton. The father of Jonathan Hess was 
born December 20, 1833, and died October 
15, 1875. 


Rivesville for over a quarter of a century. He 


He was a prominent merchant of 


was a Methodist and a republican, and in 
1856 wedded Susanna Coogle, a daughter of 
Jonathan Coogle, a farmer of Marion county. 
To their union were born two sons and four 
daughters: Jonathan A. (subject); Virginia 
Belle, wife of Emery Snyder, of Buffalo 
creek; Sarah Ellen, 
McElroy, of Uffington, Monongalia county; 
Olive, wife of Grant Bennett, of Fairmont; 


who married Nelson 
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Schuyler G., a machinist of Fresno city, Cali- 
fornia; and Retta, now deceased. 
Jonathan A. Hess was reared at Rivesville, 


received his education in the early common | 


schools of West Virginia, and then engaged 
in the general mercantile business at Hoods- 
ville, which he soon quit to take charge of his 
father’s affairs at Rivesville. Ina short time 
afterwards he went to Monongalia county, 
where he was engaged in farming for eight 


years. At the end of that time he entered 


the state of Pennsylvania, but removed to the 
present town of Fairmont,then known as Mid- 
dletown, when it was a very small village con- 
sisting of not more than a dozen dwellings, 
and built the first frame house of the village. 
He continued to make that village his home 
until 1838, when he purchased a farm about 


| two miles west of Fairmont, where he died at 


the employ of E. H. Hoult, and had charge | 
of the latter’s saw and planing-mill at Hoults- | 


town for seven years. 


Leaving Mr. Hoult’s | 


employ, he returned to Rivesville in January, | 
1894, and purchased an interest in the Rives- _ 


ville planing-mill company, which had been 


organized with a capital stock of eight thous- | 


and dollars. 
intendent of the company, and under his 
careful, experienced and efficient management 
the sales of the company have rapidly in- 
creased, and an active demand 
established for their various mill products. 


Mr. Hess is a republican in politics, and a | 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

On July 2, 1876, Mr. Hess wedded Char- 
lotte F. Cox, a daughter of Nathan C. Cox, 
a prosperous farmer of Monongalia county. 


To their union have been born six children: | 


Flora L., deceased; Della, Lawrence, Clara, 
Nellie and Edna. 


ee es 


has been | 


Mr. Hess was soon made super- | 





i beet F. SMITH, secretary and a large | 


stockholder of the West Virginia Gro- 

cery and Candy company, is a son of Charles 

_ and Cordelia (Ritchie) Smith, and was born 

May 3, 1863, in the vicinity of Fairmont, this 
county. 

John S. Smith, grandfather, was a native of 


the age of ninéty years. His trade was that of 
a saddler, which trade he followed in connec- 
He 


was a man of fine military appearance, and was, 


tion with agricultural pursuits all his life. 


at the breaking out of the Civil War, a captain 
in the state militia of Virginia, and volunteered 
to enter the service of the Union, but was 
refused on account of his age. He was acon- 
scientious and devout member of the Presby- 
terian church, being an elder in the church for 
sixty-four years prior to his death. He was 
twice married ; his first union was with Rebecca 
Ebert, and resulted in the birth of ten children. 
He married, as his second wife, a Mrs. Davis, 
and one child was born to this union. Charles 
Smith, father, was born in what is now Fair- 
mont, West Virginia, then Middletown, in 
1838. 
schools of the day, and in Monongalia acad- 
Until 


1866, he was engaged in agricultural pursuits 


He was educated in the subscription 
emy at Morgantown, West Virginia. 


in the vicinity of Fairmont, in Fairmont dis- 
trict, when he removed to one mile south of 
Uniontown, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and 
He 
is also interested in a planing mill enterprise 
at Uniontown. He married Cordelia Ritchie, 
a daughter of Colonel A. F. Ritchie. They 
became the parents of seven children, five girls 


located upon a farm where he now lives. 


and two boys. 

Henry F. Smith was educated in the high 
school at Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and the 
West Virginia State University, at Morgan- 
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town. For about four years, from 1886 to 
1890, he was engaged in agricultural pursuits 
near Fairmont. At the latter date he embarked 
in a retail grocery business in Fairmont, and 
continued it until January 1, 1892, when he 
became one of the organizers of the West Vir- 
ginia Grocery and Candy company. This com- 
pany organized for the purpose of carrying on 
a wholesale grocery trade, and for the manu- 
facture of candy. The enterprise has been 
prosperous from the start, and now ranks 
among the substantial and prosperous business 
enterprises of the town and this part of the 
state. Their building, on the corner of Fair- 
mont avenue and Second street, has been 


designed with a special reference to the needs | 
of their business, and is a structure complete | 
in every detail and arrangement, and for archi- | 


tectural beauty its appearance ranks with the 
best in the state. 

Fraternally, Mr. Smith is a member of Fair- 
mont Lodge, No. 9, Ancient, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Orient Chapter, No. 9; Royal 
Arch Chapter, and Crusade Commandery, No. 
6, Knights Templar. 

In 1892, Mr. Smith and Annie Gould, 
daughter of Harrison Gould, of Fairmont, 
were united in marriage. 


Se 


HOWARD FLEMING, a leading 
* jeweler and prosperous business man 
of Fairmont, is the son of Allison and Martha 
(Louchery) Fleming, and was born at Fair- 
mont, Marion county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), August 1, 1859. He traces his 
ancestry back to William Fleming, the oldest 
of four Fleming brothers who left Scotland 
on account of religious persecution and went 
to the north of Ireland. From the “ Emerald 
Isle” they came to Kent county, Delaware, in 








1741. William had three sons: Nathan, Boaz, 
and Benoni, who, with their youngest uncle, 
John, came, in 1789, to western Virginia. 
Nathan Fleming had a son, Thomas, who was 
the father of Allison Fleming, and the grand- 
father of A. Howard Fleming. Allison Flem- 
ing (father) was a marble dealer at Fairmont, 
where he was known as a good business man 


and a reliable citizen. Hewas twice married. 


| By his first wife, whose maiden name was 


Mary Vandervort, he had three children: one 
that died in infancy; and Celinda V., wife of 
Ellery B. Hall; and John E., a Union soldier 
in the late Civil War and now dead. By his 
second marriage, with Martha Louchery, of 
New Geneva, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
he had eight children: Emma, who married 
Nathaniel C. Cochran; Thomas W.; Anna 
M,, wife of Charles M. Shinn; James, died in 
infancy; Curtis B.; Martha, who died ‘in 
infancy; A. Howard (subject); Laurence S.; 
and Frederick C. A more full and complete 
account of the Fleming ancestral history will 
be found in the sketches of the Fleming 
family and Thomas W. Fleming, which ap- 
pear elsewhere in this volume. 

A. Howard Fleming received his education 
in the Fairmont schools, and then learned the 
trade of jeweler, which he followed for several 
years. At the end of that time, in 1881, he 
embarked in the mercantile business with his 
brother, Thomas W. Fleming, under the firm 
name of Thomas W. Fleming and Brothers. 
Four years later he withdrew from the firm 
and engaged in his present jewelry business, 
on Main street, Fairmont. Being a practi- 
cal workman, and thoroughly understand- 
ing his business, he has built up a large 
and remunerative patronage. He is a re- 
publican in politics, and served one term as a 
member of the city council of Fairmont. 





: A 9 | f\ wy) 
. ry ; ’ 
nartevi > ats td bad WW uit 
. , ; 
; Uy f Wohl ira ,o! 1 Ww 
7 a, 
iv a Oo aft itol 
‘ 
off natin 
7 ‘ 
7 L i | ini onn3 
' | 1% > Tr 4 vat 
34 53D & @ i shi 
shes 
vii Oc” ) . ow 
‘ 
’ ' aT é f >» of t Yon 
hecesy gente sbiw 18 d wil 
p Bry sve pos j Pd 
} f riovss b \ i 
t iti nut 1 ‘ th torit 
> -- 
youlilen m ; sane Mo fv j tn ; He 
| ee f Pry «ef ‘ 
if } iO 3 d iwi 3 i Sf i 
% 7 , } 
© ti i if + _ Eryvel } ) Se, 
¢ 
IROO LP be I } ie 
‘ 1 r 
| 1 j Wo | ASTIN } ot) 
_— . 
a - , 
. 2hMOws 2 ea ' 4 
’ « a > * 
¢ es , pane Bi eet io Pi 
: f 
Ra crort HT ct fw. ; Vortman 
5 
r, ' ~ * ae 
ote 34) »(ioec1 D H i opr 
t by - . 
474 'ahn ’ Iw om J 1T yarn Onn 
1d5e - e apr = rma ‘ i 
2) /_ . } wees Va ? on u ig? ; 
hy } : J 
yas ij «6 @snoqsm fi m 7 20 
; aT i” Ded 
-q arnold Wo esinodT bee yan 
_ * s © t 
drprlen Wi Mi SISHwsers Weg 
' a - 5 
OF ' f ) ‘3S OW 3 j 
E j ‘ , as tn el ent 
) rfl prt) : rOnse JNoMIL i wee 
~ i c * ; 
19798 10 VGIIO) 3 fi oS 2 Davi 2} 
q te - 4 _ : Fy a - 
i i jerriz 7 iO D5 q 3.) URIBOY 
P a ba —_ 
i Tre - ES isf bi ti Hom 
7 in — ~ ee 
wi sdtisbaw Jon | .WeanodT sodjord 
=e ‘ 
Leaelt » oitenelil ir tT Yo 
djsovfl base gaierold .W z2smeolT lo smazn 
= valet Pe ee ra 
Kt st] (Ol WSUNITIW Of IS7hi SWhsy Wok 
§ 
P - 4 
eonimud yrlows| deseo aiff mt bogeygae bas 
{ 3 
} | vt sist a a aT eee 7M , 
(IAI & BNNs Jnomind @2IoTse Them tO 


-bosteebay yield bas 
e - - r 


a 


wamohow Iso 


epuil « qu tlind gad of ezsniend. eit spat 
so 2 2) OH. .sgsnoweg Svitsionumn: bas 


& @& oma) ono-bovie baw.,<oitilog’ si nesilduq 
_- * . »” 
dnoonia Yo Jisoues ytio oft Jo 19dn79m 


YOISAM 40 


treet ie A ee 


A iy bee woe | 


























— a — sim 





of 8881 med eraa¢ wo Juods 108 | . ww 
ens lewtivairgs ni begegne enw: 
at 


if @ Oh 


a 
Soomin® La 
si veonieud waborg ints eai 
on asthw soe sf ‘gus eny fiona ti ber nid 
“iV ses W si2 Yo e19xinsg10 and lo 2n0, ; 


bra creo ) si rf 


ncints onl ote sb pital odd TA, 
hrs jnomuna 


ne. 


-moo idl sgnngmos ybnsD 


uo ygoiymss To eeee dt so} bosiney IN 
« bin. 

-unetn of wh bas sbirv yrss01g oles jod 

noed esl oengpoine odT .ybnao lo 9 oO 


olf mon euorsge 
egonizud svoisqeoig bas isismitade od de 
ad te tiaq #idt bas nwot odd lo 2a i 
“ict Yo vurvs sds no ,gaibliud sisi 


anes won base ,treie 


ie 
7 


deswe bros brs suneve, i” 
t soemsisisy Ici rie 5 dtiw bomgiés 
uvia 6 et be ens tort 


mood asad mn 
absen otc 


ape —_ 


' ace! 


tie Yo 1sdinam #2 diene «aM yileons aan’ 


oA ban oot JnsionsL xe] oA sgbo, 1 
c ea 
lgyoA ;@ ol 1 siqaill insinO ; enoes 4 baste, . 
7 a 


oh °e shmsmmnel : ahounidibee wiqsd ous 

asiqmsT addy 
bived. sinnA ben diime aM ,so8tnk 
Jnomist te noes to dg 


bluod f 
apy 

ogeinam oi betiqn S19 
e : 








gobs 6 @MINATT GAAWwO ca 


“y 


nem ceoniend avorsqeorg baa wlows), <° 4 
a ae 
isftte base noeillA lo aoe ont ai Jno! iso 
ae 
8 ta mod esw bne ,gnimeli (qe doue TI) 


w23W woo) sinigiV sgnweo no 

edontt SH p28! teuguh 
goblo orld gaimell msilliW 03, a 

»nsitos2 fol ostw erediord pris tS 1 a ’ 
invw bos moituosesg evoigilay Yo 290 
blsvsma * odd movi hoalorl Q gsr. ae a: 
ni beenavenlaheepaane > n9; naan 


eid 


246 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





Mr. Fleming has been active, to some extent, 
in state military matters, and held several | 


commissions in the West Virginia militia, 
the last one being that of major in the First 
regiment. He is a member of Mountain 
City Lodge, No. 48, Knights of Pythias, and 
served as the colonel of the First regiment of 
the Fairmont division of the uniformed rank 
of the Pythian order. 


_ lands in Mispillion 


On March 15, 1883, A. Howard Fleming | 


wedded Carrie E. Barnes, a daughter of New- 
ton S. and Clara (Eyster) Barnes, of Fairmont. 
Colonel and Mrs. Fleming have had two 
children: Edna Gould, who died at three and 


was born March 21, 1891. 


——————3— —_—__. 





was to be obtained only in the pathless forests 
of the new world. A great tide of Scotch- 
Irish emigration set in from Ireland to the 
eastern part of the United States, and thousands 
of warm hearts and strong arms were added to 
the whig element of the colonial population. 
The four Fleming brothers settled in 1741 in 
Penn’s colony on the Delaware, taking up 
hundred, Kent county, 
Delaware. There William, Robert, and Archi- 
bald remained, but in 1789, John, with three of 
William’s sons—Nathan, Boaz and Benoni— 
removed to western Virginia and settled on 


_ lands along the Monongahela river. 
one-half years of age; and Arlington, who | 


HE FLEMING FAMILY.—The name of | 
Fleming is as old as any of the many | 


time-honored family names of Scotland, and 
has worthy connection and honorable mention 
in numerous important events in Scottish his- 
tory, that have passed into song and story, 
During the stormy political times of Scotland, 


in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, | 


religious persecution was often prevalent, and 
in one of those periods when reason and jus- 
tice were temporarily supplanted by prejudice 
and wrong, four brothers, William, Robert, 
Archibald and John Fleming, were driven by 
church tyranny to the north of Ireland, where 
the wonderful Scotch-Irish race was passing 
the nursery stage of its existence ere being 
transplanted to this country, to attain its full 
development. Buta short duration of peace 
was accorded the emigrant Scotch in the north 
of Ireland, where they became known as 
Scotch-Irish, ere the blight of religious perse- 
cution again fell upon them. Again they 
sought for freedom, even if the precious boon 





Of John Fleming we have but little account, 
and of William Fleming and his sons, from 
whom most of the Fleming families of West 
Virginia are descended, we have compiled the 
following account from a genealogical chart 
prepared by Mrs. Annie (Sweeney) Fleming, 
wife of Thomas W. Fleming, of Fairmont: 
William Fleming, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, was 
born in Scotland, in 1717, removed to the 
north of Ireland prior to 1741, when he again 
suffered religious persecution and came to 
Kent county, Delaware. He was twice mar- 
ried, first to Jean Frame, who was born in 
1726, and after her death he wedded Ann 
Hudson, who was born in 1727. By his first 
marriage he had seven children, and to his 
second union was born one son. . 

Children of William and Jean (Frame) 
Fleming: Mary, born 1745, married Matthew 
Fleming; Andrew, born 1748, no record; 
Nathan, born 1750, wedded Lydia Russom; 
William, born 1755, died 1772, unmarried; 
Boaz, born 1758, married Elizabeth Hutchin- 
son, and after her death wedded Eliza Laidley; 
Beniah, born 1762, married Elizabeth Turner ; 
Benoni, born 1768, married Mary Stephenson. 

Children of William and Ann (Hudson) 
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Fleming : Thomas, who was born in 1777, and 
married Ann Wood, by whom he had four 
children: Amanda, who married Benjamin, 
son of Benoni Fleming; Malinda, wife of Fred- 
erick Ice; Marshall, married Catherine Ebert ; 
John, wedded Angeline Sellers; and Amelia, 
wife of Isaac, son of William Fleming. 


| married Joseph, son of Nathan Fleming ; Lem- 


uel, wedded Huldah Tonkrey; Jean, wife of 


George Richardson; Joana, wedded Nathan, 


' son of Andrew Fleming, Sr.; Margaret, wife 


Of the children of William Fleming by his | 
| daughters : Nicey, who married James Tharp ; 


first marriage we have the following account : 


Mary, wedded Matthew Fleming, and their | 


children were: Alexander, who wedded Mary, | 
| Lewis; Nathan, married Mary Satterfield; 


daughter of Nathan Fleming ; Elizabeth, wife 


of John Stephenson; Rebecca, wedded Sam- | 


uel Hendricks; Andrew and Matthew married 
respectively Jane and Lydia, daughters of Na- 
than Fleming; Ann, wife of William, son of 
Nathan Fleming; John married Jane Hayes; 
and Jane, wedded Reuben Wolcott. Nathan, 
married Lydia Russom and to them were born 
the following children : Mary, wedded Alex- 
ander, son of Matthew Fleming; William, 
married Ann, daughter of Matthew Fleming; 
and was the grandfather of Governor A. B. 
Fleming; Elizabeth, wedded Henry Hayes; 
Jane, married Andrew, son of Matthew Flem- 
ing; Rachel, wedded Joshua Hart; Lydia, 
married Matthew, son of Matthew Fleming ; 
Nathan, wedded Mary Wood; Leven, married 
Mary Willey ; Thomas, wedded Ann Martin, 
and after her death wedded Mary Lothan; 
Beniah, drowned in 1813; Joseph, married 
Sarah, daughter of Boaz Fleming; and Archi- 
bald wedded Eliza Gamble. 

Boaz, married Elizabeth Hutchinson, and 
after her death wedded Eliza Laidley. By his 


two marriages he had eleven children: Clarissa, | 


wedded James Hamilton; William, married, 
first Elizabeth Hutchinson, second Sarah 
Miller; Mary, wedded Samuel, son of Andrew 
Fleming, Sr.; Elizabeth, married Benjamin 
Bartlett; David, wedded Sarah Fox; Sarah, 





of Andrew Cummins; and Eliza Drexa, who 
married George Hunsaker. 
Beniah, married Elizabeth Turner, and 


their family consisted of seven sons and seven 


Starhn, wedded Matthew Owens; William, 
married Eliza Riggs; Jane, wife of Dr. Luff 


Jehu, Thomas, Beniah, Betsey and Rebecca, 
who died unmarried; Charles T., wedded 
Mary Richards; Benjamin T., Elizabeth Clark ; 
and Mary and Elizabeth, who never married. 


Benoni, wedded Mary Stephenson and 


| their children were: Boaz, married Ann Wol- 


cott; John wedded Ann, daughter of Alex- 
ander Fleming, Sr.; Nathan, married Eliza, 
daughter of Thomas Fleming, Jr.; Fielding, 


| wedded first, Mary Hopkins, second, Lizzie 


Lear; Alfred, married Mary Vandervort; Ben- 
jamin, wedded Amanda, daughter of Thomas 
Fleming, Sr.; Margaret, wife of Dr. 
James Davies; Rhoda, married John W. 
Kelley; Nancy, wedded Samuel Courtney ; 
and George, Edward, and Stephenson, who 
never married. 

The Fleming family has been known for 
over a century as one of the steady, industrious 


| and progressive families of western Virginia, 


and many of its members have held with 
credit and honor prominent and responsible 
positions in both of the two Virginias. 


—_—_—_——___ oa 


OHN S. ROBINSON, of old-world birth 
and Scottish ancestry, and a personal 
friend of James G. Blaine, is one of the 
leading and prominent business men of 
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Mannington, and Marion county, and ranks 


among the largest individual oil producers | 


and lumber manufacturers of West Virginia. 
He is a son of William and Rose (Kearney) 
Robinson, and was born in the town of Ardria, 
county Lanark, Scotland, June 1, 1848. Wil- 
liam Robinson was born and reared in county 
Antrim, Ireland, near the city of Belfast, and 
between 1830 and 1840, went to Ardria, Scot- 
land, which he left in 1854 to settle near 


where he resided for thirteen years. 


seven years of age. 


vote for Franklin Pierce. He was a member 
of the Catholic church, and during all the 
active years of his life, was an earnest and 
He 
took to wife Rose Kearney, who was born in 
county Antrim, Ireland, and to their union 


zealous worker in religious matters. 


were born ten children, five sons and five 
daughters. 

John S. Robinson, at eight years of age, in 
1856, came with his mother, brother and 
three sisters to join his father who had come 
two years earlier to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 
He received his elementary education in the 
common schools and attended Loyola Col- 
lege. He was engaged in the grocery and 
notion business at Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, 
with D. O. C. Lambert, for two years, and 
became a member of the oil-refining firm of 
Bingham and Robinson. This firm lasted until 
1866, when Mr. Robinson withdrew to be- 
come a member of the firm of Free and Robin- 
son, that was engaged in oil-producing for 
one year on Dunkard creek, in Greene county, 





Pennsylvania. In September, 1866, he came 
to Mannington, soon located and drilled on 
Little Bingamon creek, Marion county, the 
first oil producing well! of the Marion county oil 
field, and ever since has been actively engaged 
in the oil producing and lumber business. 
He has now some thirty-six producing wells, 
and owns some choice oil territory which he 


has not yet developed. Soon after opening 


_ up the rich oil in which he is still operating, 
Pittsburg, in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, | 
He then which he continued in up to 1877, when he 
came to Wood county, West Virginia, in | 
which he died, in November, 1890, at seventy- the manufacture of lumber in Marion and 
His occupation was | 
farming, both in the old world and in the new. | 
He became a democrat after coming to the | vidual wholesale and retail lumber business in 


United States, and cast his first presidential | 


he embarked in the planing-mill business, 
retired from that line of work and commenced 


Wetzel counties. He owns 9,000 acres of 


choice timber land, and does the largest indi- 


the state, having four large mills and four 
stores and employs a large force of hands. 
He had a large planing mill to burn in 1894. 


| At the present time he employs in his com- 


bined oil and lumber business, a regular force 
of three hundred hands. 

On October 28, 1873, Mr. Robinson was 
united in marriage with Lizette G. Smith, a 
daughter of Lycurgus Smith, of Fauquier 
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson 
have three children: one son and two daugh- 
ters; Rose Temple, Beulah Mae and John S., 


county, Virginia. 


| Jr. Mrs. Robinson is an estimable woman, 


and being possessed with good business ability 
and unusual energy, is a true helpmate to her 
husband in the management of his large and 
She is highly re- 
spected by all who know her, and makes 
happy all guests and visitors at her home, over 


varied business interests. 


which she presides with grace and proper 
dignity. 

John S. Robinson was a republican in poli- 
tics until 1884, when after voting in that year 
for James G. Blaine, with whom he was per- 
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sonally and intimately acquainted, he became | 


a prohibitionist. In 1881 he represented 
his district at the National Prohibition con- 
vention, held at Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
two years later was the candidate of his party 
for state senator, making a good campaign 
and receiving many complimentary votes. 
Mr. Robinson has been a member of the town 
council for many years, and served several 
times as a member of the board of education. 
He was among the earliest advocates of the 
free school system, and was instrumental in 
securing for women equal salaries with men, 
as teachers in the district. In the matter of 
musical education he has been active, organ- 
izing the first brass band in Mannington, and 
calling the first musical convention of West 


Virginia, which body met at Weston in Sep- | 


tember, 1873. He has been a member and 


vestryman of the Mannington Episcopal 


church since its organization in 1890, and | 


has represented his parish in synods and — 


councils. He is prominent in many of the 


leading secret and beneficial societies of the — 


United States, being a member of the Improved | 


Order of Red Men and Sons of Temperance ; 


Evening Star Lodge, Independent Order of | 


Odd Fellows, and Mannington Lodge, No. 


31, Free and Accepted Masons. John S. 


Robinson is positive and energetic in character, | 
progressive in ideas, and candid in expression. | 


He is recognized as a man of fine business 
qualifications, and has always taken an active 
interest in the progress and prosperity of his 
town, county and state. 


ee ee 


APTAIN THOMAS ALBERT FLEM- 
ING, of Fairmont, a good business 
man,and who served under Sheridan in the 
valley, and was at Appomattox court-house, 








is the eldest son of Matthew and Eliza (Flem- 
ing) Fleming, and was born at Fairmont, 
Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
January 5, 1835. 
was Benoni Fleming, a son of William Flem- 


His paternal grandfather 


ing, and one of the founders of the Fleming 
families of West Virginia, which trace their 
ancestry back to William and John Fleming, 
who were two of four brothers who were orig- 
inally from Scotland. A full account of these 
four brothers and their descendants in this 
State will be found in the sketch of the Flem- 
ing family given elsewhere in this book. 
Benoni Fleming owned one thousand acres of 
land, now chiefly in the possession of the 
Fairmont Development company, and was 
engaged, as the necessity of the times and his 
surroundings demanded, in agricultural pur- 
suits. He died in 1855 at an advanced age. 
His son, Matthew Fleming, the father of Cap- 
tain Thomas A. Fleming, was born in 1798. 
He was reared on the farm until he started 
out in life for himself, which important step 
he took by going to Middletown (now 
Fairmont), to learn the trade of blacksmith, 
which he followed during the active years of 
his life. He was energetic and active, and 
did not confine himself to trade and its con- 
nected branches of industry, but interested 
himself in other lines of industry and busi- 
He built the present Mountain City 
invested 


ness. 
Hotel, on the 
successfully in other different enterprises. 


Main street, and 


He was a whig in politics, and died Sep- 
tember 11, 1853, aged fifty-five years. He 
married Eliza Fleming, of 
Thomas Fleming, who was born near Fair- 


a daughter 


mont, and went, in 1834, to Indiana, where 
he died in 1894. Matthew and Eliza Flem- 
Those 
living are: Captain Thomas A.; Benjamin 


ing had a family of nine children. 


‘ ose ay 
“ fTHUOD 

< epeestevet : i» di 

1 i rsittiel teshio off vi 

ji ts rp. ra ve) 

' ! rh Gitty ettisi 4 gel 

2 

yoo i mneys nvoy Horie, 

a _—— ; 

vote erar 2 yweonsl 
- me Th > oye otsr 

Hol B Witt + (MCS SHV 

. = . 

1G rst 30 DMS Mt 


esilimel 


n L iad of 7380 Yis299ns 
, I 
Leerre SW Ofw 
Seis at MwoHoDR Tu? & HRRIO9G, TS rt Lori 
Mi S7NsDiiscesD ws OAL SPSTHIOIG WHO! 
rt an aol ae Se oe ee 
msi { Sis tit Ft BOT OG thi v7) Sisic 
aa r7H2 Tt Sop iwseiS NSavYS ¥i mel gat 
‘ _ r f. 5 % « 
sion bakevods ono bsawo yy ist inonsad 
‘ ae ‘ +, Se —_ | 
r- O heigessecOop Ht mt (fiaid 2 WOH ,ORG 
a 7 ‘ 2 ? ry ob ow - bores A I 
f f ffyYos 30 soigevet(, Jno 
Bigi Ofl 13 Wi) 19 Vireesasn St) eb OOgagNs 
11g lewilynees at beoisineb egmionvoeTie 
: koe vct Maite oa elie 
e G& sad 4itS , > ti OS'D ori aie 
4 P 1 ws shaain aint oy 
“qi TSHTEI 2 ft : tig oe a 
“% Re gat i o on ee 
si m mod env.gniehld A enmod? om 
bstreie sil iiiaw mxe od) ao bese in 3H 
a P eae A eet ites 
a oe yhiodmir W316 B f 1H oot mr Jeo 
: ' f - a2 
im) 6A bhilA BmiCy G io0> 6BH 
. i tw —4 — = ee | 
71a rh J iy Soe] ST IBS OF (INOMUSS 
a eels es , iH-3 aint wianal i, 
i Bey AVS ST BH ib Dowolto! si foriw 
b x = id ‘ yer tus 
bs vidos DAS DNSQOARS Baw s Stil @itl 
ee cea - ss i ase nth. 
at: bie aber? of toxmud antiwos joa Bib 
Keer yt , es 3s laren . 
sternal tod oywedtari 16 éstionsid betssn 
aon 7 ae eee 
tue hse Wire lO 2D Ty H Hse 
4) roinuc i +nnoe a at %, om 
ISOM: 3IesIG * ihe 21 223901 
— } ee stl aabs —- * Rteaaee 
bsiesvnl bts geste ibe Sht Bo ,isiGOrt 
: r > — * o ae re 
meingisine insvhib mito ai yisleessoue 
49” hath Ff asiiloc +; saertur anv at] 
-95C O98ID DRE “Ji oq fli gin & 2@BW Dri 
13 rst ois < jut 
Sr} .2vesy S¥ AitAl sas e281 ,i1 isdenei 
+. 7 ita * 
lo wsirleueb eimel? sasila beinsm 
=f 


P 
isd 1290 mod eew ow ,paimslt 2smodiT 


oF “beer Jaow 
sftisM” po@) ni boib on 
enbiids onin Yo ylima s be gai 
esmofl sistqs) +: sie ynivil 


osdw snsibnl cH 
-mslY ssift boe w 


9#0uT 


fiimajned =; A 


= a a ; an : 
«4! - : 7 _ 7 i - 
—— a 7 : A “ : 7 a : ve, o- a 
: a a Pe ae r " t + 7 kr - 
— 7 ie “a r “a : 7-23 r 
Tt es ‘ a Pans : 


bane Jnom. 


i 
! 
i 
i 
j 
| 
} 
i | 


Yo tots od tl 


i oe eh _—_ 
i Pw y a |e 
fe’ 





































smssed od botnian IPs vlotamiinnd ‘bak Y ‘Wie 
1881 “ adiacitid 
“nos nowdisorl lenoi 1 od? te th 
bas jencibnl jxifogen nial 1s blot {e 
io sisbibans st enw ‘yofst en psy, OF 
nolsnse - 
wstoy @minsmilgmo> yosin grivi 
nwod sili te wedmem £ nosd anit foen fe 
bavrse bas when wl 
noieubs to bined orl} to redinont 4 
i tue odd aoeni 


ay 


bstneesigo: vil nl 


‘Wiiag att” 


. 


nyisqmss boog s 


tJ > 


gninism 


[srsvo98 1638 


lo estesdvbs tei 
ni Istosmuvani “ew bos cosieye loots 
diiw zeitkiza leups nscnow it ¥ z ¥ 
dointeib odd aia dik 3 
310 \svitas need aati ad aoitesubs led a 
szerd ta 
to hotinevne> lasieom M7 | 


“af 
Aton 


~Bp 
tet ch ai Grad R 
seach 
32 ni notes W ts 


4 3 iss 
jon ybod doidw siniga¥ 
bine qsdmem « deed asd off ENB ° 
leqove —_ _fetgeinacl oul ‘te ms 
brs Oo8e af mollaniteyne ai sonia. 
bas ohaitye sdaiincy eit botasent 
st lo ynba di tnorimorq @ oH” 2 
stl} Jo esitsiong lnistionsd bons "Sots 
bovorgenl ae dition s qoied estet® bs: 
i ee rato ano2 brs nsMi be : 
Yo tsb10 dnsbndqebn! »ybot wai@ gi 
ow sybot sient ne .ewolls 

#2 heiqs0oA. brie’ ! ; bel 
aetisteds absiasgrons b ns svidieog ab ti ani 


io 


7 
ml 


shies. eters 


oizemqze ti bibnss bas 2eebi ni oviees TQO1g 
zeonioud sniff to mam & 2s bosingoost on on 
oviton a6 noth eyowls esd bas enous su 
easigorg of) fn 34 


aid lo ysiaqeorq bre 
| State bas x 





ee 


UaAIT THAGIA 2AKOnT % 
zesnieud ‘booy eam t 16 
‘ott ni ‘asbnede name bowrs 
pewort-t0> xonemog vA 


250 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





D.; Elizabeth, wife of Dr. James H. Brown- | 


field; Henry Thornton, an engineer, who re- 
sides at Grafton; Mary E., wife of John B. 
Crane, cashier of the People’s National Bank; 
George I., of Fairmont; and L. Jane, the wife 
of Sylvanus L. Watson, a large and well- 
known coal operator of the county. 

Thomas A. Fleming received his educa- 


tion in the 


Fairmont schools,’ and then | 


learned the trade of marble cutter, which | 


he followed until 1862. In that year he 


enlisted in the Twelfth West Virginia in- | 
fantry, was elected first lieutenant, and served | 


until 1865, when he was mustered out of | 
the Federal service with the rank of cap- | 


tain. 


He participated in all the battles of | 


his regiment, was a part of the time in the | 
army of the Potomac, and fought under | 


Sheridan in the Shenandoah valley. 
was at Appomattox, where the sun of the 


He | 


whose course of political action has always 
been in accord with the fundamental principles 
of his party. In 1876 he was elected as a 
justice of the peace, and held that office con- 
tinuously, by re-elections, until January 1, 
1893, an unbroken official service of sixteen 
years, and in 1895 was elected mayor of 
Fairmont. 

He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and also holds mem- 
bership in Meade Post, No. 6, Grand Army 
of the Republic. Captain Fleming is careful 
as a business man, was popular as a magis- 
trate, and is respected as a citizen. 





S 
Peas L. YOST, B. S., M. D., of 

Amos, West Virginia, is a son of Dr. 
Fielding H. and Malinda A. (Jones) Yost, and 





| was born November 7, 1861, at Fairview, 


Southern Confederacy went down never to — 
_ The old-world origin of the Yost family is in 


rise again; and after the close of the war 


came home and conducted the Mountain City | 


Hotel for three years. 


He then engaged | 


inthe marble business, and operated a large | 


yard for over six years, and since retiring as 
a marble dealer has been variously employed 
up to the present time. 

On September 3, 1858, Mr. Fleming was 


united in marriage with Clarisa S. Lott, a | 


daughter of John W. and Margaret Lott. | 


To Captain and Mrs. Fleming were born 


the following children: Robert Burns; Louis | 


Reno, engaged in the milling business at _ 


Barnesville, Marion county; Richard Lott, 


who died in 1894, aged thirty-one years; | 


Philip S., a machinist and electrician; Mar- 


garet E.; Allison N.; Ellen Beulah; Ernest; | 
Abbie; Archie; Ruth; and one that died in | 


infancy. 
Captain Fleming is a stanch republican, 


Marion county, Virginia (now West Virginia). 


southern Germany, and is associated in this 
country with our colonial history; being of 
the Teutonic branch of the wonderful Slav- 
ano-Germanic race—a race that has contribu- 
ted, perhaps, more thrifty and substantial 
families to make up American civilization than 
any other having now representatives under 
the American flag. 

Members of the family left the Fatherland 
in the early part of the seventeenth century. 
One Peter Yost arrived at Philadelphia from 
Rotterdam, Holland, in 1737, at the age of 
eighteen years. John Yost (great-grandfather 
of Dr. Yost) came from Bavaria, Germany, to 
New York city in the year 1773, in early 
manhood, and hired out at manual labor for 
one year to pay his ship-passage to the colo- 
nies, as was the custom and arrangement of 
that day. His wife, Katie Yost (ée Miss 
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Katie Snuiche (Snook), of Holland and Eng- 
lish parentage —a woman 
being a fine scholar, well read both in English 


remembered as 


and German—-had arrived here at about the 
same time. 

They met and were married at Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, the next year, where they lived 
during the Revolutionary War, he being seven 
years in the service of the Continental army. 
Many incidents have been related by them of 
the chief battles in and around Trenton, 
where they moved to, and where the first 
three children, Henry, Elizabeth, and John 
(then the baby), were born. 
the war the family moved with the frontier 





| states,—some afterward spelling their name 


Youst, though now more generally adopted 
Yost, from /és¢, as it is called in Germany. 
David Yost in early manhood homesteaded 


_a large tract of land, over one thousand acres, 


At the close of | 


tide of emigration, and were among the first | 


that came over the mountains by the way of 
Cumberland, Maryland, and Braddock’s road 
into northwestern Virginia, being the fore- 


runners of civilization in the Monongahela | 


valley. They settled on Indian creek, in | 


Monongalia county, eight miles out from | 


Morgantown station, early in 


1780, where | 


members of the family yet retain the old | 


homestead. Near by was the government — 


fort, called Paw Paw station, that was at one | 


time under the management of Levi Morgan, | 


the noted frontier Indian fighter. 
children grew up, the older, Henry and John, 
were with Morgan in the frontier’s defense, 


As the : 


paying less than one dollar and fifty cents per 
acre, about the year 1808, on Paw Paw creek, 
where on the present site is built the thrifty 
village of Fairview, the centre of the wealthy 
oil field of Marion county. Here he married 
Rebecca Fluharty, from near Morgantown, in 
1810. 
stout figure, strong in intellect and judgment, 


She was a woman of short stature, 


and native sense, and well adapted in mar- 
riage to her husband, a man of that rough 
and angular figure and rugged constitution, 
possessing that indomitable energy and cour- 
age, with foresight, that he had inherited. 

Eleven children were the fruitful issue of 
this union, many living to a ripe old age in 
the community, among whom is James Yost, 
who now lives on part of the old homestead, 
at Fairview, aged eighty-one years. 

They built the first water-power saw and 
grist-mill of that place, and individually had 
erected the first church house of the com- 
munity, laying out specifications for what 
Their children, 


soon after became a village. 


| Jehu D. Yost, born December 7, 1810, and 


then against the Indians and wild animals | 


that held sway over what was once their 
happy hunting-ground. 

Here were born the remainder of the family 
of children,—Aaroa, William, Peter, Niers, 
and David Yost (grandfather), who was born 
September 3, 1788. 
above named came all descendants of the 


From these seven sons 


name, that have extended over what is now 


Monongalia, Marion, Harrison and Wetzel | 


counties, and into many western and southern 


Nicholas B. Yost, born November 4, 1812, 
were noted physicians for thirty years before 
the war, and they practiced the reform, or 
more botanic and vegetable system of medi- 
cine at that time being instituted in the United 
States, and for the first time in this section of 
the State. This marvelously successful system 
was quite an advance over the regular and 
heroic pioneer methods used by their uncle, 
Peter Yost, twenty years previous, who had 
resorted to the lance, then thought most 
needful and useful as a specific for all human 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


ailments and frailties. The people came 
together in the spring-time of each year, 
as ata frolic or gathering bee of that day, 
that they might be bled for a cure of all 
impurities that had collected in their systems 
the year previous. 


manele = 
and Son 


This original lance, spatulas ie othe: 
surgical instruments, made by the gunsmith 
and blacksmith, have been preserved in the 
family, with many other things that came from 
the old country, in both the Yost and Snuiche 
families, among which is a Bible with family 
records dating back one hundred and ninety 
years (1705), all of which are now in posses- 
sion of Dr. DeL. L. Yosts,,.Dr. Fielding H. 
Yost (father) was born August 4, 1827, near 


He re- 


select 


Fairview, Marion county, Virginia. 

of the 
schools taught in the neighborhood, com- 
1846, at 
Rector college, then a noted institution at 


ceived superior advantages 


pleting his collegiate course in 
Pruntytown, Taylor county. He took up the 
study of medicine under his older brothers, 
procuring everything then published on the 
reform systems of medicine, and graduated 
at the Eclectic Medical Institute, at Cincinnati, 
a chartered institution, in 1845, and returned 
to Marion county, where he had established 
already a reputation for special fitness and 
qualifications for the profession. He refused 
a position in his e/a mater, and also a chair 
in the Georgia Botanic Medical college. 

At the breaking out of the Civil War, he 
took part in Virginia's defense, being ap- 
pointed surgeon by the legislature of Virginia 
after her seceding and before joining the Con- 
federacy. He was on Lee’s staff in his early 
campaigns in western Virginia, and conducted 
at one time the Confederate hospital at Mon- 
terey, Virginia. 

He took the oath of allegiance and returned 





AND PORTRAIT 


| 


CYCLOPEDIA 





to his latge private practice, remaining neutral 
throughout the war, at the wish of both friend 
and foe. He removed to Morgantown, and 
remained there till 1867, engaged in general 
practice. Failing health caused him to retire 
from the slavish work, and he returned to his 


Marion county home, where his fame sur- 


. rounded him with double the work, and he 


“We: $\FaShua 


had associated with him Dr. Josiah Yost in 
He died May 13, 1872, 
cut down in a life of usefulness at this early 


the general practice. 


age, from overwork and exposure, leaving 
friends of all who knew him, their counselor 
and physician. He was a gifted speaker and 
an eloquent public lecturer, having taken an 
active part in all public affairs and movements 
for the upbuilding of the communities in 
resided. 
worker in Sunday-schools and its associations 


which he He was particularly a 
of that day, and an active member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, south, and fra- 
ternally he was a member of many societies. 
member for years of Fairmont 
Lodge, No. 9, A. F. and A. M., in the honors 
and rites of which fraternity he was interred 
at St. John’s church, in the presence of the 
largest audience of people and friends that 
ever attended a funeral in this section of the 
county. 

He married Malinda A. Jones, daughter of 
John Jones, of Pleasant Valley, Monongalia 
county, and whose grandfather, Joseph Jones, 
was a soldier under General Harrison through- 
out the War of 1812, and who was a scholar 
Fle 


moved to western Pennsylvania from eastern 


and the author of a large book of poems. 


Virginia, and was a lineal descendant of the 
brother of John Paul Jones, of Revolutionary 
War fame. Five sons and three daughters 
were born to this union, as follows: Galen B., 


proprietor of the Fairview Planing Mills; 


See 
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DeLaniel L.; Zoath F., graduate of the West 
Virginia University, 1886, and law depart- 
ment, 1890, now practicing law at Pontiac, 
Illinois; Larnard H., deceased, educated at 
West Virginia University, and is a pharmacist ; 
Lucian M., graduate of Eclectic Medical Insti- 
tute, at Cincinnati, 1595; Mattie S. Jonnston 
and Zoa L. Hess, both of this county ; and 
Maria A. Ammons, wife of Rev. D. L. Am- 
mons, of Seymour, Lowa. 

Dr. DeL. L. Yost received his literary edu- 
cation at West Virginia University and Centre 
College, Indiana, graduating with the degree 
of B.S. in 1886. Having pursued his study 
of medicine under G. Dallas Lind, A. M., M. 
D., author and professor at Indianapolis, he 
graduated at Eclectic College of Physicians 


and Surgeons, Indianapolis, 1889, at the head of | 


hisclass and as valedictorian. He has pursued 
the general practice of medicine since 18g0, at 
the old home in Marion county, as the ninth 


physician of the line, giving more attention 


now to chronic diseases and his specialty of | 


eye, ear, nose and throat, having attended a 
post-graduate. course at New York city in 
1894, and also graduated (Ref. D.) and (Opt. 
G.) at Philadelphia Optical College in 1895. 
He was a member and delegate to the World’s 
Medical Congress Auxiliary of the Columbian 
Exposition, 1893, from West Virginia, and is 
a member of this State and Indiana Eclectic 
Medical association, and of the National Ec- 
lectic association. 

Fraternally, he is a member of Mill City 
Lodge, No. 110, at Fairview, and Mannington 
Lodge, Noi 3nvA. Peand iA’) M. ;also,.of 
Jr. O. U. A. M. lodge at Fairview. 
married May 21, 1890, to Rose D., only 
daughter of the late Dr. Josiah Yost, before 
mentioned, and to this union has been born 


He was 


one son, Fielding Itrnest L. Yost, now a 
] > ? 
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hardy boy of four years. Dr. Yost is devoted 
to his profession by adoption and inheritance, 
and has made a success. He expects to 


return to the east later to practice his spe- 


cialty. 
oo 
CPpAVRICK HENRY BENNETT, a resi- 
E 4‘ Ppa = 
: dent of Fairmont, anda man of signal 


business ability and remarkable energy, is 
recognized as one of the leading railroad con- 
Peis 


a son of John and Mary (Nonan) Bennett, and 


tractors in the state of West Virginia. 


was born in the city of Limerick, province of 
Munster, Ireland, July 9, 1847. John Bennett 
was born about 1824, in Ireland, where his 
family had been resident for many generations. 
He resided for a time in Limerick. 

John Berinett came to the United States in 
1847, and was a resident for a short time of 
Burlington, Vermont. He was one of the early 
railroad contractors of America, and came to 
his death by an accident at Ashtabula, Ohio, 
in the autumn of 1856. He was a man of 
energy and executive ability, and bid fair to 
win his way to fortune and prominence in this 
country when his career was cut short in its 
very opening by the hand of death. He wedded 
Mary Nonan, who was born in the ‘“ Emerald 
Isle,’ and their union was blessed with six 
children: Daniel, a resident of Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, and a contractor on railroads 
and other internal improvements; John, of 
Ashley, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, who 
has been a steam railroad conductor for the 
last fourteen years; James, of Greensburg, 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and 
senior member of the celebrated contracting 
firm of Bennett and Talbott; Thomas, who was 
a telegraph operator for the Standard Oil com- 
pany, and was killed in 1880 in Pennsylvania ; 


Patrick Henry, whose name appears at the 
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head of this sketch, and Joseph, now a resident 
of Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 

Patrick Henry Bennett passed his childhood 
years in Pennsylvania, and grew to manhood 
in the celebrated oil regions of the western 
part of that State. 


vantages, and he acquired his education mostly 


in the great school of the business world whose | 


teachings are eminently of a practical charac- 
ter. At ten years of age he took a load of salt 
from Union, in Erie county, to Titusville, and 
asked for a return load of oil, which the ship- 
ping clerk refused to give him on account of 


his being but a boy, until George Steele, of | 


Painesville, Ohio, recognized him and said 
that he would stand good for any loss on the 
oil if it was entrusted to the boy. The oil was 
then given him, and from that on many loads 
of oil were entrusted to him. At eleven years 
of age he hauled the first iron pipe that was 
ever driven in the oil regions ; hauling it from 
Union to the Buchanan farm. After some 
time spent in hauling oil he went into the oil 
business himself at Oil City, Pennsylvania, in 
1863, but six months later retired, and was 
variously employed for some time. At length 
he turned his attention to contracting, and com- 
menced his remarkubly successful career as a 
contractor on a job of work on the Allegheny 
Valley railroad. He next went to Western 
Maryland, and subsequently came to Fair- 
mont, of which he has been a resident ever 
since. As acontractor he has built railroads 
and erected public works in the states of Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, 
Ohio and Alabama. Among some of his most 
important contracts were the building of short 
branch railroads in the states named with the 
exception of West Virginia, where he has 
constructed long stretches on important rail- 


The early death of his | 
father deprived him largely of educational ad- | 
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| roads, built water works and graded parks and 


depot grounds. He built thirteen miles of the 
Fairmont, Morgantown and Pittsburg railroad, 
in Marion county ; five miles of the Greenbrier 
and Grafton railroad; thirteen miles of railroad 
at Sewell mountain, in Upshur county, for the 
Camden system; and a thirteen mile railroad 
for the Longdale Coal and Iron company. He 
also built the Fairmont water works, and 
graded Parks avenue and the depot grounds 
for the Baltimore and Ohio railroad company. 

On August 23, 1868, Mr. Bennett married 
Amelia Barrows, a daughter of Perry Barrows, 
a farmer of Athens county, Ohio. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bennett have one child, a son, named 
John Ralph, who was born June 21, 1869, and 
is now associated with his father in the con- 
tracting business. 


Se 








WALTER BARNES, principal of the 
°* Fairmont Normal School, at Fairmont, 
Marion county, West Virginia, and a well- 
known institute lecturer and educator of the 
state, is a son of Peter T. and Mary (Vander- 
vort) Barnes, and was born September 3, 
1862, in Palatine, Marion County, West 
Virginia. 
The Barnes family, of which Professor Barnes 
is a worthy representative, is of English extrac- 
tion, and was founded in America by one 
William Barnes, who originally settled in 
New Jersey, but who finally removed to 
Monongalia county, where he passed the 
remainder of his days. One of his sons, 
Abraham Barnes, whose history is given in 
the sketch of Thos. H. Barnes, was the father 
of Peter Barnes. 
Peter Barnes (father) was born on the 
old Barnes homestead, near Palatine on the 
Tygart’s Valley river, in what is now Marion 
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county, West Virginia, in 1828. 


After ob- | 


taining such education as the subscription | 
| asa student of law in the office of Hon. U. 


schools of his day, with their inadequate pro- 


Agriculture engaged his attention for a num- 


visions, afforded, he took up farming pursuits. | N, Arnett; Jr. 


In 
1881, he returned to Fairmont and registered 


county, studying law in the meantime. 


Here he faithfully pursued his 


_ studies until 1882, when he took the position 


ber of years when he embarked in the mer- | 


cantile business in Palatine, to which later | 


was added a flouring mill enterprise, building | 


what is known as the Palatine Flouring Mills. 
Since 1890, he has resided in Colfax, this 
county, engaged in merchandizing. In politi- 
cal faith he is a staunch democrat, believing 


firmly in its principles, and working ardently 


for the success of the party of his convictions. — 
He served the people of Union district a | 


number of years in the judicial relation of | 


justice of the peace, in which position he 
showed rare good judgment, and won the 
regard of all who came into business relations 
with him. 

In 1872 he was a candidate for the office of 


a member of the House of Delegates of the — 


state. He married Mary Vandervort, a 
daughter of Joseph Vandervort, of Marion 
To this 


county. union were born five 





children: Hallie, the wife of John Ridgeway, | 


a farmer of Oklahoma territory; Anna, the 
wife of J. R. Swearingen, a contractor and 
builder of Palatine; Lizzie, who married C. 
‘'L. Robinson, an ice dealer of Palatine; I. 
Walter; and Francis A., now deceased, was a 


graduate of the Fairmont Normal School in | 
the class of 1881, and taught school until his | 


death, in December, 1885. 
after attending the common schools, received 


Professor Barnes, 


an appointment, in 1877, to the Fairmont | 


Normal School, from which he graduated in 
June, 1879, at the age of seventeen years, one 


of the youngest that ever graduated from the | 


school. 


He then taught two terms in the | 


state, one in Doddridge and one in Pleasants | 


of principal of the Fairview graded school, 
in Hancock county, this State, remaining there 
In 1882, he entered the law de- 
partment of the University of Virginia, and, 


one year. 


upon gaining his majority, was admitted to 
the Marion county bar. He at once entered 
upon the practice of his profession and pur- 
sued it uninterruptedly until the spring of 
1885. At this time the attendance at the state 
normal school, at Fairmont, having greatly 
increased, he was asked by the regents to 
assist the faculty by teaching certain branches. 
This he did, combining teaching with the 
This arrangement continued 
In the 
summer of 1886 he was regularly elected a 


practice of law. 
also during the spring term of 1886. 


member of the faculty, and has been con- 
nected with the fortunes of the institution 
ever since. During his connection with the 
school he has taught in every position and 
department, a drilling that renders him emi- 
nently qualified for the responsible position 
which he now holds. 
as second assistant principal, and three years 
as first assistant, and, in 1892, was elected 
principal, which position he still holds. In 
1891, as the representative of the board of 


He served two years 


education of the Fairmont independent district 
and the executive committee of the Fairmont 
Normal School, he went to Charleston, the 
capital, and memorialized the legislature, then 
in session, asking that the state’s interest’ in 
the old normal school building, amounting to 
$15,000, be transferred in consideration of that 
sum to the Fairmont district, and still further, 
that the state make an appropriation of $20,000, 
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which, with the aforesaid $15,000, was to con- 
stitute a fund of $35,000 to be used for the 
purpose of erecting a new normal school 
building. 

After much persistent labor he succeeded 


in securing the necessary legislation providing | 


for the above transfers and appropriation, and 


-the handsome building, a picture of which | 


appears on another page, was erected. The 


corner-stone with appropriate ceremonies was | 
The building is of brick | 
with stone sills and lintels, has a frontage of | 


laid June 15, 1892. 


one hundred and twenty-five feet and a depth | 
of one hundred and forty feet, and is three | 
stories high. The basement contains janitor’s | 
rooms, store rooms, and rooms for heating | 


apparatus. The first floor contains four class 


rooms, an office, and a library and five flights | 


of stairs leading to the second story. The 
second story consists of four large class rooms, 


a music room, a laboratory, and a small class | 
room. The third floor is taken up by a large | 
auditorium, one of the finest assembly halls in | 


the State, having a seating capacity of one 
thousand persons. 


platforms leading to the building are of Cleve- | 
land sand stone with ornate buttresses and | 
This fine building, which for 
thoroughness of work, completeness of ar- | 


trimmings. 


rangement, and taste of architectural design, 


fully situated upon an elevation surrounded | 
with a beautiful lawn just outside the corpo- | 


rate limits of Fairmont. 

Prior to the incumbency of Professor Barnes 
as principal, there had been no effort at 
specializing the work of the school. Believing 
that the best results were only attainable 
through a systematic classification of the work 
of the institution and placing in charge of 


each department those best qualified by nature | 


| in which he has appeared. 


The outside steps and | 





and training for that particular work, he 
organized the following departments, placing 
each under the supervision of a specialist: I: 
Psychology, pedagogy, etc. 2. Language. 
3. Naturalscience. 4. History and geography. 
5. Mathematics. 6. Penmanship and drawing. 
7. Music. 8. Elocution. 


The history of the institution shows that 


| the above step has greatly added to the effi- 


ciency and popularity of the school, the atten- 
dance has gradually been increasing, the en- 
rollment for 1894-5 showing three hundred 
and sixty-three names. 

Professor Barnes devotes his summer months 
to institute work throughout the State, and is 
rightly regarded as one of the most able 
instructors in the state and always draws large 
patronage from the schools in these districts 
In 1892, the West 
Virginia University conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Master of Arts. 

Politically, Professor Barnes is a democrat, 
and has served as both chairman and secre- 
He 
is an elder and trustee in the Presbyterian 


tary of the county executive committee. 


church, and for the last six years has been 
superintendent of the Sabbath-school. 

On June 3, 1884, Professor Barnes was 
united in marriage to Olive, a daughter of the 


| late Major William Cooper, of Fairmont. 
is unsurpassed by any in the State, is delight- | 


Major Cooper was the founder of the /azr- 
mont Index, and secured his title through his 
service in the Confederate army in the late 
Civil War. 

The following children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Barnes: Hugh Cooper, born 


| July 23, 1886; George Roscoe, born March 


4, 1888; Walter Kenneth, born April 6, 1891 ; 
Fay Evans, born January 31, 1893 ; and Homer 
Francia, born May 12, 1895. 

To the indefatigable energy and well-directed 
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efforts of Professor Barnes, is due the high 
standard of the Fairmont Normal school. 
believes in progress in educational matters as 
well as in economical and 
hence his methods are fully abreast of the 
times. 
the school under his direction increase in 


standing, power, and influence. 


———S>—_——- 


HOMAS H. BARNES, a scion of an 
old pioneer family of this part of West 
Virginia, and a successful business man and a 
highly-respected citizen of Palatine, Marion 
county, is a son of Abraham and Mary (Hall) 
Barnes, and was born June 13, 1821, in what 
was then Monongalia county, now Marion 
county, West Virginia. 
William Barnes (grandfather) was of Eng- 
lish lineage, having emigrated to the United 


New Jersey, whence he emigrated to what is 
now Marion county, then Monongalia county, 
where he lived the remainder of his life, dying 
about 1824, at the age of nearly one hundred 


years. His avocation was that of a mill-wright | 
and farmer, whilst in his religious affiliations | 


he was a Presbyterian. 
Jordan Hall, the maternal grandfather of 
the subject of this biographical record, was a 


native also of New Jersey, and Thomas H. | 


has frequently heard him recount the fact that 
he heard the cannonading at the battle of 
Brandywine in the Revolutionary War. At 


the age of twenty-one years he came to what | 


is now West Virginia and took a tomahawk 
right of about four hundred acres of land, 
about one and a half miles southeast of the 


b | 
present town of Palatine, Marion county. In | 


his efforts to hold other lands and conquer 
the primeval forests and establish a home he 
2—17 


He") 


He has had the satisfaction of seeing | 








frequently came in conflict with the Indians, 
who several times succeeded in driving him 


| away, but he finally triumphed and established 
industrial ones, | 


a home upon it and lived there until death 


| closed the labors of his pioneer life in 1837, 


at the age of ninety-six years. He served as 
a soldier in the War of 1812, and was one of 
the founders of the Presbyterian church in 
this section. He married Nancy Neil, and 
they became the parents of eight children. 
Abraham Barnes (father) was born in New 
Jersey, came with his parents to what is now 
Marion county, where he lived all his life, 
dying in 1876, at the age of eighty-nine years. 
He learned the trade of mill-wright with his 
father, and‘followed this, together with farm- 
ing pursuits, all his life. Like his father, he 
became a Presbyterian, and as a co-worker 


with him a pioneer of that church in this sec- 


| tion of the state. In political adherence he 
States when a young man, and located in | 


was an old-line whig, but upon the disinte- 


| gration of the party he became a republican. 


He married Mary Hall and had six sons and 
three daughters that grew to maturity, and 
lived to a ripe old age. 

The school-boy days of Thomas H. Barnes 
covered a period in the educational history of 
Virginia when the schools were in a very 
crude and primitive condition. Subscription 
schools were the system in vogue, and old 
log school-houses, furnished with slab seats 
with no backs to them, were the accommoda- 
tions furnished. He remained with his father 
upon the old homestead until twenty-one 
years of age, when he purchased a farm, and 
by hard work and close economy succeeded 
in paying for it. He then farmed for a time, 
and in 1845 took up timbering and lumbering, 
doing an extensive business, amounting to 
$50,000 per year for a period of five years. 
In connection with this, in 1854, he embarked 
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in the mercantile business at Palatine, and 
carried on an extensive and successful busi- 
ness in this line until 1876, when he began 
coal operating. He opened a number of 
banks and has done an extensive business in 


the line of supplying the local trade. In 1867 
he purchased a farm of forty-four acres in | 
South Palatine,and has since remained upon it, | 
and at the present time is living in comparative | 
retirement. Politically, he was of the party | 
of Clay and Harrison, but upon the dissolu- | 
tion of that party became a democrat. Since | 
1854, Mr. Barnes has been a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and has been a life-long 
member of the Presbyterian church. | 
On April 13, 1862, Mr. Barnes was united 
in marriage with Eliza, a daughter of John | 
Dorsey, of Morgantown, this State. Four 
children have blessed their union. They are: | 
Charles B., a printer by trade; Mary L., who | 
was educated in the Fairmont State Normal 
School, and is at present engaged as a music 
teacher ; Hattie M., who married Lee Hall, | 
of Palatine; and Virginia L., the wife of D. 


B. Leonard, of Palatine. 


2a 


ILLIAM. H. BARNES, an old and | 
highly respected citizen and prosperous 
farmer of Union district, this county, is a son 
of Abraham and Mary (Hall) Barnes, and was 
born November 25, 1814; and has followed 
farming and stock-raising all his life, except | 
a period of about fifteen years, during which 
he was engaged in rafting timber on the 
Monongahela river. He owns a large farm 
of over seven hundred acres in one body, 
situated in Union district, and is one of the 
most prosperous and successful farmers in | 
Marion county. He has taken an active 


part in organizing and developing a number of | 


other enterprises of an industrial and financial 


nature. He was one of the organizers, and 


_ for a number of years a director of the Marion 


Machine works; helped to organize the Fair- 
mont timber company, now defunct, and also 
the First National Bank of Fairmont, being 
the first one to pay in his subscribed stock. 
He is a democrat in political faith, and has 
been twice elected justice of the peace, but 
refused to take out his commission in both 
instances. He has held all the minor offices 
of the Methodist Protestant church, of which 
he has been a consistent member for over a 
half century. He has been twice married, his 
first union was on June 29, 1842, with Sarah, 
a daughter of Thomas Case, who at one time 
was sheriff of Monongalia county. Four chil- 
dren were the issue of this marriage: Rebecca 
Isabelle, widow of F. M. Knight, she now 
resides in Palatine, this county; Thomas 
Westley, who died in boyhood; Ephraim M. 
and Nancy, both died in early childhood. His 
second marriage was, on June 29, 1852, with 
Mary, daughter of Samuel Lynn. To this union 
eight children were born, as follows: Samuel 
W., a farmer, of Union district; Noah, at 
home; Louisa Ellen, wife of John D. Radford, 
a farmer, of Union district ; James W., a miller, 
of Palatine; Mary A., who is married, and 
also of Union district ; George W., a farmer, of 
near Colfax, this county, Charles L., John T. 


———_——_. 


yes A. HAGGERTY, the subject of 

this sketch, was born in Morgan county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), June 7, 1853, 
and removed from there with his parents 
to near St. Louis, Missouri, in 1858. His 
mother’s health becoming impaired by the 
climate, the family returned to Virginia in the 
following year, and located in Taylor county, 
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where, in the winter of that year, his mother | 
died. The remainder of the family then | 


located in Marion county, where he has since | 


resided. 


He early learned the trade of his | 


father, that of a blacksmith, with whom he | 
worked when not at school, until 1875, when | 


he entered his chosen profession, that of the | 


law, and in 1877 located at Fairmont, Marion | 
| came of the Maryland family of Harrises, and 


county, where he has from the first been very 
successful. 


In 1879 he was united in marriage with | 


Beulah B. West, a daughter of James G. and 
Sarah West, and granddaughter of James P. 
Arnett, who formerly 
county in the Virginia legislature. 
riage proved a happy one, and unto it were 
born five children, two of whom died in in- 
fancy; the remaining three, all boys, are living 
with their parents. 

Mr. Haggerty is an ardent democrat, and 
twice served his party successfully as chair- 
man of the county committee, and was, in 
1886, elected by his party to the office of 
prosecuting attorney of his county, and for 
four years filled that position to the entire 
satisfaction of all parties, but declined a re- 
nomination at the expiration of his term of 
service. He attended the common schools, 
and finally gaduated at Mount St. Mary Uni- 
versity, at Emmettsburg, Maryland. 
school he studied law, and was admitted to 
practice in March, 1875. 

Mr. Haggerty was the youngest child of a 


family of three, one daughter and two sons, | 


children of James M. Haggerty and Sarah A. 
Harris, who were married in 1849, at the close 
of the War with Mexico, in which his father, 
James M. Haggerty, served under General 
Scott. 

James M. Haggerty was a man of education 
and a Virginian by birth, was an ardent 


represented Marion | 
The mar- | 


Leaving | 











democrat, a stanch Union man, and in the 
fight for secession in his native State stood up 
for the preservation of the nation, and for that 
reason, principally, removed to the western 
part of the State, where he continued to reside 
until his death, which occurred in the year 
1890, at the age of seventy-three years. 

The mother of the subject of this sketch 


| was born and reared in or near Baltimore, 


but when a young lady removed to the State 
of Virginia with her parents, where she was 
afterwards married. She died in 1859, leaving 
three children, the youngest of whom is the 
subject of this sketch, who was then a little 
The other two children 
have since died, so that Mr. Haggerty is the 


over five years old. 


only remaining member of the family now liv- 
ing. His grandmother, Maria Harris, resides 
at Cold Stream, in the county of Hampshire, 
West Virginia, is seventy-nine years of age, 
and is hale and hearty. 


“2s. 


IEUT. JOHN RANDOLPH MORGAN, 

a Union soldier of the late Civili War, 

and an active business man of Eldora, this 
state, is a son of Squire Jacob and Sarah (Mc- 
Donald) Morgan, and was born in what is now 
Winfield district, Marion county, West Vir- 
ginia, November 11, 1826. Hewas reared on 
the farm, received his education in the schools 
of that day and in early life engaged in the 
general mercantile business which he followed 
with good success at Boothsville, Fetterman, 
and Eldora, this state, until 1880, when he quit 
merchandizing in order to give his time more 
fully to his present farm and mill, the latter of 
which has a capacity of five barrels of flour 
per day. Attached to the grist-mill is a saw- 
mill which he operates during a part of the 
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year. When the late Civil War commenced | was the grandfather of the subject of this 
Mr. Morgan enlisted in a company of state | sketch. Morgan Morgan had a number of 


militia that was raised at Boothsville to help 
protect the county from Confederate raids, and 
was elected first lieutenant, which position he 
held until the company was disbanded two 
years later. On March 5, 1865, he enlisted in 
company “O,” Sixth West Virginia infantry, 
and served until June 1toth of the same year, 
when he was honorably discharged from the 
Federal service, as the war had ended and the 
government had no further use for the regi- 
ment. While in the militia service Lieutenant 
Morgan was engaged ina fight with General 
Jones’ Confederate force at Fairmont, where 
he was captured in acharge. He was paroled 
soon after being captured,as Jones was too 
hard pressed by the Union forces to carry 
prisoners back within the Confederate lines, 
and thus escaped the horrors of Libby prison 
or Andersonville. 

On August 30, 1849, Mr. Morgan married 
Louisa Bainbridge, a daughter of David Bain- 


bridge, a hotel keeper of Palatine. To Mr. and | 


Mrs. Morgan have been born seven children, 
five sons and two daughters: Rufus, a busi- 
ness man of Fairmont; Porter, who died in 
childhood; Olive; George B., a merchant. of 
Eldora; William, cashier of the Merchants’ 
Savings bank, of Grafton; Frank, an insurance 
agent at Grafton ; and Sarah. 

In politics Mr. Morgan is a republican, but 
has never taken any leading part in political 
affairs. 
his farm and various business enterprises. 

John Randolph Morgan is a member of that 


He has given his time exclusively to 


Welsh Morgan family whose members David 
Morgan and General Daniel Morgan figured so 
bravely and conspicuously in the Indian and 
Revolutionary Wars of the republic. Morgan 
Morgan, son of David Morgan of Indian fame, 








slaves and owned a large farm on Little creek 
where the Morgantown and Bridgeport pike 
crosses that stream. He married, and Jacob 
Morgan, father, was the youngest of his twelve 
children. Jacob Morgan was born about the 
year 1800 and died in 1875. In early 
and middle life he followed the timber and 
lumber business on the Monongahela river. 
He also owned a farm, and during the last 
twenty-three years of his life operated a 
saw-mill on Prickett’s creek, where he also built 
a grist-mill that was burned some time after 
its erection. He then built on the founda- 
tions of the burnt mill, a second flouring mill 
which he operated until his death. He wasa 
whig and republican in politics, and served for 
a number of years as a justice of the peace. 
‘Squire Jacob Morgan married Sarah McDow- 
ell, who was a daughter of James McDowell, 
a farmer of Taylor county, and some years 
after her death wedded Mrs. Elizabeth (Waldo) 
Martin. By his first marriage he had six sons 
and two daughters: Stephen, who died in 
childhood; Lieut. J. R.; Aaron, a farmer of 
Winfield district; Miranda, 
Moran, of Iowa and is dead; Stephen Hays, 


married Selva 


who was a Union soldier and fell at the Second 
battle of Bull Run; Evan, died in childhood; 
Jacob, Jr., who served as a soldier in the 
Union army and is now a farmer of Calhoun 
county; and Mary, who died in childhood. 
By his second marriage Squire Jacob Morgan 
had four children: Dr. David P., of Clarks- 
burg, who served three years in the Union 
army ; Frank, who served in the Union army 
for three years and is now a resident of one of 
the western states; Mrs. Emily Myers, now a 
widow; and Julia. 

The interesting history of David Morgan, 
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the Indian fighter, is given in the sketch of | 
the Morgan family that appears elsewhere in | 
this volume. | 


— Oe 


R. WILLIAM H. KUNST, who is a 


successful physician of Fairmont, was | 


born at Grafton, Taylor county, West Virginia, 
May 26, 1866. He received his education in 


the public schools of Grafton, and when twenty | 
years old commenced reading medicine with | 
Dr. Warder, of Grafton. 
quired course of reading he spent two years | 
at the University of Maryland, and then | 


Completing the re- | 


entered Starling Medical college, of Columbus, | 
Ohio, from which he was graduated March 5, | 
1890, with second honors, in a class of one 
He 
located at Point Marion, Pennsylvania, where | 


hundred and fifty graduating members. 


he was compelled to leave a good practice in 
1894, on account of his wife’s health becoming 
On 
October 16, 1894, he located at Fairmont, 
where he is building up a good and lucrative 


impaired by the climate of that place. 


practice. He is a republican and a Lutheran, 
and has been a member for some time of 
Grafton Lodge, No. 31, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. On August 28, Dr. Kunst 
married Anna L. Fisher, a daughter of Adam 
L. Fisher, of Fairmont. 


been born one child, a daughter, named 


To their union have 


Frances Louise, who is deceased. For an- 
cestry, see the sketch of his father, Charles 





F. W. Kunst, of Grafton, West Virginia. 


RESLEY B. OGDEN, M. D., one of 
Fairmont’s leading physicians and sur- 
geons, and a successful specialist in diseases | 
of the eye, throat and ear, is a son of William | 
and Sarah (McIntyre) Ogden, and was born 


April 29, 1837, in Marion county, Virginia 


(now West Virginia). The Ogden family is 
one of the pioneer families of the Monon- 
In the dark 
and perilous days succeeding the great revo- 


gahela valley, in West Virginia. 


lutionary struggle, Thomas Ogden left the 
comforts of a pleasant home in eastern Vir- 
ginia and became a pioneer of civilization in 
Harrison county when it was a dense wilder- 
ness, inhabited by wild beasts and frequented 
by wilder men—the Indians. He cleared out 
a farm, but had numerous adventures with the 
red lords of the forest in the earlier years of 
his settlement. His son, William Ogden, the 
father of Dr. Ogden, was born in 1802, and 
passed the greater part of his life as a farmer 
in Harrison county, about eight miles from 
Fairmont, where he died. He wedded Sarah 
McIntyre, a daughter of the celebrated Indian 
fighter, James McIntyre, who came from 
eastern Virginia, and made a clearing in Har- 
rison county, near the one of Thomas Ogden, 
before mentioned. James McIntyre had nu- 
merous encounters with the Indians, who were 
eager to capture him. Among the last des- 
perate struggles with the red men that he 
had was the one when they invaded the little 
settlement near Fairmont and captured his 
brother Charles and the latter’s wife. 
McIntyre, whose wife and family had es- 


James 


caped to a small frontier fort, raised a party of 
whites and pursued the Indians so hotly that 
they could not escape with the incumbrance 
of their two prisoners, Charles McIntyre and 
his wife, whom they brutally murdered. After 
this horrible murder they succeeded in escap- 
ing across the Ohio river and their raids be- 
came fewer in numbers and ceased entirely 
after Wayne broke the Indian power in the 
Ohio valley forever at the battle of the Fallen 
Timbers. 

To William and Sarah (McIntyre) Ogden 
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were born nine children, all of whom grew | 





to manhood and womanhood: Thomas; 
and Julia Ann (twins); George, Robert, 
Ellery, Dr. Presley B., Osborne, and Jasper. 


| 


Moyes and Bull, of New York City. He also 


| tooka special course in practical surgery under 
_ Dr. Bryant, of New York, and later took a 


All of these children are dead except Dr. | 


Presley B., whose name appears at the head | 


of this sketch. 
.Presley B. Ogden was reared in his native 


county, and received his education under the | 


celebrated Professor J. R. Moore, in the 
famous old Monongalia academy, which was 
merged into the West Virginia University. 
He received a certificate of efficiency in the 
prescribed course of the academy. 

While at Monogalia academy he directed 
his energies with a view to the study of 
medicine, and received especial mention as 
being unusually proficient in the prescribed 
course on anatomy, physiology, and hygiene. 
Leaving school he commenced the study of 
medicine with Dr. Jesse Flowers, of Harri- 
son county, and finished the required course 


of reading under the preceptorship of Dr. J. | 


M. Lazelle, of Fairmont. He first entered 
Starling Medical College, of Columbus, Ohio, 
and later matriculated at Jefferson Medical 
College, of Philadelphia, from which time- 
honored and popular institution he received a 
diploma in 1866. He then located in Dod- 
dridge county, which he soon left to establish 
himself about eight miles from Fairmont. In 
18— he came to Fairmont, where he has 
been in continuous and successful practice up 
to the present time. 
tice Dr. Ogden has yielded to his ardent 
desire to keep abreast of the times and the 


most advanced medical thought of the age, | 
and has taken special courses upon various | 
subjects in connection with his profession. | 


He took a special course on the eye, ear, and 
throat, under the renowned specialists, Drs. 


During his long prac- | 





special course in gynecology, under the pre- 
ceptorship of Dr. Thomas, of the same city. 

In 1863 Dr. Presley B. Ogden was united 
in marriage with Mary Ellen Coombs, of 
Monongalia county. Dr. and Mrs. Ogden 
have four children: Professor Howard N., 
who isa graduate of the universities of West 
Virginia and Virginia, read law and, after 
being admitted to the bar, was appointed 
to his present responsible position as pro- 
fessor of law in the Chicago law university ; 
W. C.,a practicing and successful physician of 
Fairmont; Herschel C., a graduate of the West 
Virginia University, and now a resident of 
Wheeling, where he is editor of the Wheeling 
Evening Daily News ; and Cora V. 

Dr. Ogden takes no active interest in political 
affairs beyond an intelligent interest and exer- 
cising his right of suffrage. He has given his 
life thought to the great profession in which 
he worthily labors. He is well and favorably 
known by the public, holds a high place in 
the respect of his fellow-practitioners through- 
out the State, and has achieved for himself 


honor and success. Thorough preparation, 


| special study and wide and varied experience, 


have been the means by which he has achieved 
some measure of his professional success. 
After long and patient years of hard and pro- 
gressive work, Dr. Ogden is now reaping the 
reward of his energy, industry, and integrity. 


——_ 9 


ACKWELL M. AYERS, a successful 
druggist, and a prominent citizen of 
Palatine, Marion county, West Virginia, is a 
son of Daniel H. and Hannah (Bunner) Ayers, 
and was born at Harrisonville, Ritchie county, 
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West Virginia, March 16, 1854. His father | 
was a native of the Old Dominion, born in | 
Rockbridge county, and died in Palatine in | 
1876, having, after a number of changes, lo- | 
cated there in 1868. He married Hannah | 
Bunner, who was born December 14, 1826. | 
To their marriage six children have been born: | 
Anna Belle, the wife of O. S. McKinney, | 
a prominent business man of Fairmont; — 
Zackwell M., subject; Mary Ellen, the wife | 
of B. L. Butcher, whose sketch appears in 
this book; Frank P., train-dispatcher for the | 
Georgia Central railroad at Macon, Georgia ; | 
Maggie E., the wife of U. N. Arnett, a 
prominent and successful attorney-at-law of 
Fairmont, and Alonzo A., 
the printing-office of O.S. McKinney, and has | 
charge of the printing of the books of the State | 
Supreme Court. 

Z. M. Ayers obtained his education in the 
public schools of Fairmont and Palatine. 


who is foreman in 


Leaving school he learned the tanner’s trade, 
which he followed for a period of fifteen con- — 
secutive years. At the expiration of this time 
in 1881 he entered the office of B. L. Butcher, 
then state superintendent of public instruction 
for the State of West Virginia, as chief clerk. 
He filled this position about two years, when he 


became a hotel clerk in Wheeling for one year. | 
His next position was that of a drug clerk at 
Piedmont, West Virginia, which position he 
filled three years, when he removed to Fair- 
mont and embarked in the drug business on | 
his own account. Here he formed a partner- 

ship with Dr. H. M. Ogden under the firm- 

name of Ogden and Ayers. This partnership | 
continued but one year, when it was amicably | 
dissolved, and Mr. Ayers opened a drug-store 


in Palatine, which he has since conducted suc- 
cessfully. He is a member of the Knights of | 
Pythias and the Ancient Order of United | 


| among the earliest settlers of Virginia. 


| Preston county, near where 


jeslenien: He married Emma J., a daughter 
of Daniel R. Tennant, of this county, May 13, 
1885, and to them have been born two chil- 
dren: J. Clark, born July 2, 1886, and Joseph 
A., born July 7, 1892. 
in Monongalia county in 1828, but removed to 


Mr. Tennant was born 


Fairview in 1871, where he has since been 


engaged in the milling business. He is re- 


_ garded as a careful and conscientious business 


man, and a good and reputable citizen. 
S. 


Ors S. McKINNEY was born near what 
is now the post-office of Hoult, in Win- 








field district, Marion county, West Virginia, 
on September 30, 1848. He is the seventh 
child of John S. and Matilda C. McKinney. 
John Spencer McKinney, his father, was the 
eldest child of Luke McKinney, who was a 
descendant of a branch of that McKinney 
family of Scotch-Irish ancestry who were 
The 
earliest ancestor of Owen S. McKinney who 
first ventured into the wilds of western Vir- 
ginia was William McKinney, the father of 


| Luke and the great-grandfather of the subject 


of this sketch, who crossed the Blue Ridge 
mountains, and settled in the South Branch 
valley, near where the town of Romney now 
stands, as early as 1760. Here his son Luke 


and other members of the family were born. 


Upon arriving at maturity, Luke married 
Ailse Spencer, and shortly afterward, early in the 
nineteenth century, removed to a point on 
Decker’s creek, near where the town of Mor- 
gantown is now located. At this place John 
S. McKinney was born, in 1811. Luke Mc- 
Kinney, his father, afterwards removed to 
the town of 
Reedsville is now situated, where he died in 
1863, at an advanced age. 
him several years. 


His wife survived 
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John S. McKinney aie Matilda C. Sul- 
livan in 1831. She was the youngest daugh- 
ter of Patrick and Henrietta Sullivan, and was 
born in 1809. Her father, Patrick Sullivan, 
1750. His wife 
Patrick Sullivan 


served as a soldier in the Continental army 


was born in Ireland about 
was also of Irish birth. 


under General Daniel Morgan, and partici- | 


pated in nearly all the battles of Virginia, 


| 
| 


opment company, an organization of business 
men which has done a great deal for the 
| growth and development of the town of Fair- 
mont, West Virginia. He has been the sec- 
retary and a member of the board of directors 
of that company since its organization. 

Mr. McKinney is a prominent Mason and 


Odd Fellow, and was grand master of the 


latter organization in 1885, for the State of 


North and South Carolina during that memo- | 


rable struggle, 
Cowpens, where, tradition says, 
guished himself by acts of special bravery. 
He afterwards, though nearly sixty years of 
age, enlisted in the War of 1812 in Captain 
Thomas Moore’s company of the Twelfth 
United States volunteers, was wounded at the 
battle of Williamsburg, Canada, and was dis- 
charged for disability in May, 1814. He died 
in Clarksburg, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
in 1841. 

Mr. McKinney was educated in the common 
schools of his State, served an apprenticeship 


in a printing office, and has always been more | 
or less connected with the business of print- | 


ing and publishing, though he is concerned 


with many other business operations, to 
which he has for several years past devoted 
most of his time and energies. As a news- 


paper writer he has achieved considerable of a 


reputation throughout his State as an editor | 


of force and ability, and as a business man he 
has been quite successful along every line in 
which he has engaged. 

At the present time, Mr. McKinney is one 
of the editors and publishers of the Fairmont 
Index, the leading Democratic paper of the 
Second Congressional district of West Vir- 
ginia. He is largely interested in the devel- 
opment of his county and section, and was 


one of the promoters of the Fairmont Devel- | 


including the battle of the | 
he distin- | 





West Virginia. 
political honors, and has only held such pub- 


He has never aspired for 


lic offices as mayor of the municipality in 
which he lived, member of the school board, 
and member of the local board of regency for 
the State Normal School at Fairmont, where 
he resides. 

Mr. McKinney married Annabel Ayers in 
1874. Her mother, Hannah Ayers, was a 
Mrs. 


Bunner was a member of the Springer family, 


daughter of Joseph and Nancy Bunner. 


whose connections are wide-spread, and who 
trace their ancestry back in a direct line to 
Christopher Springer, who was a Swedish 
nobleman who emigrated to America in 1630 
The 
fruits of their union are Elnora, born in 1875 ; 
Margaret Ellen, born in 1878; Odell Payne, 
born in 1880; Gertrude (since deceased), born 
in 1883; and Mary Louise, bornin 1890. Mr. 
McKinney resides in a beautiful home, in an 


and settled near Wilmington, Delaware. 


attractive location on the south side, in Fair- 
mont, West Virginia. 








S 


ILLIAM T. HARTMAN.—The great 
natural resources of Marion county, 

West Virginia, have been an inducement to a 
number of energetic and thorough-going 
business men to locate within its borders. To 
such men the town of Fairmont owes much 
of its development and substantial business 
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| 


prosperity. Prominent among this class is | the following officers: J. M Hartley, presi- 
_ dent; M. L. Hutchinson, vice-president; H. 


the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. 


He is a son of Samuel and Margaret (Max- | 


well) Hartman, and was born in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, April 16, 1865. 


His father is | 


of German parentage, his grandfather having | 


emigrated to the United States about 1830, 
and for a time lived in Pittsburg, but later re- 
moved to Wheeling, where he died. 

Samuel Hartman (father) is one of Wheel- 
ing’s pioneers, having lived in that city over 
forty years, and until recently he was engaged 
in grape culture and was quite successful. 
His marriage to Margaret Maxwell, a daugh- 
ter of James Maxwell, of Washington county, 


Pennsylvania, resulted in the birth of four | 


children: Samuel and James are deceased ; 
William T. (subject); and Virginia, wife of 
John D. May, of Wheeling, West Virginia. 


The Maxwells are a very old family in 


Pennsylvania, of Scotch-Irish descent; the 
first families came to America before the 
Revolution, and some of them took part in 
that struggle for independence. 

William T. Hartman was educated in the 
common schools of Wheeling, and then took 
a commercial course in Frazier’s Business 
College, of that city. For three years, under 
the administration of President Arthur, he 
was employed in the post-office in Wheeling. 
For several years he was a traveling sales- 


man for the following well-known wholesale | 
| Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 


houses: George K. McMechen and Son and 
George S. Feeny. While traveling in this 


capacity he saw an opening in Fairmont fora | 
wholesale grocery, and after consulting with | 


some business men of that place, the West 
Virginia Grocery and Candy company was 
organized January 1, 1893. 
same year, the firm was incorporated, with 


July 14, of the | 





F. Smith, secretary; and William T. Hart- 
They 
have erected on the corner of Second street 
and Fairmont avenue a store-room and fac- 


man, treasurer and general manager. 


tory, which for its convenience of arrange- 
ment, completeness of equipment, and beauty 
of architectural design, is the equal of any in 
The 
building is forty feet wide, one hundred feet 


the country outside of the large cities. 


deep, and four stories high. The material 
used in the construction of this ideal business 
block is brick, with a pressed-brick and plate- 
The West 
Virginia Grocery and Candy company carry 


glass front and stone trimmings. 


on a wholesale grocery business and manu- 
facture candy. They draw upon central West 
Virginia and parts of Maryland and Pennsyl- 
Their trade from the 
start was encouraging, and has steadily in- 


vania for their market. 


creased, and in this short space of time, under 
the personal management of Mr. Hartman, 
who has given it his entire attention from the 
beginning, they have taken front rank in the 
wholesale trade of West Virginia. 

In fraternal matters, Mr. Hartman stands 
deservedly high, being a member of Ohio 
Lodge, No. 1, Free and Accepted Masons ; 
Wheeling Chapter, No. 1, Royal Arch 
Wheeling Commandery, No. 1, 
Knights Templar; and Osiris Temple, Ancient 


Masons; 


Mr. Hartman is also a prominent member 
of the Fairmont Chamber of Commerce, and 
When 
anything of public interest is to be done he 


is at present treasurer of that body. 


is always found in the front ranks, and is un- 
tiring in his labors for the advancement of 
Fairmont’s prosperity. 
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HON. B. F. MARTIN. 





se ~@ fiteaet 


J mew! « wai. 


AY LOR GOWN EY: 


| ea BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MAR- 

TIN was born near Farmington, Marion 
county, Va. (now West Virginia), October 2, 
1828, and died in Grafton, January 20, 1895. 


His father, Jesse B. Martin, was among the © 


early settlers of Buffalo creek, then in Harri- 
son county, where he devoted himself to the 
business of farming. The subject of this sketch 
was brought up asa tiller of the soil, devoting 
the first twenty-one years of his life to that 
honest vocation. He had but limited school 





advantages in his early life, but soon after — 


he reached his majority he matriculated as a 
student of Allegheny college, Meadville, Penn- 
sylvania, from which he graduated, with first 
honors, as a bachelor of arts, in June, 1854. 
After graduation at college he returned to 
Marion county and taught school eighteen 
months in Fairmont, during which time he 
studied law. 
commenced practice in March, 1856, locating 


the following November at Pruntytown, then | 


the seat of justice of Taylor county, where he 
remained until a few years ago. When Graf- 
3—1 


He was admitted to the barand | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| distinguished lawyer. 


ton was made the county seat, he moved his 
office to Grafton, where he resided until his 
death. 

For many years Mr. Martin devoted his 
undivided energies to the practice of his pro- 
fession, and as a reward for his toil became a 
For a quarter of a 
century he had been a leading member of the 
bar of his adopted county. 

Often solicited to become a candidate for 
office, Mr. Martin wisely refused until he had 
established himself as an attorney of promise 
When the 
democratic party came into power in West 
Virginia in 1871, it was decided by it that 
a new constitution should be framed. A con- 


and with a reputation fully made. 


vention was accordingly called for that pur- 
pose in 1872, and Mr. Martin was chosen a 
delegate from Taylor county. Being a good 
lawyer and a superior debater he took a high 
rank in the convention, and was one of its 
most useful and active members. The same 
year he was a delegate to the National 


Democratic convention that met in Baltimore 
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2 BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





Mr. Martin opposed the nomination of Horace 


Greeley, but in the campaign that followed he | 
_ tation of being scrupulously honest in the 


gave him active and earnest support. 
In the fall of 1872 he was a candidate for 


Congress in the Second district of West Vir- 


ginia on the democratic ticket. The new con- 
stitution was adopted at a special election, 
August 22, of that year. Hon. J. M. Hagans 
was voted for as a member of Congress that 
day, receiving 3,441 votes. Mr. Martin did not 


allow himself to be voted for at that time, but 


appeared as the regular candidate of his party | 
at the October election, receiving 5,998 votes. | 





On the same day J. Nelson Wisner, Rep., re- | 
ceived 1,698 votes, and D. D. T. Farnsworth, | 
1,321 votes. Governor Jacob certified to Con- | 


gress the result of both elections, anda contest 
followed. Congress admitted Mr. Hagans as 
the duly elected member, notwithstanding the 
committee of elections reported in favor of 
Mr. Martin. In 1876 Mr. Martin was again 
his party’s candidate for Congress, and was 
elected by a majority of 3,743. In 1876 he was 
re-elected by nearly 8,000 majority. 
in Congress Mr. Martin was attentive to his 
duties, and was an efficient representative. 


a lawyer no one can truthfully say a word 
against his integrity, for he enjoyed the repu- 


| practice of his profession. 


Outside of his immediate Mr. 
Martin will be most missed by the poor and 


family, 


by the enterprising business men of the 
county. No deserving poor man ever appealed 
to him in vain, either for alms or assistance in 
the courts. He tried more cases without 
compensation than are tried by most men for 
fees. 


very extensive, and every honest litigant found 


His practice for fully thirty years was 


in hima ready, safe and loyal counsel, without 
any regard to compensation. He was as active 
in church, school, and Sabbath-school work 


as in professional duties. In politics he had 


_ strong convictions, but was honorable and 


While | 


No West Virginia congressman left behind | 


him a more faithful or more honorable record. | 


Mr. 
devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church. He was a lay-delegate to the general 
conference of 1876; was president of the lay- 
electoral conference of that church held at 
Parkersburg, October, 1887, and was one 
at 
Buckhannon, and treasurer of the board of 


He had been active in charitable 


the trustees of the conference seminary 


trustees. 
works for more than a generation, and bore 


the good will of all who knew him. In poli- 


tical campaigns he was always fair and up- | 


right, scorning everything dishonorable. As 


Martin from early manhood was a.) 


of | 


| 


straightforward. He believed in his party as 
he believed in his church creed, and served it 
with the same fidelity. He was equally frank 
and faithful in his friendships. His inherent 
honesty and sense of honor made it impos- 
sible for him to be a hypocrite in anything. 

The members of Grafton Lodge, No. 15, 
A. F. and A. M., of which Mr. Martin was for 
many years a member, had charge of the 
funeral exercises after leaving the church, and 
about forty members of the fraternity accom- 
panied the remains to Fairmont, together with 
a delegation of the Taylor county bar and 
many other citizens. At Fairmont the Ma- 
sonic fraternity there and a large concourse 
of friends joined the funeral procession, which 
at once proceeded to the cemetery, where the 
body was deposited in its last resting place 
with the ceremonies of the order. 

In November, 1854, Mr. Martin and Miss N. 
E. Carlin, daughter of James Carlin, an old 
and respected citizen of Meadville, Pennsyl- 
vania, were happily married. 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 3 





EONARD MALLONEE, cashier of the 
First National Bank of Grafton, West 
Virginia, and a man of character, standing 
and influence in private and public life, isa 
son of William and Thomazine (Keirle) Mal- 
lonee, and was born in the city of Baltimore, 
Maryland, August 31, 1833. His parental 
grandfather, Leonard Mallonee, was of French 
descent, and resided in Anne Arundel county, 
Maryland, where his son, William Mallonee, 
was born March 20, 1801. William Mallonee 
received a good common English education, 
and upon attaining his majority went to Bal- 
timore, where he served as clerk in mercantile 
houses for several months. 
that time he embarked there in the retail dry- 
goods business, and afterwards in the whole- 
sale drygoods business, in which he con- 
tinued up to 1843, in which year he came to 
Pruntytown, Taylor county, then a part of 
Harrison county. He was in the general 
mercantile business at Pruntytown from 1843 
to 1852, when he purchased the Meadiand 
farm, five miles from the town, and gave his 
attention to its management up to 1865, in 
which year he went to Grafton, where he lived 
life.” “He “died 


a comparatively retired in 


August, 1880, when in the eightieth year of | 


He was a member and deacon of 
the Baptist church, in whose work he took an 
active and prominent part. 


his age. 


He served one 
In 1831 Mr. Mal- 
lonee married Thomazine Keirle, who was 


term as mayor of Grafton. 


born May 20, 1810, and died February 18, | 


1879. She was a daughter of John W. 


Keirle, of English descent, and a prominent | 


wholesale boot and shoe dealer of Baltimore, 
who perished on board the steamer “ Lexing- 
ton,” that burned in Long Island sound in 
1841. Mr.and Mrs. Mallonee had a family 
of eleven children: Hon. John K., an ex- 


member of the Pennsylvania legislature, and 
a merchant of Townville, that state; Achsah, 
wife of James K. Smith, a merchant of Fet- 
terman; Leonard, subject; Emily, who mar- 


ried George F. Smith, of Grafton; William, 





now a resident of Grafton; Matthew M., of 
Wichita, Kansas; George W., in the employ 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad com- 
pany; Helen B., widow of Major F. J. Cather, 
who served with distinction in the Confeder- 
ate army; Eliza A., married F. J. Minor, of 
Harrison county, and is now deceased; Cleon 
K., a resident of Colorado, and one child 


| that died at four years of age. 
At the end of | 


Leonard Mallonee was reared principally in 
Taylor county, and received his education in 
the Pruntytown schools and Rector college. 
When but a mere boy his father commenced 
training him for the mercantile business, and 
after several years’ experience as a clerk and 
manager in his father’s store he went to Fet- 
terman, where he became a partner with Col. 
Jas. K. Smith in the general mercantile busi- 
ness, which they conducted there until 1866. 
He then moved to Grafton, and was a mem- 
ber of the general mercantile firm of Mallonee 


_ and Evans for one year, when his health 








became so impaired that he withdrew and 
sought a more active and out-door business, 
which he found in the management of the 
Grafton flouring mills, which he owned and 
operated up to 1874. In October, 1873, he 
had helped to organize the First National 
Bank of Grafton, and was elected as one of its 
directors, and when he quit milling became 
a clerk in the bank. He soon was made tel- 
ler and then assistant cashier, and in 1890 was 


| elected as cashier, which position he still 


holds. The First National Bank was organ- 
ized with a capital stock of $50,000, which 
has been increased until it is now $85,000, with 
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a surplus of $65,000, which shows its substan- 
tial character and tells the story of its pros- 
perity. General George W. Brown was its 
first president, and was succeeded by the 
present incumbent, Thomas F. Davis. The 
assistant cashier is Chas. R. Durbin, and the 
teller is G. H. H. Kunst, while the directors 
are: John Bradshaw, S. L. Allen, John George 
Brinkman, John Doonan, John W. Hamilton, 
C. F. W. Kunst, James K. Smith and George 
M. Whitescarver. Mr. Mallonee takes inter- 
est in his borough aside from its financial 
affairs, and was one of the organizers of the 
Grafton Electric Light company, of which he 
is a director. 

On May 19, 1859, Mr. Mallonee was united 
in marriage with Cornelia H. Smith, a daugh- 
ter of Chas. C. Smith, a native of Virginia, 
and then a resident of Preston county. To 
this union were born two children: Charles 
W., who died at fourteen years of age; and 
Carrie Ashby, who wedded John W. Cow- 
herd, a farmer, and has six children: Leonard 
M., James Y., Cornelius H., Mary J., Kath- 
erine and John. 

In business Mr. Mallonee has always been 
prompt, active and conservative. His long 
past experience has been of such a character 


in several different lines of business as to fully | 


qualify him for the right management and 


successful prosecution of any enterprise 


requiring close care and intelligent direction. 
a ee 


ILLIAM L. GRANT, M.D., of Grafton, 


whose successful career as a profes- | 


sional man has spanned nearly half a century, 
is a physician of ability and skill, and a man 
of education and culture. He is a son of 
Chapman and Mary (Jett) Grant, and was born 


in Harrison county, Virginia (now West Vir- 








ginia), July 23, 1822. Chapman Grant was of 
English descent, and a native of Culpeper 
county, in the middle section of the great val- 
ley of Virginia. He was born in 1776, and 
his earliest childhood memories were of the 
closing struggles of the Revolutionary War 
upon the soil of his native state, where the 
sword and the torch of the British and tories 
swept through many a fair district, and left 
desolation and ruin. He received his educa- 
tion in the excellent private and select schools 
for which Virginia was then noted a century 
ago, and grew to manhood in his native 
county, where he married and lived until 1806. 
In that year he joined the tide of emigration 
which was pouring over the Blue Ridge and 
the Alleghenies into the northwestern part of 
trans-Alleghenian Virginia, and came to Har- 
rison county, where he purchased a farm ten 
miles south of Clarksburg, and spent the re- 
maining years of his life. He died at the ad- 
vanced age of about eighty-two years. Living 
in the age when Virginia’s statesmen were 
prominent and leading spirits in the political 
affairs of the Nation, he was a firm advocate of 
the principles of Jeffersonian democracy, in 
which he had been reared. He was a polished 
gentleman of the old school, and possessed 
that high spirit and generous hospitality that 
are predominant traits of character of the de- 
scendants of the old and cultured families of 
Virginia. 

Chapman Grant married Mary Jett,and had 
a family of nine children, of whom three sons 
and five daughters grew to manhood and 
womanhood. Mrs. Grant was a daughter of 





Jett, and passed away in 1840, when 


| In about the sixty-fifth year of his age. 


William L. Grant grew to manhood in his 
native county, and received his education in 
the ordinary schools of his neighborhood and 
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the old Clarksburg Academy, then one of the 
leading educational institutions of Western 
Virginia. After completing his academical 
education, he studied medicine Dr 
William U. Smith, a leading physician of 
Clarksburg, and entered Jefferson Medical 
college, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from 


with 


which famous and time-honored institution he 
was graduated in the class of 1856. Imme- 
diately after graduation he commenced the 
practice of medicine at Rockford, in Harrison 
county, but soon removed to a favorable loca- 
tion in Lewis county, where he remained for 
eight years. At the end of that time he re- 
turned to Harrison county, and in 1871 re- 
moved to Grafton, where he has a large and 
remunerative practice, built up by years of 
active, earnest and skillful professional services. 
He entered the Federal service, in 1861, as 
surgeon of the Ninth West Virginia infantry, 
but was compelled to resign before a year on 
account of ill health. He is a member of the 
West Virginia State Medical Association, and 
takes a deep interest in the advancement of 
his profession. 

On the 16th of September, 1841, Dr. Grant 
was united in marriage to Mary E. Lyons, a 
daughter of David Lyons, of Clark county, 
Virginia. To their union have been born five 
children: Horace W., who died at twenty 
years of age; James A., a druggist of Grafton; 
Adolphus S., a railroad superintendent, who 
has resided for several years in Texas; Dr. 
William Lucian, who is now a practicing 
physician of Colorado; and Henry L., engaged 
in the general mercantile business in Grafton. 

Dr. William L. Grant is an old-time demo- 
crat of the Jeffersonian school, and has always 
taken an intelligent part and interest in state 
and national politics. He is a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church and Mystic 








Lodge, No. 75, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of Grafton, West Virginia. He is well 
preserved for his years, and is a man of fine 
The 


greater part of the time of Dr. Grant is devoted 


personal appearance and manners. 


to his profession, and he never neglects an 
opportunity to widen his knowledge of medi- 
cine, or to study closely the most successful 
methods of treating diseases. 





——————o 

AMES A. GRANT, a prominent business 

man of Grafton, and a director in the 
Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Savings Bank of 
that town, is a son of William L. and Mary 
(Lyons) Grant, and was born April 5, 1844, 
in Harrison county, West Virginia (then Vir- 
ginia). 

William L. Grant, father, was born in Har- 
rison county, West Virginia, (then Virginia.) 
He grew to manhood in his native county, and 
received his education in the ordinary schools 
of the neighborhood and the old Clarksburg 
In the days of the Civil War he was 
commissioned as a surgeon of the Ninth West 


academy. 


Virginia cavalry, and would have rendered his 
flag and country good service, had not he been 
obliged to resign on account of ill health. Dr. 
Grant’s reputation as a physician is well estab- 
lished, as the large and remunerative practice 
which he enjoys will testify. He is a man of 
sterling worth and integrity, and he has sought 
to so impress his personality and principles in 
that of his children that they might by the 
same honest and patient perseverance win 
success for themselves. 

James A. Grant received his mental educa- 
tion and training in the public schools of Har- 
rison county, and then took up the study of 
medicine under the preceptorship of his father, 
intending to pursue the profession of medicine; 
but his health failing, he was compelled to 
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give up all idea of a professional career. 


\ 
1 


He | 


then turned his attention to business pursuits. | 
In 1869 he embarked in the drug business in | 


Philippi, this State, where he remained until 
1872, when he came to Grafton, where he has 


remained ever since, engaged in the same line | 


of business, conducting one of the largest 
establishments in the county. He was one of 
the organizers and is one of the directors of 


the Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Saving Bank | 


of Grafton, West Virginia, and is alive to | 


every measure that tends to the development 
and the progress of the city of Grafton. His 
judgment is sought after by all who know the 
business qualifications which he possesses. 


Being a director in the above-named bank, he | 


shows the keen judgment and conservative 


policy of the successful man of the world in all | 


its business transactions, which the directors 
have under their general supervision. 

In Masonic circles he stands deservedly 
high, by having observed the laws and teach- 
ings of that old and well-tried order. He 


holds his membership in Mystic Lodge, No. | 


75, A. F. and A. M., and Copestone Chapter, 
No. 17, Royal Arch Masons. 

On September 20, 1866, Mr. Grant was 
united in marriage with Narcissa Jackson, a 
very estimable young woman, and daughter of 
Blackwell Jackson, of Lewis county, West 
Virginia. Unto this matrimonial union there 
have been born four children, two of whom 
are deceased: Mary B., deceased; Lily, de- 
ceased; Anna L., and James J. 








(—) 


HARLES H. RECTOR, clerk of the 
County Court of Taylor county, is a man 

of good scholarship and excellent business 
ability. He is a son of Alfred and Frances 





(Yates) Rector, and was born one mile east of | 


Pruntytown, in Taylor county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), September 26, 1854. 

He is of German descent, and his paternal 
grandfather, Jesse Rector, was a native of 
Germany, and resided successively in Faulk- 
ner county, Virginia, and Taylor county, 
West Virginia. He came, in 1790, to one 
mile east of Pruntytown, where he purchased 
a farm and passed the last years of his life. 
His son, Alfred Rector, father, was born in 
1818, on the Taylor county farm, where he 
still resides, and has always followed farming. 
He was formerly an old-line whig, but has 
supported the republican party since the late 
Civil War. 
the Baptist church for fifty-five years, and 


He has been an active member ot 


stands well in his community as a man, a citi- 
He wedded Frances 
Yates, a daughter of William Yates, who was 


zen, and a neighbor. 


a native of Virginia, and who settled on 
Shelby run, near Webster, Taylor county. 
Mrs. Rector was born in 1824, and passed 
away July 18,1876. To Mr.and Mrs. Rector 
were born eleven children: Virginia, widow of 
James H. Gawthrop; Rebecca, wife of John 
T. Reynolds, of Taylor county; William M., 
a farmer, who wedded Martha J. Warder ; 
Julia A., wife of W. S. Sinsel, a farmer; Au- 
relius, who died at an early age; Melissa, wife 
of H. P. Zumbro, a farmer; Edgar N., who 
married Ermina J. Reynolds; Charles H., 
subject; Emma J., wife of James L. Wood- 
yard ; Fanny and another daughter, who both 
died young. 

Charles H. Rector received his education in 
the Pruntytown public schools and the Fair- 
mont State Normal school, from which well- 
known institution he was graduated in the 
class of 1877. Leaving school, he taught for 
five years in the public schools, and for two 


years in the Grafton graded school. At the 
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end of that time he was elected county super- 


intendent, and served satisfactorily in that | 


office for two years. In the same year he was 
appointed as deputy assessor for a term of 


two years, and some time after its close was 


elected, in 1884, as clerk of the County Court | 
of Taylor county, and was re-elected in 1892, © 


which position he still holds. In August, 1891, 
Mr. Rector helped to organize the Merchants’ 


and Mechanics’ Savings Bank of Grafton, and | 
served as vice-president until March 25, 1892, 


when he was elected president to succeed 
William Watkins, in which capacity he served 


until 1895. This bank hasa capital of $50,000, | 


and William Morgan is cashier. Mr. Rector 


was one of the charter members, and is at | 
present a director of the Grafton Building and © 


He is a member of Graf- 


15, 


Loan association. 


ton Lodge, No. Free and Accepted 


Masons; and Copestone Chapter, No. 12, | 


Royal Arch Masons. Mr. Rector is a member 
of the Baptist church, and has always been a 


republican in political affairs. As a business 


man he is careful, accurate, and conscientious, | 
and since engaging in banking has shown | 
that tact, judgment, and foresight so essential | 


to financial success, and the correct manage- 
In all of his 
public and private relations of life, he is well 


ment of moneyed institutions. 


known for honesty and integrity. 

‘On October 18, 1882, Mr. Rector married 
Augusta E. Mackin, daughter of R. T. 
Mackin, a native and resident of the state of 
Maryland. Their union has been blessed 
with three children: Clyde W., Luther M., 
and Frank L. 





=) 





OLONEL JAMES K. SMITH, a courteous 
gentleman, and an active business man of 
Fetterman, who once represented Taylor 


county in the Virginia house of delegates, and 


| Ne 
| who is now one of the prominent democratic 


leaders of northern West Virginia, is a son of 
| Abraham and Amy (Knotts) Smith, and was 
born at Williamsport, Harrison county, Vir- 
ginia (now Pruntytown, Taylor county, West 
Virginia). 
His paternal grandfather, James Smith, was 
of English descent, and resided in Hampshire 
_ county, where he was prominent and active in 
military and political affairs. He was a very 
ardent democrat, and, being a good speaker, 
served his party efficiently on the stump dur- 
ing its early campaigns in Virginia. He mar- 
ried a Miss Moore, who was of Scotch descent 
and a resident of the valley of Virginia. His 
son, Abraham Smith, was the father of Colonel 
James K. Smith. Abraham Smith was born 
in Hampshire county, and in 1813-14 carried 
the United States mail from Washington city 
to Marietta, Ohio. 
_ intending his mail route, he came to Williams- 


The next year, in super- 


port, now Pruntytown, and, being favorably 


_ impressed with the place, settled there, and, 
| with Jeddekiah Goff, engaged in the general 
mercantile business. After a short time he 
purchased the interest of Mr. Goff, and fol- 
lowed merchandizing for twenty-five years. 


He was postmaster at Williamsport for a 
number of years, being commissioned by 
Postmaster-General Jonathan R. Meigs, and 
owned a large landed estate and a number of 
slaves. 

He was an active democrat and a prominent 
member of the Methodist Protestant church, 
and wedded Amy Knotts, by whom he had 
a family of nine children: Emily, who is now 





deceased; Marshall, who has been dead for 
some years; Emeline, wife of Dr. Joseph L. 
Carr, of Clarksburg ; Abraham and Washing- 
ton, who are both dead; Mary, wife of William 
H. Freeman, of Clarksburg; Caroline, now 
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dead; and Colonel James K., the subject. of 
this sketch. | 

Colonel James K. Smith received his ele- | 
mentary education in the old Williamsport — 
round log school house, whose windows were 
filled with greased sheets of paper for panes 


of glass. Leaving the old three months’ sub- 


scription schools, he took a full course in 


Rector College, at Pruntytown, which was a 
famous institution of learning for its day, and 
was under the control of the Baptist denomi- | 
nation. He studied there under the precep- | 
torship of Revs. Joshua Bradley, Charles 
Wheeler and John S. B. Tisdale. 


college he read law under his brother-in-law, | 


Leaving | 


Colonel Burton Despard, of Clarksburg, was | 
admitted to the bar, and, after practicing fora 


short time, retired from the legal profession 
to give his time fully to business pursuits, for 
which he had a liking, as well as a natural 
He embarked, with his brother, 
Marshall, in the general mercantile business | 


aptitude. 


at Pruntytown, but shortly removed to Fetter- 
man, where he opened his present mercantile 
establishment in 1850. 
ness, and has a large patronage. 


He does a good busi- | 
In addition | 
to merchandizing, Colonel Smith owns some | 
fine farms in Taylor county, and does con- 
siderable in the line of farming and grazing. | 
He is the present agent at Fetterman for the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad company, a po- 
sition which he has held since 1852. 
active and prominent in the old state militia, 
being elected captain when but a boy of | 


He was 


eighteen years of age, and promoted succes- 
sively to major, lieutenant-colonel and colonel 
before the militia system went down. Colonel 
Smith holds steadfastly to the democratic 
faith of his father and grandfather, and has 
always been active in the interest of his party. 
In 1859 he was elected to represent Taylor 





county in the house of delegates of Virginia, 


| and, beside being called into the councils of 


Taylor county democracy, he has frequently 
been chosen as a delegate to democratic 
state, senatorial and congressional conven- 
tions. 

He served for many years as a justice of 
the peace, was a member of the board of peni- 
tentiary directors for fourteen years by the 
appointment of the governor of West Virginia, 
and is nowa member of the board of directors 
of the State Reformed school at Pruntytown. 
He was one of the organizers of the First 
National Bank of Grafton, in which he has 
served continuously as a director from the 
first day that it opened its doors for the trans- 
Colonel James K. Smith 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 


action of business. 


church, and has always been true to every 


_ duty devolving upon him in public and private 


life. 
and his record is one of duty performed inde- 


His fidelity has never been questioned, 


pendent of self-interest or political preferment. 


| While honored with private confidence and 


public trust he has always firmly believed that 
we rise or fall not so much by outward posi- 
tion, as by inward principle. 

Colonel Smith married Achsah A. Mal- 
lonee, a daughter of William Mallonee, and a 
sister to L. Mallonee, a prominent business — 
man of Grafton, and cashier of the First 
National Bank of that town. They have 
four children: Scotia M., widow of the late 
Dr. James H. Love; Laura B., Kate and 
Cora, who are at home with their parents. 
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LEXANDER LEEDS, D.D.S., of Graf- 
ton, who served with distinction in the 

army of the Potomac, and who stands high in 
his chosen profession, in northern West Vir- 
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ginia, which includes in its ranks some of the 
leading dentists of the United States, is a son 
of Judge Alexander B. and Susan C. (Stubbs) 
Leeds, and was born in New York City, New 


York, on Independence day, 1843. 


| 


which he sailed was wrecked. After retir- 
ing from the sea, Capt. Lodowick Leeds 
removed to Hagerstown, Maryland, where he 


_ died September 6, 1863, aged eighty-seven 


The | 


Leeds family is one of the well-known fami- | 
_ wedded Elizabeth M. Latham, and reared a 
distinguished in that country in the different | 


lies of England, and its members have been 


occupations and professions. 


The important | 


commercial and manufacturing city of Leeds | 


is said by tradition to derive its name from a | 
member of this Leeds family, who had won | 
- renown by valor and bravery, and occupied a | 


prominent position in the early history of | 


England. There is an authentic record of a _ 
branch of this Leeds family residing in 1650 | 
at Staplehowe, England, where they were a | 


respectable and well-to-do people, and in 
1674, Capt. John Leeds left Staplehowe and 


settled at New London, Connecticut, where | 
he died in 1696. He was a sea captain, and | 


his son, Capt. Wm. Leeds, commanded a 
vessel which was wrecked, and from which he 


and ten others were the only ones saved. | 


After coming to New England, Captain John 
Leeds was successfully engaged for many 
years in ship-building. 
Lodowick Leeds, was born at New London, 


His grandson, Capt. 


Connecticut, and at ten years of age shipped | 


on board a trading vessel, where in a few 
years he became proficient in seamanship. At 
an early age he took command of a vessel, 
and in a few years was engaged by Alexander 
Brown and company, private bankers of Bal- 
timore, whose ships he commanded in many 
distant seas. He spent seventy years on the 
ocean, and was recognized as one of the ablest 
and most successful seamen in the early 
merchant marine service of the country. He 
never had a wreck, but the first trip after retir- 
ing from the command of the last ship in 








years, having been born September 14, 1776, 
the year of American independence. He 
family of seven children, five sons and two 
daughters. One of his sons, Judge Alexan- 
der B. Leeds, was the father of the subject of 
this sketch. Judge Alexander Leeds was 
born in New London, Connecticut, February 
17, 1819, was subsequently a resident of New 
York and Baltimore, and removed in 1843 to 
Berrien Springs, Michigan, where he died 
March 1, 1893. 
he was principally interested in agricultural 


In early life and up to 1853 
pursuits. In the last mamed year he was 
elected recorder of deeds in Berrien county, 
Michigan, and after twelve years’ service in 
that capacity was elected judge of the courts 
of that county, which position he held for six 
years. Judge Leeds was a prominent mem- 
ber of the Episcopal church,and an active 
whig and republican in politics. He was 
twice married, first to Susan E. Stubbs, who 
died, leaving three children, two sons and one 
daughter, and after her death, wedded Susan 
E. Armstrong, by whom he had two children, 
a son and adaughter. Mrs. Susan E. (Stubbs) 
Leeds, of Turks Island, West Indies, was 
born December 11, 1810, and passed away 
May 30, 1860, when in the fiftieth year of her 
age. 

Alexander Leeds was taken by his parents 
when an infant to Michigan, and a part of the 
long journey was made through a wilderness 
region in wagons. One day during this tire- 
some journey he was buried, by the upsetting 
of one of the wagons, in a slough and nearly 


suffocated. His early boyhood days were 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





passed in the pioneer home of his parents, | 
whose only near neighbors for a few years | 
were the wild Indians of that section. His 
mother was a woman of education and cul- 
ture, and taught him to read and write, and | 
conducted his studies in arithmetic and gram- 
mar until he had a fair knowledge of numbers 
and language. He afterwards attended the | 
early common schools and some excellent 
select schools, and then entered Michigan — 
Agricultural college, where he took a course | 
in the literary department. Leaving college 
he visited Hagerstown, Maryland, and while | 
there enlisted, in 1862 in company H, sixth 


Maryland infantry, and served until the close 
of the great Civil War, being honorably dis- 
charged from the Federal service at Balti- 
more, Maryland, in May, 1865. After enlist- | 
ing he was soon promoted to sergeant, and 


_afterwards was commissioned as lieutenant, 
He was in nearly all the hard-fought battles 
of the army of the Potomac, from Yorktown 
to Appomattox Court House, where he was 
present at Lee’s surrender. He was wounded 
at Winchester in 1864, and his regiment was 
the first to cross the outer line of the Confeder- 
ate defenses at Petersburg, at the capture of 
that place. After being discharged he , 
returned to Hagerstown, Maryland, where he 
learned the trade of jeweler. He then, in 
1868, went to Waynesburg, Franklin county, | 
Pennsylvania, where he opened and con- | 
ducted a jewelry establishment until 1873, | 
when he closed out his business to accept a | 





position as postal clerk on a Baltimore and | 
Ohio mail train, running from Baltimore, 
Maryland, to Grafton, this State. Asa postal 
clerk he served six days and then was off six 
days. In these off days he studied dentistry, 
and attended the Baltimore Dental college, 
from which he was graduated in the class of | 


1880. 
ton, where he practiced during these off days 


After graduation he removed to Graf- 


until 1893, when his practice had grown so 
large that he was compelled to resign as pos- 
tal clerk. Skilled workmanship and a close 
application has already won an_ honorable 
place in the front rank of his profession for 
Dr. Leeds. There is very little of what is 
called luck in the world, and nothing at all of 
luck in the life of Dr. Leeds, whose success 
has been won by ability and a strenuous per- 
sistence in the path which has led to victory. 
In his early struggles with difficulties and 
obstacles he developed that persistent perse- 
verance which was of such supreme import- 
ance in his latter contests for fortune and 
position. 

On May 20, 1868, Dr. Leeds was united in 
marriage with Marie E. Sheckles, a daughter 
of Richard Sheckles, of Hagerstown, Mary- 
land. Dr.and Mrs. Leeds have one child, a 
daughter named Mary C. 

Dr. Leeds is a republican in politics. He 


is a member of the Presbyterian church, 


| Grafton Lodge, No. 15, Free and Accepted 


Masons, and Reno Post, No. 10, Grand Army 
of the Republic. 
able in manner, social and genial in disposi- 


He is pleasing and agree- 


tion, and firm and devoted in his friendship. 
In the ordinary walks of life he has been 
attended by the same success that has marked 
his professional career. His tasteful home, 
his high social standing and his acknowledged 
professional skill, all attest his present popu- 
larity. Alexander Leeds possesses that won- 
derful perseverance that 


capacity for continuous hard work, which 


and remarkable 
enables a man to accomplish much in life and 
which wins the esteem and confidence of men. 
By these distinguishing qualities he has risen 
to success, and in connection with his profes- 
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sional rank and honorable career as an officer | 


in the army, has made an enviable reputation 
in private and social life. 


ee ee 





TATE SENATOR SAMUELH. GRAMM, | 


one of the most enterprising and suc- 


cessful business men of Grafton, and a mem- | 
_ commenced on a small scale, with a single 


ber of the state senate of West Virginia, from 


the Eleventh district, is a son of Michael and | 


Fannie (Hyde) Gramm, and was born in 
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, January 13, 
1842. 

The Gramms are of German extraction, and 


the earliest member of the family in this | 
country, of which we have any account, was | 


the paternal grandfather of Senator Gramm. 
He married and reared a family, and his son, 
Michael Gramm (father), was born in Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania and removed to Dauphin 
county, in the same state, where he died in 


1844. 


married Fanny Hyde, and they reared a family | 


of four children: Mary, wife of Augustus 
Bathmore, of Middletown, 
Jonathan, now a merchant of Washington 
city, who enlisted in 1862, in company “ C,” 
One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Pennsyl- 
vania infantry, and served nine months; Sam- 
uel H., and Elizabeth, who died in infancy. 
Samuel H. Gramm at two years of age lost 
his father, and was placed under a guardian 
He received his education in 


Pennsylvania ; 


at that age. 
the common schools of Pennsylvania, and at 
an early age learned the trade of a carpenter, 
which he followed for several years in his na- 
tive county. He then engaged in the lumber 
business, in central Pennsylvania, where he 
operated a large saw-mill for H. S. Wilson, 
and did a good business up to 1871, in which 
year he came to Doddridge county, this State. 


He was a farmer by occupation, and | 








He there was also superintendent of H. S. 
Wilson’s saw-mills and lumbering operations 
for two years and then, in 1873, removed to 
Grafton, where he has resided ever since. At 
Grafton he became superintendent of Pardee 
Cook and company’s saw-mills, a position 
which he resigned in 1876, to actively engage 
in the lumbering business for himself. He 


mill and gradually increased his business, un- 


| til the demand was such for his mill products 


that he was compelled to put four large mills 
into operation, which now give employment 
to one hundred and fifty hands. 
fields are in several counties of the State, and 


His lumber 


his lumber is principally shipped to foreign 
countries, where some lines of it are in great 
demand. In 1889 he and fohn L. Magill, 
formed a partnership under the firm-name of 
Gramm and Magill, and erected a planing mill 


| at Grafton which they operated until 1892. In 


that year they removed to West Grafton, and 
built their present large and well-equipped 
planing mill, which is forty-five by one hun- 
dred and seventy-five feet in width and length. 
In connection with the 
lumber there, they do a large business in con- 
tracting and building. 

On February 7, 1866, Mr. Gramm was 


manufacture of 


| united in marriage with Fannie E. Pathmore, 


a daughter of William Pathmore, of Dauphin 
county, Pennsylvania. Their union has been 
blessed with six children: Kate, Carrie, Annie, 
Jennie, George, and Alma. 

Senator Gramm is a member of the Grafton 
Presbyterian church and Reno Post, No. 7, 
Grand Army of the Republic. 
during the late Civil War as a soldier, enlist- 
ing in May, 1862, in company “C,” One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania in- 


He served 


fantry, and when his nine months’ term was 
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up, he enlisted in the Construction Corps of | secure a second nomination with but little op- 
the army of the Potomac, in which he served | position. During his second term he well 


until the close of the war, being mustered out 
in 1865, at City Point, Virginia. 
decade Senator Gramm has been prominent 


_ sustained the record of his preceding term, 


For the last | 


and active in every movement or measure cal- _ 


culated to promote the industrial and material | 


development of Grafton and Taylor counties. 


He is a director and vice-president of the Mer- | 


chants’ and Mechanics’ Saving bank, and presi- | 


dent of the Grafton building and loan associa- 


and advocated and supported such measures 
of legislation as to win him general respect 
and make him popular with his party, which 
nominated him in 1894 as their candidate for 
state senator in the Eleventh senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Monongalia, 


Preston and Taylor. He was elected at the 


ensuing election and during the past winter 


tion, of which he is a charter member, besides | 


being connected in various ways with other 
enterprises, which benefit the town. 


He isa | 


prominent Mason, and holds membership in | 


Grafton Lodge, No. 75, Free and. Accepted 
Masons; Copestone Chapter, No. 12, Royal 
Arch Masons; and De Mola Commandery, 
No. 11, Knights Templar. He is also an Odd 
Fellow, being a member of Central Lodge, 
No. 98, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
Senator Gramm is a stanch republican, and 


has always given the party of Lincoln, Grant, | 


Garfield and Harrison, a loyal, earnest, active 
and effective support. He watches closely 
the trend of political affairs, whether county, 
state, or national. He represented the State 
league of West Virginia, at the national con- 
vention of republican clubs at Nashville, Ten- 
nesee, in 1892, and at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1893. 

Soon after coming to Taylor county, Sena- 
tor Gramm became active in the cause of the 
party whose principles were the creed of his 
political belief, and was called the 
republican councils when important cam- 


into 


paigns were pending. But naturally, it was 
only a short step in due time to pass from an 
active worker to a trusted leader, and in 1890 
he was elected to represent Taylor county in 
the house of delegates, where his services were 
of such a practical and useful character as to 





served in the State Senate, and his past leg- 
islative experience and good judgment made 
him useful in many matters of important 
interest to the industrial, financial and educa- 
tional institutions of the State. Active, enter- 
prising and popular, Samuel H. Gramm, in 
his rise from the carpenter’s bench to a seat in 
the halls of the State legislature, is a splendid 
example for the struggling and ambitious 


youths of to-day. 
SS 


BSALOM MORRIS JARRETT, D.D.S., 

of Grafton, who enjoys the distinction 

of being a leading dentist of Taylor county, 
and who stands in the very front rank of his 
profession in the State of West Virginia, is a 
man of mental and mechanical ability, and the 
fortunate possessor of that determined perse- 
verance which is of such supreme importance 
in the great battle of life. He is a son of 
William N. and Sarah (Morris) Jarrett, and was 
born in Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
August 31, 1840. 
John Jarrett, was of English descent, and came 


His paternal grandfather, 


from his native state of New Jersey in early 
life to Laurel Iron works, in Monongalia 
county, where he died. 
by trade, and his son, William N. Jarrett, was 
the father of Dr. Jarrett. William N. Jarrett 


He was a mechanic 
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was born at Laurel Iron works, in Monongalia 
county, September 27, 1812, and subsequently 


was a resident of Fairmont and Grafton, at | 


which latter place he died in November, 1892, 
when he had reached man’s allotted age, 
three-score and ten years. 


wright by trade, and a Douglas democrat in | 


politics at the commencement of the late Civil 
War, during which he was known as an ardent 
Union man. After the war he identified him- 
self with the republican party, whose princi- 
ples he supported during the remainder of his 


life. He was a member of the Methodist 


Episcopal church, and married Sarah Morris, | 


who is now living at Grafton. Her father, 
Absalom Morris, was a native of Delaware, 
and resided at Morris Cross Roads, Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, which was named for 
him, 

Dr. A. M. Jarrett received his education at 
the West Virginia University, and commenced 
life as a machinist, and for a few years had 
charge of important wood-working machinery 
in the cities of Pittsburg and Cincinnati. 
Having formed a favorable opinion of den- 
tistry as a life pursuit, he entered the dental 


office of Dr. George B. Morris, of Morgan- | 


town, and after completing a thorough course 
of office study and practice, entered the Phila- 
delphia Dental College, in Philadelphia, from 
which he was graduated in the class of 1869. 
Immediately after graduation he came to Graf- 
ton, where he has been successfully engaged 
in the practice of his profession ever since. 


His dental parlors are well equipped with all | 
necessary modern appliances, and his skilled | 


work has been its own best recommendation 
in Taylor and adjoining counties, where he 
has such a large and constantly increasing 
patronage. 

Professional labors, though numerous, have 


He was a mill- | 


| 


| 
| 


} 
{ 








not taken up all the time, attention and interest 
of Dr. Jarrett, who has made himself useful in 
the maintenance of several of the leading 
financial institutions of northern West Virginia. 
He has been a stockholder in the Merchants’ 
and Mechanics’ Savings bank of Grafton, and 
has aided in the estabishment and maintenance 
of several other banks by taking a quantity of 
their stock. Besides banking, he is engaged 
in several business enterprises, and has been 
the owner and operator for some time of the 
Dellwood distillery, near Grafton. 

Dr. Jarrett is a pronounced republican in 
politics, and has frequently represented his dis- 
trict and county in local and congressional con- 
ventions. He is a member of Grafton Lodge, 
No. 15, Free and Accepted Masons. Absalom 
Morris Jarrett is one who has known no such 
word as “ fail,” and any temporary defeat has 
but nerved him to renewed effort, while the 
hour of final victory has always brought him 
ample compensation for all his hard struggles 
and toil. 

In 1867 Dr. Jarrett was united in marriage 
with Linnie Howell, a daughter of Samuel 
Howell, of Morgantown. To this union have 
been born six children: Maud L., wife of H. 
S. Wilson, a member of the lumber firm of 
Wilson and Sons, of Parkersburg; Hanson 
A., Waldo H., Howard Roscoe, who died at 
five years of age; Blanch, deceased at fifteen 
months of age; and Dwight M. 


—_—_—sS 


OHN DOONAN, one of the earlier mer- 
chants of Grafton, who has achieved 
well-deserved success in his various business 
enterprises for the last quarter of a century, is 
a son of Hugh and Sarah (Gallaher) Doonan, 
and was born in county Leitrim, Ireland, 
April, 1824. He grew to manhood in his 
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native county, received his education in the 
primary schools of Ireland, and in 1842 came 
to Hampshire county, where he was in the 
employ of the Baltimore and Qhio Railroad 


company until 1854. Inthat year Mr. Doonan , 


came to Grafton, then but a small hamlet of 


two or three houses, and embarked there | 


in general mercantile business upon a small | 


scale. 


As the years passed, the place grew, | 


and Mr. Doonan’s business increased in pro- | 


portion until he quit merchandizing in 1881, | 
_ for himself with limited means, and has at- 


when his establishment was heavily stocked, 


and as fully adapted to the wants of a large | 


and lucrative patronage as any house of its 
kind outside of the large cities. He had 
indulged a most justifiable pride in estab- 
lishing a first-class business house, whose 
well-filled counters and shelves attested the 
industry and 
During his long and continuous career of 


energy of their possessor. 


twenty-seven years as a merchant of Grafton 
he had constant and unwavering faith in the 
growth and development of the place, and 
accordingly invested largely of his means in 
lots and buildings, which are now very valu- 
able. 
cantile business 


he has devoted his time 


largely to the personal management of various | 
| Revolutionary War, dying soon after the 


enterprises with which he was connected, and 


the direct supervision of his extensive real- | 


estate interests. 


valuable farm in Preston county, and has dealt | 


some in other sections in real estate. 


On November 20, 1847, Mr. Doonan 


wedded Elizabeth E. Pugh, of Allegany | 


county, Maryland, who died September 18, 


1880, aged forty eight years. After her death | 


Mr. Doonan married, on December 18, 1881, 
Margaret Dealy, of Newburg, Preston county, 
this State. 

In politics, Mr. Doonan has always sup- 


Since retiring from the general mer- | 


He now owns a large and | 





ported the democratic party, a fact of which 
he is proud. While ardent as a democrat in 
political affairs, yet he has never sought for 
office, although he served one term as coun- 
cilman, but declined further municipal service 
at the end of this his time. He has beena 
director of the First National bank of Grafton 
since its organization, and in various other 
ways contributed to the financial interest of 
his town. Mr. Doonan can well be denomi- 


nated a self-made man, who commenced life 


tained a well deserved and prominent position 
as a leading and influential business man. 


So 








EONIDAS S. JOHNSON, an attorney of 
prominence and ability, and a citizen of 
weight and influence of Pruntytown, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Joseph and 
Sarah (Smith) Johnson, and was born at 
Bridgeport, Harrison county, West Virginia, 
May 5, 1818. The Johnson family, of which 
Leonidas is a worthy representative, is of 
English nativity, but became colonial pio- 
neers and settlers in the state of New Jersey. 
Joseph Johnson, grandfather, was a native of 
New Jersey, and became a soldier in the 
close of that memorable conflict. He was 
married to Abigail Wright, of New Jersey, 
who, after the death of her husband, removed 
with her children, 1800, to Harrison 
county, this State, where she died at the age 
Joseph Johnson, 


in 


of eighty-seven years. 
father, was fourteen years old when his wid- 
owed mother brought him to Harrison 
county. He attended for some time the sub- 
scription school of the neighborhood; but 
being an orphan, and his mother being in 


straightened circumstances, he was compelled 
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to quit school and seek work to help to sup- 


port herand the family. He secured work as | 


a farm laborer, at ten dollars per month, and 
manfully contributed his share to the support 
of the family. Few were the advantages for 
self-culture during these years of toil and 
privation, but he labored 
waited. After his marriage he formed the 
acquaintance of Judge John J. Jackson, a dis- 
tinguished jurist of Clarksburg, and more than 
that, a gentleman of benevolent feelings and 
humane instincts. Judge Jackson generously 
offered Johnson the use of his library. The 
offer was accepted with avidity, and by dili- 
gent study at nights and during his spare 
moments, he obtained a fair English education. 
The latter part of the year 1813 he raised a 
company of soldiers, of which he was elected 


patiently and 


captain, and marched through the mountains 
to Norfolk, Virginia, where he was stationed 
until the close of the War of 1812. 

After his return from the duties of the sol- 
It 
was soon seen that he possessed elements that 


dier, his duties as the statesman began. 


would make him ano less valuable man as a 
He 
was accordingly elected a member from Har- 


maker of the law than as an officer of it. 


rison county to the Virginia legislature for a 
number of terms, and after demonstrating his 
ability in this body as a capable conservator 
of the people’s rights, he was elected for a 
number of terms to represent his district in 
the halls of the house of representatives. 
Afterwards he was elected by the State legis- 
lature of Virginia governor of that State, under 
the old constitution, and later was elected by 
a vote of the people. After serving both 
terms as governor, he returned to his home 
at Bridgeport, Harrison county, where he 
remained until the outbreak of the Rebellion, 
when he removed to Stanton, Virginia, where 





| 
| 


years. 


he stayed until the war was over, when he re- 
turned to his old home in Bridgeport, where 
he died February 27, 1877. He married 
Sarah Smith, a daughter of Ephraim Smith, 
and eleven children were the issue of this 
union. 

Leonidas S. Johnson was educated in the 
Bridgeport schools, Allegheny college at 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, and the old Monon- 
galia Academy at Morgantown, and then took 
up the study of law. In 1844 he was licensed 
to practice in the courts of Virginia, by Judges 
Duncan, Fry, and Douglass, the committee 
before which he had passed his examination. 
He first located at Pruntytown, afterward the 
county seat of Taylor county, and practiced 
before the first court ever held in Taylor 
county. He has not confined himself to the 
practice before the Taylor County Courts, but 
in Harrison, Barbour, and 
In 1856 he removed 
to Clinton county, Missouri, where he re- 


has _ practiced 


Marion counties as well. 


mained for four years, when, foreseeing the 
breaking out of the Civil War, he returned to 
Pruntytown, where, with the exception of 
In 1878, 
changed from 


seven years, he has since remained. 
when the county seat was 
Pruntytown to Grafton, he removed thence 
In 1848 Mr. John- 
son was appointed prosecuting attorney by 
Judge Lee, and was afterwards retained in 
that office by a vote of the people fifteen 
For thirty-eight years he has been a 


and remained until 1885. 


consistent and devoted member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, and for the last four 
years has been a class leader. 

February 3, 1842, Mr. Johnson married 
Mary J., a daughter of Frederick Burdett, a 
representative of an old Virginia family, a pio- 
neer settler and merchant in what is now 
Taylor county. Six children are the issue of 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 








this marriage: Charles F., a practicing phy- 
sician of Pruntytown, having a large and 
remunerative practice; Earnestine, wife of 
J. W. Webb; Joseph F., a jeweler of Prunty- 
town ; and three that died in their infancy. 


Mr. Johnson has been a wide-awake and | 


energetic citizen of Taylor county, always 
active and influential in every measure which 
has had for its object the betterment of the 
people and the development of its resources. 
He drafted the first petition to the legislature 
of Virginia, praying for the organization of the 
county of Taylor, and was everywhere active 
in any move that sought to gain the object of 


the petition and the formation of the county. | 
When the State decided to build and support | 


a reform school, it was he who first conceived 


thé idea of having it located at the beautiful — 


little town of Pruntytown, and it was largely 


through his efforts that that institution was || 


located in Pruntytown, Taylor county, West 
Virginia. 


—o-—____ 


OHN HOWARD CATHER.—Jasper Ca- | 
| the office of sheriff two terms. 


ther, the founder of the American branch 
of the Cather family, many of whom have dis- 
tinguished themselves on the field of battle, in 








the arena of politics, and in the vineyard of © 


the Divine Master, was of Scotch-Irish extrac- | 
tion, born in the historic North of Ireland, | 
whither his ancestors had been driven, because | 
of religious persecutions, and whence he emi- | 


grated to America to escape the further tyran- 
nical oppressions which were then being in- 
flicted upon those liberty-loving people, at the 
instigation of the British crown. 


Imbued with the love of liberty, he entered | 
the Continental army, under the command of | 
Washington, participated in many of the most | 


hotly-contested battles, among which was the 
siege of Yorktown, which ultimately decided 





the tide of the war, and won for America her 
Independence. In this engagement he was 
wounded,. not severe enough, however, to 


cause permanent injury. After peace had 


| been declared, he settled upon a farm near 


Winchester, Virginia. Here he passed the 
remainder of his days, engaged in farming and 
teaching, the latter being his profession in his 


native country. His marriage resulted in the 


| birth of six sons: Thomas, John, James, 


Robert, William and David. 

One of these sons, John Cather, was born 
near Winchester in 1779, and died in 1859, at 
his home, near the present village of Fleming- 
ton, Taylor county, West Virginia, having 
settled there in 1800. Here he became a 
pioneer farmer and stock-raiser, in which he 
was eminently successful, and one of the 
most prominent and conspicuous figures in 
the political circles of this section of the State. 
For nearly half a century he served as justice 
of the peace, represented his county (then 
Harrison county, Virginia) six terms in the 
house of delegates, at Richmond, and filled 
During the 
latter part of the War of 1812 he recruited a 
company and was commissioned captain, but 
owing to the immediate close of the war, he 
was not mustered into service. He was a 
close student of men and events all his life, 
and possessed a large fund of general informa- 
tion; especially was he well versed in the poli- 
tical history of the country. He was regarded 
as a man of sound judgment, a clear-cut, logi- 
cal thinker, and possessed in an eminent de- 
gree the confidence and esteem of all whose 
privilege it was to be brought into either busi- 
ness, political or social relation with him. He 
married Elizabeth McKee, by whom he had 
eight children, all of whom are deceased: 


' Jasper, an eloquent minister of the Baptist 
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church ; Thomas, who ably represented his dis- 


trict in the state senate two terms, and who was | 


a brigadier-general in the West Virginia State | 


militia, and whose son, F. A. Cather, was a | 


colonel of the Second West Virginia cavalry, 
United States army; William, was a success- 
ful farmer, and enjoyed the esteem of his 


acquaintances; James, who became a citizen | 


| 
| 
| 


of Gilmer county, this State, and served with | 


distinction two terms in the state senate; Jesse 
Hamilton, Mrs. Sarah Powell, Mrs. Margaret 
McDonald and Mrs. Jennie Rowe. 

Jesse Hamilton Cather was born on the old 
homestead, January 12, 
active and useful career of nearly half a cen- 
tury, passed away near the scene of his birth, 
August 4, 1880. 
at the old Rector college, at Pruntytown, this 


He obtained his education 


| tist church for a number of years. 


1821, and, after an 


county, and immediately after leaving school | 


took up the vocation of farming, and became 
one of the most successful and opulent farmers 
of the State, owning, at the time of his death, 
five hundred and sixty acres of land. He, like 
his ancestors, was well grounded in the doc- 
trines and principles of republicanism, and 
took an active part in local and state politics. 
He served as deputy sheriff under his father, 





as assessor and justice of the peace, and rep- | 


resented his county in the house of delegates 


orphan children were reared and educated by 
him, and are directly indebted to him for their 
present success in life. Broad-minded and 
public-spirited, he lent his aid and influence 
to every movement whose object was the de- 
velopment of his county’s natural resources 
and the ultimate betterment of mankind. He 
was captain of a company of state militia prior 
to the war, and an official member of the Bap- 
His mari- 
tal union with Nancy, a daughter of Joseph 
Bailey, of this county, resulted in the birth of 
four sons: Joseph Clark,a graduate of the 
law department of the University of Michigan, 
at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and the present 
county superintendent of Taylor county; James 
Howard; John Botts, a farmer who resides on 
the old home place; and Willie Lincoln, who 
died in boyhood. 

James Howarp CATHER is the second son 
of Jesse H. and Nancy (Bailey) Cather, and was 
born near Flemington, West Virginia; obtained 
a good education in West Virginia College, 
at Flemington, and then engaged in teaching 
for a period of six years. He also did farm- 
ing at the same time, and has since followed 
surveying in connection with his farming 


interests. Politically he is a republican, and 


| religiously a member of the Baptist church. 


six terms, and in the state senate four terms. | 
- No 152, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 


After the adoption of the state constitution, 


requiring the president of the County Court to | 
be elected by the people, he was elected as the | 


first president of the court of his county, and 
served from 1870 to 1876, inclusive. His was 


truly an exemplary life. 


Actuated in all his | 


relations by a true Christian spirit, benevolent, | 


noble-minded and generous-hearted, he did 

much for the amelioration of human suffering. 

In his home the poor and the orphans sought 

and found refuge; and no less than nineteen 
3—2 


He is alsoa member of Flemington Lodge, 


Mr. Cather has been twice married. His 
first marriage, April 1, 1880, was with Flora, 
a daughter of William L. Shields, a merchant 
of Flemington, by whom he had one daughter, 
Tessie May, his only child. Mrs. Cather 
died December 9, 1882, and he married, June 
10, 1884, for his second wife, Achsah, a daugh- 
ter of Francis Coplin, a farmer of near Flem- 
ington. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





OHN H. HENRY, the popular and effi- 


mines, at Tyrconnell, Taylor county, West 
Virginia, is a son of Lawrence and Mary Ann 
(Holmes) Henry, and was born in Ayrshire, 


Scotland, March 15, 1838. His paternal 


grandfather, David Henry, was a native of the | 
historic North of Ireland, but some years | 


prior to his death took up his abode in Scot- 
land. He died in about 1822, when a com- 
paratively young man. He married Marian 
Cockburn, who bore him eight children, that 
grew to maturity, all of whom emigrated to 
America: Lawrence (father); James, died in 
Lewis county, this State; David, a miner, of 
Preston county, this State; Elizabeth, marrieda 
Mr. Jatson, of Ayrshire; they came to this coun- 
try in 1867, but soon afterward returned to 
their native country, where she died; William, 
a miner of Tyrconnell; and Marian, the wife 
of Alexander Dunsmore, of Preston county. 
Lawrence Henry (father) was a native of 


the Highlands of Scotland, born in Ayrshire, | 
July ro, 1810, but in 1845 left the land of his | 


nativity to seek a home in the new-world. 
Landing in the “ Monumental City” in August 
of that year, he proceeded to Mount Savage, 


Maryland, where he found employment in | 
| titioner of medicine at Shinnston, Harrison 


the George’s Creek coal region, one of the 
important coal fields in the country. He re- 
mained here, however, but a few years, when 
in 1849 he was employed by the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad company to superintend 
the opening of mines at Piedmont, West Vir- 
ginia. He continued in the employ of this 
company as superintendent at Piedmont, this 








mining, and possessed in an eminent degree 


cient superintendent of the Tyrconnell | the confidence and esteem of his employers 


and those who were employed under his su- 
perintendency. He died March 5, 1887,-at 
Newburg, and in his death the town lost a 
useful, honorable and upright citizen, and his 
family a loving and devoted parent. He was 
a prominent member of the Independent Or- 


der of Odd Fellows, having been identified 


| with that order for more than sixty years, 


and in 1858 was one of the organizers of Or- 
rell Lodge, No. 20, at Newburg, Preston 
county, this State, of which he bore the dis- 
tinction of being the first noble grand. He 
was for many years an elder in the Presbyte- 
rian church, and married Mary Ann Holmes, 
of Ayrshire, Scotland, who became the mother 
The children are: John H. 
(subject); Marian, who became the wife of 


of ten children. 


| Charles Morgan, of Monongalia county, this 
| State; Isabelle E., the wife of Morgan D. Orr, 


whose sketch appears in this volume; Mary, 
married T. C. Frazer; both are deceased; 
David, an engineer of Tyrconnell, West Vir- 
ginia; Elizabeth, the wife of James Wilson, 
of Beaver, Pennsylvania; Francis, deceased ; 
Margaret, married J. A. Gibson, of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania; Dr. Charles, a successful prac- 


| county, this State; and James, a farmer of 


State, until 1864, when the Palatine mines © 
were purchased by Columbus O’Donnel, | 


who retained him as manager and superin- 
tendent of those mines. 
in all that pertains to the great industry of 


He was well versed 


| 
| 


Preston county. 

John H. Henry came to this country with 
his father when he was but seven years of 
age. He obtained his education in the public 
schools of Frostburg, Maryland, and at the 
age of nineteen went to Grafton and en- 
tered the Baltimore and Ohio machine shops 
for the purpose of learning the trade of a 
machinist. He was employed here three 
years, when in 1862 he relinquished his trade 


to accept the position of manifest clerk for 
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the Newburg-Orrell Coal and Coke company, | 


which he filled continuously for a period of | 


ten years. 


So satisfactorily and so efficiently — 


had he filled this position that in 1872, when | 


this company decided to engage in mining 
operations at Tyrconnell, he was sent there 
to superintend the opening of the mines and 
the construction of the coke plant. Finishing 
this plant, whose annual output is 180,000 
tons, and which employs one hundred men, 
he has been retained ever since as superin- 
tendent. Active and energetic, and possessed 
of that aggressive spirit which is indigenous 
to the Scotch-Irish race, he has won success 
as a superintendent of works and a manager 


of men from the very beginning. 


and heart which drew to him a host of admir- 
ing friends. Fraternally, he is a member of 
Grafton Lodge, No. 15, A. F. and A. M., and 
American Lodge, No. 76, I. O. O. F.; and re- 
ligiously he is associated with the Methodist 
Protestant church. In his political affiliations 
he is a republican, and takes a lively and in- 
telligent interest in the advancement and suc- 
cess of his party. From 1882 to 1886, inclu- 


sive, he served as county commissioner of 


Taylor county, and was president of the board | 


during 1887-8. On March 18, 1862, he mar- 
ried Eliza L. Marker, a daughter of Amos 
Marker, of Grafton; to them have been born 
seven children: Lawrence, deceased; Marian, 


at home; Hannah, the wife of Thomas J. Win- | 


ter, a yard foreman at the Tyrconnell mines; 


Anna H. and Janett are at home with their | 
parents; Alberta, the wife of Frank Henry, of | 


Glendale, West Virginia; and Blanch, at home. 


so 


R. THOMAS KENNEDY, a pioneer phy- 
sician of Grafton, West Virginia, and a 





prominent and highly respected citizen of the 


Affable and | 
congenial, he possesses those qualities of head | 





same, was a son of Samuel Kennedy, and 
was born in Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, 
July 14, 1822. He was reared and educated 
in Lawrence county, and at the age of about 
twenty years came to near Morgantown, 
Monongalia county, locating at what was 
known as Oliphant’s Iron Works. He was 
left an orphan at an early age, and was soon 
forced to learn the lesson of self-reliance. 
He commenced teaching when a young man, 
obtaining in this way the necessary funds for 
securing a medical education. He graduated 
from a medical college in Philadelphia, and 
located in Evansville, Preston county, this 
State, where he remained until 1856. At the 
latter date he came to Grafton as one of the 
In 1869 he 


removed to West Grafton, and purchased a 


pioneer physicians of the town. 


farm upon the Tygris valley river, on the 
banks of which he built a handsome and com- 
modious home, where he died September 23, 
1881. 
judgment, quick perception and analytical 


Dr. Kennedy was a man of broad 


qualities of mind, faculties which, coupled 
with his sympathetic impulses, and his ex- 
treme honesty, brought to him an enviable 
success as a physician. For and to those 
whose sufferings he had released his death 
came as a personal loss. 

In his political faith he was a republican, 
and served as mayor of the borough of Graf- 
ton. Fora number of years during the Civil 
War he held the position of examining sur- 
geon. He was a pillar of support to the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and for sixteen 
years was superintendent of the Sabbath 
school. his first 
union was with Mary Baker, who was born 
July 14, 1817, and died February 14, 1850. 
To this union were born two children: Win- 


field, who was born August 6, 1847, and died 


He was twice married; 
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June 20, 1866, and Mary. He married as his 
second wife Clara Royse, who was born July 
8, 1826, and died February 28, 1893. To this 
marriage was born one child, Robert, a con- 
tractor and builder of Grafton. On October 
3, 1871, William T. Lilly and Mary Kennedy, 
daughter of Dr. Kennedy, were united in 
marriage. Their marital union has been 
blessed in the birth of one child, Mary. 
William T. Lilly was born in Weston, Lewis 
county, West Virginia, learned the trade of a 
shoemaker, and worked at it for a number of 
years, and then added to the trade the shoe 
mercantile business in Grafton, which he pur- 
sued until 1885. At the latter date he moved 
to the old homestead farm of Dr. Kennedy, 
and has since resided there. Since 1888 he 
has held the position of railway postal clerk 
on the route between Elkins and Grafton. 


oOo 


EV. ARTHUR F. RICHARDSON, a 
classical scholar and cultured gentleman 

and the present popular pastor of the St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran church, of Grafton, is a 
son of Rev. Xenophon J. and Mary N.(Shank) 
Richardson, and was born at Lovettsville, 
Loudoun county, Virginia, November 6, 1862. 
His paternal grandfather, John Richard- 
son, was of Scotch descent, and followed 
farming, the general occupation of the day, 
in Madison county, Virginia, where he was 
born, reared, and died. John Richardson 
was a well-to-do man, and married and reared 
a respectable family of sons and daughters. 
His son, Rev. Xenophon J. Richardson, was 
born in Madison county, Virginia. He was 
reared in his native county and received his 
education from private instructors then greatly 
employed by the first families of Virginia. 


These instructors were generally men of fine | 








classical education, being in most cases grad- 
uates of the leading colleges of the land. To 
this excellent private instruction he added a 
valuable supplementary education by self- 
study and extensive reading. At anearly age 
he entered the Lutheran ministry, where he 
was a faithful laborer until he was called from 
fields of earth to that brighter and fairer world 
where life is everlasting and happiness unend- 
ing. In 1878 he removed from Madison 
county, Virginia, to Smithsburg, in Washing- 
ton county, Maryland, where he passed away 
in 1892, leaving behind him the record ofa 
pure and stainless life, as a proud heritage to 
his children. He married Mary N. Shank, 
who is a daughter of- Shank, and 
now resides at Smithsburg. Rev. and Mrs. 








Richardson reared a family of seven children, 
of whom five are living. 

Arthur F. Richardson was reared in Loudoun 
county, Virginia, and at Smithsburg, Wash- 
ington county, Maryland, and received his 
literary education in Gettysburg College, Penn- 
sylvania, from which excellent and worthy 
educational institution he was graduated in 
the classical course in the class of 1885. After 
graduation he commenced the active study of 
theology aud entered the Gettysburg Luth- 
eran Theological seminary, from which he was 
graduated in the class of 1888. He was or- 
dained to the Lutheran ministry, in June, 1888, 
and in the same year assumed charge of the 
Lutheran church of Aurora, Preston county, 
where he labored zealously and effectively un- 
til 1892. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran church, of Graf- 


In that year he was called to St. 


ton, where his active and zealous labors for the 
higher life and eternal welfare of his people 
have been appreciated by those for whom he 
Rev. Richard- 
son is a hard student, a classical scholar, and 


is breaking the bread of life. 
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HON. D. W. SHAW. 
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an earnest and ardent divine. He is logicalin | Barbour county, where he followed, at various 


thought, clear in language and forcible and 
impressive in delivery. He is an unassuming 
and affable gentleman, whose every effort is 
for the upbuilding of Christianity and an or- 
derly and substantial civilization. 

On October 10, 1888, Rev. Richardson was 
united in marriage with Fannie V. King, a 
daughter of W. T. King, of Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. 
one child, Xenophon King, who was born 
October 26, 1891. 


To their union has been born 








S 


H™: DAVID W. SHAW, ex-speaker of 

the West Virginia legislature, and the 
affable and competent superintendent of the 
West Virginia Reform School, located at 
Pruntytown, Taylor county, West Virginia, is 
a son of William and Edith (O’Neal) Shaw, 
and was born at Philippi, Barbour county, 
West Virginia, May 18, 1852. 

During the religious persecutions in Scot- 
land in the seventeenth century, many families 
passed over from Scotland to the north of 
Ireland, where they became the founders of 
that wonderful Scotch-Irish race that has 
given so many men to this country that have 
distinguished themselves in so many avenues 
of life. 

William Shaw, grandfather, was a descend- 
ant of one of these families. He came to 
America some time in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, and became a pioneer in 
Preston county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
where he died. He was a man of frugal and 
industrious habits, and was possessed of pow- 
erful physical strength. 

William Shaw, father, was born in Preston 
county, June 13, 1795, and died near Philippi, 
June 19, 1876. In his early days he moved to 





times, the following lines of business: milling, 
running a ferry on Tygart’s valley river, stone- 
cutting, and farming. He was a man of up- 
rightness and probity of character, and pos- 
sessed a clear insight into the motives, pas- 
sions, and intrigues that sway men’s minds, 
qualities that made him peculiarly fitted to fill 
the office of justice of the peace, an office he 
held for a period of twenty-five years. During 
nearly this entire time, he was a member of the 
county court. By virtue of being the longest 
in service on the court, he became sheriff of 
Barbour county, but sold his right to the 
office. 

He served in the War of 1812, and was 
stationed at Norfolk, Virginia. He was a 
life-long democrat politically, and a consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
He married Edith, a daughter of David 
O'Neal, a farmer of Barbour county, West 
Virginia, and had one son. 

David W. Shaw was educated in the com- 
and the West 


Flemington, Taylor 


mon schools of Philippi 


Virginia college, at 
county, from which he graduated in the class 
of 1876. He then entered the profession of 
teaching, devoting his winter months to 
teaching, and farming during the summer. 
This arrangement continued until 1885, when 
he relinquished teaching and devoted himself 
exclusively to agriculture, until June, 1894, 
when he was elected to the position he now 
holds. He is a democrat in political texture, 
and is prominent and influential in the coun- 
cils of his party. In the autumn of 1886 he 
was elected a member of the State legislature, 
and was re-elected to the four successive 
terms. The session of 1893 he served in the 
important capacity of speaker of the house. 
He was chairman of the committee on educa- 
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tion during the first three sessions, and tooka 
very active part in every measure pertaining 
to the welfare and progress of the schools, 
He introduced the bill providing for the 


more thrifty, prosperous, and frugal citizens 


than has Germany. A man who stands as 


/ an embodiment of all those German character- 


abolishing of the special school elections, a | 


measure which has been the means of a great 
saving, both of time and money, to the citizens 
of the Commonwealth. He was also instru- 
mental in framing and securing the passage of 


a bill providing for the broadening of the 


common-school curriculum, so as to provide | 
for the teaching of civil government, book- | 


keeping, and physiology in the public schools 
of the State. Fraternally he is a member of 
Philippi Lodge, No. 55, I. O. O. F., and is re- 
ligiously a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, South, in which he takes an active 
part, having served as steward, trustee, and 
class-leader. 

On March 12, 1879, he married Barbara, a 


daughter of William W. Woodford, deceased, | 


late a farmer of prominence of Barbour county. 


Two sons, David Blaine and William Ralston, | 


bless this marriage. The reform school of 
which Mr. Shaw is superintendent is the only 


one in the State of West Virginia, and is lo- 


cated in what was formerly the court-house of | 


Taylor county, now completely remodeled 
and greatly enlarged. 

Every feature of the school shows the effi- 
ciency of the superintendent. His varied ex- 
perience as a teacher, a farmer, a legislator, 
and a business man of the world, makes him 
eminently qualified for the responsible position 


to which he has been called. 





o—_—_ 


OHN GEORGE BRINKMAN.—Of all 
classes of European emigrants to this 
country perhaps it is not saying too much when 
we assert that no nation has furnished us with 





istics is the gentleman whose name heads this 
sketch. John George Brinkman is a son of 
John and Gertrude (Kheim) Brinkman, and 
was born on December 27, 1838, in Hesse 
Cassel, Germany. He was given the advan- 
tages of a good elementary education in the 
high-grade schools for which his native coun- 
try is noted, and at the age of sixteen years, 
in 1854, broke away from the associations of 
his youth and the crowded condition of his 
native land and came to America to seek his 
fortune. He landed in Baltimore, and soon 
after landing apprenticed himself to learn the 
trade of a baker. He remained in that city 
until November 14, 1859, when through a 
recommendation as being a first-class baker, 
he secured the position of baker at the Grafton 
House, under the management and contro} of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railway company. 
In 1862, while filling this position in the 
Grafton House he established a bakery and 
confectionery business on his own account. 
He remained in the service of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railway company until 1865, when 
he severed his relations with that company 
and enlarged and expanded his own enter- 
prise. Mr. Brinkman’s business motto has 
been, ‘‘ Upward and Onward,” and although 
he has never given up that line of business 
which brought to him his first start in the 
world, yet at the present time it comprises but 
a small portion of his extensive and varied 
interests. For the material development of 
Grafton he has done perhaps more than any 
On Main street he 
has built three of the most imposing building 


other citizen of the town. 


blocks in the county—structures of architec- 


tural beauty and permanent solidity, and 
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equals in every respect of buildings of their size | 
in Philadelphia or New York. The first floors | 
of these buildings are mercantile rooms, and | 
comprise, by far, the best rooms for this pur- | 
pose in the county. The upper floors are | 
devoted to society purposes and a large and | 
modernly appointed theatrical hall—a hall 
which in its size and general furnishings will | 
do credit to a city of many times the size of | 
Grafton. 


of, Mr. Brinkman carries ona large general | 


In one of the rooms above spoken | 


mercantile business. He is a director, and | 


was one of the charter members of the First | 





National Bank of Grafton, and a director of | 
the Grafton Gas and Electric Light company. | 
He does not take an active part in political | 
matters, but believes every man should have 
political principles and party preferences; | 
therefore he is a republican, and has served | 
as a member of the town council of Grafton 
a number of terms. In the Masonic world he | 
is well known and popular. He is a member | 
of Mystic Lodge, No. 75, A. F. and A. M.,, | 
Copestone Chapter, No. 12, R. A. M. and 
DeMolay Commandery, No. 11, K. T. 
Rosina Miller, a daughter of Lewis Miller, | 
of Grafton, and Mr. Brinkman were united by | 
This | 
marital bond has resulted in the birth of eleven 


matrimonial bonds on August 3, 1862. 


children: Caroline P., Lizzie, who became the 
wife of B. F. Vance, now deceased; Charles 
C.,and George Henry in the store with his | 
father; Thomas Gibson, deceased; Sallie, 
Evaline, William T., John G., George Edward, | 
and Gertrude. 

The life of John George Brinkman is an 
object lesson of what can be accomplished 
by perseverance and continuity of purpose 
coupled with good judgment and strict integ- 
rity. 





DORSEY MACKIN, M.D., a practic- 

ing physician of West Grafton, and a 
member of the present United States pension 
board of examining physicians for Taylor 
county, was born at West Grafton, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, March 29, 1864, and 
is a son of William and Emily Yates (nee 
Baily) Mackin. 
Howard county, Maryland, in August, 1827, 


William Mackin was born in 


and came in 1852 to West Grafton, where he 
has resided ever since, except a couple of 
He learned the trade 
of carpenter, and was in the employ of the 


years spent in Kansas. 


Baltimore and Ohio Railroad company, when 
he came to West Grafton, as a foreman of a 
water station squad. He continued on the 


| Baltimore and Ohio railroad until 1862, since 


which year he has been engaged in farming. 
He is a democrat in politics, and has served 
as a councilman and mayor of West Grafton. 
He married Mrs. Emily Yates, widow of 
James A. Yates, who died March Ig, 1853, 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Mackin have six children, four sons and two 


aged twenty-nine years. 
daughters. Mrs. Mackin is a daughter of 
Thornberry Bailey, one of the old and promi- 
nent citizens of near Grafton, and by her first 
marriage had two children, one of whom is 
Dr. Thornberry B. Yates, who was graduated 
from the University of Maryland in the class 


of 1878, and since then has been a practicing 


physician of West Grafton. 

R. Dorsey Mackin received his elementary 
education in the West Grafton schools, and 
then entered the Pruntytown High school, 
from which he was graduated in the class of 
1882. 
medicine for a life vocation. He read with 
Dr. L. L. Wilson, of West Grafton, took a 
course of lectures in the University of Mary- 
land in 1883-84, and entered the Ohio Medi- 


Leaving school, he made choice of 
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cal College of Cincinnati, from which popular | 
institution he was graduated in the class of | 


1887. Immediately after graduation he re- 


turned to West Grafton, where he has been | 


engaged in active and successful practice ever 


since. 

Dr. Mackin is a democrat in politics, and 
holds membership in Mystic Lodge, No. 75, 
Free and Accepted Masons. He is now a 
member of the United States pension board 
of examining physicians for Taylor county, 
which position he has held for over two years. 


Dr. Mackin attends strictly to his professional 


duties, and has evinced that ability and degree | 


of skill in his early practice which are indica- 
tive of marked success and eminent distinc- 
tion in his future career. 


—_—e 





ARSHALL J. PARSONS, the pro- | 


prietor of the Parsons Business Block, 
Grafton, and one of the largest furniture 
dealers of the northern part of the State, is a 
son of Jonathan and Mary (Nevel) Parsons, 
and was born at St. George, Tucker county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), January 10, 
1845. 

Jonathan Parsons was born in Hardy county, 
and moved to St. George, and afterward to 
Preston county, where he died in 1869. He 
was a farmer by occupation, and for many 
years preceding his death had been a member, 
and an active member, of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. He married Mary Nevel, who 
was a native of Hardy county, and died in 
Preston in 1880, aged seventy-eight years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Parsons reared a family of five 
sons and five daughters. 

Marshall J. Parsons, at twelve years of age, 
was taken by his parents from Tucker to Pres- 
ton county, where he grew to manhood, and 





He 


was engaged in farming, and was also a clerk 


received a good elementary education. 


in a store until May, 1862, when he entered 
the Federal service as teamster, but was sub- 
sequently promoted to wagon-master, and 
served as such until September, 1864, when 
his time expired. Returning home, he re- 
mained but a short time, and in February, 
1865, enlisted in company “K,” Seventeenth 
West Virginia infantry, in which he served 
until July 16, 1865, when he was honorably 
dismissed from the Federal service at Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia. While serving as wagon- 
master he was in the battles of McDowell, 
Winchester, and Gettysburg—at the latter of 
which he was engaged in conveying the 
wounded from a fearful scene of carnage. At 
the close of the war, Mr. Parsons returned to 
Preston county, where he was variously en- 
gaged until 1872, in which year he removed 
to Keyser, Mineral county, where he purchased 
a farm, which he tilled for four years. He 
then came to Grafton as manager of the 
Singer Manufacturing company’s business, 
and continued in that capacity until Sep- 
tember, 1888, when he purchased his pre- 
sent temporary furniture establishment, then 
known as the old Bevelin stand. He carries 
full and complete lines of assorted furniture, 


and has a good and paying patronage. Mr. 
Parsons has just completed one of the largest 
and finest business blocks in Grafton. The 


Main and Latrobe 
streets, four stories high on the latter street ; 


Parsons block fronts on 


four fine store-rooms on the first two floors, and 
the third story is used as a sales-room, while 
the fourth floor is occupied as the family 
dwelling. The entire building has all modern 
conveniences and appointments, including an 
elevator. Mr. Parsons is not active in politics; 
he is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
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church, in which he is now serving as a trus- 


tee. He is a member of the Grafton Lodge, 


] 
| 
| 
| 


No. 98, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, | 
and Lotus Lodge, No. 10, Ancient Order of | 


United Workmen. 
man and a good citizen. 
On October 16, 1878, Mr. Parsons married 


He is a capital business 


new world as a soldier in the British army 
during the War of the Revolution. 
the first battles of that memorable conflict, the 


In one of 


Battle of Bunker Hill, he was taken prisoner, 
and the Americans learning that he was a 


| skilled mechanic and a mill-wright and not de- 


Mary Long, a daughter of William J. Long ; | 


they have one child, William Floyd, who is 
attending school. 
and energetic business woman. 
ancestors were among the early settlers of 
Hampshire county, where her grandfather, 
David Long, held a fine tract of land, nine 


_ prisoners. 
Mrs. Parsons is a capable | 
Her paternal | 


miles below Romney, on the Potomac river, | 


which had been surveyed by General Wash- | 


ington in his youthful days, when he was sur- | 


veying as a surveyor for Lord Fairfax. 


served inthe War of 1812. His son, William 
J. Long, was born and reared, and still resides 


on the old homestead, served in the Con- | 


Mr. 
Long married Mary Taylor, and reared a 


federate army under Stonewall Jackson. 


family of five children, one of whom is Mrs. 
Parsons. 





o——- 


ARMON SINSEL, a representative of an 
.old and respected family of Taylor 
county, and a prominent retired business man 


of Pruntytown, is a sonof Elijah and Elizabeth | 
(Burdett) Sinsel, and was born three miles | 
south of Pruntytown, in what is now Taylor | 


county, West Virginia (then Virginia), on the 
13th day of December, 1817. 

About 1750, in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, 
was born John Sinsel, grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, and the founder in America 


of the Sinsel family, of which he is a member. | 


He learned the trade of mill-wright in the 
Fatherland, and came to the colonies of the 


Fie; 
was a large farmer and slave-owner, and | 





siring to turn such a valuable man over tothe 
enemy, concealed him during the exchange of 
Soon after the war for independ- 
ence, he married and settled in Fauquier 
county, Virginia, and three sons were born to 
this marriage: Elijah, Harmon and John. 
After the death of his first wife, he married a 
second time and had one child,a daughter, 
Susan, who married Frederick Burdett a 
brother of the mother of Harmon Sinsel, sub- 
ject, and grandfather of Robert Burdette, the 
celebrated lecturer and humorist. About the 
year 1810, he (grandfather) removed from Fau- 
quier county to Pruntytown, and died there 
about 1828. 

Elijah Sinsel, father, was born in Farquier 


| county, September 9, 1786, and “ his sun set 


while it was yet noon,” on February 14, 1826. 
Like his father, he was a carpenter and 
mechanic, but in 1808 he came to the vicinity 
of Pruntytown and purchased a large tract of 
land. Prior to his locating in what is now 
Taylor county, he had married Elizabeth Bur- 
dett, a daughter of James Burdette, a farmer 
of his native county. Ten children were born 
to this union: Martin B., deceased, was a 
farmer, this county; John James, deceased, 
was a carpenter and farmer of this same 
locality; Mary Ann, married Payton New- 


| lon; Lucinda, deceased, was the consort of 


John R. Williamson ; Harmon, subject; Wil- 
liam, deceased, was a farmer of the same 
county; Susan, deceased, was the second wife 
of John R. Williamson; Elijah, deceased, 
was a farmer and cattle merchant of Webster. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 








this county, where he was the owner of a ise 
landed estate; and Frederick, who died at 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

The school-boy days of Harmon Sinsel | 
marked a period in the history of his neigh- 
borhood prior to the adoption of the free- 
school system, hence his educational start was 


obtained in the subscription schools. After 


| 
| 
| 
| 


obtaining a good elementary education he en- | 


tered Rector college, then under the supervi- | 


sion of Rev. Charles Wheeler. Here he 
gained a thorough knowledge of the English 


branches and laid the foundation for a subse- | 


quent useful and successful career. 
mained upon the farm until he was twenty-two 
years of age, when, being naturally of a 
mechanical turn of mind, he branched out into 
carpentering and cabinet-making, in Prunty- 
town. As a carpenter and contracter and 
builder, he has built most of the finer build- 
ings in the town in which he resides. He re- 
modeled the court-house and built the jail, 
both now used as the domicil of the West Vir- 
ginia Reform School, and did an extensive and 
profitable business in this line until 1870, when 


he took up mercantile pursuits, in which he 


was actively and successfully engaged until | 
1891, when he retired, and is now enjoying in | 
happy retirement the fruits of an industrious | 


and well-spent life. Mr. Sinsel is one of those 
few remaining conspicuous figures who took 


an active part in those stormy measures that 


led up to the formation of the new State of | 


West Virginia. And the facts of his biogra- 
phy in this connection are a record that he can 
look back upon with a pardonable pride. 


those enthusiastic and bitter partisan cam- 


old-line whig party, and his first vote was cast 
with that party for General William Henry 


He re- | 


His 
first recollections of political matters are of | 








Harrison, for president of the United States in 
' the autumn of 1840. He continued to vote 
with that party until its disruption, and the 
formation of the republican party, when he 
espoused the cause of the new party and has 
In 1844 he was 
elected the first county surveyor of Taylor 


voted with it ever since. 


county, and held that office for several years, 
when he refused to accept it any longer. In 
1846 he was appointed a justice of the peace 
and held the office for seven years by appoint- 
ment under the old constitution and four years 
by election under the revised constitution ; 
during the last period he was presiding officer 
of the County Courts. 


gate to that convention which met in Wheel- 


He was elected a dele- 


ing, in November of 1863, and framed the 
constitution of the new State and it was proba- 
bly due to his efforts that the name of West 
Virginia was substituted for that of Kanawha, 
the name proposed by a previous convention. 
During the muster of the militia in 1861, and 
before the idea of forming a new state had 
gained any considerable following or sympa- 
thy, he dressed his two daughters, then in their 
teens, with aprons made to represent the na- 
tional flag. The skirts had thirteen stripes 
and the breast represented a shield with the 
number of stars representing the states and 
one more for the new State which he declared 
the people would form, from the old state 
Virginia. In every move and measure that 
looked to the successful prosecution of the war 
and the formation of the new State, he was en- 
thusiastically and intelligently active. Upon 
the occasion of the famous Jones’ raid by 
a cavalry force of Confederates, into this 


| part of the State, and when men began to have 
paigns that marked the formative period of the | 


fears for their personal safety, he shouldered a 
gun and joined himself to the militia until the 
excitement had subsided, when he returned to 
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his home. It was during the latter raid that 
Mr. Sinsel acted as guide for General Kendall, 
from Grafton to Clarksburg. 

On February 3, 1846, Mr. Sinsel married 
Miss Mary B. Hurry, a daughter of James 
Hurry, a wheelwright of Morgantown, and a 
captain in the War of 1812. Three children 
have been born to this union: Delia A., wife 
of James L. Morris, of Chicago, Illinois; Clara 
Eyster, deceased, was the wife of Scott W. 
Martin, of West Union; Leroy S., who suc- 
ceeded his father in the mercantile business in 
Pruntytown. 





AMES W. HOLT, editor and proprietor 

of the Grafton Sentinel, of Grafton, Tay- 

lor county, West Virginia, is a son of Alfred T. 

and Maria (Stone) Holt, and was born Febru- 

ary 14, 184g, in Fayette county, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


lutionary War, the peace of the country was 


James W. Holt, Jr., the grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 

He married Catharine Stentz, which union 
resulted in the birth of one child, the father of 
James W. After the decease of his first wife 
he removed to Weston, this State, and married, 
as his second wife, a Miss Bennett. Alfred T. 
Holt, father, was born in 1822, on the old 
Fayette county homestead; his mother dying 
when he was young, he was reared by his 
grandfather and resided there until 1852, when 
he removed to Kingwood, Preston county, 


| West Virginia, and after a short residence of 


_ about two years there moved to Glennville, 


' Gilmer county, where he remained until 1858, 


when he returned to Kingwood, his home 
until he came to Grafton in 1882. His mar- 
riage with Maria A. Stone, daughter of John 


R. Stone, of Kingwood, has resulted in the 


_ birth of four children: James W., Keturah L., 
| the widow of Joseph M. Brown, of Kingwood; 
In 1794, shortly after the close of the Revo- | 


for a short time interrupted by what was | 


known as the “ Whiskey Insurrection” in 
western Pennsylvania. 


Troops were sent to | 


this region under the command of Governor © 


Lee, of Virginia. 
of the militia of Virginia. 


They consisted mainly | 
The great-grand- | 


father of James W. Holt, James W. Holt, © 


Sr., was among these troops, coming as far as | 


Uniontown, the county-seat of Fayette county; 
he was taken seriously sick with typhoid fever, 
and did not return with the troops to Virginia, 
but being impressed with the appearance and 
resources of that section, resolved upon mak- 
. ing that his future home. He purchased a 
' farm a short distance from Uniontown, and in 
what is known as Bunker Hill settlement, and 
spent the remainder of his days there as a 


farmer. Upon this old homestead was born 





Leonora C., at home, and John H., whose 
sketch follows. 

James W. Holt was educated in the common 
schools of Kingwood and the old “ Kingwood 
academy.” He learned the trade of printer 
at Kingwood, in the office of the Preston 
county Journal, and, after working at the 
trade in that place for three years, came to 
Grafton, at the age of twenty-one years, and 
took charge of the Grafton Sentinel as editor 
and publisher. The paper had been recently 
established—perhaps about eight weeks before 
Mr. Holt took charge, and in less than a year 
he purchased the entire plant, and from that 
time to this has held a prominent place in the 
history of the paper. In 1875 he sold the 
entire plant to Mr. C. M. Shinn, who con- 
ducted it alone for six months, when Mr. Holt 
again became connected with it through the 
purchase of a one-half interest, and they con 
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jointly operated it one year, when Mr. Holt 
again became sole proprietor, through the 
In 1878 
Mr. E. G. Jeffreys became a partner in the 


purchase of Mr. Shinn’s interest. 


enterprise, which partnership continued until 
1880, when George Dunnington, of Fairmont, 
for over one year, succeeded to its ownership 
and management, when Mr. Jeffreys repur- 
chased it from Mr. Dunnington, who published 
it until 1885, when Mr. Holt and S. P. Mc- 
Cormick became its sole proprietors, and re- 
mained so until the death of Mr. McCormick, 
in 1888, when he again became sole proprietor 
of the paper, and has continued as such to the 
present time. 

‘The paper is an eight-column folio sheet, of 
strong republican principles, published weekly 
and is spicy, well-edited and newsy. Politi- 
cally, Mr. Holt is a republican, and as such is 
prominent and active in the councils of his 
party. 
tion in the internal revenue service of the 
United States, and served three years. In 
1885 he was elected to the office of mayor of 
West Grafton, and served one term, and again, 


In 1881 he was appointed to a posi- 


under the administration of President Harri- 
son, he was appointed postmaster of Grafton, 
and served with entire satisfaction to the peo- 
ple until 1894. Fraternally, he is a member 
of Mystic Lodge, No. 75, A. F. and A. M., of 
which he was, for a number of years, secre- 
‘tary; Friendship Lodge, No. 8, Knights of 
Pythias, and the uniform rank of that order. 
In May, 1873, he was united in marriage 
to Annie, a daughter of John Jordan, of Graf- 
ton. To them have been born the following 
children: John A., of Horton, Kansas; Al- 
fred A., William H., Howard, Annie L. and 
Maria Catherine. 


—————— 








es JOHN HOMER HOLT, a promi- 
nent, able and successful lawyer, of 
Grafton, West Virginia, is a son of Alfred T. 
Holt, whose ancestry appears in the preced- 
ing sketch. John Homer Holt was born in 
Glenville, Gilmer county, West Virginia, on 
June 9, 1856. After obtaining a good aca- 
demic training in the old Preston academy, at 
Kingwood, he taught school five terms, three 
of them in Kingwood. The law had a fasci- 
nation for him, and he entered upon its study 
in the office of Hon. William G. Brown and 
George H. McGrew, prominent attorneys of 
Kingwood. He completed his studies in the 
office of James A. Brown, and was admitted 
to the Kingwood bar in 1878. 
at the county seat until 1880, and on Febru- 


He practiced 


ary 15, 1881, located in Grafton, where, with 
the exception of two years, during which he 
practiced in Washington, D. C., he has prac- 
ticed ever since, and is rightly regarded as 
one of the most able attorneys of this part of 
the State. A resident of the section of the 
state possessing great natural resources, and 
believing that a protective tariff is necessary 
to secure the highest development of these re- 
sources, he is a republican in political faith 
and practice. In the work and councils of 
this party he is active, and in 1878, shortly 
after attaining his majority, was elected a 
member of the legislature of West Virginia, 
from Preston county. He has frequently 
represented his county in state conventions, 
and was chairman of the state convention that 
met in Huntington in 1892 and nominated 
Hon. Thomas E. Davis, of Grafton, for gov- 
ernor. He was prominently before the con- 
vention at Elkins that nominated Aiston G. 
Dayton for congress, in 1894, and received the 
solid support of his county in that contest, but 
after the nomination of Mr. Dayton had been 
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made, he acquiesced heartily in the action of 
the convention, and entered at once with earn- 
estness and enthusiasm into the work of that 
hotly contested campaign. As a_ political 
speaker, Mr. Holt possesses a combination of 
qualities that make him very effective. He is 
well versed in the political history of the 
country, has a good address, pleasing voice, a 
logical and analytical mind, and the ability to 
present facts in such a way as to carry con- 
viction to his hearers. 

On February 22, 1886, Mr. Holt was hap- 
pily married to Marie Isabella Chaney, daugh- 
ter of Andrew W. Chaney, of Annapolis, 
Maryland. To this union have been born 
three children: Homer, Nellie and Maggie. 

Asalawyer, Mr. Holt stands deservedly high, 
and is well versed in all the intricacies and 
subtleties of criminal law, as well as in that 
system of jurisprudence that prescribes and 
proscribes human conduct. He is a careful 
student of law literature, as well as of human 
nature, possesses a keen and discriminating 
mind, and is always alert in the detection of 
technical points and legal manceuvering. Per- 
sonally, he is affable and dignified, and com- 
mands the highest esteem. 





o—___— 


LEXANDER ZECK, of Grafton, who is 
one of the leading insurance men and 
pioneer steam fitters of northern West Vir- 
ginia, and who is one of the conspicuous self- 
made men of the State, is a son of Michael 


and Eva E. (Marbourgh) Zeck, and was born | 


at the world-famed Johnstown, of Cambria 
county, Pennsylvania, on July 1,1852. He is 
of German descent, and his mother dying 
when he was but three years of age he was 
taken and reared by his maternal grandfather, 
Frederick Marbourgh, who was a member of 








one of the oldest and most substantial mer- 
cantile firms of Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 
Alexander Zeck attended the public schools 
of Johnstown until he was fifteen years of 
age, and then left that industrial city, whose 
name became world-wide in the tragic story 
of its great flood, whose horrors have been 
scarcely equalled in all the ages of human 
history. He left school in 1867 to enter the 
employ of the Allegheny Valley railroad 
company, and two years later, at the early age 
of seventeen years, was given charge of a pas- 
senger engine on the road between Pittsburg 
and Oil City, Pennsylvania. Hesoon became 
proficient and able as an engineer, and had 
charge of engines over different roads for six 
years. At the end of that time, in 1875, he 
retired from railway service, although in the 
line of promised promotion for ability and 
efficiency, and embarked in the book and 
stationery business at Grafton, in which he 
continued successfully up to 1887. In that 
year he and C. H. White formed a partner- 
ship under the firm-title of A. Zeck and com- 
pany, and engaged in the wholesale confec- 
tionery business, which they conducted for a 
period of two years. In the meantime Mr. 
Zeck had become interested in the efforts 
being inade to manufacture artificial ice at 
home, and in 1889 succeeded in organizing an 
ice company under the title of Tygart’s Val- 
ley Ice company, which erected the Grafton 
ice factory. Mr. Zeck remained in this com- 
pany one year, which under his management 
declared a dividend of twenty per cent. on 
five months’ work, when it was succeeded by 
R. W. Kennedy and company. He then, in 
1890, engaged in the present prosperous busi- 
ness of contracting on steam heating and 
power plants and general steam engineering. 
He makes specialties of steam fitting and fix- 
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tures and ventilating, and has built up a 
remarkably fine business in a field of work 
that is fast becoming popular in a country 


whose growth and progress absolutely de- 


mand. it. 


jl 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


He has fitted up many of the | 


finest residences of this section with steam | 


heating apparatus, and is now engaged in | 


putting in steam fixtures in the State Reform | 


school building at Pruntytown, which con- 
tains thirty-five hundred feet of radiating sur- 
face in its pipes and heaters, and the West 
Virginia Conference seminary buildings, which 
require about six thousand feet of radiation. 
In 1880 Mr. Zeck embarked in the fire, life 
and accident insurance business, and now 
controls ninety per cent. of all the insurance 
patronage of Taylor county. He represents 
a number of the oldest and most reliable 
companies of this country and Great Britain, 


among which are the /£tna, Providence, | 
| Phoebe (Smith) Reynolds, and was born at 


Washington, Franklin, Bowery and Marine of 
the United States, and. the Royal and Lan- 
cashire of England. 

On December 12, 1877, Mr. Zeck was 
united in marriage with Lelia M. Ware, a 
daughter of Robert M. Ware, of Grafton. 
They have two children: Fred Van and 
Hazel Pansey. 

In politics Mr. Zeck is a staunch republi- 
can. He served several terms as school com- 
missioner of Grafton and Fetterman districts, 
and in 1893 was a member of the republican 
convention that met at Elkins and nominated 
Hon. A. G. Dayton, the present congressman 
for the Second Congressional district, against 
Hon. William L. Wilson, the author of the 
Wilson bill and the present postmaster-gen- 
eral of the United States. He is a member 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran church, in which he 
has been an elder and treasurer for the past 


fifteen years, and is treasurer of the West 





Virginia State Sunday School association. 
He is prominent in the Pythian brotherhood 
and the Masonic fraternity, being a member 
of Friendship Lodge, Knights of Pythias ; 
Grafton Lodge, No. 15, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and Copestone Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons. 

Alexander Zeck in his active and useful 
career has well and abundantly exemplified 
the characteristics of a good citizen, a true 
friend and a practical business man, and has 
been the architect of his own fortune in the 
truest sense of that term. 


EORGE WASHINGTON REYNOLDS, 
ex-member of the house of delegates, an 
extensive stock-dealer and land owner, anda 
descendant of an old and highly-reputable 
Virginia family, is a son of Cornelius E. and 


Pruntytown, the early county seat of Taylor 
county, June 25, 1835. 

He traces his ancestry back to Robert 
Reynolds, his great-great-grandfather, who 
was a native of England, but settled in Fau- 
quier county, Virginia, during the early colo- 
nial days of this country. He was a pioneer 
farmer, married and reared a family, one of 
whom, Thomas A., was also a farmer of Fau- 
quier county. Thomas A. Reynolds became 
the father of two sons: Cornelius, the grand- 
father of our subject ; and John, both of whom 
removed to Harrison county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia). John located on the West 
Fork river, five miles below Clarksburg, and 
Cornelius settled one mile west of what is now 
Pruntytown, in about 1790, where he became 
one of the pioneer farmers. Upon settling 
there, he located and patented a tract of land, 
and subsequently added to it by purchase 
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until he owned twelve hundred acres of land. | 
He cleared up a large farm, which he culti- | 
vated by slave labor. He was a member of 
the Baptist church of Pruntytown, and a whig 
He married Mary Ehart, of Cul- 
peper county, Virginia, who bore him two 


in politics. 


sons: William, who followed the vocation of 
farming, and who served as sheriff of Harrison 
county, and who, after the formation of Taylor | 
county, served that county in the same capac- | 
ity. He moved in 1860 to near Parkersburg, 
where he remained but a few years, when he 
located in Knox county, Missouri, and died | 
there in 1868, aged seventy-one years. 
Cornelius Reynolds, father, was born on the 
old homestead, near Pruntytown, May 18, 1810, 
and died there January 12, 1885. 
extensive farmer, and in addition to the old | 


He was an 


home place of twelve hundred acres, he owned 
another farm of one hundred and seventy- | 
seven acres, adjoining. He cultivated this | 
large plantation by means of slave labor, and | 
He 
was a firm believer in the principles and doc- 
trines of the old whig party all his life, and | 
served as deputy sheriff of Taylor county 


owned at one time twenty-one negroes. 


under his brother, and as justice of the peace 
for quite a number of years, during which 
time he was president of the County Court for | 
a period of twelve years, prior to and after the | 
war. For a number of years he was an official 
member of the Methodist Protestant church. | 
He was regarded as a man of good sound 
judgment, a careful and methodical business | 
man, and atrue and devoted Christian. He 
married Phcebe, a daughter of Randolph | 
Smith, who was a member of the Methodist 
Protestant church, and for sixty years labored 
in the vineyard of the Divine Master. Mr.and | 
Mrs. Reynolds were the parents of six chil- 
dren: George W., subject; Lemuel E., a 





farmer of this county; Adelia, the wife of 
James Burnside, a farmer of Boothsville dis- 
trict, this county; Charles W., whose sketch 
appears in this volume; Hon. Francis M., an 
able lawyer of Keyser, Mineral county, this 
State, who was a candidate for Congress in 
1884, against Hon. William L. Wilson, and 
who represented his district in the legislature 
in the sessions of 1894 and 1895; John T.., 
who has beenanextensive farmer of the county, 
and who has been a minister in the Baptist 
church since 1867, during which time he has 
done much for the upbuilding of that church, 
and the dissemination of the Christian faith. 
George Washington Reynolds obtained his 
education at the old Rector college (now 
defunct), of Pruntytown, and after leaving 
school engaged in stock-dealing, which he has 
followed continuously up to the present time. 
Possessed of a clear, keen perception and 
good, sound judgment, he has been eminently 
successful as a dealer, and perhaps it would be 
no exaggeration to say that during an ex- 
tended business experience, covering a period 
of little less than half a century, he has han- 
dled more stock than any three men in the 
State of West Virginia. He is also one of the 
most extensive land-owners in the State, own- 
ing two valuable farms in Taylor county, 
whose aggregate acreage is twenty-one hun- 
dred acres, a greater portion of which is 
underlaid with a fine quality of coking coal. 
He is a democrat, intelligent, active, and influ- 
ential in the councils of his party ; he repre- 
sented his district in the house of delegates in 
the sessions of 1874, 1875, 1877, and 1878. 
In him the public schools find a stanch friend 
and earnest supporter. During both terms in 
the house of delegates he served on the edu- 
cational committee, the latter year as chairman 


of the committee. He has served twelve 





































bA :vinweo silt lo coma cone! lo esrsa borin sviswt bomwe 3H 
at inerral eogery iivs sf dotlw rad sgtel 5 qu haw 


_— : : ' . , hime ia alt i alt: aut” enmvell 
Hy co 2) bee voy 2 ! oO Faun sf AV att rods! ovale | 


13 . ely - MIBITG Ss giaw 5 DTS rwoivt muad to d siuit> seit 
pps 3 » Be 7) lt iO, ana a / boirugss 4H A 
y static owt ml sod odw jsinigiV¥ “Gnuer IE 


a a me pee lo notsoov sd1 bewollo) ortur agli 
ory fl i nh f aor onw |. roetns A lo Titode es bavi1se odw bas’; 





; Vint Lory -onqeo smae silt ni xual bs 
leieiiet reed aul ofwbns qnuderdtwl isn of 0081 ni bevom- 
isidw yard , gonie domed | i nsiw vy wet stud b ema | 
Yo eniblisdau at 16) dowen stebh | beib bane JivoeiM .~yinuos sei o 


ind oft to nertesiensevib ai bare Sissy sno-yintsvee begs BREE nb 
io ablonyoaA notynistanW syrose) adi no mod eew rote? eblonysH anil moo 
9 xOIde blo ot te noltedubs | 0181 81 ysl aworimnT 297. bee 
iofic bas ,swotytews{. Yo {fonuiebh | 4 aw shi” 288) 21 yrevesl| 19% ‘ig? boi > 
iw aeilasb-sloute oi batewendvieddoe | blo odd of woibba oi bas von rst pyle ene otxa, 


p 4 —_— t 3 — ; ~— Lae i mals 
oy am ¥ JotMhron Dave oi Doiwoe ol 261s hiss uti. yigws to soil 


viag nos ‘¢ to boregseeod - -yinevee bag botbnud ano fo emul 
ri j iomgbul beaver boog | edt basevitiin SH aniniojbs eros Ver 


a * . t : 9 - - = = “ay 
1 egeiisu bap zslesb « es (ulesaaaue bang ,1ods! Svele 16 efeom Yo a nots stile ; 





Purdy jan? vrRe a? noiis 1SQYsKs On | ef Batpen sno-Yaowd sini sno te E 
isiievos someiisecs eronreud bebast | -ob baa esiqioting odi ni yvsiled rit 
to | bas stl ed fle yneq gidw blo oft Yo = 
rm ostdi “ne matit visote som bolb | yYtntoo tolyeT Yo Nireda “ruqab * a tore 
i soneq sit Io Soiteu{ en bns dterd cid 


toi ni swenwo-tine! eviensits 20m | doitkw gainwb eryssy lo 1dr’ 


| at anvist sidculey ow? yai | wl nod ynwed off) to Inshieng tw 

(leswt 2i Spanos steyorgye seolw | ont woith bee OF Yoig ,cinsy SvISWI OB ors J. 

t a9} ee 

jo noifvoq aissTg 6 .e210e bb | lsisto an eeered exsoy Jo 19dmun & oT A Aw 
le Gileup sak 5 diiw bishsbnw | soils inatestorT seiborlisM oft Yo i 

“itos thegillviar sersomsb 6 ei sH | baioad body ‘to nam x an -bebisyst 

‘era sid Yo elionwos oft ni leitne | exenioud lesiboriiom bne Ivistés 6 ins 

bo seuord stad Jobstzib eid betnse | 6f1 ited bstoveb bas anid = iu 

RAL eNBe .pvF1 Yo enoieese oli odiglobasA Yo sotdgueb « odd 


siz we bah eloorloe sildiq-erd? mid al | taiboriisl sit Yo rsdraem & enw odw ai 
God yniwA = strogqud teames bas || boredal etzay yxie sot bas doris 


10- bsyise on estegelsb Yo seuod edt = basal “rote snivid orld o breysaivs 
1sr¢ total silt vsttimmos lenoites | -luls Rie Io utaoiaq ‘old Siow eblon 5 


5 Ae 


2H .ssitimmos 2d1 to bag 5 a fount ‘ Soojdue ow SyTO 


eo 


32 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





years continuously and efficiently as school 
commissioner. 


He has been a member of the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Baptist church since 1865, and was chosen a | 


deacon in 1874, and has served the church in | 


that capacity continuously ever since. 
has been in several railroad wrecks, barely 
escaping with his life, though at one time 
severely injured, all in the car with him being 


He | 
| bred stock. 


killed almost instantly. He was thrown up in | 


the air, and fell seventy-five feet from the | 


track, badly wounded. 
On December 25, 1859, he married Mary,a 


daughter of Fielding Riley, a farmer of this | 


county. To them have been born two chil- 
dren: Adelia A., married A. B. Corder, a 
successful farmer, and president of the board 
of education of Booth’s creek district (see 
sketch) ; Cornelius, the only son, engaged in 
stock-dealing with his father, married Eliza- 
beth Harr, daughter of J. M. Harr, a farmer of 
Booth’s creek district. 


_——__s —_———- 


HARLES WESLEY REYNOLDS, an ex- 
tensive grazer and stock-raiser, and a 
substantial and reliable citizen of Booth’s creek 


district, Taylor county, West Virginia, is a | 


son of Cornelius E. and Phoebe (Smith) Rey- 


nolds, and was born at Pruntytown, this county, | 


July 31, 1841. 
_C. W. Reynolds was reared at the place of 
his birth, educated in the public schools and 


in the old Rector college, and after leaving | 


school engaged in agricultural pursuits, which 
In 1864, he 
located on the Knight farm, which was a por- 
Here he 
remained until 1879, when he removed to his 


vocation he has since pursued. 
tion of the original Plummer tract. 
present home, which was the property of 


Hiram Linn, situated one-half mile east of 
Meadland. 


His farm consists of twelve hun- ' 








dred acres, of fine and fertile land, well im- 
Mr. Rey- 
nolds makes a specialty of grazing and stock- 


proved and conveniently located. 


raising, in which he has attained more than 
an ordinary degree of success, handling fine- 
He is liberal in his political 
views, voting for principle, rather than politics, 
but he is a believer in the doctrines and prin- 
ciples of the old-time whig party, as taught 
by Henry Clay, the “Great pacificator.”” Re- 
ligiously, he is identified with the Baptist 
church. On January 4, 1862, he married 
Martha J., a daughter of Hiram Linn, a pros- 
perous farmer and reputable citizen of this 
county, and to their marriage have been born 
six children: H. Sidney; Phoebe E., the wife 
of Presley M. Cropp, a farmer of Booth’s 
Creek district; George R., also a farmer of 
the same district; Lizzie E.,at home; Delilah 
E., the wife of R. B. Gall, a farmer of the 
same district, and Cornelius T., at home with 
his parents. 





S 





R™: DAVID POWELL, an eloquent min- 

ister, a genial and affable Christian gen- 
tleman and an ex-member of the West Virginia 
legislature, is a son of Elijah and Sarah 
(Cather) Powell, and was born July 13, 1831, 
in Flemington district, Virginia (now West 
The family of which Rev. Powell 
is a representative is of Welsh origin, his 


Virginia). 


great-grandfather Powell having emigrated 
from Wales to Frederick county, Virginia, 
where he froze to death, while hunting. 
His son, 
Stephen Powell, grandfather, came from Fred- 


He left one son and a daughter. 


erick county, to what is now Taylor county 
and settled near where the town of Webster 
now stands, where he founded the first store 
within the present limits of Taylor county. 
The legal tender in those days was ginseng, 
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snake root, deer and bear pelts and furs. 
These articles were carried by pack-horses to 


Winchester, Virginia, where they were ex- | 


changed for merchandise, which was carried 


back in the same way. He was prosperous 


tial republican; Juretha, widow of Lemuel D. 
Davis, and a resident of Simpson, Taylor 
county; Elizabeth, wife of Benjamin Fleming, 
a progressive and wide-awake farmer of near 


_ Webster; James, a farmer in Tyler county ; 


in business and became the possessor of a | 


large tract of land, but through injudicious | 


security-going he lost it and then removed to 
Chillicothe, Ohio, where he died at the age of 
seventy-four years, in 1848. 
married ; his first union was with a Miss Bart- 
lett, and resulted in the birth of twelve chil- 
dren, ten sons and two daughters, the father 


He was twice 


of Rev. Powell being but four weeks old 
when his mother died. His second wife was 


a Mrs. Lester, and resulted in an issue of 


four children, one son and three daughters. | 
Elijah Powell, father, was born on the pioneer | 
home near Webster, on August 21, 1808, and | 


died May 24, 1881. 


grazier, along which lines he achieved success | 


and was regarded as a model farmer. 


an old-line whig and then a republican, and | 


for a number of years served as township 
collector and was known as a careful, con- 
scientious and trustworthy official. 


He became a farmer and | 


He was | 


He was | 





a devoted and consistent Christian, and for | 


twenty years was a deacon in the Flemington | 


Baptist church. He married Sarah, a daugh- 
ter of John Cather (see Cather sketch). Five 
sons and seven daughters were the issue of 
this marriage: David; Nancy died in infancy ; 
William M., died in September, 1894, at the 


Harriet, died at the age of twenty-one years; 
Malinda, wife of N. D. Payne, of Flemington 
district; Dr. Thomas C., who graduated from 
the Cincinnati Medical college, located in 
Denver, later in Leadville, Colorado, where he 
died after ten years’ practice, in 1880, having 
made an enviable reputation as a surgeon; 
Huldah, widow of the late Samson Nestor; 
Sarah, deceased, was the consort of T. C. 
Yates, of Flemington district, and Luther H., 
was killed in the Civil War, on May 8, 1862. 

Rev. David Powell was reared upon the 
farm and was educated in a select school under 
the tuition of Rev. Benjamin Bailey. Having 
obtained a good English education, he taught 
school twelve years, and purchased a small 
farm in Flemington district, to the tilling of 
which he gave a limited portion of his time. 

Responding to Lincoln’s call for troops he 
enlisted in April, 1861, in company “ F,” Third 
regiment of West Virginia infantry, at Flem- 
ington, and was mustered into the regular ser- 
He 
was soon promoted to orderly sergeant, and 


vice at Clarksburg, on June 25, 1861. 


| was transferred to company “H,” Twelfth 


age of sixty years, was a farmer and merchant 


of Tyler county, served three years as captain 


West Virginia infantry, and was soon after- 
ward commissioned first lieutenant. 

In 1864 he was made provost marshal of 
General Curtis brigade in front of Rich- 


| mond. He was mustered out in February, 
of company “E,” Fourteenth regiment, West | 


Virginia infantry; represented Tyler county | 
six years in the legislature; was sheriff of the | 


county eight years, and president of the board | 


of county commissioners a number of years, 
a prominent citizen and an active and influen- 
3—3 


1865, by reason of the expiration of his term 
of enlistment. Among the more important 
battles in which he participated were the fol- 
lowing: Winchester, Newmarket, Piedmont, 
Lynchburg, Salem, Snickers’ Ferry, where he 
several minie 


ran several narrow escapes, 
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balls having gone through his hat and coat; 


Fisher’s Hill, Cedar Creek, where he had | 


charge of the wagon train, and a number of 
other important conflicts and quite a number 
of skirmishes. 


After the close of the war, he located on | 


his farm for one year, and then took charge of 
the public schools of Webster, this county. 
He has always taken an active interest in the 
welfare of the schools and the cause of educa- 
tion. _ The West Virginia college has found 
in him a loyal friend, and an earnest and de- 
voted advocate, to the support of which he 
has given liberally of his time and money. 
He is a republican in political adherence, and 
represented his county in the legislature of 
the State two terms, 1883 and again in 1885, 
At the 


and then declined a re-nomination. 


age of twelve and one-half years, he joined the | 
| born August 15, 1831, in Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 


Baptist church, and at twenty-two was or- 
dained to the ministry, and, except when 
called to some other station, has served his 
Master in that capacity ever since. His labors 
have been mostly of an evangelistic nature in 
the West, having traveled over Ohio, Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, Minnesota, Iowa, and Dakota, 
where for two years he was pastor of a church 
at Sioux Falls. In 1889 he returned to his 
native county, where he has since labored. 


ville, Marion county, West Virginia. They 


have four children: 
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Rev. Powell is a man who has won and 
rightly holds the respect of the community in 
which he lives. As an educator he was ear- 
nest and progressive, as a soldier valiant and 
brave, as a legislator true to every interest of 
his State, and as a minister eloquent and im- 
pressive, a mighty power for good wherever 
The world needs more just such 


He has a well- 


he goes. 
men as Rev. David Powell. 
selected library of over one thousand volumes. 
At the age of sixty-four he is again called to 


| labor in evangelistic and pastoral work in the 


state of Iowa, where he expects to go early in 
September, 1895. 








S 


RRORERE McCONKEY, county commis- 
sioner of Taylor county, is a son of 
William and Jane (Hurd) McConkey, and was 


vania. 

William McConkey (father) was born in 
Belfast, in the province of Ulster, county of 
Antrim, Ireland, in 1806. In 1820, at the 
age of fourteen years, he came to the United 
States, following an elder sister, who lived in 
the city of New York. 
Pittsburg, where he remained until about 


Later he came to 


_ twenty-five years of age, when he proceeded 
On April 20, 1858, he married Ellen E., a _ 
daughter of John Hughes, of near Booths- | 


Zana, wife of Ozro G. | 


Augir, a contractor and builder of Grafton, | 
West Virginia; Fulton L., was drowned , 


while bathing at Newberne, North Carolina, 


whither he had gone to found a newspaper; | 


Walter, a coal operator of near Pruntytown, 


up the Monongahela river to Brownsville, 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania, where he lived 
until 1850, when he came to Taylor county, 
and settled in the woods northeast of the 
town of Grafton, where he lived until 1854, 
when he became a resident of Fetterman, 
where he spent the remainder of his days, 
dying in 1890. Robert McConkey had but 
few advantages for securing an education, 


this county ; and Rawley H.,a practicing phy- | necessity compelling him to quit school at 


sician in West Milford, Harrison county, 
West Virginia. 


the age of twelve years. He learned the 


( trade of a cigar-maker, and has successfully 
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followed this avocation to the present time 
since 1859, in Fetterman, this county. 
connection with his cigar business he is also 
engaged in the mercantile business. In 1867 
he was appointed postmaster of Fetterman, 
and has held that office by re-appointment to 
the present time.. In the autumn of 1890 he 
was elected to the office of county commis- 
sioner of Taylor county, an office the duties 


of which he is now discharging with the | 
In 1865 he | 


entire approval of all interested. 
entered the service of his country in the Civil 
War in the Seventeenth regiment, company 
“K,” West Virginia infantry. 

Fraternally, he is a member of Delaware 
Tribe, No. 18, Improved Order of Red Men. 

On March 20, 1857, Mr. McConkey was 
united in marriage with Christina Jane Rogers, 


a daughter of Jacob Rogers, Sr. To this 


union have been born four children: Arthela | 


Jane, the wife of Thomas Finch; Laura B., 
the wife of Frank Orr; Nora L., deputy post- 
mistress at Fetterman; and Robert N. 
————2e 
MILLER SIMONTON, an efficient rail- 
road postal clerk and a veteran of the 





late Civil War, is ason of James H. and Priscilla 


E. (Darling) Simonton, and was born near | 
Rosedale, Pennsylvania, near the Pennsylvania | 


and West Virginia line, March 27, 1847. On 
the maternal side of the family, D. Miller 
Simonton is of Irish ancestry, whilst on the 
paternal side they were natives of Scotland. 
His great-great-grandfather, Cyrus L. Simon- 
ton, was a native of the Highlands of Scotland, 
and was a soldier under the Duke of Welling- 
ton at the world-renowned battle of Waterloo. 
After serving his country patriotically as a 
soldier he retired to the walks of a civilian 
and spent the remainder of his days in Eng- 
land. 


In | 
| during the American Revolution of the colo- 





One of his sons, Joshua Simonton, great- 
grandfather, was a soldier in the English army 
nies. After the issues of the war had been 
settled he located in the vicinity of Susque- 
hanna county, Pennsylvania, where he devoted 
the remainder of his active life to the arts of 
husbandry. He married a Pennsylvania lady 
and reared a large family, all of whom, except 
Thomas, grandfather, emigrated south. Some 
of the members of the southern branch of the 
family attained to distinction in many avenues 
of life—among them being Judge Simonton, 
of Charleston, South Carolina, judge of the 
Supreme Court of the state and a jurist of ability 
and distinction. Thomas Simonton, grand- 
father, was born in Pennsylvania, where he 
grew to manhood, and about 1815 joined the 
westward tide of emigration, and located in 
Greene county in the western part of the same 
state. Here he became the owner of a large 
tract of land, and devoted himself to the pursuits 
of agriculture. The military instincts of the 
family were in evidence in the character and 
make-up of Thomas Simonton, as they had 
been in his ancestral line for several genera- 
tions, and he served in the War of 1812, our 
second struggle for freedom. 

He married Miss Britton, of near Wilkins- 
burg, Pennsylvania, and four sons and six 
daughters blessed their union: all are now de- 
ceased except one daughter, Millie, nearly 
ninety years old. Among them were: John 
W., who reared a large family, and eleven 
of whose sons served in the Union army dur- 
ing the Civil War; nine of them were killed, 


| and the other two died soon after the conflict 


from injuries received in the service; Sarah, 
married J. Smith, of Greene county; Millie, 
married David Dradess, now living in Greene 
county ; Thomas C., was a resident of Greene 
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county ; Louisa, married Mackinzie McCloud, 
also of Greene county; James H., father of 
D. Miller, Dr. W. S., and Joshua C. 

James H. Simonton was born in Greene 


county on January 1, 1816, and died October | 
28, 1851, in the county of his nativity. Farm- | 
ing and its related pursuits of stock-raising | 
In the | 
line of stock-raising he made a specialty of | 
fine horses, whilst as a stock-dealer his opera- 


and stock-dealing were his avocation. 


tions were extensive and uniformly successful. | 
He was a man of remarkable physical strength 
and fine physique, standing six feet two inches | 
in height and weighing about two hundred 
pounds. Much of his physical vigor, no | 
doubt, was due to the care he took of himself, 
never knowing what it was to taste alcoholic 
stimulants. He married Priscilla E.,a daugh- 
ter of Daniel Darling, one of the early settlers 
of the vicinity of Taylortown, Pennsylvania, 
clearing the ground upon which that town 
was afterward built, and helped to build old 
Fort Martin, of Greene county. Three sons © 
were born to their union: .D. Miller, subject; | 
- Dr. William S., a practicing physician of Cam- | 
eron, West Virginia, and Joshua C., who died | 


in infancy. | 

D. Miller Simonton received only the rudi- 
ments of an education in the common schools 
of Greene county. When the Civil War was 
upon us and the country was threatened with 
destruction and dismemberment, true to the 
patriotic instincts of several generations of 
his ancestors, he rushed to the defense of the 
Union. He enlisted at Greensboro, Penn- 
sylvania, on September 22, 1862, in company 
E., Eleventh regiment Pennsylvania cavalry, 
and served uninterruptedly until he was dis- 
charged at Alexandria, Virginia, May 30, 
1865, the close of the war. 
important battles in which he participated 


Among the more | 


were the following: Beverly, Meadow Bluff, 
Bunker Hill, Mt. Jackson, Winchester, White 
Sulphur Springs, Front Royal, Gettysburg, 


| Cedar Creek and a number of skirmishes and 


He was twice taken 
At the 
latter place he received a gun-shot wound and 


lesser engagements. 
prisoner, but escaped both times. 


had several ribs broken, and at Mt. Jackson 
received a sabre wound inthe forehead. After 
the close of the war he took up stone-cutting, 
contracting and building in Greene and Wash- 


_ ington counties, Pennsylvania, which he fol- 


lowed until 1876. He then entered upon the 
work of the ministry in the West Virginia 
conference of the Methodist Protestant church, 
and was actively engaged as a laborer in the 
1888, 


when, on account of his vocal organs and a 


vineyard of the Divine Master until 


general impairment of health, he was com- 
In 
188g he took the position of mail clerk on the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, between Graf- 


pelled to relinquish ministerial work. 


ton and Parkersburg, and has since efficiently 
filled that responsible position. 

Fraternally, he is a member of Coplin Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, at Flemington, 
and of Unison Lodge, No. 152, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, of the same place; of 
the latter lodge he is a past grand, and is ex- 
grand chaplain of the Grand Lodge of West 
Virginia ; and a member of Golden Rule En- 
campment at Newburg, of which he is past 
patriarch; Blueflower Tribe, No. 22, Indepen- 
dent Order of Red Men, of which he is past 
sachem, and member of the Great Council of 
West Virginia. 

In political matters Mr. Simonton is a stanch 
republican. 

On March 4, 1869, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss R. J. Hart, a daughter of 


| Captain J. B. Hart, of Washington county, 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 


Pennsylvania. Seven children bless this union: 


| 


| 


Maud J., wife of T. D. Payne, of Tyrconnell, | 


this county; Laura Kirk, Lydia A., John B., 
William Earle, Nellie B., and Warren Ray. 


caren 


EV. AARON BARNETT, a popular and | 
highly respected minister of the Baptist | 


church and a gentleman possessing a pure 
Christian character, is ason of John and Dru- 
silla (Rowland) Barnett, and was born near 
Morgantown, Virginia (now West Virginia), 


on November 22, 1812. His father, John 


Barnett, was a farmer, carpenter and chair- | 


skill. 


His marriage with Drusilla Rowland | 


resulted in the birth of eleven children, ten of | 


whom were living at the time of his death, in 
1818. They were as follows: Joseph, deceased, 


was a farmer of Monongaliacounty; Elizabeth, | 


was the wife of James Gray, formerly of Mon- | 


ongalia county, later of Ritchie county, this 


State, where they both died; John, deceased, 
| ley, by whom he had eight children; William 


wasamerchant of Monongaliacounty; William, 
a blacksmith by trade, located in the west; 
Martha, became the wife of Jacob Madera, of 


Morgantown; Mary, was the wife of James | 


Sommers, of Monongalia county; Susan, 
married Elijah Sommers, of Monongalia 


county, and removed to Ritchie county, where 


they died. Robert -R., was a blacksmith of | 
| of Floyd Waller, of Webster. 


Harrison county, and died when a young 
man ; Rev. Aaron, subject ; Rebecca, deceased, 
was the wife of Isaac Yates, of Taylor county. 


Rev. Barnett received but a limited educa- | 


tion in school, but having a strong desire for 


learning, he accomplished much by self-study | 


and application, and obtained a good educa- 
He learned the trade of a blacksmith 
when a young man, and followed that trade a 


tion. 


number of years in Clarksburg, when he re- 
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moved to the country, near Clarksburg, and 
in 1865 came to Webster, and followed his 
trade as a journeyman until 1870, when he 
relinquished his trade. In 1837 he joined the 
Baptist church, and from the start entered 
He de- 
voted his spare time diligently to the study of 
the Bible, with the idea of entering upon the 


actively into the work of the same. 


ministry, and was ordained in 1850, and ever 
since has labored without ceasing in the 
Divine vineyard. 

His labors have extended over Harrison, 
Lewis, Upshur, Preston and Doddridge coun- 


ties. For twenty-two years he was pastor of 


maker, and was a mechanic of considerable | the Webster Baptist church, at Webster, and 


was asked to remain, but refused to do so. 
He is a member of Taylor Lodge, No. 23, 
£..0.40..F: 

On February 18, 1836, he married Eliza, 
eldest daughter of Rev. A. C. Holden, of near 
Clarksburg, Harrison county; nine children 
have blessed this marriage union: Drusilla 
A., deceased, was the wife of Gabriel E. Cor- 


A., a farmer of Monroe county, West Vir- 
ginia; Robert R., a merchant of Clarksburg; 
Jemima, wife of Jesse Alexander, of Clarks- 
burg; Aaron B., a physician of Wheeling, 
West Virginia; Leonidas P., deceased; Laura, 
postmistress at Webster; Wirt D.,aclerk ina 
store at Pruntytown; and Theodosia E., wife 


a —__ 


R. ERNEST L. LOVE, a prominent drug- 
gist and physician of Grafton, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, was born March 27, 
1861, in Taylor county, the only surviving 
child of Thomas B. and Mary M. (Latham) 
Love. Dr. Love, on the maternal side of the 


family, is descended from an old and promi- 
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nent English family of Virginia. His grand- 


father, John Latham, was born in Prince | 
William county, Virginia, in 1794. He owned | 
a large farm and employed a number of slaves | 
He believed in the in- | 


in the working of it. 
stitution of slavery, but in that crisis which 
arose from it, in which the disruption and dis- 
integration of the Union was severely threat- 
ened, he was a staunch friend of the Union. 
He came to Taylor county, West Virginia, in 
1850, and eventually located in what is now 
‘West Grafton. 
Union army. 


Four of his sons served in the 


Thomas B. Love, father, was born in Lou- 
doun county, Virginia, but cameto Pruntytown, 
this county, in 1848, and later removed to 
West Grafton, where he died, in 1873, at the 
age of forty-nine. For a time he was engaged 
in mercantile pursuits in West Grafton, and at 
the time of his death was in the employ of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad company. Mrs. 
Mary M. Latham Love is a woman of more 
than ordinary intellectual capacity, and has 
achieved a more than national reputation 
through her prominence in connection with 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
work. In 1886 she went to Australia, where 
she became the pioneer in this line of work; 
organized the Victoria, Australia, branch of 
that body, and became its first president, re- 
maining there and working for its success for 
five years. She is at present the vice-president 
of the West Virginia branch of the Union. 
She is also well known as an educator of ability 


and skill, having taught about twenty terms | 


in the county. To the splendid ability of his 
mother as a teacher and instructor, Dr. Love 
owes his mental culture. Upon leaving school 


learned the trade of a machinist. He did not 








follow this trade long, but registered in the 
office of Dr. William L. Grant, of Grafton, as 
He entered the Jeffer- 
son Medical college of Philadelphia, Penn- 


a student of medicine. 


sylvania, and took the courses of lectures dur- 
ing the sessions of 1880 and 1881. 

He then passed an examination before the 
State Board of Pharmacy and the State Board 
of Health of West Virginia, and having re- 
ceived the proper certificates, took up the 
practice of each in West Grafton, where he 
After this he spent a 
short period in Rowlesburg and Eglon, Pres- 


remained two years. 


ton county, and on July 1, 1887, returned to 
Grafton and went into the drug business. He 
owns two large and well-equipped stores, one 


‘on Main street, devoted to the wholesale and 


retail trade, and another on Latrobe street, 
devoted to the retail trade. In his political 
adherence he isa republican, and takes an 
active part in all the measures tending to the 
success of the republican party. During the 
congressional campaign of 1894 he owned and 
edited the Grafton Sextine/, the political organ 
of the party in Taylor county. 

On August 5, 1884, Dr. Love and Ida M. 
Parker, daughter of Lewis Parker, of Clarks- 
burg, Harrison county, were united in mar- 
riage. To this union has been born one 


child, L. Lester B. Love. 
——<$<_— 
REDERICK JONES BURDETT, clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Taylor county, 
West Virginia, and who has always been effi- 


cient and popular as a public official, is a son of 
James W. and Harriet (Warder) Burdett, 


| was born at Pruntytown, the old county-seat 
he entered the shops of the Baltimore and | 
Ohio railroad company at Grafton where he | 


of Taylor county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), August 10, 1859. 
The Burdetts are of French origin, and 








sil) mi bewdeigo: jod ,geol shar edits wollol 


es nota) Yo panvd ) melliW aC lo soifio 
-yaito| oli bowine sH  osnoihom Wo teobdte c. | 
nied stdqishelidT Yo sysiloo lesibulA noe 


wb aniusost Jo ese. oft dood bos sinnvige 
1421 bns GBR: Io enolase oft ge 
ad? ovoled neitscimsxe me berenq nels oH 
#2 oft bun yorenmadT Io bisodl sini2 
ad bas ,einigiV iasVf to dts Yo 


too 7 


braoll of 
1 ‘only 


ori) qu 


eataottitiea tqo1g ol) beavies 
od stodw oodten) tesW ni dose lo solftoang 
loorye Sf aul) weHRA 8 2xs9y of benicar 
ent mnotga bas yivdeslwoA ni boiisg more 
o) bemuatn jet: 1 yal no bas Ainued nod 
2H 
ono nose boqqipps-llow bas oytal owl enwo 
bith sleealorw sit 09 betoveb seve ticM no 
tsavte sdotist no wilions bas ,obii liste 
lnottilog aii al 
ne eesti bas ,gaaildege: «ei od sonsrdbs 
edi of gnibast anuesom Sit lis ni eg ovitos 
sft gare .yineq nsvilduge ad? lo eesvoue 
bas bomeveo al nods to wsiseyttiss lanoigesrpne. 
nee les itiiog ont \owtiuad nodievD orf beotibe 
yinwes voiyaT ni viieq oft to 
M chi -bne svedad 4881 2 teuguA nO 
-ettall lo rode eiwel Ww widlgusb sodteT 
wet i: bailey -evow Wines neeineH sawed 


eontaud yourb ot citi daow box nofimed 


sno mod toed ead woiae ¢idi oT psn 
ovod & xetest .1 bifid 
ar 





iiss Tass evo’ WIINAGaN 
soanos wiysT Yo tiweD tivoriD 9243 lo 
«ffs need eynwls eotf orlw baa SsisigniV tesW 
to noz ei ,lninffie silduq-s es welugog bis Inia 
Jtshw (sinsW/) ttasH bos .W) 2omel 
teve-yinwoo blo oft yawotgiawl te mod anw 
“uV seo won) sintgil¥ ,yinvas wlyeT Io 
| — .@@81 OL JeuguA (sinig 
bne tbat donot lo ms ettebwi ofT 


. wae 7 
289 per e« 
> 7 > 


~ 


_ebew ister 4d) of boetoveb | 


: 
: 
| 


AIGTIIOIOVD TIASTAC] QUA JAIDIAIAROOINE 


! 


| anniet vrrows tuods tnguat guteall' 5 


































-basr9 iH sinigiV Yo icdvaag act 
sont ai mod sew enesigt ndol jedan 
bsnwosH peri ni ninigpiV¥ anaes a li 

eovale Yo rsdrtvn 6 boyolgms bns malay 
«mi ot oi bayeiled 9H _ Ji. lo ynistrow ad) 
doidhw eieito terlt oi tud'yxovele Yo. Ose 
~#ib bas poitquraib od} doidw oi 7 mem So 
“jest? yissavee exw moin silt Io aol > 
coin sft to bro ronunte s caw of 
ni winigiiV gesW aginuod solyeT of ve 
won et tedw ai boiscol ylautnove bm 
od? ov bsvee enoe vil lo wo; 


ol ai maod-esw racist pvos Al een 


| nwot gaurd ofsmes tud ,sisignii¥ pat 09 


ot bovomen wel bie 2.81 ni yiaueae 
ont ie X80 Miybsib od mod oolhse 
boyagns esw sl sis 2 109 oninag 1% 
is bas ,tofter) teoW ai zivemg lid 
aj to yolgens silt ni enw Hicab eid tos 
2h .ynaqmoo beorlis: oid bas a 
stom le nemniow & i svol mettist 2 
eed bre pgiosged leiipslloini yuan ib 
noiisiugst Isnoen noid stom © pi 
Hiiw soiteenteo mi consnimoyg rod ty 
noinU somsiwgmeT nite e'n: 
svilw silewemA of tnow sile 088r we 
show Yo sail eid? oi to9n0iq ont 2 
to, donmd ,cilesfaod siroi9iV oitt 
-ot insbieowq tei ati simeosd bas bod 
10} ee900ue 23i 1) yrtiotiow bas otesltege 
tnebieovg-soiv ant Inserg Js et ole, 
nointS otlt lo domed sinigti¥ na 9 
Wilids o 1otso0bs ne es rwond Ilsw o: 


ar 


pdb saaapshesinc peat) ane 
ee rer 
loodos gaivesl mog' .owiluo le: 





F.. J; BURDETT: 











a 
ee ‘cai ‘ 
‘dy Saawre 


OU De 


~~ 


_ ot Se 

“an MN 3 pos See. sie avg): re 1 ih a wi 
TIGR SA 4,4 : ores «i @! sai - 
7, oom ° Le ~ 4-2 4s CRS RS, g 
' da inset pines walk Jn, yee sama 
‘ ; 4-584 34 frgn A oedg a Co ! 

seh) <i Wuawi 9. > “OD crea ; get 


» 














OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 39 





Frederick Burdette, the great-great grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch, was a 


| 
| 


native of France. It is not known by his de- | 


scendants in what part of France he was born, 


nor the time of his birth, but it is known that 


sometime in the last five years of the sixteenth | 


century, he, accompanied by a _ younger | 


brother, James, made their escape from France, 


where they had rendered themselves objec- | 


tionable to the government, and succeeded, | 


after many narrow escapes, in reaching Hol- 
land, from a seaport in which country they 
succeeded in crossing to Virginia. They set- 
tled at Culpeper, where some of their de- 
scendants yet reside. 





Frederick Burdett, the grandfather of our | 


subject, was born at Culpeper, Virginia, De- 


cember 24, 1787. He was married there to | 
| first wife, had eight children, four sons and 


Susan Sinsel, and the newly married couple 
started immediately after the ceremony with 
the bride’s father and his family for their future 


home, west of the Alleghenies. Several fam- | 


ilies from the town of Culpeper and vicinity 
made the journey together, and were more 
than two months on the road. The trip wasa 
long and weary one, most of the party being 
obliged to walk, as there were no roads and 
the horses were heavily loaded with the house- 
hold goods of the party, but they in time 
reached Pruntytown, then known as Williams- 
port. 

Susan Sinsel, the bride of Frederick Bur- 
dett, and the grandmother of Frederick Jones 
Burdett, was the daughter of Harmon Sinsel, 
who was a native of Hesse-Hamburg, one of 
the German states that furnished his British 
Majesty, King George III. with a number of 
troops during the Revolutionary War. These 
troops were raised by conscription, and it was 
much against their will that they were forced 
to fight against those struggling against op- 








pression, and when the fortunes of war 
placed him in the power of the Americans as 
a prisoner of war, he readily accepted his pa- 
role, and shortly after recrossed the Atlantic 
and obtained an honorable discharge from the 
army of his native Prince, and returned to the 
United States. He did not obtain his dis- 


charge papers until after he had undergone 


many hardships and trials, for it was only after 
many and repeated failures that he finally 
obtained the precious documents, and was al- 
lowed to depart for America. The return 
voyage was made in mid-winter, and was a 
long and perilous one, lasting over six weeks. 
The little sailing vessel on which he had taken 
passage had many narrow escapes from found- 
ering. 

Frederick Burdett and Susan Sinsel, his 


four daughters, two of the daughters dying 
when young. The sons were James W., 
John S., Frederick E., and Benjamin F., the 
daughters who lived and married were Mary 
J., and Anne. Mary J. Burdett married 
Leonidas S. Johnson, a son of Governor Jo- 


| seph Johnson, and Anne Burdett married 


Stephen Blue. Mrs. Johnson and husband are 
yet living at Pruntytown, but Stephen Blue 
and wife both died with typhoid fever in 1850, 
within a few hours of each other. 

Frederick Burdett, soon after his arrival at 
Pruntytown, engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness, and his industry and ability soon made 
him a prominent citizen and a leading mer- 


| chant. For many years he and Abraham Smith 


had the only stores in this part of the country, 
there being none nearer than Clarksburg, 
Morgantown or Evansville, and their custom- 
ers often came for many miles to do their deal- 
ing. Merchandise was purchased but twice 
during the year, in the spring and fall, and 
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when the new goods arrived it was considered 
quite an event among the people of the com- 





liam S. Elliott, Davidson and Elliott both be- 


_ ing contractors and builders, known all over 


munity, and there was a great rush to obtain 


the “first pick” of them. 
He purchased his merchandise in Baltimore, 
from which city they were first hauled in 


wagons as far “west” as the roads were com- | 


pleted, and for a long time for the last two 
hundred miles they were carried on horseback. 
After the building of the canal to Cumber- 
land, Maryland, merchandise was brought to 


the State for their promptness and honesty in 
filling their building contracts ; the third and 
youngest daughter, Mary Florence, wedded 
Lysander Dudley, of the Lysander Dudley 
All three reside in Park- 
The 
youngest child was a son, Samuel George 


Lumber company. 
ersburg, and have since their marriage. 


_ Burdett, who, for fourteen years was in the 


that place in canal boats and then carried on | 


“west” over the mountains to Pruntytown, | 


through an almost unbroken forest and over 
the roughest of roads. He died at Prunty- 
town, October 27, 1865, aged seventy-eight 
years. 

James W. Burdett was born at Pruntytown 
November 8, 1817, and for many years was 
engaged with his father in the mercantile busi- 


postal service, and was one of the best and 
most efficient ever in the service between the 
Ohio river and Washington, D.C. He be- 


came greatly attached to this perilous and 


ness, and in addition to conducting his mer- | 


cantile establishment he built and operated for 
many years one of the largest tanneries in this 


part of the State. For several years previous 


to his death, he gave the tannery business his | 


exclusive attention. 
cessful in business and also took a deep inter- 
est in the political affairs of his county and 
state, being recognized as a prominent whig, 
and later as a republican leader. Notwith- 
standing the fact that his family had always 


owned many slaves, and he was “brought up” | 


to believe in slavery, yet he became an open 


and avowed abolitionist and cast his vote for | 


Lincoln for President when he was first a can- 
didate. Mr. Burdett was twice married, first 
to Harriet Kemble, a daughter of Samuel 
Kemble, one of the pioneers of this part of 
the country, she died, leaving four children: 
Francis Victoria, now the wife of Stephen 
Davidson; Susan Virginia, who married Wil- 


He was active and suc- | 





difficult business, but resigned in 1889, but 
could not content himself away from that 
business, and while in a postal car assisting 
the clerks in charge in their duties, but not 
holding a commission or receiving pay, was 
instantly killed in a collision on the Metro- 
politan branch of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, about thirteen miles west of Wash- 
ington, D. C., on April 28, 1891. 

Mr. Burdett, on June 11, 1856, wedded 
Harriet Warder, as his second wife. Harriet 
Warder was a daughter of the late Noah 
Warder, and was born on her father’s farm, 
near Pruntytown, August 6, 1832, and was 
Noah Warder, her 
father, was a son of Henry Warder, who early 


one of a large family. 


in the present century came from Fauquier 
county, Virginia, and settled on a farm near 
Pruntytown. Henry Warder was a son 
of Henry Warder, a gentleman of English 
family, who came over to Virginia with Lord 
Fairfax. He was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tionary War, and took an active part in that 
long struggle for liberty. The name at that 
time was spelled “ Wardour,” but has since 
been changed into Warder. Noah Warder 


was married to Mary Jones, a daughter of 
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Samuel Jones, another of the pioneers of | 
this part of the State. 
near Morgantown about the year 1770; a. 


Samuel Jones settled 


small fort was built at that place, into which 
the people collected for safety when threatened 
by the Indians. 
one day in 1777, the Indians attacked the set- 


While working on his farm 


tlers, and captured a son and daughter of 
Samuel Jones. These two children, Mary and | 
John Jones, aged ten and twelve years, were © 
taken by the Indians to Detroit, where they 


remained many years. Mary Jones finally 
made her escape from the Indians, went to | 
Detroit, and there married Peter Malotte. 
Many years after she came on a visit from her 
home at Grosfield, Canada, across Lake Erie 
to Sandusky, where she, with two of her 
children, two little boys, crossed the state of | 
Ohio, and through Virginia (now West Vir- 

ginia) to her father’s home. Her father lived 

on Three Fork creek, in Taylor county, about | 
two miles from what is now the city of Graf- | 
ton. She found her father living, his age then | 
being seventy-eight years. Mrs. Malotte was 
fifty. She remained about three months, and 
returned as she came, on horseback, nearly | 
all the entire distance being through the wil- 
derness, and no roads but Indian trails. Mary 
Jones, the wife of Noah Warder, was a niece 
and namesake of this Mary (Jones) Malotte. 
Noah Warder was the oldest of six sons, all of 
whom married and settled in the immediate 
neighborhood of their father’s home. 
born March 17, 1796, and at the age of sixteen 
years entered the American army as a volun- 
teer in the War of 1812. He wintered in the 
vicinity of Detroit one winter following the 
surrender of General Hull. He distinguished 
himself while in the service, and was several 
times promoted, but at the close of the war he 


returned home, married Mary Jones, and set- 


He was 








tled on a farm near the home of his father, 


_ where he remained until his death, on January 


19, 1880, being noted far and near as an ex- 
emplary Christian citizen and a model father, 
and reared a family of thirteen children. 

James W. and Harriet (Warder) Burdett 
had six sons and one daughter born unto 
them: Frederick Jones, subject; James Guy, 
who married Zoe Lowe, daughter of Hon. 
Robert Lowe, of Marion county, and now re- 
sides in West Grafton; Lucy Maude, wife of 
George H. A. Batson, now postmaster at 
Pruntytown ; William Noah, a resident of 
Fetterman, being station-agent at that place ; 
Richard Clyde, who wedded Hellena Mueller, 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and now resides in that 
city ; Abraham Williams, deputy clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Taylor county; and Luke 
Edward, who married Lulu Taylor, daughter 
of Sidney Taylor, master mechanic of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad company’s shops 
at Martinsburg, and resides in that place, 
having a responsible position with the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad company. 

Frederick Jones Burdett was reared in his 
native town, received his education in the 
high school at that place, and at the early age 


| of sixteen years, in 1875, began to make his 


own way in the world by teaching a four 
months’ term of school in Gilmer county, near 
the little town of Troy, where his mother’s 
oldest brother, William W. Warder, resides. 
He successfully finished the first term of 
school, and commenced a second term, but 
after teaching one month, was compelled to 
give up teaching for the time being, having 
contracted a severe cold that came near ter- 
minating in his death. For several months 
he was unable to leave his room, and has 
scarcely yet fully recovered from that pro- 


tracted sickness. For fourteen years he fol- 
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lowed the profession of teaching, and during 
that time filled various positions of trust 
and honor. 
assessor for Taylor county, to assist the asses- 


sor, Joseph M. Allen, who was at that time in © 


ill health. In 1886, the county having been 


divided by the legislature into two assessment | 


districts, he was appointed by the county 
court as assessor for the west district of Taylor 
county, and filled the position satisfactorily 
until 1888. Atthe republican county convention 
held at Grafton in 1888, he was nominated by 


acclamation as assessor for the west district, | 


On Sep- 
tember 24, 1890, he was appointed deputy 


and was elected by a lage majority. 


clerk of the Circuit Court for Taylor county, — 


by John S. S. Herr, the clerk of that court, 
After serving two years as assessor, at the 
republican convention held in 1890, to nomi- 
nate candidates for county offices, he was 


named for the office of clerk of the Circuit | 


Court. He was elected in November, 1890, 


for a term of six years, and has now served | 


four of them. 
To the duties of his responsible office, Mr. 
- Burdett has given closely his time and atten- 


tion, and has also thoroughly familiarized | 


himself with every detail of his office work. 
His previous experience as assessor has given 
him personal knowledge of many persons who 
are interested in or connected with suits and 
business that come before the Circuit Court. 
His discharge of the duties of his office has 


so far been thorough, creditable, and satisfac- 


tory, and he enjoys the respect, good-will, and 
confidence of all, independent of party or 
political opinion. 
—————-9 
Coes L. SHIELDS, a farmer and 





stock-dealer and grazer of thrift and | 


enterprise of near Tyrconnell, Taylor county, 


In 1884 he was appointed deputy 


| West Virginia, is a son of John and Sarah 
(Webb) Shields, and was born on the old 
Shields homestead near Tyrconnell, March 19, 
1855. The ancestral history of Martin L. 
Shields will be found in the history of his 
brother, William L. Shields. 
a good elementary education in the element- 
ary schools, Martin L. Shields entered the 
West Virginia college at Flemington, where 


After obtaining 


he still strengthened and improved his mental 
nature two years. He was reared upon a 
farm, and when he left school and looked 
about him for a life vocation, it was but natu- 
ral that he took to the agricultural pursuits. 
He took charge of his father’s farm, the old 
homestead, which he now owns, and has re- 


This farm contains 


mained there ever since. 
three hundred and thirty-five acres of as good 
land as there is in Taylor county, all well im- 
proved and underlaid with a fine vein of 


coking coal. The dwelling-house upon it 
was built by him in 1880, and is a brick build- 
ing, substantial in structure and neat in ap- 


pearance, and is surpassed by few, if any, of 
the farm-houses of the county. He also 
owns one hundred and ninety-five acres of 
land in Moultrie county, Illinois, which he 
' rents. Mr. Shields devotes his energies largely 
to the handling and raising of fine stock. 
Fraternally, he is a member of American 
Lodge, No. 76, I. O. O. F., of which he is a 
| past grand, and is past chief of Patriarch En- 
_campment, No. 45, at Tyrconnell; Friendly 
Lodge, No. 96, K. of P.; whilst religiously 
he is a member and trustee of the Methodist 


Protestant church, and politically an ardent 
republican. On December 25, 1883, he mar- 
ried Miss Mollie A.,a daughter of Abraham 
Howell, a blacksmith by occupation, and then 





a resident of Greene county, Pennsylvania, 
now of Flemington, this county. 
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LEOPHAS WOODFORD, a prosperous | 


farmer and dairyman of Court House | 


district, Taylor county, West Virginia, is a 
son of John H. and Ingaby (Thompson) 
Woodford, and was born near Philippi, Bar- 
bour county, West Virginia, January 10, 1855. 

The Woodford family, of which the subject 


_ district. 


of this sketch is a member, settled in this | 


country prior to the 
William Woodford, great-grandfather, was a 
descendant of General Woodford of Revolu- 


Revolutionary War. | 


tionary fame, and married a daughter of | 


the British General Howe. William Wood- 
ford was a native of Loudoun county, Vir- 


ginia, but becamne one of the pioneers and | 


forerunners of civilization within the territory 


now embraced in Barbour county, West Vir- | 
ginia, where he died at an advanced age in | 


Prior to his removing to Barbour 


1837. 


county he had entered into a marital alliance | 


with a Miss Moss. This marriage resulted in 
the birth of three sons and one daughter: 
John H., grandfather; Jacob, who was born 
in 1800, and died in 1892, in Barbour county, 
where he was an extensive farmer and stock 
raiser, and Polly, who became the wife of 
Robert Talbott. 

John H. Woodford, grandfather, was born 


in Barbour county, in 1796, and died in 1881. | 


He was reared and educated in his native 


county, and lived there all his life. Farming 


was his life vocation,and being a man of per- | 


severing, thorough-going spirit, and possessed | 


of rare good judgment, he was quite suc- | 
_phas, who assumed the responsibilities of 


cessful and became one of the most extensive 


and prosperous farmers and stockmen in that | 
| county, where he was thus engaged until 


county. He was a firm believer in the prin- 


ciples of the old whig party, as exemplified | 


and advocated by Clay, Harrison and other | 


advocates of national banks and a high pro- 


tective tariff. In addition to serving the 


county in the capacity of sheriff, he was for 
thirty-five years a justice of the peace in his 
He married Miss Nancy Manear, of 
Barbour county, by whom he had fourteen 
children: Isaac, a farmer of Barbour county ; 
William, deceased, also a farmer of that 
county ; Adam, of Nebraska; John H., father ; 
Asa W.,a farmer and expert cattle-dealer of 
Lewis county ; DeWitt C.,a farmer of Ran- 
dolph county ; 
Phcebe, deceased, who married Daniel White- 


Riley, who died young; 


man; Polly, deceased, who became the wife 
of Alpheus Zinn ; 
Davisson, of Harrison county; 


Emily, wife of Austin 
Hannah, the 
wife of John Knotts; Elizabeth, who married 
John Corder; 
and Cynthia became the wife of John Osbourn. 


Frenia, married Lewis Lough, 


John Woodford, father, was bornin May, 1828, 
and died March 1, 1894. He received his 
schooling in the subscription schools of Bar- 
bour county, and drifted into agricultural and 
stock dealing pursuits, along which lines he 
did an extensive business and accumulated a 
very handsome competency. He married 
Ingaby, a daughter of Kiah Thompson, of 
Barbour county, and they became the parents 
of ten children: Winfield Scott, a farmer of 
Randolph county; Dr. A. H.,a physician of 
Belington, Barbour county; Saphronia, wife 
of E. Hulton, of Randolph county; Rissie, 
wife of Warwick Hulton, of Randolph county ; 
Isis, wife of Dr. F. Snyder, a physician of 
Charleston, West Virginia; Ora, wife of John 
Robinson, of Martin’s Ferry, Ohio, and Cleo- 
life in the role of a farmer in Barbour 
1881, when he removed to the farm upon 
which he now lives, consisting of two hun- 
dred and ninety acres, situated in Court House 


district. In connection with farming he car” 
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ried on an extensive dairying business, and 
handles a great many sheep. The marriage 
of Mr. Woodford and Miss Mary E., daughter 


| 
| 


of Hugh Evans, sheriff, deceased, of Fetter- | 


man, Taylor county, took place on September | 
8, 1881, and has resulted in the birth of four | 


children: Stella, Bessie, Allie and Ina. 


—o-—__—_ 


ILSON B. BROWN, a successful farmer 

of near Webster, Taylor county, West 
Virginia, is a son of Boyl and Mary (Wilson) 
Brown, and was born in Augusta county, Vir- 
ginia, June 26, 1818. 
Brown, was born in Ireland, but in 1780, he 


with his family, which then consisted of him- | 
self, his wife, and three children, two sons and 


one daughter, emigrated to the United States 
and settled in Augusta county, Virginia, Mr. 
Brown being engaged extensively in the manu- 
facture of malt for distilling purposes, which 
business he pursued the remainder of his life. 
The children were James, who became a farmer 
of Augusta county; Boyl, the father of our 
subject, and Elizabeth, who married John 
Caruthers, a farmer of Augusta county. 

Boyl Brown followed the vocation of a 
farmer all his life, in Augusta county, and 
died in about 1825, at the age of forty 
years. He married Mary Wilson, of Augusta 
county, who bore him two children, Wilson 


_B., subject, and Jonathan, deceased: who was | 


a house-joiner of Augusta county. Wilson 
B. Brown learned the tanner’s trade and fol- 
lowed it until 1839, when he went to Harrison 


county, Virginia, now Taylor county, West | 


Virginia, and engaged in farming. In 1864 
he purchased a farm of two hundred and sixty 
acres adjoining Webster, upon which he has 


since resided. He has since sold one hun- 





His grandfather, James | 





dred acres to his son Charles, and now owns | 


one hundred and sixty acres of land, well im- 
proved and in a good state of cultivation. For 
fifty-five years he has been a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and is a republi- 
can in his political preferences. On June 2, 
1840, he married Mary,a daughter of Thomas 
Gauthrop, a farmer of Taylor county, and to 
them have been born eight children: James, a 
farmer of this county ; Jennie, athome; Colum- 
bus C., who was formerly a merchant, but 
now a farmer of this county; Jonathan W., a 
farmer of Butler county, Kansas; Elizabeth 
A., wife of William A. Rector, a merchant of 
Grafton, this State; George W., a merchant of 
Parkersburg, West Virginia; Mary E., de- 
ceased, and Charles W., a farmer of this 
county. 





S 





ENJAMIN FLEMING, a prosperous and 
intelligent farmer of Taylor county, 
West Virginia, is a son of Patrick and Mar- 
garet (McDonald) Fleming, and was born near 
the village of Flemington, Taylor county, 
West Virginia, November 2, 1834. 
The family is one of the oldest in this part 
of the State. 
Fleming, came from Hampshire county, Vir- 


His great grandfather, James 


ginia, and was one of the four pioneers to set- 
tle in the latter part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury in the vicinity of the present village of 
Flemington, which was named for the family. 
He died near the location of the West Virginia 
college. His son, James Fleming, grand- 
father, was born in Hampshire county and re- 
moved with his father to the vicinity of the 
present village of Flemington, and became the 
owner of a large tract of land upon which the 
village of Flemington now stands. He wasaman 
of strong character and positive opinions on 
political, social, and religious subjects. Politi- 
cally, he was an old-line whig, and served in 
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his community for a number of years as a 
His death occured in 
He 


justice of the peace. 
1846, at the age of seventy-one years. 


married Miss Elizabeth Welch, and they be- | 


came the parents of ten children. 

Patrick Fleming, father, was born at Flem- 
ington, in 1800, and died on December 14, 
1872. Reared a farmer, he naturally turned 
to the pursuits of husbandry as a means of se- 
curing a livelihood. In his chosen craft he 
became prosperous and successful and added 
thereto the milling business, which avocation 
he pursued with profit and pecuniary success. 
He married Miss Margaret, a daughter of 


James McDonald, and they became the par- | 


ents of eight children: Luranah, wife of Lem- 
uel E. Davidson, of Flemington; James, of 
Flemington; William, died young; Mary, 
died young; Benjamin, subject; Sanford B., 


a farmer of Ritchie county, this State; John- | 


son, died young; Elizabeth, deceased, was the 
wife of Chasteen Clerenger. 
McDonald Fleming died March 13, 1859, and 
Mr. Fleming married, as his. second helpmate, 
Mrs. Catherine Shepler, 7ée Bartlett. Two 
children blessed this union: Claud, a farmer 
of near Flemington, West Virginia; Lucetta, 
wife of William Teter, of Harrison county. 


After obtaining a good rudimentary education, : 


he took up farming, which he has followed 
with a more than ordinary degree of success 
ever since. 
Flemington, when he removed to his present 
farm near Webster. It contains two hundred 
and sixteen acres of well-improved land and 
every appearance of the same indicates the 
skill and management of the owner. In relig- 
ious faith, Mr. Fleming is a Baptist, whilst in 
political matters he supports the cause of re- 
publicanism. 

On October 6, 1857, he married Elizabeth, 


Mrs. Margaret | 


He was located up to 1865 at | 


a daughter of Elijah Powell. To their marital 


| Illinois, and there died; 





alliance were born two children: Hayward, 
who is principal of the West Virginia college 
at Flemington, was born July 28, 1858, was 
graduated from the West Liberty State Nor- 
mal school, of Ohio county, West Virginia, in 


the class of 1891. Immediately after his 


| graduation he entered the West Virginia State 


University, at Morgantown, where he studied 
civil engineering three years. In the spring 
of 1894, he was tendered and accepted the 
position of principal of the West Virginia col- 
lege at Flemington; and Webster P., born 
September 17, 1850, who is living with his 
father on the farm, has a good common school 
education, and is an_ industrious, successful 


farmer. 
—————_s 





3 (bea W. FELTNER, a prominent citizen 

of Webster, Taylor county, West Vir- 
ginia, was born in Loudoun county, Virginia, 
March 7, 1828, and is a son of Martin and 
Mary (Fleming) Feltner. The Feltner family, 
of which J. W. is a 
German origin. 


representative, is of 
His grandfather was Henry 
Feltner, of Shenandoah county, Virginia, who 
was a blacksmith by trade, but followed farm- 
ing as his chief business. He served a pe- 
riod in the War of 1812, and for a time was 
stationed at Norfolk, where he contracted 
fever, came home, and soon after died. He 
married Mary Watson, by whom he had a 
family of four children. John removed to 
Illinois, where he died; Henry also moved to 
Mary married B. 
Wood, of Clark county, Virginia. Martin 
Feltner, father of J. W. Feltner, was born in 
Shenandoah county, Virginia, in September, 
1802, and died in February, 1872. He resided 
in Loudoun and Clark counties, Virginia, all 
his life, engaged in the arts of husbandry. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





He married Mary, daughter of Archibald | 


Fleming, of Clark county, Virginia, and their 
marital union was prolific in the birth of four- 
teen children. 

John W., born March 7, 1828; Elizabeth, 
born August 13, 1829; Mirian, born July Io, 
1832; Robert H., born May 4, 1834; Joseph 


W., born August 10, 1836; Francis M, born | 
July 1, 1839; Jessa, born October 28, 1840; | 


Sarah M., born May 28, 1843; Harriet A.., 
born August 30, 1844; Archibald, born Sep- 
tember 1, 1846; Ebin, born February 19, 
1849; Andrew J., born May 30, 1851; James 
1852; Adolpheus, 


re 
25, 


born February 19, 1854. 


P., born November 


John W. Feltner received his education in 


the common schools of Clark and Loudoun | 
counties, Virginia, and was reared upon his | 


He learned the trade of a car- 
penter, and worked at the trade for several 


father’s farm. 


years, and then for twenty-one years was en- 
gaged in the mercantile business at Evansville 
Preston county, West Virginia, and in 1876 
became a partner in the woolen mill with Mr. 


Henry Walter, of Webster, Taylor county, | 


West Virginia, and has continued in that re- 
lation to the present time. 

Fraternally Mr. Feltner is a member of the 
Sons of Temperance, i. O. O. F., and Aurora 
Lodge, No. 43, A. F. and A. M. 

During the late Civil War he was regi- 
mental quartermaster of the Twenty-sixth 
West Virginia Sate militia. 

For seventeen years he has been a deacon 
in the Missionary Baptist church. Politically 
a republican, he served as postmaster at Evans- 
ville, Preston county, West Virginia, under the 
first and second administrations of Abraham 
Lincoln. On May 7, 1857, he married Sarah 
E. Tutt, daughter of Williaim E. Tutt, a mer- 
chant of Evansville. 








Four children bless this union: Laura A., 
deceased in girlhood ; Mary E., wife of E. M. 
Marker; William M. and Lyda M. 





Ss 





ON. FRANKLIN B. BLUE, an active 
business man of Grafton and a member 

of the house of delegates of West Virginia, 
from Taylor county, is a son of Stephen and 
Ann E. (Burdett) Blue, and was born at 
Pruntytown, Taylor county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), January 11, 1848. In the 
early part of the present century Virginia was 
the largest and most central State of the Union 
and seemed to possess within herself the ele- 
ments of an empire, and to bring the tide- 
water section of the State in closer communi- 
cation with the trans-Allegheny section, the 
public board of works projected the North- 
western pike as a great highway from Win- 
chester across the mountains to Parkersburg 
on the Ohio river. The construction of this 
road brought quite a number of east Virginians 
into western Virginia, and they were so favor- 
ably impressed with the natural advantages of 
the country that they became actual settlers. 
Among this number of emigrants of east 
Rememberance Blue, the 
paternal grandfather of the subject of 
this sketch, He came from Hampshire 
county, and lived for some years on what is 
known as the old “ Blue tavern stand,” on the 


Virginians was 


Northwestern pike, in Taylor county, which 
he left afterwards to settle in Ritchie county, 
where he died. His son, Stephen Blue (father), 
was a native of Hampshire county, and came 
to Taylor county as a contractor on the North- 
western pike, then in course of construction 
in this section of the State. He hada section 
on the Beverly and Fairmont division of the 


road, and died before the completion of his 
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contract. He was a democrat, and married 


Ann E. Burdett, a daughter of Frederick | 


Burdett. They had a family of seven chil- 
dren, four sons and three daughters. 


Franklin B. Blue, by the untimely death of 


| 


his father, had to do for himself at a very early | 


age. 


and in September, 1864, enlisted in com- 
pany “ F,” Seventeenth West Virginia infantry, 
and served untii the close of the war, being 
honorably discharged from the Federal ser- 
vice on July 4, 1865, at Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia. Returning from the army, he remained 
with the man for whom he worked when he was 
a boy, and then engaged in the marble busi- 
ness at Grafton, which he sold out some time 
afterwards to become a dealer in grain, hay, 
fertilizers, wool, coal, etc. In a few years he 
added flour and feed to his stock, purchased a 


feed mill, and does a large and profitable busi- | 


ness in the town and surrounding country. | 
| English-Welsh descent, and lived near Cul- 


He has also recently added a wholesale and 
retail drug business. 


On October 9, 1872, Mr. Blue married | 


Fannie S. Creel, who was the daughter of 
Charles Creel, and died July 12, 1888, at 
thirty-five years of age. To their union were 
born three children: Byron, Wayne and 
Walter. 

Mr. Blue is a member of the Baptist church 
and Friendship Lodge, No. 8, Knights of 
Pythias. He has always been a stanch repub- 
lican, and has given his party an energetic and 
whole-hearted support upon all occasions and 
in every hour of need. He served as collec- 
tor of the revenue of Grafton for three years, 
and in the fall of 1894 was elected on the re- 
publican ticket as a member of the house of 


delegates, from Taylor county. In the legis- 


He received his education in the primary | 
and old district schools and in the Pruntytown | 
high school, taught by Rev. J. B. Solomon, | 





lative session of 1895, Mr. Blue served very 
creditably. He was a member of the com- 
mittees on counties, districts, etc., fine arts, 
mines and mining, and others, and so per- 
formed his every duty as to render his services 
of value and to win the respect and good-will 
of his fellow-members of the house of dele- 
gates. 
man, who has won his own way in life without 


Mr. Blue is emphatically a self-made 


inherited wealth, able friends or powerful influ- 
ence. He has been prominently the architect 
of his own fortune, and success has followed 
hard toil and honest labor in the business 


world. 
——_—_Oo- 


TEPHEN W. POE, the present efficient 
postmaster of Grafton, and the energetic 


| and enterprising editor and proprietor of the 


Grafton Leader, is a son of James and Jane 
(Norris) Poe, and was born eight miles north 


| of Grafton, in Taylor county, Virginia (now 


West Virginia), November 4, 1854. 
ternal great-grandfather, William Poe, was of 


His pa- 


peper Court-house, Virginia. He served as 
a soldier throughout the Revolutionary War, 
and died at an advanced age on his farm. His 
son, Stephen Poe, grandfather, was born on 
the Culpeper county farm, about 1770, and 
became a pioneer settler in the Glady creek sec- 
tion of what is now Taylor county. He lived 
to see his hundredth birth-day, and was one of 
the few centenarians of Taylor county. He 
died on the head-waters of Wickwire run, to 
which he removed from Glady creek, in 1808. 
He was twice married: first, to Mary Clenden- 
ning; and, secondly, to Mary Rogers. He 
had a family of twenty-two children, of whom 
eighteen grew to maturity. His son, James 
Poe, by his first marriage, was the father of 
the subject of this sketch. James Poe was 
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born March 22, 1813, on the Wickwire farm, 


and in early life removed to the farm which he | 
purchased eight miles north of Grafton, where | 


he died, February 22, 1881. 


by occupation, and in political affairs was an | 


active democrat. 


as president of the board of education of his | 
district, in the educational affairs of which he | 


He 
was a Baptist, and wedded Jane Norris, who 


had always taken an intelligent interest. 


was a daughter of David Norris, and was born 
near Grafton, July 10, 1813, and died on the 
home farm, June 19, 1895. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Poe was born a family of 


six sons and five daughters: David, of Upshur | 
county; Lucinda, deceased; Solomon, wedded 


Willia Dean, and died some time after his mar- 


riage; Susan Jane, wife of Francis A. Poe, of | 


Taylor county; Jonathan, who died in the 
Confederate army during the late Civil War; 
Francis M., residing on the home farm; 
George W., of Grafton ; Stephen W., subject ; 
and Mary E. 

Stephen W. Poe was reared to manhood on 
the “farm, and received his education in the 
district schools and graded schools; but the 
Civil War, with its confusion, came in the midst 
of his early school-days, and deprived him of 
many educational advantages. After attaining 
his majority he engaged in teaching in the 
public schools, which he followed for seven 
years. 
Fetterman public schools, and three years 


later, in September, 1885, entered the United | 


States internal revenue service as a gauger, 
which position he held for four years, travel- 
ing for a part of that time, and during the 
remainder of the period being stationed at 
Wheeling and Charleston. 
enue service in 1889, he purchased an interest 


He was then elected principal of the | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


He was a farmer | 


He served for several terms | 





Leaving the rev- | 


in June of that year by Davis and Wilkinson, 
and in November, 1889, became sole owner 
The Grafton Leader 
is an eight-column follio, home-printed sheet, 


and editor of that paper. 


democratic in politics, and largely local in 
character, although fully discussing all political 
issues and public questions. The paper, under 
Mr. Poe’s management, has made a specialty 
of reliable local news, and has largely increased 
its circulation and patronage. 

Mr. Poe is a democrat in politics, and be- 
lieves in the principles and tenets of the party 
His 
advice is often sought in the councils of his 


of Jefferson and Jackson and Cleveland. 


party, and he has frequently served as a dele- 
gate to State conventions. On September 1, 
1894, he was appointed by President Cleveland 
as postmaster at Grafton, and is serving ac- 
ceptably in that capacity at the present time. 
He is a member of Central Lodge, No. 98, In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. Poe is 
a high degree Mason; he is a member of 
Mystic Lodge, No. 75, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Copestone Chapter, No. 12, Royal 
Arch Masons; DeMolay Commandery, No. 
11, Knights Templar; and Osiris Temple, An- 
cient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. 
Hie eek ee 
EORGE M. WHITESCARVER, one of 
the representative practical business men 
of West Virginia and who has done much 
toward the early development of the material 
resources of the state, is a man who stands de- 
servedly high wherever known, on account of 
his private worth as a good citizen and his 
public usefulness as a builder of railways and 
an exponent of industrial growth and progress. 
He is a son of John and Elizabeth (Griffin) 
Whitescarver, and was born in Rappahannock 


in the Grafton Leader, which had been founded | county, Virginia, December 18, 1831. The 
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name Whitescarver in German is Weisgerber— | 


meaning white tanner—and in its German form 
is as old as the time of the Roman Empire, 


the mail-clad legions of Julius Cesar, and illus- 


rived from the office or occupation of some in- | 


dividual, and afterwards became common to 
his descendants. This name, evidently derived 
from some tanner of very fine skill in prepar- 


pings of ancient warfare, and the importance 
of his occupation with the skill of his work 
made the transmission of his complimentary 
occupation-name to his descendants an easy 
matter and quite natural occurrence. As they 
scattered, the history of their name would pass 
into tradition that in time would be lost in ob- 
scurity. Five generations back, Frederick 
Weisgerber, or Whitescarver, left his home in 
one of the German states and settled prior to 
the Revolutionary War in Rappahannock 
county, Virginia. He was a man of means 
and standing in Germany, as he was enabled 
on landing in Virginia to purchase a large 
body of land on the Rappahannock river, and 
lived there in style befitting a man of influence 
and position. His son, Frederick W. Whites- 
carver, grandfather, was born in his father’s 
new-world home and passed the larger part of 
his life on the paternal estate. He married a 
Miss Browning, who was a cousin of Zachary 
Taylor,and of their children, one was John 
Whitescarver, the father of the subject of this 
sketch. John Whitescarver was born in Cul- 
peper county, Virginia, October 12, 1804, and 
since 1852, has resided in Harrison county, this 
State, where he owns a large and valuable farm. 
He has always been a strong democrat, and 
cast his first presidential vote for Andrew Jack- 
son, but has never sought nor would hold any 
3—4 





political office. He is an active and consistent 


_ member of the Baptist church, with which he 
_ united in 1835. He married Elizabeth Griffin, 
when the Germanic tribes were opposed to | 


and of the eight children born to them, but 


| two survive: George M., subject, and John T.., 
trates how family names were originally de- | 








a farmer near Pruntytown, Taylor county. 
Mrs. Whitescarver, who died December, 1841, 
aged thirty years, was a daughter of Captain 
Henry Griffin, of Rappahannock county, Vir- 


| ginia, who served in the Continental army dur- 
ing the leather used in the housings and trap- | 


ing the Revolutionary struggle for liberty and 
political independence. 

George M. Whitescarver was reared in his 
native county, and received his education in 
the common and private schools of Virginia, 
and Rector college, of Pruntytown, Taylor 
county. Having an aptitude for mechanical 
pursuits he learned the trade of carpenter, at 
But the 
residence, business building and manufactur- 
ing establishments of that day offered but little 
scope for the exercise of mechanical ability 
and skill, and he left carpentering and house 
contracting in 1854, to accept a position as a 
supervisor onthe Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
which he held until 1880. During that period 
he so familiarized himself with all the details 
of railroad construction that the knowledge 
has proved invaluable since to him in his 
numerous and important railway enterprises. 
In 1882 he became real-estate agent for John 
W. Garrett, president of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad and a banker of Baltimore, and 
had charge of all his real estate. At the end 
of two years he resigned on account of impaired 
health, and went into the lumbering business 


which he worked for several years. 


at Valley Falls, Taylor county. Soon after 
this he became general manager of what is now 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Graf- 
ton to Philippi, and built the extension of the 
road from Philippi to Belington. He held 


wy Te a - " 
CP ag, ae . 


€#T¥UOS 


[ isn i % yegile 
‘ , 4 ~ ert? 
' ‘ a Jt} 2 ? T 

—— + : 

f J Cbs a at e ‘ ol Siu 
4) " ! Sw 4 13 13 i¢ Dit 
[ : ve ove 

0% oO ( ALi 1a5i TOITrist 
5? 7 
f } , PO Lise fi iv 
+ 7 
IHUUED ’ ee f J ISR 
7 oy ey “7 
rr a Megas) +O ANN] Vwaeori 

j 4 - 

j mis jnsannol sn3 1 Devise Ofw sare 
a 
, , t eG 4peen vc Lawn © fie wri 
’ O22 FISGNOHNLIOVO A OTL Bl 


»sotshbnsqesbai lsvitilog 


e r 7 y f yy her, ' 
; fi rit i wavy oi 13x) 
r ub ih bevisoot bee .yvinuos sviden 
a = ™ = i oe 
Gi at 1 bes nome i 
, 4 H ‘ Leo et v 797 ft} 
! i i iw? 4 i i f 4 ViI0U => 
7 t. she : j ro 
insqia> to a hemissl on edsivewwy 
yd Sutil eee lee imi bswIOw O30 Dil 
bt oe | i ee ‘ 
TWIDi ra! JM i @ ees uC re it ES Sa ed 
2 r fe 8 a 
iil tud bowho vale jadi 16 sinamledasies gni 
¥JiliC rinstios h : > sli sol soe 
. > 
es 
s2eyvon is at MSGS ” ONS 
cs 
h ROU # kak oF peo! Mi PinIsHwAHoeD 
7 oifO baw storsisa on3 mo 1OaIrisgque 
ben 7a i (Tt P ' Mgnt Dim) of i 
iJ TD hs HWW Hs id besnsiimm oe oA 
ape got f&. = 
MONA itj 25) JIU eng UG f BI 10 
maser - B ~ — 
2in, ft) mim oF Bon 310 ; t DSvolIgd 25n 
ese1rqnst {Rwiist Meg bis svoTamwn 
— wie — ew ~ OG 
ulol i inega 9 aigo-leor ommcood si CBHI. aft 
- vente! 7 sy «} - a 44 <a 
bas mormitlell sdt lo insbiesiq joe) .W 


bne. svomitigf lo t0dnad 1 bos beorliss oislO 


oh 66.4 arr 
bao sftiA .ststes [esx 2isi [ls lo Rens bed 


boinc] lotaposcs ao bompiz Jarl) ESY 


a 
eniisdmul 991 otni tnow bas ,dilesd 


‘ 4 
eeonizot) 


wie nook - xyinuoo wolysT ziinl yolleV is 
won 2 isdw lo tsgensm Isisney srmcood od eislt 

® Ag mol baoliaet oidO 
sli lo nolenstxs oii dliud bas ,iqgilidd of nod 

: blad 2H" 


i * 
» 


base momitisa oni 


notgnils® of iqqilidd moi bso 


HOITAT FO 


a ee A ly EN 


of nomrmos smiasod ebiewrs 


yout cA .sominnass® Imuten tivp bas 


@ Sisq Toytal silt boeeaq pris smod t 













































oW ai nacre) oi rovwsoestin 
friot nets) ett ni: based osichw 
ign ssmoA ot Yo omit oft en bi 2 
eodixt sinamnoD 
vilu| lo ancigal belo-lias 
b yllanigno now esman ylima” wa ff 
-ni otnoe lo noitequeso 10 soifio odd 
ite bua 
“<9 
(nsbive nan eid a einsbas 
ni yw" le so9nned 8 


—isdis ye 


ol bovoqgqa sow 


hes Qe 


wt oili brig 


bovireb * 
-teqorg mi ile 
-qert bag egaiauon sci oi beew vost 
sonshogmi sf bas ishsew insion. 
show zid Yo flsle of? diiw ooitaqua 
‘rainsmilgmes etd Vo coizmeney orld ‘A 
(269 Oh einob meueeb eid of emen- 


een bluow aman shorls lo-yroseid oat be 
do ni ot 
i aaed enoits12099 suit” tin ye 
Weviaoestid Wi 10 | ' 
of Yoitg bslttese bas eotete mu o>) 
ni 76 ou \cantoisule 


enesm Jo nem « sew sH_ sinig 


sf -yiqeybvery * 
AMIPPIOUS TS 


ni simon eel Stel 
A>onnedagqaAd 


beldens sew of en oyosmisy) nm 
spiel 6 gaadoiwq o8 bap, 9 ni ¥ Po 
sonsubni te som & caihea sliete al: 
-estid W LW sloizebon'l .noe 21H 
ever aici nt mod esv  asdiilba 
ow- wan 
5 bois TIGM ait iwetetes lemrsteg ods no lil ei 
arloeS Yo nizvoo s eaw orlw ,gain 
nitot enw ono ,asrblido usd Yo t 
eld3 Yo soojdwe od? to social od? sovingRe 


dud ni oe 26W wrrisoeaiel Wy ado 


te 


$ ,yinvoo nod inal wi ‘ bobiest red sa 
er sidaulay bas ogiel 6 anwo of 

bes Jmoomeb ‘Bnorte & need even cli 
Aol woibaA, 10} st0v talon: hey 
yas blod bluow ton ad guoe: vont 2 
i f. - ve? iy 


oe me oe 


ee: 














50 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





the position as general manager until 1886, 


| 
| 
} 
| 


and in 1887 constructed the railway from Tun- | 


nelton to Kingwood, in Preston county, a dis- | 


tance of eleven miles. In 1891, Mr. Whites- 
carver, in connection with other capitalists, con- 
stituting the Pickens Company, purchased a 
large tract of timber-land in Randolph county, 
at the terminus of the West Virginia and 


Buckhannon railroad, and founded the town of | 


Pickens, where they have a large saw-mill with 
a capacity of ten million feet of lumber per 
year, and several well-equipped planing mills. 


‘This company, of which Mr. Whitescarver is | 
a member and general manager, had manu- | 
factured the celebrated vitrified brick which © 
took the premium on that kind of brick at the | 


World’s Fair, at Chicago. 
time, Mr. Whitescarver, in connection with 
Senator J. N. Camden, is surveying a railroad 
route from Pickens to Addison, a distance of 


thirty miles, for the purpose of developing a | 


very rich section of country. 

On July 27, 1854, Mr. Whitescarver was 
united in marriage with Henrietta St. Clair, a 
daughter of James St. Clair, of Taylor county. 

In politics Mr. Whitescarver is a democrat. 


At the present | 
| gJ SMES M. BARTLETT, an enterprising 


He has been a member of the Baptist church | 
since 1846, and has always taken an interest in | 


true moral and Christian movements. While 


deeply engrossed with his own business enter- | 


prise, he has found time to aid meritorious en- 
terprise and has helped to build up the financial 
institutions of Grafton and Parkersburg, being 
a stock-holder and director of the First Na- 


tional Bank in each place. He has resided 


since 1870, at Grafton, where he hasa tasteful © 
and comfortable home, and at the present time — 
is serving as vice-president of the Home com- | 


pany, which owns the beautiful Laughlin 
Heights, that are an annex to Mountain Lake 
Park. To untiring energy and enterprise Mr. 


| in 1777 to Bennington. 


Whitescarver adds great tact in management, 
keen foresight and sound judgment. He is 
deeply impressed with the latent resources 
and vast possibilities of development of the re- 
gion of country in West Virginia, immediately 
south of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and 
is rapidly opening it up to the outside world 
by railway communication, the establishment 
of industrial enterprises and the planting of 
towns. This work, vast in character and en- 
during in results, will stand through the 
years to come as a monument to the remarka- 
ble energy and the great enterprise of George 
M. Whitescarver, one of the pioneers in the 
magnificent development of the new West 
Virginia. 
fon eee 


merchant and business man of Webster, 
Taylor county, West Virginia, is a son of 
George and Nancy Ann (Downe) Bartlett, and 
was born near Simpson, Taylor county, West 
Virginia, August 28, 1854. 

The Bartletts are of New England stock. 
The great-great-grandfather of James M. Bart- 
lett, was Dr. Josiah Bartlett, an American 
patriot and statesman, born at Amesburg, 
Massachusetts, in November, 1729, and died 
May 19, 1795. He commenced the practice of 
medicine in 1750, at Kingston, Massachusetts. 
He received several appointments from the 
royal governor, John Wentworth, but was de- 
prived of them in 1775, for being a zealous 
Whig. 


command of a regiment of militia. 


In 1774, he was appointed to the 
Being 
chosen a delegate to the Continental Congress, 
he was the first who voted for, and the first, 
after the President, who signed the Declara- 
tion of Independence. He accompanied Stark 
In 17709, he was ap- 
pointed Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
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in 1784, Justice of the Supreme Court, and in | 


1788, Chief Justice. 
ber of the convention called to adopt the 
Federal Constitution in 1788. 
was President of New Hampshire, and in 1793 
was chosen the first governor under the new 
state constitution. 


James Bartlett's great-grandfather was born | 


near Boston, Massachusetts, emigrated to near 
Baltimore, Maryland, and thence to what is 
now Taylor county, becoming a pioneer in 
the vicinity of Simpson. He became the 
owner of a large tract of land and possessed 
a number of slaves. One of his sons was 
James Bartlett, the grandfather of the subject 
of this sketch, who came to this county with 
his father when a boy and became one of the 
largest farmers and business men in that sec- 
tion of the State. 


distillery in connection with his agricultural 


He owned and operated a 
pursuits. He married Catharine Strother, and 
had a family of six sons and three daughters: 
George, father, being third in order of age, was 
born November 2, 1814, and died August I1, 
1891. Until 1879, he followed farming, but 
at that date retired and spent the remainder 
of his life with the subject of this sketch. He 
married Nancy Anne Downe, and their mar- 


In. 1790;. he # 


He was an active mem- | 





riage union resulted in the birth of three sons | 


and five daughters: Catharine, wife of George 


W. Sevick, a farmer of Gilmer county; Fran- | 


ces Jane, deceased, was the wife of S. W. 
Whitehair; Farena A., married I. N. Davis; 


Elizabeth, deceased; John H., a farmer of | 
Taylor county; Eliza, deceased; Jesse H.,a | 


railroad employee at Simpson, and James M. | 
James M. Bartlett received his mental | 


training in the subscription and public schools. 
After leaving school he worked at public 
works for about two years, and he then 
took the incipient step which led him into a 


_ George Holland, of Webster. 





mercantile life. He took a position in 1873, 
as a clerk in the mercantile house of O. S. 
Jones, of Parkersburg, where he remained 


three years, and then returned to Webster 


| and purchased an interest in the store of John 


W. Bartlett. 
tinued until 


This business partnership con- 
1884, when J. W. Strother 
became his partner through a purchase of 
John W.’s interest, and continued as such until 
1889, when Mr. Bartlett became, through pur- 
chase, sole owner and proprietor. 

The store is a first class merchandizing 
emporium, carrying a full line of dry-goods, 
groceries, hardware and farming implements, 
and he does a business equal to many town 


and city stores of far greater pretensions. In 


| addition to these mercantile interests, he, in 


partnership with A. J. Bartlett, owns the flour- 
ing-mill at Webster. The mill is modern in 
all of its equipment, being supplied with the 
roller process, and has a capacity of thirty-five 
barrels per day. He also owns a good farm 
in the country containing one hundred and five 
acres. 

Fraternally he is a member of Webster 
Courneily (Noi 122): Jro'O. UL ASM. and ‘is’ a 
past grand of Webster Lodge, No. 50, 1.0. O. F. 
He is a member of the Baptist church anda 
He 
has been a member of the board of education 


stanch republican in political principle. 


for fifteen years, overseer of the poor, for 
four years, and in 1892 was the nominee of 
his party for county commissioner, but was 
defeated because of his well known prohibi- 
tion sentiments. He has been twice married; 
his first marital union was January I1, 1880, 
with Miss Amanda Holland, a daughter of 
Mrs. Bartlett 
died on August 4, 1891, and on June 14, 1893, 
he married as his second wife, Jane E., daugh- 
ter of James T. Knotts, of near Knotisville, 
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Frances, born May 12, 
marriage union. 


————$§-_ 


R™ JOHN M. CONAWAY, a minister | 
of the Methodist Protestant church, at | 
| church, and a man of quiet, unobtrusive man- 


Flemington, Taylor county, West Virginia, is a 
son of Thornton F. and Elizabeth A. (Laish- 
ley) Conaway, and was born near Maidsville, 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), November Ist, 1848. 

The Conaway family, from which Rev. John 





M. Conaway is descendant, is one of the | 


pioneer families of Monongalia county, having 


emigrated from the state of Delaware over a | 


hundred years ago, and located near the pres- 


ent village of Maidsville, Monongalia county, — 
at a place known as Delaware Hill, named | 


from the fact that many of the settlers were | 


from Delaware. Farming was the necessary 


pursuit of those early settlers, and the avoca- | 


tion he pursued all his life. Religiously he 
was a close follower of the teachings of the 
Methodist Protestant church, and wielded a 
potent influence for good in the community 
in which he lived. He married Miss Nancy 


Davis, a Delaware lady, and an aunt of the 


late Hon. Albert G. Davis, of Morgantown, | 


Monongalia county, West Virginia. To this 
marital alliance were born ten children; four 
sons and six daughters, that grew to maturity. 
They were as follows: Mary, deceased; Free- 


born, a farmer of Monongalia county ; Hester, | 


deceased, was the wife of Stephen Merrill, of 


Elizabeth,West Virginia; Maria, deceased, was | 


the wife of ‘Squire Cushman, of Maidsville, 
Monongalia county; Nancy, widow of John 
Mercur, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Annie, 
widow of Isaac Dean; William L., deceased; 
Joseph S., and Christian, widow of Alvey 





= ae — 
this county. One child, a daughter, Ola | 
1894, blessed this | 


Stone King, of near Maidsville; Thornton F. 
Conaway, father, was born near Maidsville, in 
1814. He also took to agricultural pursuits, 
and since 1868 has followed his vocation on 
the old homestead. In connection with tilling 
He 
is a member of the Methodist Protestant 


the soil he is a manufacturer of chairs. 


ners, of strict integrity, and unquestioned 
honesty of purpose. He married Miss Eliza- 
beth A., daughter of Rev. Peter T. Laishley, a 
distinguished pioneer minister. Five sons 
and four daughters were born to this union: 
Peter T.,a Methodist Protestant minister, of 
Fairchance, Pennsylvania; Nancy, deceased ; 
Sabina, wife of Jacob Hill,a farmer of Marion 
county, West Virginia; Thornton F., subject; 
Caleb Columbus, who in his early life was a 
minister in the Methodist Protestant church 
for nine years, later graduated from the Balti- 
more Medical college, and is now actively 
engaged in the practice of his profession at 
Newton, Greene county, Pennsylvania; Har- 
riet, wife of Clark Kinkaid, of Marion county, 
this State; Olivia Rose, deceased; George G., 
a minister of the Methodist Protestant church, 
and is now located at Amity, Washington 
county, Penasylvania; and Charles M., who 
is a Baptist minister, now stationed at Union 
City, Erie county, Pennsylvania. 

Rev. John M. Conaway was reared on his 
father’s farm, and received such educational 
training as was furnished in the country 
schools of his boyhood days in Monongalia 
county. He was possessed, however, of a 
quick, discriminating mind, and made _ rapid 
advancement in his studies, and acquired a 
considerable fund of knowledge by the time 
he was twenty one years of age. At that age, 
having previously been converted, he joined 
himself tothe Methodist Protestant church, he 
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was ordained a local minister in the same, and | 


has given his labors in this field ever since. 


In 1872 he becamea minister of the West Vir- | 


ginia conference, in which conference he has 


since remained. He has ever taken an active 


part in the work of this conference, and served | 


two terms as its president, and was a delegate | 


to the general conference in 1892. 


counties of Pleasants, Marion, Taylor, Bar- | 


Rev. Cona- 
way is an incessant and effective worker in the 


bour, Preston, and Monongalia. 


divine vineyard, and is a very successful revi- 
valist. 
On January 14, 1870, he married Susanna, 
a daughter of William W. Poynter, a farmer, 
of near Cassville, Monongalia county, West 
Virginia. 
ean. ee 
RANCIS MARION DURBIN, one of the 
F oldest financiers and most successful 
bankers that West Virginia has ever pro- 
duced, was conspicuous, not alone for the 
prominent position he held, but as well for 


the ability and fidelity with which he fulfilled | 


all trusts committed to his care and every duty 


that devolved upon him. It is a pleasant 


duty to record, although but briefly, in this | 


volume the life record of such a man, who 
was potent and prominent in the great changes 
that have occurred in the financial policy of 
the State, during the last quarter of a cen- 
tury. 

Francis Marion Durbin was a son of Wil- 
liam and Mary Durbin, and was born at 
Morgantown, Monongalia county, Virginia 
(now West Virginia), November gth, 1837. 
William Durbin was the founder at Morgan- 
town of the suburban village of Durbannah, 
which was named in his honor and which be- 
came a part of the borough of Morgantown in 


His field | 
of labor has been chiefly embodied in the | 





1892. William Durbin was of English descent, 
and married Mary Williams, of Greene coun- 
Mr. Durbin died at Mor- 
gantown, March, 1865, aged sixty-five years, 


ty, Pennsylvania. 


and Mrs. Durbin passed away, at the same 
place, on February 5, 1861, at the age of fifty- 
nine years. 

F. M. Durbin was reared at Morgantown, 
and received his education in the old Monon- 
galia academy when it was under the charge 
of the celebrated Rev. James Robertson 


Moore, who won for it such prestige that its 


| final course students were admitted to Wash- 


ington and Jefferson college without examina- 
tion. Leaving the academy at an early age, 
he served as a clerk in the store of Thomas 
Hughes, of Wheeling, West Virginia, and held 
a minor position in the office of the Circuit 
Court at Morgantown until John Wagner 
resigned as teller of the old Merchants’ bank, 
at Morgantown. Mr. Wagner’s position was 
one of importance, and although but seven- 
teen years of age, young Durbin was chosen 
to succeed Mr. Wagner, and served as 
1854 to 


nineteen years. 


teller from 1873, a period of 
He then went to Taylor 
county, where he organized the Grafton 
bank, which became the First National Bank 
in 1880. It was the first bank in Taylor 
county, and Mr. Durbin became its cashier 
and succeeded in placing it on a substantial 
financial basis. He resigned as cashier in 
April, 1891, and went to Parkersburg, where, 
with Hon. T. E, Davis, Captain G. M. Whites- 
carver, and Hon. John T. McGraw, he suc- 
ceeded in raising a capital stock of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars and securing a charter 
for a state bank. But before its organization 
was effected R. J. McCandlers, the cashier of 
the old First National bank of that city, died, 


and the new bank-men were made an offer 
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from the old bank-people, through their presi- 
dent, Senator Johnson N. Camden, to con- 
‘solidate both organizations. The consolida- 
tion was effected, and a bank was formed with 
a capital stock of a quarter of a million of 
dollars, which was only exceeded in capital 
by one bank in the State. The new bank 


was known as the First National Bank of 


cashier, a position which he held until De- 
cember, 1892, when the increasing amount of 
work and failing health compelled him to 
resign. About this time the affairs of the 
Weston National bank were in such a con- 
fused state as to require the attention of an 
able financier to reduce them to order, and 
Mr. Durbin 
cashier for a few months and put the bank 
in good order again. 


was importuned to become 


resigned. 

He then turned his attention to personal 
affairs of his own and business interests of 
some of his friends in the interior of the State, 
and the large amount of out-door exercise he 
had to take was beneficial to him, physically, 


and restored his health. Upon returning from | 
| When but a boy he united with the Methodist 


this work he was appointed by Judge John J. 
Jackson, of the United States Court, as re- 
ceiver of the Buckhannon River lumber com- 
pany, and served from the fall of 1893 to the 
summer of 1894, when the property was sold. 
In May, of that year, he returned to Parkers- 
burg, and organized the Wood county bank, 
in which he took the position of cashier. 
The bank was a success from the start, and he 
served as cashier until the time of his death. 
On the morning of November 1, 1894, he 
was suddenly stricken with apoplexy at his 
home in Parkersburg. He never regained 
consciousness, and passed away on the morn- 


He finally accepted, | 
though unwillingly, and after a few months | 


ing of November 4, 1894. His remains were 
interred in a beautiful spot in Oak Grove 
cemetery, at Morgantown, where many of 
his relatives are sleeping their last long sleep. 
Mr. Durbin brought to the last large and im- 
portant financial institution with which he was 
connected a valuable experience, a judgment 


_ matured by careful thought and extended 
Parkersburg, and Mr. Durbin became its | 


, trial. 





observations and business methods perfected 
by years of study and sanctioned by actual 
Possessed with an ardent temperament 
mind, and a wonderful 
power for grasping details and casting aside 


and an analytical 


non-essentials, no financial enterprise was too 
large to appall him, and no detail too small 
his With skill to 
straighten involved finances and ability to 


to escape attention. 
create business, his uniform success placed 
him among the foremost financiers of West 
Virginia. 
In politics Mr. Durbin was a democrat, and 
although frequently importuned to become 
a candidate for office invariably refused. He 
was a prominent and active mason, being re- 
cognized as an authority on the work of the 
order, and served as master of his lodge 
and as deputy grand master of West Virginia. 


Protestant church, and through all the suc- 
ceeding years of his life, in sunshine and in 
storm, he remained a consistent, active and in- 
fluential member. He and the late Senator 
Charles A. Newlon, of Grafton, organized the 


Methodist Protestant church of that place, 


| and it was largely through his effort and 
| generous and liberal contributions the church 


edifice of that congregation was erected. 

On February 5, 1861, Mr. Durbin was 
united in marriage with Abigail Charlotte 
Pickenpaugh, a daughter of Nicholas Picken- 


paugh, of Morgantown. To this union were 
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two children: William, who died in infancy ; 
and Charles Ray, of Gratton. 

Charles Ray Durbin was born at Morgan- 
town, West Virginia, Mav 15, 1864, and re- 
ceived his education in the University of West 
Virginia. At seventeen years of age he be- 
First National bank of 


Grafton, which position he held until 1887, 


came teller of the 


when he was appointed by President Cleve- 


land as deputy collector of United States in- | 


ternal revenue for the district of West Vir- | 


ginia. 


When Harrison succeeded Cleveland | 


he went back to the bank as teller, and served | 


his present position of assistant cashier. He 


is treasurer of the West Virginia reform | 
_ Virginia, as to capacity, qualifications, pro- 
| priety of conduct, and efficiency; that he 


school at Pruntytown, which school his father 
was largely instrumental in securing for Tay- 
lor county. Mr. Durbin takes an active and 
intelligent interest in the material and in- 


dustrial interests of his city and county, of | 


whose offices of trust and responsibility he 
has held quite a number. 

On November 14, 1888, Charles Ray Dur- 
bin married Mary McGraw, a daughter of 


Thomas A. McGraw, of Grafton, West Vir- | 


ginia. 
child, a daughter, named Mary Gail Durbin. 


—————$ Oe 


ls ba THOMAS ELMER DAVIS, banker | 


and merchant of Grafton, ex-State sen- 
ator, and the republican candidate for gov- 
ernor of West Virginia in the campaign of 
1892, was born at Simpson, Taylor county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), November 9, 
1844. He is the son of James and Joannah 
(McGee) Davis, of Virginia, and is of Scotch 
descent, and was married at Clarksburg, 
June 15, 1865, to Martha A. Wernings. His 
family now consists of three daughters: Ber- 


Their union has been blessed with one | 
| of the war, when he was recommended and 





tie, Eulah and Cora Davis. He received a 
good common school education, and in 1863 
enlisted in the Union army. Although but 
eighteen years of age at the time he enlisted, 
he was elected and mustered in as second 
lieutenant of his company, and was subse- 
quently promoted to first lieutenant, and saw 
active service in the army of West Virginia in 
the interior of the State. 


as an officer the following certificate will 


As to his efficiency 


attest: 


To all whom it may concern: 
This is to certify that Thomas E. Davis, 


as such, until 1891, when he was elected'to | first lieutenant Seventeenth regiment, West 


Virginia volunteers, has been examined by a 
board of officers convened by Major-General 
Crook, commanding the department of West 


passed a satisfactory and highly creditable 
examination, and is in the opinion of the 
board a competent and efficient officer. 
Given under my hand at Clarksburg, West 
Virginia, this 11th day of April, 1865. 
J. A. J. LicHTBurn, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 


President of the Board. 


Jno. W. Hitz, 
Capt. 23d O. V. L, 
Recorder. 


He continued in the army until the close 


offered the appointment as second lieutenant 
in the regular army, but having married in the 
Re- 
linquishing his duties as a soldier he engaged 


meantime declined the appointment. 


in business at Grafton, where he has remained 
ever since successfully engaged ina general 
mercantile business. In addition to the above 
he is also president of the First National 
Bank of Grafton, to which position he was 
elected in 1874; director of the First National 
Bank of Parkersburg, and is interested in 
several enterprises throughout the State, in 


which he is copartner with well-known capi- 
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talists and financiers. Of his election to the 


State senate the following reference thereto | He : 
> | leader, and the general opinion of his efforts 


is taken from the “ Prominent Men of West 
Virginia:” 

“In the memorable session of the legisla- 
ture of 1889, from the counties comprising 
the tenth district : Barbour, Lewis, Randolph, 
Taylor, Tucker and Upshur, was placed on 
the rolls the above-named republican senator. 
The voters of six counties sent him to the 
senate for the term of four years, ending De- 
cember 31, 1893. He is unobtrusive in his 
activity on the floor and in committee work, 
and has the elements of popularity in his 
appearance and his discharge of public duty. 
Senator Davis was one of the most active 
republican members of that body, not only in 
shaping legislation, but in the great battle for 


| 


| known in the mountain State. 


As the stand- 
ard bearer of his party he made an active 


| after the battle was over may be said to have 


the vindication of the rights of the people in | 


the gubernatorial contest. In the long con- 
test for the election of a president of the sen- 
ate he was often voted for by his party adher- 
ents, and had he been chosen would have pre- 
sided ably and‘with grace. He is serving on 
the committee of finance, public and humane 
institutions, federal relations, public library 
and chairman of banks and corporations, was 
chosen delegate-at-large from West Virginia 


at the republican convention held at Martins- | 


burg in May, 1892, to the national republican 
convention that met at Minneapolis in June, 


1892, and supported President Harrison for | 
It was there, in all proba- | 
bility, that some of his friends first thought of | 


the nomination. 


him as an available candidate for governor, 
but the nomination of Mr. Davis for the gov- 
ernorship was in the nature of a spontaneous 
and unanimous compliment from the rank 
and file as well as from the leaders of his 
party. Doubting his worthiness of the honor 
in a very moderate and modest sense, he 
nevertheless gracefully accepted, and at once 
went to work to win, and if the great hetero- 
geneous tidal wave had not swept over West 
Virginia, as it did the whole country, the 
result might have been different from what it 
was. As it was, although defeated, he ran 
considerably ahead of his ticket, leading Pres- 
ident Harrison by four hundred votes. In- 
deed it was the most uncertain and most 
problematical electioneering canvass ever 





| of kindness and blameless integrity. 
| political career has been limited to service of 


_ as aman. 
| feated, Mr. Davis will lead the republicans of 


been a genuine reflex of the estimate of him 
made when he was nominated, and which is 
set forth in the following editorials : 


The Wheeling Evening News, an inde- 
pendent and very often a pretty sharp com- 
mentator upon public men, said this : 


The nomination of Hon. Thomas E. 
Davis, of Taylor county, for governor, gives 
the republicans of West Virginia a leader, 
who, in point of personal character, is the 
equal of any of the distinguished men who 
were mentioned for, but declined the nomina- 
tion. Among those who know him, Mr. 
Davis’ reputation as a clean, honest, capable 
business man has been made secure by a life 


His 


one term in the State senate, but his record in 
that position was in every way worthy of him 
Whether finally victorious or de- 


West Virginia ably and honestly. 


The Wheeling Intelligencer, the official 
party paper in the State, had this leader: 


The representatives of the republican party 
of West Virginia, at Huntington, have made 
no mistake in selecting from out of the abun- 
dance of excellent material Hon. Thomas 
Elmer Davis, of Taylor county, for governor. 
It was the unanimous desire of the party that 
Mr. Elkins should be the standard-bearer, 
because it was believed that he possessed ele- 
ments of strength that others did not possess, 
but for good reasons Mr. Elkins could not see 
his way clear to accept the honor. When 
this fact was impressed on the minds of the 
convention the next thing to do was to choose 
from among the most available men, and they 
were not scarce, the man who could most 
certainly present the strength which would 
make victory certain. 

In Thomas FE. Davis they found such a 
man. Mr. Davis is one of the foremost men 
in the State. He represents the business in- 
terests of West Virginia, and is a man of the 
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people, springing directly from them; is a 
native West Virginian, and carved out his 
own fortune among the hills in the vicinity of 
the home of his childhood. As a soldier in 
the war for the Union, as a merchant, and as 
legislator, he has a record for patriotism, for 
straightforward business methods, and for a 
conscientious adherence to duty, of which any 
man might be proud. 

Mr. Davis is an unassuming man, of genial 
temperament, and has hosts of friends 
throughout the State. Everywhere he is re- | 
spected for his integrity, and his honor | 
and his devotion to republican principles. | 
With a leader of such high character | 
the republican party will march to victory. | 
Those sterling qualities which have distin- | 
guished him as a business man and in public 
life, and which have drawn to him friends 
wherever he is known, willadd to his strength | 
as the republican candidate, and insures that | 
he will grow upon the people as the canvass 
proceeds. His nomination is an augury of 
victory. 


After the election the following editorial 
appeared : 


The Jntelligencer is in receipt of a letter 
from Hon. Thomas E. Davis, saying that he 
has no personal regret over his defeat; that 
he prefers the quiet of his home to the care 
of public life; but that, being commissioned | 
by the republican party, he did all he could 
for success. 

The Jntelligencer voices the party feeling 
when it says that nobody could have done 
better. No other man could have polled | 
more votes. Mr. Davis made a dignified, 
effective campaign, won the regard of all who 
met him, and laid his party under lasting 
obligation for the sacrifice he made. 

If he had been elected governor, the State 
would have had reason to be proud of his 
solid ability and rock-ribbed integrity. In 
the governor’s chair he would have justified 
every hope, as he has vindicated to the full 
the wisdom of his nomination.— Wheeling 
Intelligencer. 


This is very complimentary to our fellow- 
townsman, but not a whit more so than he | 
deserves. It is corroborative also of what the 





| three boys and ten girls. 


| Sentinel said in behalf of Mr. Davis last 


week. Mr. Davis’ defeat is a far greater loss 
to the State than it is to him individually, 
and it is from the standpoint of the State’s 
interest that it is most to be regretted. It 
was Mr. Davis’s purpose in case of his elec- 
tion to surround himself with the best men of 
his party, and to give to the State a model 


' business administration, one that would have 


put the state’s financial affairs in a much 
better condition than they now are.—Gra/tou 


Sentinel. 
— 9 


bier eae M. MEANS, a descendant of one of 

the old families of Virginia, is a son of 
Jacob and Jane (Jones) Means, and was born 
April 2, 1835, in Taylor county, in what is 


now Knottsville district. Isaac Means, grand- 


| father, was a native of Hampshire county, 


Virginia (now West Virginia), and migrated 
to what is now Knottsville district, Taylor 
county, in 1812. He was one of the pioneers 
of that section of the county, where he cleared 
up a farm, upon which he lived the remainder 


| of his days, dying August 25, 1857, at the age 


of eighty-three years. He married Elizabeth 
Smith, and had a family of thirteen children, 
Jacob Means, father, 
was but twelve years of age when his father 
settled in Taylor county, being born in 1800. 
He obtained a good education for his day, 


| and at the solicitation of the people taught 


school for a time. He, however, soon drifted 
into agricultural pursuits, which mainly con- 
stituted his life-work. He became an exten- 
sive stock-raiser and dealer, buying large 


droves of stock in his section of the State 


| and drove them to the eastern markets. 


He was an old-line whig in his political ad- 
herence, and a consistent and conscientious 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
His wife’s maiden name was Jane Jones, 
daughter of William Jones, and was born in 
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1799. They were the parents of seven chil- 
dren: William, deceased; Maria, the wife of 


| 


Andrew Schoyer, of Taylor county; Nancy, | 


who married Jacob Wilson, of Taylor county; | 
Eliza, deceased, was the wife of James Wilson; | 
' near the scenes of the battle of Brandywine 


Nathan resides on the old homestead in 
Knottsville district; Isaac M., subject; and 
Rebecca, deceased, who was the wife of Henry 
Miller, of West Grafton. 

Isaac M. Means was reared upon his father’s 
farm, and followed farming uninterruptedly 
and successfully in Taylor county until 1883, 
when he purchased a flouring mill in Grafton, 
greatly improved it by putting in the roller 
process, and has done a large and constantly 
increasing business ever since. He is a con- 
sistent and active member of the Methodist 
Protestant church at Grafton, in the manage- 
ment of which he is a member of the board of 
trustees. 

Isaac M. Means has been twice married. 


His first marital union was with Maria Lew- | 


ellen, on May 28, 1857, and resulted in the 
birth of two children, Hattie and Belle. The 
latter, on August 18, 1889, married Dr. F. T. 


Jemima (Gorham) Forman, and was born 
August 26, 1845, on the old homestead, which 
is situated on the Tygart’s valley river, six 
miles above Grafton. 
The family is of Quaker stock, and settled 


_in Chester county, Pennsylvania, during the 





Haught, a practicing physician in the city of | 


Parkersburg, this State. 


The second marriage | 


of Mr. Means was on March 209, 1864, with | 


Elmira J. Shroyer, and resulted in the birth of , 


two children: Alvey Newton, who on January © 


27, 1892, married Mrs. O. G. Simpson, of | 
_ Dallas, Texas; he is now engaged in mer- 


cantile pursuits in Greenville, Texas; Lazelle 
S., at home, assisting his father in the mill. 








PTON FORMAN, a soldier of the late 
war, and a prosperous and well-to-do 
farmer of Court House district, Taylor county, 
West Virginia, is a son of Alexander and 





| rations for the family. 


colonial period of this country. About the 
close of the Revolutionary War, they started 
for Western Virginia, and reached Western- 
port, Maryland, where some members of the 
family contracted small-pox, and were com- 
pelled to stay for some time. Robert Forman 
remained with the family to take care of them, 
but sent his son Joseph, who is the grand- 


| father of our subject, on ahead to make prepa- 


He located near Bran- 


| donville, Preston county, sowed a field of 


buckwheat and made other necessary prepara- 
tions for the family, which soon joined him. 
They were among the pioneer families of that 
section of the State, and cleared up farms upon 
which they resided the remainder of their 
lives. 

Alexander Forman, father, was born on the 
old homestead in Preston county, and re- 
mained there until 1842, when he located near 
Grafton, Taylor county, this State, where he 
died in 1879. While in Preston county, he 
followed farming and also owned and operated 
a grist mill and a woolen mill, but after 
coming to Taylor county, he followed farm- 
ing exclusively. His marriage with Jemima 
Graham resulted in the birth of twelve chil- 
dren, ten of whom grew to maturity. 

Upton Forman was reared upon a farm and 
obtained such education as the subscription 
He has been 
engaged in farming all his life, and has always 


schools of his day afforded. 


resided, with the exception of three years, 
from 1876 to 1879, inclusive, spent in Barbour 
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county, in this county. 
old home-place, which consists of two hundred 
and forty acres of valuable land, underlaid 
with a fine quality of coal, well-improved and 
in a good state of cultivation. On September 
I, 1864, he enlisted in the Federal army at 
Grafton, in company “ B,’” Seventeenth West 
Virginia volunteer infantry, and served until 
after the surrender of Lee, at Appomattox, 
which marked the downfall of the Southern 
Confederacy. 
from the service in July, 1865. He is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, of 
which he is now a steward; and in his politi- 
cal proclivities, he is a republican, and has 


| 


He resides upon the — 


He was honorably discharged © 


served as a member of the school board a | 


number of years. On October 3, 1872, his 
marital union with Maggie Martin, a daughter 


of Henry D. Martin, a prosperous farmer of 


Henry D., of Warren county, Iowa, engaged 


tude in his line of work, he was variously 
employed and frequently promoted by the 
Baltimore and Ohio company until December, 
8, 1891, when he was sent to Keyser, this 
State, as general foreman of the railroad shops 
there. After fourteen months of continuous 
and successful service at Keyser, he was trans- 
ferred to Grafton, where, on February 8, 1893, 
he was made master mechanic of the Fourth 
and Fifth and the Grafton and Belington 
divisions of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
comprising the supervision of two hundred 
and forty-two miles of railway, and a direction 
of a force of four hundred and ninety men. 
To his ability, judgment, and practical skill as 
a machinist, he owes his present important 
position, whose duties he has discharged most 


satisfactorily up to the present time. He has 


_ been progressive in special departments of 
Barbour county, this State, was celebrated. | 
To their union two children have been born: | 


in farming, and Laura, the wife of Alonzo E. | 


Sayre, also of Warren county, Iowa, where he | 


is engaged in farming. 
——o—_—___—. 


Ceence C. SMITH, a skilled mechanic, 
and master mechanic of the Fourth and 


Fifth and the Grafton and Belington divisions © 
of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, is a son of | 
George C., Sr., and Sarah E. (Slaughter) Smith, | 


and was born in the city of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, December 31, 1858. 
his native city, received his education in the 


He was reared in | 


Baltimore graded schools, and at seventeen — 


years and ten months of age entered the em- 


ploy of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad at | 


Baltimore, where he learned the trade of ma- 


mechanical industry, and has kept in touch 
with the industrial spirit of the age, not resting 
on past or present excellence, but examining 
carefully everything in the line of mechanical 
invention, from piece apparatus to new motive 
In his 
field of particular labor, to which he gives the 


power, being offered for future use. 


most of his time and attention, he ranks de- 
servedly high for mechanical ability and prac- 
tical skill. 

Mr. Smith is a democrat in political opinion. 
He is a member of Concordia Lodge, No. 24, 
Knights of Pythias, of Baltimore. 

On November g, 1880, Mr. Smith was united 
in marriage with Lizzie S. Colehouse, a native 
of Baltimore. 

The Smith family is of German extraction, 
and Baltimore city was their early American 


home. James D. Smith (grandfather) was a 


_ native and life-long resident of the ‘“ Monu- 
chinist in the railroad shops, then at that city. | mental city,” where he was extensively en- 


Completing his trade, and showing such apti- | gaged, for many years, in the manufacture of 
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combs, owning a large factory, and oper- 


ating quite a force of hands at the busiest | 


season of the year. 
a family, and his son, George C. Smith, 
Sr. (father), was born in 1829, in Balti- 
he has 


Leaving school, he learned the then re- 


more, where resided ever since. 


munerative trade of paper-stainer, which, 


He married and reared 


however, he did not follow for any length of | 


time. In 1856 he entered the mechanical de- 


partment of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 


shops, and was continuously employed therein | 


for thirty-five years. At the end of that time, 


in 1891, he retired from active life, and since | 
then he has resided at his comfortable home in | 


Baltimore. He married Sarah E. Slaughter, 
who is a daughter of John T. Slaughter, once 
connected with the police force of Baltimore. 
They have three children, two sons and one 
daughter: John Filmore, a machinist at 
Matthai and Ingram’s tin works, Baltimore ; 
Louisa C., wife of Andrew J. Adams; and 


George C., whose name heads this sketch. 


INGLETON J. WILLHIDE, the leading 
marble dealer of Grafton, anda veteran 
Union soldier and scout of the late Civil War, 
is a son of ’Squire William and Harriet (Dor- 
sey) Willhide, and was born near what was 
then Mechanicstown, in Frederick county, 
Maryland, March 16, 1838. 
his native county, where he learned the trade 
of tanner, which he never followed. In 1857 
he came to Webster, Taylor county, and there 


He was reared in 


commenced to learn the trade of marble cut- 
ter when the late Civil War burst upon the 
land. In that great hour of national peril it did 
not take him long to decide where his duty lay, 
and, on May 15, 1861, enlisted at Grafton, in 








company “B,” Second Virginia infantry, which 
regiment, eighteen months after, became the 
Fifth West Virginia cavalry. He went out as 
a musician, but when his company was changed 
to cavalry he became a scout, and saw severe 
marching and hard fighting until he was hon- 
orably discharged from the Federal service at 


_ Wheeling, June.20, 1864. Returning from the 


army he went to Parkersburg, where he com- 
pleted his trade of marble cutting, in 1865. In 
that year he opened a shop at Webster, and 
worked there up to 1874, in which year he 
came to Grafton and established his present 
large shop and yards. Heconducts a large and 
remunerative business, and has many patrons 
at a distance. His yards are heavily stocked 
with all the different kinds of marble and 
granite in general use in this country. He 
does all kinds of plain and ornamental work, 
and his monuments are to be found in all the 
leading cemeteries of his section of the State. 
Mr. Willhide is a republican in politics, and 
has been for many years a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in which he is a 
trustee. He is a member and past commander 
of Reno Post, No. 7, Grand Army of the Re- 
public, of Grafton. While duly interested in 
politics and civil affairs, Mr. Willhide is prac- 
tically inclined to business pursuits, to which 
he devotes the larger part of his time and 
attention. 

On October 30, 1865, Singleton J. Willhide 
was united in marriage with Prudence Currey, 
a daughter of John Currey, of near Webster, 
Taylor county, West Virginia. To their union 
have been born eight children, five sons and 
Frederick, Charles W., 
Bruce (Ida, Lillie, Albert, 
The Willhide family 

Four brothers of 
that name came from Germany, settling near 


three daughters : 
William  H., 
deceased) and Minnie. 

is of German descent. 
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Hagerstown, Maryland, in 1783; three of 
these brotherswere named Conrad, Frederick 
and Jacob, and Conrad was the paternal grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch. Squire 
William Willhide (father) was born in Fred- 
erick county, Maryland, March 18, 1810, and 


died near Webster, Taylor county, April 27, | 


1870. He wasa cabinet-maker by trade, but 


followed carpentering and wagon-making to | 


some extent. He came to near Webster in 


1856, and was aman of importance in his 


neighborhood, serving two or more terms as | 


justice of the peace. He was a whig and a 


republican in politics, and wedded Harriet | 
Dorsey, a daughter of Owen Dorsey, of Fred- | 
| deceased; Mary Elizabeth, the wife of James 


erick county, Maryland. To Squire and Mrs. 
Willhide were born a family of seven children, 
six sons and a daughter. 





oo 


OHN W. HASLUP.—“I have always had | 


these two things before me: Do what 
you undertake thoroughly. Be faithful in all 


accepted trusts.” Whether John W. Haslup 


ever read the above aphorism of the renowned | 
| the greater part of his life. 


Nicholas Longworth or not, we know not. 


But his life shows that he had the principle | 


incorporated in his moral decalogue. 

He was born October 24, 1825, near Balti- 
more, Maryland, and died in Grafton, West 
Virginia, July 18, 1894. He was a son of 


Joseph and Elizabeth (Fell) Haslup. He re- | 


ceived his mental training in the schools of 
Maryland, and learned the trade of a moulder | 
in the city of Baltimore; he worked at his trade | 
as a journeyman in Baltimore and other places | 
in Maryland until he came to Grafton. In 1857 | 
he came to Grafton and entered the employ of | 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad company, as | 








a moulder in the foundry department of their 


shops. His superior workmanship and skill | 


as a foundrynian, coupled with his  trust- 
worthiness of character, soon commended 
him to the consideration of the company for 
the position as foreman, to which position he 
was appointed in 1864, and faithfully dis- 
charged the duties of that important position 
until death closed his industrious life. 

Mr. Haslup was a strict and conscientious 
member of the Presbyterian church, and a 
well-known, popular, and beloved member of 
Lodge No. 15, Free and Accepted Masons. 
He was united in marriage, on September 16, 
1852, with Mary M., a daughter of Joseph 
and Mary (Wolf) Hughes. To 
were born the following children: Joseph, 


this union 


Wren, who was killed while serving in the 
capacity of engineer in the service of the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad; Millard, a resident 
of Birmingham, Alabama; Sarah Carrie, the 
wife of T. W. Heironimus, a flour and feed 
merchant of Grafton; Emma, Maggie, Nellie, 
Berthie, Anna Fell, and Dodson. 

John W. Haslup won and easily held the 
respect of the community in which he lived 
In his death the 
town lost an honest, sober, upright, and valu- 
able citizen, and his family a loving husband 
and a kind and indulgent father. 





o-_ 


HEODORE H. GERKIN.—Perhaps no 
nation has contributed as many fru- 

gal, industrious and law-abiding citizens to 
the sum_ total 
progress and prosperity as has the German 
In whatever craft, trade, or avocation 


of our nineteenth century 


nation. 
of life the German may be placed, his motto 


has been “ Excelsior.” In art and in science, 


| Rs ° . . . 
in business and society, in literature and re- 


ligion, he has left his indelible stamp upon the 
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The crowded eco- | 
nomic conditions of his native land have not | 
been conducive to his fullest development, | 


civilization of the ages. 


hence many of the most enterprising of her 
citizens have left it and sought homes on the | 
hospitable shores of the United States, where, | 
under the nurturing and stimulating influence | 
of free institutions, they have realized the fru- 


ition of their old-world dreams. One prom- | 
inent among those who left the Fatherland, | 


seeking a home this side of the Atlantic, is 


the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. © 
and Catherine 
(Nemon) Gerkin, and was born in Holting- 


He is a son of Francis J. 


hausen, Ampt, Clappenburg, Germany, on 
September 29, 1855. 
His father lived all his life in Germany, 


following the peaceful arts of husbandry. To 
Of these 
but two came to the land discovered by 
Columbus: John H., who came in 1870; and 


his marriage were born six sons. 


subject. The brothers remaining in Germany 


are William, a retired general of the German 


army; Garrett, an officer of the German 
army ; Bennett, a farmer of his native country; | 
and Frederick, deceased. 

Theodore H. Gerkin came to the United 


States in 1871, landing at Baltimore, October 


Ist of that year, when but sixteen years of age. 


He learned the trade of a tailor, which avoca- 
tion he now follows in the city of Grafton, West _ 
Virginia. Politically he is a democrat, and, | 
although never taking an active part in politi- | 
cal matters, yet is a staunch supporter of the 
political school of Jefferson, Jackson and | 
Cleveland. 

Religiously, he subscribes to the dogmas | 
of the Roman Catholic church. 

On April 24, 1882, he married Anna T. 
Rooney, daughter of Lawrence and Bridget | 
Rooney, of Grafton, and four children, Cath- 





erine T., Edward J., Francis and Charles, bless 
this union. 

Theodore H. Gerkin is an artist of zsthetic 
tastes in his line, understands well the philos- 
ophy of dress, and is regarded as one of the 


| most skillful and efficient tailors in this part of 


the State. 





o—_. 


OHN H. MEANS, an extensive dairyman 
and farmer of Taylor county, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of William J. and Elizabeth 
(Miller) Means, and was born on the farm in 
Knottsville district, Taylor county, West Vir- 
ginia, August 17, 1852. Isaac Means, great- 
grandfather, was a native of Hampshire county, 
Virginia, but located, about the year 1812, 
near the present village of Knottsville, in Tay- 
lor county, where he purchased a large farm 
and also built and operated atannery. He 
held the commission of major in the Virginia 
State militia. He married Catherine Smith, 
and had thirteen children, three sons and ten 
daughters: Jacob was a farmer and _ stock- 
dealer of this county; Isaac removed to Illi- 
nois, where he died; William remained on the 
old homestead farm, where he died; Eliza, 
Peggy, Sallie, Catherine, Jane, Lovina Susan, 
and Matilda. 

Jacob Means, grandfather, was born in 
Hampshire county, May 2, 1800, and died on 
his farm, near KnottsvilJe, at the age of eighty- 
He was an extensive farmer and 
stock-dealer, owning four or five farms. He 
married Jane, a daughter of William Jones, of 
Knottsville district, and had seven children: 
William, deceased, who died on his farm, near 
Grafton; Maria, widow of Andrew Shoyer, of 
near Knottsville; Nancy, wife of Jacob Wil- 


three years. 


son, of Knottsville; Eliza, who married James 
Wilson—both are deceased ; Nathan, a farmer, 
of near Knottsville; Isaac M., a miller of Graf- 
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ton; Rebecca, who married Henry Miller, of 
West Grafton. 
William J. Means was born August 14, 


1822, in Knottsville district, this county, and 


died in his native district, August 25, 1890. 
He followed farming all his life, owning the 
farm upon which his son, John H. Means, now 
lives—a well-improved farm containing two 
hundred and forty acres. He served in the 
Virginia State militia, and during the Civil 
War was a member of a body of home guards. 
In his earlier life he was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church; but later in life 
transferred his membership to the Methodist 
Protestant denomination, and took an active 


part in the work of that church, serving as | 


trustee and as superintendent of the Sabbath- 
school. He married Elizabeth, a daughter of 
Andrew Miller, a farmer of Taylor county. 
Four children were born to them: Sarah, who 
is the consort of Harry H. Gooseman, of this 
county; Eliza, wife of I. N. Grimes, also of 
Taylor county; Evaline, deceased; and John 
H., who was reared on his father’s farm. 

For eight years he was extensively engaged 
in the saw-milling business, and in 1871 
located upon the farm, and has been engaged 
in the farming and dairying business ever 
since. He keeps from twenty-five to thirty 
head of cows, chiefly of the thoroughbred 
Guernsey stock, and disposes of the dairy 
product in Grafton, the county seat. Follow- 
ing in the footsteps of .his father, he is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Protestant church anda 
republican in principle and practice. 


June 9, 1885, he married Laura, a daughter | 
| life. 


of Israel Foreman, a photographer of Fair- 
mont, Marion county. His sketch appears in 
another part of this work. To this marriage 


has been born one child, a daughter, Edith, on | 


March 26, 1886, and died December 7, 1893. 








ILLIAM W. PIXLER, a soldier of the 
late war and a citizen of Court-House 
district, Taylor county, West Virginia, is ason 
of John and Elizabeth (Henry) Pixler, and was 
born in Union district, Monongalia county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), November 23, 
1834. The Pixlers are of German origin, and 
figured among the pioneer settlers of Lancas- 
ter county, Pennsylvania, where they were 
engaged, like most of the German contingent, 
in the peaceful and tranquil, but remunerative 
pursuits of husbandry, and contributed largely 
to the development of the great agricultural 
resources of that county, which, to-day, takes 
rank as the first countyin the United States in 
the value of its agricultural products, 

John Pixler was born upon a farm, in Lan- 
caster county, in 1801, but broke away from 
the vocation of his ancestors, learned the tan- 
ner’s trade and, when a young man, located at 
the forks of Cheat river, where he was engaged 
in tanning. This, however, he followed but a 
few years, when, on account of his declining 
health, he sold the plant and invested the pro- 
Here he farmed until 1830, 
when he sold this farm and purchased another 


ceeds ina farm. 


of one hundred and ninety acres, near Mor- 
gantown, in Union district, upon which he re- 
sided until he passed from the stage of action, 
in July, 1839. He was a member of the Baptist 
church, of which he was a deacon for a num- 
ber of years, and was a republican in political 
texture. He married Elizabeth, a daughter of 
James Henry, who wasa native of Ireland, and 
who settled in Union district when a young 
man, where he was engaged in farming all his 
Mr. and Mrs. Pixler’s marital union re- 
sulted in the issue of seven children: James, 
deceased ; Mary A., relict of William Runner, 
late of Monongalia county; John W., a thrifty 
farmer of Monongalia county; Elizabeth, de- 
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ceased, was married to Alfred Cobun, of Mo- 
nongalia county ; William W., subject ; Martha 


E. and Margaret J. were twins; the former is | 


deceased, and was the wife of Elliott Hart- 
man, of Monongalia county; the latter married 
William I.Vandervort, a farmer of Monongalia 
county. ° 
1803, and lives in Monongalia county, this 
State. 

William W. Pixler was reared upon his 
father’s farm, and remained there engaged in 
farming until 1885, when he purchased a farm 
of ninety acres, situated four miles west of 
Grafton, in Court House district, Taylor 
county, upon which he has since resided. He 
entered the Civil War as a member of Com- 
pany “FE,” Seventeenth West Virginia volun- 
teer infantry, and was honorably discharged at 
Wheeling, West Virginia, in July, 1865. 
company was located in the southern part of 
West Virginia, where it did effective scout- 
ing. For many years he has been identi- 
fied with the Baptist church, and has been 


deacon of the Pleasant Hill church since 1882, | 


and later of Webster Baptist church; and, in 
his political adherence, he is a republican. 


November 14, 1861, he married Malissa, a | 


daughter of John Vandervort, of Monongalia 
county, by whom he has seven children: 
Lizzie, widow of George T. Long; Effie D., 
married George E. Brand, a traveling sales- 
man, who resides at West Grafton; Susie, 
John and Walter, at home; and Rosa and 
Cannie Gay, deceased. 





S—— 


Rover L. HEFLIN, who worthily holds 
the important and responsible position 
of superintendent of bridges and building of 
the Parkersburg and Wheeling division of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and isanactiveand 


Mrs. Pixler was born October 18, | 


His | 








useful member of the American International 
Association of superintendents of railroad 
bridges and builders, isa son of George W. and 
Mariam (Courtney) Heflin, and was born in 
Fauquier county, Virginia, January 22, 1847. 
During the latter half of the last century, 
William Heflin, the paternal grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch, was born in Fau- 
quier county, Virginia, of Irish descent, to 
Wil- 
liam Heflin lived and married and died in 


which his parents came in early life. 


his native county. His son, George W. Hef- 
lin, was born March 3, 1811,and died June 18, 
1884, in Stafford county, Virginia, to which he 
had removed in early life and in which he had 
followed the vocation of miller and carpenter. 
Mr. Heflin married Mariam Courtney, who was 
a daughter of Elijah Courtney, of Virginia, 
and died September 4, 1886, aged seventy- 
seven years. Their family consisted of twelve 
children, eight sons and four daughters. 
Robert L. Heflin was reared in his native 
county and received his elementary education 
in private and select schools. When entering 


upon his academic studies, the late Civil War 


_ commenced, and he left the school-room for 


the military camp when barely beyond his 
fifteenth year. On March 23, 1862, he was 
called into the service of the Confederate 
States, as a member of company ‘“‘I,” Elev- 
enth Virginia infantry, and served until April 
9g, 1865, when peace came with the surrender 
of Lee at Appomattox Court-house, where 
his many long marches, hard battles, and hours 
of privation and suffering ended. Returning 
home from the army he followed farm- 
ing for one year, and then learned the trade of 
shoemaker, at which he worked for some three 
years. At the end of that time he turned his 
attention to the trade of carpenter, which he 
learned and followed at various places until 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 


March 18, 188i, when he entered the service 
of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad company. 
He worked on different sections of the road 
until August 13, 1883, when he was promoted 
foreman and served as such up to February 1, 
1889. 


He was then made supervisor of — 


bridges and building on the Parkersburg and | 


Wheeling division of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, including the South Belington branch, 


an aggregate of three hundred and forty-seven — 
miles of track. The number of hands under | 


his control depends upon the exigencies of the | 


road and averages from forty-five to one hun- 
dred and seventy men. 


Mr. Heflin is not only well, but practically — 


acquainted with every detail of work that | 


arises from accident or exigency upon his di- | 
vision as well as its regular and routine labor. | 
His systematized methods of work have not | 
been the plan of an hour or the work of a day, | 
but represent the results of years of intelligent | 
and well-directed effort. Ithas beenhislaudable | 
ambition to make his service thorough, system- | 


atic and efficient, and in every respect he has 
been successful. Mr. 
and a member of the Grafton Baptist church, 
and Friendship Lodge, No. 8, Knights of 
Pythias, of which latter organization he is past 
chancellor. 


Heflin is a democrat 


He is prominent in the Masonic 
fraternity of northern West Virginia, being a 
member of Grafton Lodge, No. 15, Free and 
Accepted Masons ; Copestone Chapter, No. 12, 
Royal Arch Masons, De Mola Commandery, 
Knights Templar, Osiris Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine, Wheeling. 


Mr. Heflin is one of that class whose pro- | 





gress, while not ostentatious, yet is sure and | 


substantial and whose steps are always for- 

ward and never backward on the pathway 

of true achievement. His life has been one 
3—5 


| 
| 
| 
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of persistent effort and continued success in 
his sphere of labor. 

On December 18, 1873, he married Geor- 
gianna Monroe, of Rappahannock county, 
Virginia,and their union has been blessed with 
four children: two sons and two daughters, 
Mary Lewis, Carroll J., George William and 
Jeannette, the last two being dead. 


—_—_S —____——_ 


ILLIAM A. SINSEL, a prominent mer- 
chant of Flemington, and a worthy 
scion of an old and respected family of Taylor 
county, West Virginia, is a son of James H. 
and Susepta (Yates) Sinsel, and was born at 
Pruntytown, this county, December 20, 1840. 
James H. Sinsel, father, is a brother of 
Harmon Sinsel, in whose sketch appears a 
full genealogical record of the Sinsel family. 
James H. Sinsel was born in the old home- 
stead near Pruntytown, in 1811, and died 
October 18, 1882. He learned the trade ofa 
carpenter and cabinet-maker, and followed 
these trades at Pruntytown, until 1855, when 
he removed to a farm on Shelby’s run, where 
he spent the remainder of his days. In relig- 
ious matters he subscribed to the dogmas of 
the Baptist church. His marriage to Susepta, 
daughter of John Yates, a farmer on Shelby’s 
run, resulted in the birth of seven children, 
four sons and three daughters: Matilda, Ema- 
line, deceased, married Thomas Bartlett, of 
Shelby; William A., subject; Winfield Scott, 
a farmer, located on Shelby’s run; Perry, a 
conductor on the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road; Lucinda, wife of John Hawkins, of 
Pruntytown, and Flavius. 

Mr. Sinsel was reared upon his father’s 
farm and received his education in the com- 
From 1862 to 1865, a period 
covering the greater part of the Civil War, he 


mon schools. 
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| 
was engaged as a teamster in the service of the | 


government, between Webster and Beverly, this | 


State. 
and Ohio railroad company, as a bridge-car- 
penter, for a term of three years, when, in 1870, 
he embarked 
Webster ; but after remaining there for about 


in the mercantile business at 


one year, removed to Flemington, where he 
has since carried on a general mercantile en- 
terprise. His store-room is ample and well 
filled with everything that is generally found 
in a first-class mercantile establishment. In 
political texture Mr. Sinsel is a democrat, 
and is postmaster of Flemington, and also 


served in the same capacity under Cleveland’s 


administration, first term, and is a member of | 


the Democratic county executive committee 
of Taylor county, West Virginia, in which he 
now resides. 

On December 24, 1872, he married Sarah 
Olive, a daughter of the late George Nestor, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 
Four children have been born to this union: 
George Ona, born January 28, 1874, is a clerk 
in a general drug store at Mannington, West 
Virginia ; Otis A., born March 25, 1876, em- 
ployed asa clerk in his father’s store; Mary 
Artis, born January 3, 1882, and Carrie Lee, 
born August 10, 1886. 








oe 


RIAH B. WILLIAMS, train-master of 
the largest and most important division 


of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad in West 


He then engaged with the Baltimore | 
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16, 1855. The early American home of the 
Williams family, which is of Welsh descent, 
was in Maryland, where John Williams, the 


_ paternal grandfather of Uriah B. Williams, 


Virginia, is a man of strong business ability | 


and fine organizing power, who has done 


much toward giving his part of the road the | 
fine train service for which it is noted to-day. | 


He is a son of Uriah B., Sr., and Susan (Suter) 
Williams, and was born at Cameron, Marshall 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia), August 





| two sons and four daughters. 


was born and passed the larger part of his 
life. 
to Cameron, this State, a few years before his 
death. He married and reared a family of 
One of the 
sons, Uriah B. Williams, Sr. (father), was 
born in Frederick county, Maryland, and died 
at Cameron, this State, January, 1881, aged 
sixty-three years. Early in life he engaged 
in the service of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad company, and as its great road was 


He was a prominent democrat, and came 


built and equipped westward, he was as- 
signed to duty on succeeding western sec- 
tions, until his last assignment was at Came- 
ron, where he was an engineer at the time of 
his death. 
ability, and in political matters was a whig 


He was a man of mechanical 
and republican. He married Susan Suter, 
and their family consisted of five children, 
of whom three are yet living: Uriah B., 
the subject of this sketch; Ann Elizabeth, 
wife of Dr. G. A. Stidger, of Cameron, Mar- 
shall county; and Clara Bruce, who wedded 
Dr. J. W. Rickey, of Glen Easton, this 
State. 

Uriah B. Williams was reared at Cameron, 
received his education in the schools of that 
place, and at sixteen years of age became an 
employe of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
He 
was stationed at Cameron for three years, and 


company in their telegraph department. 
then was transferred as assistant train-dis- 
patcher to Fairmont, where he remained for 
three years. From Fairmont he was sent 
back to Cameron as agent at that place, which 
position he held from 1878 to 1880. In the 


last-named year he was made chief train- 


AlGM4OIITS TIAATROT GVA JADINIAAOON 







































a. ls . , , . = 
} 281 O1 | st} lovsivise sili ni totenres} & 8s bogagnse 


r ) email ks ceva en al de Vines vied sngme now 2 
ody baalyl nt enw “svomitlel oda chiw Seaeem 2 el oH * BIC 
\ rarlinlbre rg fenisiaq “Tho wybi id & 26 ,\yheqmos beorlienr id 


sian OS HIGG ssw | or 81. a1 ok scares to: ‘nord n 10) a8 





NoonsS PecitoMm” A Bw oH mil | In Seon aid slinnoisemn oilt ni “bashadm : 
o : sone vist pporsmel of juods 10) svet) gfiiniamst t9 fie jud ” 
I amp cen bee berrem off digo! id srw motgnimsli of bavorts: 18 
di lo » : i bas enoe owl | -ae oli tnaoim Limensy 6 nO beirieo\ 908 
Hat) ae emsliW A dsnU ,enoe ‘lew bra slammer et mo01s10d2 #iH 
; beahewehM .yinwoo sairebs1T ni mod | bnucl vilersnogeet tarts gnidtyiave iin eb 
os 1881 ~yrsunel state eid nome) js | nl snomideildaias slignsorsm zanlotert a 
rons od Al ai ye soy sorddi-ytxie | tersomsb #2 aneane aM snutzaty: pr 
f » sons 1) To solvise ofl? mi oals bas .notgaimell L Io votesmieoq 
sw beso teety eli ae bite pyasgimos baorim | a'bnalovel 1sbrw wivagss mesa orld nib 
“2 sw ot .Dwwiesw beqqiups bre diud lo wdmom ss a bre ems tea ooltmtall 
-o9@ aistéew gptibssoove no yiub of bongia | setimmos svitusexs vinvos didnot 
-one) inerenpiess dent eid Ine janott | od dotdw ai etniga¥ seoV/ sginuo9 volys 


ome.) Is efw Ingtnnpiees JeH et af Kab 
q ‘ oe e 4 ; 29 








le genid Sti] 75 1531 O19 Ms 26 of Ut OT | yea 
2 { : i 49 
’ aa ~t | Hae? Rieteteee ae seis 26 ' 
lesidstioem Yo nom es esw- oH .diesb- eid | devse. Dorman + f ege: pS wedi 
: ease MaRS a Rene catia 1.90008 we ® {x sb. 
iiw-s ow osictn lBamirod fil OE “ilies oteovl SQws 2 sigi ol to 19% yo 
iv2 neev@ beirmam oH .nssilduqa bas | show sais: ni srodwoele ens 178 iiotaale gee 
esiblide svi Yo Betdienes ylims xisd? bas | taoinu eidyos wrod need oval ovblido 
= é ’ ie I aie * ~ i Oo 
& den 9 iy mow to | sal e et prt Be preunsl, nod saQiagm 
isdexit lnyeile eidt Yo tosidue od? | ses W ,notguinaslt Js o103e gutb Isyons 
M aot web? Aa) rd to Siw | =e OyBr (gs) dowll nvod A ett 
_ I a a . 
sbbow of mist? bas :viavos Made | we ; mote evodinten nt ae 
, goteed “nslD Yo wali We 1 aq 99] sinw bas 2881 .¢ qauasl o 
‘ »*> go. . A 
winic. | 88% ,O1 aul : 
a 
} rk. ds DATES civ srrsill 0 ten 
iS mh ‘ ae ‘. 
tel? Yo vlootise sd? AT MONGQUSS Fike DSVISRST -y 


lo toteam-nistt SALI 

roviey sitO bos sromilell ort lo jyolgmes roizivib tactoqgmi daom bas jzsgisl od it 

H josmnedst dasresiss wer? ni yneqaos jeoV/ ai beotlis» ofdO bae provi, : 
: ‘ : y a 


c orenzad Soe lo etesy nesixie is bns soalq 


, 
« 


; i Eee ol csa) ul ’ 

. - A 
bins .27 satftt ‘ot agqioms! th-! EaNoisie enw vitilicds eeonieud eal Yo asm being 
-sib-niev? Ineieizee t& Dowestenmy «ew ned? snob aad ofw jewog goisiasgio, % oni! 


1c) boninmer of Siew Sroumia? 09 iseoisg | ort beov ods jo Ney nid gnivig biswo? 
fase enw otf InomminT mot  erssy sorlt | .ysb-od. baton zi ti doidw x01 ooivese mia ie 


enw of inom Ts t 
‘ Hoidlw sonia teil? te Iogs 26 NoTsMs) 03 ADsd | (x91 2) nseuc bre 2, @ dein Yon) 


sili nl “4881 0! 8x81 mont bled sd soitizeg | lisdeisM forsms.. dk mod ee bas one 
Ct ae ¢ 
ae : iz" _" 


7 
wy 


-nizw ‘Wirls obamy aaw sf 1H9y boman-tesl  teuguA a atarht 


Tha on eee 








OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 67 





dispatcher of the Fourth division of the Balti- | 
more and Ohio railroad, extending from | 


Grafton to Wheeling, a distance of one hun- 
dred miles, with headquarters at Cameron, 


and held that position until 1885, when he | 
was promoted to chief train-dispatcher of the | 


road from Keyser to Wheeling, and of the 
division from Grafton to Parkersburg, with 


their branches, making a total of three hun- | 


dred and twenty-five miles of road. One year 
later he was promoted to his present position 
lines and 
His 
position is next to that of division superin- 


of train-master of these same 
branches, with headquarters at Grafton. 


tendent, and is the most important of its 
kind in West Virginia. 

On March 27, 1879, Mr. Williams was 
united in marriage with Laura Isaac, a daugh- 
ter of George and Anna (Askey) Isaac. Mr. 


and Mrs. Williams have four children: Earl | 


W., Guy, Fannie F. and Mayes. 


Mr. Williams has labored, and labored suc- | 


cessfully, to perfect the train service of his 
important divisions. He moved yearly mil- 


lions of tons of freight and thousands of people 


with rapidity, ease and safety. He has organ- | 





ized his train service so as to render it prac- | 


tical, efficient and satisfactory. 


He has dis- | ceased, was a farmer of Barbour county ; 


charged every duty of his position ina man- | 


ner at once creditable to himself and advan-— 


tageous to the interests of the road and its 


general business. Uriah B. Williams is a re- 


publican in political belief, but has no desire | 
for official position in civil life, but prefers | 


what is to hima more congenial and inde- 
pendent sphere of usefulness than the turmoil 
of politics. 
Mason. 





Knights Templar, at Grafton, which he helped 
to organize. 





=) 





DOLPHUS B. CORDER, an extensive 
of 
Booth’s creek district, Taylor county, West 


farmer, grazer, and_ stock-dealer, 
Virginia, is a son of James W. and Mary C. 
(Bond) Corder,-and was born near Philippi, 
Barbour county, West Virginia, May 6, 1855. 
William Corder, grandfather, was a native of 
eastern Virginia, whence he immigrated at an 
early day, perhaps near the close of the seven- 
He be- 


came the owner of about two thousand acres 


teenth century, to Barbour county. 


of land in that section, and owned a number 
of slaves. He was a self-made man, and 
through industry, sobriety, and economy ac- 
He died 


He. was 


cumulated a considerable fortune. 
in 1863 at the age of eighty years. 
a conscientious and faithful member of the 
Primitive Baptist church, and an ardent sup- 
porter of the democratic party. He married 
Miss Sarah Cole, an eastern Virginia lady, and 
had eleven children, six sons and five daugh- 
Elizabeth, deceased, married Allen B. 
Gawthrop, a farmer, of Taylor county ; Joseph, 


ters: 
a farmer, of Barbour county; William, de- 


Mary, deceased, was the wife of David Wood- 
yard, a farmer, of near Pruntytown in this 
county; Joshua S.,a farmer and minister of 
the Baptist church; Ingaby, wife of Arthur 
C. Dever, a farmer, of Harrison county; James 
W., father; Hannah, wife of John Pickens, of 
Barbour county; John W., a farmer, of 


| Kansas; Martha, who was the first born of 


Mr. Williams is a prominent | 
He is a member of Cameron Lodge, | 


No. 17, Free and Accepted Masons; Orient | 


Chapter, No. 6, Royal Arch Masons, at Fair- 
mont; and DeMolay Commandery, No. 11, 


the family, died in early girlhood; and Edward, 
deceased, held the commission of captain in 
the Confederate army, in which service he 
lost his life. 

James W. Corder, father, was born near 
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Philippi, the county-seat of Barbour county, | 


West Virginia, on March 23, 1823. 
always resided in Barbour county, and engaged 
in farming and grazing on an extensive scale, 


owning about fifteen hundred acres of land,a | 


part of the original homestead tract. His 
‘marriage to Mary C., a daughter of Reuben 
Bond, a farmer, of Harrison county, has re- 
sulted in the birth of five children, two sons 


and three daughters: Adolphus B; Icy A., 


He has | 


Eley ADONIRAM JUDSON McDON- 
ALD, an extensive farmer, stock-raiser, 
stock-dealer and business man, of Taylor 


| county, is a son of James and Tobiatha (Hus- 


widow of L. D. Woodford, of Barbour county; | 
Sarah I., wife of William F. Cole, a farmer, of . 


Barbour county ; 
Barbour county, and Estella, who died in 
early girlhood. 


William A., a farmer, of | 


The education of Adolphus B. Corder was | 


obtained in the common schools; 


he was | 


reared on the farm, and the pursuit of a tiller | 


of the soil has been his life vocation. 


In 1893 | 


he removed to the farm upon which he now | 


lives, containing two hundred and thirty-seven 
acres, situated in Booth’s creek district, Taylor 
county, West Virginia. In addition to the 
above farm he owns one hundred and thirty- 
seven acres, a part of the old original home- 
stead, and two hundred acres in another tract 
in Barbour county, and another farm in Booth’s 
creek district, containing two hundred and 
fourteen acres. 
much of it well timbered and underlaid with 
a good quality of coal. He is a democrat in 
politics, and has served a term of eight years 
as the president of the board of education. 

On October 25, 1882, he married Miss 
Dellia, a daughter of George W. Reynolds, a 
farmer, grazier, and stock-dealer, of Taylor 
county. To this union on June 8, 1887, was 
born one child, Odbert Earl. 





This land is all arable, and | 


ton) McDonald, and was born near Bridge- 
port, Harrison county, West Virginia, March 
23, 1827. 

From the brakes and braes of the High- 
lands of Scotland, to the United States came 
three McDonald _ brothers; 
Benjamin McDonald, was the grandfather 
of the subject of this sketch. He settled 
near Winchester, Virginia. Another located 
in the State of New York, and the other 
in Southern Virginia. Benjamin McDonald 
had learned the trade of a wagonmaker in 
his native country, but on locating in Vir- 


one of whom, 


ginia, took up agriculture. He was twice 
married; his first marriage resulted in the 


birth of two sons, Benjamin and James; to 


| his second union was born but one child, 
Gabriel. 


James McDonald, father, was born near 
Winchester in 1767 and died July 2, 1863. 
He wasa man of a better education than most 
of the young men of his day, with their 
limited advantages, possessed, and was em- 
ployed for a number of years as a teacher, 
prior to his coming to Harrison county. 
When a young man, or near the close of the 
last century, he removed to the above county 
and purchased a large tract of land on Ped- 
lar’s Run, and became an extensive and pros- 
perous farmer. He was a man of good judg- 
ment, well posted on the events of the day, as 
well as the records of the past, and as a mathe- 
matician apt and accurate. He possessed, 
in a marked degree, the confidence of his 
neighbors, who, out of deference to his good 
judgment and probity of character, frequently 


called upon him to act as abitrator in disputes 





AIGAIOIIVD TIAATAON 
. . , . > + 
A ifctid 7 ASS | 
‘® 4 
| fi Rae Wilf ms. ,f rx a 
ert i Ging +ilnsh-doot 
‘ 
I ' J ( HY * riiativr 
‘ - ’ t - d 
- i I C uJ Rey Le et) (mos 
ime » ie (sMUOD HE ia Prax 
\~ 5 “head 
ij to 2m base 2oNeig ont moi 
: ail | rs 
- ) " weit ni o aA Jt Jo 20mnni 
o sno 6; etadtowd en@tloh 9s 
Ms 7 cy..? T 
I oi enw Disb LAD af. nm oad 
a a 7 
D73H ! if Tosaye 3 fe] 
t . . r a a 
90) TEa7OnM siisy IDMiVe Won 
/ m stan J , rote on 
VG s70) 9 é ' iG id i 
lo nivsinell «imigiV msdivoc a | 
i inmoguw no lo Ssbevt of’ berms! bed | 
- ae , : be ve 4 
ti j fy ID] Oo Fut ‘TUMYOD vie if 
, i ‘ : Jt ’ pil 1Oog t Mire 
, : afoes - . i thaisdnt 
\ ni xt} SO68i Je fi , bowiam 
, 
ot nel Oak ino. ,en0% owl to Ainid 
is , My Sie lie ‘ sa 
hblide sno tud mod noiay brood evil ¢ 
L*9i uw 
! 
' oe ‘ce 
FSO 4 ose vy eh oe Jiit | 
a i 
¢ * s ¥ + ‘ ait ; 
{ > whut Dotto OU 1 1stes ni 
. - ~S 4 
leo ii noiesub ons & eevwon 
} dw ve fd to nom pnvoy oft to 
“ , 
5 1 ™ in 
2 @6w Dns DS q goagninevbe boiiwnn 
\ 3): 6 OR ete’ yoadmun s zo! yYOR 
Vj } vet ak Gi Aim? 2 ior q 
al - t 4 oni eo ‘ some 
Sofi}. 10 Seala OA Won FO ism OY & AON yy 
PY Py 
‘ q H 7 = e Renee mrs 
nuoo sveds aft of bevome of \ouimss Jes! 
¢ o he | anes? accel c hbeecds1t hee 
_ | > DAS ' DLW Veta © WV Veith UG Lili 
r ee orn 7 
-e01¢] DNS BSVIzZhNOTKS MS Preys od bos <auA 2 Tel 
. . t a we | 
-y Hoey lo NEM & z sli sone! aworg 
ae outs 4 : i hedec 4 
tab oii lo ainsve silt no batesq llow stom 


! ti 


~srltam § 28 bas tenq ot loebi0001 ond en Low 
»bezasezng oH stmiueos bot iqs ssiziism: 
id 9c ‘ gineblin 102 oft amysbh bevism «6 ai) 
boo tidot soansisb to juo.,odw e1oddgisa 
apt 


oupST rstomtetls to — bos tnemgby{ ° 


(32 io 
duqeib noqu bollso 


ni r03@ids 26 oe 01 mid 


eo Pte — oo atygenetgaia 


jo F yenrisi s lod Art 


” (Svar 


| , 


GMA 


IADINTASOOIS + 


ye 





































teoe-yinuasd ods gg 
esd gH. .gs€1 gs dois to vinigiVe 
bogeys brs pginuos ivodiull ni bobiest ey 
gniserg bas } aa - 


- bra Jo em1d4 botbaud noxhit quods ni 
Jogru baotesinod lsnigno ‘odd Beit: 


e 4 yal -o is 


auc wads lo 


olaoe svivesdze oe no 
alt 
nsdusH le rwtrilos is 
enor ows wobitls. lo dnid ae 
oA yal poh ently cad -erstitguab: | nd 
2302 Wwodre8 to ,b peepee C.J lowebiv 
iW Yo Siw A de : se 
inves aumodiaé 
pganon UE 
boodlhi 
DAL Yo noiteoeb 
nm 
16 Yo dive, oli bee nebold i . 
noieooy sil eid nosed and lio 


ave 


xe 
lo worms «A moi aa 


nt hetb orfw listed bos 


ecw i9bi07) ff eistiqlol 


of ; elootise art 


ape 


' nomrmos 


4 


IS. 


Fos! ol 


art 


at why ni 
* ehargl Ve reo 


eEnwa od a ; 


shes oritelb Ags 2 


a) of soitibbs ol 


it bra bevbmué sno 


-sinod lsaigme bie si lo taq 2 28 
joe rotons ai tae bo baud dw bas 


e' diood ai ane rdions bas .YInsOD tHe che a 


bas boboaud owt gninisino> Aaitd b 
bre sidsw ts 2 nel e2idT 21 3B il 


iw bishsbae baw beisdmit How di 
Jso2 to yWilsup 
easy isigis 16 asi s bevise esd bar 
noitssubs to breod sd) lo insbie 
vei boinmenm od S881 (28) 12 dot 
eblonysd Wi sytoed to rotitguab 8 
sh rsT Yo aslesb-sinote bas wis: 
gaw ,X881 8 srl tio moins eit oP “a 
ual nrodbO- aca Sno 


Impomeb a et oH 


<a = 
% a 


Ries} 
i wu? | i 
" 4. Se ee 
Le ‘ P acini ie 
intdasd 
" f iTS} e@ , 
D lute ; ca) i 1 
i i =s 


OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 


69 





arising betweenthem. He was twice married. 


| 
| 


His first union was with Mary Cather,a sister | 
of John Cather, a celebrated pioneer settler of | 


near Winchester, Virginia. 
union were born six children, four of whom 
grew to maturity: 


To their marital | 


Benjamin, Barbara, Mar- | 


garet, Sarah, Jacob and Morgan, all deceased. | 


His second union was with Tobiatha, a daugh- | 


ter of Moses Huston, who at an early day | 


migrated from Pennsylvania to near Fleming- | 


ington, where he took up a large tract of six 


hundred acres of land. He was a brother of | 
a Mr. Huston, who settled near the present | 


town of Webster, in Taylor county, and who, | 


during the absence of his family from home, 
was captured by Indians. 


Huston feigned to | 


be entirely satisfied to remain with them, but | 
Gilmer county, Mr. McDonald was made 


asked that he might return and bring his 
family. After some hesitation on the part of 


the savages, they finally consented to allow 


him to bring his family. They accompanied | 
him as far as the present town of Boothsville, 
Marion county, and allowed him to proceed | 


after the family, but making good his oppor- 
tunity, he escaved from an unpleasant savage 
bondage. To the union of James and To- 
biatha (Huston) McDonald were born twelve 
children, ten of whom grew to maturity. They 
were as follows: Mary, deceased, married 
Simeon Lang, of near Bridgeport, Harrison 
county ; Moses, deceased, was a farmer of 
Taylor county ; James, deceased, was a far- 
mer on Pedlar’s Run, in Harrison county; 
Nancy, deceased, was the wife of William 


Gocdwin, of Harrison county; John, de- | 


ceased, was a farmer of Harrison county ; 
Rebecca, who married Andrew Shields, of 
Ritchie county, where she died ; Lydia, widow 
of Bailey Clevenger, of Roane county, West 
Virginia; Elizabeth, wife of John C. Cleven- 
ger, of near Fairview, Barbour county, West 








| located for two years in Barbour county. 


Virginia; Adoniram J., subject; Eliza, a resi- 
dent of Lewis county, this State. 

The old subscription schools, with their in- 
adequate facilities, was the system through 
Mr. McDonald received his educa- 
tional training. 
roof to seek his own fortune, he took up the 
pursuits of an agriculturist. In 1852 
removed to Gilmer county, West Virginia, 
1864, when he 
In 
1866 he returned to Taylor county, and 
located upon the farm where he now resides, 
in this district. Here he, in partnership 
with his son, owns a large body of land, con- 
sisting of nearly 1,000 acres in one body. 

When Calhoun county was stricken from 


which 
Upon leaving the parental 


he 


where he remained until 


commander of the state militia in this sec- 
tion, and, owing to the firm stand he took in 
defense of the Union as against secession, 
engendered the ill will of the rebel element in 
that section. 

The secession element in this part of the 


| State was strong, and it became necessary as 


a means of self-preservation for him to leave 
the county. He removed to Barbour county, 
and at the close of the war traded his farm in 
Calhoun county for a part of his present one, 
to which he has added from time to time 
until it has attained to its present proportions. 
In connection with his pursuits as a farmer, 
he is largely engaged in stock-raising and 
stock-dealing, along which lines he has been 
uniformly successful, and is regarded as one 
of the most substantial and thrifty business 
men and farmers of the county. In political 
faith and practice he is a republican, and, 
in 1864, represented Gilmer and Calhoun 
counties in the state legislature of Virginia. 
On July 5, 1863, while in the employ of the 
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United States government as superintendent 


| 


| 
| 


of the Webster and Beverly turnpike, he was | 


captured by Colonel Dunn, of Maryland, and 


held a prisoner at Hightown, Highland county, | 


Va., where he was taken sick. After he re- 
covered he was given a pass and walked back 
to Beverly, being absent twelve days. 

On January 27, 1847, he married Miss 
Elizabeth Ann, daughter of Jonah Bartlett, a 
farmer of near Simpson, this county. To this 
union have been born five children: Loverna, 
wife of Gideon C. Brohard, a farmer of Taylor 
county; Adaline, died in infancy; Henrietta, 
wife of B. F. Hoffman, a merchant of Simp- 
son, this county ; Berna Bruce, who died at the 
age of twenty-eight years; Millard Filmore, 
who is a business partner with his father. 





Ss 
RA McDONALD, an enterprising and pro- 
gressive merchant of Tyrconnell, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Humphrey 
F. and Minerva (Shields) McDonald, and was 
born near what is now known as Tyrconnell 
Mines, Taylor county, West Virginia, on 
March 9, 1864. 
He traces his ancestry to a Scotch origin. 
Benjamin McDonald, his great grandfather, 





was one of three brothers who emigrated from | 


Scotland to this country at an early day. 
For ancestry see the sketch of his uncle, A. 
J. McDonald. 

Moses McDonald, grandfather of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was born near the village 
of Tyrconnell, in what is now Taylor county, 
tion of a farmer. He served as a colonel in 
the state militia of Virginia. His marriage 
with Jane Farris resulted in the birth of two 


Humphrey F. McDonald (father) was born 
August 22, 1833, near the present location of 
the Tyrconnell mines in Taylor county, and 
died in the same locality on March 14, 1894. 


| He followed agricultural and grazing pursuits 


all his life in the vicinity of his birth, and, as 
farmer, stock-raiser and stock-dealer, was 
He 
possessed a good rudimentary education, and 


eminently successful and prosperous. 


in his early life taught school. 
He married Minerva, a daughter of Daniel 
Shields, a farmer of the county. Five chil- 


_ dren, three sons and two daughters, blessed 


_ this union: Cassius C., Marietta, deceased ; 


_ Alcinda Hunt. 
_ born three children: Guy, a farmer of Tay- 


| cantile pursuits at Tyrconnell. 


| a good substantial business. 
West Virginia, where he followed the avoca- | 


Homer S., deceased; Ira, subject ; and Miranda 
A., wife of William Hickman, of near Cherry 


_ Camp, Harrison county, West Virginia. 


Mrs. Minerva (Shields) Hickman died, and 
Mr. McDonald married, as his second wife, 
To the latter union were 


lor county; LaRue S., attending school; and 
Hannah J., at home. 

Ira McDonald received a good elementary 
education in the public schools of his county, 
and then entered the Fairmont state normal 
After 
eaving school he taught five terms in the 
He then took 
up farming on the home farm, and was thus 
engaged until 1894, when he went into mer- 


school at Fairmont, West Virginia. 


schools of his native county. 


He carries a 
large stock of general merchandise and does 
Fraternally he 
is a member of American Lodge, No. 76, 
I. O. O. F., of which lodge he is a past grand; 
Tyrconnell Encampment, No. 45,1.0.0.F, 
and of Lodge No. 110, Jr.O.U. A.M. He 


children: Humphrey F. (father); and James | is a republican in political adherence, and a 


F., who is a farmer of Calhoun county, West 
Virginia. 





| 


member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
On December 18, 1889, he married Emma, a 
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daughter of William J. Morrow, of near Tyr- 
Two children, Goff and Minnie, 


bless this union. 
————S. 


connell. 





“ssa CARR, machinist and foundryman, 

of Grafton, West Virginia, is a son of 
Bernard and Mary (Crowley) Carr, and was 
born March 17, 1829, in Liverpool, England. 
Excepting one brother, Robert Carr, who was 
a ship-carpenter, the subject of this sketch is 
the only one of the family that ever came to 
America. 

At the age of ten years his youthful mind 
was fired with the idea of coming to the 
United States, so he ran away from home 
and concealed himself on the British ship 


| 


“ Scotia,” bound for the port of Baltimore. | 


Being discovered on the vessel he was brought 


to the attention of the captain, who recognized 


him as a boy of spirit, and induced him to | 


sign articles of agreement by which he entered 
into the service of the ship. He remained in 
this service three years, crossing the ocean 


nineteen times. 


He married Martha Elizabeth Jones. To 
this marriage have been born ten children: 
Susie, died young; Emma J., deceased; Robert 
James, deceased; Mary Katherine, deceased ; 
Maggie, deceased; Millard Filmore, a ma- 
chinist; Marian, deceased; Martha, deceased ; 
John, a machinist and foundryman, and 


Charles H. 





S 





Ly EARL WARD, a prominent liveryman 
°* of Grafton, Taylor county, West Vir- 
ginia, and a descendant, on the paternal side 
of the family, of old Revolutionary stock, is 
a son of George W. and Maria (Earl) Ward, 
and was born May 30, 1843, in Randolph 
county, Virginia (now West Virginia). 
Captain Levi Ward (grandfather) was born 
in Randolph county, some time near the mid- 
dle of the eighteenth century. He entered 
the Revolutionary War, and for gallant service 


was promoted to the rank of captain. He re- 


_ turned after the war to his Randolph county 
_ home, where he died. 


He then indentured himself | 


to learn the trade of a machinist, serving a. 


period of seven years. 
trade as journeyman in Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, and other places, and in 1854 came to 
Grafton and entered the employ of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad company, in which 
employ he remained twelve years. In 1866 
he established a machine and foundry busi- 


ness on his own account, and has continued to | 


operate it to the present time. At the time 


he founded the business this section of the | 


State was filled with steam saw-mills, which 
gave a large amount of work to the trade. 

Politically, Mr. Carr is a republican, but 
never sought nor held office. Fraternally, he 
is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 


He then followed his | 





George W. Ward (father) was also born in 
Randolph county, in 1813, and lived in that 
county until 1865, when he removed to Graf- 
ton, Taylor county, where he died, in 1880. 
He built and—in connection with his son, L. 
Earl—operated what is known as the Ward 
House, at Grafton, until his death. 

L. Earl Ward has been prominent in the 
public business of Grafton, ever since his 
advent into the town, in 1865. He was con- 
nected with his father in the building and 
management of the Ward House until his 
father’s death in 1880, when he became thie 
He 
has a large stable, well equipped, with a num- 
ber of fine horses and handsome turnouts, and 


pioneer in the livery business in Grafton. 


has built up a large and remunerative business. 
In addition to his flourishing livery business, 
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he owns a good farm in the county of Taylor, 


to the management of which he gives some | 


attention. 
federate States of America in the late Civil 
War, in 1863, serving in the Eighteenth regi- 


He entered the service of the Con- | 


ment, company “A,” until the close of the | 


war, and took part in a number of hotly-con- | 


tested battles, and was wounded in the ankle 
at the battle of Harrisonburg. 

Mr. Ward and Mary, daughter of John J. 
Hamilton, were united in marriage. Their 
union has been blessed in the birth of five 
children: Earl, Clark, Ada, John and Balies. 


———————s —__——- 


EORGE W. KERN, wagon-maker at | 


Pruntytown, anda gentleman who stands | 


high in political and fraternal circles, is a son 


of Michael C. and Julia A. (Warder) Kern, | 


and was born May 30, 1842, in Pruntytown, 


Taylor county, West Virginia, then Virginia. | 
In 1745, seeking their fortune in the New | 
World, three brothers, John, James and Jacob | 


Kern, being the youngest of a large family, 
left Prussia, in Germany, for the United States. 
They first located in the state of New Jersey, 


thence they came to Western Pennsylvania, | 
where their careers began to assume an inde- | 


pendent course. One wentto Kentucky; one 


remained in Western Pennsylvania, and the | 


other, James, came to what is now West Vir- 
ginia. He was the great-grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch, and settled in the vicin- 
ity of Morgantown, where he died. Two of 
these brothers served in the Revolutionary 
War. 

His grandfather, Kern, was born near Mor- 
gantown, where he grew to maturity and mar- 
ried a lady of the name of McVicker, a relative 
of a large and prominent McVicker family of 
Morgantown and vicinity. Three sons and 





one daughter were the issue of this marriage 
union: Eliza, who married a Mr. Weaver and 
now lives in Evansville, Preston county, over 
ninety years of age; James, Michael and Jacob, 
ali deceased, but all lived to a good ripe old 
age, the family being noted for the longevity 
of its members. 

Michael C. Kern, father, was born near 
Morgantown, November 12, 1818, and died 
September 1, 1892. He learned the trade of 
a wagon and carriage-maker in Morgantown, 
in 1839, when he removed to Pruntytown, 
this county, and remained there until 1870, 
when he removed to Fetterman, where he 
died. He was religiously a member of the 
Methodist Protestant church and politically a 
whig, up to the disruption of that party, when 
he became an adherent of the republican party. 
On February 2, 1841, he married Julia, a 
daughter of Noah Warder, a farmer of near 
Pruntytown, and a soldier in the War of 1812, 
and died at the age of eighty-seven years. 
To this marital union were born six children, 
four daughters and two sons: George W., 
subject ; Clark, deceased in childhood ; Eunice; 
Sarah M., wife of J. M. McWilliams, of Zanes- 
ville, Ohio; Noah W., of Reedville, Preston 
county; Mary Ida, and Hattie L. 

Mrs. Kern was born February 19, 1823, and 
died January 24, 1857, and Mr. Kern married 
a second time, on April 25, 1858, Miss Lyda 


| Ford, and three children were born to the lat- 


ter marriage: Ella, George Willey and Harry 
M. Mrs. Lyda Ford Kern died in 1864, and 


| he married as his last wife Ellen Wheeler. 


Mr. Kern was educated in the public schools 
of Pruntytown. He entered the service of 
the United States army as a clerk in the 
quartermaster’s department, serving first at 
Webster and Grafton and then throughout 


the valley of Virginia. He was with Pope at 
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ae ene , ouang 
Alexandria, where he was first clerk of and | he worked asa locksmith and machinist in 


often superintendent of the department. 

After Mr. Kern returned from the service, 
he finished his trade, that of wagon-maker, and 
with the exception of three years in Barbour 
county, has followed it ever since at Prunty- 
town. 


| the Baltimore and Ohio car and locomotive 


shops until 1871. In that year he opened up 
a large hardware establishment, and, in a few 
years, associated his two sons, Philip and 


Henry, with him, under the present firm-title 


| of J. George Preiss and Sons. 


Politically he is a republican and served as | 


census enumerator in 1880 and 1890, has been 
a member and secretary of the board of edu- 
cation three terms, and in the autumn of 1890 
was elected assessor for the west district of 


Taylor county. He isa member of Grafton | 
Lodge, No. 15, A. F.and A. M., Taylor Lodge, | 
No. 23, I. O. O. F., of which he is a past | 


grand, and has twice represented the lodge as 
a delegate to the Grand Lodge. 


————— Oo 


GEORGE PREISS, of old-world birth 
* and new-world residence, and the senior 
member of the prosperous hardware firm of J. 
George Preiss and Sons, is a son of John M. 
and Mary E. Preiss, and was born in the city 
of Nuremberg, kingdom of Bavaria, Germany, 
June 25, 1828. He was reared and educated 


in his native city. At fourteen years of age 


he commenced the seven years apprenticeship | 


to the trade of locksmith, which he completed 
when in his twenty-first year. He worked two 
years at his native place, then spent eighteen 
months at the city of Munich, and returned to 


Nuremberg, where he was steadily employed | 
In that year he embarked for the | 


until 1853. 
new world, and bade adieu to Nuremberg. 
Landing at Baltimore, Mr. Preiss was em- 
ployed for eight months as a machinist in R. 
Winans’ celebrated locomotive works, and then 
opened alocksmith shop, which he conducted 
very successfully for two years. 
of that time, in 1857, he came to Grafton, where 


At the end | 





On February 26, 1854, Mr. Preiss was mar- 
ried, and he is the father of ten children: 
Sophia, Emma E., George, Mary E., Philip, 
Henry, Edward F., William O., Matthew and 
Nettie P. Of these children, Sophia is the 
wife of Albert C. Holey, a traveling salesman 
of Grafton; George is dead; Philip and Henry 
are partners in business with their father ; and 
Nettie P., the youngest, is taking a musical 
course at the Peabody institute of Baltimore. 

J. George Preiss is a republican, and a 
Lutheran, having served for several years as a 
deacon in his church. 
thrifty and honorable business man, who, by 


He is an economical 
’ 


years of patient, persevering toil, has won him- 
self position and a competency. Thorough- 
ness has been an element in his work that has 
always recommended it higher than any recom- 
mendation of words could possibly do. His 
success, While not of the dazzling character 
sought by many, yet is of that substantial kind 
that gives solid prosperity to any community. 

He is avery skillful workman, and his estab- 
lishment is neat, orderly and tastily arranged 
from its large, fine glass front back to the most 
remote counter or shelf. His sons, Henry and 
Philip Preiss, learned theirtrade with their fath- 
er, and are fine workmen and courteous gentle- 
men. They make specialties of tin-roofing and 
spouting, and carry a very fine assortment of 
general and builders’ hardware. J. George 
Preiss is an exemplification of the trade-thor- 
oughness of a man of mechanical ability who 
has served that long-term apprenticeship—so 
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neglected in this country—which truly insures 





> 





a first-class workman and first-class work. 

H LYDA HENRY, M. D., of Grafton, a 
* young and progressive physician of 

northern West Virginia, 

known for ability, skill and success, is a 


who is” well 


| 
| 
| 


son of Alexander H. and Drusilla (Chi- | 
dester) Henry, and was born at Booths- | 


ville, Marion county, West Virginia, October | 


20, 1864. Alexander Henry, the grandfather 


of Dr. Henry, was of English -descent, and | 
passed his life in the vicinity of Morgantown, | 


Monongalia county, at which town he was 
born in 1799. He was an extensive farmer 
and stock-dealer, and died in 1874. Hewasa 


strong Methodist, and an old-line whig and | 


stalwart republican in politics. He married 
Elizabeth Murphy, and to their union were 
born five sons and nine daughters. One 
of these sons, Alexander H. Henry, is the 
father of Dr. Henry, and was born near 
Morgantown in 1832. 
removed to Boothsville, county, 
where he has resided ever since, and been 


In early life he 
Marion 


mainly engaged in the saddlery business. 
For a short time he conducted a general 
mercantile establishment at Meadland, Tay- 
lor county, and then disposed of it in order 
to give full time to the demands of his 


business affairs at Boothsville, where he 


served as postmaster under President Harri- | 


son’s administration. 
can and a strong Methodist, and married 


He is a stanch republi- | 


Drusilla Chidester, who passed away in 1883, | 


at the age of forty-three years. 
was blessed with four children, two sons and 
two daughters. 

H. Lyda Henry received his education in 
the last of the old subscription and the first 


Their union | 





| well-known medical 


of the free schools of Marion county, and 
Rector college of Pruntytown, Taylor county. 
Leaving college he taught three terms in the 
public schools and then served as a clerk for 
his father and uncle until 1884, in which year 
he commenced the study of medicine with Dr. 
Blair, of Johnstown, Cambria county. Com- 
pleting his office-course of reading, he went to 
Baltimore, Maryland, where he attended the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, during 
1885-86, and the Baltimore University, during 
1886-87, graduating from the latter medical 
institution in the class of 1887. Immediately 
upon graduation he received the appointment 
of resident physician in the Baltimore Univer- 
sity, and at the end of that period commenced 
practicing in the city of Baltimore, where he 
continued for six months. He then returned 
to the Baltimore University, and took, during 
1888-89, the post-graduate course of that 
institution. Leaving 
Baltimore in 1889, he located at Shinnston, 
Harrison county, where he was in active 
practice until December 25, 1891, when he 
came to Grafton, where he has built up an 
excellent practice. 

On October 16, 1887, Dr. Henry married 
Matilda Vought, who was a daughter of 
Werner Vought, of Baltimore, and died in 
1891, leaving one child, a daughter named 
Josephine D. After Mrs. Henry’s death, Dr. 
Henry married again, wedding on September 
10, 1891, Clara Hoskins, a daughter of Elsie 
Hoskins. 
two children, a son and a daughter. 


By his second marriage he has 


Dr. Henry is a republican in politics, and a 
charter member of Rathbone Lodge, No. 52, 
Knights of Pythias, of Shinnston. He isa 
member of the Baltimore Medical and Surgical 
society. Dr. H. Lyda Henry is a close stud- 
ent and well read in everything that pertains 
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to his profession. Believing in thorough prep- | 


aration as anecessary qualification for practice, 
he made his studies wide and comprehensive 
and supplemented it by valuable college prac- 
tice, where he had an opportunity to carefully 
examine many complicated cases and watch the 
results of their treatment by the best methods 
Thus 
splendidly equipped to battle with disease upon 
the very threshold of his profession for which 
he is specially fitted by natural ability and apt- 
itude, it is but natural 


been his meed. 
ven eS Se 


of leading physicians of the land. 


that success has 


| 





By the early death of his father, Robert M. 
Sheats was deprived of many educational 
privileges, yet secured a good practical busi- 
ness education, which he afterwards largely 
Fife 
worked for thirteen months on a farm, while 


supplemented by reading and self-study. 


but a mere boy, and then drove a team for his 


_ brother, who was in the lime business at Har- 


| oad M. SHEATS, who, as superin- | 
tendent of the western division of the | 
main line of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, ! 
and its different branches, has had successful | 


control for five years over one-third of the | 


whole number of miles of railway in the State 
of West Virginia, is deservedly a man of 
prominence and mark among the leading 
division railway superintendents of the United 
States. He is a son of John and Mary A. 


county, Pennsylvania, March 10, 1843. His 


paternal grandfather, John Sheats, was of | 
German stock. His father, John Sheats, was | 


risburg, Pennsylvania. From teaming he went 
to working ona railroad contract which his 
brother-in-law had taken, and was thus en- 
gaged when the dark cloud of war rolled up 
along the Atlantic shore in 1861. He was 
among the first to respond to the call to arms 
made by the government, and enlisted on 
September 22, 1861, in company “ F,” Forty- 
seventh Pennsylvania infantry, in which he 
served three years and twenty-nine days, being 
honorably discharged from the Federal service 


| at Berryville, Virginia, on October 15, 1864. 





a native of Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, | 
but died at Harrisburg, the capital of that | 
state, February 14, 1851, when in the sixtieth | 


year of his age. He was a farmer by occupa- 


tion, possessed many of the excellent traits for 


and married Mary A. McNease, a daughter of 


He bore his part in all the long marches, severe 
privations and hard engagements of his regi- 
ment, and was severely wounded by a gun- 


| shot in his right shoulder at the battle of Sa- 
(McNease) Sheats, and was born in Perry | 


bine Cross Roads, Louisiana, which was 
fought on April 8, 1864. Returning from the 
service, Mr. Sheats opened a grocery store in 
Allegheny city, Pennsylvania, which he con- 
ducted for two years. Not feeling especially 
inclined towards mercantile pursuits, he dis- 
posed of his grocery establishment and stock 


of goods, and sought for a life pursuit in a dif- 


| ferent field, where his ability and energies 
which his independent German race was noted, | 


Andrew McNease, of Scotland. Their family | 
consisted of three children, two sons and one | 
daughter : John, a car clerk at Grafton; Rob- 


ert M.; and America, the wife of Samuel | 


Davis, a resident of Port Oram, Morris county, 
New Jersey. 


would have opportunity for full development. 
The great railway system of the country had 
attracted his attention, and looking upon it in 
its entirety as a single force of mighty energy 
whose tireless pulses beat to every town and 
city, from the wave-washed shores of the 
stormy Atlantic to the gentle undulations of 
the far-off peaceful Pacific, he resolved to 
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seek for a position in its service. He com- 
menced as a brakeman on the Cleveland and 
Pittsburg railroad, and in three years had so 


well mastered the duties of his position, and 


| 
| 
| 


evinced such an intelligent knowledge oftrain | 


service, that he was made yard-master at the 
Pittsburg terminus of the road. A year later 
he saw better future opportunities elsewhere 
than his own road would afford ‘him, and en- 
tered the service of the Allegheny Valley 
railroad, where he served in every capacity 


from brakeman up to train dispatcher. At 


the end of ten years, in 1881, he left the last- | 


named company to take charge of the Balti- 


more and Ohio yards at Pittsburg, where the | 


Baltimore and Ohio and the Pittsburg and 
Western roads of that great system formed a 
junction. He held that important position 
for four years, then was made train-master of 
the Lake division of the Pittsburg and West- 
ern branch, and on June 15, 1889, was trans- 
ferred to Cumberland, Maryland, where he 
served as general agent until September 1g, 
1890, when he was made superintendent of the 
_ western division of the main line of the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad, with headquarters at 
Grafton. His superintendency extends over 
the third, fourth and fifth divisions of the 
western division proper of the main line, and 
the Belington branch, aggregating in all four 
hundred and eighteen miles of road, that 
would stretch in a single track across the 
States of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and 
West Virginia, from the Atlantic ocean to the 
Ohio river. 

On June 15, 1873, Mr. Sheats was united in 
marriage with Susan A. Baker, daughter of 
O. Baker, of Centre county, Pennsylvania. 
Their children are: Irene, Norah B., Mary M. 
and America. 

Robert M. Sheats is and always has been a 





republican in politics, and while residing in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, served two terms asa 
member of the city council. He is a member 
of Lodge No. 51, Ancient Order of United 
Mr. 


Sheats is pre-eminently a business man, of 


Workmen, of Clarion, Pennsylvania. 


large business capacity, excellent judgment 


| and wide experience; heis finely equipped for 


the management of transportation and travel 
on one of the greatest lines of commerce, 
that, with connections, span the continent 
from ocean to ocean. 

When he assumed his present position he 
found a field with many unseen possibilities 
and plenty of hard work. That he has made 
the most of these possibilities is attested by 
his present success, and that he has worked 
hard to perfectly systematize and highly im- 
prove the management of his division, stands 
recorded in the many severe struggles through 
which he has passed to victory. 


pecan at — pe SAND £Y 


R. CHARLES ARTHUR SINSEL.—The 
medical profession is one of the most 
important professions of the worid, and in the 
history of medical practitioners as a craft, it 
is a matter of record that many of them are 
specially qualified, entertain an enthusiastic 
love for their noble calling, and are eminently 
successful. Of this worthy class of physicians 
is Dr. Charles Arthur Sinsel, of Grafton, 
Taylor county, West Virginia. He isa son 
of Arthur and Hannah B. (See) Sinsel, and 
was born June 5, 1864, in Pruntytown, Taylor 
The family is of 
German ancestry, the first one to come to this 


county, West Virginia. 


country came with that body of Hessians who 
served under the flag of Great Britain in the 
Revolutionary War. The family was among 


the early pioneer families of what is now 
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Taylor:county, the grandfather, John Sinsel, 
having been born near Pruntytown in that 
county, and lived there all his life. 

On this old homestead of the Sinsels Arthur 
Sinsel, father, was born in 1837. 
the trade of a carpenter, in which trade he 
soon developed considerable genius, and was 
employed by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
company as a bridge carpenter and builder, 
and by a faithful application to every duty 


and the exemplification of more than ordinary | 


skill he won one promotion after another, 


until he became a supervisor, a position he | 


held at the time of his death in 1889. He 
was killed by being struck by an engine in 
the yard at Wheeling, West Virginia. 

He held the office of lieutenant in the Vir- 


ginia State militia prior to the breaking out of | 


the Civil War. 
count of his skill as a railroad man, he was 


When that crisis arose, on ac- 
transferred to that service. In political faith 
he was a republican by inheritance, his ances- 
tors having been ardent adherents of the old 
whig party. As a party worker he was promi- 
nent and influential, frequently serving on 
county, congressional, and state committees. 
At the time of his death he had every en- 
couragement, and the endorsement of such 
influential men as Blaine and Harrison for the 
office of government architect. 
of thirteen he was a member and a consistent 
and devoted worker in the Baptist church, of 
which he was a deacon. He was a charter 
member of the relief feature of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad, and was a member of its 
board of management from 1880 until his 
death. In Masonic circles he stood high, 
being a thirty-third degree Scottish Rite 


Mason. The public schools found in hima 


very hearty and active friend, and as a mem- | 


ber of the Grafton school board he did much 


From the age | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


He learned | 





toward bringing the schools of that town up 
to their present standard of excellence. 

Dr. Sinsel spent two years in the University 
of West Virginia at Morgantown, and then 
for two years still further broadened his mind 
by study in Dennison University at Granville, 
Ohio. Having obtained a good classical educa- 
tion he entered the medical department of the 
University of Maryland at Baltimore, from 
which he graduated in November, 1888. He 
at once took charge of the western division of 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad as medical 
examiner. He had charge of that division 
until his father’s death, when he was transferred 
to Grafton and put in charge of the following 


| parts of the Parkersburg and Wheeling divi- 


sion: The lines extending from Grafton to 
Parkersburg, Grafton to Belington and Grafton 
to Morgantown. Dr. Sinsel stands deservedly 
high in fraternal circles; he is a member of 
Grafton Lodge, No. 15, Free and Accepted 
Masons, Copestone Chapter, No. 12, R. A. 


| M., DeMolay Commandery, No. 11, K. T., 
| and Osiris Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 


Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Wheeling, . 
also to Grafton Lodge, No. 31,1. O. O. F., 
and the Shield of Honor, of which he is the 
examiner. He is an active member of the 
Baptist church, being assistant superintendent 
of its Sabbath-school. 

He was chairman of the committee that is 
building for the Odd Fellows their business 
block in Grafton, one of the finest business 
blocks in the state of West Virginia. 

On April 4, 1889, Dr. Sinsel and Lila B. 
Crul, daughter of William Crul, were happily 


united in marriage. To them two children, 


| Charles A. and Lila C., have been born. 
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ILLIAM WATKINS was born in south | 
Wales, Great Britain, about forty-six | 
years ago. His early life was spentin Miners- | 


ville, Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, where 
he received such educational advantages as 


the common schools afforded, and afterward | 


graduated from Dickinson Seminary, at Wil- 
liamsport, Pennsylvania. 

On September 20, 1876, he married Miss 
Grace M. Deppen, of Lebanon county, Penn- 
sylvania, and located in Grafton the same 
year, where he died March 12, 1892. His 


wife and four children survive him—three | 


girls and one boy. Mr. Watkins filled many 
positions of honor and trust. He served as 
a member of the County Court of Taylor 
county from 1885 to 1891, the last three years 
as president of the court. 
times mayor of the town, and the following 
is a partial list of the positions he held at the 
time of his death: President of the Merchants’ 


and Mechanics’ Savings Bank; president of 


the Grafton Building and Loan association; | 


president of the Grafton Creamery company ; 
president of the board of education of West 
Grafton ; vice-president of the Belington Coal 
and Coke company; superintendent of the 
Pump factory ; superintendent of the Presby- 


terian Sabbath-school, and elder of the Pres- | 
byterian church. To say that the vacancy | 
made by his death will not be soon filled, | 


that Grafton has lost one of her noblest citi- 
zens, is stating the truth but mildly. No 


honorable enterprise for the welfare and ad- | 


vancement of our community ever sought 
him in vain; no moral question ever found 
him lukewarm or indifferent; no distressed 
heart or suffering body ever found him un- 
willing to assist. Moral courage was a part 
of his very nature, and he religiously obeyed 


He was several | 





the judgments of his own mind and the dic- | 


tates of his own conscience in a way that 
portrayed self-confidence in the uprightness 
of his intentions, and won the admiration of 


friend and foe. Duty was the prevailing 


| principle of his conscience, while truth, hon- 


esty and justice were deeply impressed upon 
his mind. As a friend he was true, as a hus- 
band he was affectionate, as a father he was 
firm but gentle and kind. He will be missed, 
missed by his loving family, to which he was 
so devoted; missed by his many employés, 
to whom he was always so kind and ever 
ready to assist; missed by the church, in 
which he was such a power; missed by the 
Sabbath-school, which he guided for ten 
years; missed by the masses, among whom 
he walked in the fear of God. To say that 
he made no enemies would be to disparage 
the very traits of character that made him a 
noble man. The man who tries to live up- 
rightly and do his duty in this world will 
incur some displeasure. (The above is taken 
from the Grafton Leader.) — : 


——_——<_o—___— 


yo MORGAN, the efficient, cour- 


teous, and accommodating cashier 


| of the Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Savings 


Bank, of Grafton, is a son of John R. and 
Louisa (Bainbridge) Morgan, and was born at 
Boothsville, Taylor county, West Virginia, 
November 25, 1866. He is a descendant of 
the famous Morgan family, of Revolutionary 
and Indian fame, and whose full history is 
given in the history of that distinguished fam- 
ily which appears elsewhere in this volume. 
His father, John R. Morgan, was born Novem- 
ber I1, 1826, in Winfield district, Marion 
county, West Virginia, and learned the trade 
of miller, which he has followed to a great 


extent through life. He has always been a 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 





resident of this State, except a short time spent 
in Ohio, and now resides in Grant district, Mar- 


ion county. Mr. Morgan enlisted a in com- | 
pany of state militia that was raised at Booths- | 
ville to protect the county from Confederate © 
raids. He servedas lieutenant of the company | 
until it was disbanded. He afterwards, on | 
March 5, 1865, enlisted in company “O,” Sixth 
West Virginia infantry, and served until June | 
Io, 1865, when he was honorably discharged 
from the Federal service. He 
respected citizen of his district, and wedded, 
on August 30, 1849, Louisa Bainbridge, a 
daughter of David Bainbridge, of Palatine, | 
Marion county. To their union were born | 


is a well- | 





seven children, of whom six are living. 
William Morgan grewto manhood in Marion 
county, and received his education in the Fair- 
mont State Normal school, of West Virginia. 
He obtained his 
efforts, serving as janitor in the First National 
Bank, of Fairmont, and thus securing the 
necessary means to defray his educational 
expenses. After leaving the Normal School 
he became a clerk in the bank where he had 


education by his own 


previously served as janitor, and in a short 
time accepted a position in the old Farmers’ 
bank, of Fairmont, where, as teller, he did the 
necessary work by which that bank was reor- | 
ganized as the People’s bank, of Fairmont. | 
He then, in 1891, came to Grafton, where he | 
helped to organize, on July 14th, of that year, © 
the Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Savings bank, | 
of Grafton, in which he has served as cashier | 
ever since. This bank was organized with a 
capital stock of $50,000, and its officers are: 
Hugh Evans, president ; Hon. S. H. Gramm, | 
vice-president ; and William Morgan, cashier. | 
William Morgan is an example of what a_ 


young man can accomplish early in life by his | 
own exertions, when he treads in the path of | 
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honesty and honor. He is well qualified for 
his present responsible and important position 
by natural ability, valuable experience, and a 
natural aptitude for financial pursuits. He is 
a republican in politics. 

On November 7, 1889, Mr. Morgan was 
united in marriage with Virginia R. Scott, a 
daughter of Charles Scott, of Fairmont, and 
their union has been blessed with one child, a 
son, William Morgan, Jr.. who was born 


December 19, 1892. 





——_ 


LIVER PERRY STROH, one of the pro- 
gressive and successful business men of 
Grafton, is now largely engaged in the lum- 
ber, coal and ice trade, and has been a heavy 
shipper of timber to Liverpool, England, for 
several years. He is a son of Samuel and 
Eliza (Haus) Stroh, and was born at Danville, 
Montour county, Pennsylvania, December 4, 
1847. The Strohs, as the name would indi- 
cate, are of German origin, and Samuel Stroh 
was born in Northumberland county, Penn- 
sylvania, in January, 1821. In early life he 
went with his father to New York, but soon 
returned to his native state, and later settled 
at Danville, where he soon abandoned his 
trade of carpenter and engaged in millwright- 
ing and in fitting up and putting in furnace 
machinery. He fitted up and placed in posi- 
tion the machinery of the Danville furnace, 
and in 1866 was employed by the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad company to fit up and place in 
position the machinery and rolls of their 
plant at Reading, Pennsylvania, which he 
served as manager until his death, in Novem- 
ber, 1872. 
member of the Lutheran church. 


He was a prominent and active 
Mr. Stroh 
wedded Eliza Haus, who now resides at Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, being in the seventy-fifth 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





year of her age. Their family consisted of 
seven children, three sons and four daughters. 
Oliver P. Stroh was reared at his native 


place, and received his education in the Dan- 


ville public schools and Danville academy. | 
Leaving school he learned the trade of | 


machinist, and at twenty years of age went to © 


work inthe Reading locomotive shops, where 


three years later he was given charge of | 


the punching and straightening press, a posi- 
tion which he held for five years. Leaving 
the locomotive works he was in the flour, feed 


and coal business at Reading for four years, 


and then became a partner with his father-in- | 


law, Benville F. Schrock, in the manufacture 
and wholesaling of oak timber in Berks and 
This firm 
dissolved upon the death of Mr. Schrock in 
1880. Mr. Stroh continued then by himself 
in the same line of business until May, 1881, 


Lancaster counties, Pennsylvania. 


when he came to Grafton as a more favorable 
site for the extensive operations which he has 
since carried on in manufacturing and whole- 
saling oak lumber. He operates two portable 
saw mills on the Tygart’s valley river, in Bar- 
bour and Upshur counties, employing a regular 
force of from twenty to twenty-four men, and 
furnishing lumber to car-building firms, and 
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad company. 
Since 1890 he has exported large quantities 
of oak lumber direct to Bristol and Liverpool, 
where it is in good demand on account of 
fine quality. In 1890 Mr. Stroh and R. W. 
Kennedy formed a partnership, and since that 
time have actively engaged in the manufacture 
of cigar-box lumber and cigar shooks. 


the Tygart Valley Ice company, when it was 
put up at sheriff’s sale in December, 1892, 
and organized the Grafton Ice company, 
which, under Mr. Stroh’s management, has 


He | 
and Mr. Kennedy also purchased the plant of | 





been successful. Mr. Stroh isastrong repub- 
lican, and for sixteen years has been an active 
member of the Lutheran church, in which he 
is an elder and a member and the secretary of 
the council. He is prominent in Masonry, 
and holds membership in St. John’s Lodge, 
No. 435, Free and Accepted Masons of 
Reading, Pennsylvania; Chapter, No. 152, 
Royal Arch Masons, and De Molay Com- 
mandery, No. 11, Knights Templar of Graf- 
ton. Mr. Stroh is a plain and unassuming 
man, but possesses energy and decision, and 
while not obtruding himself on the public, 
yet protects his own rights and cannot be 
swayed by force or deceived by flattery. 
Practical and direct in business, yet pleasant 
and sociable when at leisure, he is one who 
believes that each hour only has one duty, and 
that, its own. 

On November to, 1878, Mr. Stroh wedded 
Sallie A. Schrock, of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
and to their union have been born two chil- 


dren: Florence May and Helen R. 


———<$—<— 


Ae LEMUEL EDWIN DAVIDSON, 

ex-member of the West Virginia legis- 
lature, isa son of John and Nancy (Powell) 
Davidson, and was born near Pruntytown, 
West Virginia (then Virginia), October 26, 
1822. 

The Davidson family, so numerous in Tay- 
lor county, and of which Lemuel Edwin is a 
member, is of Scotch-Irish ancestry. The 
founder of the family in the United States was 
Alexander Davidson, great-grandfather, and a 
son of William Davidson, of Woodstown, 
Scotland. In 1729, at the age of twenty-one 
years, seeking that liberty and freedom for 
which that race has ever been proverbial, 
Alexander Davidson entered into a compact 
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or agreement with Captain James Stratton, of 
the ship “ Mary of Montrose,” in which he 
was to be brought to America in considera- 
tion of five years’ service to be rendered him 


(Stratton) or whomsoever he might designate. | 


His services as such were sold to Garrett Van | 


Sant, of Philadelphia, on June 20, 1729, for 
the sum of fifteen pounds and ten shillings. 


After faithfully serving the time agreed and | 


honorably securing his freedom, he settled on 
Raritan river, New Jersey, where he married 
an Irish lady, and they became the parents of 
three children, two sons and one daughter; 


the sons were John and William. John was | 


the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
and remained in New Jersey until after his 
marriage, when he migrated to Westernport, 
Maryland, where he resided one year, and 
then came to the vicinity of Pruntytown, this 
county, where he purchased four hundred 
acres of land, to the improvement and cultiva- 
tion of which he gave the remainder of his 
days, dying in 1850, at the age of eighty-six 
years. He was married to Miss Sallie LaRue, 
a French lady, and their union resulted in the 
birth of six children: Alexander, Margaret, 
John (father), Mary, William, who was a 
divine in the Baptist church, and Sarah. 

Rev. John Davidson, father, was born near 
Pruntytown, July 25, 1800, and died April 12, 
1854. He owned a farm near Pruntytown, to 
the cultivation of which he gave some atten- 
tion; but the most active and vigorous efforts of 
his life were exerted in the field of his Divine 
Master. Early in life he became a member 
of the Baptist church and entered upon the 
ministry of that church. The advantages for 
securing educational training in his boyhood 
days were very limited indeed, as there were 
no schools but those taught under the sub- 
scription system, with very inefficient teachers 

3—6 








and short terms. He, however, obtained the 
rudiments of an education by attending these 
schools and by diligent study and application, 
later in life acquired a fairly liberal education, 
and was an eloquent, logical and forcible 
speaker. His ministerial labors extended over 
a large scope of country ; among the counties 
included in his field of labor were Barbour, 
Taylor, Harrison, Doddridge and Upshur. 

He married Nancy Powell, a daughter of 
Henry Powell, and their union resulted in the 
birth of four sons and four daughters that 
grew to maturity: Lemuel E., subject; Caro- 
line M., widow of Elijah H. Sinsle, of near 
Webster, this county; Sarah S., widow of 
James P. Fenton, of Grafton, West Virginia ; 
Henry P., a merchant and hotel-keeper, of 
Flemington, this county; Virginia, deceased, 
was the wife of James J. Warren, of this 
county ; Francisca, deceased, was the wife of 
J. M. Jeffries, of Preston county; Curtis, 
whose sketch follows, and Claudius, sheriff of 
Taylor county, whose sketch follows. 

Lemuel E. Davidson was educated in the 
subscription schools and in Rector college, at 
Pruntytown. He was reared upon the farm 
and remained upon it until twenty-two years 
of age, when he learned the trade of carpenter, 
and followed it until his marriage, when he 


took to farming, pursuing it on a rather ex- 


_ tended scale in his early days, and for a few 


years pursued merchandizing in Doddridge 
county. 

Mr. Davidson has lived through a period in 
the history of the country that has witnessed 
the formation, rise, progress and disintegra- 
His earliest 
when 


tion of many political parties. 
political recollections were of 1840, 
the principles of the whig party were pro- 
claimed with much fervor from the stump 
and discussed in every school-house and 
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throughout the land. His youthful judgment | 
led him to believe that the principles of that | 
party were the ones along which the prosperity 
and progress of the Nation were to be wrought 
out. He, therefore, cast his first vote with | 


the whigs and continued to vote with that | 


party until its disintegration and the birth of | 
the republican party, when he espoused the 
cause of the new party and has always been 
He was 


active in his support of the same. 
elected a member of the legislature of Virginia 


in 1860, and by virtue of his position he be- 
came a member of the convention that met | 
at Wheeling, June 1, 1861, to reorganize the | 
government of Virginia. He served in the . 
legislature of the reorganized government in | 
1861-2-3 and in the legislature of West Vir- | 
ginia in 1878-9. He served ona number of | 
very important committees, and was a useful — 
and efficient representative of the people. 

On November 14, 1844, he married Lur- | 
anah, a daughter of Patrick Fleming, of near 
Flemington. This union resulted in the birth | 
of the following children: Victoria, wife of B. | 
F. Bailey, of Barbour county; Eldon and Clay, 
deceased,and Mary M., widow of the late Dr. 
John L. Nixon. 


S 








APTAIN CURTIS DAVIDSON, a vete- 
ran who saw more than an ordinary 
amount of service during the Civil War, and a 
prosperous farmer of Taylor county, West | 
Virginia, is a son of Rev. John and Nancy | 
(Powell) Davidson, and was born March 21, — 
1839, in what is now Taylor county, West Vir- 
ginia (then Virginia). | 
For his ancestral history see the sketch of | 
his brother, Hon. E. Davidson. 
Captain Davidson secured his education in the — 


Lemuel 


subscription schools, under the direction of | 
Professor Leonidas Thompson. After leaving | 


_ missioned captain of company “ D 


school he was engaged for a time in railroad- 
ing, and, on June 25, 1861, enlisted as a private 
in the service of his country in the Civil War 
in company “F,” Third Regiment, West Vir- 
ginia infantry. He was first promoted to be 
orderly sergeant, thus serving from that time 
until the autumn of 1863, when he was com- 
,” Sixth 
Regiment, West Virginia infantry. Among 
the more important battles in which he took 
part were the following: Shaw’s Ridge, Mc- 
Dowell, May 8, 1862; Franklin, Virginia, May 
11, 1862; Cross Keys, June 8, 1862; Cedar 
Mountain, Rappahannock Station, Waterloo 
Bridge, Sulphur Springs, Second Bull Run, 
Hedgesville, Warm Springs, Rocky Gap, Hill’s 
Point, Drupe Mountain, Salem and a number 
of smallerengagements and skirmishes, a list of 
which consists of some of the most hotly con- 


| tested battles of the war, and to pass through 


which would test the soldier-spirit of any 
man. He was twice taken prisoner; the first 
time was at Rocky Gap, but he escaped in the 
night a half hour after his capture took place ; 
his second capture took place at New Creek, 
from which he escaped the second day. He 
was discharged from the service by reason 
of the expiration of term of enlistment, at 
Keyser, West Virginia, in 1864. Returning 
home from the service, he engaged in farm- 
ing, and has continued it ever since. He owns 
two good farms in the county, one of eighty- 
seven acres, and another of one hundred and 
five acres, all underlaid with a good quality ot 
coking coal. He is a member of Chaplin 
Post, No. 56, Grand Army of the Republic, at 
Flemington; and of Union Lodge, No. 152, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the 
same place. On April 19, 1866, he married 
Abbie, a daughter of Johnson C. Fleming, a 


successful farmer and surveyor of Flemington. 
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To this union have been born three children: | 
Willey, now attending a medical college at | 


Atlanta, Georgia; John N., at home; and 
Lucy, who died in infancy. 





Ss 





LAUDIUS L. DAVIDSON, Sheriff of | 


Taylor county, West Virginia, anda man 
of varied and successful business experience, 
is the youngest son of Rev. John and Nancy 


(Powell) Davidson, and was born May 22 


<n, 


1843, in that part of Harrison county, Virginia, 





that is now Taylor county, West Virginia. | 


The Davidsons are of Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
and five generations back their American pro- 
genitor, Alexander Davidson, left the north of 
Ireland on account of religious persecutions to 
settle in one of the old thirteen colonies along 
the Atlantic sea-board. His son, John David- 
son, the grandfather of Sheriff Davidson, was 


born in New Jersey, and died at Pruntytown | 
while it was yet the county-seat of Taylor | 


county. He was a farmer, and his son, Rev. 
John Davidson, was born July 25, 1800, near 
Pruntytown, where he was reared. When he 
attained his majority he married and removed 
to atract of land near the site of Flemington, 
and then in the woods. He cleared up his 
land into a fine farm on which he resided un- 
til his death, which occurred April 12, 1854. 
He was a man of very good education for his 
day, and possessed great musical ability, 
thoroughly understanding both vocal and in- 
strumental music. He entered the ministry of 
the Baptist church, and for many years served 
the following appointments : Simpson, Union 
church, at Point Pleasant, Mount Vernon and 
Mount Olin churches of Barbour county ; and 
Hepesbah church in Taylor county. He was 
an old-line whig, and a very ardent Union man 


in the late Civil War. His life was one of use- 





ful labor in the vineyard of his Divine Master, 
and no man was more highly respected than 
he was where he was known in Taylor and 


adjoining counties. On December g, 1821, 


| Rev. John Davidson married Nancy Powell, 


who was born September 28, 1801, and passed 
away August 24, 1878. She was a daughter of 
William Powell, a farmer of Loudoun county, 
Virginia, who removed to near Flemington, 
where he died. To Rev. John and Nancy 
Hon. 
Lemuel E., born October 26, 1822, who served 
a number of terms as a member of the West 


Davidson were born eleven children: 


| Virginia legislature, and is now engaged in 





farming near Flemington; Caroline M., born 
April 13, 1824, is the widow of Elijah H. Sin- 
sel, and resides near Webster; Sarah S., born 
August 1, 1825, and married James P. Fenton, 
who died at Grafton where she resided; Henry 
P., born April 11, 1828, and a merchant and 
hotel-keeper at Flemington ; Virginia, married 
James J. Warren, and died July 23, 1864; 
Francisca, born April 14, 1832, wedded John 
M. Jeffries, and died October 16, 1890; Curtis, 
born March 21, 1839, and is engaged in farm- 
ing near Flemington; Sheriff Claudius L., and 


| three children who died in infancy. 


Claudius L. Davidson received his educa- 
tion in the ordinary country and select schools 
of his neighborhood and followed farming un- 
til 1871, when he embarked in the mercantile 
business at Flemington, where he had been 
a clerk for several short periods previously. 
He continued successfully in the mercantile 
business for fifteen years, and then, in 1886, re- 
turned to his farm, whose management he had 
retained all the time. From 1886 to 1892 he 
gave his time and attention chiefly to farming, 
and in the latter year was elected sheriff of 
Taylor county, in which office he has been 
serving ever since. 
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On February 26, 1871, Mr. Davidson mar- | 


ried Mary Martha Johnson, a daughter of | 


Joseph Johnson, who resides near Flemington. 


Mr. and Mrs. Davidson have five children: | 


Minnie, May, Emma, Sallie and Dollie. 


and 1862, embarked in mercantile pursuits at 
Flemington, and has continued in that line of 
business to the present time. In 1876 he built 
a very neat and commodious hotel at Flem- 


/ ington, and has since been conducting it in 


Mr. Davidson served as a Union soldier for | 
| pursuits. From 1862 to 1875 he was the agent 


a short time before the close of the late Civil 
War, and is a member of Copeland Post, No. 
56, Grand Army of the Republic. 
member of Union Lodge, No. 152, Independ- 


He is a 


ent Order of Odd Fellows, at Flemington. | 
He has always taken an active and progressive | 
course in educational affairs, and served for 

| business. Their store is one of the largest in 


twenty years as secretary and president of the 


board of education of his district. In religion 


connection with his mercantile and farming 


at Flemington for the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad company, and the Adams Express 
company, and from Lincoln’s first admin- 
istration to that of Cleveland was the post- 
master of his town. Since 1890 his son, 


John W., has been a partner in the mercantile 


_ this section of the county, containing a stock 


he isa member of the Baptist church of Flem- | 


ington, and actively supports its various 
interests. 
is a staunch republican, taking an active in- 
terest in the success of his party from its 


conventions to the polls. Ever interested in 


_ chandise. 
In politics, Claudius L. Davidson | 


the growth and prosperity of his church and | 


the spread of religion, and in the great cause 
of popular education, he is one who has lived 
life to some purpose and for a worthy object. 
As a county officer he has discharged the 
duties of his office in a manner at once credit- 
able to himself and edvantageous to the busi- 
ness interests of Taylor county. 


—— SS ees 


| Parkersburg, West Virginia. 


of about four thousand dollars of general mer- 
He is a member of the Baptist 
church, and a staunch republican politically, 
and is now, and has, for a number of years, 
served as president of the board of education. 
November 14, 1861, he married Miss Henri- 
etta, daughter of John Simpson, a broker. of 
To this union 


_ have been born seven children: John W., Ade- 


ENRY E. DAVIDSON, a prominent mer- — 


chant and hotel-keeper at Flemington, 
West Virginia, is ason of John and Nancy 
(Powell) Davidson, and was born April 11, 


1828, near Flemington. He was reared upon 


the farm, and received his mental training in | 


the common schools of the county. He first 


engaged in farming on the old home-farm, | 


where he remained until he was thirty-three 
years of age, when he, in the winter of 1861 


laide, Nettie, Charles P., now attending school 
at the West Virginia college, Bertha and two 
sons that died in infancy. 


———————_lI —__. 


AMES DAVIDSON, postmaster at Prunty- 
town, this county, is a son of Alexander 

and Dorothy (Burdett) Davidson, and was born 
near Pruntytown, Taylor county, West Virginia 
(then Virginia), January 11,1821. The David- 
son family, so numerous in Taylor county, 
and of which James Davidson is a member, 
is of Scotch-Irish origin. The founder of 
the family in the United States was Alexander 
Davidson (great-grandfather), son of William 
Davidson, of Woodstown, Scotland. In 1729, 


_ at the age of twenty-one years, seeking that 
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liberty for which the race has ever been pro- 


| 


verbial, Alexander Davidson entered into an 


agreement with Captain James Stratton, of the © 


ship “ Mary, of Montrose,” by which he was to | 


be brought to America, in consideration of 
five years’ service to be rendered him (Strat- 
His 
services, as such, were sold to Garrett Van 
Sant, of Philadelphia, on June 20, 1729, for the 


ton), or whomsoever he might designate. 


sum of fifteen pounds and ten shillings. After | 
faithfully serving the time agreed, and honor- | 


ably securing his freedom, he settled on Rari- | 


tan river, New Jersey, where he married an | 


Irish lady, and they became the parents of | 


three children, two sons and one daughter ; 
the sons were John and William. 
the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 


John was | 


and remained in New Jersey until after his | 


marriage, when he immigrated to Westernport, 
Maryland, where he resided one year, and 
then came to the vicinity of Pruntytown, this 
county, where he purchased four hundred 
acres of land, to the improvement and cultiva- 
tion of which he gave the remainder of his 
days, dying in about 1850, at the age of 
eighty-six years. 


He was married to Miss Sallie La Rue, a | 
French lady, and their union resulted in the | 
birth of six children: Alexander, Margaret, 


John, Mary, William (who was a divine in the 
Baptist church), and Sarah. 

Alexander Davidson (father) was born and 
reared near Pruntytown, upon a farm. He 
learned the trades of a carpenter and cabinet- 


Joshua, all deceased; Frederick Edwin, of 
Parkersburg, this State ; Stephen, also of Park- 
ersburg; Mary Martha, the wife of J. M. Ford, 
of New York city; Lucy, wife of T. Baldwin, 
of Zanesville, Ohio; and Sarah Simms, also 
deceased. 

James Davidson was reared upon the farm, 
learned the trade of a carpenter with his 
father, and has followed carpentering and con- 
tracting all his life. Fora number of years he 
has been a member and deacon in the Baptist 
church, and since August 15, 1893, has been 
postmaster at Pruntytown. 

On February 14, 1848, Mr. Davidson mar- 
ried Harriet Ann, a daughter of Rev. Cornelius 
Hoff. To this union have been born five chil- 
dren: Cora, dead; Minter Hoff, a contractor 
of San Antonio, Texas; Lillian, wife of William 
Copeland, of Platte’s mouth, Nebraska; Cor- 
nelius, a merchant at Riverside, California; 


and Anne. Rev. Cornelius Hoff was a minis- 


_ ter for sixty-five years in the Baptist Church, 





maker, which trades were his chief vocation | 


throughout life. Religiously, he was a deacon 
in the Baptist church, and politically a stanch 
democrat. He married Miss Dorothy, a 
daughter of James Burdett, a member of an 
old family of this county. To this union were 
born John, William, Alexander, George and 


and came to Pruntytown from Barbour county. 
He was one of the founders of Rector College, 
at Pruntytown, and a man of individuality and 
influence in the county. 





UGH EVANS, ex-sheriffof Taylor county, 
president of the Merchants’ and Mechan- 

ics’ Savings Bank, at Grafton, and a prosper- 
ous farmer of near Pruntytown, Taylor county, 
West Virginia, is a son of Hugh and Sarah 
(Carroll) Evans, and was born at Evansville, 
Preston county, Virginia (now West Virginia), 
September 29, 1840. When Virginia was a 
colony, and after she became a state, great 
encouragement was given to emigration, and 
large inducements were offered to the strong, 
the brave and the courageous, not only within 
her own territory, but from the other colonies 
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and states, to form settlements in the wild and | 
the unoccupied country west of the Alle- | 
ghenies, then subject to the incursions of the 
hostile savages living beyond the Ohio river, | 
in the northwest territory. In response to | 
these inducements came many good families 
from eastern Virginia, and among them was 
the Evans family from Loudoun county. The | 
family is of Welsh lineage, and its entrance 
into this country dates back to colonial times. 
Hugh Evans was the grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch. He was born 
Monongalia county, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), but removed to the site of the present | 
village of Evansville, Preston county, of which | 
village he became the founder. Here he 
became the owner of a large tract of land, 


in 


and was an active, prominent and successful 
farmer, and a man of weight and influence in 


the business and political circles of the county, | 
For a number of years he held a commission | 
as justice of the peace in the district, and | 
served one term as sheriff of Preston county. 


| Iowa; 





He married Sarah Thomas, to which marriage | 
union were born seven children: James, who | 
became a merchant of Evansville; Samuel 


was a farmer of Preston county; Nancy mar- 
ried John Marcus; Hugh (father); Sarah, 
widow of the late Craver Marcus; Rolley, a 
farmer of Preston county; William, who died 
when a young man. 


Hugh Evans, father, was born in Evansville 
in 1814, and died in Mahaska county, Iowa, in 
1889. He followed the pursuits of a tiller of 
the soil in Preston county until 1843, when | 
he removed to Taylor county, and, in 1865, to 
the county in Iowa where he died. He be- 
came a large and successful farmer. He mar- | 
ried Sarah, the daughter of William Carroll, | 
a distinguished citizen and prominent political 
leader of Preston county, which county he | 





represented in the Virginia legislature at 
He was a merchant 
by avocation in Preston county, and in his 
latter days in Taylor county, where he died. 
To this marriage were born twelve children: 
James W., a farmer of Mahaska county, 


Richmond seven terms. 


Hugh, subject; Amos, a farmer of 
Elizabeth Ann, wife of 
Oran Fleming, also a farmer of Mahaska 
county; Margaret E., wife of Cyrus Trimble, 
also of Mahaska county; 


Mahaska county; 


Laura, wife of 
Joseph Shaw, a farmer of Mahaska county ; 
Adie, wife of Joseph Shaw, of the same 
county ; Solomon H., died in childhood; and 
two that died in infancy. 

The education of Hugh Evans was such as 
he was able to get in the incompetent, inade- 
quate subscription schools of the county. He 
was reared upon the farm, and about the first 
work that he did on his own account was in 
the service of the United States government 
as a teamster during the Civil War; he was 


| thus employed for two years, after which he 


engaged in the butchering business, at Graf- 
ton, for a number of years. 

In political texture Mr. Evans believes in a 
Jacksonian enforcement of the Jeffersonian 
principles, and is recognized as an effective 
worker in the party. In 1871 he was ap- 
pointed a deputy sheriff under Hugh Evans, 
and served in that capacity until the death of 
his chief, a time of two years and two months. 

At the death of Hugh Evans he was 
elected, in July, 1873, to fill out the unex- 
pired term, and has since served, by re-elec- 
In 


the latter year he removed to his farm two miles 


tion, three terms, the last ending in 18809. 


west from Pruntytown, where he has since 
lived largely engaged in the pursuit of agricul- 


ture and grazing. He owns a farm of four 


hundred and eighty acres where he now lives, 
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: : ae 
and one hundred and twenty-three acres in 


another farm at Webster, all well improved 
and in a good state of cultivation. 


_ the subject of this record. 
His | 


interests are not confined to the arts of | 


husbandry alone, but, as president of the | 


Merchants’ and Mechanics’ Savings Bank, of 
Grafton, he is prominent in the economic and 
financial affairs of the county as well. 


Hugh Evans was the great-grandfather of 
He was born in 
Monongalia county in 1769, removed to Pres- 
ton county when a young man, and became 
the owner of a large tract of land in the 
he 
founded. He became an active, successful 


vicinity of Evansville, which village 


_ and prominent farmer and a man of influence 


On May 24, 1874, he was united in mar- | 


riage with Kate, a daughter of Samuel Jones, 
of Taylor county. The following children 


bless this union: Floyd, Frederic, Frank | | 
Hugh Evans | had founded in 1873, at the age of one hundred 


and four years. 


Carroll, Humbert and Clyde. 
is a man who has won by the sheer force of 
his character and indomitable will the exalted 
position which he holds as a citizen of Taylor 


in the business and political circles of the 
county, serving a number of years as justice 


_ of the peace, and one term as sheriff of the 


county. He died in Evansville, the town he 


He was married to Sarah 


_ Thomas, and seven children blessed their 


county. As a farmer he is progressive and — 


industrious; as sheriff he was faithful and 
courageous in the discharge of his every 
duty, and as a bank official he is true to the 
financial interests of those with whom he 
comes into business relations. 








_—) 


OHN S. EVANS, a thrifty and well-to-do 
farmer, of near Pruntytown, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, is a son of Hugh and 
Mary (Shroyer) Evans, and was born at Fet- 
terman, Taylor county, West Virginia (then 
Virginia), on January 26, 1856. 
In the early history of Virginia large in- 


ducements were offered to encourage migra- | 


tion west of the Allegheny mountains, then 
subject to frequent incursions of the savages 
from the northwest. 
ducements came many good families from 
eastern Virginia; among them was the Evans 
The family is 


In response to these in- 


family from Londoun county. 
of Welsh origin, but some of its members were 
transplanted from the Old to the New World 
in colonial times. 





union. 

Samuel Evans, grandfather, was born in 
Preston county in about the year 1807, and 
died near Evansville in about 1887. He be- 
came the owner of a large tract of about six 
hundred acres of land, and devoted his life 
activities to the pursuits of farming. He mar- 
ried a Miss Sarah Means, by whom he had 
six children, as follows: Elizabeth, widow of 
the late William Keener, of this county ; 
Hugh, father; Isaac, farmer and tanner of 
Fetterman, this county ; John, a retired mer- 
chant, of Preston county ; William, a farmer 
of Preston county; James, deceased, was a 
contractor of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
company; Samuel, of Taylor county, and 
Nancy, deceased. 

Hugh Evans, father, was born in Preston 


| county in 1823, and died in the same county 
| on March 8, 1892. 


He received a limited 
education in the subscription schools, charac- 
teristic of Virginia in his boyhood days, and 
there took up farming and the collateral pur- 
suits of grazing and stock-raising, which he 
He 


was a democrat in political faith, and being 


pursued essentially as his life vocation. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





a man of prominence and influence and of 
unquestionable integrity and probity of char- 
acter, was twice elected sheriff of Preston 


i 
| 


county, and discharged the duties of this re- | 


sponsible trust with a fidelity that commended 


him to all who had official relations with him. | 


He married Mary Shroyer, a daughter of | 


Jacob Shroyer, a farmer of Knottsville, this | 


county. Their union was blessed in the birth 


of four children: John S., subject; William | 


died in infancy ; Rebecca died in childhood, 


and Mary E., wife of Cleophas Woodford, of | 


this county. 
John S. Evans received his education in 


the common schools, and followed farming | 


and stock-raising as his avocation, devoting 
his entire time and attention to this line of 
business, excepting four years in the milling 
business at Fetterman. He owns a good, 
well-improved farm of three hundred acres on 


the Northwestern pike, one 


mile east of | 


Pruntytown, and considerable real estate in | 


Fetterman. 


He is a democrat in political | 


texture and a trustee of the Methodist Episco- | 


pal church. 


Marriage was in June, 1878, with Dora, a | 


daughter of John C. Bartlett, and resulted in 
the birth of one child, Myrtle. Mrs. Dora 
Bartlett Evans died March 2, 1880, and in 
1882 Mr. Evans married, as his second wife, 
Susan, a daughter of John Sinsel, of this 
county. She died in 1884, and on March 13, 
1887, he married Charlotte, a daughter of 
Lewis Wendell, of this county, and five chil- 
dren bless their union: Mary, Lulu, Sallie, 
Hattie and Alma. 
ae ey tt 
R. ASHFORD BROWN, of Webster, 
Taylor county, West Virginia, whose 


experience as a successful practitioner of 


medicine spans almost a half century, is a son 
of Samuel and Parmelia (Zinn) Brown, and 
was born near Evansville, Preston county, 
West Virginia, on March 13, 1822. For a 
more extended ancestral record than appears 
in this sketch, see the sketch of Granville 
Brown, of Monongalia county. 

Thomas Brown, grandfather, was born in 
Prince William county, Virginia, on Septem- 
ber 7, 1760, and removed with his family to 
what is known as ‘“‘ The Glades,” near King- 
wood, Preston county, in 1805. 

He and John Fairfax, with their families 


, and a number of slaves, were on their way to 


Lexington, Kentucky, but on account of the 
hostility of the Indians in the country through 
which they were to pass, they were compelled 
to abandon the trip. Hence their settlement 
at “The Glades.” Here Thomas Brown be- 
came the owner of a large tract of land, con- 
taining five hundred and seventy-eight acres, 
upon which he spent the remainder of his days 
engaged in the arts of husbandry, and died in 


1846 at an advanced age. He was married 


_to Anna Ash, and had a large family, of 
He has been three times married ; his first | 


which Samuel Brown, father, was the third 
son. He was born in Prince William county, 
October 24, 1793, and was but twelve years of 
age when his father came to the county of 
Preston. Reared upon a farm, his early 
training was along a line that led naturally to 
the avocation of an agriculturist and a stock- 
He first followed this busi- 
ness near Evansville, in Preston county, but in 


1833 removed to Clinton Furnace, in Mon- 


raiser and dealer. 


ongalia county, where he became the owner of 
a couple of farms, and accumulated a fair com- 
petency prior to his death, which occurred in 
1859, having returned to Preston county in 
1841. 

He was not a member of any church, al- 
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though inclined to a support of the dogmas of | 
Presbyterianism, and was a strictly moral 
man, upright and honest in all his dealings 
with his fellow-man. His marital union with 
Parmelia Zinn, a lady of German origin, re- 
sulted in the birth of eleven children, of which 
Dr. Ashford is the oldest. The others in 
order of age are: Lycurgus, deceased, was a _ 
soldier for three years in the defense of the 
Union during the Civil War, and lost his life 
through the exposure encountered in Hunter’s 
raid; Clarissa B., wife of George Styer, a _ 
farmer of near Oakland, Maryland; William 
B., served in the Union army during the late 
Civil War in the Seventeenth West Virginia | 
infantry, and now resides near Kingwood, en- | 
gaged as a farmer and asa miller; Granville, | 
now a resident of near Clinton Furnace, Mon- 
ongalia county, a farmer, and served as lieu- 
tenant of company “E,” Seventeenth regi- | 
ment of West Virginia volunteer infantry | 
during the War of the Rebellion; Amelia, | 
lives on the old home place; Ruhama, de- | 
ceased; Sarah Ann, deceased, was the wife of | 
Zaddock Lanham; Elizabeth, also resides at | 
the old home; Loretta, deceased; and Mar- | 


cellus J., also deceased. 


Dr. Ashford Brcwn was reared upon the | 
farm, and received a good English education | 
He taught fora 
time, and at the age of twenty-two years began 
the study of medicine in the office of Dr. Wil- 
liam J. Bland. After two years’ study under 
his preceptorship, he entered Starling’s Medi- 
cal College, of Columbus, Ohio, but was com- 
pelled, on account of failing health, to leave | 
the college. He then, in the year 1849, en- | 
tered upon the practice of the profession for 
which he had been making such thorough | 
preparation. He first located near Glades- 
ville, in Preston county, where he practiced | 


in the subscription schools. 


until 1865, when he removed to Independence, 
in the same county, and remained there until 
1878, and then came to his present location. 
As a practitioner of medicine he has been 
careful, patient and painstaking, qualities 
which, combined with good judgment anda 
sympathetic nature, have contributed to build 
up for him-in any field in which he has 
labored an enviable practice. He does not 
allow the duties of his profession to narrow 
his field of action, but takes an active in- 
terest along other lines of a religious and po- 
litical nature. He has for twenty-five years 
been a deacon in the Baptist church, and is an 
active worker for the cause of republicanism. 

On December 2, 1849, Dr. Brown and 
Sarah E., a daughter of Wick Johnson, late a 
prominent merchant of Preston county, were 
married. Twelve children have been born to 
this union, three dying while in their infancy : 
Clarissa, William and Adaline died in child- 
hood ; Edwin died young; Dexter B. died in 
boyhood; Loverna Parmelia, who died in July, 
1894, was the wife of W. D. Prim; Parmelia 
E., died in childhood; Charles N., who, after 
receiving a good preliminary education in the 
Normal school at Fairmont, and the West 
Virginia University at Morgantown, entered 
upon the study of medicine in the office of his 
father, at Webster. He then entered the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, at Balti- 
more, Maryland, attending the sessions of 
1891, 1892 and 1893, and in 1894 graduated 
from the medical department of the Central 
University of Kentucky. He then located at 
Webster, where he has since practiced. The 
youngest one of the family is Frank C., agent 
at Webster for the Baltimore and Ohio Ex- 
press company. 
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NDREW M. NESTOR is a son of Rev. | 
George and Mary E. (Haller) Nestor, | 


and was born February Ig, 1846, in Frank- 
ford, Greenbrier county, Virginia. 


The place of the origin of the Nestor family | 


is enveloped in more or less of doubt and | 


obscurity. There is, however, a tradition in | 


the family that it originated in the land of | 


Egypt, famed in sacred and profane history. 
From the land of the Pharaohs the family was 


transplanted to France, where it developed | 


into a prominent, wealthy and _ influential 
family, many of its members becoming potent 


factors in the sum total of the glory and 
| born on Teter’s run, in White Oak valley, 


splendor of political and religious France. 
From the latter country some members of the 
family emigrated to Germany, from which 
country George Nestor (great-great-grand- 
father) with his family emigrated, prior to the 
Revolutionary War, to the United States, and 
located near the city of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. Among his family was a son, William, 
who was the great-grandfather of the subject 
of this biographical record. George Nestor 
was born on the Little Gunpowder river, near 


Frederick, Maryland, on August 30, 1787, and | 
died in the winter of 1864, at the home of his | 


son William, in Barbour county, West Vir- 
ginia. In his early life he removed to the 
region of the Muskingum river, in Ohio, where 
he lived until after the War of 1812, in which 
After the war 


he removed to near Philippi, Barbour county, 


conflict he served as a soldier. 


where he married and spent the remainder of 
his life. He became an extensive farmer and 
business man, was well posted and intelligent, 
being considered the best read man in all that 
section of the country, a man in whom the 
people had confidence, not only because of 
his well-known mental qualities, but for his 
honesty of purpose and sincere motives, as 





| edge. 


well. Because of his popularity as a citizen, 
a scholar and a man, he was retained for forty 
years in the office of justice of the peace. 
Religiously, he was formerly a member of the 
Lutheran church, later of the Methodist Epis- 
copal, and still later of the Methodist Protes- 
tant church. 


He married, on the 5th of November, 1809, 


Miss Amelia Poling, of Barbour, then Ran- 


dolph county, and had as a result of this 
union twelve children: Jacob, deceased, born 
at White Oak Flats, in Randolph county, 
Virginia (now West Virginia), November 24, 
1810; Mary, wife of Archibald England, was 


Randolph county ; Jonas, a farmer of Barbour 
county, was born May 4, 1812; Poling, of 
Barbour, was born February 1, 1814; Lettie, 
the wife of Charles Boyles, was born February 
20, 1816; Rev. George (father); Elizabeth, 
born May 23, 1821, married Jonas Poling; 
Sarah, wife of a Mr. Haller, born February 
21, 1823; William, born January 23, 1824; 
Nancy, born April 7, 1826; James, a farmer 
and justice of the peace of Barbour county, 
born July 23, 1828; Catherine, born March 
13, 1831; and Andrew, born July 23, 1833. 
Rev. George Nestor (father) was born on 
the old Nestor homestead, in Randolph 
county, March 19, 1818, and died July 25, 
1893, while visiting his son-in-law, W. A. 
He had 
very poor advantages for securing an educa- 
tion; but he had that within him which 
enabled him to make the most of unfavorable 
circumstances—an insatiable thirst for knowl- 
The first school he attended was a 
Sabbath-school, kept by the Lutherans, in the 
neighborhood. He commenced with the al- 
phabet, and during the nine successive lessons 


Sinsel, at Flemington, this county. 


taken, so rapid was his progress and so close 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 








was his application that he passed five classes 


and entered the bible class. 
attended 
making unusual progress, and taking an 


subscription schools six terms, 
academic course during the last two terms. 


He then began the study of law, with the in- 


After this he | 


tention of entering that profession, but became | 


displeased with the practices and intrigues of 


the same and abandoned the idea, and turned | 


his attention to the study of military tactics | 


and manceuvring, intending to become a sol- 
dier, and at the age of eighteen was commis- 
sioned first lieutenant in the Virginia state 


militia, but resigned his commission at the | 


end of two years, to enter upon the ministry. | 
In December of 1837, at the age of nineteen | 


years, he was converted and led into the fold 
of Christ, joining the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and began preaching at the age of 
twenty-five, and entered the Pittsburg con- 
In 
1854 the West Virginia conference was set 
off from the Pittsburg, and Rev. Nestor, 
by choice, became a member of the newly- 


ference in 1844, at the age of twenty-six. 


organized conference, and preached in it 
until death closed his labors, during which 
time he held nearly all the principal appoint- 
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the cause of Christ in the whole country. 
He had acquired considerable literary taste 
and ability, which found expression not only 
in his sermons, but in a number of small vol- 
umes and contributions to church periodicals. 

In recognition of his long and valuable 
services to the church, his ripe Christian 
character, no less than his attainments as a 
theologian anda preacher, Western Maryland 
College, in 1886, conferred upon him the hon- 
orary title of doctor of divinity. 

He was joined in the bonds of holy matri- 
mony with Mary E., a daughter of George 
Michael Haller, a native of Frederick, Mary- 
land, but later a resident of Barbour county, 


West Virginia. This union was blessed in 


_ the birth of six children, as follows: James 





ments and served six years as president of | 


the conference, a position fraught with great 


responsibility and requiring the display of | 
a high order of executive ability and capacity — 


for work. 


For in addition to the pastoral | 


duties and the direct duties of president, he | 
was required to “travel the district,’ spend- | 


ing one or more Sabbaths in each pastoral 


charge, preaching a number of times, for | 
which each charge paid a proportionate share | 
of his salary. These many and varied duties, | 


though onerous and exacting, were discharged 
with a promptness and a fidelity that marked 
him as one of the most zealous workers in 


S., deceased; Andrew M. (subject); Barton 
M., deceased; Olive, wife of W. A. Sinsel, 
whose sketch appears elsewhere; Mary A., 
died in infancy ; and West Virginia, who also 
died in infancy. 

Andrew M. Nestor, the subject of this 
record, was educated in the common schools 
and in the West Virginia college at Fleming- 
ton. Leaving school, he learned the trade of 
potter, which he followed a few years, when in 
1871 he located upon the farm upon which he 
now resides, consisting of one hundred and 
thirty acres of good and arable land. He and 
his wife own also one hundred and twenty- 
five acres in Illinois. 

On January 27, 1863, he enlisted in a com- 
pany of independent scouts that operated 
along the border lines of West Virginia, Ohio 
and Virginia, taking part in a number of skir- 
mishes, and was discharged May 31, 1865. 
Fraternally, he is a member in good standing 
of the following Coplin Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of Fleming- 
ton; American Lodge, No. 76, I. O. O. F., 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PORTRAIT CYCLOPEDIA 





of Tyrconnell, of which he is a past grand, 
and represented the same as a delegate to the 
grand lodge at Harper’s Ferry in 1894; Tyr- 
No. 45; Friendly 


connell Encampment, 


Lodge, No. 94, Knights of Pythias ; and Find- — 
| blessed with three children, one son and two 


lay Lodge, Improved Order of Red Men. 


In his religious affiliations he is a member | 


of the Methodist Protestant church, of which | 
he isa class-leader and a steward, and has | 
represented it a number of times as a delegate | 


to the annual conferences. 


On October 22, 1871, he married Elizabeth, | 
a daughter of John Shields, and has two | 


children: Zurah Myrtle and George Edison. 
—— GS —_______. 


p 8 Raker d R. WARDEN, M.D., a graduate 


of the Western Reserve Medical col- | 


lege of Cleveland, Ohio, and a member of the 
West Virginia Medical society, ranks as one 
of the active and successfu! physicians of Graf- 
ton. Heisa son of Rev. James and Joanna 
(Carmen) Warden, and was born near Wheel- 
ing, in Marshall county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), April 19, 1859. Dr. Warden re- 
ceived his intellectual education in the Ohio 


Western University, at Delaware, Ohio, and | 
then read medicine with Dr. J. H. Pipes, of | 


Wheeling. After completing the required 
course of office reading he entered the Western 
Reserve Medical college of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and was graduated from that well-known insti- 
tution on March 3, 1886. Dr. Warden re- 
turned from Cleveland after his graduation 
and commenced the practice of his profession 
at Malden, six miles above Charleston, the 
state capital, where he was actively engaged 
for three and ahalf years in a remunera- 
tive practice which, however, required a larger 
amount of riding than he cared for toward the 





came to Grafton, his present successful field of 
practice. 

On June 12, 1886, Dr. Warden wedded Em- 
ma Pelley, a daughter of Ambrose Pelley, of 
Benwood, this State. Their union has been 
daughters: Rhea, Paul and Pauline. 

Dr. Warden has always been a republican in 
politics. He is a member of Grafton Lodge, 
No. 75, Free and Accepted Masons; and Lo- 
tus Lodge, No. 10, Ancient Order of United 
Workmen, of which latter organization he has 
Dr, 
Warden gives close attention to all of his pro- 


been financier for the last three years. 


fessional duties and takes an interest in the 
growth and progress of medical science in the 
State. 
Medical society, in which he takes a comman- 


He is a member of the West Virginia 


dable interest. 

The Warden family traces its trans-Atiantic 
residence to Ireland, from which, in 1770, 
Samuel Warden came to Ohio county, this 
State, where he died some years later. His 
son, William Warden, the grandfather of Dr. 
Warden, was born in 1800, and removed to 


| Marshall county, in which he passed his life 





as a farmer and died in 1892. He was a 
republican and Methodist at the time of his 
death, but had been a democrat and Presby- 
terian in early life. He wedded Nancy Mc- 
Cuskey, whose parents, James and Nancy Mc- 
Cuskey, came from Ireland to western Vir- 
Mr. War- 
den was a farmer, and reared a family of 
five sons and three daughters. One of the 
sons, Rev. James M. Warden, was born in 
Marshall county, June 20, 1833. He received 
his education in a Presbyterian academy and 


ginia between 1760 and 1763. 


Presbyterian college of Washington county, 


| Pennsylvania, and in 1859 entered the minis- 
close of that period of time, and in 1890 he | 


try of the Methodist Episcopal church, in 
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has served onnumerous prominent circuits and | 


at important stations, being stationed six years 
at the state capital. 


| 


He was presiding elder | 


‘from 1884 to 1890, was a delegate in 1888, | 


from the West Virginia conference to the gen- 
eral conference at New York city, and has been 


serving at Mannington, since 1892. In 1860, 


Rev. J. M. Warden was in Fayette county, | 


and circulated the new resolutions of his con- 


ference on the subject of slavery, which were | 


considered as incendiary documents, and he 


had to flee from a rebel force who had orders | 
On March 27, 1856, he married | 


to kill him. 
Joanna C. Carmen, of Marshall county, West 
Virginia. Their children were: Rev. William 
M., Dr. Alfred R., subject, S. W., Dr. F. R., 
of Mannington, Mrs. Nancy E. Hendrickson, 
Mrs. Cora Clayton, and Maude L., now at 
Mrs. Warden died August 15, 1891, 
aged sixty years. 


school. 





PHILIP GOEDECKE, superintendent | 
°* of the Flemington Coal company, of 
which he is a partner and one of the organ- | 
izers, is a son of Christopher and Theresa | 


(Koch) Goedecke, and was born in Weissen- 


bon, Prussia, near the Herz mountains, Au- | 


gust 22, 1829. 
father, was born in Germany, in 1734, and 
died in 1817, and was a descendant of a 
French Huguenot, who, seeking to evade 
religious persecutions, fled from his native 
The name originated 


George Goedecke, grand- 


country to Germany. 
from the relations he sustained in reference to 
the great Huguenot movement, belonging to 


The 
grandfather was a man of intelligence in the 


a company of Huguenot reserves. 


community in which he lived, where he was 
an extensive farmer and took a prominent 





which he has faithfully served ever since. He | part in the political matters of the town, serv- 


ing as burgess and assistant burgess of his 
town for several years. He married Cath- 
erine Henkel, who was born of Huguenot 
ancestry in 1744, and died in 1838. This 


| marriage resulted in the birth of five sons, as 


follows: John Adam, Philip, Frederick, 
George and Christopher. The first three 
whom, under the command of General Blucher, 
sacrificed their lives in the battle of Waterloo, 
that historic conflict, which had such momen- 
tous weight in the shaping of the political his- 
tory of a continent; George, the youngest, 


died in early boyhood. Christopher Goedecke, 


| father, was born on the Fatherland homestead 





in 1797, and died in the same place in 1866. 
He was a man of considerable force in the 
community in which he lived, and through 
the avocation of farming and the collateral 
industry of dairying acquired quite a hand- 
some competency. Following in the foot- 
steps of his father he took an intelligent and 
active part in the civil and political affairs of 
his town, which he served in the trust of town 
treasurer. His marriage with Theresa Koch, 
a cousin of the celebrated Dr. Koch, of 
Berlin, resulted in the birth of fourteen 
children, nine of whom grew to maturity. 
The subject of this record was the third in 
the order of birth, and the eldest that grew to 
maturity ; Charles, who was born in the 
Fatherland, served four years in the Prussian 
army asa drum major, came to America in 
October of 1861, and in December, 18061, 
enlisted in the Ninety-sixth regiment of Penn- 
sylvania infantry, and was killed July 30, 
1862, by being struck by a spent cannon ball 
while participating in the Seven Days’ battle, 
under McClellan, before Richmond. He 
was a sergeant, but at the time of his death, 
because of the death or inability of those 
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superior in command he was in command of 
company “K.” He was aman of fine physical 
proportions, a regular Apollo, and as a sol- 
dier was brave and courageous; Henry, a 
prominent merchant of his native town, has 
won military honors in the wars of his coun- 


try, serving as lieutenant in that campaign 


marked by the successful storming of the for- | 


tifications of Duppel; John, now holding a 
government position of honor and trust in the 


railroad service of his native country. He | 
served asa corporal in the Franco-Prussian | 


Flemington, Taylor county, West Virginia, as 
the agent of the Taylor County Coal com- 
pany, an organization of eastern capitalists. 
For this company he opened up the mines 
and operated the plant for them until 1877, at 
which time he leased the plant and its appur- 
tenances, and operated it until 1880, when he 
sold the lease and returned to his home in 


| Luzerne county, and began the development 


war, and was present at Sedan and at the | 


capture of Napoleon III. 

A. Philip Goedecke was educated in the 
splendid system of public schools for which 
the German empire is noted, and in the gym- 
nasium of Worbis, and also attended two 
terms at the Wyoming seminary at Kingston, 
In 
1849 he sailed for America, and after a long 


Pennsylvania, after coming to America. 


and tedious voyage of fifty-seven days landed | 


at New York city on May 27th of that year. 
After remaining a short time in the large 
cities of New York and Philadelphia, work- 
ing at whatever came to hand, he drifted into 
the anthracite coal fields of Pennsylvania, 
where for a time he was engaged as a miner, 
then took a position as clerk for about two 
years. After a somewhat varied experience 
in the field as clerk, miner and laborer, dur- 
ing which time he was gaining a good practi- 


the coal industry of that section, he, in 1858, 
took the position as assistant to the pro- 
prietor for the G. B. Markle and company 
coal firm, large coal operators of near Hazle- 


ton, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, remaining | 


under their employ until 1875, excepting a 


service. 





| he was compelled to resign. 
cal knowledge of the methods of operating | 


of a large lumber tract, consisting of three 
thousand acres, which he had previously pur- 
chased, and was engaged in lumbering and 
Upon the lat- 
ter date he returned to Flemington, and 


farming pursuits until 1882. 


entered the employ of James Boyce, of Balti- 
At the 


same time he was acting in this capacity for 


more, Maryland, as superintendent. 
the Taylor County Coal company. He sus- 
tained these important positions in the indus- 
trial development of the county until 1884, 
the date upon which he returned to Luzerne 
county, and devoted himself to the develop- 
ment of his landed interests until 1889, when 
he was called to the position of general in- 


| spector of the Jeddo Tunnel company, which 
| at a cost of $1,000,000 constructed the large 


tunnel of that name, and which was necessary 
to the development of the wonderful coal 
He 
was thus engaged for over three years, or 


resources of that section of the state. 


| until 1892, when on account of failing health 


In 1892, Mr. 
Goedecke, in copartnership with Messrs. Beis- 
sel and Markle, under the firm-name of the 
Flemington Coal and Coke company, pur- 
chased the property of the Taylor County 
Coal company, consisting of seven hundred 
and fifteen acres of coal and two hundred 


| acres of surface, and which company has since 
short period of eighty-eight days of military | 
Upon the latter date he came to | 


been engaged in the developing of these 


material interests. It is the intention of this 
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company to build up and operate a first-class 
plant, and expand the enterprise so that it will 
be reckoned among the most considerable 
industries of the county. 

The facts of this biographical sketch clearly 
show that the Goedecke family has been one 
of strong individuality and of a distinctly 
military spirit. Sharing in a marked degree 
this feeling, Mr. Goedecke volunteered his 
services and entered the emergency service of 
his state, when it was threatened by invasion; 
but the conditions which had prompted the 
action having subsided, he returned to the 


peaceful pursuits of the civilian. In the 


Masonic circles he stands deservedly high, | 


being a member of good standing of Hazle- 
ton Lodge, No. 327, A. F. and A. M.; -Lilly 
Chapter, No. 44, R. A. M., at Mauch Chunk, 
Pennsylvania, and Packer Commandery, 
Knights Templar, of the same place; Lodge 
No. 535, I. O. O. F., and Butler Encamp- 
ment, No. 190, at Drum’s, Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania. He is a consistent member 
and active worker of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church, of which he has been a mem- 
ber since 1857. In political matters he is 
a republican, and is prominent in the coun- 
cils of his party. In 1884 he was the candi- 
date of his party in the Fourth district of 
Luzerne county, for the office of assembly- 
man, and reduced the normal democrat major- 
ity of fourteen hundred to forty, a fact attest- 
ing in a marked degree his influence and pop- 
ularity. Before leaving his native country he 
held the position of clerk of the Circuit 
Court, and because of his advocacy of a non- 
liberal policy with reference to certain econo- 
mic questions, made himself offensive to the 
landed interests, and was compelled, for safety, 
to come to this country. 

On February 20, 1855, he married Miss 





Hannah Hunt, a daughter of William Hunt, 
who was of the firm of Pardee, Hunt and 
Miner, the first operators of anthracite coal at 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania. Nine children have 
been born to their union: Charles William, 
deceased, was a civil engineer, and was killed 
near Alliance, Ohio, in 1881, at the age of 
twenty-four years; Mary Catherine, died in 
1863; Ellen May, died in 1863, at the age of 
three years; Alvin Henry, died at the age of 
three years; Arthur Pierce, assistant super- 
intendent of the Jeddo colliery in Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvania; Emma Josepha, Ellis 
Payne, Clarence William and Gertie T. at 


home. 
o——- 





{ ELSON GRAY, deceased, was one of the 
N representative citizens of Taylor county, 
and was born in Monongalia county, West 
Virginia, at what is known as Gray’s Bottoms, 
and died at Grafton, Taylor county, in 1894. 

He was reared and educated in the county 
of his nativity, where he continued to live for 
a time, and then removed to Marion county, 
this State, and in 1856 to Taylor county, locat- 
ing one mile east of Boothsville, where he was 
engaged in farming and operating a flouring- 
mill. He remained there until 1877, when he 
removed to Flemington in the same county, 
where he built a flouring-mill, and operated it 
the remainder of his active life, or until 1890. 

He was, politically, an old-line whig, but 
upon the disruption of that party became a 
republican. He wasa man of good judgment, 
and deservedly popular and influential. While 


_a resident of Booth’s creek district he served 


eight years as magistrate, although the district 
was democratic by one hundred and fifty votes. 
He also served a number of years in the Flem- 
ington district, and for eight years was presi- 
dent of the County Court. He was aman who 
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took an active part in affairs political, and 
frequently represented his party in county and 
state conventions and stood high in its coun- 
cils, and was a warm personal friend and ad- 
mirer of Archie Campbell, editor of the Wheel- 
mg Intelligencer. 


a4 
remos 


He was active church worker, being a 
class leader, steward, and exhorter in the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

His marriage with Mary Frohm, daughter 

of Samuel Frohm, resulted in the birth of the 
following children: Sarah, deceased, was the 
wife of Evan Christy; Catherine, deceased, 
was the wife of J. W. Lambert; Jessie, de- 
ceased; Samuel; Mary, deceased; and Olive, 
also deceased. 
Samuel married Henrietta M. Smith, a 
daughter of Jacob Smith, of Booth’s creek 
district, and has two children: Olin and 
Mary C. 

Samuel Gray was born in Palatine, Marion 
county, in 1846, learned the trade of a miller 


and followed it for about twenty years, and 


then in 1893 embarked in the mercantile busi- 


ness in Grafton. 

He entered the Civil War in 1865 in the 
Fourteenth regiment, West Virinia cavalry, 
and served to the close of the war. 

He is a member of Coplin Post, Grand 
Army of the Republic, at Flemington, Web- 
ster Lodge, No. 50, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, and Hiawatha Tribe, No. 9, 
Improved Order of Red Men. 


_ OO 


R. LOYD L. WILSON, a physican and 


druggist, of Grafton, Taylor county, 
West Virginia, was born in Philippi, Barbour 


county, West Virginia, on August 25, 1850, a 


son of Danieland Miomi (Riga) Wilson. The 


t 











i 
| 
| 
| 


family is among the pioneer families of the 
old town of Philippi, where grandfather Wi!- 
son located at an early day, and where he died, 


- Daniel Wilson received a common-schoo!l edu- 


cational training and followed the avocation 








of He removed to the state of 
Michigai:, where he died. He married Miomi 
Riga. Dr. Loyd L. Wilson was educated in 


the public schools of Grafton, West Virginia, 
where he received a good preliminary training 
for the study of medicine. He entered upon 
the study of that profession in the office of 
Dr. H. H. Thayer, of Grafton, from whose 
office he entered the Ohio Medical College, 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and later, in 1879, grad- 
uated from the College of Physicians and Sur- 
He. first 
located, as a practitioner of medicine, in the 


geons, at Baltimore, Maryland. 
town of Thornton, this county, where the prac- 
ticed one year, and then, after a short practice 
at Webster and Ironton respectively, he located 
at Grafton, where he has practiced to the pres- 
ent time. In addition to a very fair practice, 
he is engaged successfully in the drug business 
in Grafton, and owns a farm in the vicinity of 
Thornton, to the supervision of which he gives 
Dr. Wilson 


and Emma, a daughter of Jarret Hagans, were 


some of his time and attention. 


united in marriage. 


So 


7 F {ILLIAM C. BYERS, a member of 

the leading dry-goods firm of Graf- 
ton, and a methodical and honest business 
man, who has filled faithfully and acceptably 
every mercantile and railroad position that he 
has held, is a son of Joseph and Susan M. 
(Kline) Byers, and was born at Shepherdstown, 
Jefferson county, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
August 7, 1851. His paternal grandfather, 
John Byers, whose immediate ancestors came 
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from near the celebrated battle-field of Blen- 
heim, in Germany, was a native of Pennsyl- 
hepherdstown, where he 
1858, at the age of eighty 


vania, and came to S 
died, about 1857 or 
He was a large 


years. land-holder, and an 


active business man, operating a saw mill and 
engaged iu seveial other enterprises. He was 
a man of fine physique, noted for courage and 
endurance, He 
served in the War of 1812, while his father had 
been a Revolutionary rte 
Lutheran and a whig, and took to wife a Miss 
Fulk, by whom he had four children: John, 


Joseph Byers 


and was a great fisherman. 


soldier, was a 


George, Joseph and Henry. 
(father) was born in Shepherdstown, in 1816, 
and has passed his life, so far, in that place, 
where he owned one hundred and fifty acres 
of choice land and a large flouring mill. He 
has been successively an old-line whig and 

conservative democrat in politics. He wedded 
Susan M. Kline, and they have a family of 
two sons and six daughters. Mrs. Byers is a 
daughter of Joseph Kline,a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, and one of the finest machinists of his 
day, who was successively a resident of Balti- 
‘more, Maryland; Shepherdstown, West Vir- 
ginia, and Sunbury, Pennsylvania, at which 
latter place he died. Mr. 
Miss South, and reared a family of nine chil- 


Kline married a 


dren, four sons and five daughters 

William C. Byers was reared and educated 
at Shepherdstown, and remembers clearly, 
although but a boy then, the great war scene 
of the valley of Virginia, while he retains a 
vivid impression of the great battle of Antie- 
tam, which he witnessed in the distance from 
his boyhood home. In 1867, he commenced 
life for himself as a clerk in the mercantile 
establishment of Howell and brother, of 
Jefferson After two 
years spent with that firm he was successively 


3—-7 
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employed in the same capacity by T. Homcha, 
of Kearneysville, for two years, and by F. T. 
for the 


Same 


Goode, of Shepherdstown, 


length of time. He then, in the spring of 
1875, went to Baltimore, and not finding em- 
ployment to suit him he was recommended 
y the whol n of Brosius 


10.1CS 
to his present Lae TLE. bee of Grafton, 


oy 


ale firm and company 
with whom he accepted a position on June 15 
of that year. Mr. 
until February 1, 1880, when he accepted the 


He remained with Davis 
position as cashier at Grafton for the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad company. In that 
new field of labor he soon became remarkably 
proficient and rendered the best of satisfaction 
for the period of thirteen months, at the end 
of which time he resigned to the regret of the 
company, who had come to regard his service 
as invaluable. His resignation was made in 
order to form his present partnership with T. 
E. Davis, of Grafton ; 


and the store management is under 


the firm name is Davis 
and Byers, 
Mr. 
large, 


They keep a 


Byers’ personal direction. 
fine and well-selected stock of dry 
goods and have a first-class patronage. Every 
foot of their large store-space is used for the 
disposition and exhibition of goods, while 
every arrangement and appointment possible 
has been made for the comfort and convenience 
of their patrons. Order and system, and taste 
and neatness prevail in every department, and 
are due to the management of Mr. Byers. 

On August 29, 1882, William C. Byers was 
united in marriage with Margaret M. Beery, a 
daughter of Benjamin Beery, of Grafton. Mr. 
and Mrs. Byers have four children, one son’ 
and three daughters: Karl D., Ella L., Minnie 
C.,and Margaret. , 

Mr. Byers is a staunch He acer and be- 
lieves ina high protective tariff as necessary 


to the growth and development of American 
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industries. 
a progressive business man, and has been a 
member and deacon of the Baptist church for 
some years. 
active commandery mason. He is a member 


of Mystic Lodge, No. 75, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Copestone Chapter, No. 12, Roval 


Arch Masons, and DeMolay Commandery, | 
He served for | 


No. 11, Knights Templar. 
several years as master of his lodge, as high- 


priest of his chapter, and is now treasurer of | 
William C. Byers is a man | 


his commandery. 
whose superior abilities are recognized and 
appreciated in the business world where his 
life has been spent. 
him many friends, is deservedly popular, and 


has established an honorable name among his | 


fellow-men. 
S 








HARLES F. W. KUNST, an ex-mayor 
and ex-postmaster of Grafton, and a busi- 


ness man who has commended himself to public _ 
attention by ability, experience and success, is | 


a son of George H. and Sallie (Gauer) Kunst 


and was born in Preston county, Virginia (now | 
His paternal 


West Virginia), June 13, 1832. 


grandfather, Conrad Kunst, was a native of | 
near Bremen, in Germany, where he passed | 
He was a lawyer by profession and | 


his life. 
wedded a lady who was a member of the 


French nobility. 
Kunst, was born near Bremen, in 1796, and 
received a fine education. 


the law. But preferring a business pursuit toa 


professional life, he came, between 1$20-and | 


1830, tothe extreme eastern part of Preston 
county, where he followed the general mer- 
cantile business up to 1835, in which year he 
went to Richmond, Virginia, and was engaged 


He is a public-spirited citizen and | 


Mr. Byers is a prominent and | 


He has gathered around | 


His son, George H. A. . 


His father intended | 
him for the profession of the law, and directed | 
his education partly with a view to fit him for | 


for some time in exporting tobacco to Ger- 
many. He then removed to Allegheny county, 
Maryland, and in 1843 came to Pruntytown, 
Taylor county, where he was engaged in the 


general mercantile business until his death in 


He was 





1875, at seventy-nine years of age. 


| an old-line whig and republican in politics, 
and a member of the English Lutheran church. 
He was prominent in local affairs and served 
one term as treasurer of Taylor county. He 
married Sallie Gauer, who was of German de- 
scent and who died February 2, 1887, in her 
eighty-second year. They had a family of 
| eight children, of whom six are living: Elnora, 
wife of John H. Batson, of Pruntytown; 
Louisa; Charles F. W., subject; Amelia; John 
H., of Pruntytown; and Dr. Albert H., a 
practicing physician of Weston, who served 





fourteen years as chief physician for the state 





asylum for the insane and resigned in 1888, to 
accept the vice-presidency and general man- 
agement of the Pittsburg and West Virginia 


railway. 

Charles F. W. Kunst received his education 
in Rector college at Pruntytown, and at an 
early age engaged in the mercantile business 
with his father, with whom he remained until 
1859, in which year he came to Grafton, where 
he conducted successfully a mercantile busi- 
ness for eighteen years. Since retiring from 

the general mercantile business in 1877, Mr. 
_ Kunst has been variously employed in differ- 

ent enterprises, some of which have been quite 
beneficial to the material and industrial inter- 
ests. Politically Mr. Kunst is a republican. 
-He served as mayor of Grafton in 1874 andin 
“7875, and was: pestmaster continuously from 
1876 to 1887, and while accepting moderately 
of official positions, yet is not an office-seeker 
or professional politician. He has been a 
member of the Lutheran church for many 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 





years, and is a prominent Mason, holding 
membership in Grafton Lodge, No. 15, Free 


and Accepted Masons, and Copestone Chap- | 


ter, No. 12, Royal Arch Masons. Mr. Kunst 
is a director of the Grafton Gas and Electric 


Light company, and the First National Bank | 


of Grafton, which his father helped to organize. 
He has been the arbiter of his own good for- 
tune, and his labor and his talents have won 
that large measure of business success which 
he enjoys. 

On June 2, 1859, Mr. Kunst wedded Cecelia 
Goff, a daughter of David Goff, of Beverly, 


who was an uncle of Judge Nathan Goff. Mrs. | 


Kunst was born July 1, 1832, and died Septem- | 
ber 17,1894. They had five children, four sons | 
and one daughter: George H. A., teller in the © 
First National Bank of Grafton; Hattie A.; | 
David G., who wedded Birdie Shurtleff, of | 


Fairmont, and is engaged in a mercantile es- 


tablishment; Dr. William H., who is now a | 


successful practitioner of Fairmont, West Vir- 
ginia, and who graduated from the Starling 
Medical college, Columbus, Ohio, in 189Q, 
with second honors in a class of one hundred 


and fifty members; Charles A. and Fred B.,a | 


clerk in Joyce and Kunst’s furniture store. 


——— 


H°*: MARMADUKE HERBERT 
DENT, of Grafton, associate judge of 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of Marshall M. and Mary 
Caroline (Roberts) Dent, and was born in the 


village of Granville (now Duke), on the | 


Monongahela river, two miles below Morgan- 
town, in Monongalia county, West Virginia, 
April 18, 1349. 

Judge Dent is of Welsh lineage; but his 
American ancestors were among the early 
settlers on the western slope of the Allegheny 
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mountains, and took a prominent part in the 
early wars of the country, and were among 
the pioneer families of Monongalia county, in 
the history of which they bear an honorable 
record. ; 

The mother of Judge Dent, from whom he 
inherits his personal appearance, religious 
belief, and positiveness of character, was of 
New England Puritan stock. She was the 
daughter of Dr. I. W. Roberts and Hetty 
Strong Roberts, of Quincy, Massachusetts. 
Dr. Roberts was known as the first abolitionist 
in Monongalia county, and, as such, was quite 
a curiosity in a slave-holding community, was 
one of the founders of the republican party, 
and always adhered to it. 
to the convention of 1860 that nominated 


He was a delegate 


Abraham Lincoln, although at that time the 
republican party had no organization in the 
then state of Virginia, and its membership 
was so few in numbers, despised and _ per- 
secuted, that they dared not let their political 
faith be known. At the succeeding election 
he took one friend, over whom he had an 
influence, went to the polls, at the court- 
house at Morgantown, as soon as opened, 
and cast his vote for the Lincoln electors, 
of whom he was one, and then hastily retired 
to escape the persecution of his political 
enemies, the whigs and democrats. Lincoln 
tendered him the post-office at Morgantown, 
but, on account of the prejudice against the 
republican party and abolitionists, he did not 
dare accept it, but issued a circular renounc- 
ing it. 

The early years of Judge Dent were passed 
in Morgantown, where he prepared for en- 
trance into the West Virginia University, 
which had been established in 1867, by con- 
gressional endowments, where he graduated 
in 1870, the sole first graduate of that institu- 
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tion. His uncle, Francis M. Chalfant, of | 


Weston, Lewis county, 


regents, secured his appointment as a state | 
cadet, and furnished him with the means | 


to enable him to complete his education. 
Immediately after his graduation he took a 


position as teacher in the public schools of | 


Pruntytown, where he remained until 1873, 
when he entered the Clerk’s office as deputy 
clerk of the Circuit and County Courts, under 
Adolphus Armstrong, chief clerk. About 
the same time he was commissioned by the 


governor a notary public, and was appointed | 


by the Circuit Court a master in chancery, and 
by the County Court a commissioner of ac- 
counts, and continued in these offices until 
his increasing law practice compelled his 
resignation. He remained for two years in 
the clerk’s office, devoting his spare time 
to the study of law, and, in 1875, was ad- 
mitted to the bar, and opened an office in 
Grafton for the practice of his profession. 
In the campaign of 1876 he was the candi- 
date of the democratic party for prosecuting 
attorney, and was defeated by only ninety-six 
votes, although the county was largely re- 
publican, and he was opposed, not only by 
the republican nominee, but by an indepen- 
dent democratic candidate, who received one 
hundred and fifty votes. Mr. Dent was mar- 
ried October 11, 1876, to Miss Mary J. 
Warder, eldest daughter of Dr. A. S. Warder 
and Sarah (Irwin) Warder, of Pruntytown, 
West Virginia. In the spring of 1877 he was 
elected a member of the town council and 
town clerk of the town of Grafton, and was 
also re-elected town attorney, which latter 
position he held until he was elected to his 
In the 
spring of 1885 he was elected a member and 


present position on the judicial bench. 


secretary of the school board, and served as 


then one of the | 


| 
i} 





such until the summer of 1893. In 1884 he 
was democratic nominee for the legislature, 
and in 1888 for prosecuting attorney, but was 
defeated at the polls by a small majority both 
times, though receiving many votes outside 
of his party. In 1892 he was selected by the 
people’s party as a non-partisan candidate for 
judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals of the 
state for the long, or twelve-year term. Being 
a democrat, he afterward received the nomi- 
nation of his own party, and was elected by a 
majority of 8,500 votes, receiving not only 
the combined support of the democratic and 
people’s parties, but also scattering indepen- 
dent and republican votes throughout the 
State. 


public servant has been thoroughly tested and 


His reputation as a lawyer and a 


fully established in the community in which 
he resides. Religiously, Judge Dent is a man 
of the strictest convictions. Reared under 
the influence of the old Calvin school of 
religion, morals and discipline, he belongs 
to the Presbyterian church, and carries with 
him, in his every day-life, the resultant effects 
of his early teaching. While unswerving in 
his opinion regarding dogma, he is at the 
same time one of the most kindly-hearted of 
the Christian workers of the State. Heisa 
superintendent and teacher in the Sabbath 
school, and a zealous member of the Society 
of Christian Endeavor, and one of the most 
exact disciplinarians in his own life and con- 
duct. He spares nothing from himself that he 
would put upon others. He has, during his 
active and practical life, been a total abstainer 
from the use of either spirits or tobacco in 
any form. In his politics he has many friends 
outside of his own party. Not only did the 
democratic party give him its hearty support, 
but the people’s party also had such ad- 


miration for him and his sympathy for the 
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OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 


alliance and its effort for the betterment of | 


the industrial classes, and the farming com- | 


munity especially, that, in addition to nomi- 
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inent and influential in the councils and work 
of the democratic party. Hewas the nominee 


of his party in 1894, for the office of state 


nating him, he was given the entire people’s | 


party vote. 


Judge Dent is a firm believer in | 


the legal and moral equality of the sexes. | 


His term of office began on the first day of 


January, 1893, and will terminate on Decem- | 
Blessed with good health and | 


ber 31, 1904. 


the capacity for hard, diligent, professional | 


work, he is in every way grandly equipped 
for the high place he now occupies. 





S 





ILLIAM R. D. DENT, an attorney, of 
Grafton, Taylor county, West Virginia, 

and a brother of Judge Marmaduke H. Dent, 
whose sketch appears above, was born April 
21, 1852, in Morgantown, Monongalia county, 
West Virginia. 


the common schools of Morgantown, and in 


He received his education in 


the old Monongalia academy at the same | 


place. He engaged in the drug business, at 
Weston, Lewis county, this State, for a time, 
and then took up the study of law in the 
office of Edward Edmiston, of this county, 
and was admitted to the bar of Taylor county 
in 1877, where he devoted his entire attention 
to the practice of his profession up to Presi- 
dent Cleveland’s first term, when he was ap- 
pointed deputy internal revenue collector 
under Colonel John T. McGraw, of Grafton, 
and remained in that capacity during the 
incumbency of the latter, a term of four 
years. At the expiration of this time he 
formed a law partnership with his brother, 
Marmaduke H. Dent, which partnership con- 
tinued until he, the brother, was elected to the 
position he now holds, in 1893, since which 
time he has practiced on his own account. 
Politically, he takes an active part, and is prom- 


| 





senator, in the Eleventh senatorial district, 
composed of Monongalia, Preston, and Taylor 
counties, and was secretary of the congres- 
sional committee in the famous campaign of 
1894, in the Second congressional district of 
West Virginia. 

In Masonic circles he stands deservedly 
high. He is a member of Grafton Lodge, 
No. 15, A. F. and A. M., of which he is past 
master ; Copestone Chapter, No. 12, which 
he served a number of years as secretary ; 
and of Crusade Commandery, No. 6, of Fair- 
mont. 

ne eee ea 

R™: ISAAC A. BARNES, a pleasant, 

scholarly gentleman, and the able and 
efficient pastor of Grafton Methodist Protes- 
tant (Memorial) church, is a son of Isaac N. 
and Margaret (Holland) Barnes, and was born 
near Fairmont, Marion county, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), August 28, 1857. The early 
history of the Barnes family and its genealogy 
is given in the sketch of Thomas H. Barnes, of 
Palatine, which appears in this volume. Isaac 
N. Barnes (father) was born near Fairmont in 
1824, and died there March 20, 1880. He 
followed teaming in early life, hauling goods 
from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, to Clarksburg, 
this State, before the building of the railroad 
in this section. After his marriage he turned 
his attention to farming, in which he was suc- 
cessful and prosperous. He was a whig and 
republican in politics, being one of the early 
abolitionists of the State. He was a consistent 
member of the Methodist Protestant church, 
and married Margaret Holland, a daughter of 
Allen Holland, of Monongalia county. They 
reared a family of three sons and five daugh- 
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ters. Mrs. Barnes is a member of the old and 


numerous 
county, whose early history contains much of 
romantic interest. Jacob Holland, the founder 
of the family, and the maternal great-grand- 
father of Rev. Isaac A. Barnes, was a native 
of Baltimore, Maryland, and paid his addresses 
toa Miss Mollie Smith, who discarded him 
because he entered the Continental army, in 


Holland family of Monongalia — 


ginia. After one year’s service there he was 
sent to Newburg, Preston county, as pastor of 
that charge, and in 1882 was returned to Har- 
risville and St. Mary’s as regular pastor, where 
he served acceptably and profitably until 1883. 
In that year he took charge of the Weston 
mission, and succeeded in building it up into 


a regular church, which he organized and 


| served until 1887, when he was compelled to 


which he served under Washington, until the | 


close of the Revolutionary struggle. 


At the | 


close of the war he married a Miss Riggs, and | 


to this union were born two sons, one of whom | 


became prominent in political life in Maryland. | 


His wife died in a few years after their marriage, | 


and he again paid his addresses to Mollie Smith, | 


whose loyalty to King George had so far | 


weakened at the close of the Revolution that | 


she accepted him, and they were married. 


After marriage they removed to Monongalia | 


county, where their descendants are numerous. 
Their son, Allen Holland (maternal grand- 
father), was born in Monongalia county, where 


he was a prosperous farmer, and died in 1869, | 


aged eighty-eight years. 
a republican, and had been a consistent mem- 
ber of the Methodist Protestant church for 
many years before his death. 


He was a whig and 


Isaac A. Barnes was reared in Marion county, 
and received his education in the Fairmont 
State Normal school, the Methodist Protestant 


Theological seminary of Westminster college, | 


and the Western Maryland college. 
sued his theological studies at the two colleges, 


He pur- 


where he completed his educational course, 
and was ordained to the ministry of the Meth- 
odist Protestant church August 30, 1879. His 
first regular pastoral services were at Harris- 
ville and St. Mary’s charge as associate pastor 
with Rev. E. J. Wilson, now president of the 
Methodist Protestant conference of West Vir- 





retire temporarily from the ministry on account 
of throat troubles. During this enforced re- 
tirement from the active ministry, which lasted 
for three years, he taught school and partly 
served Wellsville church during the last year. 
In 1891 feeling again able for active work, he 
became pastor of Grafton Memorial church, 
with which he has labored faithfully and suc- 
cessfully ever since. Rev. Mr. Barnes has 
broken the bread of life acceptably to his 
people, and is a faithful laborer in the cause of 
Christianity. 

On June 16, 1880, Mr. Barnes married Mar- 
garet Linn, whose father, Robert Linn, is a 
resident of Benton’s Ferry. To their union 
have been born five children: Jena L., de- 
ceased, Fred N., Frank R., Herbert Spencer 
and Mary. 

Rev. Isaac A. Barnes is a prohibitionist in 
politics, and a member of Weston Lodge, No. 
98, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Knights 
of Golden Eagle, Lookout Council, No. 38, 
Junior Order United American Mechanics, 
and Ellenboro Lodge, No. 1, Independent 
Order of Good Templars. He is a courteous 
and sociable gentleman, who has the respect 
of all who know him regardless of church 
creed or denomination. 





Padi 
R. JAMES H. HUMPHREY, a medical 
practitioner, located one mile west of 
Meadland, in Booth’s creek district, Taylor 
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county, West Virginia, a son of M.T.and Susan 


(Thurston) Humphrey, was born near Rich- | 


mond, Virginia, September 14, 1831. 


Humphreys’ trans-Atlantic home was in the © 


celebrated ‘‘ Highlands” of Scotland, whence 
three brothers emigrated to America during 
the French and Indian War. One of these 
brothers was Colonel David Humphrey, who 
settled in Albemarle county, Virginia, where 


The | 


_ Buckhannon, and Dr. John F. Strickler, of 


Overfield, Barbour county, he entered the 
medical department of the University of Vir- 


ginia, where he studied one year. The fol- 


| lowing year, 1857, he began to practice at 


Buckhannon. Here, however, he remained but 


_ a short time, until he located at Cairo, Ritchie 


he pursued the combined avocations of mill- | 


ing, farming and merchandizing until his | 
death, which occurred about 1804. The other | 
brothers also located in the“ Old Dominion,” | 


and their numerous descendants are numbered | 


among the thrifty and substantial citizenship | 


of various states of the Union. 
phrey served with distinction throughout the 
Revolutionary War. He was in Washington’s 
army, and held the rank of colonel. His 
marriage resulted in the birth of eight chil- 
dren. 

M. T. Humphrey was born at North Gar- 


David Hum- | 


den, Albemarle county, Virginia, February | 
_ Friendship Lodge, No. 8, Independent Order 
| of Odd Fellows. 


22, 1802, and died at Buckhannon, Upshur 


county, West Virginia. In early life he was 


employed as a tobacconist and miller, but | 


after moving to Upshur county, he resided | 


upon and cultivated a farm. 


He married | 


Susan Thurston, a daughter of William Thurs- | 


ton, a prosperous farmer of Virginia, and to 


county, this State, where he practiced continu- 
ously for a period of nineteen years. In 1876 
he removed to Booth’s creek district, Taylor 
county, same State, his present place of resi- 
dence. Dr. Humphrey has been engaged in 
the practice of medicine for nearly half a cen- 
tury, but is now, owing to advanced years and 
declining health, gradually retiring from the 
exacting and arduous duties of an active and 
successful professional career. 

He has also made a specialty of the study 
and practice of gynecology, in which branch 
of the medical science he has attained even 
more success than as a general practitioner. 
He is a member of the West Virginia State 
Medical Society, and is a past grand of 


On November 15, 1857, he married Nancy, 
a daughter of Adam Gaines, of Harrison 
county, West Virginia, by whom he has five 


children: Mary S., the wife of Emery S. 


| Strothers, of Harrison county; Frances J., 


them were born five children: Robert,a citizen | 


of Elk City, Barbour county, West Virginia; | 
Malissa, the wife of John Hogger, of Upshur | 
county, this State; Minerva, deceased, was | 


the wife of Samuel B. Fretwell, of Loudoun 
county, Virginia; and Dr. James B. Hum- 


phrey. 


In 1852 Dr. Humphrey entered upon the | 


study of medicine. After having read three 


full years under the preceptorship of two | 


learned physicians, Dr. George G. White, of 





the wife of J. E. Hibbs, of Taylor county; 
Clara V., the wife of J. E. McElroy, of this 
county; James R.; and Thomas J. 


ROF. THOMAS JACKSON HUMPH- 
REY, late superintendent of the free 
schools of Taylor county, and present princi- 
pal of the West Grafton schools, enjoys the 
popular distinction of being a successful and 
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be made or accepted as the gift of any politi- 
cal party. 
Nancy (Gaines) Humphrey, and was born at 
Cairo, Ritchie county, West Virginia, January 
25, 1867. 

Professor Humphrey received his element- 
ary education in the public schools and 
the Fairmont State Normal school, from 
which excellent educational institution he 
was graduated in the class of 1887. After 
graduation he entered at once on the pro- 
fession of teaching. 
at Meadland and two terms at Middletown, 


He is ason of Dr. James B. and | 


He taught one term | 


in Taylor county, and then became princi- | 
pal of the Webster schools, which position | 


he held from 1890 to 1892. In the latter 


year he was elected principal of the West | 


Grafton schools, which position he has held | 


ever since, and whose duties he has fully dis- 
In 
1892 he was elected county superintendent, and 


charged to the satisfaction of his patrons. 


served acceptably his term of two years, which | 


expired in 1894, when he declined a renomi- | 


nation on the ground that it was too import- | 


ant an educational office to be taken 
politics and awarded as the gift of the political 
party in power. 

During his superintendency he introduced 
the system of district institutes into Taylor 


county, whereby the public schools and | 


their teachers have been greatly benefited. 
with Professor Wilkinson, at Beverly, Ran- 


of the Fairmont State Normal school, at 
West Union, Doddridge county. He has 
been for several years a member of the 
Baptist church, in which he is an active 
Sunday-school worker. 


into | 


i rire : : . | 
prominent educator, who holds and practices | 


the belief that an educational office should not | 


Professor Humphrey is a close student, a 
logical reasoner, and a convincing speaker. 
His aim is to keep in the line of educational 
progress, and he has made the West Grafton 
schools to be among the most progressive 
schools in the northern part of the State. 
Earnest, enthusiastic and energetic, active, lib- 
eral and progressive, Professor Humphrey 
ranks with the foremost educators of West 
Virginia. 


pees JOHN H. KUNST, ex-recorder of 
Taylor county, and ex-member of the 
West Virginia legislature, and a prominent 
and highly respected citizen and business man 
of Pruntytown, is a son of George Henry Au- 
gustus and Sallie (Gauer) Kunst, and was 
born in Preston county, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), October 2, 1842. 

George Henry Augustus Kunst was born 
at Sadda, on the river Elbe, in Prussia, Ger- 
many, March 12, 1796. 

When quite a boy he was elected first 
lieutenant of a rifle company, and served in 
the wars against Napoleon, distinguishing 
himself at the battle of Elbe. At the close 


| of the war he was engaged as a clerk in a 





_ interests. 
In 1894 he did valuable county institute work | 


mercantile establishment at Bremen, and 
soon won the confidence of his employers. 
In 1823 the firm sent him to -the United 
States to look after some of its business 
After satisfactorily attending to 


the business entrusted to his care he re- 


| solved to make the new world his home. 
dolph county, and Professor Barnes, principal | 


He soon found employment as a_ book- 
keeper for a large tobacco firm in Rich- 
mond, Virginia. He remained in Richmond 
only a few years and immigrated to Alle- 
gany county, Maryland, and pursued for a 


time a land-agency business, but soon drifted 
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into mercantile pursuits, which he followed in | 
that county for atime, and then in Preston | 
county until 1843, the date of his coming to 
Pruntytown, where, with the exception of a | 
short time, during which he lived in Wheel- | 
ing, he followed merchandizing until death 
closed his industrious and successful business 


career on July 9, 1875. 
He was a reading man, well informed on | 


all subjects and the current events and pro- 
gress of the times, was liberal-minded, charit- 
able and public-spirited; always true to the 
country of his adoption, taking an active part 
in the formation of the new commonwealth of 
West Virginia. He was an ardent advocate 
of the public schools, and was deeply interested 
in every effort that tended to the development | 


of the resources and promotion of the pros- 
perity of the State. 
beauty of his Christian character was one of | 


The simplicity and 


his most distinguishing characteristics, and 
his devoted attachment to his family made his 
home a model. His mother was of French 
Huguenot stock, and no doubt many of his 
sterling qualities of character were inherited 
from her. 

John H. Kunst was educated in the sub- 
scription schools, and in 1865, at the age of 
twenty-three years, was elected by the repub- 
lican party to the office of county recorder for 
aterm of four years, and after an interval of 
four years, during which he was engaged in 
merchandizing, he was re-elected. At the ex- 
piration of his second term as recorder he went 
into the mercantile business, and has followed 
it to the present time. In addition to this he 
has bought and sold considerable real estate 
in the county. In the autumn of 1876 he 
was elected to the state legislature of the state, 
and at the end of that time declined a renomi- | 
nation. On March 2, 1871, Mr. Kunst mar- 





ried a lady of Allegany county, near Cumber- 


| land, Maryland. Six children bless this mar- 
riage: Sallie; George H. A., a graduate of 


the West Virginia State University at Mor- 
gantown; Albert R.; Frank B.; Charles F. 


| W.; and Ralph S. 





o—_——_ 


OUIS HAYMOND, a descendant of one 

of the oldest families of West Virginia, 

is a son of John and Rebecca (Wilson) Hay- 

mond, and was born April 14, 1822, in Taylor 

county, West Virginia, about four miles from 
Grafton, in Wickwire district. 

Owen H. Haymond, grandfather, was a 
native of England, who, with three brothers, 
emigrated, almost a generation prior to the 
Revolutionary War, to what is now Marion 
county, West Virginia. They were among the 
first settlers in that county. He entered the 
Revolutionary War, and, because of his bravery 
on the field of battle, and his soldierly bearing, 
John 
Haymond, father, was born in a fort in Marion 


was promoted to the rank of major. 


county, his father and family having taken 
refuge in the fort to protect themselves against 
the Indians. From that county he removed 
to Taylor county, and settled in Wickwire 
district, where he died in 1862, at the age of 
eighty-two years. 

Louis Haymond was the youngest of a 
family of six boys and three girls. He was 
born ona farmand reared a farmer boy ; avail- 
ing himself of such meagre advantages for 
securing an education as the undeveloped con- 
dition of his county at that day afforded. He 
followed farming as an avocation until 1853, 
when, for four years, he was engaged in lum- 
bering in Taylor county. He was engaged 
for a long service of eleven years in the em- 


| ploy of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad com- 


pany as a conductor. He is at present engaged 
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as stock-buyer in the employ of the firm of 


L. M. Boyles and Company, of Grafton. In | 
political faith Mr. Haymond is a republican, © 
_ under the instruction of Jesse Cartright, of 


and has served twenty-four years as magistrate 

in Taylor county, sixteen years of them in 

Grafton, and eight in the country district. 

He has also served five terms as mayor of 
Grafton. 

fea okie Staae 

ATRICK JUDGE, chief train dispatcher 

of the Parkersburg and Wheeling divi- 

sion of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, anda 

prominent citizen of Grafton, Taylor county, 

West Virginia, is ason of Thomas and Honora 

(Hughes) Judge, and was born in Allegany 

county, Maryland, February 9, 1850. The 

parents of Mr. Judge were both born in Ire- 


land, but came to America in 1846. Hesoon | 
| was removed to Cameron, and Mr. Judge 


afterward entered the service of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad company on the Parkers- 
burg and Wheeling division, and after serving 
them faithfully for a good long period, was 
put on the retired list of that company, and is 
now living at Glover’s Gap, Marion county, 
this State. 

Patrick Judge attended the common schools 
of Marion county, but his father being a man 
of limited means, he was unable to give him 
many advantages for securing an educational 
training ; he was forced at an early age to go 
to work to help support the family. On the 
4th of March, 1866, he commenced working 
under the employ of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad as atrack hand. Shortly afterward 
he was promoted, because of the trust reposed 
in him, to the position of track foreman and 
was put in charge of the first section of the 
old Hempfield road, now under a portion of 
the Baltimore and Ohio system, taking charge 
of the section when the road was purchased 
by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. He 





was possessed of a commendable ambition 
and a desire to succeed, and while holding 
that position took up the study of telegraphy 


Glover’s Gap. After gaining some proficiency 
in the art, he was offered and accepted a 
position the capacity of operator at 
Bridgeport, on the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, near Cumberland, and for about 


in 


three years more was engaged at various 
points on the road between Cumberland 
and Connellsville, with headquarters at the 
latter place. He then for four years was 
located at Littleton on the main line of the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and then, after 
a short time at Glover’s Gap, entered the 
train dispatcher’s. office at Fairmont, and 


remained there one year, when the office 


went there and remained four years at 
that place. When the dispatcher’s offices 
of the third, fourth and fifth divisions, with 
headquarters at Cameron, Terra Alta, and 
Central, were all concentrated at Grafton, 
Mr. Judge was placed in the office, and 
after a short service was promoted to the 
office of chief train dispatcher, the position he 
He has supervision of the Par- 
Mr. Judge 
politically is a republican and takes an active 


now holds. 
kersburg and Wheeling division. 


interest in the affairs and for the success of his 
party. The marriage of Mr. Judge and Miss 
Eliza, daughter of James Murphy, of Fairmont, 
took place on September 15, 1883, and has 
resulted in the birth of the following children : 
Annie, Mary, Jessie, deceased, and Edna. 

No abilities, however splendid, can com- 
mand success without intense labor and per- 
severing application. The life sketch of Mr. 
Judge is an object lesson of what can be 
accomplished by hard work and perseverance. 
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REDERICK BERNHOLD, a typical rep- 
resentative of that frugal German element 





to which this country owes much of its substan- 
tial thrift and prosperity, is a son of Charles 
and Caroline (Ebbecke) Bernhold, and was 
born, July 24, 1832, at Minden, Westphalia, 
Germany. His father, Charles Bernhold, died 
in the land of his nativity, on the banks of the 
Rhine. Caroline 
Ebbecke, daughter of a minister in the Luth- 


His marital alliance with 


eran church, resulted in the birth of six chil- 
dren: .Charles, deceased; Frederick, Bertha> 
Ida, deceased ; Clara; and Augusta, who mar- 
ried August Veise, now deceased. 

Frederick Bernhold attended school in his 
native land, and then learned the trade of a 
confectioner. 
grated to the United States, landing at the 
city of Baltimore, where he followed his trade, 
and also learned the trade of a baker. 


i 


coln, when he was elected the second time, 
and he has adhered strictly to the party of 
Lincoln and Grant ever since. In political 
matters he evinces the interest of an intelli- 
gent and active citizen, and is a strict member 


of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
—————$. => 


ILLIAM L. SHIELDS, a prosperous 
merchant of Flemington, West Vir- 
ginia, is a son of John and Sarah (Webb) 
Shields, and was born near Tyrconnell, Taylor 
county, West Virginia, December 28, 1834. 


' Seeking a wider field for individual action and 


At the age of twenty he emi- 


He 


remained there five years, when he resolved to 


see more of his adopted country, and accord- 


years plied his vocation in Milwaukee, Wis- — 


consin ; he then returned to the “ Monumental | 
| pioneer home about 1801, and died July 8, 


City,” and for eight years made it his home. 


In 1866, after a short stay in each of the cities | 


of Newberne, North Carolina, and Washing- 


ton, D. C., he located in Grafton, and took a | 
_ and ability and was eminently successful in 


position as baker at the Grafton House. 


In 1870, having by dint of strict economy | 


and sobriety saved enough money, he went | 


into the baking and confectionery business on | 


his own account, and about one year later — 
removed to his present location on Latrobe | 


street. Mr. Bernhold has been successful in 


business, and has accumulated considerable | 
realty, among which is a two-thirds interest | 


in the McCormick block, one of the finest 
business blocks in the city of Grafton. Mr. 


Bernhold’s first vote was for Abraham Lin- | 


ingly traveled west, and for one and one-half John, William Harrison, Daniel 


more personal liberty than was offered in their 
native country, William Shields’ grandfather, 
and his brother Robert, left Ireland and crossed 
the Atlantic and located on adjoining farms 
near what is now Tyrconnell, Taylor county, 
West Virginia. 
Knichlow, and became the father of six 
children, three sons and three daughters: 
K., Mary 
Ann, Elizabeth and Jane, now all deceased. 
John Shields, father, was born in his father’s 


Here he married Margaret 


1872. He took up and pursued farming and 
stock-raising and stock-dealing all his life. 


He was a man of considerable business tact 


his line, owning eight hundred acres of good 
farming and grazing land in the vicinity of 
Tyrconnell, and a large farm in addition in the 
state of Illinois. He was a man of strong 
will-power and indomitable energy, as is 
evidenced from the fact that, though an invalid 
for the last twenty years of his life, yet he did 
not withdraw from business nor neglect it in 
any detail. He was a devoted and consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 


and a man who took a normal interest in the 
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political affairs of the day, serving one term 
in the capacity of collector of his district. 


| ; : 
_continued such to the present time. 


On March 21, 1834, he married Sarah S., 


a daughter of Thomas and Susan Webb. Mrs. 


Sarah S. (Webb) Shields was born in Harrison | 


county, Virginia (now West Virginia), on 
August 21, 1811, and died near Tyrconnell, 


on February 2, 18qI. 
From her obituary, written by Rev. B. F. 


Bailey, we copy the following extract: “She | 


was converted in the seventeenth year of her | 


age, and united with the Methodist Episcopal | 


church, and remained a pious and useful mem- | 


ber therein until 1844, when her beloved hus- 
band sought and obtained religion and joined 
the Methodist Protestant church,and she then 
united with him in church fellowship, by cer- 
tificate, where they lived useful, pious, and 
honorable members in the church of their 


choice until the days of their peaceful deaths. | 


No sister on the Webster circuit gave more 
money or other gifts for church purposes than 
sister Shields. Oh, how much she will be 
missed in the family, in the church, and in the 
neighborhood!” To their marriage union were 
born eight children, as follows: William L.; 
Margaret, who was twice married, first time to 
Leonidas McDonald, and her last union was 
with Joseph Bailey ; John W., deceased ; Sarah 


Elizabeth, wife of Andrew W. Nestor; Prudy | 


Ann, deceased ; Emma, died in infancy; Mar- 
tin L., whose sketch appears elsewhere, and 
another. 

William L. Shields was reared on his father’s 
farm, and educated in the subscription schools 
of the neighborhood. He followed the pur- 
suits of husbandry until 1875, when he took 


charge of a store at Flemington, operated on | 


a co-operative plan by the order of the Grange. 
It was run as such for seven years, when Mr. 
Shields, through a purchase of the stock, 
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oh 


became sole owner and proprietor, and has 
The 
store is a first-class mercantile establishment, 
with a stock of not less than three thousand 
dollars. In addition to his mercantile inter- 
ests he owns a good farm, about two miles 
from Flemington, containing one hundred and 
fifty acres, underlaid with a good quality of 
coking-coal. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Shields is a 
republican, and at present is president of the 
board of education, and register of voters. 
During the late Civil War he was a member of 
the state militia. 

Fraternally, he is a member in good stand- 
ing of the following bodies: Union Lodge, 
No. 152, I. O. O. F., of which he is warden‘ 
and is a charter member, Blue Flower Tribe, 
No. 22, Improved Order of Red Men, of which 
he is sachem ; and is vice-grand of the Lodge 
of Knights of Pythias. 

—_Ss 
R. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PAYNE, 
a graduate of Jefferson Medical college, 





and who was actively and successfully en- 
gaged in the practice of medicine for nearly 
a quarter of a century, and who ranks as one 
of the most reliable and intelligent citizens of 
Taylor county, West Virginia, is a son of 
Francis and Patsy (Withers) Payne, and was 
born in Fauquier county, Virginia, December 
25, 1820. 

The Payne family traces its ancestry to 
England, whence four brothers emigrated to 
America in 1700, and settled at Falmouth, 
Virginia, where they figured prominently in 
the colonial history of that state. One or 
more of them filled the office of tobacco in- 


spector for a number of years. One of these 


| brothers was the paternal great-grandfather of 


the subject of this sketch, and was twice mar- 
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ried. His first marriage was with a Miss 
Jones, who was of Welsh extraction, and who 
bore him six children: John, William, Francis, 
David, Sally and Lettie. Some years after 


her death, he wedded Miss Turner, by whom | 


he had six children: Sally, Thomas, James, 
Mollie, Lewis and George. 

Francis Payne, grandfather, was born in 
King George county, Virginia, in 1737, and 
died in Fauquier county, that state, in 1816. 
He owned a large plantation, which he culti- 
vated by slave labor, and was regarded as one 
of the most thrifty and substantial citizens of 
his State. His marital union with a Miss 


Jet, a lady of Welsh origin, resulted in the | 


birth of eight children: William, Nancy, Pres- 
ley, Jesse, James, Sally, Lucy and Francis. 
Francis Payne, father, was also a native of 
the “ Old Dominion,” born in Fauquier county, 
July 6, 1781. He, like his ancestors, was an 


extensive plantation farmer, owning one thou- | 


sand acres of land near Orleans, upon which 
he employed a vast number of slaves. 
also, in conjunction with his agricultural in- 
terests, operated a grist-mill and a tannery, 
and in these combined business enterprises 


was uniformly successful. His first matrimo- 


_ nial alliance was with Patsy Withers, who | 
Dr.. | 


became the mother of eleven children: 
Amos, deceased, who was a successful prac- 
ticing physician of Orleans at the time of his 
death, and whose son, Burton Payne, is now 
an able district judge of Chicago, Illinois; 
Kittie, the wife of Captain Mason Hurst, died 


without issue; Francis, died in early man- | 


hood; Eliza, married August Reger, and re- 
moved to Clarksburg, West Virginia, where 
they both died; Alexander, died in early 
boyhood ; Patsy, married Frank Fisher—they 
both died in Fauquier county; James, who 
died in early life, and whose son, Dr. Amos 


He | 








| cated upon a farm near 


Payne, is now a successful medical practitioner 


| of Chicago; Dr. Benjamin Franklin, subject ; 


Lucy Mildred, became the wife of A. Hurst, 
a resident of Fauquier county; Marshall, de- 
ceased, a prominent and successful farmer of 
Fauquier county, was twice married, and 
reared a large and interesting family. His 
second and last marriage was with Margaret 
Ball, by whom he had six children, three of 
whom are living: Emma, John Ball and Wil- 
liam Douglass. 

Dr. Benjamin Franklin Payne, after obtain- 
ing a good academic education, entered upon 
the study of medicine, and after spending the 
required time in a physician’s office reading, 
he entered the medical department of the 
University of Virginia, where he studied one 
year. The following year he entered the 
Jefferson Medical college, at Philadelphia, 
from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1852. 

Prior to his graduation, in 1846, he engaged 
in practice at Pruntytown, Taylor county, 
West Virginia, where he practiced for a time, 
and then located at Boothsville, Marion 
county, this State. In March, 1855, he lo- 
Meadland, upon 
which he hag since resided. He was a care- 
ful and conscientious practitioner of medicine, 
and had a large and appreciative clientele; 
but in 1870 he relinquished the arduous and 
exacting duties of his profession to engage in 
agricultural pursuits, to which he has since 
devoted his entire time and attention. He 
owns a farm of eight hundred acres, situated 
near Meadland, which is well improved and 
under a good state of cultivation. 

A thorough gentleman and a consistent 
Christian, he has been identified with the 
Baptist church since 1856, and for a number 
of years has been a prominent member of the 
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Masonic fraternity. He was formerly an old- | tive of Scotland; but, in the latter part 


line whig, but upon the organization of the | 


present republican party, in 1856, became | 


identified with that organization. During the 
darkest days of the Rebellion, when the Union 


his life. 


was fraught on every hand with the dangers | 


of dismemberment, and most sorely needed | 


friends, Dr. Payne was found among her most 


earnest and stanch supporters, and to her | 


support he contributed freely of both his time | 


and means, and in recognition of his valuable | 


services, Governor Pierpont tendered him the | 


position of surgeon inthe United States army, | 


which he respectfully declined. 

On October 15, 1853, Dr. Payne married 
Henrietta, a daughter of John Goff, of Harri- 
son county, this State, and a cousin of Judge 


Nathan B. Goff, a distinguished jurist and | 


lawyer of Clarksburg, this State. 


The prog: | 


eny of this union is three children: Jed Goff, © 
born July 13, 1854, educated in the West | 
Virginia State University, taught school two | 


years, and is now engaged in farming, and the | 


closely-related industries of grazingand stock- | 


raising. He is a member of and is now serv- | 


ing as deacon of the Baptist church. On — 


August 29, 1889, he married Miss Reed, who 
died November Ig, 1891; 


Waldo Withers, | 


born June 24, 1856, also educated in the West | 


Virginia State University, and taught school 
a few years; Mary Carleton, born August 26, 
1860. 





o———- 


EORGE F. CLARK, a reliable manufac- 
turer of harness and saddles, and a rep- 


Virginia, is a son of Robert H. and Susan 


of the last century, settled in Lewis county, 
Virginia, where he passed the remainder of 
Robert H Clark was born in Lewis 
county in 1814, and died at Astor, Taylor 
county, this State, in 1877, having resided 
there continuously since 1863. He was a 
wheelwright by trade, which trade he pursued 
until 1850, when engaged in merchandizing 
He fol- 


lowed this line of business successfully until 


at Georgetown, in his native county. 


1875, retiring from business two years prior to 
his death. For many years he was a member 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, but, in 
1865, he severed his relations with that or- 
ganization to associate himself with the Free- 
Will Baptist church, in which he was a valued 
Ta 
his political proclivities he was a republican ; 


member and an earnest and faithful worker. 


staunch and firm in his convictions, he took 
an intelligent and a lively interest in the ad- 
vancement and success ofthe republican party. 
He married Miss Susan Reins, a native of 
Lewis county, who was born in 1813, and 
Mr. and Mrs. 
the parents of twelve children, four of whom 


died in 1893. Clark became 


died in infancy: Annette, died in early chiid- 
hood; Harriett, deceased, was the wife of 
David Harden; D , deceased, was the 
wife of David S. Roach; A———— 
was the wife of John S. Summers; John W., 


, deceased, 


a soldier of the late war, died at Grafton, 
West Virginia, in 1863 ; Rebecca A. married 
Marshal Barley, a farmer of this county; Win- 


field died in boyhood; Sarah M. died at the 
resentative citizen of Taylor county, West 


(Reins) Clark, and was born near Weston, | 
Lewis county, Virginia (now West Virginia), | 


December 2, 1854. 


His paternal grandfather, Clark, was a na- | 


| 


age of sixteen; George F., subject; Rudolph 
H., deceased, and James L., who enlisted in 
the United States army in January, 1880, and 
died at Fort Garland, Colorado, the following 
June. 

George F. Clark obtained his mental train- 





ea ' 
£ j ug , brsitc 1 svi 
iftee viwines Jeal edi To 
‘ 7 i .- fe J 
wil : 7 Sf sIShw |2wgQuy 
i" redo yj oul % 
‘ e ; 13c087) tt n 
ib - rPRY vinuad 
' . 
aA Xtal Hate. ne WNOD 
$ x : ‘ 
j x 4 om | vVietiot wna F vets 
ib we tlonwisedy 
Oirs Noll oeGt inay 
® 7 _ - 
ish Hien auil oi pewodopinod t5 
{ , > one sal te sf otete § ‘ j 
i ) bie: ae ae, e2onizid emit eth) oowe 
m" = Dame a aw, 
o) 1ohe susev Owl geoniend mot gartie 1 


yy anl Ins tesh vic 


ynnm 144 


‘ten ia ingientoy) tethoriolA s fi lo 
7 3 noitals ini batsvse on 2081 
- ogid dtitive Yiessoicl atarpeaes of NOHssinsy 
, » | *+ s ‘ ' 
beulev « 2ew ad dotiiw ai dowdo tenqet vi 
: be bugee #4 « ? 
! TOW Txt yal | Lh rie9 OA OMS THINS 
? ae , 
nDoARNgm ow on noniviiverg mowueg er 
jon d «norgivneo vid RE avi brs, Noe 
. ql r . a 
i nit feotsio view # Dis Jnogiisint m5 
, » wens hele meh 9 sane hen 4nemeoone 
vPVae) peel iid } brs TASIMooNsSyY 
I no ete aneue eel boiviaet oH 
im Mt io gs v 4 true », eyo 
r t a > = « ae t 
oes) H ) 1, DER Tie «Ft ni Dorw 
mou in, file eviow? arvey sis 
bli ino mi bib senna poruntal of bab 
Re - 4 a Ave | 7 ~ os vente a7 oe . - H 
7 lo stiw od eew <bsemeosbh disinali ; boon 
: mn. ae 
Sn? 21 D4hgS00D rt * (9D wST OVAL 
.b yom spo e brveG to str 
7 idol ;erommud .2 osfiol to oliw si enw 
notime 16 bsih Jaw Pad oft Yo wibloe & 
}. a Sf vinden Olas Ye; n Ati iV j24\F/ 
boniwn0t #\ Sesedert | FOG serrguy tes 


-iV/ ; yinuoe aids to =a tf ar & ledernlt 
 baib .M tlevn2 ; book tod, mi beib bion 
dqlobuA 303 

ni 
bas 


= : 
entwotol oni 
“gai iol Sil 


sd 4 


. fosidue’,.1 sg10e0 ; msetxie to 996 


’ Tt — at + 
4 odw J. eormsl bas Jbots900b ,.i 


bojetla 
7 ; a 
FTE ti Vins 


raloD 


o88i eT 


ORE fod ts baib 


wbashand 


m aid bonisido shal 4 gros 


PR 





‘in Ron 
oe | 


, nul 


of} To nofasinggw ot nogy gud pide wba 
‘ommood 0281 ni yyntaq nssildyqey te 


‘eroyaat ody iw 


ef 


-blo as * 


ont gain 


ava 


TAD] Ht{ARH00I8 


1 zew oH sginwiell vinoes ol 




































(lism 


novexinngne Jerd ative boii — 
st nodw .noilled loft otioe cb teak 
baal yiove no igus 2 9 


nein 


bsbeon ‘yvisvat teom bine Anaerecehgmnei Di 
tenn ie Wno ne bauvol enw ome, aay 
of of bie evstroqare donsie bas 


i? eid Mad | te ‘yh atl bes tui 31000 od que 
oldsulev eit lo noifiegoos ni bas ened 
d borobern inqepreld 1OnTsvOU 

un estar? hotin Uo nt nosy ue jon 
lisdiloab vilvisoogao ™ ah 
1 “ge8t 21 r9d0190 


one 


barren 


mH io Rod ndol Yo teidgued s eh ring, 4 
sybul lo nieuoo & bas sinie zit 1) sginwed, 


bs , sehel bor noes s NoD nadia 
2 eft gyudeltislD torn 

Red bel pore ids nonild 2t noieg eid Yo 

oft nt betsoebo pS: ft) lvl, ew 

. ust yievovin atet2 pinky gy 


154 


-gorg anal jsiadte 


owt loodse td tt 
girlie ft: begs uf ih Wi on at brs 816 
bai botaloy 


at ban 
«—lote bas ynisstg Yo eines bec 
vise won ét bane to wedimern s 
nO. «whbauds seitqetl oflt lo nodeab > Be 

fw bso x2ilf borrnm od 0881 Qe 42 
amBiW obisW ; 198h 0! ola bd 
io act ni bots sobs oes Oe8a pS on] | mod 
ioe ttoust baw wiewvinU 5hnt2 ei ; 


yugud mod sotvhs ysl jens " 


¥ 


i ; 


OS 44 





-onunsi sidailer 6 ,ZI5LATD. A acta 
-qor 5 bas evlbbse bas eeortsd Yo 8 wd 2 
je3'V/ seimtio9 s0lysT ‘Yo nositio: onh istas 
nseue bar A tsdedl bape pir 


nose! 1988 axed enw sree what 


e a in a : ey ba _ » i 
we a 
a a er : 7 
eee ee 





OF TAYLOR COUNTY. 


111 





ing in the public schools, and in the West | Flemington, in Taylor county, which he culti- 


Virginia college, at Flemington. 
leaving school he, in 1878, embarked in the 
manufacture of harness and saddles, in which 
he does a large and thriving business by 
fair dealing and straightforward business- 
methods, and by putting out goods whose 
quality and reliability are unsurpassed. 
has established a large and appreciative pa- 
tronage. 


fertile farm, situated one-half mile south of | 
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Soon after | 


vates, and upon which he resides and con- 
ducts his harness and saddle business 

He casts his influence and votes with the 
republican party, is a member of the Free- 


| Will Baptist church, and of Union Lodge, 
_ No. 15, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 


April 23, 1878, he married Rennie Lawson, a 


| daughter of Cornelius Lawson, a prosperous 


He also owns a well-improved and | 


farmer and a substantial and reliable citizen of 
Harrison county, this State. 
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